


THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST SWITHUN

The Vicar
The Rev Terence Smith, Dip Th, B.Sc., M.Sc.
The New Vicarage, The Avenue, Kennington, OX1 5AD
Email Ter.S@btinternet.com Fax 01865 326492 Tel. 01865 735135

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Mrs Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Mr Nigel Franklin 14 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LJ 01865 327854

Parochial Treasurer
Mr Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mrs M Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Sunday School 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday 10:30 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled — Ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service & Baptisms 10:30 am

4th & 5th Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 am
Evening Service 6:30 pm

Wednesday Holy Communion 10:30 am

1st Wednesday Mon Choisy 11:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Vicar

Useful Telephone Numbers
Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings................................................................................................01235 854780
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC-Main switchboard)............................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (To report faults)........................................................................0800 317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Del Delaney 1810.......................08458 505505
County Councillor Bob Johnston..........bob.johnston@oxfordshire.gov.uk..............01865 730209
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ST SWITHUN’S NEWSLETTER

Sadly the Rev Terry Smith leaves us on September 21st when he retires, but he is still our vicar until 
the end of the month. Then St Swithun’s Church starts the interregnum. This will be a time for 
thought, prayer and reflection for us all as we search for another priest, but during this time the 
church of St Swithun will not be standing still.

Some time ago a comedian was reported in a newspaper for making a so-called joke. He said, 
“When I was a child I had a friend who was always with me. Then I grew up and stopped going to 
church.” Oh dear! Is that a joke? Most Christians would say it was so very sad, and would feel very 
sorry for the comedian.  He may have got  a  cheap laugh,  but  he also condemned himself  to a 
lifetime of loneliness by rejecting the friendship of Jesus.

Jesus is still very much with us. Have you noticed that young children have a deep faith in the 
presence of Jesus as their friend? They are aware of his presence, even though they cannot see him. 
He is present when we worship in the Church of St Swithun where services will be held as usual, 
whether it’s for a handful of people or a large celebration. Baptisms, weddings and funerals will 
still  take place, as well  as the special  events of Harvest,  Remembrance Sunday, Christmas and 
Easter. We may be waiting for a new vicar, but Jesus is very much alive in the parish, and it is to 
him that  our worship is  addressed.  Jesus is  never  far  away and we will  continue to  enjoy his 
companionship and welcome everybody to join us. It has been wonderful that some people who 
have drifted away from faith have returned to it as parents. This is seen in the growing number who 
attend our monthly Family Service, which will of course continue.

Many  of  us  have  butterfly  minds  as  we  flutter  from  one  subject  to  another.  We  cannot  be 
consciously thinking of Jesus all the time. He knows that. But we can still share our thoughts with 
Jesus. When there is a family crisis or somebody is sick, we can call on him and share our thoughts 
with him. We can do this anywhere, at work, at home or in our village church, which will still be 
open 7 days a week.

The Beatles sang about “Eleanor  Rigby” asking where all the lonely people come from. But we 
need never be lonely. We are not left on our own as we struggle to become the sort of communities, 
families and churches that Jesus described. Whether in public worship or private prayer we can be 
aware of his presence with us at all times So for the next few months it is very much “business as 
usual” in St Swithun’s as we prepare for our next vicar. In the meantime, let us not forget the 
promise of Jesus and of his invisible presence at all times, “Where two or three are gathered in my 
name, I will be there among them.” This is a promise and a real hope for those who persevere.

Services in September:

7th Sep 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Peter Stanway

14th Sep 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Teresa Morgan

6:30 pm Compline 6:30 pm Holy Communion

21st Sep 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Peter Jefford

28th Sep 9:00 am Holy Communion
Priest: Tony Johnson

6:30 pm Compline 10:30 am Family Service let by 
Rev Philip Tovey

6:30 pm Evensong

Children are very welcome at all our services.
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Family Service: Will be on 28th September at 10:30 am. Please do come along and join us; you will 
be very welcome. If you haven't been able to come along for a time since the baptism of your child, 
it will be particularly good to see you.

The mid-week communion services are at 10:30am on Wednesdays. Please do come along and 
join us if you can.

Please pray for:
The sick: Sue Moles, Joan Caddick, Derek  Copcutt, James, George and Nan  Whaley, Ian, Joan 
Miles, Francis Wilson, Jenny Peachy, Tony Woodruff and Nigel.
The bereaved and those whose ‘Year’s Mind’ falls at this time.
The residents of Kennington.
The Strategy for Growth program, including the Prayer Partnership.
The community: St Swithun’s School, the Parish Council, Health Centre, St Swithun’s Guild, the 
two homes in the parish, the other churches and organisations.
The World. All the areas of the world where people are suffering whether as a result of famine, war 
or natural disasters. We think especially of the people of Georgia, Iraq, Afghanistan, the Middle 
East and Africa. Pray for all those who work for peace, democracy and justice.
The work of the Church in the world.
The Queen.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to pray, meditate or simply sit and relax in 
God’s presence. We keep nothing of value on the Church premises.

