


THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST SWITHUN

The Vicar
The Rev Terence Smith has now retired and until a new vicar is appointed please contact 
either Isabel or Nigel the churchwardens.

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nigel Franklin 14 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LJ 01865 327854

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mrs M Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Sunday School 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday 9:30 am

Choir Mondays 6:30 pm

St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent
4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm

Day School (Voluntary Controlled — Ages 3–11)
Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service & Baptisms 10:30 am

4th & 5th Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 am
Evening Service 6:30 pm

Wednesday Holy Communion 10:30 am

1st Wednesday Mon Choisy 11:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Churchwardens

Useful Telephone Numbers
Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings................................................................................................01235 854780
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) Main switchboard)...........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Del Delaney 1810.......................08458 505505
County Councillor  Bob Johnston.........bob.johnston@oxfordshire.gov.uk..............01865 730209
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ST SWITHUN’S NEWSLETTER

A Christmas Message

December  may  be  a  cold  month,  but  it  is  also  full  of  expectations  as  we  lead  up  to  the 
celebrations, joy and magic of Christmas. This is the time when many hear the wonderful music of 
Handles  Messiah,  “For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  son  is  given,  and  the  government 
[Authority] shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father; the Prince of Peace.” So let us not forget that Christmas really 
does have a very special place in the church calendar, but what is the story?

Jesus  was  born  into  a  colonised  people  ruled  by  strangers,  conquered,  afraid,  oppressed, 
overtaxed, stripped of all dignity and honour and hope. Not surprisingly the Old Testament spelled 
out dreams, and after centuries of tyranny and misrule there grew the idea that one day a king, a 
Messiah (the word means ‘anointed’), the “son of David” would appear and put things right. Jesus, 
the son of God, was born in Bethlehem where his ancestor King David was born, so we have “Once 
in Royal David’s city.” He was to have Authority to rule the world. What about Counsellor? He is a 
person who gives advice, and Jesus is just that man. He was born to give us good advice which will 
make the world a better place. Mighty God who is three in one became human at Christmas. And 
finally Everlasting Father. To many at that time it may have meant father of the nation, possibly a 
military Messiah, but to Christians God is our loving father and the baby Jesus is his son.

The angel said to the Shepherds, “Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all people: to you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour who is the Messiah, 
the Lord.” When the King of Kings came to earth in Bethlehem, to whom did he first appear? 
Certainly not to Kings and Queens, but to people like the shepherds, who were ordinary people like 
the rest of us. They represent the world, which did not understand what was going on, but somehow 
knew “that something was up.” The birth of Jesus in a stable and not in a king's palace was no 
accident, as it spells out God's preferential option for the poor. Of course the three rich wise men, 
who were really Kings, came along, but not until later, and as they knelt in the dirt they recognised 
the authority of the child and were themselves identified with the poor.

The coming to earth of an ordinary baby was good news for all people and not just the famous, 
the rich or kings or queens. So what has the birth of a new king got to do with us? Every Christmas 
we go to Bethlehem and are forced to ask, “What difference has it made?” Suffering still continues 
today, here in Oxford and all over the world, so is it any wonder that our lives are full of hurt and 
confusion, and painful riddles? But through the love of the baby Jesus we can refuse to accept 
things  as  they  are  and  recognise  that  we  have  the  power  to  make  changes.  So  the  stable  at 
Bethlehem is where all our dreams come true.

This is a story of hope and a shout of joy, so let us enjoy the celebrations and welcome into our 
homes a baby who rules our hearts, the Prince of Peace born on December 25 th. Happy birthday 
Prince of Peace, and a happy re-birthday to us all.

A JOYFUL AND HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO ALL IN KENNINGTON

Services in December:

7th Dec 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Teresa Morgan

14th Dec 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: John Wesson

6:30 pm Compline 6:30 pm Carols for All in the 
Village Centre

18th Dec 6:00 pm Christingle with St 
Swithun’s School

21st Dec 6:30 pm 9 Lessons and Carols
by Candlelight
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24th Dec 4:00 pm

11:30 pm

Nativity

Midnight Mass
Priest: Tony Johnson

25th Dec 10:00 am Christmas morning 
service led by Peter 
Jefford

28th Dec 9:00 am Communion service led by 
Peter Jefford

Children are very welcome at all of our services.

Family Service: There will be no family service on the 4th Sunday (December 28th), but we look 
forward to seeing children and their families at our Christmas services.

The mid-week communion services are at 10:30am on Wednesdays. Please do come along and 
join us if you can.

Please pray for:
The sick: Sue Moles, Joan Caddick, Derek  Copcutt, James, George and Nan  Whaley, Ian, Joan 
Miles, Francis Wilson, Jenny Peachy and Nigel.
The bereaved: Especially the family and friends of Ray Brown and all those whose 'Year's Mind' 
falls at this time.
The residents of Kennington.
The ‘Living Faith’ initiative and the Prayer Partnership.
St Swithun’s Church as we seek to discover the way forward.
May the eyes of the Father behold us
May the hands of the Saviour uphold us
May the arms of the Spirit enfold us. Amen
The community: St Swithun’s School, the Parish Council, Health Centre, St Swithun’s Guild, the 
two Residential homes in the parish, the other churches and organisations.
The World: All areas of the world where people are suffering, whether as a result of famine, war or 
natural  disasters.  We think  especially  of  the  people  of  Iraq,  Afghanistan,  the  Middle  East  and 
Africa. Pray for all those who work for peace, democracy and justice.
The work of the Church in the world.
The Queen.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to pray, meditate or simply sit and relax in 
God’s presence. We keep nothing of value on the Church premises.

