THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST SWITHUN
The Vicar
The Rev Terence Smith, Dip Th, B.Sc., M.Sc.
The New Vicarage, The Avenue, Kennington, OX1 5AD
Email Ter.S@btinternet.com
Fax 01865 326492
The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc.
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC

Tel. 01865 735135
01865 739751
01865 739342

Churchwardens
Mrs Isabel Baggott
Mr Nigel Franklin

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH
14 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LJ

01865 730950
01865 327854

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH

01865 730950

Parochial Treasurer
Mr Brian Baggott

Hall Bookings
Mrs M Dennett

01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday
Mondays
Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent
4th Wednesday in the month
Day School (Voluntary Controlled — Ages 3–11)
Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent
Sunday School
Choir
St Swithun’s Guild

10:30 am
6:30 pm
2:30 pm
01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday

Parish Communion

4th Sunday

Family Service & Baptisms

4th & 5th Sunday

Holy Communion
Evening Service

9:00 am
6:30 pm

Wednesday

Holy Communion

10:30 am

Mon Choisy

11:30 am

st

1 Wednesday

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage

9:30 am
10:30 am

By arrangement with the Vicar

Useful Telephone Numbers
Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings................................................................................................01235 854780
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC-Main switchboard)............................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (To report faults)........................................................................0800 317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Del Delaney 1810.......................08458 505505
County Councillor Bob Johnston..........bob.johnston@oxfordshire.gov.uk..............01865 730209
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ST SWITHUN’S NEWSLETTER
Adieu, Farewell and Goodbye
Sadly, at the end of July I hang up my ‘Dog Collar’ and retire from active ministry in the
Church of England. Kennington is my last parish and I have enjoyed myself here very much
indeed.
When the then Bishop of Reading rang me in Hampshire and asked if I would look at
Kennington, I thought he meant London as I didn’t know there was a Kennington in
Oxford, but was very close to the Rivermead Rehabilitation Centre where I had been
working for a PhD in experimental psychology. I had been offered other parishes in the
Winchester diocese but they were all too similar to the lovely, very wealthy parish I was in.
I needed a change and a new challenge, so I came to look at Kennington, met one of the
Churchwardens, the lovely Barbara Boyne, and fell in love, with Kennington that is. I also
met Philip Martin, who was the other warden and immediately liked him and his family. I
also discovered that Read Admiral John Myres was the step brother of one of my
congregation in Hampshire, which was a cause of some amusement, but, in an interesting
way, confirmed that it was right for me to move here, and I have never regretted that.
Since I have been here, all kinds of doors of opportunity have opened for me; doors that I
had never envisaged before. For instance, when I came here it was not at all unusual to be
startled out of my mind by trains blasting their whistles going through Kennington, and this
happened at all hours of the day and night; often keeping me awake. I mentioned this to the
congregation and Philip and Valerie Martin came up and told me they, and many others,
were also negatively affected by this awful noise. To cut a long story short, we campaigned
to Network Rail and eventually had the dreaded ‘Whistle Boards’ removed. That was a real
cause for celebration. I also encountered the dangerous motor bikes that used to drive on the
Sustrans Path, on the lovely water meadows, at very high speeds, endangering anyone brave
enough to go for a walk there. Eventually, after nearly getting run over by a group I
challenged, I got the police involved and now it rarely happens: all good memories. I have
also very much enjoyed my time with the army at Dalton Barracks, where I have been
working as a Padre for the last four and half years. I trained as a psychologist and have
designed material for them to monitor soldier behaviour whilst in a battle zone, based on
stress management processes. I have great admiration for the army and have worked with
men who have been blown up and seriously injured, and are now advising their colleagues
on how to deal with the trauma that follows: they are very impressive men. As a result of
my work with them they have been attending the Memorial Service in November, and have
brought home the full meaning of that occasion.
I have also enjoyed working with Kennington Cancer Fund, who do vital fund raising work
for Professor Adrian Harris, a leading authority on research into cancer cures. To date I have
run two London marathons, and the Marathon des Sables, recognised as the toughest foot
race on earth, raising around £30,000. They do a super job and I would encourage you to
support them if you can. I have also been involved with KOA and have been very impressed
with all their work for poor communities abroad.
Kennington is a lovely village and I have been very privileged to have worked here for the
last 9 years. I have enjoyed working with the Parish Council and Peter Biggs the inimitable
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chairman, and we are very grateful to them for all the support and help they give in keeping
the Cemetery in such an excellent state. But, I will miss the congregation most of all. They
are a lovely group of people who have a real desire to express the love of God to the
community, and I count them as friends. I have really enjoyed baptising so many children
and adults (don’t forget the Family Service is on the 4th Sunday in the month at 10:30), and
marrying some of them, and have counted it a great privilege to have been able to conduct
the funeral services of some very impressive people in Kennington.
So, thank you all very much indeed for my time here and I wish you all every possible
blessing in the future.
Services in July & August:
June 6th