Ride or Stride on September 13th is an annual event organised by Oxfordshire Historic Churches 
Trust, a diocesan body that raises money to help churches meet necessary repair work. Participants 
obtain sponsorship to cycle or walk round as many churches in the area as possible. St Swithun’s 
will provide a welcome and refreshments to those who come to visit. This year Roy King will be 
cycling, and hopes you will sponsor him. 50% of his sponsor money will be paid to St Swithun’s.

Isabel Baggott

THE GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6.30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9.15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11.15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6.30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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KENNINGTON METHODIST CHURCH

Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Telephones:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road, Oxford, OX3 8AX

Church Office:
Wesley Memorial Church, New Inn Hall Street, Oxford, OX1 2DH
Tel: 01865 243216

SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER

Morning Worship will be held each Sunday at 10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday September 14th at 10.30 a.m.
The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.

PREACHERS FOR SEPTEMBER AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:

September 7th Sue Barratt, from Great Milton.

September 14th The Minister, the Revd. Rosemary Davies. This service will include the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion. This will be Rosemary Davies’ first service 
as Minister of Kennington Methodist Church.

September 21st The Revd. Dr. Martin Wellings, the Superintendent Minister of the Oxford 
Methodist Circuit, and Minister of Wesley Memorial Church in Oxford.

September 28th Jan Grimwood, from Tackley.

EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other 
activities. The  CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at  10 a.m. each Sunday morning, 
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

THE REVD. ROSEMARY DAVIES. This month we welcome our new Methodist Minister to 
Kennington, the Revd. Rosemary Davies. Mrs. Davies and her husband come to us from Bristol, 
where she has served in the Bristol North Circuit for the last ten years. Rosemary conducts her first 
service in Kennington on the Sunday morning of September 14th. She will be taking our Harvest 
Thanksgiving Service next month, and preaching at the United Service in the Methodist Church 
here on the Sunday evening of November 23rd. Rosemary also has pastoral charge of the Methodist 
churches in Headington and  Horsepath. We greatly look forward to meeting her and getting to 
know her. We give her the assurance of our prayers as she starts her ministry with us.

OTHER DATES FOR SEPTEMBER

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday
SEPTEMBER 9th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards. See below for details.

Sunday
SEPTEMBER 21st

The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise for the Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at  3 p.m. and at Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 
3:45 p.m.
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COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will be held 
in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on  TUESDAY, September 9th from  10 a.m. onwards. 
There will be many bargains and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross, Pam Forster, and Joy Margetts. 
Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning out’.

The July Coffee Morning raised £140.65.
The August Coffee Morning total will be announced next month.
The October Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday, October 14th at 10 a.m.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by month 
to  make  these  Coffee  Mornings  such  a  financial  success,  and  such  a  happy  time  of  friendship  for 
everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

MONDAY CIRCLE.  The Monday Circle will be meeting on  Monday September 29th for a  “Story 
Time” evening. Details from Maizie Johnson on 01865 454296. Everyone is most welcome.

THE  CHURCHES  TOGETHER  PRAYER  &  FELLOWSHIP  GROUP  meets  on  Thursday 
September 18th at 2.30 p.m. at 8 St Swithun’s Road. There is a welcome for all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private function, 
please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is allowed on any 
Methodist  Church  premises.  Kindly  note  that  the  Church  is  NOT available  for  bookings  on  ANY 
SATURDAY.

THE KENNINGTON & DISTRICT UNITED CHURCH CHOIRS

It’s happened again!! Another absolutely amazing total!!  The Choirs’ five concert performances of 
Gilbert & Sullivan’s HMS Pinafore in June and July raised another record total of

£9,410.77

This was almost £300 more than last year. The total was made up as follows.

£463.50 for MENCAP at Abingdon
£686.36 for Christian Aid at Witney
£472.50 for OXSRAD at Marston

£7,788.41 for KOA at Kennington

The Kennington  total  was  boosted  by  an anonymous  gift  of  £5,000,  and  with  Gift  Aid  added,  this 
produced the figure above. Cash in the plates at Kennington amounted to  £1,271.25.  Audiences were 
very good, and the last  night at  Kennington was absolutely packed with people sitting in the foyer! 
Trevor Cowlett  would like to  thank everyone who took part,  everyone who helped in  any way, and 
everyone who gave so very, very generously to make this result possible. We have four more concerts 
booked for December – this time it will be The Gondoliers by Gilbert & Sullivan.

