THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST SWITHUN
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Vicar
The Rev Terence Smith has now retired and until a new vicar is appointed please contact
either Isabel or Nigel the churchwardens.

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc.
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC

01865 739751
01865 739342

Churchwarden
Isabel Baggott

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH

01865 730950

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH

01865 730950

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott

Hall Bookings
Mrs M Dennett

01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday
4th Sunday Family Service
Choir
Mondays
St Swithun’s Guild
Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent
4th Wednesday in the month
Day School (Voluntary Controlled — Ages 3–11)
Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent
Sunday School

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:30 pm
2:30 pm
01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
4th & 5th Sunday
Wednesday

Parish Communion
Family Service & Baptisms
Holy Communion
Evening Service
Holy Communion

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage

9:30 am
10:30 am
9:00 am
6:30 pm
10:30 am
By arrangement with the Churchwardens

Useful Telephone Numbers
Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings................................................................................................01235 854780
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800 317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Del Delaney 1810.......................08458 505505
County Councillor Bob Johnston..........bob.johnston@oxfordshire.gov.uk..............01865 730209
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ST SWITHUN’S NEWSLETTER
Candlemass
We have all at some time walked along a ridge and seen two river valleys below us. The rain falling
on one side drains into one river and on the other side into another river. It is called a watershed.
Candlemass, which we celebrate at the start of this month, is a watershed in the Church’s year. It
marks the end of the Christmas season and the build up to Good Friday and Easter. Until now we
have been looking back to Christmas and the joy of the birth of Jesus, but now we have to look
forward to the crucifixion and Easter.
What makes Candlemass special is that it celebrates the feast of the Presentation of Christ in the
Temple. The old priest Simeon sings the Nunc dimitis, a song of retirement, where he says, “Master
now let your servant go in peace,” and then adds that Jesus is a “Light to lighten the gentiles.”
In the days before electricity and gas, light was very precious and medieval Christians used to bless
a year’s supply of candles at this time, while they were singing the Nunc dimitis. Simeon’s
prediction of the death of Jesus so soon after the joy of Christmas shows us that there is no light
without darkness and no way to eternal life except through death. The baby in the manger is the
Saviour dying on the cross. He promises for each of us that death will be a journey into the light.
Light is good. Sometimes when we are lying awake in the dark because we are unable to sleep we
long for the dawn. That old dressing gown hanging on the door looks terrifying, but in the morning
light all is different. A strange place which is threatening in the dark can become friendly in the
daylight. Light gives clarity and understanding to things which are obscure and even puzzling.
Jesus, the Light of the World, brought love to lives which were lonely, a guiding light to lives
which were pointless and hope where there was fear. His light is a symbol for justice, frightening
for all oppressors and good news for the oppressed.
Travelling in countries where English is not the native language we sometimes come across a sign,
“English spoken here”. This is not only helpful, but makes good business sense. Visitors know it is
a place where they can feel at home. Perhaps it would help if our churches had a sign on the door
“Love spoken here,” because that is what we are about. Each and every one of us has a part to play
in spreading the light of Christ and the good news that he has brought us all justice and love. Every
Christian is a publicity agent and we must all gossip the news about Jesus. We must not despair or
relax because God is also watching us, and we must not let him down. We all matter, and by our
love and humility we have a vital role in building God’s kingdom. The disciples have done their bit
and now it’s our turn to spread the light.
— Gerry Bowen Thomas
Services in February:
1st Feb

8th Feb

9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Peter Jefford
6:30 pm Compline

15th Feb

9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Tony Johnson
6:30 pm Compline

22nd Feb

9:30 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Priest: Christine Redgrave
Kennington Cancer Service led by
Father James Wilkinson

