


The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Vicar
The Rev Terence Smith has now retired and until a new vicar is appointed please contact 
Isabel the churchwarden.

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwarden
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Sunday School 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service 10:30 am

Choir Mondays 6:30 pm

St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent
4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm

Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service & Baptisms 10:30 am

4th & 5th Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 am
Evening Service 6:30 pm

Wednesday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Churchwardens

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings................................................................................................01235 854780
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Del Delaney 1810.......................08458 505505
County Councillor Bob Johnston..........bob.johnston@oxfordshire.gov.uk..............01865 730209
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter

Ask people which is  the biggest  day of the year  for Christians.  Most will  say Christmas.  Our 
society seems only to think about a romantic mid- winter festival, whereas the real answer is Easter, 
the moment of new creation when the darkness has gone and the sun is shining. Easter still comes 
as a great exciting surprise to most Christians as well as to children counting their Easter eggs.

In pre-Christian times triumphal emperors rode white horses in their processions, but Jesus the 
King of Kings rode along a palm-strewn road on a donkey. We celebrate this on Palm Sunday, the 
start of Holy Week, which ends in the great feast of Easter when Jesus rose from the dead.

After the crucifixion, Jesus was taken down from the cross and placed in a tomb. Two women 
visited the tomb to anoint the body after it had been buried. This was women’s work and because of 
the Sabbath they had not been able to do it until sunrise on the Sunday morning. So try putting 
yourself in their place on that special Easter day. Imagine the women going there and finding it 
empty. They must have experienced terror, delight, confusion, fear and astonishment. But what was 
happening was the action of God himself. The God who was apparently silent on Good Friday was 
having the last word. He was answering the unspoken questions of the followers of Jesus. God was 
starting something new by beginning what he promised many years ago. The empty tomb showed 
that Jesus was dead and had risen to a new life with a promise that we shall be with him.

Then we hear about Mary visiting the tomb and acting out one of the oldest dramas in the world. 
Stand with her as she weeps. Stoop down with her and look into the tomb and be prepared for a 
surprise. Mary saw two angels and she turned and saw Jesus and thought he was the gardener, and 
he said, “Don’t touch me”. Mary becomes the apostle to the apostles and says, “I have seen the 
master.” It is unlikely that someone in the first century wanting to invent a story about people 
seeing Jesus would have given the star part to a woman, let alone Mary Magdalene.

This is a story with a great message, “God loves you and wants you to live with him for ever.” That 
is what Easter is about. So how do we spread the message? The best way is to tell our friends and 
then  it  spreads.  This  is  what  happened  after  that  wonderful  Easter  Day  when  Jesus  told  his 
followers to share what they knew with others, and thank God the disciples did, or we would never 
have known about it. The Easter message is good news because it tells things we did not expect to 
hear, which we were not inclined to believe and could not understand. We are all links in the chain 
of  God’s  advertising  strategy.  So  don’t  take  Easter  for  granted,  but  tell  people  the  wonderful 
message.

A HAPPY EASTER TO ALL FROM THE CONGREGATION AT ST SWITHUN’S
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Services in April:

5th Apr Palm Sunday 12th Apr Easter Day
9:30 am Parish Communion

Priest: Teresa Morgan
9:00 am Parish Communion

Priest: Tony Johnson
6:30 pm Compline 6:30 pm Compline

19th Apr 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Keith Triplow

26th Apr 9:00 am Parish Communion
Priest: Keith Triplow

6:30 pm Compline 10:30 am Family Service (details below)
6:30 pm Evensong

Children are very welcome at all of our services.

Good Friday. There will be a service of readings and meditation in St Swithun’s, starting 
at  10:00am.  This  will  be  followed  by  the  Walk  of  witness,  which  gather  at  the  War 

memorial at 11:15.

Easter Day. The children will go out partway through the 9:30am service for 
an Easter egg hunt.

Family Service 10:30am on 26th April. This is a short friendly service (about ½ an hour) of songs, 
prayers and a short talk, all orientated around young children. Oliver Barber will be baptised at this 
service which will be led by Teresa Morgan. Please join us for this happy occasion if you can.

The mid-week communion services are at 10:30am on Wednesdays. Please do come along and 
join us if you can.

See the website for up-to-date details: www.stswithunskennington.org

Please pray for:

The sick:  Sue Moles,  Joan  Caddick,  Derek  Copcutt,  James,  George and Nan  Whaley,  Jenny 
Peachy, Ken Smith and Peter Hooper.

The residents of Kennington.

The ‘Living Faith’ initiative and the Prayer Partnership.

St Swithun’s Church as we seek to discover the way forward.

May the eyes of the Father behold us
May the hands of the Saviour uphold us
May the arms of the Spirit enfold us. Amen

Radley Church as the church community enjoy services back in the renovated church following 
the extensive work to get rid of the death watch beetle.