But before that, there will be the annual performance of Handel’s Messiah in the Holywell Music Room 
in Oxford on Sunday, October 5th at 3 p.m. The soloists will include Claire Barratt, Rebecca Martin,  
Ian  Barratt and  Stephen  Barratt,  with  John  Oxlade at the piano, and  Trevor Cowlett  conducting. As 
always,  entrance will  be free,  but  there  will  be a  collection  for  the  Oxford Parent Infant Project 
(OXPIP).

Rehearsals for Messiah begin on Friday, September 19th at 7.45 p.m. in the Methodist Church Hall in 
Upper Road, and on each subsequent Friday evening up to October 3rd at the same time and place. All 
singers are most welcome to come along (there are no auditions), and if you have a copy, please bring it 
with you. There will be just a few spare copies for those unable to find one. You will be made most 
welcome.

All details on 01865 735 885 or trevor@cowlett.co.uk
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PLANTING—KENDAL COPSE

We hope to begin planting the first hedgerow for Kendal Copse on the 26th October and need the 
usual call for volunteers. Not so strenuous this time, since close planting in a straight line. This will 
be followed on 2nd November with the rest  of the hedgerow trees  to  be planted.  However,  if 
autumn is too warm, our trees won't go dormant and planting may have to be put back until they are 
ready.

KENNINGTON HISTORY SOCIETY

Since the last Kennington Chronicle report, History Society members have made summer visits to 
the Romano-British Excavations near Frilford in the Parish of Marcham, and to Pendon Museum 
at Long Whittenham.

In July a small group made a third, archaeologist led, tour of this local dig, which continues to 
throw up interesting  artefacts  of  both  the  Roman and Saxton  periods.  Later  that  month,  on  a 
Saturday  morning,  almost  20  members  enjoyed  a  very  pleasant  special  showing  at  Pendon 
Museum, viewing those incredible models.

‘annual coach trip’

The Society’s summer coach trip this year to Salisbury will 
take place on  Thursday 18th September 2008 with, as in 
the past,  the coach picking up from the village bus  stops 
from 9:30am  and returning to Kennington at  7:00pm.  As 
stated  previously  Salisbury  is  a  very  special  place  with 
arguably one of the greatest cathedrals in the country set in 
the largest  ‘close’ in England.  For those who enjoy retail 
therapy there is a good modern shopping centre. There are 
still  one  or  two seats  available,  which  can  be  booked on 
01865 739208.

If  you have  booked a  place but  have not  yet  paid  please 
deliver to 163 Bagley Close.

‘this month’

The first meeting of the Society following the summer break 
will be held on Monday 15th September 2008 at 7:45pm in 
the  Methodist Church  when  Liz  Woolley will talk about 
The Parish of St Thomas – West Oxford’.

‘next month’

Next month’s meeting will be on Monday 20th October 2008 starting at 7:45pm. in the Methodist 
Church when a popular previous speaker  Adrian Thornton will give us a second talk entitled 
‘More National Parks.’

History Society talks are Free to Members with Visitors Welcome at a cost of £2.50.

George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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MAKE KENNINGTON A BONFIRE-FREE VILLAGE

This article is another reminder as the sun is shining that smoke from a bonfire can ruin 
your neighbours’ enjoyment of their gardens, prevent them from opening their windows 
or hanging washing out, and reduce visibility in their neighbourhood and on roads. There is no 
doubt that bonfires cause air pollution; burning garden waste will produce smoke especially if it 
is damp and smouldering rather than dry and blazing.

WHAT ARE THE ALTERNATIVES?

COMPOSTING

Did you know that at least 30 per cent of household rubbish can be composted? This is not only 
an excellent way of recycling waste, but can also provide you with natural compost for your 
garden.

To help encourage people to compost more of their waste, the Recycle Now campaign is offering 
compost bins at specially discounted prices. The composters cost much less than the suggested 
retail price and will be delivered to your house free of charge. You can order a composter by 
calling 0845 077 0757 or from the web site www.recyclenow.com

The prices for standard composters, from 1 April 2008, are:

● 220 litre compost converter: £17
● 330 litre compost converter: £20

THE BROWN BIN GARDEN WASTE AND CARDBOARD SCHEME

This scheme for garden waste and cardboard collection is available to householders in the Vale 
of White Horse. Scheme members will receive a brown 240 or 140 litre wheeled bin to put their 
garden waste and cardboard in. The bins will be emptied fortnightly all year round for an annual 
rental  charge  of  £33.  Cardboard,  Grass  mowings,  Green  prunings,  Leaves,  Hedge  &  tree 
clippings, Tree branches, Twigs, Flowers,  Plants, Weeds (including couch grass, ground elder 
etc.) can be placed in the bin. The garden waste and cardboard will  go to a local site for 
composting, and then be used on local fields as a soil supplement. The Vale of White Horse 
District  Council  can  provide  details  by  telephoning  01235  520202  or  on  their  web  site 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Clerk to Kennington Parish Council, Pam Johnston, Tel. 01865 421126

