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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Vicar
The Rev Terence Smith has now retired and until a new vicar is appointed please contact 
Isabel the churchwarden.

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwarden
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739634

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Sunday School 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service 10:30 am

Choir Mondays 6:30 pm

St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent
4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm

Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service & Baptisms 10:30 am

4th & 5th Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 am
Evening Service 6:30 pm

Wednesday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Churchwardens

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings................................................................................................01235 854780
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Del Delaney 1810.......................08458 505505
County Councillor Bob Johnston..........bob.johnston@oxfordshire.gov.uk..............01865 730209
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
The Spring Bank Holiday is on May 25th, and no doubt when it is back to work time, many will say, 

“Ah well, all good things must come to an end.” But there are two special holy days in the church this 
month—Ascension Day on May 25th and the Day of Pentecost or Whit Sunday on May 31st. At this time 
you can almost hear the disciples saying very much the same thing. They had travelled with Jesus for 
three wonderful years and shared days of laughter, excitement and friendship, all filling a deep spiritual 
need. They must have thought that this was as good as it gets, and then he was executed and they were 
full of dread that it all had ended. They were surprised in later days to see him again, and that was good, 
and they were no longer afraid of dying because they could see that there was something better to come.

Forty days after Jesus died he ascended to heaven, but not before he had laid on something special for 
the disciples, to let them know that this time they would not be seeing him in the flesh again. For the next 
ten days they tried to believe that Jesus was still there, and no doubt their anticipation of Jesus as the 
Messiah was in their minds. They wondered if the time of waiting was drawing to a close. Marathon 
runners say once the finishing line is in sight they disregard all pain and shortness of breath. So time is an 
important question for people coming to the close of a great task.

Would they have to wait until they died to see him again? Ten days later they found Jesus was alive in 
each and every one of them and he gave them words of assurance. At Pentecost he tells them they will 
receive the “Holy Spirit power.” Peter the tongue-tied fisherman discovered a gift for public speaking. 
John, who wanted to call down thunder and lightning found compassion. Stephen found he was able to 
counter-argue the Greek educated intellectuals in the temples. Philip found he healed mad people, and 
later, the great public prosecutor Saul of Tarsus was convinced that Jesus was alive. Jesus also gave them 
the task of bearing witness from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. The Holy Spirit still supplies power, 
not just for one or two people, but for all believers, and as a community of faith we are stronger and more 
effective. This was surely as good as it gets.

By now the disciples must have been filled with awe. We have all at times been awestruck; when we 
have come across a gnarled, thousand year old tree, or seen a great canyon or looked through a telescope 
at the stars for the first time. At the time of the Ascension and Pentecost the disciples must have sensed a 
feeling of awe as a frightening, fascinating, mystery of the holiness of God. Their time of waiting was 
over.

Like the disciples, we are stewards, and our terms of service have no exact time line. We are called to 
make our witness day by day until God tells us that our time is complete. When St Francis of Assisi was 
hoeing his garden a young man asked what he would do if he found out that he was to die soon. He 
answered “I would continue to cultivate my garden,” and that is what we must do.

All good things may come to an end, but there are often better things waiting for us. We must trust 
Jesus and look inside our hearts, and with his help we can learn to treat our friends and neighbours, and 
even those we do not especially like with love. With the support and fellowship of the church we are also 
empowered to do what God has called us to do.

— Gerry Bowen Thomas
Services in May:
3rd May 9:30 am Parish Communion

Priest: Tony Johnson
24th May 9:00 am

10:30 am
Said Communion
Family Service

6:30 pm Compline 6:30 pm Compline
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10th May 9:30 am Parish Communion
Priest: Teresa Morgan

31st May Pentecost
10:30 am Parish Communion…

6:30 pm Compline … followed by a celebration lunch.
All very welcome.

17th May 9:30 am Parish Communion 6:30 pm Compline
6:30 pm Compline

Children are very welcome at all of our services.

Family Service 10:30am on May 24th. This is a short friendly service (about ½ an hour) of songs, 
prayers and a short talk, all orientated around young children. There will be a baptism at this service. 
Please join us for this happy occasion if you can.

The mid-week communion services are at 10:30am on Wednesdays. Please do come along and 
join us if you can.

See the website for up-to-date details: www.stswithunskennington.org

Please pray for:
The sick:  Sue Moles, Joan Caddick, Derek Copcutt, James, George and Nan Whaley, Jenny Peachy, Ken 
Smith and Peter Hooper.
The residents of Kennington.
The ‘Living Faith’ initiative and the Prayer Partnership.
St Swithun’s Church as we seek to discover the way forward.
May the eyes of the Father behold us
May the hands of the Saviour uphold us
May the arms of the Spirit enfold us. Amen
At the time of writing this we have prepared the advert for the new Associate Priest for Kennington and 
hope to interview at the beginning of June. Pray that a candidate will come forward who will help St 
Swithun’s fulfil its potential.
The community: St Swithun's School and nursery, and all those who teach. The Parish Council.  All 
health professionals working in Kennington, including those working at the Health Centre, the Dentist 
and in peoples homes. St Swithun's Guild, the two homes in the parish, those living at Edith Court , the 
other churches and organisations.
The World: All the areas of the world where people are suffering whether as a result of famine, war or 
natural disasters. We think especially of the people of, Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan and the Middle East. 
Africa, especially those in Zimbabwe and Darfur. Pray for all those who work for peace, democracy and 
justice.
The work of the Church in the world. The Queen.