The community: St Swithun’s School and Nursery, the Parish Council. All health professionals 
working in Kennington, including those working at the Health Centre, the Dentist and in people’s 
homes. St Swithun’s Guild, the two homes in the parish, the other churches and organisations.

The World: All the areas of the world where people are suffering whether as a result of famine, 
war or natural disasters. We think especially of the people of, Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan and the 
Middle East. Africa, especially those in Zimbabwe and Darfur. Pray for all those who work for 
peace, democracy and justice.

The work of the Church in the world.

The Queen.
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TALLOW. The next meeting will be on 8th April at 6:45 in Church. Everybody is very welcome to 
join us for one of these meetings. It is an opportunity to sit quietly for a short time, listening to the 
music, prayers and meditation.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to pray, meditate or simply sit and relax in 
God’s presence. We keep nothing of value on the Church premises.

Christ Church Cathedral routinely makes a charge for visiting, but this charge is waived 
for  residents  of  the  Diocese.  If  you  would  like  to  take  advantage  of  this  concession, 
application forms for free passes are available on the table at the back of the Church.

— Isabel Baggott

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Easter Triduum Services

Maundy Thursday, 9th April 7:30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper, Our Lady of the Rosary, 
Botley

Good Friday, 10th April 11:15am Way of the Cross, Good Shepherd, Kennington

3.00pm Liturgy of the Passion, Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, 
Oxford

Saturday, 11th April 8:30pm Easter Vigil & First Mass of Easter,
Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

Easter Sunday 12th April 9:15am Mass, Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

10.00am Mass, Good Shepherd, Kennington

11:15am Mass, Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
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Churches Together in Kennington

Shortly, ‘Good Friday’ will be upon us, and indeed Easter Sunday, which follows it. Most people, I 
suppose, will hardly notice. It will be just another Friday, except that it will be the start of a Bank 
Holiday weekend. Some people will remember a time when you couldn’t help noticing, whether 
you liked it or not. Practically everything stopped. No shops; no sporting events. A free day, but 
with nothing to  do—nothing,  except  remember that  we call  this  Friday ‘Good’;  nothing to do 
except ‘behold the wood of the Cross, on which did hang the Saviour of the world.’ It was the most 
stark reminder of all that the Christian story undergirded the culture of 
this country—a story that had the death and rising from the dead 
of Jesus Christ at  its heart,  and which was assumed to have 
universal significance.

That  story  has  now  virtually  vanished  from  popular 
consciousness.  Partly  this  has  been  encouraged  by  the 
deliberately secular  agenda of government.  The assumption 
has been that there is some sort of secular ‘level playing field’ 
on which all religions and none can compete or co-exist on more or 
less equal terms. We have been made quite aware of late of those who really 
do see all religions as negative and a bar to human progress. But there are also those who see them 
all in a positive light, and who would wish, like the Prince of Wales, to be ‘defenders of faiths’. 
Until recently it was widely assumed that the best approach was to allow all religious traditions in 
our country to co-exist, even if this meant that whole groups of people were often living largely in 
separate cultural bubbles, virtually cut off from each other.

The disadvantages of this approach are now becoming evident, and there has been an attempt to 
change direction. Recently Andrew Motion, the poet laureate, who is himself an agnostic, if not an 
atheist, made a plea for the Bible to be re-introduced into the general educational curriculum. His 
point was largely about the fact that the great literature of our country is virtually incomprehensible 
without this background. Whether or not his plea will have any effect, it was a step in the direction 
of trying to recover some common basis of culture at a rather deeper level than some of the official 
attempts to define ‘Britishness’.

A century ago, there was a real sense of the divisions and lack of understanding, and even the 
hostility, between different groups of Christians. Although these divisions have not been wholly 
overcome at the institutional level, at the local and personal level they have. For the last fifty years, 
the three Christian churches in Kennington have been working amicably together. We tend to take 
this so much for granted that we hardly realise how far we have travelled. There is certainly still 
further to go. I would certainly want to work for a visibly united Church as a sign to the world at 
large of God’s purpose of unity for the human family as a whole. But having reached the present 
degree of unanimity, it seems even more important at this stage to seek to make connections across 
the various religious and cultural divides that fragment our society.

This is part of the agenda that the Committee of Churches Together in Kennington has set itself for 
the next two years. Following the meetings every other month last year to explore ‘Challenges of 
Life’—burning  issues  of  the  day—we have begun a  series  of  meetings  on the  major  religious 
traditions of the world. On May 28th and June 18th we will be exploring Judaism, the latter meeting 
being led by a Rabbi. In the autumn there will be two meetings devoted to Islam. All are welcome 
to these meetings, which are held at Good Shepherd Church from 8–9pm.

