


THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST SWITHUN

The Vicar
The Rev Terence Smith has now retired and until a new vicar is appointed please contact 
either Isabel or Nigel the churchwardens.

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nigel Franklin 14 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LJ 01865 327854

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mrs M Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Sunday School 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday 10:30 am

Choir Mondays 6:30 pm

St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent
4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm

Day School (Voluntary Controlled — Ages 3–11)
Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service & Baptisms 10:30 am

4th & 5th Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 am
Evening Service 6:30 pm

Wednesday Holy Communion 10:30 am

1st Wednesday Mon Choisy 11:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Churchwardens

Useful Telephone Numbers
Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings................................................................................................01235 854780
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC-Main switchboard)............................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Del Delaney 1810.......................08458 505505
County Councillor  Bob Johnston.........bob.johnston@oxfordshire.gov.uk..............01865 730209
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ST SWITHUN’S NEWSLETTER

REMEMBRANCE

How often have you switched on the T.V. hoping to find something that is worth watching, and up 
pops The Poseidon Adventure? You mutter, “Oh no, not again,” and switch off. But wait a minute. 
There is a short scene near the beginning where two Christian ministers are arguing about the death 
of Jesus on the cross. The younger one says that all the talk about sacrifice was out of date and that 
we should think of the cross as an example of love. The older minister replies that there is no love 
and no salvation without  sacrifice.  So what  happens next?  The older  man is  drowned and the 
younger man tries to lead the group to safety and then the liner turns turtle.  He finally has to 
sacrifice his own life to save them, so perhaps the older man was right.

Remembrance Day is when we remember all those who sacrificed their lives in times of war: this 
includes those who laid down their lives for their friends and those who thought it all a waste, but 
still did their duty. If we do not remember them then we are ungrateful. So we remind ourselves to 
live our own lives in ways that are worthy of their sacrifice.

In Shakespeare's Henry V, the king tells his soldiers to sing Psalm 115:

“Not to us, Lord, not to us,
But to your name give the glory.”

When a war is won, we must remember that we could not have done it on our own. We were 
successful because God helped us. Of course God does not take sides and is saddened as much by 
the death of enemy soldiers as by our own.

But  what  about  the record  of  God as  a  peacemaker? In 1968 an  American colonel  serving  in 
Vietnam said to his chaplain, “We read Psalm 46 this morning with the words ‘God makes wars to 
cease all over the world.’ Well, in this part of the world he is not doing it very well.” A few years 
later the war ended. Who can say if God was involved in the process that brought it to an end?

It is at this time that we remember the war poets. Some like Rupert  Brooke were patriotic and 
regarded sacrifice as made willingly:

“There is some comer of a foreign field
that is forever England.”

Others, towards the end of the war, like Wilfred Owen, thought the sacrifices had been unjustly 
demanded by ignorant superiors, and he reversed the story of Isaac and Abraham so that Abraham

“raised his hand and slew his son
and half the seed of Europe one by one.”

When you next walk past the village war memorial why not pause, read the names and ask a few 
questions. Imagine how the soldiers felt when they went into battle. How did their families feel 
when they did not come back? Our questions will linger in the air and possibly our doubts, but we 
must not forget that our lives are not in our control. We cannot map out what will happen, but we 
can ask questions and we can remember those who died.

Services in November:

2nd Nov 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Tony Moore

9th Nov 10:45 am Remembrance Service
at the War Memorial, 
followed by service in 
Church led by Christine 
Redgrave

6:30 pm Compline 6:30 pm Holy Communion
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16th Nov 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Teresa Morgan

23rd Nov 9:00 am Parish Communion
Priest: Peter Jefford

6:30 pm Compline 10:30 am Family Service
6:30 pm Methodist Anniversary 

Service

Children are very welcome at all of our services.

Family Service: Will be on 23rd October at 10:30 am. Please do come along and join us; you will 
be very welcome. If you haven't been able to come along for a time since the baptism of your child, 
it will be particularly good to see you.

The mid-week communion services are at 10:30am on Wednesdays, led by Peter Jefford. Please 
do come along and join us if you can.

Please pray for:

The sick: Sue Moles, Joan Caddick, Derek  Copcutt, James, George and Nan  Whaley, Ian, Joan 
Miles, Francis Wilson, Jenny Peachy and Nigel.

The bereaved: All those whose 'Year's Mind' falls at this time.

The residents of Kennington.

The Strategy for Growth program, including the Prayer Partnership.

The community: St Swithun’s School, the Parish Council, Health Centre, St Swithun’s Guild, the 
two Residential homes in the parish, the other churches and organisations.

The World: All areas of the world where people are suffering, whether as a result of famine, war or 
natural  disasters.  We think especially  of the people of,  Iraq,  Afghanistan,  the Middle East  and 
Africa. We pray for all our service personnel. Pray for all those who work for peace, democracy and 
justice.

The work of the Church in the world.

The Queen.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to pray, meditate or simply sit and relax in 
God’s presence. We keep nothing of value on the Church premises.

Church Events

1st November:  Shep Wooley and Friends. This enjoyable evening will take place in the Village 
Centre. Tickets are £10 and include a meal. A bar will be available. If you would like tickets please 
ring Roger Dennett 739979 or Brian Baggott 730950.