JACK AND JILL CLUB

Jack and Jill Club enters its twentieth year in Kennington this September. Generations of babies, 
toddlers and pre-schoolers with mostly Mum, but also Dad, grandmother, grandfather, child minder, 
carer, nanny or au pair, have come and enjoyed music and rhymes together.

Singing, chanting, playing instruments, bouncing, moving, dancing are what all children love to do, 
so if you’d like to bring a little one along to the Friday morning sessions, please give me a ring for 
more details. We start on Friday September 12th in the Community Room, next door to Kennington 
Playgroup. Coffee or tea included for the adults now, as well as a drink and biscuit for the children. 
See you there.

— Isobel Birse 01865 736170
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Parish Council Matters

From July Meeting 2008

The  Clerk  had  met  four  play  equipment 
suppliers  to  show  them the  area  in  Playfield 
Road  Playing  Fields  that  was  planned  to  be 
upgraded.  They would produce quotations  for 
consideration by the Play Areas Working Group 
in September. Oxfordshire County Council had 
received  about  £1 million  from  Central 
Government  under  their  Playbuilder initiative 
for  a  three  year  programme  to  upgrade  and 
build  children’s  play  areas.  The  funds  for 
2008/9  had  been  allocated  but  it  might  be 
possible that the Parish Council’s scheme was 
eligible  for  2009/2010.  The  Clerk  and  Cllr 
Charlett attended  a  training  session  for  play 
area  managers.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Parish 
Council would undertake the regular inspection 
of the equipment at Forest Side, and the Playing 
Fields  Association  agreed  to  do  the  Playfield 
Road one.

The Clerk reported on actions and updates from 
previous  meetings.  The  Clerk  had  put  in  an 
order for the two replacement bus shelters that 
would be installed on 1st and 2nd September. The 
eight  bars  for  the  ribbon  of  the  Chairman’s 
badge  that  would  commemorate  previous 
Chairmen  of  the  Parish  Council  had  been 
received.  Three  new dog waste  bins  and  one 
new litter bin had been ordered. The overgrown 
Sustrans route from Sandford Lane to The Fish 
gate  near  Oxford  City’s  boundary  had  been 
reported and work had started cutting it back. A 
blocked drain in Bagley Wood Road had been 
reported. The damaged bench in Playfield Road 
playing field had been reported to the Playing 
Fields  Association.  A  list  of  damaged  and 
missing street signs had been sent to the Vale.

A grant of £300 was awarded to the Friends of 
Kennington Library to support the work of the 
Librarian with her ideas to increase readership 
especially amongst the children.

It was agreed to ask a contractor to quote for 
tidying up the area and removing dead and self-
sown trees in the strip of land near the path to 
Bagley Wood Road at the south end of Upper 

Road.  The  Clerk  had  been  trying  to  find  the 
owner of the land but had no success with the 
Land  Registry.  If  any  resident  has  any 
information, she would be pleased to hear from 
them.

St Swithun’s Church PCC had donated £548.88 
towards the upkeep of the cemetery in Sandford 
Lane, which was now undertaken mainly by the 
Parish Council.

A meeting for people interested in developing 
the  idea  of  Kennington  becoming a  Fairtrade 
village  has  been  organised  for  the  10th 

September at 7.30pm in the Methodist Church 
Hall.

Following the meeting the Clerk was contacted 
by Bagley Wood Sawmill. The forester wanted 
to warn residents that there would be extensive 
felling  of  trees  in  the  middle  part  of  Bagley 
Wood starting in September.

Flag Days

September and October
No flag days

Mrs Pam Johnston
Clerk to the Council

Dates of Council Meetings September 2008

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 11th September at 7:30pm

The Parish ‘Office’ is on
Saturday 6th from 10 am to noon.

The Planning Committee is
Tuesday 23rd September at 8:00 pm

Planning  applications  are  considered  by  the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan, which may be within days 
of  notification.  Therefore,  please  call  the 
Clerk  immediately  if  you  want  to  make  a 
comment.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by 
arrangement  with  the  clerk  or  on-line  at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are held in the Village Centre, 
and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

12 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
mailto:Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/


13



KENNINGTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Newsletter: September 2008

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Wednesday 3 September: Village Centre 7.30pm. Cooking for Showing.