In a very stimulating lecture at Birmingham University in 2003, Dr Rowan Williams suggested that 
we needed to  recognise  that  other  faiths  than  our  own did  not  give  less  good answers  to  the 
questions to which our particular faith gave the best answers; rather, different faiths gave answers 
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to different questions. The final question, he suggested, for anyone exploring faith, was ‘Which 
faith does ultimately give the fullest account of the human condition?’ While such an approach 
provides an excellent basis for the dialogue in which we seek to engage, as I reflect on that question 
personally, it takes me straight back to the point at which I began. For I find myself constantly 
returning to that frequently asked question: ‘How can a God who is love, allow so much suffering?’ 
And to a phrase that is more of a pointer than an answer: ‘Only a suffering God can help’. The only 
God I personally can believe in is the God who is revealed in the events of Good Friday and Easter.

— Fr Paul King

Kennington Methodist Church

Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Telephone:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford, OX3 8AX

Church Office: Telephone:
Wesley Memorial Church 01865 243216
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford, OX1 2DH

SERVICES FOR APRIL

Morning Worship will be held each Sunday at 10.30 a.m.

Holy Communion will be celebrated on Easter Day at 10.30 a.m.
There will also be the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper on
Maundy Thursday, April 9th at 7.30 p.m.

The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.

PREACHERS FOR APRIL AT 10.30 a.m. WILL BE:

April 5th PALM SUNDAY. The Minister, the Revd. Rosemary Davies.
This will be a service of All-age Worship.

April 12th EASTER DAY. Easter Praise and the Easter Communion,
led by the Revd Robert Whorton, the Chaplain of Sir Michael Sobell House.

April 19th LOCAL PREACHERS’ SUNDAY. Liz Wood, from Wantage.

April 26nd The Revd Leslie Marsh, from Kidlington.

EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other 
activities. The  CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at  10 a.m. each Sunday morning, 
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.
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THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

SERVICES FOR EASTER.

Maundy Thursday – April 9th 7.30 p.m. The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Celebrant: The Revd. John Rowland.

Good Friday – April 10th 11.15 a.m. Faith Walk through the village
(meet at the War Memorial) followed by

12 noon Service in the Methodist Church, led by
the Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies.

Easter Day – April 12th 10.30 a.m. Easter Praise and the Easter Communion.
Celebrant: The Revd Robert Whorton.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Alleluia!

OTHER DATES FOR APRIL

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday
APRIL 14th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the
Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Sunday
APRIL 15th

The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise for Mon Choisy Elderly Persons 
Home at 3 p.m. and Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 3:45 p.m.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on  TUESDAY, APRIL 14th from  10 a.m. 
onwards. This will be many bargains. All the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out’.

The March Coffee Morning raised £147.63.
The May Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday, May 12th at 10 a.m.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist  Church premises. Kindly note that  the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will be singing the  Mozart Requiem  and the 
Haydn Nelson Mass in  St Swithun’s Parish Church, Kennington, on  Sunday, April  26th at 
3 p.m. (Please note the change of venue). The soloists will include  Claire  Barratt (Soprano),  
Rebecca Martin (Contralto), Ian Barratt (Tenor), Stephen Barratt (Bass), John Oxlade (Piano) & 
Trevor Cowlett (Conductor).  Entrance is free, but there will be a collection for the new Oxford 
Cancer Centre. Come early for a good seat and enjoy an afternoon of glorious music.
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South Oxford Bowls Club

New Members Welcome

South Oxford Bowls Club is situated in Sunningwell Road, just off the Abingdon Road, 
and would like to  welcome new members.  This  friendly and competitive club offers 

superb on and off green facilities for both new and experienced bowlers alike. The club has 
2 turf greens open to play between April and September. The greens are recognised as being 

some  of  the  best  in  the  county  of  Oxfordshire,  and  are  used  by  the  Oxford  County  O.B.A., 
O.W.B.A. Vice Presidents and the University Intercollegiate Bowls Club.

The  club  has  vacancies  for  new 
members, whether they are experienced 
or beginners. Our opening game is on 
Saturday 18th April 2009.

Please feel free to visit and have a go, 
some bowls, shoes etc. are available to 
borrow.  Tuition  is  also  available  to 
‘improve’ your game, and there is also 
the Clubhouse.

Indoor bowls are played in the winter, 
along with other social events.

Our OPEN DAY FOR ALL is
Sunday 19th April 2009

For more information telephone Mike on 01865 430226

Help for the Homeless—Kennington Churches Together

The collection for the homeless will be made Sundays 19th & 26th April 2009.

The items collected will be for the Night Shelter, which needs blankets, 
towels and toiletries.

Household items for their re-homing project: Crockery, pots and pans, 
cutlery and household linen.