9:30

Parish Communion

6:30

Compline

June 13th

9:30
6:30

Parish Communion
Holy Communion

August 3rd

9:30
6:30

Parish Communion
TBA

9:30
6:30

Parish Communion
TBA

9:30
6:30

Parish Communion
TBA

August 10th
August 17th

June 20th

11:00 Patronal Festival
followed by Barbecue

June 27th

9:00
10:30
6:30
9:00

Holy Communion
Family Service
Evensong
Holy Communion

6:30
9:00

TBA
Holy Communion

6:30

TBA

August
24th
August
31st

Please pray for:
The sick: Sue Moles, Joan Caddick, Derek Copcutt, James, George Whaley, Nan Whaley
recovering well, Ian, Alison Booker, Joan Miles, Frances Wilson, Jenny Peachy, Tony
Woodruff seriously ill in hospital, and little baby Benjamin in Great Ormond Street hospital
with encephalitis and pneumonia.
The bereaved: The family of Raymond Sturgess, who tragically died recently; also the
family of Edward Heath, who also died recently.
Those whose ‘Year’s Mind’ falls at this time.
The residents of Poplar Grove, Otters Reach, Meadow View
The Strategy for Growth programme, including the Prayer Partnership.
The community: St Swithun’s School, the Parish Council, Health Centre, St Swithun’s
Guild, the three homes in the parish, the other churches and organisations.
The work of the church in the world.
The situation in Burma and Zimbabwe; we pray for peace, democracy and courage for
the people there.
The Queen.
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The mid-week communion services are at 10:30am on Wednesdays. Please do come
along and join us if you can.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to pray, meditate or simply sit and
relax in God’s presence. We keep nothing of value on the Church premises.
Many Congratulations: We offer our warmest congratulations to Sally and Chris Barber
on the birth of a son. He weighed in at 8 lbs 1 oz and is called Oliver. Sally always looked
blooming while she was carrying Oliver and I’m sure she and Chris are absolutely delighted
to be able to enjoy their new son. We also congratulate Roger and Mary on the birth of a
new grandson.
Fête: This was, once again, a very successful occasion for several reasons. The weather was
lovely; there were a lot of people there and they were all enjoying themselves; Roger
Dennett was in good form on the sound system; there were good attractions and products;
difficult games requiring consummate skill, but help from the stall holders was on hand. For
example, Mark Horseman had upped the chances of winning a bottle of wine from 20% to
nearly 25% and people still won, although he certainly had the patter; and last, but not least,
I won the main prize through sheer, brilliant skill. But, seriously, these events don’t just
happen on their own, they need a huge amount of very hard work behind them to ensure
success, and yesterday’s was no exception. So, on your behalf, I would like to thank
everyone who put so much effort in to make the occasion a very happy and hugely
successful one. I spoke to Clive at the end and he thought we did better than last year
financially. So thank you all very much indeed.
Family Service: Will be on July 27th at 10:30. Please do come along and join us, you will
be very welcome. If you haven’t been able to come along for a time since the baptism of
your child, it will be particularly good to see you.
Yours sincerely in Christ
Terry

THE KENNINGTON & DISTRICT UNITED CHURCH CHOIRS
At the time of writing, the Kennington & District United Church Choirs are just about to start
their five performances of HMS Pinafore by Gilbert & Sullivan, so we are not able to give any
details of the money the concerts have raised. We will try to do that in the next edition of the
Chronicle.
However, the Kennington concerts have still to take place on Friday & Saturday, July 4th & 5th in
the Kennington Methodist Church in Upper Road. Starting time is 7.30 p.m.
The principals include Wendy Lewis, Sarah Leatherbarrow, Marilyn Moore, Dennis Osment, Joe
Haynes, Andrew Moore, John Wilkes, Bert Branker, and Roy King. John Oxlade will be the
accompanist and Trevor Cowlett will be on the bridge.
Don’t miss these two evenings. They will be great occasions and all the money will go to KOA.
Come in good time for a good seat!!
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KENNINGTON METHODIST CHURCH
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
Minister:
The Revd. T. David Cooper
26 Upland Park Road
Oxford, OX2 7RU

Telephones:
Home: 01865 559026
Office: 01865 243216

Church Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford, OX1 2DH
Tel: 01865 243216
SERVICES FOR JULY & AUGUST
Morning Worship will be held each Sunday at 10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, July 20th and Sunday,
August 3rd at 10.30 a.m.
The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.
PREACHERS FOR JULY & AUGUST AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:
July 6th

Owen Carney, from Marston

July 13th

NATIONAL CHILDREN’S HOME SUNDAY.
Kath Wallis, Head of Care, Penhurst School, Chipping Norton.
The service will be led by Trevor Cowlett.

July 20th

The Revd. Robert Whorton, Chaplain to Sir Michael Sobell House. This
service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

July 27th

Joanna Tulloch, from Headington.

August 3rd

The Revd. Leslie Marsh, one of our Supernumerary Ministers, from
Kidlington. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

August 10th

Helen Paige, from Horton-cum-Studley.

