
 



THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST SWITHUN

The Vicar
The Rev Terence Smith has now retired and until a new vicar is appointed please contact 
either Isabel or Nigel the churchwardens.

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nigel Franklin 14 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LJ 01865 327854

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mrs M Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Sunday School 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday 10:30 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled — Ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service & Baptisms 10:30 am

4th & 5th Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 am
Evening Service 6:30 pm

Wednesday Holy Communion 10:30 am

1st Wednesday Mon Choisy 11:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Vicar

Useful Telephone Numbers
Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings................................................................................................01235 854780
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC-Main switchboard)............................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Del Delaney 1810.......................08458 505505
County Councillor Bob Johnston..........bob.johnston@oxfordshire.gov.uk..............01865 730209
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ST SWITHUN’S NEWSLETTER

The church calendar  seems to be full  of  holy days,  when we celebrate the lives of saints.  On 
October 4th we celebrate the feast of St Francis of Assisi. Then on October 18th we celebrate St 
Luke the Evangelist – “the beloved physician”. He was not one of the Twelve Apostles and he is 
not mentioned in the Gospels, but he was at the heart of the struggles to reach all races. It was the 
most important task facing the Church then, and still is today. St Simon and St Jude are celebrated 
together on October 28th. We know very little about them and they were just names on the list of the 
Twelve Apostles closest to Jesus. They were missionaries, willing helpers in spreading the news 
that God loves us, and when their job was done they faded into the background. November 1st is All 
Saints Day. This is a day for remembering all those who do not make it into the dictionary of saints 
but are welcomed into the courts of heaven. That includes people like you and me

So where does this originate? It all started in 155AD when St Polycarp died and his friends decided 
to celebrate his martyrdom every January. Saints days then became special days, when people could 
get together for recreation, celebration and for a hallowing time. The days are still used to mark 
important events and people in church history, not only by including them in the calendar but also 
in our own lives.

Gilbert and Sullivan operas are very popular especially with people in Kennington.

In  the  opera  Patience they  make  fun  of  precious  poets  “uttering  platitudes  in  stained  glass 
attitudes.” Look around and see all the stained glass in medieval churches and there you can see 
lots of saints. They are important, but you can hardly say that they look like real people, especially 
as we could never twist our bodies into the unnatural attitudes they are standing in. But they were 
all very real people. who lived in a different world to ours. We are not being asked to follow a set of 
detailed instructions and live as they did, but we are called to adopt the same attitudes of care, love 
and compassion to the people around us. It is up to us to find the best ways of living for ourselves. 
God has paid us the compliment of giving us free will. He allows us to chose for ourselves what we 
do each step of the way and he trusts us to find our own way through life, provided we start with 
the right attitudes. In the end, of course, it also depends on our own personal circumstances, which 
will change from day to day and year by year

So the saints, their special days and their celebrations do matter to us all. Look on them as days of 
encouragement and celebration On October 19th there is a special day in St Swithun’s even though 
it is not a saint’s day. It is Harvest Festival Sunday when we say thank you to God for our food and 
all the other things he has given us. And it reminds God that we don’t take him for granted. It is 
also “Back to Church Sunday,” when we welcome back those many friends we have not seen in St 
Swithun’s church for some time. The service starts at 10.30am, so do come and join us in our 
celebrations, our own holy day.

Services in October:

5th Oct 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Peter Stanway

12th Oct 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Tony Moore

6:30 pm Compline 6:30 pm Holy Communion

19st Oct 10:30 am Harvest Service with 
Parish Communion
Priest: Teresa Morgan

26th Oct 9:00 am Parish Communion
Priest: Tony Johnson

6:30 pm Compline 10:30 am Family Service
6:30 pm Evensong

Children are very welcome at all of our services.
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Special Harvest Service on 19th October at 10.30am, followed by a Harvest Lunch

This Sunday will also be our ‘Back to Church’ Sunday. The Oxford diocese has joined some other 
dioceses in holding an annual ‘Back to Church Sunday’. It’s an occasion when we would like to 
invite everyone who used to attend church but for some reason stopped coming, and anyone who 
has never attended the church (but would like to find out what they’re missing) to come and join us 
for Sunday worship. Whoever you are, we want to welcome you! It’s so easy to fall out of the habit 
of coming to church. We know how busy Sunday mornings can be. Back to Church Sunday is a 
great way of saying, ‘We miss you.’ So please feel free to come along to our special harvest service. 
We look forward to welcoming people back that day – and we promise a warm welcome.

Family Service: Will be on 26th October at 10:30 am. Please do come along and join us; you will 
be very welcome. If you haven't been able to come along for a time since the baptism of your child, 
it will be particularly good to see you.

The mid-week communion services are at 10:30am on Wednesdays. Please do come along and 
join us if you can.

Please pray for:

The sick: Sue Moles, Joan Caddick, Derek  Copcutt, James, George and Nan  Whaley, Ian, Joan 
Miles, Francis Wilson, Jenny Peachy and Nigel.