Remembrance Sunday: This was a memorable occasion with a large gathering around the War 
Memorial and in church afterwards. The Youth organisations were all well represented, and the 
contingent  from Dalton Barracks  and the Kennington Band make the parade.  The address was 
given by Alan Forster who has recently come out of the army. His address together with the gesture 
of  the  young  people  presenting  the  serving  soldiers  and  the  veterans  with  roses  was  much 
appreciated. Thanks to Pete Biggs and the Parish council for their organising, to Cannon Christine 
Redgrave who led the service in Church and to the Methodist Minister Rev Leslie Marsh and to all 
those who supported this important act of Remembrance.

A warm welcome: Everybody is very warmly invited to come and share the joy of the Christmas 
season with us.

Remember our service of 9 Lessons and Carols at 6.30pm on 21st December, and please join us for 
mulled wine and mince pies following the service.

— Isabel Baggott
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KENNINGTON METHODIST CHURCH

Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Telephones:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Church Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH
Tel: 01865 243216

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER

Morning Worship will be held each Sunday at 10.30 a.m.

Holy Communion will be celebrated on  Sunday December 7th at  10:30 a.m. 
There will also be a Celebration on Christmas Eve at 9.30 p.m.

The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.

The Annual United Service of CAROLS FOR ALL will be held in the Village 
Centre on Sunday, December 14th at 6.30 p.m.

PREACHERS FOR DECEMBER AT 10.30 a.m. WILL BE:

December 7th The  Minister,  the  Revd.  Rosemary  Davies.  This  service  will  include  the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion.

6.00 p.m. “Carols Around the Christmas Tree” at the War Memorial, when the Christmas 
tree lights will be switched on.

There will be mince pies and drinks afterwards.

December 14th The Revd. John Rowland,  one of our Supernumerary Ministers, who lives in 
Kennington. The Young People of Junior Church will be sharing in this service.

6.30 p.m. Carols for All. The Annual United Carol Service   for the  whole village in the 
Village  Centre.  A joyful  service  of  carols,  prayers  and  readings  to  which 
everyone is invited.

December 21st THE  SUNDAY BEFORE  CHRISTMAS.   Helen  Paige,  from  Horton-cum-
Studley.

December 24th 9.30  p.m. CHRISTMAS  EVE.  The  Christmas  Eve  Celebration  of  Holy 
Communion, with carols.

Celebrant: The Revd. Philip Beuzeval, from Yarnton.

December 25th  9.30 a.m. CHRISTMAS DAY. A short Christmas Morning.

Service for all the family, led by the Minister, the Revd. Rosemary Davies.

December 28th THE  SUNDAY  AFTER  CHRISTMAS.  The  Revd.  Robert  Whorton,  the 
Chaplain of Sobell House.
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EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other 
activities. The  CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at  10 a.m. each Sunday morning, 
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

OTHER DATES FOR DECEMBER

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday
DECEMBER 9th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards. See below for details.

Sunday
DECEMBER 21st

The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise for Mon Choisy Elderly Persons 
Home at 3 p.m. and Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 3:45 p.m.

This will be a special Christmas service of carols, readings and prayers. If 
you would  like  to  help  with  the  singing  and talking  with  the  residents, 
please give Trevor Cowlett a ring on 01865 735885.  All helpers are most 
welcome.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be  held  in  the  Methodist  Church  Hall  in  Upper  Road on  TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9th from 
10 a.m. onwards.  It will be a  “Christmas Special”  and  there will be many bargains and all the 
proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out’, and give you a chance to buy some of your Christmas presents.

The November Coffee Morning raised £177.45.

The January Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday, January 13th at 10 a.m.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

CAROL SINGING. Details of the carol singing party can be found on page 11 in this Chronicle.  
Everyone is invited to come and sing with us. It’s good fun!

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist  Church premises. Kindly note that  the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.
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THE KENNINGTON & DISTRICT UNITED CHURCH CHOIRS

This month, the Choirs are giving 2 performances of The Gondoliers by Gilbert & Sullivan in the 
Methodist  Church  Hall  in  Upper  Road  on  Friday  & Saturday,  December  12th &  13th at 
7.30 p.m. There will be a super cast, as always, including Wendy Lewis, Hannah Nye, Katy Nye, 
Marilyn Moore, Eleanor Hurrell, Amena Sutton, Sheila Guthrie, Elizabeth Gaskell, Dennis Osment, 
Ian  Launchbury,  Joe  Haynes,  John  Gayle,  Andrew Moore,  John  Nye,  Peter  Wright,  and  Bert 
Branker. The accompanist will be John Oxlade and the conductor will be Trevor Cowlett. Entrance, 
as  always,  will  be free and the collection will  be for the NCH Special  School  at  Penhurst,  in 
Chipping Norton.

Whatever you do, make sure you come. It will be a fabulous evening!

The  Choirs  are  also  singing  carols  in  the  Westgate  Shopping  Centre  in  Oxford  on  Friday, 
December 12th from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. for Save the Children. Give a wave should you be passing, 
and join in the singing if you wish. We would be pleased to see you.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Christmas Services

Thursday 11th December
8:00pm – Quiet hour of Advent preparation, Good Shepherd.