6th November: ‘Time to Chill.’ Do you get stressed with life at times? Come and chat and hear 
some thoughts on how to slow down and relax.

22nd November: Christmas Market in the Village Centre. Come and get those early Christmas 
presents, cakes, decorations etc.

Look  for  the  details  of  our  walk  next  year  on  page  15,  the  ‘St  Swithun’s  Way’ from 
Winchester to Farnham.

— Isabel Baggott
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KENNINGTON METHODIST CHURCH

Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Telephones:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Church Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH
Tel: 01865 243216

SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER

Morning Worship will be held each Sunday at 10.30 a.m. except for Sunday 
November 9th.

Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday November 2nd at 10:30 a.m.

The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.

A United Evening Service will be held in the Methodist Church on  Sunday, 
November 23rd at 6.30 p.m. to celebrate the 41st Anniversary of the Church.

PREACHERS FOR NOVEMBER AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:

November 2nd The  Minister,  the  Revd.  Rosemary  Davies.  This  service  will  include  the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion.

November 9th REMEMBRANCE  SUNDAY.  There  will  be  NO  Morning  Service  in  the 
Methodist Church today. Instead, we shall all meet at the Village War Memorial 
at 10.45 a.m. to share in the Act of Remembrance with the whole village. This 
will be followed immediately by a United Service for Remembrance Sunday in 
the Parish Church of St Swithun. The Revd. Leslie Marsh, one of our retired 
Ministers,  will  be sharing in this  service.  Those who find standing at  the War 
Memorial too long or too cold are invited to sit quietly in St Swithun’s Church 
until they are joined by the parade from outside. We are all invited to come and 
share in this important occasion for the whole village.

November 16th Hilary Blake, from Oxford

November 23rd 41st ANNIVERSARY OF THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON. 
Morning Worship led by the Revd. Philip Beuzeval, one of our retired Ministers 
from Yarnton.
6.30 p.m. A United Evening Service of Celebration  led by  the  Minister, the 
Revd.  Rosemary Davies.  We shall  be  joined  at  this  service  by our  Christian 
friends from the Roman Catholic Church of the Good Shepherd, and St Swithun’s 
Parish Church. We would like to invite all the village to come and share in this 
special service. Everyone is most welcome, as always.

November 30th ADVENT SUNDAY. Dr Neville Shepherd from Headington.
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EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other 
activities. The  CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at  10 a.m. each Sunday morning, 
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service. (NOT on November 9th.)

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

OTHER DATES FOR NOVEMBER

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday
NOVEMBER 11th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards. See below for details.

Sunday
NOVEMBER 16th

The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise for Mon Choisy Elderly Persons 
Home at 3 p.m. and Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 3:45 p.m.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist  Church Hall  in  Upper  Road on  TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11th from 
10 a.m.  onwards.  There  will  be  many  bargains  and  all  the  proceeds  will  go  towards  Church 
Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out’.

The October Coffee Morning raised £171.20.
The December “Christmas Special” Coffee Morning will be Tuesday, December 9th at 10 a.m.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

MONDAY CIRCLE.  The Monday Circle  will  be meeting  on  Monday,  November 24th for  a 
Christmas Crafts Evening  with  Wendy Daw.  Details from Maizie Johnson  on  01865 454296. 
Everyone is most welcome.

THE CHURCHES TOGETHER PRAYER & FELLOWSHIP GROUP meets on  Thursday, 
November 20th at 2.30 p.m. at 8 St Swithun’s Road.  There is a welcome for all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist  Church premises. Kindly note that  the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.
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THE KENNINGTON & DISTRICT UNITED CHURCH CHOIRS

The annual performance of  Handel’s  Messiah,  which was held in the Holywell Music Room in 
Oxford on  Sunday, October 5th  raised a total of just over  £1,000 for the  Oxford Parent Infant 
Project  (OXPIP).  The  very  inclement  weather  kept  a  large  number  of  people  away,  and  the 
audience was much smaller than usual, which accounts for the smaller collection. But it  was a 
splendid performance and both choir and soloists excelled themselves. Our thanks go to everyone 
who came along and sang or listened, and who gave so very generously.

The Choirs are now preparing  The Gondoliers  by  Gilbert & Sullivan  for four performances in 
November  and  December.  The  concerts  will  take  place  in  Witney  and  Marston,  plus  two  in 
Kennington. Rehearsals are held every Friday evening in the  Methodist Church Hall  in  Upper 
Road at  7.45 p.m. and new singers are always welcome. There are no auditions or subscriptions 
and library copies are available. There is still time – just – for you to join the singers if you would 
like to be part of this pre-Christmas programme. It will be fun, as always.

The concert dates are: Witney  Congregational  Church  –  Friday,  November  28th

OXSRAD Sport & Leisure Centre – Saturday, November 29th

Both at 7.30 p.m.

The Kennington dates are Friday & Saturday, December 12th & 13th. Full details next month.

