


THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST SWITHUN
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Vicar
The Rev Terence Smith has now retired and until a new vicar is appointed please contact 
either Isabel or Nigel the churchwardens.

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Nigel Franklin 14 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5LJ 01865 327854

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mrs M Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Sunday School 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service 10:30 am

Choir Mondays 6:30 pm

St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent
4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm

Day School (Voluntary Controlled — Ages 3–11)
Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service & Baptisms 10:30 am

4th & 5th Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 am
Evening Service 6:30 pm

Wednesday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Churchwardens

Useful Telephone Numbers
Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings................................................................................................01235 854780
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Del Delaney 1810.......................08458 505505
County Councillor  Bob Johnston.........bob.johnston@oxfordshire.gov.uk..............01865 730209
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ST SWITHUN’S NEWSLETTER

A BRAVE NEW 2009

Goodbye 2008.  You tried your  best  but  you have not  been a  vintage  year.  It  was  the year  of 
famines,  wars, massacres in Darfur,  Iraq,  Mumbai and Zimbabwe, and of course the economic 
downturn. All too often bad news seems to be news, but good news is often ignored and yet we are 
surrounded by good news, so why not view 2009 the right way up? Watch the children enjoying 
themselves and try and remember what it was like for you. Switch off the mobile phone and the 
computer  and  ignore  the  advertisements  urging  you to  buy  things  you  do  not  need.  Surprise, 
surprise, you will find that really little has changed. God’s wonderful world is still there and we 
have the privilege to live in it.

So what else can we do? Why not spend more time with the children and share with them your 
dreams? 2009 could be a year when we follow our dreams. The poet John Betjeman said his father 
put pressure on him to enter the family business, but John said he wanted to be a poet. His father 
said it was a stupid dream and he would make very little money. He refused, and ended up as Poet 
Laureate with a memorial in Westminster Abbey.

We also need to be more forgiving, as it can change us all by healing long buried scars. Sadly 
people think that healing and forgiving is not possible, so now could be just the time to ask for 
God’s help. The actions and words of Jesus ring out like a new year bell telling us and the world 
what time it really is, and warning us to look at things from God's point of view, encouraging us to 
make changes in our lives. So let us stop grumbling and combine the gospel with what is happening 
around us.

Of course, we could rely on our New Year resolutions, most of which we have probably already 
broken; Samuel Johnson the great diarist said resolutions were not just for the new year, any day 
would do, and with God’s help he would keep them and so change things for the better . The Rev 
Timothy Edwards in the 19th century made 70 resolutions, all aimed at dedicating himself to God. I 
wonder how many he managed to keep? When we do make them it is as well to remember Alice in 
Wonderland. She was startled when she saw a waist-coated rabbit with a pocket watch dash past 
and disappear down a hole. She then followed without any thought for the consequences. Perhaps 
we need to consider the consequences when we make resolutions?

While we are at it, why not do something about the abrasive edges of our world. All too often 
communities are places full  of strangers rather than communities of friends. A community is a 
society with a human feel about it, where people know who you are and miss you if you are not 
there.

So are we in 2009 just going to go on with our cosy chats and conversations, as God unveils the 
project he has been working on all this time? Jesus opened a great new door and shared with us a 
dream of living life, called the kingdom of heaven, where there is a place for everyone and the 
dignity and worth of every person is secure. Are we going to complain that we wish he had done 
something else rather than what looks like a messy disorganised world? Are we prepared to admit 
to ourselves and the watching world that in looking at Jesus we have seen the glory of God? The 
challenge for us is there and unmistakable. We could yet make 2009 a vintage year!

St Swithun’s wishes everyone a very a very Happy and Peaceful New Year.
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Services in January:

4th Jan 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Teresa Morgan

11th Jan 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Pam McKellen

6:30 pm Compline 6:30 pm Compline

18th Jan 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Tony Johnson

25th Jan 9:00 am Parish Communion
Priest: Peter Jefford

6:30 pm Compline 10:30 am Family Service
6:30 pm Evensong

Children are very welcome at all of our services.

Family Service: The next Family Service is at 10:30 am on January 25th. This is a short service 
aimed at children.

The mid-week communion services are at 10:30am on Wednesdays. Please do come along and 
join us if you can.

Please pray for:

The sick: Sue Moles, Joan Caddick, Derek  Copcutt, James, George and Nan  Whaley, Ian, Joan 
Miles, Francis Wilson, Jenny Peachy and Nigel.