9:00 am

Parish Communion
Priest: Peter Jefford
10:30 am Family Service
6:30 pm Evensong

Children are very welcome at all of our services.
Family Service: The next Family Service is at 10:30 am on February 22nd. This is a short friendly
service aimed at children. It will be particularly good to see you if you haven't been able to come
along since the baptism of your child.
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The mid-week communion services are at 10:30am on Wednesdays. Please do come along and
join us if you can.
Tribute to Nigel Franklin
St Swithun’s Warden Nigel Franklin lost his very courageous fight against cancer on Monday 12th
January. He was a talented, dedicated and supportive Warden who used all his considerable skills
especially in management and IT to the benefit of the Church. He was a kind and generous man
whose “cheeky” sense of humour did not desert him even when he was very ill.
He will be missed by a great many but especially by Helen, his widow, and Phillipa and Ben, his
children. Personally I will miss him hugely as my fellow Warden. Nigel and his family have won
the admiration of us all by their courage and their unstinting love and support of each other
throughout his illness.
As Gerry reminded us in the Newsletter this month, we have to go through death to gain eternal life
and although it is very hard for us to really understand we know that God’s love and grace will
prevail and that Nigel has gained the reward we all seek in Heaven.
Isabel
Please pray for:
The sick: Sue Moles, Joan Caddick, Derek Copcutt, James, George and Nan Whaley, Ian, Joan
Miles, Jenny Peachy and Muriel Woodruff.
The bereaved: The family and friends of Nigel Franklin.
The residents of Kennington.
The ‘Living Faith’ initiative and the Prayer Partnership.
St Swithun’s Church as we seek to discover the way forward.
May the eyes of the Father behold us
May the hands of the Saviour uphold us
May the arms of the Spirit enfold us. Amen
The community: St Swithun’s School and nursery, the Parish Council. All health professionals
working in Kennington, including those working at the Health Centre, the Dentist and in people’s
homes. St Swithun’s Guild, the two homes in the parish, the other churches and organisations.
The World: All the areas of the world where people are suffering whether as a result of famine,
war or natural disasters. We think especially of the people of Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan and the
Middle East. Africa, especially those in Zimbabwe and Darfur. Pray for all those who work for
peace, democracy and justice.
The work of the Church in the world.
The Queen.
T.A.L.O.W. The next meeting will be on February 11th. Everybody is very welcome to join us for
one of these meetings. It is an opportunity to sit quietly for a short time, listening to the music,
prayers and meditation.
Pancake Party in conjunction with Fair Trade Fortnight in the Church Hall 20th February at
7.00pm. All welcome – details will be on the church notice board nearer the time.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to pray, meditate or simply sit and relax in
God’s presence. We keep nothing of value on the Church premises.
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Christ Church Cathedral routinely makes a charge for visiting, but this charge is waived for
residents of the Diocese. If you would like to take advantage of this concession, application forms
for free passes are available on the table at the back of the Church.
The Web Site: St Swithun’s now has a very attractive Web Site thanks to Helen and Mark
Horseman, which you can find on www.stswithunskennington.org.
— Isabel Baggott

KENNINGTON METHODIST CHURCH
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
Minister:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676

Church Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH
Tel: 01865 243216
SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY
Morning Worship will be held each Sunday at 10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday February 8th at 10.30 a.m.
The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.
The Circuit Service will be held in the Kidlington Methodist Church on
Sunday February 22nd at 6 p.m.
PREACHERS FOR FEBRUARY AT 10.30 a.m. WILL BE:
February 1st

Professor David Matthews, from Cumnor.

February 8th

The Revd. Jean King, the Minister of Rose Hill Methodist Church. This service
will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

February 15th

The Minister, the Revd. Rosemary Davies.

February 22nd

WORLD CHURCH SUNDAY. Simeon Mitchell, from Oxford.
6 p.m. The Circuit Service at Kidlington Methodist Church.

EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other
activities. The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 a.m. each Sunday morning,
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.
ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.
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THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for
new residents and visitors to the village.
OTHER DATES FOR FEBRUARY
EVERY SUNDAY

The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday
FEBRUARY 10th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Sunday
FEBRUARY 15th