August 17th

The Revd. John Rowland, one of our Supernumerary Ministers, from
Kennington. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Baptism.

August 24th

Beryl Quinlan, from Cumnor Hill.

August 31st

Michael Trinder, from Kidlington.

EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other
activities. The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 a.m. each Sunday morning,
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.
ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.
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THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for
new residents and visitors to the village.
THE REVD. DAVID COOPER. On July 20th we have to say “Good-bye” to our Minister, the
Revd. David Cooper, who is retiring from the active ministry of the Methodist Church. David has
been with us since 2002, and we have grown to appreciate him as the years have passed by. He has
had a very busy and heavy load. He has been the Minister at Wesley Memorial Church in Oxford as
well as Kennington. He has been the Superintendent Minister of the whole Oxford Methodist
Circuit. He has been the Chaplain to Methodist students in the University of Oxford. And he has
been the ecumenical link with Christ Church Cathedral in Oxford, walking in the steps of John and
Charles Wesley. He has also been in demand as a lecturer in the States and in southern Africa. All
this has meant that we have not seen as much of him as we would have liked or he would have
liked. But where there was need, David was always there, very, very quickly. Now he has reached
the age of retirement and he and Helen, his wife, are going back to their beloved Ireland for what
we hope will be a long and happy, and certainly less-busy, life together. We thank David for all that
he has done, and we wish them both every happiness. We shall remember them with great affection.
By the time this Chronicle appears, we in Kennington will have said our “Good-byes”. David’s
final service is at Wesley Memorial Church on Sunday, July 20th at 10.30 a.m. with a buffet lunch
afterwards All David’s friends and colleagues are most welcome.
Our new Minister will be the Revd. Rosemary Davies, who comes to us from Bristol. She takes up
her appointment on September 1st.
Anyone needing the help of a Minister from July 20th to September 1st should contact the Church
Office on 01865 243216, or one of the Church Stewards here in Kennington. A Minister will
always be available.
OTHER DATES FOR JULY & AUGUST
EVERY SUNDAY

The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesdays, JULY 8th The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church
& AUGUST 12th
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards. See below for details.
Sundays, JULY 20th The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise for the Mon Choisy Elderly
& AUGUST 17th
Persons Home at 3 p.m. and at Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at
3:45 p.m.
COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next two Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
days will be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY, July 8th and
TUESDAY, August 12th from 10 a.m. onwards. There will be many bargains and all the proceeds
will go towards Church Projects.
Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross, Pam Forster, and Joy
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable
‘morning out’.
The June Coffee Morning raised £143.34.
The September Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday, September 9th at 10 a.m.
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We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.
MONDAY CIRCLE. The Monday Circle will be meeting on Monday, July 28th at 7.30 p.m. for a
Games Evening, and on Monday, August 18th for a Meal Together. Details from Maizie Johnson
on 01865 454296.
THE CHURCHES TOGETHER PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP GROUP meets on Thursdays,
July 17th and August 21st at 2.30 p.m. at 8 St Swithun’s Road. There is a welcome for all.
THE COLLECTION at the United Evening Service for KOA held in the Methodist Church on
Sunday, June 8th, amounted to £190 for KOA.
IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private
function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is NOT available for
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday 6.30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday

9.15am

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

11.15am

– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6.30pm
8

– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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KENNINGTON OVERSEAS AID SHOP 2008
The shop will once again be open in St Swithun’s Church Hall from Monday 4th August until
Saturday 30th August. See the notices around the village for the opening times. Goods for the shop
can be brought along to the hall from 2.00 p.m. on Sunday 3 rd August. Please note that the shop will
not be open on Monday 25th August.
So please, as in previous years, come and shop ’til you drop and make KOA’s 40th year the most
successful yet for the shop!
— Bette Byrne, Shop Co-ordinator

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
We’ll join you again in September!

ART FOR THE TERRIFIED!
As hinted in last month’s issue, an Art Club has had its hesitant start in Kennington,
led by local artist Alan Mynall M.T. (Moderately Terrified).
Called “Art for the Terrified!” a handful of tremulous artists have met at the Village
Centre on two consecutive Friday afternoons. The reduced turnout was due partly to
the short notice and partly to the apparent unpopularity of the afternoon slot, so no
more have been booked yet.
Would a morning slot be better for your busy schedules? If so, we’ll see if the room
can be booked for 10 am–12 noon.
The plan would be to have a series of ten weekly meetings for anyone from the
complete beginner to the slightly less terrified. Starting with pencil drawing, we would progress to
painting with acrylics, including all appropriate techniques and hints and tips on composition, etc.,
with a discount if booked in advance. A discount will also be available on materials, supplied by the
“Broad Canvas” in Oxford.
Please get in touch and let me know if you’re interested and what time slot would suit you. We
can’t please everybody but we can try!
Phone Alan on 01865 326037, email alan@mynall.co.uk, or see Alan’s work at www.mynall.co.uk