Food items needed are cereals, long-life milk, tins of beans and spaghetti, 
soup, minced beef, Marmite, breakfast cereals and tuna.

The Night Shelter has made a special request for underwear, socks, and Value toothbrushes; these 
items are always urgently needed.

If you cannot leave your donations at one of the Churches in Kennington, please contact either
Ann Coulter or David Butler
01865 739271 01865 739487

Many thanks for your help. All at the Night Shelter greatly appreciate it.
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Kennington Festival Group
Formerly know as Handicapped Group

Are you at a bit of a loose end on Monday Afternoons?
Do you have difficulty getting about but would like an afternoon out? We can 
arrange transport
Do you know anyone who might enjoy an afternoon meeting some friendly 
people? Please tell them about us and let me know so that I can visit them to 
explain what the meetings are about.
Don’t say “oh that’s not for me”—come along and maybe you will surprise yourself!
We are in our 60’s 70’s 80’s or 90’s, we haven’t got anyone over 100 yet, but we all 
enjoy coming to the meetings and having a chat, cup of tea and a game of Bingo with 
those who don’t just want to sit at home by themselves.

We meet in Kennington Village Centre and will be there 2-4pm on
April 13th (yes even Easter Monday) and 27th

May 11th and 25th

Please  ring  Margaret  on  01865 730353 for  more  information. 
Make sure you leave your  Name and Telephone number on the 
answer phone so I can ring you back!

Thank you everyone who supported the
Kennington Festival Group Table Top Sale in March

Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F)
Fairtrade Fortnight Events

The Pancake Party

There have been two recent events supporting Fairtrade. St Swithun’s Church 
held a very enjoyable Pancake Party in the Church Hall. A Raffle, with prizes 
of  hampers  donated  by  the  Coop  was  held,  along  with  a  Fairtrade  quiz, 
where, to everyone’s astonishment, we all found out that the banana plant is, 
in fact, a giant herb!

The Information an Publicity Event

The Information and Publicity event, held in the Village Hall, was enjoyed by the many people who 
came and tasted Fairtrade tea and coffee free. A raffle was held with Fairtrade hampers as prizes 
(supplied again by the Co-op) along with a Traidcraft Stall and two information and publicity tables 
run by the Co-op and the K4F Steering Group. The event raised ₤95.77, which has been sent to the 
Traidcraft Exchange. This group supports the Fairtrade Foundation in its endeavours to promote a 
sustainable reciprocal relationship between the first and third worlds! A Big Thank You to all who 
worked behind the scenes; the Manager of the local Co-op, Peter Donnelly; and to the people who 
supported our efforts!

Together we can make Kennington a Fairtrade Village!

Further information from Robin Mason 321044, Brenda Groth 739229, or www.fairtrade.org

10 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
http://www.fairtrade.org/


Kennington Playing Fields Association

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Monday 27th April 2009 at 8:00 pm

in the Pavilion Playfield Road

The Playing Fields Association also take the opportunity to thank both the Parish Council and the 
Vale of White Horse District Council for their awards of grant aid, which enabled the improvement 
and resurfacing of the Car Park at Forest Side Playing Field.

George Ross, Secretary to Kennington Playing Fields Association

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: April 2009

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Hopefully by now most members will have received their membership cards and programme for 
the year commencing April 2009. For those who have not received them or if you are interested in 
joining the Society and want to know what’s happening here is a snapshot of some forthcoming 
events in 2009.

April Wednesday 15th 7:30 pm, Village Centre, ‘The Lazy Gardener’

An illustrated talk by Christine Banbury. Admission £2.00. Refreshments complementary.

May Saturday 2nd 10 am–12 noon, St Swithun’s Church Hall & grounds, Plant Sale

If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock down prices then come along to our 
plant sale. A limited number of tables are available at £8.00 each. Tables must be booked 
in advanced with Alison on 730961 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot 
be accepted on the day.

May Wednesday 27th 7:30 pm, Village Centre

Illustrated talk by Marilyn Farr: New Zealand plants & their habitats. Admission £2.00. 
Refreshments complimentary.

June Tuesday 23rd 6:30–9:30 pm

Evening garden visit to the walled garden on the Wormsley Estate, Stokenchurch.
Further details in the May Chronicle.

July Saturday 18th

Coach outing, to Bateman’s Sussex. Home of Rudyard Kipling.
Further details in the May Chronicle.

Membership of the Society remains at just £1.00 and you can join by contacting the Treasurer on 
01865 730961, or come along to one of the evening talks and sign up then.

We have registered as group for 10% discount at Yarnton Nurseries. Just present your membership 
card at the point of purchase. Excludes items already discounted and purchases in the restaurant or 
franchises.
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Let’s Talk about Books

Kennington LibraryKennington Library invites you to our ‘Let’s Talk about Books’ mornings!