Monday 22nd

10.30am – Children’s Christingle Workshop – Our Lady of the Rosary
– (incorporating Penitential Service & Confessions for children & adults)

Wednesday 24th Christmas Eve
5:30 pm – Christmas Mass with Nativity Play, Our Lady of the Rosary,
9:30 pm – Mass of Midnight, Holy Rood

Thursday 25th Christmas Day
10:00 am – Mass, Good Shepherd
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Parish Council Matters

December 2008 Meeting

The  members  of  the  Parish  Council  approved  the 
model  Publication  Scheme  and  the  Guide  to 
Information and Charging Policy as approved by the 
Information Commissioner’s Office. The Guide will 
be  displayed  on  the  Parish  Council  notice  board 
inside the Village Hall from December. It will show 
the documents and information that are held by the 
Parish Council and are available to members of the 
public  There  will  be  some  changes  to  the 
information  available  on  the  village  web  site 
www.Kennington.org.  The  Clerk  will  be 
investigating the possibility of having a standalone 
web  site  for  the  Parish  Council.  She  would  be 
interested in hearing from anyone in the village who 
has an expertise in this field.

There was an interesting debate on the flying of the 
Union Flag. Traditionally the Union flag was only 
flown on certain days in the year called Flag Days. 
These  days  have  been  advertised  in  this  monthly 
report for many years. Central Government is now 
encouraging local authorities to fly the flag all year 
round. Cllr Patterson asked for the debate and after a 
lively exchange of views, it was felt important to fly 
both the village flag and the Union flag. Therefore it 
was agreed that funding for a new flag pole at the 
War  Memorial  would  be  allocated  in  the  next 
financial  year  so  the  Union  Flag  could  be  flown 
there every day.

Following  a  request  to  meet  the  owner  of  the 
freehold  of  the  Sandford  Lane  Industrial  Estate, 
there was a very positive meeting with the Chairman 
and  Vice-chairman  of  the  Parish  Council.  It  was 
agreed that a letter would be sent to the tenants to 
remind  them about  the  need  to  encourage  careful 
driving in the Lane and that no deliveries should be 
made  by  oversize  vehicles.  The  Parish  Council 
would write to the County Council asking if there 
could be permission for a more informative sign to 
be  placed  at  the  junction  of  The  Avenue  and 
Sandford Lane. The Parish Council would organise a 
litter  pick  on  the  industrial  site,  which  would  be 
sponsored by the owner.

The  Clerk  received  a  quotation  from  Berinsfield 
Community Business for preparing the surface and 

spreading the  Cushionfall woodchip under the play 
equipment at Forest Side. It was agreed to get the 
work done as soon as possible.

Grants  were  made  to  the  Kennington  Festival 
Group,  which  will  receive  £500,  Abingdon  and 
District  Citizens’ Advice Bureau,  £400, and South 
and Vale Carers Centre, £175.

The  Parish  Council 
invites you to “Carols 
around the Tree” at the 
War  Memorial  on 
Sunday  7th December 
at  6.00pm,  followed 
by  mulled  wine  and 
mince  pies  in  St 
Swithun’s Church Hall. We will be welcoming Cllr 
Alison  Rooke,  the Chairman of the Vale of White 
Horse District Council. Finally the members of the 
Parish  Council  and  the  Clerk  wish  everyone  best 
wishes for Christmas and the New Year.

Flag Days
December
No Flag Days
January
20th Birthday of HRH The Countess of Wessex

Mrs Pam Johnston — Clerk to the Council

Dates of Council Meetings December 2008

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 11th December at 7:30pm.

There is no Saturday office in December.
The next on is on 10th January 2009.

The Planning Committee is on
Tuesday 16th December at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the Parish 
Council at the next meeting following receipt of the 

plan, which may be within days of notification. 
Therefore, please call the Clerk immediately if you 
want to make a comment. Plans can be viewed by 

arrangement with the clerk or on-line at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are held in the Village Centre,
and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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CAROL SINGING

Once again,  this  year,  the Methodist  Church Carol  Singing Party,  with  helpers from the other  
churches and the village,  will  be going around the streets  of  Kennington in December singing  
carols for the National Children’s Home.  This will be our 48th year – and never has a year been 
missed whatever the weather!

Here are the dates. We begin at 6 p.m. prompt each evening, and finish by 7.30 p.m.

Wednesday the singers meet at the shops in Playfield Road at 6 p.m. to sing in
December 17th The Avenue (west side) down to St. Swithun’s Road, and (east side)

up to Manor Grove, and (west side again) to Cranbrook Drive;
Cranbrook Drive; Fairways; Playfield Road; Links Road;
Liddiard Close; Simpson’s Way.

Thursday the singers meet at the junction of Meadow View & Poplar Grove
December 18th at 6 p.m. to sing in Poplar Grove from Meadow View to Manor Grove;

Manor Grove;The Avenue (both sides) from Manor Grove to
Sandford Lane; Sandford Lane; Poplar Grove (southern end) to
Meadow View; Meadow View Road; Poplar Grove to Otters Reach.

Friday the singers meet at St Swithun’s School at 6 p.m. to sing in The 
December 19th Avenue (both sides) from the school to St Swithun’s Road;

St Swithun’s Road; Kirk Close; Bagley Wood Road; Otters Reach;
River View; Poplar Grove from Otters Reach to The Avenue;
Ross Court; The Avenue from Bagley Wood Road to Grundy Crescent;
Grundy Crescent; The Avenue from Grundy Crescent to the school.