Time to Chill: Thursday 14th May, 7:30pm in the Church Hall. Do you ever get stressed and find 
it hard to find time to unwind? This evening offer a chance to look at, and try out, a variety of different 
ways of relaxing and enjoying silence.

TALLOW. The next meeting will be on 6th May at 6:45pm in Church. Everybody is very welcome to 
join us for one of these meetings. It is an opportunity to sit quietly for a short time, listening to the music, 
prayers and meditation.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to pray, meditate or simply sit and 
relax in God’s presence. We keep nothing of value on the Church premises.

Christ Church Cathedral routinely makes a charge for visiting, but this charge is waived 
for residents of the Diocese. If you would like to take advantage of this concession, application 
forms for free passes are available on the table at the back of the Church.

— Isabel Baggott
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Kennington Methodist Church

Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Telephone:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Church Office: Telephone:
Wesley Memorial Church 01865 243216
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH

SERVICES FOR MAY

Morning Worship will be held each Sunday at 10.30 a.m.

Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday May 17th at 10:30 a.m.

The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.

The Circuit Service will be held at Lime Walk Methodist Church, Headington, 
on Sunday May 17th at 6:30 p.m.

PREACHERS FOR MAY AT 10.30 a.m. WILL BE:

May 3rd The  Minister,  the  Revd.  Rosemary  Davies. This  service  will  include  the 
Sacrament of Holy Baptism of Sebastian Biddulph.

May 10th CHRISTIAN AID WEEK. Jan Grimwood, from Tackley.

May 17th The  Minister,  the  Revd.  Rosemary  Davies. This  service  will  include  the 
Sacrament  of  Holy Communion, and will  be a  service of  Commissioning of 
Church Stewards and Pastoral Visitors.

May 24th SUNDAY  AFTER  ASCENSION  DAY  AND  ALDERSGATE  SUNDAY. 
Dr. Neville Shepherd, from Headington.

May 31st PENTECOST. Dr. Julie Todd, from Islip.

EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other 
activities. The  CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at  10 a.m. each Sunday morning, 
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

OTHER DATES FOR MAY

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday
MAY 12th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the
Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Continued…
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Sunday
MAY 17th

The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise for Mon Choisy Elderly Persons 
Home at 3 p.m. and Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 3:45 p.m.

Thursday
MAY 21st

Ecumenical Study Group at 8 St Swithun’s Road at 2:30 p.m.

Thursday
MAY 28th

Faith in the Modern World. “Christianity and Judaism”
Church of the Good Shepherd at 8 p.m.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist  Church Hall  in  Upper Road on  TUESDAY, MAY 12th from  10 a.m. 
onwards. This will be many bargains. All the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out’.

The April Coffee Morning raised £140.57.
The June Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday, June 9th at 10 a.m.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

The Kennington  & District  United  Church Choirs  have  yet  to  give their  Spring Concert  in  St 
Swithun’s Parish Church when this report was written. Therefore the financial details are not yet 
available—we will give them next month.

The Choirs are now starting rehearsals of “Iolanthe” by Gilbert & Sullivan for five performances 
in June and July. Rehearsals are held every  Friday evening in the  Methodist Church in  Upper 
Road starting at 7:45 p.m. and ending at 10 p.m. prompt. If you enjoy singing and making new 
friends,  we would be delighted to  see you any Friday evening.  There are  no auditions  and no 
subscriptions.  Library copies  are  available.  You will  be  made most  welcome.  All  details  from 
Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885, or trevor@cowlett.co.uk

Churches Together in Kennington

Not so many years ago in Garstang, a town just off the M6 
between  Preston  and  Lancaster,  some  people  were 
persuaded to  clear  out  a  disused room in the Methodist 
Chapel and see if they could sell a few fairly traded goods. 
Their speculative effort was so successful that it became the 
start  of  what  we  now  know  as  ‘FAIRTRADE’.  Friends  at 
Kennington  Churches  Together  learnt  of  this  excellent  example  of 
‘seizing every opportunity’ during the week in which this discussion was part of a most successful 
Lent  series,  ‘What does the Bible  say about  changing the world?’ In other  weeks the course 
challenged us to consider fighting injustice,  living compassionately,  giving graciously,  working 
together, and walking in hope. All of these proved relevant alternative options to some that are 
suggested by the media in general for dealing with the difficult ordinariness of our world of today. 
We found the bible has much to say in these areas of everyday life, words that are as useful a guide 
in our age as they would have been in the centuries in which the bible was written. The course was 
well attended, and those who contributed to the voluntary collection will be pleased that £88 was 
sent to the Methodist Relief and Development Fund.

On Good Friday morning, putting ‘working together’ into practice, the three churches as a united 
fellowship met once again for a ‘walk of witness’ in a part of the village. This walk paused from 
time to time on a circular route between the war memorial and the Methodist Church for short 
periods of reading and praise, culminating in an ecumenical service in the Methodist Church.