Wednesday 1st April 2009 from 10:30 am

Poetry reading 11:00 am

Join Robin Mason and share his favourite poems

Poetry fans, don’t miss it!

Tea and coffee will be kindly provided by the Friends of  Kennington Library.

For more information, contact the Kennington Library
01865 730763 or visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Storytime and Craft

Wednesday 8th April (Easter 
Holidays) 10:30–11:30 am

Kennington Library

We welcome all children under 8 
accompanied by their parents

Kennington Overseas Aid

This month we have two KOA events.

There will  be a  service in  St Swithun’s  Church on April  19th at  6.30pm. Everyone is  most 
welcome to come. There will be a speaker from Cecily’s Fund, our chosen charity this year.

The House-to-house collection will be in the week April 26th–May 2nd. Please give generously 
when the collectors come round. You will also get your programme of all the events that KOA is 
running this year.

Here are two other important dates to put in your diary:

The Grand Fête is on Saturday June 13th. This is a joint event with St Swithun’s Church and St 
Swithun’s School PTA. There will be lots of fun for all ages.

The Fun Run and Walk is on Sunday June 21st. Do come along to this, whether to beat your 
fellow runners or simply to enjoy a family walk in the lovely Bagley Woods. We hope you will get 
lots of sponsorship too.
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Kennington Library & Friends of Kennington Library Newsletter

Dear Villagers,

On Saturday 7th March, Kennington Library, with the 
support of the Friends of Kennington Library, held a 
successful  World  Book  Day  Celebration  Library 
Festival.

The  aim  of  the  Friends  group  is  to  support  all  the 
events  and  activities  held  by  the  library,  but  a  day 
event of this scale was a first. We saw over 250 people 
of  all  ages  come  though  the  doors  of  the  Village 
Centre to take part in 6 hours of variety of activities. 
Among  the  events  were  talks  by  5  authors  whose 
range of works embrace novels and history. All books 
are available to borrow at the library. We are delighted 
to report that all our guests had a great day, and wish 
to thank all who came for your interest and warm welcome.

Refreshments and food were available all day, provided by volunteers and generous donations by 
the Hungry Horse, the Co-Op and the Best-one Shop. This was a feature much appreciated by 
patrons, who contributed generously towards meeting the cost of the occasion.

A Huge Thank You to everyone for your support!

Now for April and the rest of the year, it is back to business 
usual. The first Wednesday of the month will be our ‘Let’s 
talk about books’ Coffee Morning. The children’s activity 
will  be  during  school  holidays  and  so  will  be  the  2nd 

Wednesday this  month instead of the 3rd (see page  12 or 
check  our  events  calendar  on 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries).

— Charles Swaisland and Dominique Henderson, 
Kennington Library, 01865 730763

Pictures from top: Younger visitor greatly enjoying story-telling and craft session;  
Author Katie Micuta and Librarian; Story & craft in the afternoon; Rhymetimes  
in the morning.
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Oxfolk Barn Dances in the Village Hall

Saturday 14th March Ceilidhography with caller Cate Bannister and spot from James Bell

Saturday 11th April Ladies’ Night with Mawkin with caller Pete Rees and spot from the
World Famous Hammersmith Morris

Saturday 9th May The Gloworms with caller Cat Kelly

All dances 7:30pm for 8 to 11:30pm in the Kennington Village Hall.
Tickets £9, with £6 concessions with deals available for families and students.

Telephone 07866 804220 or 07515 410211. www.oxfolk.org.uk

Kennington Link WI
March 2009 meeting

The President welcomed members to the March meeting.
Orders were taken for 2010 Calendars and tickets for the Group Meeting were on 
sale. A collection was made for ACWW funds.
Vera Fanning will be our representative at the KOA Sponsored Knit.
A request had been received to help make Kennington into a Fairtrade Village and we shall work 
towards this.
Notice was received that a production of ‘Oklahoma’ will  be performed by Abingdon Operatic 
Society, 30th March–4th April at the Amey Theatre.
A letter  from  Pauline  Goddard  thanked  us  for  her  invitation  to  the  anniversary  lunch.  The 
postponed service at Christchurch will now take place on 24th April.

A pretty flowering plant, provided by Jean Mundy, was given to Rosalie Whiteley in recognition of 
the extra work she has undertaken for the Institute.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Treasurer’s Report. Detailed statements and budgets were distributed before commencing this 
report. The Treasurer clarified certain points and the report was adopted.

The Secretary’s 40  th   Anniversary Report   confirmed a list of duties carried out by members. Mention 
was made of the successful Anniversary Lunch, and ‘bring & buy’ stalls & raffles which are always 
popular. The Link currently has 27 members, several of whom are involved in voluntary work. 
Various Federation meetings had been attended by members over the past year.

