The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Vicar
The Rev Terence Smith has now retired and until a new vicar is appointed please contact
either Isabel or Nigel the churchwardens.

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc.
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC

01865 739751
01865 739342

Churchwarden
Isabel Baggott

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH

01865 730950

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH

01865 730950

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett

01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday
4th Sunday Family Service
Choir
Mondays
St Swithun’s Guild
Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent
4th Wednesday in the month
Day School (Voluntary Controlled — Ages 3–11)
Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent
Sunday School

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:30 pm
2:30 pm
01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
4th & 5th Sunday
Wednesday

Parish Communion
Family Service & Baptisms
Holy Communion
Evening Service
Holy Communion

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage

9:30 am
10:30 am
9:00 am
6:30 pm
10:30 am
By arrangement with the Churchwardens

Useful Telephone Numbers
Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings................................................................................................01235 854780
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800 317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Del Delaney 1810.......................08458 505505
County Councillor Bob Johnston..........bob.johnston@oxfordshire.gov.uk..............01865 730209
2

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Contents
The Parish Church of St Swithun.................................................................................2
Useful Telephone Numbers..........................................................................................2
Church Articles........................................................................................................3–8
Advertisements........................................................................9–10, 22, 27-45, 47– 48
Parish Council Special.......................................................................................23–26
General Articles....................................................................................................11–21
On-line Extras and Archives......................................................................................17
Contact and Submissions...........................................................................................45
Village Diary..............................................................................................................46

St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
We’ve stuffed ourselves with pancakes on Shrove Tuesday and burned our Palm Crosses on Ash
Wednesday. The forty days of Lent have started, leading up to Holy Week. Why forty days? This
was the time that Jesus fasted in the wilderness after he was baptised and before he began his
ministry. It has long been a time for fasting for Christians, but not many people fast today. Jesus did
not command us to eat less, but that we need more self control of learning to go without. By giving
up little things we can learn to resist the really big temptations, so we could look at this as a time
for self control and self discipline, but take care not to confuse it with self righteousness. We may
still be tempted, but there is nothing wrong in being tempted. It is the price of being human. The
first step in resisting temptation is to recognise that there is a problem, and then to want to do
something about it, and now could well be the time to start. An attempt to live in the genuine loving
way that Jesus requires may seem to go on a long time and for some may feel like a marathon, with
no gold cups or Flora medals at the end of it. The prize is the call of God when he says, “Well done
good and faithful servant.” Surely this will make the struggle worthwhile?
On March 22nd we celebrate Mother’s Day, sometimes called Mid-Lent or Refreshment Sunday. In
the UK this is on the fourth Sunday in Lent, but in the USA, Canada and Australia it is in May.
Where does it come from? Perhaps the name comes from the custom of visiting the “mother
church” usually a cathedral, or maybe it is Mid-Lent Sunday, a time for relaxation from the long
Lenten fast. The preferred explanation comes from the time when apprentices and servants were
given a day off to visit their homes, and as they walked they picked flowers from the hedgerows to
give to their mothers. It was a way of saying “Thank you for all you have done for me.” It is now a
‘Hallmark’ holiday that churches ignore at their peril. If we ignore it then some say we offend
family values, but if we do celebrate it, then it may give pain to those who have lost or do not have
children and feel left out.
St Paul said, “Children it is your duty to obey your parents,” and to the parents he said, “Parents do
not treat your children in such a way to make them angry.” So there is a duty on both sides. But
surely if we love each other it does not feel like a duty, but a pleasure, and when we find out how
much our mother loves us, nothing is too much for us to do for her.
There we have it. When you give your mother a card or a posy of flowers you may also find out
how much Jesus loves you, and then nothing is too much to do for him either. At the end of the film
Alfie when the credits roll, there is a song, “What’s it all about Alfie?” Lent is a self examination
time when we can ask the same question, what are our lives about?
— Gerry Bowen Thomas
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Services in March:
1st Mar

9:30 am

Parish Communion
Priest: Tony Johnson
6:30 pm Compline

22nd Mar

Parish Communion
Priest: Tony Johnson
10:30 am Family Service (details on previous page)
6:30 pm Evensong

8th Mar

9:30 am

29th Mar

9:00 am

15th Mar

Parish Communion
Priest: David Owen
6:30 pm Compline

9:00 am

6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Priest: Donald Reece
Compline