The bereaved: Especially the family and friends of Jock Fletcher Campbell, and all those whose 
‘Year’s Mind’ falls at this time.

The residents of Kennington.

The ‘Living Faith’ initiative and the Prayer Partnership.

St Swithun’s Church as we seek to discover the way forward.

May the eyes of the Father behold us
May the hands of the Saviour uphold us
May the arms of the Spirit enfold us. Amen

The community: St Swithun’s School, the Parish Council, Health Centre, St Swithun’s Guild, the 
two homes in the parish, the other churches and organisations.

The World: All areas of the world where people are suffering, whether as a result of famine, war or 
natural  disasters.  We think  especially  of  the  people  of  Iraq,  Afghanistan,  the  Middle  East  and 
Africa, especially those in Zimbabwe and Darfur. Pray for all those who work for peace, democracy 
and justice.

The work of the Church in the world.

The Queen.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to pray, meditate or simply sit and relax in 
God’s presence. We keep nothing of value on the Church premises.

Christ Church Cathedral routinely makes a charge for visiting, but this charge is waived for 
residents of the Diocese. If you would like to take advantage of this concession, application forms 
for free passes are available on the table at the back of the Church. 

The Website: St Swithun’s now has a very attractive website thanks to Helen and Mark Horseman.
www.stswithunskennington.org

Isabel Baggott
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KENNINGTON METHODIST CHURCH

Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Telephone:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Church Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH
Tel: 01865 243216

FROM THE MINISTER

Dear Friends,

When I was a small child, I used to delight in receiving a brand new exercise book at school in 
which I could write my news. Each page was spanking new—no rubbed out pencil marks or ink 
stains, but a lovely clean, white page waiting to be filled up.

There is a sense in which at the beginning of a calendar year, we have a blank new page in our 
exercise book of life. God has given us an opportunity to erase the pencil-marks of past pains and 
failures, to remove the ink stains of past sins and through the forgiveness of Christ, God gives us a 
brand new page to begin again and write our story.

The beginning of a new year is for each one of us, a time to offer to God humbly and simply what 
we can, what we know and what we have, to help the world accept and know the joy and peace 
which God offers to all people for all time.

As the New Year dawns and 2009 lies before us, let’s receive it as a gift and allow God to lead us 
and direct us in all that we say and do for as the hymn-writer puts it:

’Tis Jesus the first and the last,
Whose Spirit shall guide us safe home;
We’ll praise him for all that is past,
And trust him for all that’s to come.
(Hymns & Psalms 277, verse1)

HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Yours in Christ,
Rosemary
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SERVICES FOR JANUARY

Morning Worship will be held each Sunday at 10.30 a.m.

Holy Communion will be celebrated on  Sunday January 11th at  10:30 a.m. 
There will also be a Celebration on Tuesday January 20th at 7.30 p.m. as part 
of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.

The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.

A United Evening Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity  will be 
held in the Parish Church of St Swithun on Sunday January 18th at 6.30 p.m.

PREACHERS FOR JANUARY AT 10.30 a.m. WILL BE:

January 4th Dr Julie Todd from Islip.

January 11th COVENANT  SUNDAY.  The  Minister,  the  Revd Rosemary  Davies.
This will be the Annual Covenant Service, which will include the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion.

January 18th WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY.
Heidi Cottrell, from Wallingford.

6.30 p.m. United Service in the Parish Church. Everyone is most welcome.

January 25th The Revd Leslie Marsh, from Kidlington

EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other 
activities. The  CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at  10 a.m. each Sunday morning, 
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

SERVICES FOR THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY

Sunday January 18th United Evensong at St Swithun’s at 6.30 p.m.

Monday January 19th Service at the Church of the Good Shepherd at 6.30 p.m.

Tuesday January 20th Communion Service at the Methodist Church at 7.30 p.m.

Wednesday January 21st Eucharist at St Swithun’s at 10.30 a.m.

We are all asked to give these services our full support that we all may be one so that the world  
might believe.
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OTHER DATES FOR JANUARY

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday
JANUARY 8th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards. See below for details.

Sunday
JANUARY 18th

The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise for Mon Choisy Elderly Persons 
Home at 3 p.m. and Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 3:45 p.m.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY, JANUARY 8th from 10 a.m. 
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts.  Do come  along,  and  bring  your  friends  with  you.  It  will  make  a  most  enjoyable 
‘morning out’.