We look forward to making further progress with our series of discussions  Faith in the Modern 
World at a meeting in the Good Shepherd Headway Room on Thursday 28th May from 8–9pm. This 
will be the first of two meetings exploring Judaism and its interaction with the world of today. At 
this meeting the purpose is to consider Judaism from our individual perspectives in preparation to 
hearing from Rabbi Norman Solomon on 25th June. Please note that 25th June is a change of date  
from 18th June advertised earlier. We welcome those of any religion or none to these meetings. As 
society becomes more multi-cultural, to try to understand how we are best able to live together, and 
the positive ways in which our various faiths can best contribute to this, seems a discipline well 
worth undertaking.

In May The Way of the Cross monthly bible study discussion and prayer is on Thursday 21st at 
2.30 pm at 8 St. Swithun’s Road. The group will focus on ‘The Way of Commitment’ using John 21 
12–19 as the bible passage to stimulate discussion. Newcomers are always very welcome at these 
meetings.

— Roy King
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Kennington Library Newsletter
May is the month with more sun and longer days, and so we all start to think about the summer 
breaks or even closer to bank holiday Mondays 4th and 25th (the library will be closed).

So what do to? … Where to go? …

Why not visit your local library first!

We have lots of information at your disposal either to consult, e.g.  Hudson’s “Historic Houses & 
Gardens,” or to take away, from local leaflets “Pendon Museum” to “Didcot Railway Centre” to 
further afield “The Roald Dahl Museum and Story Centre” near Aylesbury or “Windsor Castle.”

Have a look at the Local Studies shelves, as they are packed with ideas for all ranges of ability and 
taste.

If you’re thinking of a holiday aboard this year, you may also consider learning or improving your 
knowledge of the language. There again the library shelves can help. We not only have a travel 
section but also language CD’s and phrase books to borrow, from 75p to £1.50 for 3 weeks. If the 
country or the language you desire is not our shelves, you can reserve it from the catalogue and 
then pick it up from Kennington library.

A bit of pre-planning always pays off, and that is also true to library catalogue books/language pack 
requests; a request will take a week, or more if the item you want is already out on loan.

Events in May for your dairy

• Wed 6th “Let’s Talk about Books” (see below).

• Sat 16th “Book Swap” 10 am to 12 noon,  Westway Centre,  Botley,  organised by the 
Oxford Children’s Book Group. Bring a book to swap or buy a voucher. A great 
annual event with a wide selection of books in good condition available for all 
ages.

• Wed 20th “Rhymetimes” (page 23).

We are looking forward to your visit, and we will always do our best to answer your questions. If 
we can’t, then we know someone who can—libraryanswersdirect@oxfordshire.gov.uk or by phone 
0845 600 3119. This free public service is open full time, so you do not need us to be open to find 
the answer to your question.

Have great spring!
— Dominique and staff

Kennington Library Tel. 01865 730763. www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

“Let’s Talk about Books”

Kennington Library invites you to our “Let’s Talk about Books” mornings!

Wednesday 6th May from 10:30 a.m.

11:00 a.m. — A talk by Local Historian Robert Sephton

“How to Research Information about S P Grundy”

Would-be writer of  biographies, don’t miss it!

Tea and coffee kindly provided by the Friends of  Kennington Library.

For more information, contact Kennington Library 01865 730763
or visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Kennington Women’s Institute Coffee Morning

KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

invites you to a

COFFEE MORNING

at the

Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington

on

WEDNESDAY, 20th MAY — 10:30am–12 noon

Coffee/Tea and cake – £1.00

RAFFLE - SALES TABLE

ALL VERY WELCOME

Car Boot Sale—Kennington Scouts

Kennington Scouts are trying to raise money to improve 
our grounds. We have a wonderful new roof, toilets & 
shower,  and  we  are  working  now  on  our  outdoor 
environment.  We  hope  to  buy  all-weather  outdoor 
seating and more play equipment.

Pitches £7 each (Sellers)—8 am Set-Up

Free Entry (Buyers) — 9 am

Sunday May 10th

Forest Side, Kennington, OX1 5LQ

Call Maria to book a pitch 01865 421671

Kennington Parish Council—Vacancy

There is a vacancy on Kennington Parish Council for a councillor to serve until May 
2011. This vacancy will be filled by co-option at the next meeting on Thursday 14th 

May.

Therefore anyone who is an elector living in the village and would be interested in 
joining the Parish Council  should apply in writing by Tuesday 12th May. In their 
application  they  should  provide  background  information  on  themselves  and  the 
reason they would like to serve on the Parish Council.

Please  send  applications  to  the  Clerk,  Mrs  Pam  Johnston,  102  Kennington  Road, 
Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE by 12th May 2009.
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Charles and Cecillie Swaisland

When some people reach retirement age, they put their feet up, watch the TV and potter in the 
garden. Others save for luxury cruises, but that is not adventurous enough for Charles and Cecillie 
Swaisland. They are happy to discover Alaska, in their eighties, even if it means sleeping in cabin 
bunk beds!