All information from 01865 735 885 or trevor@cowlett.co.uk

THE CHOIR CELEBRATION LUNCH is being held on Sunday, November 16th at 12.30 p.m. 
for  1 p.m. at  Drayton Manor Golf Club. All past and present singers are invited. Details from 
Julie Earl on 01865 724551.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6.30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9.15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11.15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6.30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE — EXTENDED HOURS

******* NEWS FROM KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE *******

For the months of   November–December 2008   our extra opening hours are as follows.

N.B. All dates by appointment only

NOVEMBER DECEMBER

Saturday 8th Nov 8.30-11.45am Monday 1st Dec until 8.15pm

Saturday 15th Nov 8.30-11.45am Thursday 4th Dec until 8.15pm

Monday 17th Nov until 8.15pm Saturday 13th Dec 8.30-11.45am

Thursday 20th Nov until 8.15pm Saturday 20th Dec 8.30-11.45am

Monday 24th Nov until 8.15pm Monday 22nd Dec until 8.15pm

Thursday 27th Nov until 8.15pm Monday 29th December until 8.15pm

Christmas Day Thursday 25th December CLOSED

These extended hours surgeries are intended for the benefit of those who find it difficult to get to 
see  us  in  normal  working  hours  (Mon-Fri 8.30-6.30).  We  are  only  OPEN  FOR  ROUTINE 
BOOKED  APPOINTMENTS  during  these  times  and  EMERGENCIES  WILL BE  DEALT 
WITH BY THE OUT OF HOURS SERVICE, as we do not have the resources to deal with these 
at these times.

Therefore all telephone calls will be redirected to the out of hours service and if you feel you have a 
problem that can not wait till the surgery is next open routinely, you should contact them.

Please  do not  attend  the  surgery expecting to  be  seen without  an appointment  as  you will  be 
redirected to the OOH service. A receptionist will be available for routine queries and to request 
and collect prescriptions. PLEASE ALWAYS TELEPHONE THE HEALTH CENTRE FIRST, 
AND FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN.   Leaflets are available at the Kennington Health   
Centre.

FLUs – It’s not too late to book your appointment for flu jab! If you are over 65 or in an at-risk 
group, please ring the health centre for an appointment. 01865 730911.

Did you know...

You can order your repeat prescription on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager
Kennington Health Centre
01865 730911
yvonne.milward@nhs.net
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KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

October Meeting

The President welcomed the members and two visitors to the October meeting.

Various items of correspondence were read, including a letter of thanks for our donation towards 
the new Oxfordshire bedroom at Denman College.

Volunteers  were  requested  to  help  in  various  ways  with  the  coffee  morning  to  be  held  on 
Wednesday, 19th November in the Methodist Church Hall.

Professor Ronald Speirs was then introduced to the meeting. In his very interesting talk “Ask Me 
Another,” Professor Speirs gave us an insight into his experiences as an Examiner of medical and 
dental Undergraduate and Post Graduate students. Miss Mourier gave the vote of thanks.

There were several entries for the competition — “A Halloween Hat.” First prize was awarded to 
Mrs Enock, second to Mrs Weston and third to Mrs Willbery.

Kim Smith displayed a fine selection of Christmas and cards for other occasions, which members 
were able to purchase.

COFFEE MORNING

Wednesday 5th November, 10:30 am

Kennington Library
COFFEE OR TEA

+
STORY TIME FOR GROWN-UPS  at  11:00 A.M.

Remember, Remember
The Fifth of November…

To celebrate the failure of Guy Fawkes
to blow up the Houses of Parliament

“TREASON & PLOTS”

Tales from other countries told by Marguerite Osborne,
our local story-teller.

Don’t miss it!

Refreshment kindly provided by the Friends of Kennington Library.

Kennington Library, Kennington Village Centre, 01865 730763
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KENNINGTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Newsletter: November 2008

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

At the time of going to press, we still have a few vacancies for the holiday to Holland on 

7 May next year. Full details obtainable from the treasurer on 01865 730961.

Forthcoming Events

On Wednesday 15 October 2008, Peter  Sheasby kicks off our autumn season of talks with a 
presentation on plant photography. This event will be held in the Village Centre commencing at 
7.30pm, admission £2.00.

Wednesday 19 November in Village Centre: 7.30pm: AGM and talk by Tim Walker: “Plant 
hunting in Australia” (part 2).

The AGM will start the evening and last about 30 minutes, followed by Timothy Walker of Oxford 
Botanic Garden who will present the second part of his illustrated talk. Timothy gave the first part 
at last year’s AGM, which was excellent. There is no charge for the AGM, which is open to all. The 
admission cost for the talk is £2.00 for members and £3.00 for non members.

Saturday 13 December: Christmas Coach Outing to RHS Wisley

Once again we are utilising our free admission group ticket to Wisley, only the coach being charged 
for. This is a saving of over £7.00 for non RHS members. Although winter, there is still much to see 
in the garden and the new greenhouses. The Wisley shop and plant centre will be decked out for 
Xmas gifts,  etc. Demand is likely to be high so early booking is recommended. Places can be 
booked with the treasurer on 730961. The cost is £10.00 per person. In the first instance this trip is 
for members only. The coach will commence its pick-up at The Bowyers Arms Radley at 08:20am 
(yes 8:20am) calling at bus stops through the village from 8.30am onward from Manor Grove.
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ST SWITHUN’S WAY – A PARISH PILGRIMAGE IN JUNE 2009

To mark the start of a new stage in Kennington’s parish history, you are invited to join in walking 
all or part of this 34-mile pilgrim’s footpath from Winchester to Farnham.