The December Coffee Morning raised £248.66.
The February Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday, February 10th at 10 a.m.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

CAROL SINGING. The NCH Carol Singing Total is not known at the time of writing.  We will 
give full details next month in the Chronicle.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

THE KENNINGTON & DISTRICT UNITED CHURCH CHOIRS

The Choirs have just given their 4 performances of The Gondoliers by Gilbert & Sullivan. Once 
again, the amount raised was outstanding. The concerts in Witney & Oxsrad raised over £1,200. 
But it was Kennington who hit the jack-pot The two concerts in the village raised the staggering 
total of £7,740 for the Penhurst Special School for severely disabled children in Chipping Norton. 
This included an anonymous gift and Gift Aid. We shall be taking the cheque up to  Penhurst in 
January. We thank all those who supported the concerts in any way. It was a gigantic achievement 
and the concerts themselves amazing. We hope you were there!

The Choirs also sang carols in the Westgate Shopping Centre in Oxford on Friday, December 12th 

from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. for Save the Children. And raised £350. It was a busy day! And now we are  
delighted to report that we have passed our £300,000 target as we march on into 2009.

Starting on Friday, January 16th we begin rehearsals on Mozart’s Requiem, and the Haydn Nelson 
Mass to be performed in Oxford in April.  We are always looking for new singers – if you are 
interested, have word with Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. He will be more than happy to give 
you all the information you need.
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THE GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

ECUMENICAL STUDY & PRAYER GROUP

Over many years, Mrs Beryl Warner and her late husband have run a prayer fellowship in the 
village of Kennington, providing a safe space for Christians of all denominations to gather together 
for Bible study, prayer and fellowship. This has been greatly valued by those attending and has 
given rise to many deep friendships.

On Thursday 15th January 2009, the group will meet again at 8 St Swithun’s Road, Kennington, at 
2.30 p.m when we shall consider the future direction of the group.

Please come along and share your views so we can go forward into the New Year with hope and 
trust.

If you would like any more information about the group and its activities please feel free to contact 
Beryl on 01865 453381.
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Parish Council Matters
January 2009 Meeting

The Clerk had written to ask for an estimate 
of the cost of adding the name of the Parish 
Council  to  all  the  bus  shelters.  The  final 
replacement bus shelters should be installed 
on 18th December at the Upper Road stop in 
Kennington  Road  and  the  Sandford  Lane 
stop in The Avenue. It had been noticed that 
a  bicycle  was  often  chained  to  the  bus 
shelter  at  the  stop  opposite  Oxford  Saïd 
Business  School.  The  members  of  the 
Parish  Council  were  concerned  that  this 
practice should stop as it was inconvenient 
for bus passengers.

The  Clerk  had  requested  quotations  from 
Berinsfield Community  Business  to  cut 
back the weeds and spray the area along the 
boundary with the houses  in  the Paddock 
and the amenity land and to cut the hedge 
along the Avenue near Fairways before the 
start of the growing season.

A grant was made to Victim Support, which 
would  receive  £250.  They  gave  £50  to 
Sustrans,  the  volunteer  organisation  that 
was  developing  a  national  cycle  network, 
for the reprinting of the leaflet illustrating 
the  cycle  route  called  the  Hanson  Way, 
which goes from Oxford to Didcot through 
Kennington.  The  Clerk  would  contact 
Sustrans  as  there  was  concern  that  the 
vegetation  was  encroaching  on  the  cycle 
path in  places.  The Parish Council  would 
suggest  it  could  help  organise  a  working 
party in the New Year if there were enough 
local volunteers. If you or your family are 
interested in helping can you please let the 
Clerk know.

The  Clerk  had  reported  potholes  in  the 
pavement and roadway near Redbridge and 
in  the  pavement  in  Simpson  Way,  and 
damage to the roadway in Bagley Close, to 
Oxfordshire Highways.

There had been a successful switch-on of 
the  Christmas  tree  lights,  followed  by 

Carols and mulled wine and mince pies in 
St  Swithun’s  Church  Hall.  Although  the 
tree  was  smaller  than  last  year,  the  light 
display installed by a local contractor was 
very  attractive.  The  Parish  Council  was 
very  grateful  for  the  donation  of  the  tree 
from Bagley Wood. This year the Chairman 
of  the  Vale  of  White  Horse,  Cllr Alison 
Rooke, was a guest,  and the collection of 
£160,  made  with  help  from  Father 
Christmas, was donated to her charity, the 
League of Friends, at Abingdon Hospital.