TEA PARTY
In aid of the Marie Curie Cancer Fund
We are holding a Tea Party at Mon Choisy, 128 Kennington Road
Tuesday 8th July at 2:30 pm
There will be a cake stall selling home-made cakes, etc.
Come and join us.
— Margaret Bradbury
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KOA 2008
Medic Assist International
The Goli Hospital Project
The weather was kind to us for the joint fête with St Swithun’s Church and St Swithun’s School,
and everyone enjoyed themselves – lots of people filled the church grounds, and (though final totals
are not in) it looks like we made a record sum for the three causes. Our thanks to everyone
involved: The Fête Committee, the helpers, the sponsors, and above all the people of Kennington
who came to enjoy the attractions. At the time of writing the Fun Run, Wine and Cheese Party, and
Gardens Open are still to come – we’re hoping for nice days! There are more events in July, and of
course the KOA Shop will be open for four weeks from Monday 4 th August. Some dates for your
diary are:
Wednesday 2nd July
Come and hear KENNINGTON (OXFORD) BAND in the Methodist Church Garden, Upper
Road, Kennington (in Church Hall if raining), 7:30p.m. Tickets (Strawberries and cream included):
Adults £4.00, Children and Seniors £3.00. Kate Harrison (739313)
Friday 4th & Saturday 5th July
KENNINGTON UNITED CHOIRS present ‘H.M.S. Pinafore’ by Gilbert and Sullivan, in the
Methodist Church Hall at 7.30 p.m. Coin and Note Collection. A fun evening for all the family. The
most enjoyable singing anywhere! Trevor Cowlett (735885)
Friday 11th July
KIDS FOR KOA in the Village Centre, from 6.30 p.m. – 8.00 p.m., including interval. Music and
dance performed by children and young people from the village. Admission £2.50; accompanied
children free. Refreshments available. Please support the young people of Kennington! Jill Bradley
(736040)
Chairman: Clive Rodgers, 739447

Vice-Chair: Sylvia Vetta, 739071

CHRONICLE CONFOUNDS

W

hat are the following, and which is the odd one out? Celsius, Centigrade, Fahrenheit,
Kelvin, Rankine, Réaumur, Rømer.

Answer in next month’s Chronicle.
Answer to last month: An anagram for INSATIABLE is BANALITIES.

PERSONAL NOTICES
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements.
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. Submissions to the Editor (page 41).
Ray Sturgess: Ray’s mum and family would like to thank everyone for attending Ray’s Funeral
on 6th June. It was a very fitting tribute. £770 was collected in the church on the day for Cancer
Research UK and approx. £2,000 has been donated in total to date. Thank you all so much.
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Parish Council Matters
From June Meeting 2008
Following a request by a resident at the Annual
Parish Meeting, a resolution was passed at the
Parish Council meeting to try to achieve
Fairtrade status for Kennington as detailed in
the Fairtrade Foundation’s Fairtrade Towns
Initiative. It was hoped to set up a steering
group to work through the stages of becoming a
Fairtrade village. If anyone is interested in this
project please let the Clerk know.
It was reported that after the heavy rain on 3rd
June, the water in the culvert from Bagley
Wood to Upper Road forced its way out of the
pipe causing flooding in Kennington Road. The
Aqua Sacs purchased by the Parish Council
were lent to the Fire Brigade to prevent water
getting into some properties. Luckily the
Thames Water engineer working on the design
to overcome the problem came out on site to
see its impact. The Clerk talked to him and he
said Thames Water hoped to be on site in late
summer to re-route the pipe. The Clerk in cooperation with the residents alerted the Oxford
Mail. This press attention seemed to produce
some action within Thames Water.
The Play Area Working group had met twice
since the last Parish Council. They decided on a
major project at Playfield Road playing fields
involving an extension to the pavilion and the
play area. The Clerk was drawing up plans and
the short-list of preferred items for the play
equipment manufacturers to make their
proposals. Once that has been done it was
proposed to consult with the village and then
make applications for grant aid.
The Parish Council’s entry to the Villages of the
Year Competition had been short-listed along
with fourteen other villages to attend a judging
event on Saturday 28th June.
Thanks to the many people in the village who
planted up the village flower baskets for the
first time this year.
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Following a resident’s enquiry, the Clerk had
found out that Oxfordshire Highways offered a
service to paint Private Access Protection
markings if the site was suitable at a cost of £50
plus VAT. For more information please call
0845 310 11 11.
A pothole in Bagley Wood Road had caused a
local resident to fall and break her arm. The
Clerk alerted the Oxfordshire Highways to the
problem which had been reported at least two
times since July 2007.
There seemed to be some confusion about dog
waste from last month’s report. The Parish
Council asks that you please always bag it and
bin it.
Flag Days
July
15th St Swithun’s Day
17th Birthday of The Duchess of Cornwall
August
15th Birthday of The Princess Royal
September
No flag days
Mrs Pam Johnston
Clerk to the Council
Dates of Council Meetings July 2008
The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 10th July at 7:30pm
The Parish ‘Office’ is on
Saturday 12th July from 10 am to noon.
The next Planning Committee is on
Tuesday 15th July at 8:00 pm
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan, which may be within days
of notification. Therefore, please call the clerk
immediately if you want to make a comment.
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
All meetings are held in the Village Centre,
and are open to the public.
To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