It is hard to imagine anyone in Kennington who has not come across their activities on village 
committees, organising a litter blitz, collecting donations at the village fête and on the KOA house 
to house collection. I must not forget to mention cake, for Cecillie is a champion baker in quality 
but, amazingly, also in quantity. She has been known to make seventy for one event! The reason for 
this energetic activity is that Charles and Cecillie Swaisland are people who say ‘yes’ and not ‘no’ 
when asked to help. So if you attended the recent library festival, you will have met Charles on the 
reception desk and Cecillie reading from her latest book. They said ‘yes’, too, when approached to 
be election monitors for the first democratic election in South Africa when Nelson Mandela became 
president.  They  were  two  among  sixteen  volunteers  sent  by  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 
Cecillie was posted in Durban and Charles 
in  Pietermaritzburg.  Cecillie  showed 
steadfast courage when she stood in front 
of a man in the firing line during an angry 
dispute  following  some  violence.  As 
Quakers,  they  are  willing  to  put 
themselves at risk for the sake of peace.

In  Charles’s  career,  he  had  a  role  often 
depicted on TV programmes. As a District 
Officer in Nigeria from 1949 to 1963, the 
buck for everything stopped with him. He 
was in charge of the police force and was 
sheriff,  magistrate  and  prison  governor. 
From there the family moved to the lovely island of Mauritius where Charles was Professor of 
Public Administration. Their next posting was rather more arduous, Southern Sudan.

Returning to the UK, Cecillie researched for her M. Litt. in Oxford and lectured in Social Science 
at Birmingham University. After retiring in 1983, she continued to work two days a week as a 
voluntary archivist at the Bodleian, and embarked on a writing career publishing three books on 
Southern Africa. When she volunteered to write about the 40 years of the Women’s Corona Service, 
the information arrived in 13 crates! She ploughed through them because she felt that the journeys 
and role of single working women, in the British Empire of the nineteenth and twentieth century, 
were written out of history, and she wanted to remedy that. Her latest book is based on the letters 
from the battlefront of a great uncle from her native Scunthorpe in Lincolnshire.

Charles has a passion for steam engines large and small: the small being at the Pendon Museum in 
Long Wittenham, where he is Honorary Curator. Pendon is a model of the Vale of White Horse in 
the thirties. and that is the subject of Cecillie’s latest research.

Last  year  Kennington  Overseas  Aid  made  Charles  Honorary  Life  President,  and  I  hope  that 
everyone reading this  will  understand why we are  inspired  by this  truly remarkable  duo.  This 
feature is just a finger-dip into their lives and history.

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
Please remember to fill in the Kennington Diary (in the Post Office)

and send us your entries for both July and August in time for the July edition.
Deadlines: 10th June for adverts and 15th June for articles.
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Fun Dog Show—Kennington Scouts

Book ahead to guarantee a place—01865 321200

Kennington Health Walks

Have you recently been ill?
Are you managing a long term health problem?

As you will  see from the posters around the village,  Kennington 
Health Walks will be offering another series of gentle starter walks 

designed  to  help  you  gain  strength  and  confidence.  They  will  be 
supported by two trained walk leaders. The walks will last no longer than half an 

hour.  We will  be walking in Kennington,  and the walks will  include the more accessible open 
spaces in the village.

This walk is aimed for those who would like to walk, but are not sure how far or fast they can go. If 
you have just had a hip or knee replacement, they should help you to become mobile again; if you 
are recovering from any other illness, hopefully they will help you to feel better.

Where: Meet at the Health Centre Car Park
near the play area opposite the Tandem.

When: 10am Mondays starting 11th May 2009
(except Monday 25th May) and continuing until the end of July.

All you have to do is turn up on the day—
no need to let us know you are coming.

If you would like to know more, please ring Eileen 01865 739173 or Rosemary 01865 735419.

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update

We are starting to see some results with the Neighbourhood watch appeal. This would be a good 
time to join or coordinate a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. It doesn’t take as much time as you 
might think. If you are interested, please call us on 0845 8 505 505.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
0845 8 505 505 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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Beer Tent

Best in Show wins a Trophy

£2 per entry
Sunday May 10th

Forest Side, Kennington, OX1 5LQ
Judged by Lynne Davies of

BBC Dog Borstal

Categories include
• Waggiest tail
• Dog most like owner
• Best walk to heel
• Best trick
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Kennington Uncovered
Thursday 21st–Monday 25th May

This year, for the first time a group of local artists will 
be exhibiting in St Swithun’s Church Hall, for Oxford 
Artweeks. Ten artists will be showcasing their work 
during Artweeks, Thursday 21st to Bank Holiday Monday 25th inclusive, 12 noon until 6 pm every 
day, with wine and nibbles 6–8 pm on Thursday to celebrate the opening.

There will  be a  mix of  familiar  exhibitors—Natalie  and Lisa  Ellett,  Heather  Saunders,  and Heidi 
Fletcher, who have exhibited during previous Artweeks—and some new faces.