Mrs Pam Johnston
Clerk to the Council

Flag Days

January

20th Birthday  of  HRH  The  Countess  of 
Wessex

February

6th Her Majesty’s Accession

19th Birthday of the Duke of York

Dates of Council Meetings
January 2009

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 15th January at 7:30pm.

There will be a meeting to consider the 
budget for the next financial year on 8th 

January at 7.30pm.

The Saturday office is on 10th January.

The Planning Committee is on
Tuesday 13th January at 8.00pm.

Planning applications are considered by 
the Parish Council at the next meeting 

following receipt of the plan, which may 
be within days of notification. Therefore, 
please call the Clerk immediately if you 
want to make a comment. Plans can be 

viewed by arrangement with the clerk or 
on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are held in the Village 
Centre,

and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Link
WI

Our last talk for 2008 was given by Mr Clive Jones, and featured the Kingdom of 
Morocco. It was accompanied by a superb collection of slides, which showed the 

country to its best advantage. Rabat. the capital, is composed of many styles of architecture, and we 
were able to admire the lovely workmanship and fascinating mosaics. In complete contrast was the 
town of Fez with clay and straw buildings, where loaded donkeys walked down the narrow streets 
and goat skins were tanned and dyed in the open air. A Roman settlement showed ruined buildings, 
stork nests atop the pillars and a perfect mosaic floor, which has been there since the time of Christ. 
After seeing scenes of the awesome High Atlas Mountains,  our tour of Morocco finished with 
pictures of a pseudo Berber settlement (specifically for tourists) and the fascinating Sahara Desert.

The speaker was thanked for a very interesting talk by Mrs Jean Mundy.

Earlier  the  President  had  welcomed  members  and  one  guest  to  the  meeting.  Business  matters 
included an invitation from Radley WI to their Christmas Party. A letter on the future of Group 
Meetings  was  read  out  to  members.  A  petition  from  Cærnarfon WI,  opposing  increased 
subscriptions, was available for members to sign if they wished. Mrs Christine Ravenscroft, our 
Treasurer,  was congratulated on winning the Joyce  Milward Bursary at  the Oxford “Christmas 
Songs.”

Tickets were on sale for the Founders Day Party in February. Envelopes were distributed for next 
year’s subscriptions thus reminding members that payment will be due in January.

The Christmas Sales Table, presided over by Mrs Mary Willett. was a great attraction with many 
bargains on offer. A beautiful pot plant that adorned the Presidents table (and had been given by 
Mrs Bowen Thomas) was presented to Mrs Prior.

Members enjoyed festive refreshments served by the Committee ,and a short time was given to 
seasonal carols before the President wished everyone a Happy Christmas and brought the meeting 
to a close.

The next meeting will be on January 7th when Mrs Liz Eaton will speak on “Cycle Cuba — 
We did it for Denman.” Our meeting starts at 2.15 in the Methodist Church, and visitors are most 
welcome.

GIRLGUIDING   KENNINGTON  

Table Top Sale Saturday 7th February 2009, 10 am–12 noon

Come out of hibernation and visit out Table Top Sale. Meet your friends and chat 
over a cup of coffee, buy a home made cake or some raffle tickets and visit our 
stalls.  If you would like to set  up shop then you can book a table at  £5 from 
Margaret on 01865 730353 or Liz on 01865 730053.

See you there!
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KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

December Meeting

The President welcomed over thirty members to our Christmas meeting. Mrs  Palma read out the 
names of several of our members who were unwell and unable to be with us this evening. It was 
hoped they would soon be recovered enough to join us at future meetings.

The hall was prepared with a Christmas tree and festively decorated tables. This, together with 
music, provided a warm and welcoming atmosphere for the members. The attractively presented 
meal was provided by Mrs Pearl Livett and served by her and her helpers. Wine and fruit juices 
were  served  by  members  of  the  committee.  Later  in  the  evening  Jonathan  and  Julie  Todd 
entertained us with songs and poems.

The  competition  for  a  handmade  cracker  was  judged  by  our  entertainers.  The  first  prize  was 
awarded to Mrs Beyer, second prize to Mrs Main and third prize to Mrs Tilston.

The  proceeds  of  the  raffle,  organised  by  Mrs  Harris  and  Mrs  Bayliss,  were  donated  to  the 
Kennington Cancer Fund.