Kennington Link
WI

JUNE MEETING 2008

We were given an insight into prison life this month when the speaker, Mr Anthony
Lee, gave a most interesting talk on the Independent Monitoring Board at Bullingdon
Prison. This organisation, run by volunteers, is completely impartial. If an incident occurs, a Board
Member may observe the prisoner, making sure the offender is kept safe but also witnessing that he
does not blame the staff for injuries he, himself, has caused. We heard that Bullingdon
accommodates nearly a thousand men in units ranging from the remand wing and the short term
wing right through to a secure unit.
It was a surprise to learn that the average age of prisoners is rising, but the explanation given was
that by using DNA, crimes committed in mid-life could lead to conviction for the first time in old
age. Whilst there are many educational opportunities, it was heartening to hear of a scheme
whereby prisoners who cannot read are taught by those who can.
Luckily there was time for many questions, which were raised at the end of this talk before Mrs
Jean Mundy gave a sincere vote of thanks to the speaker.
The meeting had commenced with the President welcoming 2l members and l visitor.
Business matters included a reminder that offers of help and cakes would be appreciated at the
forthcoming village fête.
There was discussion on the future of Group Meetings but a final opinion was postponed until the
representative returned from holiday.
Names were taken for a proposed outing to Bourton-on-the-Water and the Cotswold Perfumery.
Congratulations were given to Rosalie Whiteley, whose photographs were being exhibited at the
Health Centre.
A lovely flowering plant on the President’s table had been given by Alma Perman. This would be
sent to Grace Seccombe.
The next meeting will be on July 2nd when Mrs Maureen White will speak on “The History of the
Radcliffe Infirmary.”
There will be no meeting in August, but for those who have pre-booked, the proposed outing will
take place on Thursday 7th August.

Challenges of Life Today
The next in this series will be on July 24th, 8:00–9:00 pm
in the Headway Room at the Good Shepherd Hall.
Dr Charles Swaisland, former Colonial Administrator and former Vice-Chair Anti-Slavery
International, will lead a discussion on Modern Slavery – What went wrong, Mr Wilberforce? This
is a severe problem in today’s world and all are warmly invited.
Future topics in this bi-monthly series will include End of Life Moral Issues and Embryo Research.
15

16

17

WI

KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

WI

June Meeting
The hall in the Village Centre looked very welcoming to our members on Wednesday evening, 11th
June. The tables had been laid ready for our 83rd Founder’s Day Party. An attractive birthday cake, iced and
decorated by Mrs Kath Suckling, took pride of place in the hall.
The President welcomed our guest, Ann Coulter, who is the President of the Link WI, and our own
members to the June meeting.
Various items of business were dealt with before the party commenced. The cold buffet consisted of
an assortment of meats and various salads etc. followed by a selection of lovely desserts made by members
of the committee. Wine and fruit juices were served to members during the meal.
Our speaker, Mr Don Rouse, gave an entertaining talk about country life in and around Bampton.
There were several entries for the competition, which was “An Invitation to Dinner” card. The first
prize was awarded to Mary Tilston, 2nd to Sue Willbery and 3rd to Karen Beyer.
The evening finished with tea or coffee together with a slice of the delicious birthday cake.
Mrs May Parker, our speaker at the next meeting on 9th July, will be giving a talk about “The
National Gardens of Ireland”. New members or visitors to the area are always welcome to come and join
us at 7:15pm.

KENNINGTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY: NEWSLETTER: JULY 2008
Website: www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk — Forthcoming events
Yes it is a long way off, but we have three events in September and no August Chronicle, so here goes:
Wednesday 3rd September: Village Centre 7:30pm. Cooking for Showing
You may wonder what this has to do with horticulture! But the annual show is only 10 days after this date,
and by popular demand we have arranged an evening of cookery demonstrations by Darren Lomas from
Templeton College and one of our local judges to encourage cookery entries in the show. Do come along
pick up some tips and try your luck in the show.
Saturday 13th September 2008: Village Centre at 2:15pm
Annual Flower & Vegetable show (oops and cookery as well).
See the September Chronicle for full details.
Saturday 27th September. Coach Outing to Malver Autumn Show
Places can now be booked for this trip. Final costs are not yet available but expected to be approximately
£25. Places can be booked with the treasurer on 730961. The coach will depart from Manor Grove at
8:00am calling at bus stops through the village.
Wednesday 7th–11th May 2009. Bulbfields’ Tour of Holland
Plans are under way to run a four-night tour to Holland in May 2009. Those who attended the North Wales
garden tour in June were asked to state their interest and preferences. The outcome was a strong preference
for 4 nights covering a weekend. Consequently a provisional booking has been made at the 3-star Hotel
Spaander in Volendam, a picturesque old fishing village near Amsterdam.
The cost, based on 45 travellers, is £374 per person (sharing a double or twin room), which includes coach
travel throughout, 4 nights half board hotel and entry to the Keukenhof Gardens. A full itinerary with a
horticultural leaning will be available shortly. Costs have risen in the past year or so due to the increase in
the value of the Euro and coach operating costs. We have sought quotes from three companies on a likefor-like basis, and are satisfied that the price represents best value. We have also secured a guaranteed
price, which some companies are not offering due to the fluctuation in the pound and rise in oil prices. The
hotel is part of the Best Western chain and has a number of features including an indoor swimming pool.
There is a single supplement of £94.
To register an interest and obtain more details and a booking form telephone the treasurer on
730961. Places will allocated on a first come basis.
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KENNINGTON HISTORY SOCIETY
The History Society’s talk in June ‘Daily Life in Tudor Times’ advertised to be given by Martin SirotSmith of Sulgrave Manor turned out, due to the wonders of Dr Who’s time machine the ‘Tardis’, to be
the intriguing story of life in Shakespeare’s time by Lawrence Washington, the Lord of the Manor of
Sulgrave and Stuchbury from 1539. It seems that every month our speakers get better and better. This
one was truly exceptional with the audience quite spell bound by the Lord of the Manor in full Tudor
costume.
‘this month’
Although there will be no talks during July, following the interest created by David Day’s successful talk
about Pendon Museum in March, the Society’s Committee has arranged a special showing at Pendon.
As previously reported, this visit will take place Saturday 19th July 2008, with those attending meeting
at the Museum in Long Wittenham at 10:30am. This is a subsidised event and will only cost Members
£4.00 including entry and a cup of tea or coffee. Non-Members welcome at £4.50. There are still a
number of places available. Further details from 01865 730321.
Please note transport to the Museum is not provided.
‘annual coach trip’
As previewed previously in the Chronicle, the History Society’s summer coach trip this year is to
Salisbury and is scheduled for Thursday 18th September 2008 with, as in the past, the coach picking
up from the village bus stops from 9:30am and returning to Kennington at 7:00pm. Salisbury is a very
special place with arguably one of the greatest cathedrals in the country, set in the largest ‘close’ in
England. The medieval city has many other interesting historic buildings, and for those who enjoy retail
therapy there is a good modern shopping centre.
The cost of a seat on the bus is £9.00 for Members and £11.00 for Non-Members. There is still a
limited number available, which can be booked by telephone on either 01865 730321 or 01865 739208.
An early date for your diary, the first meeting of the Society following the summer break will be held
on Monday 15th September 2008 at 7:45pm in the Methodist Church, when Liz Woolley will talk about
The Parish of St Thomas – West Oxford.’
History Society talks are Free to Members with Visitors Welcome at a cost of £2.50.
George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

KENNINGTON FESTIVAL GROUP
(Formerly known as Handicapped group)
●

Are you at a loose end on Monday afternoons?
●
●

●

Are you over 60?

Do you feel lonely sometimes?

Would you like to meet some very nice people, have a chat and a cup of tea,
and maybe play a game of Bingo?