9:30 am

Parish Communion
Priest: Teresa Morgan
6:30 pm Compline

Children are very welcome at all of our services.
Mother’s Day Service – Come and see your bookmarks: 10:30 am on 22nd March. This
is a short friendly service (about ½ hour) of songs, prayers and a short talk, all orientated
around young children. The children at St Swithun’s School are making some
bookmarks for our bibles and these will be on display this Sunday before we put
them in the bibles. As it is Mother’s Day we will be handing out small posies for the
children to give their Mums. It will be particularly good to see you if you haven't been
able to come along since the baptism of your child.
The mid-week communion services are at 10:30am on Wednesdays. Please do come
along and join us if you can.
Look at the website for up-to-date details: www.stswithunskennington.org
Lent Courses — In conjunction with the Churches together in Kennington. The 6 week study is
called, ‘What the Bible says about Changing the World.’ Each week we look at a range of issues
starting with ‘Fighting Injustice’ followed by ‘Living Compassionately,’ ‘Giving Graciously,’
‘Seizing Every Opportunity,’ ‘Working together,’ and ‘Walking in Hope.’ We will look at a short
Bible reading on the subject for the week and then there will be time for discussion about how we
respond to these challenging ideas in our lives today. The Studies will run Tuesdays 8–9 pm at St
Swithun’s starting 24th February, and Thursdays 8–9 pm at the Good Shepherd starting 26th
February. All are very welcome to either of these meetings.
Please pray for:
The sick: Sue Moles, Joan Caddick, Derek Copcutt, James, George and Nan Whaley, Joan Miles,
Jenny Peachy, Ken Smith and Peter Hooper.
The residents of Kennington.
The ‘Living Faith’ initiative and the Prayer Partnership.
St Swithun’s Church as we seek to discover the way forward.
May the eyes of the Father behold us
May the hands of the Saviour uphold us
May the arms of the Spirit enfold us. Amen
Radley Church as the church community enjoy services back in the renovated church following
the extensive work to get rid of the death watch beetle.
The community: St Swithun’s School and Nursery, the Parish Council. All health professionals
working in Kennington, including those working at the Health Centre, the Dentist and in people’s
homes. St Swithun’s Guild, the two homes in the parish, the other churches and organisations.
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The World: All the areas of the world where people are suffering whether as a result of famine,
war or natural disasters. We think especially of the people of, Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan and the
Middle East. Africa, especially those in Zimbabwe and Darfur. Pray for all those who work for
peace, democracy and justice.
The work of the Church in the world.
The Queen.
T.A.L.O.W. The next meeting will be on 11th March. Everybody is very welcome to join us
for one of these meetings. It is an opportunity to sit quietly for a short time, listening to the
music, prayers and meditation.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to pray, meditate or simply sit and
relax in God’s presence. We keep nothing of value on the Church premises.
Christ Church Cathedral routinely makes a charge for visiting, but this charge is waived for
residents of the Diocese. If you would like to take advantage of this concession, application forms
for free passes are available on the table at the back of the Church.
— Isabel Baggott

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15am
11:15am
6:30pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs are now rehearsing two works to be sung next
month. They are the Mozart Requiem and the Haydn Nelson Mass to be performed in the
Holywell Music Room in Oxford on Sunday, April 26th at 3 p.m. If you really enjoy singing, a
happy atmosphere, and making new friends, then come along to the rehearsals in the Methodist
Church Hall in Upper Road at 7.45 p.m. on any Friday evening. You will be made most
welcome. There are no subscriptions and no auditions. Library copies are available. If you are
interested, have a word with Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. He will be more than happy to give
you all the information you need.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
Minister:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford, OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676

Church Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford, OX1 2DH

Telephone:
01865 243216

SERVICES FOR MARCH
Morning Worship will be held each Sunday at 10.30 a.m.
Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday March 8th at 10.30 a.m.
The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.
PREACHERS FOR MARCH AT 10.30 a.m. WILL BE:
March 1st
Michael Trinder, from Kidlington.
th
March 8
The Minister, the Revd. Rosemary Davies. This service will include the
Sacrament of Holy Communion.
March 15th
The Revd. Robert Whorton, Chaplain of Sir Michael Sobell House.
nd
March 22
MOTHERING SUNDAY. Graham Kirby, from Kidlington.
th
March 29
The Revd. Dr. Martin Wellings, Superintendent Minister of the
Oxford Methodist Circuit.
EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other
activities. The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 a.m. each Sunday morning,
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.
ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for
new residents and visitors to the village.
WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER. Kennington’s service for this year’s Women’s World
Day of Prayer will be held in our own Methodist Church on Friday, 6th March at 2 p.m. The
theme is “In Christ there are many members, yet one body”. This service has been prepared by
the Christian women of Papua New Guinea. Everyone is most cordially invited to come along –
including the men!
OTHER DATES FOR MARCH
EVERY SUNDAY

The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday
MARCH 10th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Sunday
MARCH 15th

The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise for Mon Choisy Elderly Persons
Home at 3 p.m. and Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 3:45 p.m.
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COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY, MARCH 10th from 10 a.m.
onwards. This will be an “Easter Special” and there will be many bargains. All the proceeds will
go towards Church Projects.
Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross, Pam Forster, and Joy
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning
out’.
The February Coffee Morning raised £33.60. It was a very icy morning!
The April Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday, April 14th at 10 a.m.
We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.
IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private
function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is NOT available for
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

