


The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Vicar
The Rev Terence Smith has now retired and until a new vicar is appointed please contact 
Isabel the churchwarden.

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwarden
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739634

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Sunday School 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service 10:30 am

Choir Mondays 6:30 pm

St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent
4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm

Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service & Baptisms 10:30 am

4th & 5th Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 am
Evening Service 6:30 pm

Wednesday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Churchwardens

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings................................................................................................01235 854780
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Del Delaney 1810.......................08458 505505
County Councillor Bob Johnston..........bob.johnston@oxfordshire.gov.uk..............01865 730209
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter

There is a story of a little girl in a supermarket with her mother. As they come up to the vegetable 
stall she sees a £5 note on the floor, and picks it up. Her mother asks her what she intends to do 
with it. The girl ponders, and says lots of things, but her conscience keeps on pushing itself on her, 
but it is not telling her what to do. Then she talks it over some more with her mum because she 
needs support. Conscience always needs support.

There is one voice which can be heard in every language and which transcends all barriers. It is 
conscience. So what does conscience do? It  asks is it  right? It ensures that  we live in a moral 
universe, and is part of our personal behaviour as well as the corporate behaviour of countries, 
nations, companies and company directors. The sad thing is that sometimes conscience appears to 
be silent about some big things, and it may even be corrupted .Unfortunately bullies still run the 
world, the powerful still run amok and there is dishonesty and a lack of honour.

Looking around we see conscience emerging in many ways. In the law, a conscience clause relieves 
an individual from complying with the law if it  is incompatible with religious or conscientious 
beliefs.  A conscientious  objector  is  one  whose  personal  beliefs  are  incompatible  with  military 
service or some role in the armed forces. Some of these may stem from a religious belief or from a 
deep sense of responsibility towards humanity, or even a denial that government should have that 
kind of authority. There is also a world conscience, where we approach the world as a place where 
we live and with an understanding of each other, and so we begin to make decisions based on what 
is beneficial for all people. God has created a wonderful world for us all to enjoy, but we are in 
danger of destroying it, so we need a world conscience to protect peace and our environment, and 
ensure that everybody gets a fair share of the fruits of the earth.

But conscience on its own is not enough, as we also need God’s spirit to direct us. Consider it to be 
a plumb line which is used as an accurate measure of straightness and uprightness. Jesus taught us 
to be upright and gave us standards which we can follow. This does not mean that there are no 
problems. The Ten Commandments are clear when they say we should not commit adultery, but 
what do we do to avoid it? That is not clear. We are just told do not do it. It is not surprising that in  
this world with a lot of pain, people are heard saying, “Hey God why don’t you take the next step?” 
But God does not work like that. The teachings of Jesus are not a series of threats which say, if you 
do this, then that will follow.

So how do we find out what we should do? It is like driving along a road when we suddenly hear 
the sound of rumble strips, so we slow down and look around. The teachings of Jesus are like that. 
They are rumble strips that tell us when we are straying, but we still need a road map, a form of 
words to give us direction or we may easily lose our way The Christian church may not be expert in 
politics, or business, or economics but it does know about justice and doing the right thing. If we 
follow Jesus’ way of living, then our consciences will have support and keep us on the road and 
enable us to do what is honourable and right.

— Gerry Bowen Thomas

3



Services in June:

7th June 9:30 am Said Communion
Priest: Tony Moore

21st June 9:00 am
6:30 pm

Parish Communion
Compline

6:30 pm Compline

14th 

June
9:30 am Parish Communion

Priest: Teresa Morgan

28th June 9:00 am

10:30 am

Said Communion
Priest: Tony Beetham
Family Service

6:30 pm Compline 6:30 pm Compline

Children are very welcome at all of our services.

We hope the children enjoyed the Barnabas Day at the School on 18th May, and we look forward to 
working together with the school on other projects.

Family Service 10:30am on June 28th. This is a short friendly service (about ½ an hour) of songs, 
prayers and a short  talk,  all  orientated around young children.  There will  be a  baptism at this 
service. Please join us for this happy occasion if you can.

The mid-week communion services are at 10:30am on Wednesdays. Please do come along and 
join with this friendly group.

See the website for up-to-date details: www.stswithunskennington.org

Please pray for:

The  sick: Sue  Moles,  Joan  Caddick,  Derek  Copcutt,  James,  George  and  Nan  Whaley,  Jenny 
Peachy,  Ken Smith and Peter Hooper.

The family and friends of George Mundy who died in May following a long illness.

The residents of Kennington.

The ‘Living Faith’ initiative and the Prayer Partnership.

St Swithun’s Church as we seek to discover the way forward.