Monday the singers meet at Kennington Post Office at 6 p.m. to sing in
December 22nd Kennington Road from Edward Road to Upper Road; Strode Court;

Upper Road  to Kenville Road; Old Nursery View; Forest Side;
Jackson Drive; Colley Wood; Perkins; Kenville Road.

Tuesday the singers meet at the War Memorial at 6 p.m. to sing in
December 23rd Kennington Road from Bagley Wood Road to Edward Road;

Edward Road; Upper Road  from Edward Road to Bagley Close;
Blackman Close; Bagley Close; Rowles Close; Upper Road to the bars;
Woodcroft; Edith Court.

We invite everyone to join us.  We need not only singers, but people over 16 years of age to act as  
collectors and helpers. Last year we raised £1900. So, do come and help us on any of the above  
evenings, and keep an ear open for when the carol singers are in your street!

All details from John or Thelma Marson on 01865 735145.
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KENNINGTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

Newsletter: December 2008

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

At the time of going to press, we have just 6 vacancies for the holiday to Holland on 7 May 

next year. Full details obtainable from the treasurer on 730961

Forthcoming Events

Saturday 13 December: Christmas coach outing to RHS Wisley

Once again we are utilising our free admission group ticket to Wisley, only the coach being charged 
for. This is a saving of over £7 for non RHS members. Although winter, there is still much to see in 
the garden and also the new greenhouses. The Wisley shop and plant centre will be decked out for 
Xmas gifts etc. Places can be booked with the treasurer on 730961. The cost is £10 per person and 
£11 for non members. Those who have already booked a place and have yet to pay are asked to do 
so as soon as possible.  The coach will commence its pick-up at The Bowyers Arms Radley at 
08:20am (yes 8:20am) calling at bus stops through the village from 8.30am onward from Manor 
Grove.

Some New Year diary dates:

Wednesday 21 January 2009: Village Centre at 7.30pm.

Flora  &  Fauna:  Rod  D’ayala returns  with  a  presentation,  ‘Rambling  his  way  through  the 
Chilterns’

Wednesday 18 February 2009: Village Centre at 7.30pm.

Wine and Cheese social evening

The Committee wishes all our members a
very happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.

CHRONICLE CONFOUNDS

My first two are a man.
My first three are a woman.
My first four are a Homeric man (and are inside Homeric).
My whole is a Homeric woman (and is inside new Homeric).

What am I?

Answer in next month’s Chronicle.

Answer to last month: A manhole cover is round, because you can’t accidentally drop it down the  
hole. If it were square, you could find people accidentally dropping them down the holes.
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Kennington Link
WI
A splendid assortment  of masks was displayed as our speaker commenced her 
lively and enthusiastic talk entitled “Masquerade – the History of Masks.” Mrs 
Christine Farmer started her collection over 50 years ago with a single wooden 

Masai mask from Kenya, and has gradually amassed more and more until she now possesses 170. 
They were fashioned out of many different materials – bone, wood, leather, clay and even one 
carved from a shell. We were told that while masks used to be worn when praying for rain or for a 
good marriage (or just for dancing) most are now only made for tourists. Although two Chinese 
masks on display had been bought at Disneyland, most had been purchased in the country of origin. 
Mrs Farmer has an amazing knowledge of masks and the theatre, and this interspersed with her 
own personal anecdotes held everyone enthralled.  A sincere vote of thanks was given by Miss 
Rosalie Whiteley. 

Earlier the President had welcomed members and one visitor as she opened the meeting.

Business matters included arrangements for our 40th anniversary in February, and a decision was 
made to join the 400 club. A letter of thanks had been received for our donation to the Kennington 
Chronicle, also one from Mrs Mary Beadle in appreciation of last month’s flowers. Notice had been 
received of the forthcoming Denman Festival Feasts. A list was compiled of members wishing to 
attend the OFWI 90th Celebrations in the Town Hall next February. Several notable articles were 
drawn to our attention in the ‘News & Views’.

Mrs Christine Ravenscroft had arranged a delightful basket of flowers for the President’s table, and 
this would be taken to Mrs Grace Seccombe who was unwell.

The  next  meeting will  take  place  on  December  3rd,  when  Mr  Clive  Jones  will  speak  on 
“Morocco”. There will be a   SALES TABLE   at this meeting and contributions will be appreciated. 
Visitors are most welcome. 

COFFEE MORNING
Wednesday 3rd November, 10:30 am

Kennington Library

Coffee or Tea
or

Mulled Wine
+

Mince Pie and Chocolates
“LET’S TALK ABOUT BOOKS”

Come and share your 2008 reading experience with other readers.
Don’t miss it!

Refreshment kindly provided by the Friends of Kennington Library.
The KENNINGTON LIBRARY is inside the Kennington Village Hall

For more information, telephone 01865 730763
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kenningtonlibrary
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KENNINGTON FOR FAIRTRADE (K4F)

Would you like our village to become a member of a rapidly expanding national 
network of Fairtrade communities who support Third World producers? The idea is 
to promote the sale and use of fairly traded goods within the village. Kennington is 
already on the way to becoming a Fairtrade village with the Co-op store leading 
and some organizations already committed.

Why should we be buying Fairtrade goods?