Churches Together in Kennington
Churches Together in Kennington is made up of Churches from three main
Christian traditions represented in our village – namely St Swithun’s
Parish Church (Anglican), Kennington Methodist Church, and The
Good Shepherd Church (Roman Catholic).
The three congregations work well together and support one another at
various events and services held in Kennington. At a recent Liaison
Committee, representatives from each of the three congregations decided to have
a page of news in the monthly Chronicle giving details of forthcoming events and providing a
‘Christian comment ‘. It was decided that each Church would take it turn to provide a person to
write the page for the Chronicle. So, here is the first Churches Together in Kennington (CTK) page.
The contributor this month is Rosemary Davies, the Methodist Minister who has now been in post 6
months. Doesn’t time fly!
CHRISTIAN COMMENT
Recently I received a card that had been pushed through my letterbox. I didn’t recognise the writing
on the outside of the envelope so I was intrigued to find out who had written to me. When I opened
the card contained inside the envelope, there was no signature on the card either, so I was none the
wiser. The message contained in the card expressed appreciation for a kindness I had shown. They
were words of love and encouragement which came out of the blue and cheered my soul no end.
I have a quotation above my desk in the study which reads ‘We all need to be thought the world of.’
How we all need words of love and encouragement in our lives. In my mind, not enough people are
thought the world of, so we end up with a world where people are criticised and undervalued for
who they are.
In the Bible we are reminded that God thinks the world of everybody and values us all for who we
are. At a particular moment in history, God proved His love by sending His Son, Jesus into the
world so that we might experience His sacrificial love for ourselves for all time – not soft and
sentimental love but love that looses the shackles of sinfulness and promises a better way.
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During this month, Christians observe the season of Lent, a period of 40 days from Ash Wednesday
through to Easter, when we follow Jesus’ journey of faith from the subtle temptations of the Devil
in the wilderness through to his death upon the cross outside the city wall and his victorious
resurrection from death.
In that journey we see God’s love tested in the face of opposition and violence, but as the apostle
Paul wrote – ‘Love never gives up; and its faith, hope and patience never fail.’ (1 Corinthians 13:7
Good News translation).
God’s love is always positive; it constantly affirms and seeks to build community. When we’re
feeling undervalued, emotionally or verbally abused, or don’t count ourselves worthy of anyone’s
love, then God’s love can reach out to us and set us on our feet again. What a truly amazing
promise that is in these days of unemployment and uncertainty for many people.
God’s love often reaches us through the love of others but that same love of God demands the best
from us; that love of God calls us to listen to one another and respect one another’s views; that love
of God challenges us to value and cherish each other and to build up His kingdom amongst us.
Perhaps this Lenten season provides an opportunity for all of us to commit ourselves to that vision
of God’s love for ourselves, our community of Kennington and the wider world, for God’s love
changes everything because it changes people first.
Prayer
Merciful God, we rejoice that you entered the world in Jesus Christ. We rejoice that looking to
Christ, we see you, and so we know you as love: not soft and sentimental love but love that looses
the shackles of sinfulness and promises a better way. Forgive us when we fail to value each
person’s presence amongst us as a gift from you. Forgive us and teach us how to build each other
up in the truth of the gospel and the fellowship of faith, for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.
Exploring the Christian faith
In this Lenten season there is a number of opportunities for people to explore the Christian faith, to
ask questions and share in discussion with others. All the groups are open and anyone is welcome
to come. If you need more information, then please contact the appropriate person for each group.
‘What does the Bible say about changing the world?’ — a study series to be held at two
different venues and at two different times of the week as follows:
6 Tuesday evenings from 8–9 pm at St Swithun’s Church, beginning
Tuesday 24th February. Contact: Roy King, Tel. 01865 735864
6 Thursday evenings from 8–9 pm at Good Shepherd Church, beginning
Thursday 26th February. Contact: Andrew Dunsdon, Tel. 01865 453899
‘The Way of the Cross’ — a monthly time of Bible study, discussion and prayer on Thursday
afternoons at 2:30 pm at 8 St Swithun’s Road.
During Lent and after Easter we shall be looking at what it means to follow the ‘Way of the Cross’
in our own lives by studying the following passages :
Luke 22:7-20

the ‘Way of Suffering’

Thursday 19th March

Matthew 26:36-46

the ‘Way of Surrender’

Thursday 16th April

John 21:12 -19

the ‘Way of Commitment’

Thursday 21st May

Contact: Rosemary Davies, Tel. 01865 763676
Please note that any of the study sessions over Lent stand independently so don’t worry if you miss
one – it’s still worth going to the rest!
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Girlguiding Kennington
A big Thank You to all those who braved the ice and snow to visit our recent Table Top Sale. The
event resulted in a profit and we hope to be back next year.

Kennington Memorial Field — Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 11th March at 8pm
The Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington
(next to Edith Court) — Please note change of venue
Members of the public are invited to hear about what has been going on in Kennington Memorial
Field over the past year. Come and join us at our AGM in the Methodist Church Hall.
After the AGM, the Director of Oxford Preservation Trust, Debbie Dance, will give an illustrated
talk entitled ‘Kennington and the contribution of the Oxford Preservation Trust’.
The Trust owns land in and around Kennington that is open to the public, including Kennington
Memorial Field. This talk should be of interest to everyone in the village who enjoys the benefits of
unspoiled countryside. Following the talk there will be light refreshments. All are welcome.