Our next meeting, on Wednesday 14th January at 7:15pm in the Village Centre, will include a talk 
by Mrs Barbara Grey entitled “Six Weddings”.

We will be very pleased to welcome any ladies who would like to come along and join us.

KENNINGTON 4 FAIRTRADE (K4F)

London — the world’s largest Fairtrade City

On  23  October,  London  was  declared  the  largest  Fairtrade  City  in  the  world.  This  was  the 
culmination of a  drive launched in 2003 by the then Mayor of London, Ken Livingstone,  and 
backed by current Mayor Boris Johnson, who described the declaration as ‘super news.’ Across the 
capital, 20 boroughs now have Fairtrade status, five of which are Olympic boroughs. Almost 1,000 
retailers and 600 catering outlets now sell a range of products which carry the famous FAIRTRADE 
Mark.

Did you know that Kenya produces a quarter of the flowers for the EU?

Kenya directly employs 55,000 workers, mainly young women, in the Cut Flower Industry. Single 
stem Fairtrade Flowers, used by florists to make bouquets, will be available in selected independent 
florists from 2009.

For further details go on-line to www.fairtrade.org.uk
and look in their latest Winter Newsletter ‘Fair Comment’

With your support Kennington could join London and become a Fairtrade Village in 2009.
Contact Robin Mason on 321044 or Brenda Groth on 739229 for further information.
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KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE

******* NEWS FROM KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE *******

WE WISH OUR PATIENTS A VERY HEALTHY NEW YEAR…

… and thank you all for your patience as we embark on month 2 of our 6-months’ refurbishment. 
We are aware that this is causing a lot of inconvenience, but it will be worth it in the end as the 
health centre will be a much pleasanter place to be!

EXTENDED HOURS

For the months of   Jan–Feb 2009   our extra opening hours will be as follows.

NB all dates by appointment only

JANUARY

NEW YEARS DAY Thurs 1  st   January CLOSED  
Sat 10th January 8.30–11.45am
Sat 17th January 8.30–11.45am
Mon 19th January until 8.15pm
Thu 22nd January until 8.15pm
Mon 26th January until 8.15pm
Thu 29th January until 8.15pm

FEBRUARY

Mon 2nd Feb until 8.15pm
Thu 5th Feb until 8.15pm
Sat 14th Feb 8.30–11.45am
Sat 21st Feb 8.30–11.45am
Mon 23rd Feb until 8.15pm
Thu 26th Feb until 8.15pm

At all other times we will be open as usual 8.30am–1pm, 2pm–6.30pm

We are only OPEN FOR ROUTINE BOOKED APPOINTMENTS during our extended hours and 
EMERGENCIES WILL BE DEALT WITH BY THE OUT OF HOURS SERVICE, as we do 
not have the resources to deal with these at these times.

Therefore all telephone calls will be redirected to the out of hours service and if you feel you have a 
problem that can not wait till the surgery is next open routinely you should contact them.

Please do not attend the surgery expecting to be seen without an appointment as you will be 
redirected to the OOH service. A receptionist will be available for routine queries and to request 
and collect prescriptions. PLEASE ALWAYS TELEPHONE THE HEALTH CENTRE FIRST, 
AND  FOLLOW  INSTRUCTIONS  GIVEN. Leaflets  are  available  at  Kennington  Health 
Centre.

Did you know...
You can order your repeat prescription on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager
Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net
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KENDALL COPSE NEWS

We are now two years  on from planting the first  field  and one year on from the second field 
planting. The new gate and fence went in and up in August, and by November we were ready to 
plant  the  first  hedgerow.  This  was  accomplished  on  a  dull—but  dry  (thank  goodness)—early 
November morning, with some 1,500 to 2,000 saplings going in in just 3 hours by the efforts of the 
dozen and a half team members.

Overall, trees in the first field are reaching 2m in 
height  and  more,  although  some  mischief  has 
been done by people removing the rabbit guards. 
No, not to guard the rabbits but to protect the tree 
bark  from  them!  Already  they  have  chewed  a 
couple of small trees nearly level with the ground 
where guards had not been fitted, so please keep 
an eye open for any probably small figures seen 
causing mischief. I would hate to see our village 
efforts  providing  food  for  rabbits.  Trees  in  the 
second field are also growing away very nicely, 
reaching one and a half metres in some places.