• It helps producers, by making sure that they are paid an agreed minimum price for their 
crops or goods. This means that people in the Developing World can be sure that their work 
will give them a sustainable living.

• It  gives  the  workers  a  fair  trade  premium  that  they  can  use  towards  improving  their 
environment.  (Typically  workers’ cooperatives  vote  to  use this  money to  build  schools, 
improve sanitation, dig wells, provide loans for when harvests are bad, etc.)

• It helps to improve the environment, because Fairtrade producers have to agree to strict 
standards with respect to water use and deforestation.

• It empowers small farmers by giving them advice on business, technology and methods of 
production.

• It brings us, the consumers, closer to the producers. We can eat the chocolate, wear the 
clothes,  drink the tea  and also read about  how our cash has been of  benefit  to  change 
people's lives (see, for example, www.fairtrade.org.uk/producers/).

It’s not difficult to join Fairtrade but does require some involvement. We can give you a few tips on 
how to do just that if you call 321044 for Robin Mason or 739229 for Brenda Groth.

There are more details about Fairtrade producers and Fairtrade villages at www.fairtrade.org.uk.

KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

November Meeting

Our members were treated to tasters, which included mince pies, biscuits, chocolates, liqueurs and 
port by courtesy of Marks and Spencer. Carrie, a member of staff from their Oxford store, came and 
gave a brief description of the various ‘goodies’ available to purchase for this year’s Christmas 
festivities.

Earlier in the meeting the President welcomed everyone. The lovely floral arrangement, provided 
by Mrs Enock, was presented to Mrs Ann Skinner, our Treasurer, who works hard for us throughout 
the year.

The President announced that a suggestion had been made to start a Walking Group, which would 
take place on Tuesday afternoons.

The first prize for the competition – a mini Guy Fawkes – went to Mrs Tilston, and the second prize 
to Mrs Enock.

The President and Committee send their very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year to all 
present and former members of Kennington Women’s Institute.
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KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE

******* NEWS FROM KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE *******

Sandra Thomas: Last month we said goodbye to Sandra, who has been a Medical Receptionist here 
at the Health Centre for 20 years. She will be sadly missed, and I am sure that many of our patients 
would like to join with us to wish her happiness in her retirement. She has already promised to 
return to help us out though!

WE WISH OUR PATIENTS A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HEALTHY NEW YEAR

EXTENDED HOURS

For the  months of    December 2008–January 2009   our extra opening hours are as follows. Also 
included are our Bank holiday closing times.

N.B. All dates by appointment only

DECEMBER
Monday 1st Dec until 8.15pm
Thursday 4th Dec until 8.15pm
Saturday 13th Dec 8.30-11.45am
Saturday 20th Dec 8.30-11.45am
Monday 22nd Dec until 8.15pm

Christmas Eve Wednesday 24  th   December  
open 8.15–  12 noon only  

Christmas Day Thursday 25  th   December CLOSED  
Boxing Day Friday 26  th   December CLOSED  

Monday 29th December until 8.15pm

JANUARY
Saturday 10th January 8.30–11.45am
Saturday 17th January 8.30-11.45am
Mon 19th January until 8.15pm
Thurs 22nd January until 8.15pm
Mon 26th January until 8.15pm
Thurs 29th January until 8.15pm

At all other times we will be open as usual 8.30am–1pm, 2–6.30pm

We are only OPEN FOR ROUTINE BOOKED APPOINTMENTS during our extended hours and 
EMERGENCIES WILL BE DEALT WITH BY THE OUT OF HOURS SERVICE, as we do 
not have the resources to deal with these at these times.

Therefore all telephone calls will be redirected to the out of hours service and if you feel you have a 
problem that can not wait till the surgery is next open routinely you should contact them.

Please do not attend the surgery expecting to be seen without an appointment as you will be 
redirected to the OOH service. A receptionist will be available for routine queries and to request 
and collect prescriptions. PLEASE ALWAYS TELEPHONE THE HEALTH CENTRE FIRST, 
AND  FOLLOW  INSTRUCTIONS  GIVEN. Leaflets  are  available  at  Kennington  Health 
Centre

Did you know...

You can order your repeat prescription on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager
Kennington Health Centre
01865 730911
yvonne.milward@nhs.net
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KENNINGTON HISTORY SOCIETY

At the History Society’s October meeting Adrian Thornton, back for second time, gave members 
a talk entitled ‘More National Parks.’ On this occasion Mr Thornton, a local representative of the 
Friends of National Parks, told, with the use of beautiful pictures, the history of the Peak District 
National Park, whilst also reporting the current proposal for a ‘South Downs’ National Park, saying 
a final decision on the plan is expected this year.

In November Tim Jordan gave members an illustrated talk entitled ‘Cotswold Barns’. Once again 
a packed hall was treated to many delightful photographs, not only of exteriors these picturesque 
buildings, but also of their intricate interior roof construction. Many of these stunning barns looked 
more like medieval churches, a far cry from those unappealing farm building that are erected today.

‘this month’

Due to unforeseen circumstances it has been necessary to find a new speaker for our December 
event. So now on Monday 15th December 2008 at 7:45pm in the Methodist Church the Society 
will have a talk by Air Commodore LGP (Bob) Martin intriguingly entitled ‘D-Day Dodger to  
Diplomat.’ We are indeed fortunate to have found such an able substitute;  only last  month Air 
Commodore Martin was the subject of an article in the Oxford Times Limited Edition Magazine 
written by one of our members Sylvia Vetta. If you like to hear all about his fascinating and action 
packed life, from the man himself, please come and join us.