Organisers Natalie and Heidi wanted to put Kennington on the Artweeks map, making a community 
event. “There are a lot of talented artists who have wanted to contribute to Artweeks, 
but have been unsure about doing it on their own. We thought it would be great to 
work together and make  Artweeks in Kennington an event that would be fun and 
accessible for everybody.” St Swithun’s Church Hall, an attractive building which 
sits at the heart of the village, is used for the logo.

Throughout  Artweeks there will  be a café area, with tea,  coffees and home-made  
cakes, and daily children’s activities. Everybody is welcome, and contributions go 
towards the Church Hall, so come along and enjoy the atmosphere, with a chance to  
purchase original art direct from the artists.

Exhibitors: Natalie  Ellett combines a variety of media and simple printing 
techniques  (screen,  lino,  block)  layering  them together  to  create  individual 
collaged pieces.
Heather Saunders makes felt designs in vibrant colours. Her felt is hand made 
from merino wool. Surface decoration is applied using wool fibres, silk and 
synthetic threads, acrylic inks and digital image transfer.
Lisa Ellett creates jolly images incorporating embroidery and appliqué. Much 
of her work utilises recycled materials. She also makes bunting, brooches and 
cards.
Chris  Rimmer is  a photographer who likes to find simple graphic images in ordinary objects and 
scenes.
Heidi  Fletcher uses  digital  techniques  to  produce  interesting  pictures  of  the  traditional  Oxford 
cityscape. This year she has explored different ways of creating art from old family photographs. She 
also creates a variety of felt designs.
Lisa Scott-Russell,  using buttons,  aims to create pictures to stir up memories of button boxes, the 
colours, shapes and textures discovered inside.
Hazel Gearing is inspired by the places that she has travelled to, and works mostly from her own 
photographs taken on these journeys, with particular attention paid to landscape, flora and fauna. She 
works in watercolours, coloured pencils, and inks.
Bella  Wakefield uses  traditional  silversmithing  techniques  to  create  hand  crafted  sterling  silver 
jewellery.
Jessica McHugh produces largely portrait work using mainly acrylics on canvas. Her focus is targeted 
at the exploration of structure and colour to provide expression and emotion.

Jennifer Courtney works in a mix of media—landscapes, life painting, oils, 
acrylics, pastels. She is currently most interested in land and seascapes.
Full portfolios of each of artist from www.kenningtonartists.co.uk. Details 
will also be available in the Artweeks catalogue, which will be available 
from the library.
Also see Oxford Artweeks on page 19.
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Oxford Artweeks
‘Intergenerational Art’

An exhibition by the Monday Art group and Kennington Playgroup, in the
Community Room and Playgroup (Old School Buildings, St Swithun’s School).

Monday 18th May 2–4
Friday 22nd May 12–6
Saturday 23rd May 12–6

Free Artweeks guides available from your local library (Site № 337).
More information at www.artweeks.org

Kennington Horticultural Society—Forthcoming Events
Newsletter: May 2009 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

May Saturday 2nd: Plant Sale: St Swithun’s Church Hall & grounds.10am to 12noon.

If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock-down prices then come along to our 
plant sale.  A limited number of tables  are  available at  £8.00 each.  Tables  must be 
booked  in  advanced  with  Alison  on  730961  and  are  available  to  members  only. 
Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.

May Wednesday 27th. Village Centre at 7:30pm

Illustrated talk by Marilyn Farr: New Zealand plants & their habitats.
Admission £2.00. Refreshments complimentary.

June Tuesday  23rd: Evening  garden  visit  to  the  walled  garden,  Wormsley Estate, 
Stokenchurch,  6:30–9:30pm.  Cost  £10.00  each  including  nibbles.  Meet  in  Health 
Centre car park at 5:30pm. Own vehicles to travel in convoy. Transport available for 
those who need it. Bookings to the treasurer on 730961. Please make payment by 1st 

June.

July Saturday 18th:

Coach outing, to Bateman’s Sussex. Home of Rudyard Kipling.
Bateman’s is a beautiful Jacobean mansion built in 1634, as well as being the family 
home of the Kiplings from 1902 to 1939. The interior of the house reflects the author’s 
strong association with the East. There are no guided tours.

Garden

The six-acre garden comprises both formal and wild areas, and forms a perfect setting 
for the house. Its varied features include a rose garden, a pond with exotic fish, an 
extensive herb border, a pear arch, fine lawns with a double row of pleached limes, and 
a walled garden with herbaceous and climbing plants adjacent to the Tea Room. The 
River Dudwell runs through the southern part of the property amongst a profusion of 
flowering trees and grasses.

Bookings can be made for the above outing by telephoning the treasurer on 730961. 
The all-inclusive cost is £19.50. National Trust members are admitted free, therefore 
only the coach fare will apply, which is £13.40. The coach will depart Manor Grove at 
0815 am, yes, 8:15am, calling at bus stops through the village. Our visit will coincide 
with  a  local  craft  fare  being  held  in  the  garden  ground at  no  extra  charge.  Time 
permitted, we may be able to squeeze an hour’s visit to Brighton on the way home. 
Please make payment by 1st July.
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Summer Fair—St Swithun’s School

Saturday 16th May, 12–3:30 pm

St Swithun’s School

Treasure Hunt
Bouncy Slide

Water Pistol Shooting
Beer Tent
Tombola

What Will You Win?