The bereaved The family and friends of Tony Woodruff and Walter Long, and those whose ‘Year’s 
Mind’ falls at this time.

The residents of Kennington.

The Strategy for Growth program, including the Prayer Partnership.

The community: St Swithun’s School, the Parish Council, Health Centre, St Swithun’s Guild, the 
two homes in the parish, the other churches and organisations.

The World. All areas of the world where people are suffering, whether as a result of famine, war or 
natural  disasters.  We think  especially  of  the  people  of  Iraq,  Afghanistan,  the  Middle  East  and 
Africa. Pray for all those who work for peace, democracy and justice.

The work of the Church in the world.

The Queen.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to pray, meditate or simply sit and relax in 
God’s presence. We keep nothing of value on the Church premises.

Church Events

Living Faith
In June five of us were lucky enough to attend a Diocesan event called ‘Living Faith’. We would 
very much like to share our experiences of this inspiring day.
This will be on Thursday 9th October at 7.30pm in the Church Hall.

Everyone is warmly invited to our feed-back and some discussion . There will be nibbles and 
a glass of wine.

1st November

Shep Wooley and Friends. This enjoyable evening will take place in the Village Centre. Tickets 
are £10, which will include a meal. A bar will be available.

Isabel Baggott
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KENNINGTON METHODIST CHURCH

Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Telephones:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Oxford, OX3 8AX

Church Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH
Tel: 01865 243216

SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER

Morning Worship will be held each Sunday at 10.30 a.m.

The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.

A United Service of Evening Prayer will be held in the Roman Catholic Church 
of the Good Shepherd on Sunday, October 5th at 6.30 p.m.

PREACHERS FOR OCTOBER AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:

October 5th HARVEST THANKSGIVING. The Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies.

6.30 p.m. A United Service of Evening Prayer in the Roman Catholic Church of 
the Good Shepherd in Bagley Wood Road.

October 12th Michael Douglas, from Bladon.

October 19th ONE WORLD WEEK. Simeon Mitchell, from Oxford.

October 26th Deacon Stephen Richardson, from Rose Hill.

EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other 
activities. The  CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at  10 a.m. each Sunday morning, 
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.
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OTHER DATES FOR OCTOBER

Sunday
OCTOBER 5th

HARVEST THANKSGIVING at 10.30 a.m. Everyone is invited to come 
and share  in  this  joyful  service  of  celebration,  with  Harvest  hymns and 
decorations. Come, ye thankful people, come.

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday
OCTOBER 14th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards. See below for details.

Sunday
OCTOBER 19th

The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise for the Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at  3 p.m. and at Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 
3:45 p.m.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14th from 10 a.m. 
onwards. There will be many bargains and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out’.

The August Coffee Morning raised £149.67.
The September Coffee Morning raised £130.90.
The November Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday, November 11th at 10 a.m.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

MONDAY CIRCLE. The Monday Circle will be meeting on Monday, October 27th when Robert  
Sefton will  talk  about  “District  Nurses”. Details  from  Maizie  Johnson  on  01865  454296. 
Everyone is most welcome.

THE CHURCHES TOGETHER PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP GROUP meets on  Thursday, 
October 16th at 2.30 p.m. at 8 St Swithun’s Road.  There is a welcome for all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist  Church premises. Kindly note that  the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.
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THE KENNINGTON & DISTRICT UNITED CHURCH CHOIRS

The annual performance of  Handel’s  Messiah  will take place in the Holywell  Music Room in 
Oxford  on  Sunday,  October 5th at  3  p.m.  The  soloists  will  include  Claire  Barratt,  Rebecca 
Martin, Ian  Barratt and  Stephen  Barratt,  with  John  Oxlade at the piano, and  Trevor Cowlett  
conducting. As always, entrance will be free, but there will be a collection for the Oxford Parent 
Infant Project (OXPIP). We invite everyone to come along and share in an afternoon of delightful 
music. Come and sing, come and listen, come and give!

The final rehearsal  for  Messiah  will be on  Friday, October 3rd at  7.45 p.m.  in the  Methodist 
Church Hall in Upper Road. All singers are most welcome to come along (there are no auditions), 
and if you have a copy, please bring it with you. There will be just a few spare copies for those 
unable to find one. You will be made most welcome.

All details on 01865 735 885 or trevor@cowlett.co.uk

Rehearsals for the December concerts of  The Gondoliers  by  Gilbert & Sullivan  will begin on 
Friday, October 10th in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road at 7.45 p.m.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6.30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9.15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11.15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6.30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Parish Council Matters

From July Meeting 2008

The Parish Council  discussed the condition of  the 
surface at  the play area in  Forest  Side.  The Clerk 
had  investigated  with  two  playground  contractors 
whether  it  was  possible  to  install  either  wet  pour 
surfacing  or  rubber  matting.  The  costs  for  both 
options were very high so it was agreed to renew the 
surface with  Cushionfall® loose chippings.  Before 
they  could be  spread  it  would  be necessary to  do 
some groundwork.