‘next month’

The first event of the new year will held on in the Methodist Church on Monday 19th January 
2009 starting at  7:45pm. Popular local speaker Martin Way will give a talk entitled ‘Roses and 
Castles’ about English Canals, their engineering, achievements and failures… ‘Life on the Cut’.

History Society talks are Free to Members with Visitors Welcome at a cost of £2.50.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

NEW YEAR’S DAY CONCERT
THE OXFORD BRASS PLAYERS WITH SPECIAL GUESTS

Cowley Conservative Club (by kind permission), Between Towns Road

Thursday 1st January 2009, 7:30 pm

Another great family night out!

Most varied programme; Excellent soloists; Popular New Year’s Day music

Tickets £3

All proceeds to Respite-Care for Oxfordshire Sick Youngsters

Contact Frank Wolff, 01865 326271, 14 Rowles Close, Kennington, OX1 5LX
or The Club Steward, 01865 779354
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CHRISTMAS STORY TIMES
and
Craft

Wednesday 17th December

10:30 am to 11:30 am
at the

Kennington Library

The Librarian welcomes all the pre-school children with their parents
for stories, and Christmas craft make a tree decoration.

Refreshment kindly provided by the Friends of  Kennington Library.

For more information, telephone 01865 730763 or visit 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kenningtonlibrary

Kennington Festival Group

(Formerly known as Handicapped Group)

We wish  everyone  a  Happy Christmas  and  thank anyone  who has  helped  us  during  the  year, 
particularly our volunteer drivers.

There are now 46 of us, and as we go into the New Year we would be very pleased to see a few 
more of you join us. As we grow in numbers we are hoping to offer more activities for you to enjoy, 
as I realize some of you do not like playing Bingo.

Come along with your ideas one Monday afternoon 2–4pm in the Kennington Village Centre. We 
will be there on December 8th and 22nd or start in the New Year on January 5th.

Please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 for more information Make sure you leave your Name and 
Telephone number on the answer phone so I can ring you back!!!! If you need transport we can 
arrange that as well.

TABLE TOP SALE — 28  TH   MARCH 2009  

In  the  Village  Centre  10am–12  noon.  To  book  a  table  for  £5.00  please  ring  Margaret  on 
01865730353 or email mbiggs@easymail.rmplc.co.uk
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Carols for All

A service of carols and readings
in preparation for Christmas

In the Vil lage Centre

Sunday 14 th December at 6:30 p.m.

Collection for Night Shelter

KENNINGTON HEALTH WALKS

There will be some changes to the walks in December.

On the 1st, 4th, 11th, 15th and 18th, they will leave the Health Centre Car Park at 10a.m as 
normal.

On the 8th we are having our Christmas lunch, therefore we will not leave until 11a.m.

There will be no organised walks on the 22nd and 29th.

As Christmas Day and New Year’s Day fall on a Thursday this year, there will be no walks. 
This is in keeping with our practice of not walking on bank holidays.

The normal walks will resume on January 5th.

Further details from Eileen 739173.

PERSONAL NOTICES

The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for  births, weddings, thank-you’s and  bereavements. 
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. Submissions to the Editor (page 45).

Ray Brown

Marion, Gary and Paul thank all who attended Ray’s funeral, and are grateful for all the donations 
to the Cancer Campaign in Ray’s memory. A heartfelt thank you to all for your support, especially 
K. A. Football Club, K. Men’s and Boys’ Football Club, friends, and neighbours.

Kennington Church Groups

On behalf of the residents at Mon Choisy and Kirlena House, I would like to thank the groups who 
come regularly once a month to give a service to them. These are appreciated, and we wish them all 
and the readers a happy Christmas.

— Margaret Bradbury (Manager)
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THE ROSE TAYLOR MEMORIAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Surprise! Surprise! following a slower the usual start, the tickets for the Charity Lunch to be held 
in Egrove Park on Tuesday 23rd December 2008 are now all sold. If you would like to join the 
waiting list please ring 01865 739208.

As  previously  reported  all  the  proceeds  from this  year’s  charity  event  in  excess  of  the  costs 
involved will, in line with the Taylor Family’s wishes, be divided equally between  Sir Michael  
Sobell House and Helen & Douglas House. If you can donate a prize for the monster raffle held at 
the Lunch, it would be very much appreciated and help swell the sums raised for these essential 
local establishments.

See you all on the day,
George & Carole Ross

NEW YEAR’S DAY — WALKING THE BOUNDS

This year the walk will commence at 11 am on Thursday 1st January from the Village Car Park and 
last around one and half hours, subject to the condition and accessibility of the Thames Tow Path. 
Remember that dogs are only allowed in Bagley Wood if kept on a lead and under full control at all 
times.

FRIENDS OF KENNINGTON CANCER FUND

Many thanks to all who supported and donated to our Christmas Bazaar. £1,102.71 was raised. On 
the same day, we gave our yearly cheque to Prof. Harris; this year it was £15,000, making £240,000 
since 1990. We are very much excited that during 2009, we shall reach our £¼-million. We are 
aware that this has been possibly only because of the generosity of all our ‘Friends’ and helpers. We 
thank you all, and wish everyone a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.