The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise for Mon Choisy Elderly Persons
Home at 3 p.m. and Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 3:45 p.m.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10th from
10 a.m. onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church
Projects.
Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross, Pam Forster, and Joy
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning
out’.
The January Coffee Morning raised £149.05.
The March Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday, March 10th at 10 a.m.
We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.
CAROL SINGING – BETTER AND BETTER! Once again, for the 48th year running, the carol
singers from the Methodist Church, helped and supported by friends from all over the village,
braved the bitterly cold weather on five evenings just before Christmas, and visited almost every
house in Kennington singing carols on behalf of Action for Children (previously called NCH) and
raised a record total of
£1913.34
This was just a slight increase on the previous year. We thank everyone who helped in any way to
make this possible – singers and collectors alike. Many folk came to their doors and garden gates to
listen, and we all had a good time. We especially thank John & Thelma Marson who once again
were in charge of the whole operation. Numbers in the carol party were good, apart from the first
night, and nearly sixty people gave their support over the five evenings. As always, we enjoyed
going to The Tandem and Edith Court, and receiving liquid refreshment in Forest Side and Edith
Court. Thank you everyone. Here’s to our 49th in about 11 months’ time!
IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private
function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is NOT available for
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.
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THE KENNINGTON & DISTRICT UNITED CHURCH CHOIRS
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs are now rehearsing two works to be sung in the
Spring. They are the Mozart Requiem and the Haydn Nelson Mass to be performed in the
Holywell Music Room in Oxford on Sunday, April 26th at 3 p.m. If you really enjoy singing, a
happy atmosphere, and making new friends, then come along to the rehearsals in the Methodist
Church Hall in Upper Road at 7.45 p.m. on any Friday evening. You will be made most
welcome. There are no subscriptions and no auditions. Library copies are available. If you are
interested, have a word with Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. He will be more than happy to give
you all the information you need.

THE GOOD SHEPHERD CHURCH
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15am
11:15am
6:30pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington

ECUMENICAL STUDY & PRAYER GROUP
Following a helpful discussion at the last meeting of the group, the members decided they wished
to support one another on a monthly basis and to use our meetings to share in a mixture of Bible
study, discussion and prayer.
Initially we shall meet at the home of Beryl Warner, but we may vary the venue for our meetings
from time to time making sure people have transport to get to the meeting. The group decided to
continue holding the meetings on the 3rd Thursday of each month.
The next meeting with the new format will take place on Thursday 19 th February at 2.30 p.m and
will last an hour. The venue will be 8 St Swithun’s Road.
If you would like any more information about the group and its activities please feel free to contact
Beryl on 01865 453381. We always welcome new members!
7
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PERSONAL NOTICES
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and
bereavements. Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. Submissions to the
Editor (page 45).
Oxford Brass Players with Special Guests
Enormous gratitude goes again to Kennington’s continued support for the the New Year’s Day
concert in the Cowley Conservative Club. It was a fantastic evening, and we raised £1,045 to
support ROSY (Respite nursing for Oxfordshire’s Sick Youngsters).
— Frank Wolff
Rose Taylor Memorial Lunch
My family and I give a big thank you to everyone who attended the Rose Taylor Memorial
Lunch (page 34) at Egrove Park on 23rd December. I think we can safely say that everyone
enjoyed themselves. The lunch was cooked to perfection, and a great raffle with many prizes
wrapped up the proceedings.
Our thanks go especially to George, Carol and all the helpers, because without them it would
not have happened.
— Tony Taylor and Family
Odette Policelli
Odette Policelli sadly passed away on 12th January 2009, and I thank all of you who supported
Leo, Claire and George through this rough time. Many people came to the memorial service
on 25th January at the Village Hall. Thank You. Odette was a very special person always there
to help anyone that needed help, whether it is words or a cuddle for support. She will always
be in everyone’s thoughts. Our greatest Sympathy goes out to Leo, George and Claire.
— Graeme Young and Linda – always here for you any time

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Kennington’s service for this year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer will be held at

The Methodist Church in Upper Road
2:00 on Friday 6th March
The theme is ‘In Christ there are many members yet one body’
The service has been prepared by Christian Women of Papua New Guinea
9
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KENNINGTON HEALTH WALKS
The AGM for this walking group will take place on Monday 9th March 2009 at 11 a.m.
It will held at the Village Centre and will start after the walk — 11 a.m.
All are welcome

KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE
******* NEWS FROM KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE *******
THANK YOU… to the many patients who kindly sent us Christmas cards, and lovely (edible!)
gifts for Christmas. We very much appreciate it.
Our REFURBISHMENT continued apace. Thanks again for your patience when you visit us and
have to tolerate loud drilling, brick dust and inconvenient consulting rooms. It will all be worth it!
EXTENDED HOURS
For the months of Feb & Mar 2009 our extra opening hours will be as follows.
NB all dates by appointment only
FEBRUARY and MARCH
Mon 2nd until 8.15pm
Thu 5th until 8.15pm
Sat 14th 8.30–11.45am
Sat 21st 8.30–11.45am
Mon 23rd until 8.15pm
Thu 26th until 8.15pm
At all other times we will be open as usual 8.30am–1pm, 2pm–6.30pm
We are only OPEN FOR ROUTINE BOOKED APPOINTMENTS during our extended hours and
EMERGENCIES WILL BE DEALT WITH BY THE OUT OF HOURS SERVICE, as we do
not have the resources to deal with these at these times.
Therefore all telephone calls will be redirected to the out of hours service and if you feel you have a
problem that can not wait till the surgery is next open routinely you should contact them.
Please do not attend the surgery expecting to be seen without an appointment as you will be
redirected to the OOH service. A receptionist will be available for routine queries and to request
and collect prescriptions. PLEASE ALWAYS TELEPHONE THE HEALTH CENTRE FIRST,
AND FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN. Leaflets are available at Kennington Health
Centre.
Did you know...
You can order your repeat prescription on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager

Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net
11
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Parish Council Matters
January 2009 Meeting
The Parish Council confirmed its budget for
2009–2010 at their meeting in January
following the Finance Meeting on 8th
January. The Parish Precept, which is the
money that the Parish Council receives as its
proportion from the total Council Tax bill
collected by the Vale, would be £71,212.
This meant good news as there was no
increase in the Parish Council Tax so a Band
‘D’ property owner would pay £41.74 per
year.
The members of the Parish Council were
pleased that the upgrading of the bus shelters
had been completed a year early. This
allowed them to allocate a further £10,000 to
the fund that is being accumulated to pay for
the upgrading of the play area at Playfield
Road.
The Parish Council wants to involve young
people in the village in a number of
initiatives this year. The first special day is
during the February school holiday, on 17th
February 2009 at the Pavilion on the
Playfield Road playing field, from noon to
3 pm. The members of the Parish Council
would like to invite all young people living
in the village up to the age of 16 years old to
an afternoon of drawing and designing their
ideal play area. Please see the village notice
boards for more information nearer the day.
The Clerk had received a letter from the Vale
about two minor works schemes that they
were about to start. The first is at the Fish
Ponds on the slip road to the bypass. They
are proposing installing a post and rail fence
alongside the existing footpath with filling
behind the fence to prevent the pond from
over spilling the footpath. In addition they
will be fitting a flap valve on the highway
drain outlet into the pond. The second
project is in Kennington Road, Radley near
the Paddock. The stream which divides
Radley and Kennington has an outlet with a
trash screen which gets blocked. It is
proposed to replace it with a sloping screen
and concrete bagwork side walls to make it

safer to remove debris and reduce the risk of
the screen becoming blocked.
The Clerk has also been contacted by Keith
Hutchence from the Environment Agency
(EA). He has invited the Parish Council to a
meeting at the Guildhall in Abingdon on 22nd
January. The meeting is to get the views on
the various options to be put forward by the
EA for the major flood prevention scheme
for Oxford.
It was found that there was too much
woodchip ordered for the two play areas.
The excess has been offered to other parish
councils but if local residents would like
some for their children’s play areas they are
welcome to help themselves while it is still
available outside the garage door at Playfield
Road playing field.
Mrs Pam Johnston
Clerk to the Council
Flag Days 2009
February
6th Her Majesty’s Accession
19th Birthday of the Duke of York
March
9th Commonwealth Day
10th Birthday of HRH The Duke of York
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
FEBRUARY 2009
The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 12th February at 7:30pm.
The Parish `Office’ is on Saturday
7th February from 10 am to 12 noon.
Planning Committees are on Tuesdays
3rd and 24th February at 8.00pm.
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting
following receipt of the plan, which may be
within days of notification. Therefore,
please call the Clerk immediately if you
want to make a comment. Plans can be
viewed by arrangement with the clerk or
on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
All meetings are held in the Village Centre,
and are open to the public.
To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
17
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Can You Design the
Best Play Area for Kennington?
If you are at school and would like to help the
Parish Council with your ideas, you are invited to
come to the Pavilion at the Playfield Road
playing field on Tuesday 17th February between
12 noon and 3pm.
If you or your parents would like to know more please contact the
Parish Council Clerk, Pam Johnston on 01865 421126 or email
kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
ST SWITHUN’S GUILD
The Guild has had quite an interesting year with a variety of talks including Arctic Expedition The
Work of “Headway”. During the year, we held a Coffee Morning and a Bring & Buy for a charity.
In May, we had our Anniversary Tea Party, and in November our Christmas Lunch.
We meet in the Church Hall at 2:30 p.m. every 4th Wednesday in the month, and are open to all
women for Christian Fellowship.
— Miss G Thomas 01865 730045