There  will  be  a  slight  delay  in  replacing  the  bus 
shelter in Kennington Road near Upper Road. It was 
agreed  to  complete  the  replacement  of  all  the 
shelters  this  year.  The  old  shelters  in  The  Avenue 
near Sandford Lane will be removed soon and new 
ones ordered.

A quotation had been received from the tree surgeon 
to  tidy up the area of land at  south end of Upper 
Road from the boundary of № 159 to the footpath to 
Bagley  Wood  Road.  The  quotation,  which  was 
accepted,  would  involve  removing  all  the  dead 
Elms, an Elder and Laburnum plus two Bird Cherry 
trees. The crowns of four Limes, two Sycamores and 
two Bird Cherry trees would be lifted. Fallen wood 
would be removed.

The  Parish  Council’s  submission  for  the  Calor 
Oxfordshire Village of the Year was not successful 
in  winning one of the major  prizes.  However,  the 
village  was  awarded  £100  sponsored  by  the 
Barnsbury Charitable Trust for the Parish Council’s 
Saturday  drop-in  available  to  residents.  The 
presentation of the awards would be on 8th October 
2008.

A number  of  highway  issues  had  been  reported, 
including a pothole in the pavement at № 201 Poplar 
Grove. The uneven manhole cover in the roadway 
outside № 9 Bagley Wood Road was reported. An 
investigation into the state of the footpath from The 
Tandem to the Railway Bridge was requested. The 
condition of the raised footway along Sandford Lane 
was reported again.

Two  grants  were  awarded;  £250  for  the  Air 
Ambulance,  and  £100  for  the  Oxfordshire 
Association for the Blind.

The Parish Council  was asked to comment on the 
Octabus Dial-a-Ride  service  for  disabled  and 

mobility-impaired  people.  They  would  welcome 
hearing the views of users of the service living in the 
village. Please send your comments to the Clerk.

Some residents have asked about the cost and where 
to purchase the Aqua  Sacs that  the Parish Council 
lent  the  Fire  Brigade  in  the  most  recent  flooding 
incident in Kennington Road. The company web site 
is www.aqua-sac.com. The local distributor is Parker 
Merchanting,  Unit  3,  Cowley  Business  Centre, 
Watlington Road, Cowley,  Oxford OX4 6NH, Tel. 
01865  785700,  www.parker-direct.com.  One  bag 
costs  £6.00 and a  pack  of  25  costs  £143.75  from 
Parker Merchanting. They are easy to store and easy 
to handle and are as effective as normal sand bags. 
They should be reusable but take some time to dry 
out.

Flag Days

October
No flag days

November
9th Remembrance Day
11th Armistice Day
14th Birthday of The Prince of Wales
20th Her Majesty’s Wedding Day

Mrs Pam Johnston
Clerk to the Council

Dates of Council Meetings October 2008

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 9th October at 7:30pm.

The Parish ‘Office’ is on
Saturday 4th October from 10 am to noon.

The Planning Committee is
Tuesday 14th October at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the Parish 
Council at the next meeting following receipt of the 
plan,  which  may  be  within  days  of  notification. 
Therefore, please call the Clerk immediately if you 
want to make a comment. Plans can be viewed by 
arrangement  with  the  clerk  or  on-line  at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are held in the Village Centre, and 
are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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KENNINGTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Newsletter: October 2008

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

At the time of going to press, we still have a few vacancies for the holiday to Holland on 
7 May next year. Full details obtainable from the treasurer on 730961.

Annual Show 2008

Despite the dreadfully wet summer, the show was a great success with an increase this year in the 
number of exhibitors and exhibits covering a broad spread of entry classes. It was good to see new 
exhibitors winning trophies. The show was well supported and thanks go to all those who attended, 
helpers and sponsors. Well done! Here are the trophy winners:

Annual Show winners 2008

1. Kennington Cup for most points in vegetable classes: Steve Carr
2. Millenary Cup for the most points in flower classes: Maureen Winkfield
3. Rose Bowl for best exhibit of roses: Tony Gunn
4. Floral Art Cup for most points in floral art classes: Margaret Gardner
5. Millennium Cup for best exhibit in floral art classes: Margaret Gardner
6. Challenge Cup for most points in preserves & cookery: Linda Jackman
7. Gladys Prior Junior Floral Art Cup: Katy Robinson
8. Miniature Cup: child under seven group: Grace Richards
9. Junior Cup: child 8 to 11 yrs group: Abbi Churchill
10. Senior Cup: child 12–16 yrs group. Michael Robinson
11. Banjo Cup: best vegetable exhibit: Steve Carr
12. Horton Cup: best vase of chrysanthemums: Brian Peedell
13. NCS Certificate of Merit, chrysanthemums Ron Cousins
14. Dahlia Challenge Cup for most points in dahlia class: Tony Gunn
15. Bronze Medallion for best dahlia exhibit: Tony Gunn
16. Peter Baker Cup for best photograph in show: Rosalie Whiteley

On Wednesday 15 October 2008, Peter  Sheasby kicks off our autumn season of talks with a 
presentation on plant photography. This event will be held in the Village Centre commencing at 
7.30pm, admission £2.00.