Kennington Overseas Aid
An advance notice for this year’s Sponsored Knit.
It will be on Saturday, 2nd May, and as usual will be held in the lounge of Edith Court from 2–4pm.
Any D.K. wool no longer needed would be most welcome. It can be left at the address below or can
be collected.
Welcome, also, to all knitters. This is a happy social gathering. The knitting is very straightforward,
and the end product is a colourful blanket which is given to needy people. The money raised goes
to this year's K.O.A. project.
This is for Cecily’s Fund— an Oxfordshire-based charity. They have pioneered a successful scheme
of peer health educators. These young people work in Zambian schools teaching about AIDS and
HIV. Full details of the project were in February’s Chronicle.
Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road. Tel. 01865 735634

The Rose Taylor Memorial Christmas Lunch
Just to complete the story, two letters have now been received from the two nominated charities.
The Sobell House Hospice Charity in registering very grateful thanks says that 30% of its running
costs (including salaries and Sobell’s catering service) are funded by such generous donations.
Helen & Douglas House in its thank you letter says that the Rose Taylor donation will cover the
cost of one of its care team workers providing one-to-one care for a child or young adult for 13
days, or the cost of 26 spa of music therapy sessions.
Incidentally if you attended the Christmas Lunch and have internet access, you may be able to find
yourself and your friends in the gallery of photographs kindly taken by Roger Gelder. They are now
posted on the village website at www.Kennington.org.
George & Carole Ross
11

Kennington Library Newsletter
Dear Villagers,
March is traditionally the month of World Book Day.
March 2009 Celebration will be at your Library.
Three years ago I took over the running of your village library, I discovered that this library had a small
but helpful support group called The Friends of Kennington Library. Thanks to them, the great location,
facilities of Kennington Village Centre, and a huge amount of help from my colleagues at OCC Library
Services, six months ago Kennington Library was chosen as the main host to celebrate this event with a One
Day Festival (see front cover).
All the details were in the February chronicle. If you have missed them, please visit the library or the
Kennington Chronicle website [or the archives on our website — Ed.].
There was a small typo published last month; the poetry workshop for teenagers and the performance
by Alan Buckley will start at 2 pm but will finish at 4 pm and not 4.30 pm.
I also have more details about the reference on-line teenager & adult quiz: it will launch on the day and
run for two weeks, last day Saturday 21st.
Thanks to Oxford University Press there will be a small prize for every entry and three correct entries
will win one of the following prizes:
Oxford Dictionary of Nicknames
Oxford Dictionary of Rhyming Slang
Oxford Dictionary of Humorous Quotations
This quiz was compiled by one of our top information librarians from Oxford Westgate Library. It will
be fun and challenging, truly one not to miss if you are a quiz fan.
The younger quiz fan will also have fun with quizzes organised by the Children’s librarian.
Finally let me remind you that The Festival is Free; you do not need a library card to join the
festivities, but why not take one on the day. All you need is a proof of name and address, and it too is free.
Now all we need is you and as many of your friends as possible to have a very successful day.
The first Wednesday of this month, we will not be holding our usual “Let’s talk about books” coffee
morning, but we still will have our third Wednesday of the month children’s activity. For details see
Rhymetimes (below) or log on to the library website and check the events calendar.
A larger print (A4) of this letter, and of all the Kennington Chronicle, is available at the library.
— Dominique Henderson

Rhymetimes
Rhymetimes
Kennington Library
Wednesday 18th March, 10:30 – 11:00 am
This time, the theme is “Children’s Favourites” in English…
and French!
We welcome all families with young children to join us and sing along with Isobel
Brise from the Jack and Jill Club and the Librarian.
Come and have a lot of fun! Once a month only!
Do not miss it
Kennington Village Centre. Telephone 01865 730 763
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Kennington Festival Group
Formerly known as Handicapped Group
Are you at a bit of a loose end on Monday afternoons?
Do you have difficulty getting about but would like an afternoon out? – We can
arrange transport.
Do you know anyone who might enjoy an afternoon meeting some friendly people?
Please tell them about us and let me know so that I can visit them to explain what
the meetings are about.
Don’t say, ‘Oh, that’s not for me’ – Come along and maybe you will surprise yourself!
We are in 60’s, 70’s, 80’s or 90’s, we haven’t got anyone over 100 yet, but we all enjoy coming
to the meetings and having a chat, cup of tea and game of Bingo with those who don’t just
want to sit at home by themselves.
We meet in Kennington Village Centre and will be there 2–4pm on
March 2nd, 16th, and 30th, April 13th (yes even Easter Monday) and 27th
Please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 for more information. Make sure you leave your Name
and Telephone number on the answer phone so I can ring you back!

Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F)
Who benefits when we buy Fairtrade goods?
1. Citrus Fruit Production in South Africa
Well, one group that benefits is this group. In a recent film, shown on the Fairtrade website,
members of this collective spoke about how Fairtrade was continuing to improve their individual
and community lives. Communities, instead of feeling exploited, were being empowered and freed
and were able to build a sustainable future. The attitude of the workers was improving and they
wanted to produce a quality product, as the success of their fruits directly affected their lives and
the lives of their families and the wider community.
2. Dried Apricots. Mountain Fruits in Pakistan
This group, highlighted on the Fairtrade Website, was interviewed by the patron of the Fairtrade
Foundation, the newscaster Sir George Alagiah. Sher Ghazi, CEO of Mountain Fruits in Pakistan,
said that Fairtrade premiums gave a boost to collective market activity and to the lives of the
producers. He said that before, agents would come to villages and barter with the women of the
villages and pay the lowest possible. Now, the Fairtrade Premium, received from the UK,
guarantees the villagers a wage with which they can build their lives.
Contact Robin Mason on 321044 or Brenda Groth on739229 for further information.
For further details go on-line to www.fairtrade.org.uk
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Kennington Health Walks
The AGM for this walking group will take place on Monday 9th March 2009 at 11 a.m.
It will be held at the Village Centre and will start after the walk — 11 a.m.
All are welcome

KOA: News of Previous Projects
2007 – Friends of Bonou project in Benin, West Africa
In November 2007 a cheque for £21,605 was presented to
the committee of Friends of Bonou. This money, raised by
the generosity of the people of Kennington, was used to
build a library for the secondary school in Dangbo, where
there are 2600 students. Previously they had a cupboard with
a few battered books. Here is the completed library building,
which will make such an important contribution to the
education of these students. Next month will be the official
opening of the library and there will be a plaque
commemorating the joint venture of FOB and KOA.
2006 – Thembisa Trust project in Bonginkosi in KwaZulu Natal in South Africa
The project was to build a pre-school centre where the young
children of this poor community would not only enjoy preschool activities and learning but
where they would also receive two
daily meals, so important for these
very poor families. The centre is
nearing completion. It has taken a
little longer to finish but has now
extra facilities for the whole
community, funded by additional donors. A plaque is also proposed to
acknowledge the partnership of KOA and the Thembisa Trust. For
more information, see http://bonginkosi.wordpress.com/
KOA is enormously grateful for all the support given by the people of Kennington to raise money
to help those in greater need. Both these projects contribute to young people’s education, the key to
their futures. Both charities were put forward by residents of Kennington. When the proposed
plaques are in place there will be a little bit of Kennington in Africa.

KOA2009: This Year’s Programme
This year’s programme is now completed and we hope there will be something for all of you to
enjoy. It will be distributed to you at the end of April, but in the meantime you can find it on our
website at www.koa.org.uk.
Meanwhile some dates for your diaries:
Sat March 21st
Sun April 19th
April 26th – May 3rd
Sylvia Vetta 739071
Chairman
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Cabaret and Cardomoms
KOA Service at St Swithun’s
House-to-house collection
Brenda Groth 739229
Vice Chairman
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

February Snow
Something that we
don’t get a lot of in
this area is good
playful snow.
February had some
lovely snow, with
schools being closed
for two days. Terry
Penn of Beaumont
Court sent us these
pictures of
Kennington in snow
taken Thursday 5th.

Chronicle Confounds

C

ount up: One, two, three, four, … How far will you have to go until you get a number with
the letter ‘a’ in it? Clue: The answer is different for the UK and the US. Can you get both
answers?

Answer in next month’s Chronicle.
Answer to last month: Answer to last month [February]: A–B is
the same length as B–C. You’ll see if you draw the lines and
hide the original lines. The original lines just fool the eye. (If
you want to know last month’s question, find it in our On-line
Archives from www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.)