— Pearl Livett and FKCF

EXTRAS

You can go on-line to find extra articles too large to fit in the Kennington Chronicle.

Go to www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk (select On-line Extras).

You can also find Chronicle archives from July 2008.

New this month: Abingdon & District Newsletter 2008, Thames Valley Police Authority News  
Bulletin, Oxfordshire Museum.
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KENNINGTON LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

Well done to our young writer Ece Besen (aged 7) for her book review of Matilda by Roald Dahl! 
Ece was the winner of Team Read book review competition run this summer by the County Council 
Library Services. Her prize is a book, which we hope she will enjoy. Congratulations! Also to 
Lucienne  Pullen (age  10),  who was  a  worthy  winner  of  St  Swithun’s  Primary  School  writing 
competition. You can read Ece’s review and Lucienne’s impressive work “If One Night…” in 
the Library.

December is the last month of the 2008 National Year of Reading, so the theme of our next coffee 
morning  on  3rd December will  be,  “Let’s  talk  about  books.” Why  not  come  and  listen  to 
Dominique and friends talk about their favourite books of 2008, and perhaps bring along your own 
favourite book to share with us in an informal pre-Christmas celebration of reading (details on 
page 15).

During December all children will be able to make their own Christmas cards in the Library and for 
the little ones not yet at school, there will be Christmas Story Time and Craft, on Wednesday 17th 

December at 10:30am (details on page 23).

As a Christmas treat Kennington Library has increased its stock of DVD’s.

We now have travel DVD’s to help you plan your holidays such as Thailand, New York, Italy. 
Exercise topics, such as Kelly Holmes “First steps to fitness”, and Yoga. Plus special interest topics 
such as the National Trust’s Finest Gardens through the Year, Natural History, Music Concerts, 
Stargazing ,Yesterday’s Britain and a lot more… So fill your spare Christmas hours with a different 
viewing experience! The rental time will be increased because of Christmas closure; for example, 
if you take a DVD on Wednesday 17th December, you can keep it until 7th January at the usual one-
week hire charge. Look out in the Library for DVD rental bargain days!

Please note our closing times in Kennington. The Oxford Westgate Library is  open between 
Christmas and New Year’s Day. Our On-line Library Services are open 24/7. See our two websites:

www.libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/referenceonline

Christmas and New Year Dates

Open Christmas Eve Wednesday 24  th   December   10.00am to 12.30pm.

Closed from Christmas Day to New Year Day.

Re-open Friday 2  nd   January 2009   at 2pm.

Dominique  and  the  Kennington  Library  staff  would  like  to  wish  our  readers  a  very  Happy 
Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. We hope to see lots more of you in 2009! Note for dairy 
Saturday 7th March 2009 Kennington Library Festival.

The Library now holds an A4-size Chronicle for people who prefer larger print.

— Dominique Henderson

Kennington Library, 01865 730763, www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/kenningtonlibrary
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PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE UPDATE

It’s that time of year again where everyone has enough to worry about without the added stress of 
worrying about being a victim of crime. So, to avoid becoming a victim yourself and allow you to 
concentrate on festive matters here are some Crime prevention pointers.

• Double check all doors and windows are shut and locked before leaving the house, 
even for just a few minutes.

• Keep house and car keys out of sight.

• Keep doors locked even whilst you are home.

• Chain bikes and mopeds to a fixed position to avoid them being carried away. (It does 
happen!)

• Do not let anyone into your house without verifying their authenticity first. Ring the 
company  number from the  PHONE BOOK,  not  what  they  give  you.  If  in  doubt, 
DON’T let them in, and call us.

There have been Incidents of Moped theft and Burglary in the Village recently, most notably on 
SANDFORD LANE, if anyone notices any suspicious vehicles or persons please call it in no matter 
how insignificant it may seem.

I will be looking to set up Neighbourhood Watch schemes in Kennington where there are gaps. If 
anyone would like further information please call.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Pc 1810 Sean Delaney is the Neighbourhood Response Officer for the Kennington area. The 
Neighbourhood Team for the village is  headed by  PS Darren Price, supported by  PCSO 
Nicky  Beltran. Please ring 999 for emergencies or the Abingdon station 24-hour number  
0845 8 505 505. Alternatively email the team: ruralabingdon@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.

Del is now an Acting Sergeant for special Operations but still keeps an eye on Kennington.  
APS Charlie Pollard now heads up The Neighbourhood Team and PCSO A D Wright is the  
Community officer. The numbers are the same.

’Tis the season to be jolly, together we can keep it that way.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
0845 8 505 505 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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ST SWITHUN’S SCHOOL

St Swithun’s CE (C) Primary School, Grundy Crescent, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PS
Head Teacher: Mrs Jill Evans

Telephone 01865 438933 — www.st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

SCHOOL WEBSITE: The school has a new website, on which you will find dates, curriculum 
news,  PTA and  School  Council  updates,  and  targets  for  each  year  group.  We  have  also 
included some website links for children, to help them with their current topics, as well as a 
range of photos and other information.

‘TAKE ONE PICTURE’: The school year started with a whole-school project entitled ‘Take 
One Picture’. Each class teacher chose one famous work of art, and the class spent the first 
three weeks of term asking questions about the picture. This project involved all aspects of 
the curriculum, and enabled the children to adopt a creative approach to learning.