Date  for  the  diary: AGM  and  talk  by  Tim  Walker:  “Plant  hunting  in  Australia”  (part  2). 
Wednesday 19 November in Village Centre. See the November Chronicle for more info.

CHRONICLE CONFOUNDS

What do the words in the box mean?

Answer in next month’s Chronicle.

Answer to last month: There were 30 squares. That’s sixteen1×1 squares, nine 2×2 squares, four 
3×3 squares and one 4×4 square.
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Kennington Link
WI

Ann Coulter (President) welcomed 21 members and two visitors – who are to join the Link in 
October. Minutes of the July Meeting were on the table for all to read. 

Correspondence 
1. Thank you letters from Mollie Clarke and Jean Mundy for flowers received. 
2. Petition from OFWI against ‘Domestic violence against women’.
3. The Gold Medal Competition for 2009 – a book cover maximum size A5 – made using a 

sewing needle. Entries to be at Tackley by February 27th 2009. 
4. Tickets on sale for Group Meeting on October 21st, 2.30 at the Village Centre. 
5. Subscriptions for 2009 will be £29.00. Dual members £12.62 to their 2nd Institute. 
6. Leaflets of proposed outings and events were on the table. 

Thanks expressed to: Ann and Rosalie tor setting up the hall, Mary Willett and Barbara Bayliss (the 
tea ladies), Betty Tapping for providing the flowers – this plant to be given to Anne Garlick for her 
‘landmark’ birthday, and Joan Bowen-Thomas for playing Jerusalem. 

A.O.B. 
1. Founders  Day Party  Feb 4,  2009 — this  will  be our  40th Anniversary.  The  Committee 

suggested that the Steventon Singers should be asked to provide the entertainment, and that 
Pearl Livett be asked to do the catering – Members agreed with this. 

2. As  Joan  Bowen-Thomas  has  resigned  as  Speakers  Secretary,  it  was  suggested  that  the 
President and the Treasurer (Christine Ravenscroft) should form a Group with volunteer 
members to suggest future speakers. Joan Bowen-Thomas was thanked for her hard work 
over the years. 

3. News & Views — items discussed. Sheila Prior was congratulated on winning a Yorkshire 
Tea Luxury Fruit Cake in the June Quiz. 

4. Chairs in the Methodist Church — it was requested that at the end of meetings the chairs 
should be pushed to the sides of the room and left in two rows, instead of being stacked one 
on top of the other. The chairs are very heavy and members are becoming older and less fit! 

Our Speaker – Red Kites in the Chilterns – Mr Ian   Kilshaw   

Mr Kilshaw is the enthusiastic Chairman of the ‘Red Kites in the Chilterns Group’ of the RSPB. 
These splendid birds have 5–6 ft wingspans, a forked tail, white markings on dark wings and red 
flushes on the breast. 

In mediӕval times they were very common and welcomed, as with their scavenging habits they 
helped to clean up the roads and paths. By Tudor times they were thought to prey on game birds 
and were shot by game keepers and farmers, by 1830–1840 they were almost extinct, the last�  
recorded kite in Oxon was in 1830. By the end of the 19th century, there were kites only in Wales – 
none in England and Scotland. In the 20th century, the Red Kite Committee was formed, and by 
1989 the bird was reintroduced in the Chilterns.  The varied landscape of hills.  mixed farming, 
sunken lanes, woodland and settlements was ideal. In 1994, 93 kites were introduced, by 2002 there 
were 139 pairs, and by 2003, 200 pairs. The Committee is introducing kites and their history to 
children in schools, to celebrate this successful experiment. Mrs Sheila Prior thanked Mr Kilshaw 
most sincerely on our behalf for a fascinating and enjoyable talk. 

We next meet on October 1  st   for a talk, “My Life as a Gamekeeper’s Wife” by Mrs Jean   Pugh  .
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HELP FOR THE HOMELESS – KENNINGTON CHURCHES TOGETHER 

The collection for the homeless will be made on Sundays 26th October & 2nd November 2008. 

The items collected will  be for the Night Shelter,  which needs blankets, towels and toiletries . 
Household items for their re-homing project include crockery, pots and pans, cutlery and household 
linen. 

Food items needed are  cereals,  long-life  milk,  tins  of beans  and spaghetti,  soup,  minced beef, 
Marmite, breakfast cereals and tuna. 

A special  request  has  been  received  from  the  Night  Shelter  for  underwear,  socks  and  value 
toothbrushes. These items are always urgently needed. 

If you are unable to leave your donation at one of the Churches in Kennington please contact any of

Ruth Hooper Ann Coulter David Butler 
01865 739868 01865 739271 01865 739487 

Many thanks for your help – it is greatly appreciated by all at the Night Shelter. 