May the eyes of the Father behold us
May the hands of the Saviour uphold us
May the arms of the Spirit enfold us. Amen

At the time of writing this we have prepared the advert for the new Associate Priest for Kennington 
and hope to interview at the beginning of June. Pray that a candidate will come forward who will 
help St Swithun’s fulfil its potential.

The community: St Swithun’s School and nursery, and all those who teach. The Parish Council. 
All health professionals working in Kennington, including those working at the Health Centre, the 
Dentist and in peoples’ homes. St Swithun’s Guild, the two homes in the parish, those living at 
Edith Court , the other churches and organisations.

The World: All the areas of the world where people are suffering whether as a result of famine, 
war or natural disasters. We think especially of the people of, Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka and the Middle East. Africa, especially those in Zimbabwe and Darfur. Pray for all those 
who work for peace, democracy and justice.

The work of the Church in the world.

The Queen.

4 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
http://www.stswithunskennington.org/


Events

Parish Pilgrimage—St Swithun’s Way

The Pilgrim’s Way goes from Winchester to Canterbury, and the first part is called St Swithun’s 
Way. Twelve members of the congregation will be walking the St Swithun’s Way from Winchester 
to Farnborough starting Sunday 7th June, with a coach from Kennington taking them and many 
others from the congregation to Winchester. We will attend the 11 o’clock Communion Service in 
the Cathedral and then either walk or ride to Martyr Worthy, where we will have the opportunity to 
visit two old churches dedicated to St Swithun.

13th June Joint Fête to raise funds for KOA, St Swithun’s School and St Swithun’s Church. 
We hope that this as usual will be a very enjoyable occasion, which will raise necessary funds for 
these three organisations.  It  will  start  at  12:00 with the BBQ and be opened by the children’s 
illustrator Korky Paul. Please look at the programme for the details.

TALLOW. The next meeting will be on 3rd June at 6:45pm in Church. Everybody is very 
welcome to join us for one of these meetings. It is an opportunity to sit quietly for a short 
time, listening to the music, prayers and meditation.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to pray, meditate or simply sit and 
relax in God’s presence. We keep nothing of value on the Church premises.

— Isabel Baggott

Kennington Methodist Church

Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Telephone:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Circuit Office: Telephone:
Wesley Memorial Church 01865 243216
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH

SERVICES FOR JUNE

Morning Worship will be held each Sunday at 10.30 a.m.

Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday June 14th at 10:30 a.m.

The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.

The Circuit  Service will  be held at  Wesley Memorial  Church in Oxford on 
Sunday June 21st at 6:30 p.m.
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PREACHERS FOR MAY AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:

June 7th TRINITY SUNDAY. Mark Platt, from Abingdon.

June 14th METHODIST HOMES FOR THE AGED SUNDAY.
The  Minister,  the  Revd.  Rosemary  Davies.  This  service  will  include  the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion.

June 21st The  Revd.  Alison  Tomlin,  the  Chair  of  the  Northampton  District  of   the 
Methodist Church.

6.30  p.m.  The  Circuit  Service  at  Wesley  Memorial  Church  in  Oxford. 
Preacher: The Revd. Alison Tomlin.

June 28th Simon Blainey, from Oxford.

EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other 
activities. The  CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at  10 a.m. each Sunday morning, 
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.
OTHER DATES FOR JUNE

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday
JUNE 9th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the
Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Wednesday
JUNE 17th

Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court, at 10:30 a.m.

Thursday
June 18th

Ecumenical Study Group at 8 St Swithun’s Road at 2:30 p.m.

Sunday
JUNE 21st

The Monthly Service of  Prayer & Praise  for the Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at  3 p.m. and at Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 
3.45 p.m.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held  in  the  Methodist  Church Hall  in  Upper  Road on  TUESDAY, JUNE 9th from  10 a.m. 
onwards. This will be many bargains. All the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out’.

The May Coffee Morning raised £141.00.
The July Coffee Morning will be on Tuesday, June 14th at 10 a.m.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

MONDAY CIRCLE. The Monday Circle meets twice this month. On Monday June 1st for a talk 
and demonstration on  Iced Flowers  by  Jean  Pugh,  and on  Monday June 29th for a  Musical  
Evening  with  Joan Rowland.  Both meetings begin at  7:30 p.m.  in the Methodist  Church and 
everyone is most welcome. All details from Maizie Johnson on 01865 454295.
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ACTION FOR CHILDREN. There will be a Quiz and Pud Evening in aid of Action for Children 
in the Methodist Church on Saturday June 27th from 6.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. There will be teams 
of up to six members, or just come along and join a team. Adults £3.50. Children free. Puddings, 
tea and coffee included. Come and enjoy a fun evening and support Action for Children. All details 
from Maizie Johnson  on  01865 454295.  Offers of help in the kitchen and the contribution of a 
pudding would be much appreciated.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs’ Spring Concert in St Swithun’s Parish Church at 
the end of April raised well over  £2,000 for the new Oxford Cancer Centre. The Choirs sang the 
Mozart  Requiem  and the  Haydn  Nelson Mass.  It was a beautiful afternoon of music, and the 
singers excelled themselves. We hope there will be a bigger audience for the Messiah concert there 
in October.