Other  wildlife  is  present  in  both  fields.  The 
number  of  molehills  suggests  that  several  have 

their home their, burrowing along the open ‘rides’. The ground must be more fertile than suggested 
by twenty or thirty years of being rubbish tips. A less fortunate user was a muntjac deer, hit by a 
passing car as it left the shelter of the field. I keep looking for voles using the  Hinksey stream, 
which forms the northern and eastern boundaries for one field, but nothing seen so far. During 
clearance of ragwort from part of the eastern field, a dozen pyramid orchids were found in the 
eastern field and two or three in the western field.

All  in all,  both fields are noteworthy of the time and effort  put in by members of Kennington 
village so we—the Friends of Kendall Copse—are saying thank you on 17th January in the Village 
Centre, from 2 pm to 4 pm, with a cheese and wine party (snacks and juice for small planters) and 
you only have to listen to a 15 minute report on progress.

— Roger Gelder for Friends of Kendall Copse

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 2008

The bank counted up all the money in record time( just too late for December's KC.)

Another excellent total: £3,672.43. This is £17 more than last year's great collection.

Thank you to all who gave, whether it was at the door, through one of the other outlets or at the 
Church Remembrance Service. Thank you too to those organisations who laid a wreath for their 
generous donations.

Now to those to whom the greatest thanks should be given — the poppy sellers. Those are the 
people who made this appeal so successful.

— Barbara Boyne
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KENNINGTON OVERSEAS AID
On December  4th the  AGM and final  meeting  of  the  year  for  Kennington 
Overseas Aid was held. We eagerly awaited the result of all those fund-raising 
efforts. 2008 was a special year for KOA. It was the fortieth year and it proved 
to be a record-breaking one. Many of the events broke previous records, and 
the final total of £26,017 exceeded all expectations. The money was raised to 
support Medic Assist International in a project to build and equip a children’s 
ward in the hospital at Golo in Sudan. It will also pay for a medical team for 
the ward for the first year.

John Earwicker from MAI was overwhelmed by the generosity of the people of Kennington. MAI 
and  KOA thank  all  who  organised  and  supported  events  throughout  the  year  to  achieve  this 
marvellous result.

After many years of devoted service as KOA treasurer, David Butler retired at a highpoint of his 
work and was enthusiastically thanked by Chairman Clive Rodgers and all present. He received a 
brilliant cartoon portrait by KOA’s resident artist, Philip Martin.

A new chairperson,  Sylvia  Vetta,  and  Vice  Chair,  Brenda  Groth,  were elected  for  2009.  Clive 
Rodgers is the new treasurer.

At the next meeting of KOA in January we will vote to select next year’s project and begin to plan 
events for 2009. All are welcome to come along and vote. Further details from Sylvia (739071) or 
Brenda (739229) or visit www.koa.org.uk

Come to the meeting:
When: Thursday 15th January 2009 at 8pm
Venue: St Swithun’s Church Hall

KENNINGTON HISTORY SOCIETY
The  History  Society’s  December  meeting,  which  was  again  well  attended,  was  a  talk  by  Air 
Commodore LGP (Bob) Martin entitled ‘D-Day Dodger to Diplomat’. As indicated last month, 
the Society’s Committee felt fortunate to have found such an able substitute speaker at very short 
notice. This certainly proved to be the case as a packed hall was enthralled by the story of Bob’s 
varied and interesting life. The audience, including a fair sprinkling of visitors, was particularly 
delighted by his numerous amusing anecdotes of his dealings with the ‘rich and famous’. 

‘this month’

The Society’s first meeting of the new year will held on Monday the 19th January 2009 at 7:45pm 
in the Methodist Church when popular local speaker,  Martin Way, will give a talk  ‘Roses and 
Castles’ about the English Canals, their engineering, achievements and failures – subtitled ‘Life on 
the Cut’.

‘next month’

The February event  is  the History Society’s  Annual General Meeting,  which will  be held on 
Monday the 16th February 2009. This is to be followed directly by a Members’ Evening, which 
provides the opportunity for any member to make a short presentation on a subject of their choice 
of an historic flavour.

An early date for your diaries is the  16th March 2009  when an archivist from the Oxfordshire 
Records Office,  Linda Haynes, will tell us the story, with pictures, of the ‘Shipton-on-Cherwell  
Railway Disaster —Christmas Eve 1874’

History Society talks are Free to Members with Visitors Welcome at a cost of £2.50.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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RHYMETIMES

Kennington Library

Wednesday 21st January, 10:30 am to 11:00 am

This time the theme is “Winter favourites” in English and French too…

The Librarian welcomes all the young families with babies and toddlers,
to sing along with her.