Kennington Link WI
April 2009 Meeting

There was a very special guest at the April meeting—our Speaker, Mrs Amy Bracey, 
had brought along her ‘Pets as Therapy’ dog named Holly. Pets as Therapy (PAT) is a 
charity that was started in 1984. We heard that although the dogs may be any breed, 
they have to be at least 9 months old, so they will already have lost some of their 
bounce before they become a PAT dog. Owners of these very sociable dogs visit homes 
for the elderly, schools and hospitals. It was interesting to learn that Amy and Holly visit 
a nursing home each week, also the John Radcliffe where they go to see stroke victims. 
This is said to reduce stress, lower blood pressure and aid recovery. Holly obviously loves all the 
attention she gets and it was a pleasure to have her with us for the afternoon.

Mrs Mollie Clarke thanked the speaker for her talk, and echoed everyone’s thoughts as she said 
“Holly had charmed us all.”

Another visitor we were pleased to welcome was Mrs Christine Wilde. She was presented with a 
cheque for £l65, which would be passed onto the Alzheimer’s Club in Abingdon. This money had been 
raised at our recent coffee morning, and Mrs Wilde told of the valuable work undertaken by the club, 
helping 70 people a week with different stages of dementia.

Earlier, the meeting had been opened by the President, who thanked all who had helped prepare for 
the afternoon, especially Rosalie Whiteley and Gerry Bowen Thomas.

The Annual Meeting held in March had been attended by the President, who gave a comprehensive 
report on the proceedings. Members had been reminded of the forthcoming tea party tor the 90+ year-
olds at Horton-cum-Studley, and reference was made to the three speakers: A Police Inspector from 
West Berkshire, Dr Sarah Thomas the Bodleian Librarian, and Sheila Dibnah who spoke on her ‘Life 
with Fred.’

Members were shown a sample of rag rug-making, which the President had made at the Denman 
Dabble Day. The lovely spring bouquet that graced the President’s table had been donated by Mrs 
Mary Willett and was presented to Mrs Joan Bowen Thomas.

The next meeting will be on May 6th when the RESOLUTIONS will be discussed.

21

Majorettes

Penalty Shoot-Out

BBQ
Fairy Cake 
Competition Beer Tent

Pony Rides

Raffle
Win a Computer
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Kennington Athletic Football Club

Annual General Meeting
Sunday 7 th June, 8:00 p.m. at Kennington Social Club

The following positions will be vacant:

Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer

In order for the club to register with leagues prior to next season, these roles NEED to be filled.

In addition, we are also looking for volunteers for club fundraising—another vital role for the club.

The club celebrated its 40th year of existence last year, and we have approximately 140 boys and 
girls registered, making it one of the largest organisations in the village, so please consider whether 
you can help to take the club forward.

The committee would therefore be grateful if anyone who is interested in taking on one of these 
roles  could  put  their  name  forward  to  the  outgoing  Secretary,  Maria  Croad,  33  The  Avenue, 
Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PP, telephone 01865 736220.

Thank you
The KAFC Committee

Rhymetimes at Kennington Library

Wednesday 20th May, 10:30–11:00 a.m.
This time the theme is “Spring favourites” in English and French 
too…

The Librarian welcomes all  the young families with babies and 
toddlers, to sing along with her.

Come and have a lot of fun! Once a Month Only!

Do not miss it
Kennington library, Kennington Village Centre, Tel. 01865 730 763

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library. The Kennington Library also has a colour A4-size copy for those who 
prefer a larger size.

On our website, www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk, you can find colour A4-sized archives of the 
Chronicle from July 2008 on our website — go to On-line Archives.

You can also find extra articles too large or too late for publication on-line — go to  On-line 
Extras.  New since last month: Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,  Oxford Museum,  SeeSaw 
Summer May Fair.
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Parish Council Matters

April 2009 Meeting

The Clerk had received notification from the Vale 
on 6th April 2009 that there was no request for an 
election for the vacancy for a Parish Councillor. 
Therefore  the  Parish  Council  could  fill  the 
vacancy by co-option. It was agreed to advertise 
the vacancy in the Chronicle and on the web site, 
and the decision as to who is appointed will be on 
14th May. If you are interested please contact the 
Clerk for more details.

Since  the  article  last  month  in  the  Kennington 
Chronicle,  the  Clerk  had  received  seven 
comments via email or in person about the topic 
of  turning off  the street  lights  from 12:30am to 
5:30am. The people who contacted the Clerk lived 
in The Avenue, Colley Wood (2), Manor Grove, 
Bagley  Close,  Playfield  Road  and  Kennington 
Road. There were five people who were strongly 
against the idea on safety grounds. The other two 
considered  that  a  partial  switch  off  might  be 
possible. There was a discussion about the options 
that the Parish Council might recommend to the 
County Council. It was felt that most of the side 
roads  were  not  well  lit.  There  was  a  view that 
Kennington  Road  and  The  Avenue  could  have 
reduced  illumination  without  any  risk  to  road 
safety. Therefore it was agreed to ask the County 
Council if they would be prepared to have a six 
months trial of switching off 50% of the lights in 
Kennington  Road  and  The  Avenue  between 
12:30am and 5:30am subject to consultation with 
the police.