Yes – well come along one Monday afternoon 2–4pm in the Kennington Village Centre. We will be
there on July 7th and 21st and August 4th and 18th.
If you need transport, we can arrange that as well.
YOU WILL BE MOST WELCOME
Ring Margaret on 01865 730353 for further information
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Terry Smith, Vicar of St Swithun’s Kennington 1999–2008
Terry and Sally came from Medstead near Alton in
Hampshire to Kennington in September 1999. Terry’s
induction as Vicar Designate ended a long interregnum
following the retirement of the Rev Harry Bloomfield in
1997 after a long period of ill health.
Terry came from an interesting background. He completed
a 5 year apprenticeship as an engineer and joined the
Merchant Navy as an Engineer Officer, where he served
for the next two years. He then took a post with Bristol
Aerojet, a satellite of BAE, as a Research Engineer in
charge of an R&D project working on ground to air
missiles. He became a Christian there and left after 4 years
left to train as a clergyman, in the C of E, at Tyndale Hall,
Bristol. He served his first curacy at Coventry and his
second at Royal Leamington Spa. He accepted an
appointment as Vicar of St Luke’s Halliwell, but,
unfortunately, vandals burned the church down the day
before he was due to leave Leamington. Having done
several years training and working in Group Dynamics at
Coventry he decided to study Psychology and moved to
London from where he did two degrees; one a PhD based
at Rivermead Rehabilitation Centre, just down the road;
during this period Terry left the church.
He was then offered a post lecturing in psychology and after several years was asked to take
a service for a man who obviously needed help; very reluctantly he agreed to do so. That
was the beginning of a renewal of faith and he accepted an offer from the congregation to
help whilst their vicar recovered his health. Then, out of the blue, he received an invitation
to go to 10 Downing Street to discuss a Lord Chancellor’s living as Rector of Meadstead
cum Wield in Hampshire; he went simply to see the inside of that famous place. However,
he accepted the living and served there for 13½ happy years.
Towards the end of this period he felt a
growing need for new challenges, and
was offered several livings in too similar
to his own. Again, out of the blue, the
then Bishop of Reading rang him and
asked if he would look at Kennington,
which he did.
His move here could not have been an
easy one, because when Harry
Bloomfield retired the Diocese assessed
the old vicarage and found it unsuitable
in many ways for future incumbents. The
Diocese, who owned the old vicarage
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together with a considerable amount of land attached to it, decided to sell this and the
money from this sale was used to provide Kennington with a modern vicarage and to
further the work of the diocese. This was a difficult time for them because while Terry and
Sally were waiting for the new vicarage to be built they had to live in rented
accommodation, first in Kennington Road and then on Boars Hill. They were finally able to
move into the new vicarage in 2002 and Terry was then able to be inducted as Vicar.
Since Terry has been at Kennington he has overseen
many changes and improvements. The Church
grounds, with the lovely old lamp standard,
dedicated to the memory of Mary Belcher, has been
radically improved, and the cemetery, with the
enormous help of the Parish Council, is now a
pleasant and relaxing place to visit. The Church and
hall were redecorated inside and the hall ceiling
repaired. The lovely relief at the back of the church
was restored. We have new, more modern hymn
books and bibles on the chairs, and the modern form
of the communion service has been introduced with Terry encouraging us to choose the
form of service we wanted to use; the service books were then printed. A sound system
incorporating an induction loop was installed, which has been a real benefit for many
people particularly those who use a hearing aid.
Under Terry the pattern of services has been changed and the laity
encouraged to take a full part in them, with some of us doing
things we thought we could never do. Terry introduced Children’s
services at 10:30 on the 4th Sunday of the month. Baptisms take
place at this service and they are friendly happy occasions.
Terry has also been involved in lots of fund raising events –
running the London Marathon three times, once in his last parish,
for a cancer research fund for children with brain tumours, after he
had to bury a young lad of nine, and twice for Kennington Cancer
Fund, for whom he ran in the Marathon des Sables, ‘the toughest
foot race on earth’, where he was the oldest British contestant. In
total he has raised a magnificent £30,000+ for the Friends of
Kennington Cancer, who support research being done at the Churchill by Professor Harris.
He has also raised money for KOA by running in the Bagley Wood Fun Run twice, the first
vicar to do so.
Terry has put his psychology training to good effect with the army at Dalton Barracks, and
his involvement with them has led to them sending soldiers to take part in the Kennington
Remembrance Day Parade and service, which we all appreciate.
Terry has helped and encouraged many members of the congregation to take a far more
active part in the life of St Swithun’s. Throughout his ministry Terry has challenged us to
think about what our Christian faith means to us and how we can put our faith into practice.
Terry’s ministry here has left St Swithun’s stronger and better prepared to face the
challenges of today’s society.
— Isabel Baggott June 2008
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KOA KIDS CONCERT
Friday July 11th
6:30 pm
in the Village Hall
It is still not too late to take part — unless you are reading this after July 11th!!!
Come along and play/sing/recite to us your favourite theme tune, song or poem.
If you don’t fancy a solo, see if you can get one or more of your friends to come and
perform with you.
The concert is very informal and great fun!
Have a think about what you would like to do and then let Christian or Jill Bradley know on
01865 736040 or 07880 716633.
If you don’t want to take part then come and watch and support your friends. Bring your
family! Tickets available on the door.

BORED OVER THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS?
Every year, the Matrix holds a Summer Youth Project. Run by the same Trained
Staff who run the Kennington Youth Club (based at Matthew Arnold School), it’s a
fantastic opportunity for children aged 11–19. Activities for 2008:
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