A

C

B
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Parish Council Matters
February 2009 Meeting
Cllr. Charlett and the Clerk attended an
informal briefing with the Environment Agency
about the Oxford Flood Strategy. Initial
concepts for a solution to reduce flooding in
Oxford were planned to be published in March.
The plans would include a proposal for an extra
water channel parallel with the Hinksey and
Seacourt stream and flowing to the Thames
through the water meadows at Kennington.
They believed this would allow extra capacity
at the start of a flood and prevent west Oxford
from flooding. It would be a very expensive
option and it was being put forward for
approval for central government funding in the
next few years. Once funding was secured then
a detailed design would be worked up for
public consultation.
On the evening of 9th February, a large volume
of water caused by the snow melt and the heavy
rainfall started coming out of the blocked
culvert under the house in Upper Road. It
flooded four properties in the village and
caused major problems in Kennington Road
with water on the road and sewage overflow
issues at the north of the village. The Fire
Brigade responded well to the emergency
overnight. However water continued to be
pumped out of the gardens a number of days
later. It was agreed to write to Thames Water
and express concern that this event had
happened again. It was felt that the work that
had been done in Bagley Wood to clear access
to the storm water pipes near Bagley Close
might have made matters worse.
The Clerk had reported a number of potholes to
Oxfordshire Highways in Bagley Close, Bagley
Wood Road, Meadow View Road, Manor
Grove, St Swithun’s Road and Kennington
Road The condition of the roads had
deteriorated because of the winter weather. It
was agreed because of the increase in the
number of potholes to reinstate an old practice
of having a book so that members could record
the problems at each meeting and the Clerk
would have a record that she could use to
monitor the speed of repairs.
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It was agreed to support South Hinksey Parish
Council’s request to have a 40mph speed limit
along the whole of the stretch of Foxcombe
Road from the top of Hinksey Hill to Boars
Hill.
The members of the Parish Council would be
supporting the Kennington4Fairtrade event on
Saturday 28th February. They would be taking
part in the world record for banana eating
during the Fairtrade Fortnight.
As fewer people were attending the Saturday
office it was decided to open for one hour each
month from 10am to 11am.
Flag Days 2009
March
9th Commonwealth Day
10th Birthday of the Earl of Wessex
April
21st Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen
23rd St George’s Day
25th Anzac Day
Mrs Pam Johnston
Clerk to the Council
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
MARCH 2009
The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 12th March at 7:30pm.
The Parish `Office’ is on
Saturday 7th March from 10 am to 11 am
(Please note the new time)
The next Planning Committee is on
Tuesday 17th March at 8.00pm.
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan, which may be within days
of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk
immediately if you want to make a comment.
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
All meetings are held in the Village Centre,
and are open to the public.
To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Link WI
January Meeting
“Cycle Cuba – We did it for Denman”, by Liz Eaton. This was the first talk of
2009 and was accompanied by outstanding slides and given by a very entertaining
speaker. The 34 cyclists who took part were aged 29–69, and came from all over the country,
including the Channel Islands.
Following the cyclists’ route, members enjoyed enlightening scenes of the Cuban countryside,
mountains with their very stony roads, and cigar making in Havana. Although some hotels were
very basic and food was classed as “fair to middling”, the group all appeared to enjoy themselves.
Sadly, a serious time occurred when one cyclist was taken to hospital with dehydration, and another
when four members of the group were mugged. The cyclists travelled about 400 kilometres in five
days and raised £90,000 pounds for Denman.
At the end of this absorbing talk many questions were raised before a vote of thanks was given by
Mrs Barbara Bayliss.
February Meeting
As we celebrated our 40th Anniversary this month the President was pleased to welcome two
special guests, Mrs Pauline Goddard the Federation Chairman, and Mrs Maureen Palma, the
President of the Evening Institute. An appetizing lunch awaited us of mushroom soup followed by a
sumptuous buffet of ham & turkey and many different salads, with coffee and chocolates to
complete the meal. The ladies of the Kennington Cancer Fund who provided the buffet and looked
after us so well were later presented with small gifts in appreciation of their hard work.
After lunch several past members of ‘The Link’ joined us for the afternoon entertainment, and it
was very pleasing to have these ladies with us once more. Everyone enjoyed hearing the Steventon
Singers as they performed a wide selection of toe-tapping songs from the shows, humorous
readings and monologues. We were delighted to be entertained again by this cheerful group and a
sincere vote of thanks was given by Mrs Joan Bowen Thomas.
Business matters were kept to a minimum but members were reminded of the forthcoming Council
Meeting in the Town Hall, and calendar orders to be taken next month. It was then time for a cup of
tea and a slice of birthday cake, made and beautifully iced by Valerie Bale.
Thanks were given to the committee and all who had contributed to such a lovely afternoon before
we finished with Mollie Clarke leading everyone in the tradition singing of Auld Lang Syne.
The next meeting will be THE ANNUAL MEETING (with informal entertainment) on
MARCH 4th.

On-line Extras and Archives
You can go on-line to find extra articles too large or too late for the Kennington Chronicle.
Go to www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk and select On-line Extras.
You can also find archives of the Chronicle (larger size and in colour) from July 2008.
New since last month: Sweaty Palms (Parent Partnership), Oxfordshire Museum
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Women’s World Day of Prayer
Kennington’s service for this year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer will be held at

The Methodist Church in Upper Road
2:00 on Friday 6th March
The theme is ‘In Christ there are many members yet one body’
The service has been prepared by Christian Women of Papua New Guinea

Kennington Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
(40th Oxford Scout Group)
We are urgently looking for another assistant leader
for the Endeavour Cub pack, which meets on
Thursdays in the Scout Hut from 6:30pm to 8:00pm.
However any level of involvement is welcome from
occasional helper to leader. There are also openings in
other sections on other nights as well as on the executive
committee! Training and uniform will be provided where
needed.

VILLAGE SCOUTING

Do get involved. Scouting is a very worthwhile and
rewarding activity for beavers, cubs and scouts as well as
helpers and leaders. Come and be an occasional helper
and then get more involved if you like it. Anyone with skills
they can pass on to the children (a hobby interest, crafts,
cooking, sport, needlework, DIY, camping, etc.) will find an
especially warm welcome!