President’s Report. The President began by thanking the Treasurer and Secretary for their excellent 
reports. The highlight of the year had been the Founder’s Day with its associated press coverage. 
Reference was made to last year’s Village Fête at which some members had participated. It had 
been a  happy year,  and thanks were given to  the Committee,  and to members  who undertook 
special duties.

Rosalie Whiteley thanked the President and proposed that she continue in office for another year, 
therefore the Officers this year will remain the same with Ann Coulter as President, Jean Mundy as 
Secretary  and  Christine  Ravenscroft  as  Treasurer.  Jenny  Henwood has  retired  as  the  Link 
Representative, and this commitment will be taken on by Ann Coulter.

A short amount of social time followed the AGM, and this involved questions on “getting to know 
you”.  The  winner  with  most  answers  was  Betty  Appleton  who  was  presented  with  seasonal 
daffodils.

THE NEXT MEETING will be held on 1st April when Mrs Julia Sharpe will speak on “Pets as 
Therapy”. All are welcome.
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Parish Council Matters

March 2009 Meeting

There were two items that were discussed for the 
first time at the March meeting that the members of 
the Parish Council would welcome comments from 
people living in the village before they take them 
any further.

The  first  topic  was  the 
possibility of establishing No 
Cold Calling Zones. The idea 
is that a relatively small group 
of  properties  probably  up  to 
40 houses with a well defined 

boundary  is  identified as  a  no cold calling  zone. 
There could be more than one zone in the village. 
The zone could be combined with a neighbourhood 
watch area. It is important that a large majority of 
the  householders  living in  the  zone  consent  to  it 
being set up. The boundaries of the zone would be 
marked clearly with street signs. Each house would 
have a sticker displayed in the window to reinforce 
the  message.  Ideally  householders  would  be 
encouraged  to  fit  door  chains  and  be  given  the 
confidence  to  say  no  to  unwanted  callers.  It  is 
essential  that  someone  in  the  zone  volunteers  to 
become the champion for the scheme. It is hoped 
that advice and support will be available from the 
local  trading  standards  service.  They  have  the 
authority to contact companies who do try to cold 
call in the zone and ask them to comply with the 
scheme. If there is enough interest in this scheme, 
the  Parish  Council  will  consider  supporting  the 
initial  start  up  costs  and  working  with  trading 
standards.

The second topic was the radical suggestion from 
Oxfordshire County Council that some or all of the 
street lighting in the village could be switched off 
during  part  of  the  night  from  approximately 
12.30am to  around  5.30am.  The  County  Council 
has a commitment to reduce its carbon emissions 
from all sources by 18% from 2005/2006 levels by 
2011/2012.  Street  lighting  produced  19%  of  the 
Council’s  carbon  emissions,  which  totalled  some 
63,000 tonnes. The members of the Parish Council 
would  welcome  your  views  about  whether  you 
could support  this  initiative.  The County Council 
would consult the police before implementing any 
scheme.

If you have views on either of these two proposals, 
please  write  to  the  Clerk  by  8th April  at 
102 Kennington  Road  or  email 
kennington.pc@ntlworld.com so  that  your 
comments can be considered at the next meeting of 
the Parish Council.

The members of the Parish Council had an update 
on the progress of the application for funding for 
the redevelopment of the Playfield Road play area. 
They  adopted  a  Play  Policy.  The  landscape 
designer had produced preliminary designs which 
had been shown to the Play Area Working group 
and the members of the Parish Council.

Following the litter pick in March, it was agreed to 
purchase litter  pick sticks,  gloves and fluorescent 
tabards. This would mean they could be loaned to 
groups and individuals to  do litter  picks  at  times 
other  than  the  organised  litter  blitz.  The  Parish 
Council sponsors each bag or large item collected 
at £3 per bag for local organisations and charities.

Flag Days 2009

April
21st Birthday of Her Majesty the Queen
23rd St George’s Day
25th Anzac Day

May
9th May Europe Day

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
APRIL 2009

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 9th April at 7:30pm.

The Parish `Office’ is on
Saturday 4th from 10 am to 11 am

The next Planning Committees are on
Tuesdays 7th and 28th at 8.00pm.

Planning applications are considered by the Parish 
Council at the next meeting following receipt of 

the plan, which may be within days of 
notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk 
immediately if you want to make a comment. 
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the 
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are held in the Village Centre,
and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Retiring from the NHS Soon?

… OR ALREADY RETIRED FROM IT?

WHY NOT JOIN THE
OXFORD HEALTH SERVICE RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP

YOUR SPOUSE MAY JOIN TOO!