PROPOSED PROGRAMME

DAY   1 – Trinity Sunday, 7  th   June:  
10.30 am Assemble outside Winchester Cathedral.
11.00 am Sung Eucharist followed by a blessing.
12.30 pm (approx.) Walk, drive or cycle 3½ miles to St Swithun’s Church, Martyr Worthy.
1.00 pm–3.00 pm Bring and Share lunch in the memorial hall.
3.00 pm onwards Option of visiting two churches dedicated to St Swithun, one in Martyr 

Worthy and one on the way back to Winchester in Headbourne Worthy.
Then EITHER Return to Winchester and back to Kennington.
OR Continue the walk to Arlesford (5½ miles).
Overnight B&B at “The Swan” Arlesford.

DAY   2 – Monday, 8  th   June:  
All day Walk from Arlesford to Alton (12 miles).
Overnight Return to Arlesford by bus to spend a second night at “The Swan”.

DAY   3 – Tuesday, 9  th   June:  
Morning Travel on the Watercress Steam Railway to Alton.
Afternoon Lunch in Alton, followed by possible visits to Jane Austin’s house in 

Chawton, also Alton Abbey (or more of the Watercress Line!).
Continue the walk towards Farnham.

Overnight B&B at Holybourne, Upper Foyle or Bentley (subject to availability).

DAY   4 – Wednesday, 10  th   June:  
Most of the day Complete walk to Farnham (6–10 miles, depending where we slept).
Late afternoon Return to Kennington.

If  you are interested, please complete this form and send it  to  Gillian Cox,  59 Bagley 
Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5LY by 15th November.

I am interested to join you on Day 1 only.

I could offer  seats in my car to and from Winchester.

I would like a life in someone’s car.

If possible, I would prefer to travel by coach.

I would like to take part in the whole walk (34 miles).
(Approximate cost of accommodation £70 per room per night shared, £40 single.)

I would prefer to join in on Day(s) 2, 3, 4 only (delete as appropriate).

I might be interested; please keep me informed.

Name: ...............................................................................................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

Telephone: ............................................ Email: ..........................................................................................
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KENNINGTON LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

In October there were two children’s events, which were well attended and enjoyed.

I would like to thank Sue Robertson, the County Children’s Librarian, who sang beautiful rhymes, 
and  Moira  DaCosta,  Storyteller  from  the  Oxford  Children’s  Book  Group,  for  her  Halloween 
Stories. I am delighted to announce that from now on Rhymetime or Story Time will be held at 
least once a month at the library. The next Rhymetime will be on Wednesday 19th of November 
(see page 23 for details).

Sponsored by the Friends of Kennington Library, I am now a member of the Oxford Children’s 
Book Group and attended their fascinating conference, where thanks to the Friends funds, I bought 
7 great novels all signed by the authors. I also was able to meet Cornelia Funke and have bought 
her trilogy dedicated by the author to our library. Why not read them before the film “Inkheart” 
comes out in December?

And the Adult reader in all this? You have not been forgotten!

I am very pleased to tell you that the Wednesday Coffee Mornings are BACK!

The first is on Wednesday 5th of November when our local story teller Marguerite Osborne returns 
by popular  request  to  tell  stories with a “surprise” Guy Fawkes flavour (details  page  11).  The 
Friends group and I plan to have a coffee morning with a guest speaker every month, for the next 6 
months, please don’t miss them, and put the dates in your diary; we will aim for the 1st Wednesday 
of the month whenever possible. Thanks again to the Friends group funds, I have also bought “The 
History of Radley Primary School” by retired teacher Christine  Wootton. She donated two other 
publications by Radley History Club. You will find them in our popular Local Studies shelves, 
where there is not only the local history societies’ publications, but also information about local 
places, walks, museums, biographies of local famous people, and a lot more. This is a great link to 
the latest exciting new research service available to all the readers of Kennington library.

“Calling all family history fans! Who do you think you are?”

Get along to your local library and find out!

Oxfordshire Libraries is delighted to announce that it has now paid for every library in the 
county to provide free computer access to Ancestry, one of family history’s most popular on-
line sources of information. So, if you want to delve into the census or check births, marriages 
and deaths, head along to your library today. Ancestry Library Edition is incredibly popular, 

especially with the BBC’s “Who Do You Think You Are?” programmes inspiring people to 
explore their past. Simply drop into the library to use Ancestry and, best of all, it’s absolutely 

free. You don’t have to be a member to use Ancestry in an Oxfordshire library, but joining 
brings other huge on-line benefits to other subscriptions from your home PC, including free 

access to The Times from 1785, the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography and hundreds of 
information e-books, all through our Reference On-line service.

“Go to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/referenceonline to find out more.”

Please also note in your diary the Future exiting event is a one day literary festival.
SATURDAY 7TH MARCH 2009. More details next newsletter.