You may wonder what this has to do with horticulture! But the annual show is only 10 days 
after this date. By popular demand we have arranged an evening of cookery demonstrations 
by Darren Lomas from Templeton College and one of our local judges to encourage cookery 
entries in the show. Do come along pick up some tips and try your luck in the show.

Saturday 13 September 2008: Village Centre at 2.15pm.

Annual Flower & Vegetable show (oops and cookery as well). See separate advert.

Saturday 27 September. Coach Outing to Malvern Autumn Show.

We still have a number of seats available for this trip, the all inclusive cost being £23.00. 
Places can be booked with the treasurer on 730961. A deposit of £10.00 is required to secure 
a place. The coach will depart from Manor Grove at 0800am calling at bus stops through the 
village.

Wednesday 7 May–11 May 2009. Bulb fields Tour of Holland.

Plans are  underway to run a  four-night tour to Holland in May 2009. 
Those who attended the North Wales garden tour in June were asked to 
state  their  interest  and  preferences,  and  the  outcome  was  a  strong 
preference for 4 nights covering a weekend. Consequently a provisional 
booking has  been  made  at  the  3  star  Hotel  Spaander in  Volendam,  a 
picturesque old fishing village near Amsterdam. The cost, based on 45 
travellers  is  £374 per  person (sharing  a  double  or  twin  room),  which 

includes  coach  travel  throughout,  4  nights  half-board  hotel  and  entry  to  the  Keukenhof 
Gardens. A full itinerary with a horticultural leaning is now available. Costs have risen in the 
past year or so due to the increase in the value of the Euro and coach operating costs. We 
have sought quotes from three companies on a like for like basis, and are satisfied that the 
price represents best value. We have also secured a guaranteed price which some companies 
are not offering due to the fluctuation in the pound and rise in oil prices. The hotel is part of 
the Best Western chain and has a number of features including an indoor swimming pool and 
comes highly recommended. There is a single supplement of £94.00.

To register an  interest  and  obtain  more  details  and  a  booking  form,  telephone  the 
treasurer on 730961. Places will be allocated on a first come basis. Members who have 
already reserved places will receive a booking form and itinerary automatically.
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LOOK, LEARN, LAUGH AND LOVE

These  are  at  the  core  of  the  programme  for  Rainbow  Guides. 
Rainbows, the section of  Girlguiding UK for girls  from five to 
seven years  old,  celebrates  its  21st Birthday  this  year,  although 
Rainbows in Kennington started a mere seven years ago.

The Unit meets on Monday afternoons in term time at Kennington Methodist Church from 4.30 to 
5.30 pm. Your daughter is very welcome to join us or to go on the waiting list if she is not yet five 
years  old.  We  also  welcome  help.  For  younger  volunteers,  helping  with  Rainbows  can  count 
towards the Duke of Edinburgh Award. As the older leaders reach the point at  which they are 
obliged to relinquish their role, we are looking for younger women to take over and keep the Unit 
running. We can assure you that you will gain from the experience and that you will certainly share 
in the laughter.

If you want to know more, please contact Pauline Robinson 01865 453791, Marjorie Bennett 01865 
736175 or Liz Gaskell 01865 730053.

Kennington Fairtrade Village Campaign
You are invited to attend a meeting

to discuss how to make Kennington a Fairtrade village

Wednesday 10th September at 7.30 pm

Kennington Methodist Church Hall, off Upper Road, Kennington

If you are interested but cannot attend the meeting

please contact Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Parish Council

01865 421126 or email kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

July Meeting

Lovely slides of some of the National Gardens of Ireland were shown to us by Mrs May Parker.

To complete our July meeting the President, Mrs Maureen Palma, provided strawberries and cream 
and a glass of wine for our members. Mrs Palma also wished everyone an enjoyable summer and 
looked forward to seeing them at our next meeting, which will be on Wednesday, 10th September.

At this meeting Mrs Barbara Gray will be giving a talk entitled “These you have loved, or haven’t, 
as the case may be”.

Will members please note that Kim Smith will be coming along to our October meeting with a 
selection of Phoenix Christmas and greetings cards.

New members or visitors to the area are always welcome to come and join us at 7.15pm in the 
Village Centre.
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Kennington Link
WI

As the NHS celebrates its 60th year, it is difficult to believe the enormous difference between 
present-day hospitals,  and conditions  that  patients  had to endure during the 18th and 19th 

centuries.

Mrs  Maureen  White,  speaking  on  the  history  of  the  Radcliffe  Infirmary,  told  how John 
Radcliffe was born in 1652, studied in Oxford, then became physician to the royal family. On 
his death he left £4,000, which was used for building the Radcliffe Infirmary, and the hospital 
was opened on 18th October 1770.