There had been one comment of support for the 
idea of establishing a No Cold Calling Zone in the 
village from someone living in Colley Wood. The 
Clerk had spoken to the PCSO  Adi Wright who 
was supportive. The topic was originally raised by 
a resident living in Forest Side. Members decided 
there  was  insufficient  support  to  be  able  to 
continue with this idea.

The decision to award a contract to clean the bus 
shelters  was  delayed  because,  when  the  tenders 
were examined, the cost for a monthly clean was 
excessive. It was agreed to ask the two contractors 
who  had  submitted  bids  for  revised  cost  for 
cleaning them every three months.

It  had  been  noted  that  there  were  very  few 
planning applications being processed by the Vale.

This had led to a number of planning meetings 
being cancelled.

A request  for  a  new  litter  bin  at  the  Poplar 
Grove end of the alley from 101 The Avenue to 
Poplar Grove has been approved.

STOP PRESS—EXCITING NEWS
The Parish Council was notified on 10th April 
that it had been successful with its application 
to  Oxfordshire  County  Council’s  Playbuilder 
fund, and has been awarded a  grant  of  up to 
£46,000 to  develop the play area at  Playfield 
Road playing fields. There were 32 applicants 
for the eleven grants available in the financial 
year  2009–2010.  This  is  an  excellent 
opportunity to  produce  a  fun and challenging 
play space for the young people in Kennington. 
Watch this space for more news of the project, 
which has to be completed by March 2010.

May
9th May Europe Day

June
2nd Coronation Day
10th Birthday of The Duke of Edinburgh
13th Official Celebration of Her Majesty’s 
Birthday

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
MAY 2009

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 14th May at 7:30pm.

The Parish `Office’ is on
Saturday 9th from 10 am to 11 am

The next Planning Committee, if there are 
plans to consider, is Tuesdays 19th at 8.00pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan, which may be within days 
of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk 
immediately if you want to make a comment. 
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the 
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are held in the Village Centre,
and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Women’s Institute WI
April Meeting

Mrs Palma, our President, welcomed everyone, including one new member, to the April meeting.
The flowers for the President’s table, provided by Mrs Harris, were given to Mrs Jean Fox.
Members were reminded that our coffee morning, on Wednesday, 20th May in the Methodist Church 

Hall was for much needed fundraising, and the committee would need help with this event.
The Abingdon Group Meeting will take place on Tuesday, 21st April at 7:30pm in the Village Centre. 

The  speaker  is  David  Hawkes,  MBE,  JP and  his  subject  will  be  “The  Turkoman”.  Tickets  can  be 
purchased on the door.

The annual summer outing will, in all probability, be to the National Memorial Arboretum, which is 
set within the National Forest of Staffordshire, and comprising 150 acres of trees and memorials devoted 
to the concept of Remembrance. It is the home of the Armed Forces Memorial, and opened in October 
2007. Some members indicated they would be interested in a visit, and more details will be available next 
month.

The President then introduced Mr George Ross who gave an interesting talk, with slides, about the 
History of Kennington. Some of the places shown and names mentioned brought back memories for 
members.

There  were  a  number  of  interesting  entries  in  the  competition  for  a  photograph  or  piece  of 
memorabilia of Kennington. The 1st prize was awarded to Mrs Karen Beyer, 2nd Mrs Sue Willbery and 3rd 

Mrs Yvonne Enock.
The draw for the bursary took place and Mrs Palma was pleased to announce that Miss Mourier was 

our lucky winner.
At our next meeting on Wednesday, 13th May, Prof. R Spiers will be giving a talk on The Kray Twins. 

Any ladies who live or are visitors to the village are most welcome to join us on 13th May at 7:15pm in 
the Village Centre.

Kennington History Society
As we go to press members are eagerly awaiting the return of one the History Society’s most 
popular previous speakers, Martin Way, who is to give an illustrated talk entitled ‘Glimmer in the 
Dark: A Celebration of Anglo-Saxton Art & Craftsmanship.’

‘this month’

In a change to our published programme, on Monday 18th May 2009 at 7:45pm in the Methodist 
Church, Oxford historian Roger Jenking will talk about an attack on the City which, due to the 
year, has been the subject of articles and letters in the Oxford Mail. The illustrated presentation is 
entitled ‘The 1009 Burning of Oxford by the Danes.’

‘next month’

Calling  all  ‘railway’ buffs,  on  Monday 15th June 2009 at  7:45pm,  in  our  usual  venue,  Max 
Wilkinson will  give  a  talk  entitled  ‘Harwich  for  the  Continent’ about  a  rail  journey  from 
Liverpool to the Coast covering the Engineering and Social History.

History Society talks are Free to Members with Visitors Welcome at a cost of £2.50.

As previously reported, the History Society’s Annual Coach Trip this year will be to Gloucester 
and will take place on Thursday 24th September 2009. The travel arrangements will be as before 
with the coach picking up from all the bus stops on the western side of the main roads through the 
village starting at  Manor Grove at  9:30am and returning to Kennington at around 7:00pm. The 
cost of the trip is £10.00 for Members and £12.00 for Non-Members. If you would like to book a 
seat  on the bus to Gloucester this can be done at  the next meeting or by contacting either the 
Chairman on 01865 739208 or the Treasurer on 01865 730321.