Come and have a lot of fun! Once a Month Only!

Do not miss it…

Kennington Library, Kennington Village Centre, 01865 730 763

NEW YEAR’S DAY CONCERT
THE OXFORD BRASS PLAYERS WITH SPECIAL GUESTS

Cowley Conservative Club (by kind permission), Between Towns Road

Thursday 1st January 2009, 7:30 pm

Another great family night out!

Most varied programme; Excellent soloists; Popular New Year’s Day music

Tickets £3

All proceeds to Respite-Care for Oxfordshire Sick Youngsters

Contact Frank Wolff, 01865 326271, 14 Rowles Close, Kennington, OX1 5LX
or The Club Steward, 01865 779354

NEW YEAR’S DAY — WALKING THE BOUNDS

This year the walk will commence at 11 am on Thursday 1st January from the Village Car Park and 
last around one and half hours, subject to the condition and accessibility of the Thames Tow Path. 
Remember that dogs are only allowed in Bagley Wood if kept on a lead and under full control at all 
times.
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KENNINGTON MEMORIAL FIELD —   HEDGELAYING   PROJECT  

The overgrown and gappy hawthorn hedge that forms the boundary between Kennington Memorial 
Field and Playing Field is to receive a facelift in the new year. In the first week of January, Mr John 
Savings, who is a championship hedgelayer from Appleton, will start work on “laying” the hedge.

Hedge laying is a traditional craft that rejuvenates hedges, enhancing their appearance and creating 
better habitat for birds, mammals and wild flowers. Hedgelaying involves cutting nearly all the way 
through the base of the hedge shrubs using a chainsaw, billhook or axe, and then laying the cut 
stems over at  an angle of about 35 degrees.  The cut stems, called pleacher,  are tucked tightly 
together and laid parallel to each other.

In  different  parts  of  the  country,  hedges  are  laid  in  different  styles.  Mr  Savings  will  lay  the 
Memorial Field hedge in the South of England Style (see image below). As he lays the hedge, he 
will put in vertical stakes made from hazel stems at 18” intervals, and then bind the top of the 
hedge with a basket weave of thin hazel whips. Vigorous new shoots will soon grow up from the 
base of the hedge and along the pleachers.

Depending on the weather, the hedge laying will take one to two weeks to complete. While it is 
being done it may look untidy and there will be some noise from the chainsaw and chipper. But in a 
couple of years’ time the Memorial Field will have a lovely thick, bushy hedge.

The Kennington Memorial Field  hedgelaying project is being supported by generous grants from 
Trust  for  Oxordshire’s  Environment  and  the  Waste  Recycling  Group  through  the  Landfill 
Communities Fund, Kennington Parish Council, and Oxford Preservation Trust.

(Alison Muldal, from ‘Hedges in our Landscape’ by Paul Blissett www.hedgelayer.freeserve.co.uk)

CHRONICLE CONFOUNDS

ow much earth can you excavate from a hole that’s four feet long, three feet wide and two 
feet deep?H

Answer in next month’s Chronicle.

Answer to last month: Heroine. (If you want to know last month’s question, find it in our On-line  
Archives from www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.)
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A hedge laid in the South of England style
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KENNINGTON LIBRARY…

… Invites you to our “Let’s talk about books” mornings!

Wednesday 7th January 2009 from 10:30am

At 11.00 am our local historian
Robert Sephton

will present his latest book
Bagley Wood District Nursing Association 1925-1948

Local history fan, don’t miss it!

Tea and coffee will kindly be provided by the friends of Kennington library.

For more information, contact Kennington Library
01867 730763 or www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

PARISH NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICE UPDATE

Following a drugs raid operation on a house near to Otters Reach, two people were arrested, of 
which one has been sentenced to 5 years in prison. This is a great example of how neighbourhood 
policing works, starting with residents providing information to officers, investigating all the way 
through to the execution of warrants. This is a victory for Thames Valley police and it is also a 
victory for the residents of Kennington.

I will be looking to set up Neighbourhood Watch schemes in Kennington where there are gaps. If 
anyone would like further information, please call me.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
0845 8 505 505 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

EXTRAS

You can go on-line to find extra articles too large to fit in the Kennington Chronicle.

Go to www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk (select On-line Extras).