We heard that the operating theatre was situated on the opt floor, with a door too narrow to 
get a stretcher through, therefore patients were obliged to climb the stairs for their operations. 
They also needed to be fit enough to help with the chores; men pumped water and carried 
coal, while women helped in the laundry. Is it any wonder that sheets were changed only once 
a month?

Money was tight until an emergency occurred on Christmas Eve 1875, when the London–
Birmingham train was derailed close to Oxford,  killing and injuring many passengers.  In 
appreciation of the help given by the doctors,  money was donated to  the hospital,  so its 
financial situation was eased. More recently, Oxford has had cause to be thankful for William 
Morris, later Lord Nuffield, who gave huge sums of money to the hospital and to the Medical 
School. Gradually the hospital moved to Headington, and the Old Radcliffe finally closed in 
2007.

A sincere vote of thanks was given by Mrs Jean Perella.

The meeting had earlier been opened by the President, who was pleased to welcome four 
visitors.

Discussion  of  the  future  of  Group  Meetings  showed  that  members  were  in  favour  of 
continuing the meetings, but in fairness to other  WI’s, they should not always be held in 
Kennington.

A report  on the AGM showed the Resolution concerning the imprisonment of the severe 
mentally ill was passed. Although voting was close, the Resolution relating to fishing and 
bottom trawling was not passed.

We were told that fees next year will be £29.

A lovely floral display on the President’s Table had been arranged by Naseem Afzal, and this 
was given to Mollie Clarke in honour of her recent wedding anniversary.

The next meeting will be on September 3rd, when Mr Ian Kilshaw will speak on “Red Kites in 
the Chilterns.” Visitors and new members are always welcome.

18 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

JULY MEETING 2008

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


19



KENNINGTON OVERSEAS AID

40th year commemorative T-shirts

We still  have supplies of the unique KOA T-shirts  in both adult  and 
children’s sizes. The shirts are dark blue with the KOA 40th year design 
on the front; you might have seen committee members wearing them in 

the local papers. Prices now reduced to £7 adult, £4 children. Contact Halcyon Leonard (01865 
452783).

Challenges of Life Today

The next in this series will be on Thursday 25th September, 8:00–9:00pm in the Headway Room 
at the Good Shepherd Hall.

The Rev Robert Whorton, Chaplain to Sobell House, will lead a discussion on End of Life Moral  
Issues, an important and at times controversial topic.

All are warmly invited.

CHRONICLE CONFOUNDS

How many squares can you count in the diagram on the right?

Answer in next month’s Chronicle.

Answer to July’s question: All those  temperature scales, bar one,  
were named after their proposers: Alders  Celsius (1742), Daniel  
Gabriel  Fahrenheit (1724),  William  Thomson,  1st Baron  Kelvin 
(1848),  William  John  Macquorn Rankine (1859),  René  Antoine 
Ferchault de  Réaumur (1731),  Ole Christensen  Rømer (1701).  
Thus, the odd one out is Centigrade.

MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT

You are invited to join the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning

‘be part of it’ at the

Methodist Church Upper Road

Friday 26th September 2008

10:00am to 12:00noon

Raffle - Cakes - White Elephant
Refreshments

Further details from Pam Forster on 01865 421859
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YOUNG TALENT IN KENNINGTON

What a great range of talent we enjoyed at  the concert  in  the village centre  on 11th July! The 
evening began with the dancers from the Wendy Melson school of dancing, when children of each 
age and stage showed off their dancing abilities, and enjoyed themselves too. A number of solo 
items followed on flute, violin, trumpet, recorder and piano. We heard the St Swithun’s School 
Consort and the Mismatch Consort. There were items from the various recorder groups and the 
School Orchestra as well as the St Swithun’s School Choir, some singers and a family group of 
actors.

It  was  good  to  see  the  cubs  in  uniform giving  us  the  scout  hymn  just  before  the  break  for 
refreshments.

If you were not there, you missed a real treat. All the performers showed commitment, talent and 
great enthusiasm, and really deserved the appreciative applause of the audience in a full hall. Much 
work had gone into the evening, and thanks are due to Jill and Christian Bradley as well as all the 
teachers, parents and others who made this wonderful evening possible.

As a result of this year’s Kids for KOA Concert,  our own children in Kennington have helped 
children in Southern Sudan, who will benefit from this year’s KOA project to complete the building 
of a children’s ward in Goli hospital and fund a medical officer and nurses for the first year. In this 
very poor area there is one doctor for 100,000 people.

Well done Kids for KOA!! You were great! See you next year!!