— Dominique Henderson, Kennington Library Manager, 01865 730763
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ARMISTICE, 11  TH   NOVEMBER 1918: THE END OF THE NIGHTMARE  
Ninety years ago, at the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the 
eleventh  month  of  1918,  the  human  tragedy that  was  the  1st 

World War was finally brought to an end. In the early months of 
1918  the  failures  of  the  previous  year  at  both  Ypres  and 
Cambrai cast  a  gloomy  atmosphere  over  the  Allied  high 
command. They had hoped their new revolutionary method of 
warfare would break the stalemate, but the brief triumph of the 
tank at Cambrai served more as a propaganda success than any 
real strategic achievement; the time of the tank had yet to come. 

The moment of the storm trooper, however, had arrived. The German commanders were encouraged by their 
counter-attack at  Cambrai to believe their new tactics were perfected to a point where they could risk a 
major offensive.

General Erich  von Ludendorff, Germany’s supreme commander, was feeling confident as his troops 
were now experienced in the new, more flowing form of assault, led by his elite storm troopers who would 
bypass  the  enemy  strong  points  and  infiltrate  the  lines.  Most  importantly,  Ludendorff finally  had  the 
advantage of numbers, and Russia was out of the war immersed in revolution. This allowed train-loads of 
soldiers to be moved from the Eastern Front, creating an opportunity for his superior forces to strike before 
the ever increasing numbers of Americans troops could become fully involved in the fighting.

Ludendorff chose as his point of attack, for this first of his five great offensives of the Spring and 
Summer  of  1918,  the  place  where  the  British  and  French  armies  were  positioned  on  the  old  Somme 
battlefield, between Arras and La Fêre. On 21st March, the Second Battle of the Somme began with a five-
hour  bombardment  the  assault  following  under  the  cover  of  mist,  gas  and  smoke  shells.  This  attack 
eventually forced a bulge of some 40 miles into Allied territory. Nevertheless, the breakthrough had not been 
decisive. On 27th March, Private George Godfrey from Kennington was killed in this action.

Tragically, four other young men from the village lost their lives in the final months of the conflict. In 
August,  Flight Cadet George Finney was killed in a flying accident near New Romney,  Private Walter 
Underwood died in September, a Prisoner of War, Private Horace Dines, died in November in the Military 
Hospital in Oxford’s High Street, and Lance Corporal Wright died in Iraq in late November after the end 
of the war.

General Ludendorff launched further attacks in April and May, and in the second of these the Germans 
were held by a new force to the region, the Americans. When his two final assaults were contained in June 
time was running out. Tactically the Germans had proved their strength but their losses had been enormous 
and their soldier’s will to continue the fight was seeping away. In the meantime 300,000 Americans were 
arriving every month.

Whilst the Allied counterattack really began with The Second Battle of Marne in July, it is The Battle 
of Amiens, which began on 8th August, that is seen as the turning point of the war. In the first few hours of 
the battle, which was directed by General  Rawlinson, who had failed at the Somme in 1916, six German 
divisions  collapsed  with  entire  units  surrendering. 
Ludendorff described it the ‘Black Day of the German 
Army.’ This was a prelude to a succession of crushing 
defeats,  with  the  US  army  under  General  Pershing 
playing  its  part.  British  forces  then  assaulted  the 
Hindenburg Line,  penetrating it  on 5th October  1918 
and forcing the German government to accept defeat 
later in the month.

‘The war to end all wars’ was finally over. But 
little did anyone realise the effect defeat would have 
on  a  young  wounded  German  soldier  –  his  name, 
Corporal Adolf Hitler…

— George Ross
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Parish Council Matters

October 2008 Meeting

The members  of  the  Parish  Council  discussed  the 
Secretary of State’s proposed changes in the South 
East  Plan  for  Central  Oxfordshire.  They  were 
concerned  that  the  alteration  to  the  Green  Belt 
around Oxford to allow house building in the area 
south of Grenoble Road would not have an impact 
on any other part  of the Oxford Green Belt  if  the 
total  housing allocation could not  be built  on that 
site.

The  Clerk  had  reported  a  blocked  drain  cover  in 
Bagley Wood Road. She had also reported the street 
lights which were out in Meadow View Road. The 
County Council informed her there was an electrical 
fault which would require the electricity company to 
do  work,  which  would  take  longer  than  usual  to 
repair.

Cllr. Mason, who had undertaken the role of the lead 
councillor for the proposal to achieve the status of a 
Fairtrade Village for Kennington, reported back on 
progress. He would welcome more support and has 
written an article for this edition of the Chronicle.

A report on the planning for Remembrance Day on 
Sunday 9th November was received.  Soldiers  from 
Dalton  Barracks  will  be  attending.  The  Avenue, 
Kennington Road and Bagley Wood Road near the 
War  Memorial  would  be  closed  from 10.30am on 
the day for the duration of the parade and service. 
There will probably be a re-routing of the buses for 
an hour similar to last year. It would be helpful if 
residents  could  let  their  visitors  know  as  some 
people were abusive to the road marshals last year. 
This closure is  a small  inconvenience to mark the 
sacrifice many people have made in the two World 
Wars and conflicts since 1945. The Parish Council 
agreed  a  donation  of  £750  for  the  Royal  British 
Legion’s Poppy Appeal.