— George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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Kennington Toy Library—Closure
Due to lack of help, support, and demand over a long period, we have decided

with much regret and sadness to close the Kennington Toy Library.

All existing funds and toys will be donated to good causes within Kennington.

Kennington Health Centre
EXTENDED HOURS 
For the months of May and June 2009 our extra opening hours will be as follows.

N.B. All dates by appointment only
MAY

Saturday 9th 8:30–11:45 am
Saturday 16th 8:30–11:45 am
Monday 18th until 8:15 pm
Thursday 21st until 8:15 pm
Thursday 28th until 8:15 pm

JUNE
Monday 1st until 8:15 pm
Thursday 4th until 8:15 pm
Saturday 13th 8:30–11:45 am
Saturday 20th 8:30–11:45 am
Monday 22nd until 8:15 pm
Thursday 25th until 8:15 pm
Monday 29th until 8:15 pm

At all other times we will open as usual 8:30am–1pm, 2–6:30 pm

Please ring 01865 730911 for an appointment.

Refurbishment: Our refurbishment has very nearly finished; it has been a long four months. Thanks 
to all our patients for your understanding during this dusty and noisy time.

Did you know...
You can order your repeat prescription on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager
Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net

Kennington Overseas Aid

The KOA programme got  off  to  a  good start  with a  very successful  Cabaret  and Cardomoms 
evening in March. This is always a popular event and this year was no exception. Thanks are due to 
Val, Phil, Sylvia and their team of helpers, and all who contributed to the splendid meal, as well as 
the  entertainers  who  gave  us  a  very  enjoyable  evening.  Over  £1,000  was  raised,  which  is  a 
marvellous start to this year’s fundraising. It was good to have representatives from our charity, 
Cecily’s Fund, to join us, as well as friends from the Thembisa Trust and the Friends of  Bonou 
whom we have previously supported.

The programme continues in May with the Sponsored Knit on the 2nd and the Guided Walk on the 
10th.  Please  see  our  programme,  which  you  should  have  received  around now,  or  the  website 
www.koa.org.uk.

There are two events in June where help is still  needed. Saturday June 13th is the Grand Fête. 
Anyone able to help on a stall or with refreshments would be most welcome. Contact Eckhard 
Groth on 739229 or Lisa Scott Russell on 321401. Help is also needed on Sunday June 21st for the 
Fun Run and Walk. Contact Sylfest Muldal on 735995 or Eckhard Groth on 739229.

We hope to see you all at these events, where you will be sure to have a good time as well as 
helping young people in Zambia.

KOA Chairman: Sylvia Vetta (739071) Vice Chairman: Brenda Groth (739229)
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Village Diary
May & June 2009

May 2009

Sat 2
Horticultural Society—Plant Sale St Swithun’s Church 10 am–12 noon
KOA Sponsored Knit Edith Court

Wed 6 Kennington Link WI—NFWI Resolutions Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sat 9 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am

Sun 10
40th Oxon Scouts Car Boot Sale & Dog Show Forest Side

9 am open
11 am Dog show

KOA Guided Walk, 5 miles (ring 735864 or 739558) Marsh Baldon 1:30 pm
Mon 11 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 12 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 13 Kennington WI: “The Kray Twins” Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 14 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 16 Kennington Cancer Fund—Shoe Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Sun 17 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 18 Kennington History: “Burning of Oxford by the Danes” Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Tue 19
Trefoil Guild Plant Sale Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 20 Kennington WI Coffee Morning Methodist Hall 10:30 am–12
Thu 21 Ecumenical Study Group 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm
Mon 25 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Wed 27 Horticultural Society: New Zealand Plants and Habitat Village Centre 7:30 pm
Thu 28 Faith in the Modern World Good Shepherd Church 8 pm

June 2009
Wed 3 Kennington Link WI—Alexander Technique Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Fri 5 KOA Wine and Cheese (739229) 92 The Avenue
Sat 6 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Sun 7 Parish Coach Trip to Winchester Cathedral

Tue 9
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 10 Kennington WI Founder’s Day Party Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 11 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 13 Village Fête St Swithun’s 12 noon–3:30pm
Mon 15 History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 16 Trefoil Guild A112 Ambulance Charity Sale Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Sun 21 KOA Fun Run & Walk Forest Side 11 am
Tue 23 Horticultural Society Visit to Wormley Estate Stokenchurch 6:30–9 pm
Tue 30 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Chronicle Confounds

What is so fragile that just saying its name will break it?

Answer in next month’s Chronicle.

Answer to last month: You cannot make such a one-digit, 2-digit, 3-digit or 6-digit number. But you  
can make all other numbers from 4-digit to 13-digit, as follows: 1210, 21200, 3211000, 42101000,  
521001000,  6210001000,  72100001000,  821000001000,  and  9210000001000.  (If  you  want  to  
know last month’s question, find it in our On-line Archives from www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.)
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