KENNINGTON GOOD NEIGHBOURS
By now every household should have received the latest Village List for 2009–2011.
It has a bright blue cover
Do not confuse it with the Kennington Chronicle (it is the same size).
The List is valid for two years.
Important Omission from the Health Section:
Headway — registered charity — Tel. 01865 736319, web headwayoxford.org.uk
4 Bagley Wood Road (Good Shepherd Church), Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LY
Support for people with brain injury.
Volunteers always needed
Many thanks to the army of good people who helped with the delivery.
As can be seen, the List contains details of village activities:
Clubs, societies and lots of other information.
We hope that the booklet will be useful and informative to all.
19
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Kennington Festival Group
(formerly known as Handicapped Group)
Happy New Year everyone.
We are in our 60’s, 70’s, 80’s or 90’s, we haven’t got anyone over 100
yet, but we all enjoy coming to the meetings and having a chat and cup
of tea with those who don’t just want to sit at home by themselves.
Are you at a bit of a loose end on Monday afternoons?
Do you have difficulty getting about but would like an afternoon out? – we can arrange
transport.
Do you know anyone who might enjoy an afternoon with some friendly people? Please
tell them about us and let me know so I can visit them to explain what the meetings are
about.
Don’t say, ‘oh that’s not for me…’ come along and maybe you will surprise yourself.
We meet in Kennington Village Centre and will be there 2–4pm
February 2nd and 16th
March 2nd, 16th and 30th
Please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 for more information. Make sure you leave your
Name and Telephone number on the answer phone so I can ring you back!

Table Top Sale — 28th March 2009
for Festival Group
In the Village Centre 10am–12 noon. To book a table for £5.00 please ring Margaret
on 01865730353 or email mbiggs@easymail.rmplc.co.uk

Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you Thank you
The members of Kennington Festival Group thank the Parish Council for the £500 grant. We have
bought an Electronic bingo machine and will have used it at our recent January meeting.
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KENNINGTON LIBRARY NEWSLETTER
Dear Villager,
By now you have read all about the big event of 2009 at your library!
I sincerely hope that you have decided to come along and bring a friend, or even better friends –
this will truly be your community event.
As this is a team effort, I would like to extend my thanks to:
•
•
•

The Kennington Chronicle for the colour centre pages.
All my colleagues at the Library Services for their help and expertise.
Last but by no means least, The Friends of Kennington Library support group.

Without The Friends group, there would not be a Festival. The Friends are a small group and they
could do with more volunteers for that day. Please, next time you are at the library, pick up their
membership letter and/or a ‘help at the festival’ letter. Many thanks.
While the festival is in March, we still have our regular events for February. For details see
below.
All the staff at Kennington library are looking forward to see you.

Kennington
Library
invites you to our
‘Let’s talk about books’ mornings!

Half-term holiday week
STORYTIMES
and
CRAFT

Wednesday 4th February 2009
from 10:30 am
At 11 am ‘Alice in Africa,’
biography of a local lady
presented by her granddaughter.

Tea and coffee kindly will be provided by the
Friends of Kennington Library.