A grant of £500 was made to  the Memorial  Field 
Committee  towards  the  project  to  lay  the  hedge 
between  the  Memorial  Field  and  Playfield  Road 
Playing Field, which will be happening during the 
winter.

The replacement bus shelters at the Upper Road and 
Sandford  Lane  stops  would  be  installed  in 
December.

The Clerk had success in getting the vegetation cut 
that  was  spreading  across  the  pavement  from the 
garden of house on the corner of  Rowles Close. It 
would  be  helpful  if  residents  could  ensure  their 
hedges  or  shrubs  are  cut  back  from the  boundary 
with  the  highway  verge  or  pavement.  Overgrown 
hedges  can  cause  a  hazard  to  visually  impaired 
people  and  children.  There  is  a  legal  duty  under 
Section  154  of  the  Highway  Act  1980  to  keep 
hedges,  trees  and  shrubs  trimmed  to  allow  safe 
passage for users of the highway.

The  Parish  Council  discussed  the  new  model 
publication  scheme  prepared  by  the  Information 
Commissioner. It was proposed that the scheme and 
the  list  of  documents,  that  will  be  available  for 
members of the public, was considered in detail at 
the next meeting so that the scheme can be adopted 
in November.

Flag Days
November
9th Remembrance Day
11th Armistice Day
14th Birthday of The Prince of Wales
20th Her Majesty’s Wedding Day
December
No Flag Days

Mrs Pam Johnston — Clerk to the Council

Dates of Council Meetings November 2008

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 13th November at 7:30pm.

The Parish ‘Office’ is on
Saturday 8th November from 10 am to noon.

The Planning Committees are on
Tuesday 4th and 25th November at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the Parish 
Council at the next meeting following receipt of the 

plan, which may be within days of notification. 
Therefore, please call the Clerk immediately if you 
want to make a comment. Plans can be viewed by 

arrangement with the clerk or on-line at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are held in the Village Centre, and 
are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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KENNINGTON HISTORY SOCIETY

At the end of September,  History Society members and friends  made a  successful visit  to the 
medieval city of Salisbury. As with the Society’s three previous coach trips, the weather was very 
good, which, because of this year’s poor summer, certainly added to the group’s enjoyment. Whilst 
the wonderful Cathedral, which is celebrating its 750th birthday this year, was the main attraction, 
many members took the opportunity to explore the Close and the rest of this beautiful city. It is the 
Cathedral’s vertical supremacy that sets it apart, and a few hardy souls climbed the 332 steps to the 
top of the tower where small balconies offered magnificent views of the River Avon, Old Sarum 
and the countryside as far afield as Dorset. As usual there was a group who also choose a little retail 
therapy. Now once again thoughts must turn to the destination for next year’s trip!

As we go to press, Society members are eagerly awaiting the visit of a popular previous speaker, 
Adrian Thornton, back by public demand to give us a second talk entitled ‘More National Parks’

‘this month’

The History Society’s next event will be held on Monday the 17th November 2008 at 7:45pm in 
the Methodist Church when Tim Jordan will give an illustrated talk entitled ‘Cotswold Barns.’

‘next month’

As in  previous  years,  an  effort  has  been  made  to  have  something  rather  different  during  the 
Christmas season, so on Monday the 15th December 2008 at 7:45pm in the Methodist Church the 
Society will have a talk on the ‘History of the Civil War’ given by Adrian Dorling of the Sealed 
Knot.

History Society talks are Free to Members with Visitors Welcome at a cost of £2.50.

George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society

RHYMETIME

Kennington Library

Wednesday 19th November

10:30– 11:00 a.m.

This time, the theme is “Children’s Favourites” in English, and French too…

The Librarian welcomes all young families with babies and toddlers
to sing along with her.

Come and have a lot of fun! Once a Month Only!

Do not miss it!

Kennington Library, Kennington Village Centre, 01865 730763
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KENNINGTON FOR FAIRTRADE (K4F)

Would you like  our  village  to  become a  member  of  a  rapidly  expanding  national  network  of 
Fairtrade communities who support third world producers?

We are already on our way with the Co-op leading and some organizations already committed. It’s 
not difficult to join Fairtrade but does require some involvement.

We can give you a few tips on how to do just that and if you give either of us a call on 321044 for 
Robin Mason or 739229 for Brenda Groth we will give you that opportunity!

You can also try www.fairtrade.org.uk to ‘MAKE IT HAPPEN’.

ABINGDON CAN DO IT! FARINGDON CAN DO IT! KENNINGTON CAN DO IT TOO!

KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

invites you to a

COFFEE MORNING

at the

Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington

on

WEDNESDAY, 19th NOVEMBER 10.30am – 12 noon

Coffee/Tea and cake – £1.00. 

RAFFLE  —  SALES TABLE

ALL VERY WELCOME
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Kennington Link
WI

What a privilege it was to hear Mrs Jean Pugh, a former member of Kennington Link, speaking on 
‘Life as a Gamekeeper’s Wife.’ We heard how she helped to rear game birds. looked after gun 
dogs,  and  which  vermin  to  watch  out  for.  Despite  being  involved  in  her  husband’s  work  and 
bringing  up  three  children,  she  still  found time to  enrol  at  college  and gain  a  City  & Guilds 
Certificate in needlework, thus enabling her to start sewing professionally. Our speaker was willing 
to turn her hand to many things, whether it was driving a butcher’s van or working as an upstairs 
maid; however, during the shooting season her chief job was to cook for the shoot lunches. Whilst 
living at  Ewelme Park near Henley. she was able to put her needlework expertise to good use by 
making new curtains for the whole of Ewelme Park House — an enormous achievement! 