For more information contact
Maria Chaundy 07727 363594 or Christian Bradley 07880 716633

Kennington Parish Council
Invitation to Tender

The Parish Council invites interested contractors to tender for the regular
cleaning of the fourteen bus shelters in the village. A detailed specification is
available from the Clerk, Pam Johnston, 102 Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1
5PE, Tel. 01865 421126, email kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
The deadline to register interest is Friday 20th March 2009 and completed
documents must be returned by Wednesday 8th April 2009.
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Table Top Sale 28th March for Festival Group
The Village Centre, Saturday 28th March, 10 am–12 noon
To book a table for £5, please ring Margaret on 01865 730353
or email mbiggs@easymail.rmplc.co.uk
Please support us

Kennington Women’s Institute

WI

February Meeting
The President welcomed everyone to the February meeting on a very cold, wet evening. The
attractive plant provided by Mrs Olley was presented to Mrs Willbery.
As a result of winning the draw for a bursary at Denman College, Mrs Harris joined the “Favourite
Musicals with a Twist” course and gave a very amusing and informative report on the programme
and her weekend’s course activity.
Mrs Tilston announced the date of the next Group Meeting – Tuesday, 21st April, at 7.30pm. The
speaker will be David Hawkes, MBE, JP.
After dealing with other items of correspondence, the President introduced Mr David Nobbs, who
is the Community Talks Officer for the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB). David
gave a very interesting talk entitled, “Success Stories of some UK Birds and the Remaining
Challenges”. He picked out four or five species, which included the Dartford Warbler, Peregrine
Falcon and the Red Kite, and described how they had been saved from extinction. The
accompanying presentation of photographs, graphs and bird sounds made it all the more interesting.
David found the task of choosing the first three winners in the competition “A Bird made from a
Vegetable” very difficult as every entry was imaginative and of superb quality. Finally, Mrs Beyer
was awarded the first prize, Mrs Maine second and Mrs Weston third.
Our next meeting on Wednesday, 11th March is the Annual Meeting followed by a talk on the
History of Costume Jewellery with Jane and Adrian Jeffries. We meet in the Village Centre at
7:15pm and would be pleased to see any ladies who would like to join us.

The Oxfordshire Befriending Network
Volunteers supporting people with life threatening and terminal illness
Would you like to make a difference in 2009?
Being diagnosed with a serious illness can be one of the most overwhelming experiences anyone
can face, as it involves not only coping with the symptoms of the illness, but a huge adjustment in
lifestyle, and often social isolation.
Having a regular visitor, someone outside the immediate family, who will listen, can offer
emotional support and be willing to accompany the ill person on their ‘journey,’ can be invaluable.
We are currently looking for new befriending volunteers and we offer free training, expenses and
on-going support.
Our next Befriending trainings start in Oxford in May/June and October 2009.
If you can offer 2–3 hours a week to befriend someone living in your area, are warm,
compassionate and emotionally mature please contact us on 01865 791781 or email for a
Befriending information pack and application form on enquiries@oxonbefriending.net
We also run an Advocacy service and will be running training for Volunteer Advocates in April. For
Advocacy enquiries, please ask for Jan Penrose or email jan.penrose@oxonbefriending.net
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Kennington History Society
It was back to a full house at the Society’s January meeting when popular local historian and
speaker, Martin Way, gave an illustrated talk entitled ‘Roses and Castles’ telling the story of life
on the English canals from their early years to the present day. As with Martin’s previous
engagement in Kennington, his talk was both very informative and amusing, with his display of
associated artefacts and models quite exceptional.
The February event was the Society’s Annual General Meeting at which, following very positive
reports by the Chairman and Treasurer, the existing Committee was re-elected for the forthcoming
year. The audience was then treated to a members’ presentation by David Holt, who gave a
delightful illustrated talk about the life and work of the carpenter and world famous clockmaker,
John Harrison. David told of John Harrison’s life-long struggle to win ‘The Board of Longitude’s
Prize’ for his sea clock, which even involved the lobbying of the King and Parliament. Sadly,
although he proved his precision marine timepieces would revolutionise navigation at sea, he was
never awarded the prize in full.
‘this month’
It may be wise to arrive early for the Society’s next meeting, to be held on Monday 16th March
2009 at 7:45pm in the Methodist Church, when a professional archivist from the Oxfordshire
Records Office, Linda Haynes, will give her eagerly awaited illustrated talk about the ‘Shiptonon-Cherwell Railway Disaster – Christmas Eve 1874’
‘next month’
On the 20th April 2009 we look forward to the return of Martin Way and an illustrated talk
‘Glimmer in the Dark’: A Celebration of Anglo-Saxton Art & Craftsmanship.
History Society talks are Free to Members with Visitors Welcome at a cost of £2.50.
The Society’s Committee, following consideration of several possible destinations, has decided that
this year Annual Coach Trip will be the City of Gloucester. This historic city has many
interesting attractions and ladies it also has great shops. The day-long visit will take place on
Thursday 24th September 2009.
George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
I am currently assisting the process of reviewing and overhauling the Neighbourhood watch
systems in place in Kennington, The Neighbourhood watch is a highly successful tool in reducing
crime and the fear of crime, we will be looking for volunteers to act as Coordinators on their
respective streets, the more the merrier.
If you think you might be interested or know someone that would suit the idea please contact me
either through my email address Adrian.wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk or ring Kathy Gubbins
on 01235 556938.
PCSO Adi Wright C9577
Rural Abingdon Team (Kennington and Radley)
0845 8 505 505
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Crime Stoppers
0800 555 111
www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Kennington Horticultural Society — Forthcoming Events
Wednesday 18th March 2009: Village Centre at 7:30 pm: Alpines Inside and Out. Admission £2.
A presentation by Sue Bedwell, who will probably come along with plants to sell afterwards.
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St Swithun’s School
St Swithun’s CE (C) Primary School, Grundy Crescent, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PS
Head Teacher: Mrs Jill Evans
Telephone 01865 438933
www.st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
SCHOOL CURRICULUM. The beginning of 2009 saw a further revision of the school
curriculum. We have planned new topics to develop the skills our pupils need in order to make
progress across the whole curriculum. We are continuing to promote writing skills through
VCOP (our literacy strategy), but this term we are expecting pupils to demonstrate writing
progress in other subjects as well as in literacy.
OFSTED. We have continued to work on all of our key issues, highlighted in the inspection.
Our learning environment has also been made fresher and brighter with new cupboards and
carpets.
VISIT YOUR CHILD’S CLASSROOM. Following a suggestion from one of the parents we
held a short session, at the end of the school day, so that the children could show their
parents some of the work they have been doing this term.
MENTAL MATHS. In February, we held a parents’ workshop to demonstrate mental maths
methods we use in school and provide advice on how to help the children with maths at home.
PTA. The Christmas Bazaar was a huge success and raised £1,000. The PTA also has other
events planned, which include a Bingo night and school discos.
FUNDRAISING. Thanks to the generosity of those who attended our Christmas shows,
£207.98 was raised towards new audiovisual equipment for the KS2 hall.
SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL ASPECTS OF LEARNING (SEAL). Our Personal, Social,
Health and Citizenship Education (PSHCE) is taught through a scheme called SEAL. The skills
developed through SEAL are grouped under the headings of self-awareness, managing
feelings, motivation, empathy and social skills. The children have been looking at the theme
‘Going for Goals’, in which they learn to set themselves goals, and plan and work to achieve
them. This has been taught in either whole class or small group sessions. The theme for term
4 is ‘Good to be me’ and will promote self-esteem and confidence.
TIMES BOOK VOUCHERS. We are hoping to fill our school library with new books and are
asking parents, carers and grandparents to collect free ‘Books for Schools’ tokens inside The
Times and The Sunday Times.