HOW THE COLLECTING FOR THE HOMELESS BEGAN 

At a Bible study course being held at the home of Mr & Mrs Warner, it was decided that we should 
undertake a new venture with Kennington Churches together. During the course we had discussed 
homelessness, and some of us had pledged ourselves to the homeless peoples, so it was decided that 
we should see how best we could help. 

One of the members went to find out what help was needed. It was decided to collect for the Night 
Shelter, which needed Blankets and Towels. Over the time further items have been added to the list, 
e.g. toiletries, socks and underwear. The easy-to-prepare food also goes to the Night Shelter, so that 
when one of their clients are re-homed they are able to have a starter pack of food to take with 
them. 

During more recent times Julian Housing has asked us to collect crockery pots and pans, together 
with single bedding and duvets to be used in their re- homing project. 

Sadly, Mr Warner from the Roman Catholic Church passed away. David Butler joined Ruth & Ann 
from the other Churches with the collection. 

Many thanks for supporting the Night Shelter for 20 years with our twice a year collection. I know 
they are really pleased with your generous donations. When items become available at other times 
we are able to make extra donations. 

Many Thanks, 

Ann

KOA SHOP —   Child Bench and Chair  

Will  the  lady  who  purchased  a  Child’s  Bench  and  Chair  please  contact  Ruth  Hooper,  01865 
739868, who has the legs and supports for the bench left accidentally behind at the shop.
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CONTINUING THE JOURNEY…

I welcome the opportunity to introduce myself to you as I begin another step on the journey of 
Christian ministry.

My name is Rosemary Davies and I have been appointed as 
the new Methodist Minister within the Oxford Circuit serving 
the communities at Kennington, Headington and Horsepath.

Being  a  Methodist  Minister  involves  moving  around  from 
time to time. So, since my theological training in Cambridge 
and ordination in Leeds in 1994, I have served in Gravesend, 
Kent for 5 years and have just completed 10 years in Bristol. I 
have swapped one university city for another!

I come to you with a very supportive husband in Robert, to 
whom I have been married for 13 years. My personal interests 
include  travel,  walking,  gardening,  visiting  places  of 
historical  interest,  music  and  theatre.  I  enjoy  singing  and 
playing the guitar, piano and organ, so I'm looking forward to 
experiencing the wealth of musical talent which I know exists 
in Kennington.

Before I became a Minister I worked for 8 years as a Branch Librarian in various public libraries in 
Dorset, so I have always loved books as well as meeting a variety of people. I look forward to 
sharing in the life of this vibrant community and getting to know as many people as I can. If you 
see me around, do say hello.

My contact details may be found on page 5, so if I can be of any help to you, then don't hesitate to 
call me.

Rev Rosemary Davies
Methodist Minister, Kennington

BRITISH POPPY APPEAL

The  end  of  October  and  beginning  of  November  is  the  period  known  as 
Remembrancetide. This is the time we remember the fallen and injured of many conflicts. 
The Poppy Appeal supports both them and their families. Kennington has always been 
generous in its giving – the amount collected has been increasing year by year. 

To get this money, poppy sellers are needed. Many of Kennington’s "Poppy People" have been 
doing this for more years than they would like to think, and for some it is time to call it a day. New 
people are always needed. 

If you think you could spare an hour to help with this most worthwhile cause, please contact one of 
us. 

Barbara Boyne 735634 or Sheila and Michael Prior 739796 
Thank you.
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KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

September Meeting

Mrs Suckling welcomed our members and guests to the September meeting and hoped everyone 
had had an enjoyable summer despite the weather. She reported that three members were ill and 
that get well cards were being sent to each of them.

Items of correspondence were brought to the members’ attention together with various pieces from 
the September edition of News and Views. These included the Singing for Pleasure Morning on 
Tuesday, 21st October in Kennington Methodist Hall and the three mile sponsored walk around the 
Oxford University Parks on Sunday, 26th October.

Mrs Tilston, our Group Representative, gave details of the autumn group meeting on Tuesday, 21st 

October at 2.30pm in Kennington Village Centre. The speaker will be Paul Mayhew-Archer, who is 
the co-writer of The Vicar of Dibley television series.

Members were reminded that our next coffee morning will be held on Wednesday, 19 th November. 
Cakes and articles for the sales table would be greatly appreciated.

Mrs  Suckling  then  introduced  Mrs  Barbara  Gray,  who  gave  us  a  very  amusing  talk  with  the 
intriguing title “These you have loved, or haven’t, as the case may be”.

After refreshments, the meeting closed at 9.30pm.

KENNINGTON HISTORY SOCIETY

In  September,  the first  meeting following the Society’s summer break was a  quite  exceptional 
illustrated presentation by local historian Liz Woolley about the historically important ‘Parish of  
St Thomas’ in the west of Oxford. Liz’s narrative told the fascinating story of the important part 
played by this largely forgotten area in the development of the City. The thought-provoking talk 
highlighted both the cosmopolitan and rather disreputable nature of the early parish, and also the 
various  businesses,  such  as  brewing,  that  flourished  there  serving  more  than  just  the  local 
community.