Wednesday 18th
February
10:30am to 11:30am
Kennington Library
Theme:
Favourite Stories for 3–8 years old

Dominique Henderson
Kennington Library Tel. 01865 730763
For all information, visit the website www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

WI

January Meeting
A great way to relax on a cold January evening was to sit back and listen to Mrs Barbara Gray
describing six of the weddings she had attended. The invitations had come from students who had
stayed in her home during their time studying in Oxford. Three of the wedding ceremonies had
taken place in various parts of France together with one in Switzerland, one in Spain and the sixth,
the other side of the world, in Japan. Each wedding was entirely different and her description of
each occasion kept us spell-bound.
Earlier, at the commencement of the meeting, the President welcomed everyone and reminded
members that subscriptions were due this month. Various items in the January edition of News and
Views were brought to our attention.
To coincide with the talk our competition this month was entitled, “A Photograph of you as a bride
or bridesmaid. Guess who?” We had fourteen entries and it proved quite a task to put the
photograph together with the correct name. Mrs Skinner was the lucky winner.
Mince pies kindly provided by Mrs Suckling were offered with the tea and coffee.
Our next meeting in the Village Centre on Wednesday, 11th February at 7.15pm, will include a talk
by a member of the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds entitled, “Success Stories of some
British Birds.” A bring and buy sale in aid of a Cancer charity will also take place.

TRAVEL CLUB — AMICITIA
27 June–3 July 2009
Idyllic village of Winningen on the Moselle confluence
into the Rhine. Vine branches arch above you in the
cobbled streets. Good walking area all around.
Our visit coincides with the Three-Day International
Folklore, Dance and Music Festival (27–29 June). The
four-star hotel Moselblick is situated on the riverbank of
the Moselle, just five minutes’ walk to the market square.
Boat trips available on the Moselle and the Rhine with
visits to Lorelei, Rüdesheim, Cochem and others.
Cost per person for half-board en-suite €228. Costs for
flights, airport shuttles and days out to be announced.
Image courtesy Torsten Lauterborn

Vacancies for 4 couples available.
— Details from Frank Wolff 01865 326271.
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KENNINGTON OVERSEAS AID
In January the annual selection meeting was held to choose the project for this
year’s fundraising. As always we faced a difficult decision as we considered the
three possible projects submitted this year. There was the proposal from
Africa Now to fund the provision of goats to help poor families in rural
Kenya. Then another project from a charity in India, IVDT, whom we
supported a few years ago, which is to fund a housing project in a rural
area of Orissa, a very poor area. The third proposal came from Cecily’s
Fund, which works in Zambia in the field of education, and have
pioneered a successful scheme of peer health educators who work in
schools to give teaching about AIDS/HIV.
All of these are very worthy of our support, and in the end the meeting voted for Cecily’s Fund, a
local Oxfordshire charity, for the KOA 2009 Project. Over 7,000 Zambian schoolchildren will
receive life-saving information about how to stay healthy. They will receive this teaching from their
own peer group from young people who are themselves orphaned through AIDS.
We hope to raise again a substantial sum through our programme of events, ranging from
Sponsored Knit to House-to-House collection and Cheese and Wine to sponsored Fun Run and
many more.
There will be something for everyone to enjoy and support. The people of Kennington are always
supportive and generous to those who have a much harder life than ourselves, even in these more
difficult times.
Our next meeting will be on February 5th at 8pm at 9 Bagley Wood Road when we will be finalising
the programme for 2009 and hoping to find more volunteers to help with the various events. Do
give us a ring if you would like to be involved. You will be very welcome.
Sylvia Vetta
Chairman 739071

www.koa.org.uk

Brenda Groth
Vice Chairman 739229

FRIENDS OF KENNINGTON CANCER FUND
Quiz Night

Friday 6th February, 7:30 pm, Village Centre — Teams of up to six players.
Tickets £5 per player. Includes Ploughman’s Supper. Bar available.

Hymns of Praise

Sunday 15th February, 6:30 pm, St Swithun’s Church, with grateful thanks to
St Swithun’s PCC. If you have not joined us before, do come along to an
evening of music and readings to celebrate and remember.
Everyone most welcome.

Cheese & Wine

Friday 6th March, 7:30 pm, Village Centre. Tickets £7

We look forward to meeting new Friends ‘Old and New’.
— Pearl Livett 735851
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KENNINGTON 4 FAIRTRADE (K4F)
Saturday 28th February 2009
10 am–12 noon
You are invited to the Village Hall to taste a free cup of tea or coffee and to have a chance to
look at the world of Fairtrade. This event is one of many that will be taking place all over the
country to publicise the 3000 products that are now available! We cannot guarantee that we
will have all of these on show but our local Co-op and others will be revealing their hoard!
The Fairtrade Foundation has arranged these nationwide events under the umbrella of ‘Fairtrade
Fortnight’, a two-week period from 23rd February until 3rd March, in which these types of events
will be taking place!
With your support Kennington could become a Fairtrade Village before the end of 2009!
In so doing we would be joining London, Abingdon, Faringdon and many, many other places.
Contact Robin Mason on 321044 or Brenda Groth on739229 for further information.
For further details go on-line to www.fairtrade.org.uk