TERM DATES 2009
TERM 4

Monday 23rd February—Friday 3rd April

TERM 5

Monday 20th April—Friday 22nd May
(Monday 4th May: Bank Holiday)

TERM 6

Monday 1st June—Friday 17th July
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Village Diary
March & April 2009
Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mondays
Thursdays
Tuesdays
Thursdays
Thursdays
Fridays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles)

Health Centre Car Park

10–11 am

Toddlers

Village Centre

9:30–11:30 am

Toy Library — fortnightly only (07966 417560)
Children’s dance classes

Kennington Playgroup
Village Centre

11 am–12:30 pm

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall

2–4 pm
2:15 pm
2–4 pm
2 pm
7:30 pm
10am–12 noon
10 am

Village Centre

7:15 pm

Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre

7:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
8 pm
10:30am–12noon
6-8 pm
11 am
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
10am–12 noon
2–4 pm

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
St Swithun’s Church
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

2:15 pm
10 am–12 noon
10 am–12 noon
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
2–4 pm
10 am
6:30 pm
7:45 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm

March 2009
2 Festival Group
4 Kennington Link WI: Annual Meeting
5 Whist Drive
Women’s World Day of Prayer Service
Fri
6
Kennington Cancer Fund: Cheese & Wine Evening
Sat
7 Pam’s Office
Tue 10 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI Annual Meeting
Wed 11
‘History of Costume Jewellery’
Thu 12 Parish Council Meeting
Mon
Wed
Thu

Sun

15 Service

Mon 16
Tue 17
Wed 18
Thu 19
Sat
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Wed 25
Sat 28
Mon 30
Wed
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Mon
Tue
Sun
Mon
Mon
Tue

Festival Group
Kennington History Society
Parish Council Planning Meeting
Kennington Link WI Coffee Morning
Police Surgery
Jumble Sale
KOA Cabaret & Cardomoms
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Kennington Festival Group: Table Top Sale
Festival Group

April 2009
1 Kennington Link WI: Pets as Therapy
Kennington Cancer Cake Sale & Easter Egg Tombola
4
Pam’s Office
7 Parish Council Planning Meeting
8 Kennington WI
9 Parish Council Meeting
13 Festival Group
14 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
19 KOA Service
20 Kennington History Society
27 Festival Group
28 Parish Council Planning Meeting

2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

The Village Diary is in the Post Office. Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
Enter them before the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.
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