‘this month’

This month’s meeting will be held as usual in the Methodist Church at 7:45pm on Monday the 
20th October 2008 when a popular previous speaker  Adrian Thornton, back by public demand, 
will give us a second talk entitled ‘More National Parks’

‘next month’

An early date for your diary, the History Society’s next event will be held on  Monday  the  17th 

November 2008  in the  Methodist Church  starting at  7:45pm  when  Tim Jordan  will  give an 
illustrated talk entitled ‘Cotswold Barns’.

History Society talks are Free to Members with Visitors Welcome at a cost of £2.50.

George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE

Flu: Yes — that time of year again! The consequences of ’flu can be severe, and your GP strongly 
recommends that people who are over 65 should have a ’flu vaccination, as well as those of any 
age who are at risk, i.e. have chronic lung disease, chronic heart disease, diabetes, chronic renal 
disease or a weak immune system.

We are holding flu clinics on:
Saturday 4th October
Friday 10th October
Saturday 25th October (by appointment only)

If you would like to make an appointment, please ring 01865 730911.

A   Pneumovax jab…  

● is  also  strongly  recommended  for  the  above  groups,  to  help  to  protect  you  from  the 
pneumococcal bacteria, which can cause pneumonia, septicaemia or meningitis.

● If you are aged 65 or over, or under 65 with one of the diseases mentioned above   (and you 
haven’t had one already), you can ask the nurse to give you a Pneumovax jab.

EXTENDED HOURS FOR OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER: In addition to our normal opening 
hours, we are open as follows for routine appointments. Our phone lines will be open, as before, 
between 8.30–1pm, 2–6pm Monday–Friday.

OCTOBER
Thursday 2nd Oct until 8.15pm
Saturday 11th Oct 8.30–11.45am
Saturday 18th Oct 8.30–11.45am
Monday 20th Oct until 8.15pm
Thurs 23rd Oct until 8.15pm
Monday 27th Oct until 8.15pm
Thursday 30th Oct until 8.15pm

NOVEMBER
Saturday 8th Nov 8.30–11.45am
Saturday 15th Nov 8.30–11.45am
Mon 17th Nov until 8.15pm
Thurs 20th Nov until 8.15pm
Mon 24th Nov until 8.15pm
Thurs 27th Nov until 8.15pm

Did you know...

You can order your repeat prescription on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager
 Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net

KENNINGTON GOOD NEIGHBOURS

This autumn will see the preparation of the Village List for 2009–2011. The current one is the 
bright orange booklet that everyone had in 2007. It contains a brief history of the village plus listing 
the many groups and societies that are active here. 

If your group or society is not in the current “List” and you would like it to be , please give your 
details  (contact  names,  addresses,  phone  numbers)  to  the  number  below  before the  end  of 
November. If your group is no longer functioning and details need to be deleted, that needs to be 
known also. This is so that the new booklet is as accurate as possible. 

Delivery will be in January 2009.
— Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road, 01865 735634
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KENNINGTON OVERSEAS AID

Fortieth Anniversary

At the time of writing this report, we are preparing for the final event of this celebratory year. The first 
‘Show-  stoppers  Concert  with  Supper’  took  place  in  2006  and  was  an  immediate  success.  The 
professionally trained and talented singers of Charity Opera perform for us free of charge and entertain us 
regally. The mezzo soprano Rebecca Martin, daughter of KOA’s long serving Secretary, Val Martin, who 
also organises the concert, has formed a group to entertain at weddings and garden parties, although sadly 
there will have been few of the latter this year.

A wet summer did not detract from the success of the KOA Shop. Quite the contrary, the people of 
Kennington were generous in their giving to the shop and a remarkable turn over meant this was a record 
year. Our Treasurer, David Butler likes to keep the final result under wraps to announce at our end of the 
year ‘party’, our AGM. All are welcome to attend on Thursday December 4th in St Swithun’s Hall at 8 
pm. The business of the meeting is swift (30 min.) and you need not worry about being asked to do 
anything: that is not our way. The treasurer announces the result of this year’s fund raising and distributes 
a sheet listing the outcomes for each event. Our expenses are small, mostly hall rentals and insurance. 
The cheque will be handed over to Medical Assist International, who will report on the project. This 
year’s Chairman, Clive Rodgers, has produced a rolling photographic record of the 2008 events, and we 
enjoy watching it, when we are not embarrassed, whilst drinking some wine and enjoying a light buffet.

We also distribute the outline proposals from three charities, one of which will be our project for 2009. 
Anyone can have copies and come along in January and help with the selection. Some things about KOA 
do not change even after 40 years — the democracy! The way we fund-raise does change with the times 
as illustrated by The Show Stoppers Concert. New people with new ideas are always welcome.

Sylvia Vetta 739071 Clive Rodgers 739447 Brenda Groth 739229

KENNINGTON FESTIVAL GROUP

(Formerly known as Handicapped group)

Are you at a loose end on Monday afternoons? Are you 
over 60? Do you feel lonely sometimes? Would you like 
to meet some very nice people, have a chat and a cup of 
tea and maybe play a game of Bingo?