KENNINGTON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY
Newsletter: February 2009
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Forthcoming Events
Wednesday 18 February 2009: Village Centre at 7.30pm. Social Evening.
Members only wine and cheese social evening, with quiz, social chit chat and slide show of north
Wales gardens taken on the trip there last year. Admission free.
Wednesday 18 March 2009: Village Centre at 7.30pm. ‘Alpines Inside and out’
A presentation by Sue Bedwell who will probably come along with plants to sell following her talk.
Admission £2.00.
At the time of going to press, the programme commencing April 2009 is being finalised. We hope
to have the programme ready by the March Chronicle with distribution in March. If you are not a
member of the society and wish to join, you can register your interest with the treasurer on 730961
or email brian.peedell@ntlworld.com. Also, please let us know if you have changed your address.
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ROSE TAYLOR MEMORIAL CHRISTMAS LUNCH
The Rose Taylor Memorial Lunch was a happy and enjoyable occasion, with colourful balloons
peppering the decorated dinning room at Egrove Farm and the extremely tasty traditional meal
tickling everyone’s palate. A really good time was had by all!
Carole and I say a big ‘thank you’ to all those, particularly Tony Taylor, Gina Singleton, Mary
Bakewell, Pearl Livett, Alex Glass and Tony Miles, who helped to make this season’s event such an
outstanding success. As a result of the diners and others tremendous support for the monster raffle
(ticket sales £400), donations, and the exceptional generosity of the Saïd Business School in
providing our excellent Christmas meal at a very much subsidised price; we are pleased to report
that a record sum of £1,300 was raised for the two nominated local charities. This has now been
divided equally between Sir Michael Sobell House and Helen & Douglas House.
The event was once again a fitting tribute to
that very special lady, and Tony has written
to say ‘thank you’ on behalf of the family for
another splendid day, adding he is sure Rose
would have been proud of the continuing
success of the lunch.
We cannot definitely confirm that there will
be a Memorial Lunch at Egrove Park next
Christmas, although the initial signs are very
promising. If it does prove possible, an
announcement will appear in the Chronicle
in the Autumn giving details of the date,
ticket cost and other details.
Thank you all for your support,
George & Carole Ross

The people who helped make the lunch a success
(left-to-right) Mary Bakewell, Pearl Livett, Carole Ross, George
Ross, Lee Singleton, Gina Singleton, Connor, Tony Taylor

KENNINGTON CRICKET CLUB
welcomes new members for both the senior sides
and the junior teams (Under 10 to Under 17)
Winter nets for men and juniors 14 and over at
Magdalen College School Sports Centre
every Thursday 9 – 10 pm.
Just come along on the day or email
normrobins@yahoo.com for more information.
Junior indoor training (aged 13 and below)
at Peers Sports Centre on Sunday evenings.
Contact Brian Sutton for times and further
information about youth cricket
(brian.sutton@kcl.ac.uk or 01865 739936)
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KENNINGTON HISTORY SOCIETY
As we go to press, History Society’s members are eagerly looking forward to their January meeting
when the Speakers’ Programme for the New Year will be announced and popular local speaker,
Martin Way, will give his illustrated talk ‘Roses and Castles’ about the English Canals, their
engineering, achievements and failures – subtitled ‘Life on the Cut’.
‘this month’
The February event is the History Society’s Annual General Meeting, which will be held on
Monday 16th February 2009 starting at 7:45pm to be followed directly by a Members’ Evening,
which provides the opportunity for any member to make a short presentation on a subject of their
choice of an historic flavour.
‘next month’
The Society’s meeting next month, to be held on Monday 16th March 2009 at 7:45pm in the
Methodist Church, sounds rather special as an archivist from the Oxfordshire Records Office,
Linda Haynes, will give an illustrated talk about the ‘Shipton-on-Cherwell Railway Disaster –
Christmas Eve 1874’.
An early date for your diaries is 20th April 2009 when we will have an illustrated talk entitled
‘Glimmer in the Dark: A Celebration of Anglo-Saxton Art & Craftsmanship’.
History Society talks are Free to Members with Visitors Welcome at a cost of £2.50.
George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society

CHRONICLE CONFOUNDS

L

ook at the diagram. Can you work out how much further is it from point A to point B than it
is from point B to point C?