Sadness came one day when Mrs  Pugh’s younger son. who was still at school, suffered a severe 
stroke. For one year she was totally occupied in caring for him, and it was a tremendous relief to all 
her listeners to learn that he made a full recovery, grew strong, and now runs his own business. 
Soon  after  this  illness,  Mrs  Pugh suffered  a  back  injury  that  necessitated  several  operations; 
nevertheless she still uses her excellent skills by baking cakes tor special occasions. and by making 
all her own clothes. 

A vote of thanks was given, on behalf of all the members, by Mrs Christine Ravenscroft. 

The meeting had previously been opened by the President, Mrs Coulter. 

Tickets were on sale for the October Group Meeting in the Village Centre. 

Mrs Sheila Prior has offered to take over the vacant position of Speaker’s Secretary. 

Members were invited to sign a petition for the “Women against violence” cause. 

An invitation had been received from the Methodist Church to attend their Church Anniversary 
Service on 23rd November at 6.30pm. 

The Secretary and Treasurer were each presented with a new badge of office. 

After giving her Financial Report, the Treasurer also gave members a short account of her day out 
to Denman College during the Diamond Anniversary open week. 

A vibrant cyclamen on the Presidents table, donated by Ann Garlick, would be sent to Mary Beadle 
with our best wishes. 

The next meeting will be on November 5th when Mrs Christine Farmer will speak on “Masquerade 
— The History of Masks.” Visitors are very welcome, just come along to the Methodist Church at 
2.15pm.

CHRONICLE CONFOUNDS

ere’s one that I didn’t manage to figure out. Why are manhole covers round, when square 
ones are easier to make?H

Answer in next month’s Chronicle.

Answer to last month: Neon lights (“knee on lights”).
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St Swithun’s ChurchSt Swithun’s Church

Christmas MarketChristmas Market

Saturday 22Saturday 22 ndnd  November November
in the Village Centrein the Village Centre

10:00 am – 12:00 noon10:00 am – 12:00 noon

Presents, Cakes, Jams, TreatsPresents, Cakes, Jams, Treats

Start your Christmas preparations here this year.Start your Christmas preparations here this year.

KENDALL COPSE

With both the fence and gate now installed, the next planting scheme can 
now get underway.

Our previous plantings have done very well,  with good growth on both 
sides of Kennington Road and with very few losses – some trees from the 
first year are 2m high and even some of the second year trees are 1m high.

Now we need to plant the hedgerow behind the fence.

We will be planting hawthorn, blackthorn, myrobalan.

Sunday 2nd November, between 10 am and 1 pm.

Kennington Road, next to Redbridge, just past the bypass bridge.

If you can spare 1 or 2 hours then we can get the hedgerow completed,
hopefully in just one day.

Tea & Coffee.

If  we don’t  finish on the 2nd November,  there  will  be a  follow-up planting day on Sunday 7th 

December, at the same time, from 10 am to 1 pm.

We will tackle the second hedgerow in early February.

— Roger Gelder, 01865 436081, roger.gelder@ntlworld.com
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FLYING, FIGHTING AND MAKING PEACE

I have had the privilege of interviewing a well known Kennington resident, Air Commodore LG 
(usually known as Bob) Martin for a series that I write in Limited Edition magazine, which comes 
out on the first Friday of the month with the Oxford Times. His life has included so many near 
misses that one suspects he has a guardian angel.

The first was while on leave in 1940 when his home was bombed. He took shelter under a heavy 
mahogany table while number 49  Croxted Road,  Dulwich collapsed on top of him. The air-raid 
warden who pulled him out had come to England from Czechoslovakia in the thirties and was later 
killed during the Blitz. When in 1951 Bob met, fell in love and married Hilde, he discovered that 
she was his rescuer’s daughter. The family likes to think, ‘He saved you for her.’ They are still 
happily married.

Of the five young pilots with whom he ‘trained,’ Bob was one of just two who survived the Battle 
of Britain.  He was on active fighting duties for twenty-five of his  thirty-six years in the RAF, 
surviving three wars, three aircraft crashes and three friendly fire incidents. Retiring from the RAF 
did not end his dance with death. When Bob and Hilde were attending the 1984 Conservative Party 
conference in Brighton, they stayed at the Grand Hotel. They needed to leave early to catch a plane 
to Germany, and thus narrowly avoided the IRA bomb that killed five and injured 34. Bob, having 
survived against the odds to talk to me in 2008, was there for me to ask him:

‘If you were shipwrecked on a desert island, which antique or work of art would you like to 
be washed up on the beach to remind you of your long and eventful life?’

If you are interested in reading his reply, buy a copy of the Oxford Times on Friday November 7th.

— Sylvia Vetta

Kennington Parish Council

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE AT KENNINGTON WAR MEMORIAL
SUNDAY 9TH NOVEMBER 2008

You are invited to join together for an Act of Remembrance.