Monthly Meetings, Talks, Outings & Holidays for Retired NHS Staff

We meet at the J R Hospital, Headington

Come and meet former colleagues, make new friends and renew old friendships

For further information, telephone the Hon. Secretary Rhona Bunce 01865 775246

The Oxfordshire Befriending Network
Volunteers supporting people with life threatening and terminal illness

Would you like to make a difference in 2009?

Being diagnosed with a serious illness can be one of the most overwhelming experiences anyone 
can face, as it involves not only coping with the symptoms of the illness, but a huge adjustment in 
lifestyle, and often social isolation.

Having  a  regular  visitor,  someone  outside  the  immediate  family,  who  will  listen,  can  offer 
emotional support and be willing to accompany the ill person on their ‘journey,’ can be invaluable.

We are currently looking for new befriending volunteers and we offer free training, expenses and 
on-going support.

Our next Befriending trainings start in Oxford in May/June and October 2009.

If  you  can  offer  2–3  hours  a  week  to  befriend  someone  living  in  your  area,  are  warm, 
compassionate  and  emotionally  mature  please  contact  us  on  01865  791781  or  email  for  a 
Befriending information pack and application form on enquiries@oxonbefriending.net

We also run an Advocacy service and will be running training for Volunteer Advocates in April. For 
Advocacy enquiries, please ask for Jan Penrose or email jan.penrose@oxonbefriending.net

Chronicle Confounds

hat’s special about this 7-digit number: 3211000? I’ll tell you: The first digit says how 
many zeroes there are (there are 3 zeroes); the second digit, how many ones there are 
(there are 2 ones); the third, how many twos (there is 1 two); and so on. Question: Can 

you make a similar 8-digit number? What about a 6-digit number? Come to think of it, how many 
such numbers can be made, and what are they?

W
Answer in next month’s Chronicle.

Answer to last month: In the UK, the first number with an ‘a’ in it is 101 (one hundred and one). 
But in the US, where they don’t use the word ‘and’, it’s 1,000 (one thousand). (If you want to know 
last month’s question, find it in our On-line Archives from www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.)
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Kennington Women’s Institute WI
March Meeting

29 members and 2 guests were welcomed to the March meeting by the President.

A cheque with the proceeds of our “bring and buy” sales table last month had been sent to Professor 
Harris to further his work on Cancer Research. We were reminded that the draw for our annual 
bursary would take place at the April meeting. Various other items of correspondence were brought 
to the members’ attention.

The formal 83rd Annual Meeting of the Kennington WI then took place. The President read her 
address, followed by the report from the Treasurer and then the Secretary’s report on behalf of the 
Committee. Mrs June Maine had volunteered to join the Committee and was welcomed by the 
President.  The winner of the Rose Brooks cup was presented to Mrs  Tilston. Mrs Enock came 
second and Mrs Beyer was third.

As our scheduled speakers for the evening were both unwell  we were very fortunate that  Mrs 
Christine Whild had agreed to come along, at very short notice, and talk to us about the Traditions 
of Easter. Mrs  Whild guided us through the history of the days from Shrove Tuesday to Easter 
Sunday with customs and sayings. She also displayed some lovely decorated eggs she had and 
explained the ideas behind their origin.

Mrs Benford gave the vote of thanks to the speaker.

At our next meeting on Wednesday, 8th April there will be a talk on the History of Kennington. The 
competition will be ‘a photograph or piece of memorabilia of Kennington’.

Any ladies who live or are visitors to the village are most welcome to join us in April at 7:15pm in 
the Village Centre.

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update

We are investigating a burned out car on Sandford Lane on Wednesday 4th March around 8:55 p.m. 
Would anyone with information please call the Police Non-Emergency Hotline on 0845 8 505 505.

Also the hunt is still on for anyone interested in joining or coordinating a Neighbourhood Watch 
scheme, these prove highly effective in the fight against crime and do not take up as much time you 
may think, if you or someone you know think you may be interested, please call the same number 
0845 8 505 505.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Team (Kennington and Radley) 0845 8 505 505 0800 555 111
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library. The Kennington Library also has a colour A4-size copy for those who 
prefer a larger size.

On our website, www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk, you can find colour A4-sized archives of the 
Chronicle from July 2008 on our website—go to On-line Archives.

You can also find  extra articles too large or too late for publication on-line—go to  On-line 
Extras. New since last month: Oxfordshire Museum.

The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for  births, weddings, thank-you’s and  bereavements.  
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. Submissions to the Editor (page 41).
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KADS Hunchback of Notre Dame

KADS says a very big thank you to everybody who came to watch our 2009 panto The Hunchback 
of Notre Dame (Quasimodo a go-go). We hoped you enjoyed watching it as much as we enjoyed 
performing it.

Due to a combination of the first night’s takings and your wonderful generosity, we are able to 
donate the fantastic total of £2,340 to the The British Acoustic  Neuroma Association. We will be 
presenting a cheque to the local branch ASAP.