A

C

B
Answer in next month’s Chronicle.
Answer to last month: Nothing. The hole doesn’t contain any earth! (If you want to know last
month’s question, find it in our On-line Archives from www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.)
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GIRLGUIDING KENNINGTON
Table Top Sale Saturday 7th February 2009, 10 am–12 noon
Just to remind you about our Table Top Sale with Cake Sale, Raffle and Refreshments. If you
would like a table at £5 it is not too late to book from Margaret on 01865 730353 or Liz on 01865
730053.

EXTRAS
You can go on-line to find extra articles too large or too late for the Kennington Chronicle.
Go to www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk and select On-line Extras.
You can also find archives of the Chronicle (larger size and in colour) from July 2008.
New since last month: Didcot South & Vale Carers Centre, Community Safety Newsletter,
Oxfordshire Museum, Oxfordshire Rural Community Council.

NEW EXPLORER SCOUT UNIT
Quiz Nights
Cooking Competitions
Bowling
Weekend Camps
If you’re 14–18, come along on Tuesday nights, 7:45–9:30 p.m. and join in the fun!
40th Oxford Hall, Otters Reach, Kennington
For more information, email Rebecca Lord or Kate Wilson, buzzexplorers@live.co.uk

KENNINGTON HISTORY SOCIETY
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
to be held on
MONDAY 16th FEBRUARY 2009
at
7:45 pm
in
KENNINGTON METHODIST CHURCH, UPPER ROAD
Jean Holt, Secretary
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VILLAGE DIARY — FEBRUARY & MARCH 2009
Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mondays
Thursdays
Tuesdays
Thursdays
Fridays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles)

Health Centre Car Park

10–11 am

Toddlers

Village Centre

9:30–11:30 am

Children’s dance classes

Village Centre

2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

8 pm
12:45–1 pm
2–4 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
10 am–12 noon
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm for 8
3 pm
3:45 pm
7:45 pm
7:30 pm
8 pm

Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall

2:15 pm
2:00 pm
7:30 pm
10am–12 noon
10 am

Village Centre

7:15 pm

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

7:30 pm
7:45 pm
8 pm
10:30am–12noon
7:30 pm
10am–12 noon

February 2009
Tue
Wed
Thu
Fri

3
4
5
6

Parish Council: Planning
Kennington Link WI 40th Founders Day Party
Whist Drive
Kennington Cancer Fund — Quiz Night
Pam’s Office
Girl Guides Table Top Sale
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: RSPB “Success Stories with Birds”
Parish Council Meeting
Ceilidh at Kennington “The Watch” £9 per person

Sat

7

Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat

10
11
12
14

Sun

15 Service

Mon 16 Kennington History Society
Wed 18 Horticultural Society: Social Evening
Tue 24 Parish Council: Planning
March 2009
Wed
Fri
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Mon
Tue
Wed
Wed
Sat

4 Kennington Link WI: Annual Meeting
Women’s World Day of Prayer
6
Kennington Cancer Fund: Cheese & Wine Evening
7 Pam’s Office
10 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI Annual Meeting
11
‘History of Costume Jewellery’
12 Parish Council Meeting
16 Kennington History Society
17 Parish Council Planning Meeting
18 Kennington Link WI Coffee Morning
25
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
28 Kennington Festival Group: Table Top Sale

Chronicle Contributions
Do you have an organisation or event based in Kennington? The Kennington Chronicle is a great
way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article and maybe even a picture!
It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.
Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting Kennington-related news
articles to the Editor!
Queries and submissions to Paddy Landau, The Editor, 29 Colley Wood, OX1 5NF,
Chronicle@Landau.ws. Advertisements to Mark Horseman, 9 Manor Grove, OX1 5QY

When submitting articles to the Chronicle, please “Remember to Provide a Contact
Phone or Email” in case of problems!
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