The procession to the War Memorial will start at the Tandem car park.
There will follow the service of Remembrance and wreath laying after the Silence at 11am,

concluding with a service at St Swithun’s church.

An Order of Service and Hymn Sheet will be available on the day.

Please assemble at the War Memorial by 10.45am.

(If you want to lay a wreath on behalf of an organisation
and you have not received a letter from the Parish Clerk,

Mrs Pam Johnston, please call her on 01865 421126)

Please note Kennington Road and The Avenue will be closed to traffic
from the Tandem to the War Memorial between 10.30am and 11.30am.

Bagley Wood Road is also closed at the War Memorial end.
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THE ROSE TAYLOR MEMORIAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH

As previewed last month the annual Christmas Lunch will be held this year in Egrove Park on 
Tuesday the 23rd December 2008 at 12:30pm for 1:00pm. Tickets for this traditional Christmas 
Dinner, with all the trimmings including a choice of red or white wine, prepared and served by the 
Said  Business  School’s  renowned  catering  staff  can  be  obtained  after  10:00am  on 
3RD NOVEMBER 2008  at a cost of  £15.00  from  George or Carole Ross  at  163 Bagley Close, 
Kennington.

All the proceeds from this year’s charity event in excess of the costs involved will, in line with the 
Taylor Family’s wishes,  be divided between  Sir Michael  Sobell House  and  Helen & Douglas  
House. If you wish to donate a prize for the raffle held at the Lunch it will help to swell the sums 
raised for these very worthwhile establishments.

EXTRAS

You can go on-line to find extra articles too large to fit in the Kennington Chronicle.

Go to www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk (select On-line Extras).

You can also find Chronicle archives from July 2008.

New this month: Vale Community Safety, Police News Bulletin, Oxfordshire Craft Guild,  
Hands-on Science Wildlife Photographer, Abingdon & District Newsletter.

MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT

We would like to thank everyone who supported Kennington’s contribution to the World’s Biggest  
Coffee Morning at the Methodist Church in September this year.

The event raised the wonderful total of £515.00 for Macmillan Cancer Support.

We would also like to say a big thank you to all the helpers and those who made cakes, donated  
prizes for the raffle or sent donations without you our coffee morning would not have been such a  
great success.
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KENNINGTON GOOD NEIGHBOURS

This autumn will see the preparation of the Village List for 2009–2011. The current one is the 
bright orange booklet that everyone had in 2007. It contains a brief history of the village plus listing 
the many groups and societies that are active here. 

If your group or society is not in the current “List” and you would like it to be , please give your 
details  (contact  names,  addresses,  phone  numbers)  to  the  number  below  before the  end  of 
November. If your group is no longer functioning and details need to be deleted, that needs to be 
known also. This is so that the new booklet is as accurate as possible. 

Delivery will be in January 2009.

— Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road, 01865 735634

PERSONAL NOTICES

The  Kennington  Chronicle  accepts  notices  for  births,  weddings,  thank-you’s and 
bereavements. Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. Submissions to the  
Editor (page 45).

A Mystery

A few weeks ago I received a booklet through my letter box called “Salisbury Rambles.” It 
came with a note, signed ‘Lesley,’ saying she hoped that we hadn’t been yet (Salisbury with the 
History Society).

I only know of one Lesley and it wasn't her!

So who is this lady? I would like to thank her for her kindness.

— Barbara Boyne 01865 735634

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN KENNINGTON

Challenges of Life Today

The last in this series will be on Thursday November 27th, 8.00–9.00pm, in the Headway Room at 
the Good Shepherd Church.

Dr Matthew Scarborough will lead a discussion on  Embryo Research. All are warmly invited to 
hear more about this important topic.
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VILLAGE DIARY — NOVEMBER, DECEMBER 2008
Fixed Weekly Meetings

Mondays
Thursdays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am

Tuesdays
Thursdays

Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am

Fridays Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

November
Sun 2 Hedgerow planting at Kendall Close Kennington Road 10 am–1 pm
Tue 4 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 5 Kennington Link WI “Masquerade—History of Masks” Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 8
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Remembrance Day Memorial Church and Memorial 10:45 am
Oxford Ceilidhs Hosepipe Band Village Centre 8 pm

Tue 11 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 12 Kennington WI “Xmas Suggestions” by M&S Village Centre 7 pm
Thu 13 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 15 Kennington Cancer Fund Xmas Bazaar Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Sun 16
Service

Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

41st Anniversary Celebration United Service Methodist Church 6:30 pm
Mon 17 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Wed 19 WI Coffee Morning Methodist Hall 10:30 am
Sat 22 St Swithun’s Xmas Bazaar St Swithun’s Church 10 am
Tue 25 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Sat 29 Kennington Playgroup Xmas Bazaar Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

December
Wed 3 Kennington Link WI “Morocco” Clive Jones Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sun 7 Xmas Tree, Lights, Carols, Mince Pies Memorial 6 pm
Tue 9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 10 Kennington WI “Musical Entertainment” Village Centre 7 pm
Thu 11 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 13 Oxford Ceilidhs Dance to Boldwood Village Centre 8 pm
Mon 15 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 16 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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