You can also find Chronicle archives from July 2008.

New this month:
Oxfordshire Museum for January 2009, Deddington Festival Writing Competition
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KENNINGTON LIBRARY NEWSLETTER

2009 is here! A new year with many economic challenges ahead for all of us but also a time for 
resolutions such as “save money for the essentials of life” are on everyone lips…
Why not start by making full use of the free services available to you?

A library membership card is Free, and to possess one opens doors to free borrowing of up to 20 
books at the time, plus access through our reference on-line services to all kind of dictionaries, 
encyclopaedias, and archives. You can do this from home or on our new public computers, also free 
to use.

What’s more, you do not have just one village library at your disposal, but a full county network of 
libraries. You can use them all to take and return a book or DVD anywhere! Well almost anywhere. 
Please! Not through Kennington Village Centre letterbox. It is a letterbox common to all the users 
of the village centre and not solely connected to the library room, therefore it is not safe. Recently 
books have been dropped and water-damaged so badly that I had to delete them from our stock. 
Please do use it only for letters, thank you.

2008 on the whole has been a good year for Kennington library. My staff and I hope to carry on the 
same standards of services to Kennington and surrounding villages, so we will have events for all 
ages during the coming year. Get your 2009 dairy and or calendar ready:

➢ First Wednesday of the month “Let’s talk about books” morning.

This is an adult event with a guest speaker where coffee or tea will be served thanks to The 
Friends of Kennington Library Group. This month’s details on page 26. Not in March but 
read on for March details.

➢ Third Wednesday of the month  Rhymetimes or  Storytimes for all the young children and 
families. This month’s details on page 22.

➢ Saturday 7th March 2009 Kennington Library Festival 10 am to 4 pm

Purposely the Saturday following World book Day, this all day event will have 5 guest speakers and 
activities for everyone, especially for the ones who can not come on Wednesdays morning.

The February Chronicle will have the entire details so do not miss it!

Meanwhile  thank  you  to  Mary  Cavanagh,  who  has  done  the  display  of  5  guest  authors  at 
Kennington Health Centre on behalf of Kennington Library. Why not take look even if not ill.

Wish you all the best of reading and health in 2009.

We look forward to seeing you at Kennington Library.

The Library now holds an A4-size Chronicle for people who prefer larger print.
— Dominique Henderson, Kennington Library, 01865 730763, www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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VILLAGE DIARY — JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2009
Fixed Weekly Meetings

Mondays
Thursdays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am

Tuesdays
Thursdays

Toddlers Village Centre
9:30–11:30 am

Fridays Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

January 2009
Wed 7 Kennington Link WI: “Cycle Cuba” by Mrs Eaton Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Thu 8 Parish Council Finance Committee—Budget Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sat 10
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Ceilidh at Kennington “Committee Band” £9 per person Village Centre 7:30 pm for 8

Tue 13
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council: Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 14 Kennington WI: “Six Weddings” Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 15 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 16 First Rehearsal: Kennington Choirs, Mozart and Haydn Methodist Church 7:45 pm
Sat 17 All Kendall Copse helpers AGM, Cheese & Wine Village Centre 2–4 pm

Sun 18
Service

Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

United Service St Swithun’s Church 6:30 pm
Mon 19 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Wed 21 Horticultural Society: Flora & Fauna, Chilterns Village Centre 7:30 pm

February 2009
Tue 3 Parish Council: Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 4 Kennington Link WI 40th Founders Day Party Methodist Hall 12:45–1 pm

Sat 7
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Girl Guides Table Top Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Tue 10 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 11 Kennington WI: RSPB “Success Stories with Birds” Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 12 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 14 Ceilidh at Kennington “The Watch” £9 per person Village Centre 7:30 pm for 8
Mon 16 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Wed 18 Horticultural Society: Social Evening Village Centre 7:30 pm
Tue 24 Parish Council: Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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Chronicle Contributions

Do you have an organisation or event based in Kennington? The Kennington Chronicle is a great 
way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article and maybe even a picture! 
It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.

Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting Kennington-related news 
articles to the Editor!

Queries and submissions to Paddy Landau, The Editor, 29 Colley Wood, OX1 5NF, 
Chronicle@Landau.ws. Advertisements to Mark Horseman, 9 Manor Grove, OX1 5QY

When submitting articles to the Chronicle, please “Remember to Provide a Contact 
Phone or Email” in case of problems!

The Village Diary is in the Post Office. Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
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