Yes? Well come along one Monday afternoon 2–4pm in Kennington Village Centre. We 
will be there on October 13th and 27th, and November 10th and 24th.

Please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 for more information.

Make sure you leave your Name and Telephone number 
on  the  answer  phone  so  I  can  ring  you  back!!!! 
Somebody didn’t – if it was you please try again.

If you need transport, we can arrange that as well.

You will be most welcome!
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PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE UPDATE

The main talking point in the village over the last month has been the  DRUGS RAID that took 
place on Riverview off of Otters Reach. As a result of extensive investigation and monitoring on a 
property on Riverview a successful raid was executed, 2 arrests were made and drugs of various 
classifications were seized with a value surpassing £50,000. This was clearly a significant drugs 
operation that has now been stopped and a sure sign that this kind of behaviour is not welcome 
within this community.

Again  PARKING is becoming a regular complaint around Playfield Road and surrounding area. 
More specifically large vehicles are being parked near to junctions, making it a dangerous situation 
for other road users. Would anyone with a larger vehicle please show consideration and do their 
best to reduce the risks that their parking could create, Positive action will be taken against any 
vehicle causing an unacceptable level of risk.

The ZERO TOLERANCE initiative in place in regards to parking on Kennington Road near to the 
Co-Op will remain in place until further notice. Any vehicle parked on the Double Yellow Lines 
will receive a £30 Fixed Penalty Notice on sight – NO EXCEPTIONS.

For any further information call TVP Non-emergency line 0845 8 505 505 or 999 in an emergency.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Team 0800 555 111
08458 505 505 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

CLAIRE HAIR FASHIONS

This hairdressing salon was opened back in 1968, so we understand, and was 
initially run and owned by a Mrs Donkin. The business name came from Mrs 
Donkin’s daughter, which has remained unchanged ever since. At this time, as 
some  local  residents  may  remember,  the  salon  had  two  entrances;  ladies 
through  the  front  door,  and  gentlemen’s  barber  shop  via  the  rear  of  the 
premises.

In June 1977 the salon changed hands. It was purchased by Trevor and Mary Bullock. At this time 
Mary was expecting the couple’s first child, which on consideration when combining taking over a 
business, strikes me as a huge commitment at that time. Mary went on to have two more children 
(now all grown up) and continues to be an essential part of the salon team.

In February 2008, after 31 years, the salon changed hands to myself, the present owner. My name is 
Emmaline Belcher. I have worked at the salon since 1997. I joined the team at Claire’s as a junior 
stylist  aged  18,  when  I  had  just  completed  my  level  2  NVQ  qualification  in  hairdressing.  I 
continued  to  study  and  passed  my  level  3  NVQ  in  advanced  hairdressing  and  barbering  the 
following year. Since working at the salon I took a break in 2005 for a period of time to have my 
daughter Olivia, who is now three, before returning to the team in 2006.

So far we have completed the first of many steps to update and offer new services to our customers. 
These changes we hope are complementary to the existing salon. The team has changed very little, 
but has been enhanced to provide the new services.

Emmaline Belcher, clairehairfashions@googlemail.com, Claire Hair Fashions & Beauty
01865 739333. “The changing face of hairdressing and beauty in Kennington”

27

mailto:clairehairfashions@googlemail.comC
mailto:Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/


28 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


NEWSLETTER FROM KENNINGTON LIBRARY

I hope that you all had a lovely time at our Team Read Medal & Certificate Party.

I would like to thank our guests’ councillor Mr Peter Biggs, Mrs Tariq teacher from Small World 
Nursery and Mrs Evans headmistress of St Swithun’s Primary school for their help to distribute 
certificates and gold medals to over 70 children.

Many thanks too to the parents and the volunteers from the Friends of Kennington Library who 
have provided help and cakes for the party.

Finally but not least a Big Thank you to all the children who took part in this year summer reading 
challenge.

October is Family Learning month, so we will have 2 events for young families, Rhyme Time and 
Half-Term Story Time. See page 31.

Parents and teenagers might be interested to know that the Oxford Children’s Book Group will be 
running a Children book/author Conference at Oxford Castle Saturday 11th October. Details and 
booking form available at the library.

I would like to dedicate the second part of this newsletter to introduce the  New exciting Service 
from  Oxfordshire  Libraries  called  Library  Answers  Direct.  It  is  for  everyone  in  Oxfordshire 
regardless of whether you have a library membership.

Need information fast or simply curious about something?

OXFORDSHIRE LIBRARIES ANSWERS DIRECT

0845 600 3119

libraryanswersdirect@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Monday to Thursday 9am to 7pm
Friday and Saturday 9am to 5.30 pm

An expert librarian-run countrywide service, providing answers to your questions big and small 
on anything and everything. Let us take the strain from your searching and save you time.

Simply phone, e-mail or write to us ℅ Central Library, Westgate, Oxford, OX1 1DJ, whatever 
suits you best. Call from the library or ring us from home, work or on the move!