28th July

29th July

30th July

31st July

1st August

Summer Screen Video Workshop

Sleep-over

4 August

5 August

6 August

7 August

8th August

Outdoor Games
& Picnic

Arts Day & Graffiti

Bowling

Girls’ Day

Disco at
Wolvercote

11th August

12th August

13th August

14th August

15th August

Sailing at Farmoor

Indian Day

Coral Reef

Boys’ Day

Riverside

18th August

19th August

20th August

Ice Skating

Caribbean Day

Thorpe Park

th

th

th

th

There’s also a Fun Day on Saturday 16th August, 2–6 p.m.
at the Wolvercote Young People’s Centre.
Every activity (10 a.m.–4 p.m.) is optional: Come to as many or as few as you wish!
At just £1 per day, except for Coral Reef £3 and Thorpe Park £10,
these summer activities are a bargain!
Note: Admission to Coral Reef or Thorpe Park requires attending at least six other
activities.
For more information, please contact Robert Evans at Matthew Arnold School on 01865 864717 or
0779 440 2349. Website: www.spired.com
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PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE UPDATE
Hello all,
Just a quick update on the village from a policing point of view. There have been several reports of
minor criminal damage to property in the area. If anyone has any information then please let me know; all
information will be kept confidential.
On a more concerning point it has been brought to my attention that youths are jumping off the
railway bridge along the tow path into the river. This is a dangerous act to carry out as there are underlying
currents in the Thames river at this point. There have also been reports that some of the younger members
of the parish are trespassing on the railway lines. The British Transport Police along with myself are
looking into this, and the offender could face a fine of up to £1,000 for this silly act. I ask parents to advise
their children doing this, and discourage children for their own safety. Along with the dangers of being
struck by a train, there is also a danger of being electrocuted. It is a busy line with mainstream traffic and
shipments of cars coming out of the car factory.
On another point, Adi and I are still issuing tickets to residents for parking outside the shops on the
double yellow lines. I think the message is slowly getting across, as there has been a decrease in the
amount of cars parking there.
Anyway I hope you all have a nice holiday and summer ahead.
PC Sean “Del” Delaney 1810
Neighbour Response Officer: Outer Abingdon Area
08458 505 505
Sean.Delaney@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Crime Stoppers
0800 555 111
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

KENNINGTON HEALTH WALKS — NEED MORE WALK LEADERS
Due to the increasing popularity of our walks we urgently need more walk leaders for
our thriving group.
We get a good turn out on Mondays, and the Thursday walk, also at 10am, is
growing in numbers. To keep our walks safe for all abilities we urgently need more
people to come forward to train as volunteer walk leaders. If you are interested to be a
walk leader for a shorter half hour walk, which has been happening on Wednesdays at
11am, we would especially like to hear from you as we would like to be able to
continue these shorter walks for the benefit of people managing long term health
problems or recovering from illness.
A Health Walk is a short (1–3 miles), purposeful, brisk walk undertaken on a regular basis. You do
not need to be super fit to be a walk leader, in fact we find the best walk leaders are people who can
appreciate the needs of those who are less fit and have difficulty in motivating themselves to take any
exercise at all!
To be a walk leader you need to be willing to attend a one day training course,
which is held at the Village Centre in Kennington. This will cover things like planning
a route for a walk and thinking about how to make the walk as safe as possible for
walkers of varying ability. Our walk leaders and walkers are covered under the
Walking the Way to Health Initiative’s public liability insurance; the national scheme
run by Natural England. www.whi.org.uk
Kennington Health Walks is an accredited scheme, which means that we
provide walks following the guidelines provided by the national Walking the Way to
Health Initiative.
If you enjoy walking and want to help others enjoy the benefits of getting outdoors to take some
moderate sociable exercise, then please get in touch as we will be organising a walk leader training day
later in the year.
Please phone Rosemary on 01865 735419 if you would like to find out more about becoming a
walk leader for the group.
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VILLAGE DIARY — JULY, AUGUST & SEPTEMBER 2008
Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mondays
Thursdays
Tuesdays
Thursdays
Fridays

Wed
Fri
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri
Sat
Sun
Tue

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles)

Health Centre Car Park

10–11 am

Toddlers

Village Centre

9:30–11:30 am

Children’s dance classes

Village Centre

2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall

2:15 pm
7:30 pm

Methodist Hall

7:30 pm

July
Kennington Link WI “History of Radcliffe Infirmary”
2
KOA Kennington (Oxford) Band Concert
4
KOA “HMS Pinafore” by Gilbert & Sullivan
5
8 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
9 Kennington WI “National Gardens of Ireland”
10 Parish Council Meeting
11 KOA Children’s Concert
Pam’s Office
12
Kennington Cancer Fund Summer Fayre
13 NCH Sunday: Head of Care, Penhurst School
15 Parish Council Planning

Sun 20 Service
Thu 24 Challenges of Life Today: “Slavery”
Sat 26 Get Busy Now – Best Kept Garden – Judging

Mon
Tue
Tue
Sun
Sat

August
KOA Shop
4
NHS Strawberry Teas
5 Parish Council Planning
12 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington Conservatives Summer Barbecue
17
Service

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre

10 am
7 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
St Swithun’s Church Grounds 2 pm
Methodist Church
10:30 am
Village Centre
8 pm
Mon Choisy
3 pm
Kirlena House
3:45 pm
Good Shepherd Church
8–9 pm
Kennington
11 am

St Swithun’s Church Hall
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
49 Bagley Wood Road
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House

All month
9 am–5 pm
8 pm
10 am
2 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm

Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall

2:15 pm
10 am

Village Centre

7 pm

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Good Shepherd
Methodist Hall

7:45 pm
7:30 pm
8–9 pm
10 am–12 noon

30 KOA Shop closes

September
3 Kennington Link WI “Red Kites in the Chilterns”
9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI
Wed 10
“These You have Loved, or Haven’t as the Case May Be”
Mon 15 History Society
Sat 20 KOA Concert & Supper
Thu 25 Challenges of Life Today: “End of Life Moral Issues”
Fri 26 MacMillan Coffee Morning with Bring & Buy
Wed
Tue

When submitting articles to the Chronicle, please “Remember to provide a
contact phone or email” in case of problems!
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