Tickets are now available for our next production The Darling Buds of May. Please see the flyer in 
this month’s Chronicle for more information.

— James Mansfield, Chairman KADS

Kennington History Society

It was a near record attendance for the Society’s March meeting, the eagerly awaited visit of Linda 
Haynes, an archivist from the Oxfordshire Records Office, who gave illustrated talk entitled ‘The 
Shipton-on-Cherwell Railway Disaster—Christmas Eve 1874.’ This intriguing presentation was 
based on the extensive research completed by the county archivists in connection with a recent 
exhibition  staged by  the  Records  Office  about  the  accident,  which  at  that  time was the  worst 
national rail disaster. It was interesting to see how the enquiry into the causes of the accident helped 
to improve future rail safety.

Earlier in March the Society participated in the excellent Kennington Library Festival, held in the 
Village Centre to mark World Book Day. Apart from selling a large number of our publications the 
Stand received many visits from villagers interested in the things we do. The Festival also proved a 
useful opportunity to meet and talk with representatives of the neighbouring Radley History Club 
about matters of common interest.

‘this month’

This month’s event, which will be held on Monday 20th April 2009 at 7:45pm in the Methodist 
Church, will see the early return of one the Society’s most popular speakers, Martin Way, who is 
to give an illustrated talk entitled  ‘Glimmer in the Dark: A Celebration of Anglo-Saxton Art &  
Craftsmanship.’

‘next month’

In a change to our published programme, on  Monday 18th May 2009  at  7:45pm in our usual 
venue,  Roger Jenking will talk about an incident which, due to the date, has been the subject of 
articles in the press, ‘The 1009 Burning of Oxford by the Danes.’

History Society talks are Free to Members with Visitors Welcome at a cost of £2.50.

As reported last month the Annual Coach Trip this year will be to Gloucester and will take place 
on Thursday 24th September 2009. In the Cathedral, where Henry III was crowned, there is the 
shrine of Edward II. Robert Curthose, eldest son of William the Conqueror, and brother of Henry I 
and William II (Rufus), is buried there.

Full details of the visit and the booking arrangements will be given next month but the cost has 
been agreed at  £10.00  for  Members  and  £12.00  for  Non-Members. Watch this space and book 
early to avoid disappointment.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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Chronicle Contributions

Do you have an organisation or event based in Kennington? The Kennington Chronicle is a great 
way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article and maybe even a picture! 
It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.

Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting Kennington-related news 
articles to the Editor!

Queries and submissions to Paddy Landau, The Editor, 29 Colley Wood, OX1 5NF, 
Chronicle@Landau.ws. Advertisements to Mark Horseman, 9 Manor Grove, OX1 5QY

When submitting articles to the Chronicle, please “Remember to Provide a Contact 
Phone or Email” in case of problems!

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
mailto:Chronicle@Landau.ws
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Village Diary
April & May 2009

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mondays
Thursdays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am

Tuesdays
Thursdays

Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am

Thursdays Toy Library — fortnightly only (07966 417560) Kennington Playgroup 11 am–12:30 pm
Fridays Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

April 2009
Wed 1 Kennington Link WI: Pets as Therapy Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 4
Kennington Cancer Cake Sale & Easter Egg Tombola Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Tue 7 Parish Council Planning Meeting Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 8 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm

Thu 9
Maundy Thursday Communion Methodist Church 7:30 pm
Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Fri 10
Good Friday Faith Walk, followed by… Start at the War Memorial 11:15 am

… Good Friday Service Methodist Church 12 noon
Mon 13 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 14 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 15 Horticultural Society: The Lazy Gardener Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 19
Service

Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

KOA Service St Swithun’s Church 6:30 pm
Mon 20 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 21 Trefoil Guild “My Button Box” Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Sun 26 United Choirs: Haydn Nelson Mass & Mozart Requiem St Swithun’s Church 3 pm
Mon 27 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 28 Parish Council Planning Meeting Village Centre 8 pm

Thu 30
Trefoil Guild

Trip to Avoncourt Museum & Evesham Country Park

May 2009

Sat 2
Horticultural Society Plant Sale St Swithun’s Church 10 am–12 noon
KOA Sponsored Knit Edith Court

Sat 9 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Sun 10 KOA Guided Walk (ring Ray King 735864)
Mon 11 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 12 Coffee Morning Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 13 Kennington WI “The Kray Twins” Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 14 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 16 Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Mon 18 Kennington History “Burning of Oxford by the Danes” Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Tue 19
Trefoil Guild Plant Sale Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 20 Kennington WI Coffee Morning Methodist Hall 10:30am–12noon
Mon 25 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Wed 27 Horticultural Society: New Zealand Plants and Habitat Village Centre 7:30 pm
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