We look forward to hearing from you!

So far this new service has been able to answer to all the questions that a simple village librarian 
can not answer. Meanwhile, my staff and I remain at your service for joining, lending and reading, 
renewing and reserving, books and DVD’s.

You can also do it on line at www.libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk or 24 hours phone 0845 1202811. For 
these services you will need a library card and PIN number.

We look forward to see you too and LOOK OUT for a big event in the pipe-line in the November 
newsletter.

Dominique Henderson
Library Manager, Kennington Library, 01865 730763
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RHYME TIME
at

Kennington Library

To celebrate Bookstart Day

Wednesday 15th October

10.30 am to 11.00 am.

This year’s theme is “PIRATES”, so at Kennington library…

We hope that we shall see,
see,see,see

Babies, toddlers, all the family to sing
Sing, sing sing

With You and Me,
me ,me,me.

Kennington library, Kennington Village Centre. Telephone 730763

Half-term holiday week

STORY TIME

Wednesday 29th October

10.30 am to 11.30 am
at

KENNINGTON LIBRARY

The librarian welcome Moira DaCosta, storyteller from the Oxford Children’s Book Group

Theme: Funny not scary Halloween stories for 2–6 years old.

For more information telephone 01865 730763

Or visit us at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kenningtonlibrary

MORE INFORMATION ON THE WEBSITE…

We often get useful submissions, such as from the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council (ORCC), 
that are too large to fit into the Kennington Chronicle.

Head off to our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk and select the On-line Extras link to find 
them.
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THE ROSE TAYLOR MEMORIAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH

From the many enquires received,  we are aware that our regular supporters  have been eagerly 
awaiting this notice and have been somewhat concerned by the delay. Finding an available date this 
year has proved very difficult but, with special thanks to Domestic Bursar Tim Royal, we can now 
announce that, with the kind permission once more of the Said Business School, this year’s charity 
Christmas Lunch will be held in Egrove Park on Tuesday 23rd December 2008 at 12:30pm for 
1:00pm.

Because of the event’s outstanding popularity, allied to the fact that not everyone in the village 
received their Chronicle on the same day, the allocation of the tickets for past lunches had been a 
matter of some comment. But it now seems, because of the new arrangements introduced last year, 
the distribution system is considered fair.

This year, tickets for this traditional Christmas Dinner, with all the trimmings including a choice of 
red or white wine, prepared and served by the School’s renowned catering staff, can be obtained 
from 10am Monday 3rd NOVEMBER 2008 at a cost of £15.00 from George or Carole Ross at 
163 Bagley Close, Kennington.

* Increase due to rising cost and wish to maintain the level of charitable funds raised.

All of the proceeds from this year’s event (dinner and raffle), in excess of the costs involved, will 
be donated, in line with the Taylor Family’s wishes, equally between Sir Michael Sobell House and 
Helen & Douglas House.

Once again two of Rose’s favourite charities.

As in previous years, there is a limited number of tickets available, which cannot be reserved. They 
will, as usual, be sold on a strictly ‘first come first served’ basis, but not until 3rd November 2008. 
Please do not enquire or call before that date.

George & Carole Ross

A NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY

KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

invites you to a

COFFEE MORNING

at the

Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington

on

WEDNESDAY 19th NOVEMBER, 10:30 am–12 noon

Coffee/Tea and cake – £1.00

RAFFLE — SALES TABLE

ALL VERY WELCOME
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VILLAGE DIARY — OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 2008
Fixed Weekly Meetings

Mondays
Thursdays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am

Tuesdays
Thursdays

Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am

Fridays Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

October
Wed 1 Kennington Link WI “Life as a Gamekeeper’s Wife” Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sat 4 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Sun 5
Harvest Thanksgiving Methodist Church 10:30 am
Handel’s Messiah Holywell Music Room, Ox. 3 pm
United Service Good Shepherd Church 6:30 pm

Wed 8 Kennington WI “Ask Me Another” Village Centre 7 pm
Thu 9 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 10 United Choirs’ First Rehearsal for The Gondoliers Methodist Church Hall 7:45 pm

Tue 14
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Sat 18 Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Sun 19 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 20 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

November
Tue 4 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 5 Kennington Link WI “Masquerade—History of Masks” Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 8
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Remembrance Day Memorial Church and Memorial 10:45 am

Tue 11 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 12 Kennington WI “Xmas Suggestions” by M&S Village Centre 7 pm
Thu 13 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 15 Kennington Cancer Fund Xmas Bazaar Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Mon 17 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Sat 22 St Swithun’s Xmas Bazaar St Swithun’s Church 10 am
Tue 25 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

December
Wed 3 Kennington Link WI “Morocco” Clive Jones Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sun 7 Xmas Tree, Lights, Carols, Mince Pies Memorial 6 pm
Tue 9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 10 Kennington WI “Musical Entertainment” Village Centre 7 pm
Thu 11 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm
Mon 15 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 16 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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When submitting articles to the Chronicle, please “Remember to provide a 
contact phone or email” in case of problems!
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