SCHOOL COUNCIL:  The  Council  has  been  very  busy  this  term.  As  well  as  organising  a 
Harvest  Fair,  which  raised  £268 towards  an  orchard  in  Africa,  it  has  also  organised  a 
successful writing competition and sent out a questionnaire to KS2 pupils. Discussions were 
also held to decide on the format of golden time.

VICTORIAN CHILDHOOD: Year 5 was fortunate enough to go on a trip go St John’s House 
in Warwickshire, where the children were able to experience the life of a Victorian child at 
school and in domestic service.

CHILDREN IN NEED: On Friday 14 November, the children raised money by dressing up as 
their favourite book characters for Children in Need. There was also a special Pudsey Bear 
school lunch available on the day, which proved very popular.

THEATRE WORKSHOP:  Children  in  years  5  and  6  were  able  to  take  part  in  a  theatre 
workshop, which should help them with their forthcoming Christmas production.

INDIAN DANCE DAY:  Foundation  Stage  and  KS1  children  took  part  in  a  day  of  dance, 
learning the intricacies of hand and arm movement. At the end of the day, they put on an 
enthralling show for parents.

OFSTED:  On  Wednesday  5  November,  HMI  Mary  Harlow  visited  the  school  to  assess 
progress on the four key issues highlighted in the full inspection visit. Her summary was, 
“Having considered all the evidence I am of the opinion that at this time the school is making 
satisfactory  progress  in  addressing  the  issues  for  improvement  and  in  raising  pupils’ 
achievement.”

TERM DATES
TERM 2 Monday 3rd November–Friday 19th December 2008
TERM 3 Tuesday 6th January–Friday 13th February 2009
Term 4 Monday 23rd February–Friday 3rd April 2009
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HOW TO CHOOSE AND LOOK AFTER A CHRISTMAS TREE

Christmas  is  just  around  the  corner  and  our  thoughts  will  be  turning  to  that  most  important 
decoration for our homes – the Christmas Tree. Christmas trees are often on Dad’s list of jobs, but 
choosing the right tree is such an exciting and enjoyable task that it can easily become a favourite 
family outing.

The custom of a decorated Christmas tree appears to have started in Britain in the 19th century. 
Albert,  the Prince Consort to Queen Victoria, brought the tradition from his homeland of  Saxe 
Coburg, now part of Germany. The example set by royalty became a general fashion.

Non-drops don’t drop their needles as they dry.

● The most well know non-drop, the Nordmann Fir, originates from the 
mountains in Turkey, Georgia and Russian Caucasus. The leaves are 
thick, glossy and a rich green.

● The  Fraser Fir is native to the mountains of eastern United States. 
With soft, silvery needles, it’s a great choice if you want a non-drop 
that doesn’t need a huge amount of space.

● The Lodgepole Pine, from Alberta in Canada, has bright green, long, 
thin needles which are paired and often twisted to give the tree a very 
bushy appearance. Pines look fabulous when dressed!

Needle Fresh do drop their needles as they dry, but they smell wonderful.

● Modern pruning methods have made the  Norway Spruce a thick,  dense, 
bushy tree  with  literally  millions  of  needles.  Tree  care  is  therefore  very 
important.

● The Blue Spruce has a blue tinge and defined layers – a bit like a ballerina’s 
tutu. It’s prickly but strong and has a wonderful smell, and is a good tree if 
you have heavy decorations.

● The Serbian Spruce can truly be described as elegant. Slim, delicate with 
silvery needles, it’s a great choice if you are looking for height but not too 
much breadth.

All these trees are grown locally near Watlington. Local production means late 
cutting and the freshest of trees, which is particularly important for the spruces.

Tree Care

To maintain your tree’s condition there are three essential Do’s:

1. Cut the base. This opens the tree’s veins, which will have sealed since being cut in the 
field.

2. Immerse in a bucket of water – in a warm (not hot) area of your house for 24 hours – as 
the tree warms up it will take up a lot of water

3. Transfer into  a  stand or tree  container and water regularly. The  tree  will  take  the 
maximum amount of water in the first 24 hours in the warm, but will still continue to take 
up water for 2–3 weeks – provided it doesn’t dry out. If the tree runs out of water you need 
to re-cut the base.

— Farmer Gow, 01793 780555
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VILLAGE DIARY — DECEMBER 2008, JANUARY 2009

Fixed Weekly Meetings

Mondays
Thursdays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles)
See page 25 for exceptions in December.

Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am

Tuesdays
Thursdays

Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am

Fridays Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

December 2008

Wed 3 Kennington Link WI “Morocco” Clive Jones Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sun 7
Carols Round the Tree:
Xmas Tree, Lights, Carols, Mince Pies

Memorial 6 pm

Tue 9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 10 Kennington WI “Musical Entertainment” Village Centre 7 pm
Thu 11 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 12

The Gondoliers by Gilbert & Sullivan
Sat 13 Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Sat 13 Oxford Ceilidhs Dance to Boldwood Village Centre 8 pm
Sun 14 United Civil Service Choir Village Centre 7:30 pm
Mon 15 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 16 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Thu 18 Whist Drive Village Centre 2–4 pm

Sun 21 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Wed 24 Christmas Eve Communion Methodist Church 9:30 pm
Thu 25 Christmas Day Family Service Methodist Church 9:30 am
Wed 17, Thu 18, Fri 19, Mon 22, Tue 23 (see page 11): Carol Singing around the Village 6 pm

January 2009

The Post Office now has a new diary for your 2009 entries.
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