— Brenda Groth, KOA committee

Everyone is warmly invited to
an evening of lively debate…

A ‘Question Time’ Evening

An invited panel will debate audience-chosen questions*
under the broad theme of the evening…

The relevance of Christianity in today’s world

Thursday 16th September

from 7:30 pm to 9:00 pm

in the Village Centre

* Questions to be submitted please to
Roy King, 62 The Avenue, by 12th September

(there will be a short time for ‘spontaneous’ questions on the night as well).
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PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE UPDATE

Police Beat Surgery

Sunday 14th September, 4–6 p.m.

Village Hall

Your local Neighbourhood Officers Adrian Wright and Del Delaney
will be available to discuss any issues or concerns you may have

on a one-to-one and CONFIDENTIAL basis.

Notice

During the month of September, TVP Rural Abingdon officers will operate a 
‘Zero  Tolerance’ initiative  in  Kennington,  paying  particular  attention  to 
Kennington Road by the Co-op. Any vehicle on the double yellow lines not 
displaying a valid disabled badge will be issued a £30 Fixed Penalty Notice 
ON SIGHT.

PCSO Adrian Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Team 0800 555 111
08458 505 505 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Kennington Horticultural Society

Annual Show of Flowers Fruit & Vegetables.

Saturday 13 September 2008 Village Centre, doors open at 2.15pm.

Also… handicraft, cookery, photograph and children classes.

Admission 50p, children under 16 free.
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OCTABUS   DIAL-A-RIDE SERVICE  

Residents of  the parish may not  be aware that  a dial-a-ride service for disabled and mobility-
impaired people operates in this area. Called  Octabus, the service operates Mondays to Fridays 
between 9am and 5pm, and provides a door-to-door service for people who are unable, or who find 
it difficult, to use conventional public transport.

To use the service you have to be a scheme member, but this costs just a one-off membership fee of 
£5. Fares are charged, but concessionary bus passes are accepted, so for most if not all  Octabus 
users the journey will be free. To book the Octabus service, just phone 01865 876176 up to seven 
days  before  your  journey.  Octabus can  be  used  for  any  sort  of  journey  except  for  hospital 
appointments or journeys to County Council-run Social Centres.

Information  about  Octabus is  available  from the  telephone number  above,  libraries,  or  County 
Council or District Council offices.

Octabus is funded by Oxfordshire County Council and Oxford City Council, Vale of White Horse 
District Council, and West Oxfordshire District Council.

The councils that make up Octabus are currently reviewing the service (which has run since April 
2005), as they are considering a new contract for the service from next April, when the current 
contract runs out. Local Parish Councils are amongst those being consulted, so if you have any 
views about the Octabus service, or about dial-a-ride in general, please let your parish council know 
before the consultation deadline of 22nd September.

— Christine Bartle, Admin. Assistant, www.oxonrcc.org.uk
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council and Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association

HAVE YOU TIME TO SPARE TO MEET SOMEONE NEW AND HELP?

Our scheme to train and place volunteers is gathering speed, and we already have a terrific team in 
the field. But here at the South & Vale Carers Centre in Didcot we would like to recruit more: 
would you be interested in helping out someone caring for a relative in their own home? You would 
be introduced to a household where the carer and the cared-for person are living, and asked to stay 
in the home while the carer took some time off: perhaps an hour a month, perhaps an afternoon a 
week.

This would all start off with an interview for you, and references sought, and then a short training 
course  to  equip  you  for  any  situation  and  send  you  free  from anxiety  into  your  future  as  a 
volunteer! We will take care in matching volunteers and cared-for people, and you would have 
constant  support  by  phone  when  you  need  it  as  well  as  ongoing  face-to-face  meetings  with 
colleagues and with Chris Elliott, the co-ordinator of the scheme.

Chris is waiting to hear from anyone interested, and has much more information to give. Please 
email her at the Carers Centre on chris@svcarers.org.uk, or phone her there on 01235 510212. She 
will be delighted you’ve called!
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NEWSLETTER FROM KENNINGTON LIBRARY

Summer holidays are almost over; I hope that you had a good time. The Beijing Olympics have 
been great,  and I am pleased to say that the competing fever has also gripped the 150 
children of Kennington starting our Team Read Summer reading challenge. Hopefully all of 
them will finish by the 13th of September 2008.

Remember, children, to complete the challenge you must read 6 books minimum with 4 visits 
at the library.

● First visit, registration; pick up at least 2 books

● Second visit, return 2 books you get your Bronze sticker medal

● Third visit, return 2 books you get your Silver sticker medal

● Fourth visit, return 2 books you get your Gold Sticker medal and the all-important 
Party Invitation letter

So get reading and you will be invited to collect
your real medal and certificate at the Award Party

Saturday 20th September 2008
10.30 am to 12.00 noon

The door will open at 10.00 am, the librarian and her special guests will host the party.

The Friends of Kennington Library will provide refreshments and party nibbles. The event is 
free but donations are welcome and help with setting up the hall would be appreciated.

We hope to see you and your family there at our very own end of Olympic Summer Read 
Challenge Party.

Fast reader it is never too late to start the reading challenge.

Dominique Henderson
Library Manager
Kennington Library
01865 730763
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ST SWITHUN’S SCHOOL

St Swithun’s CE (C) Primary School
Grundy Crescent, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PS

Head Teacher: Mrs Jill Evans
Telephone 01865 438933 — www.st-swithunskenningtonoxford.ik.org

MAY FAYRE: The PTA, together with parents, raised a tremendous £3,104.80 from 
this event. This amount, together with our share of £1,200 of proceeds from the 
KOA/Church/PTA Joint Fête, will enable us to buy useful equipment for the school.

KOA PROJECT FOR SUDAN: In May we were pleased to welcome visitors to our 
assembly to talk to us about the shortages of water, clothes and medical assistance 
in Sudan. The children were keen to help and £250 was raised from non-uniform days 
towards a children’s hospital in Sudan.

‘THE LITTLE PRINCESS’: The whole school was invited to see a production of ‘The 
Little Princess,’  a  play in  which a  young girl  experiences bullying at the hands of 
another child. As a school, we have a zero tolerance to bullying, and this play helped 
our pupils to understand the effects of unkindness on others.

ST SWITHUN’S PICTURE HUNT: In July, we held an open evening inviting parents, 
carers and children to visit St Swithun’s art galleries throughout the whole school. 
Every class put on a display of some excellent artwork that the children had created. 
The  event  helped  to  end  our  school  year  with  a  true  sense  of  community  and 
achievement.

74 YEARS ON THE PLAYGROUND: Lunchtime supervisors, Mrs Fanning and Mrs 
Bond, retired at the end of term 6, having clocked up 74 years between them. They 
have  seen  many  changes  at  St  Swithun’s  over  the  years  and  many  children  and 
parents have experienced their kindness. We wish them happiness in their retirement 
from school .

SCHOOL PRODUCTIONS: The school has recently been busy with some splendid 
productions.  The  children  in  years  5  and  6  put  on  an  energetic  performance  of 
‘Joseph and his  Amazing  Technicolour  Dreamcoat,’  complete with  lively  songs  and 
superb ‘Elvis dance.’ The children in years 3 and 4 have been studying the Ancient 
Greeks. As part of their project they put on a performance of the story of ‘Theseus 
and the  Minotaur.’  The  children’s  voices  soared and their  obvious  enjoyment  and 
enthusiasm of this ancient tale shone through.

TERM DATES
TERM 1 Wednesday 3rd September – Friday 24th October 2008

School closed Friday 3rd October — Teacher training day
TERM 2 Monday 3rd November – Friday 19th December 2008
Term 3 Tuesday 6th January – Friday 13th February 2009
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VILLAGE DIARY — SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER, NOVEMBER 2008
Fixed Weekly Meetings

Mondays
Thursdays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am

Tuesdays
Thursdays

Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am

Fridays Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

September
Tue 2 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 3 Kennington Link WI “Red Kites in the Chilterns” Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sat 6 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Tue 9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am

Wed 10
Kennington WI
“These You have Loved, or Haven’t, as the Case May Be”

Village Centre 7 pm

Thu 11 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sun 14 The Revd. Rosemary Davies conducts her first service Methodist Church 10:30 am
Mon 15 History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Fri 19 United Choirs’ First Rehearsal for Messiah Methodist Church Hall 7:45 pm
Sat 20 KOA Concert & Supper Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 21 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Tue 23 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Thu 25 Challenges of Life Today: “End of Life Moral Issues” Good Shepherd 8–9 pm
Fri 26 MacMillan Coffee Morning with Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon

October
Wed 1 Kennington Link WI “Life as a Gamekeeper’s Wife” Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sat 4 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Wed 8 Kennington WI “Ask Me Another” Village Centre 7 pm
Thu 9 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm

Tue 14
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Sat 18 Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Mon 20 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

November
Tue 4 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 5 Kennington Link WI “Masquerade—History of Masks” Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 8
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Remembrance Day Memorial Church and Memorial 10:45 am

Tue 11 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 12 Kennington WI “Xmas Suggestions” by M&S Village Centre 7 pm
Thu 13 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 15 Kennington Cancer Fund Xmas Bazaar Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Mon 17 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Sat 22 St Swithun’s Xmas Bazaar St Swithun’s Church 10 am
Tue 25 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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