The Choirs’ next concerts will be of “Iolanthe” by Gilbert & Sullivan, which will take place in 
the Methodist Church Hall on  Friday 3rd & Saturday 4th July  at  7:30 p.m.  We will give full 
details  next  month.  But  book the  dates  now.  There  is  an  absolutely star-studded  cast,  and  all 
proceeds are for  KOA.  But a word of warning. We are now limited by Health & Safety to an 
audience of only 75 persons for each evening. So it’s vital that you come early in order not to be 
turned away.

These  concerts  will  also  be  taking  place  at  All  Saints’  Methodist  Church  in  Abingdon  on 
Wednesday June 24th; at Witney Congregational Church on Friday June 26th; and at OXSRAD Sport 
& Leisure Centre on Saturday June 27th—all at 7.30 p.m.

All details from Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885 or trevor@cowlett.co.uk.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Churches Together in Kennington

As a Minister it’s always good to meet new people, but on 
occasions, it can be quite a nerve-wracking business. Often 
I  meet  new  people  in  distressing  circumstances.  For 
example, a family might have lost a loved one and I have 
been asked to conduct the funeral service.

For some people, their only contact with the Church is when they 
need the services of a Minister at a baptism, wedding or funeral. Such requests inevitably involve 
visiting families and I never know what kind of reception I’ll get when I turn up on the doorstep. I 
guess the family can often be as nervous as I am as they wait to see what the Minister is like! In 
most cases, the visits are rewarding ones and I feel privileged to have shared in some of the deepest 
experiences of people’s lives.

Sometimes life throws up experiences that we have not encountered before. Whether it’s the onset 
of serious illness, the break-up of a close relationship, the fear of redundancy or even the death of a 
loved one, we never quite know how we shall react until such things happen to us. In each case, we 
have to make a ‘new beginning’.

On  the  local  television  recently  there  was  an  interview  with  the  co-ordinator  of  Oxfordshire 
Community and Voluntary Action who highlighted the fact that the number of people signing up to 
be  volunteers  with  various  organisations  had  increased  dramatically,  partly  as  a  result  of  the 
recession. Those who had been made redundant or new graduates who were struggling to get into 
the job market were amongst those for whom working in the voluntary sector had opened up the 
opportunity to learn new skills and find a new direction in life.

Of course, doing new things always feels a bit daunting. Everything is unfamiliar and we might be 
tempted to back away. It all seems too hard, but sometimes we need a push from God to step out in 
a new direction in our work and family situations and find a fresh perspective.

One thing is for sure—whether it is meeting new people for the first time or facing new experiences 
in our lives, we need the help of God, through His Holy Spirit, to guide us along the way. With 
God, each day has its new opportunities and possibilities.

I like the words of a prayer I came across recently which read, ‘Lord, thank you for the gift of this 
new day. Help me to realise that there is nothing that can happen to me today that you and I can’t 
handle together. Amen.’

I think those words can help each one of us whatever new circumstances come our way.

Forthcoming events

Churches Together in Kennington looks forward to the second meeting in our series ‘Faith in the 
Modern World,’ which will be held on Thursday 25th June at 8 p.m. in the Headway Room of the 
Church  of  the  Good Shepherd.  We shall  look forward  to  learning  more  about  Judaism as  we 
welcome Rabbi Norman Solomon amongst us. We welcome those of any faith or none to this 
meeting.

In June, too, we continue our monthly meeting for prayer and Bible study, which will take place on 
Thursday 18th June from 2:30–3:30 p.m. at 8 St Swithun’s Road.

Newcomers are always very welcome.
— Rev Rosemary Davies
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Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition

Please remember to fill in the Kennington Diary (in the Post Office)

and send us your entries for both July and August in time for the July edition.

Deadlines: Wednesday 10th June for adverts and Monday 15th June for articles.
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Exhibition of Plans

What’s  coming  soon  to 
replace  the  old  equipment 
at Playfield Road?
Kennington  Parish  Council  invites 
everyone,  especially  young  people  and 
their families, to come and have a look at 
the exciting plans for the new play area at 
Playfield Road, which has been awarded 
a  £46,000  grant  from  the  Playbuilder 
Fund.

The  landscape  designer  and  members  of  the  Parish  Council  will  be  on  hand  to  answer  your 
questions.

Kennington Village Hall
Saturday 6th June, 10 am–12 noon

Kennington History Society

In April, members were treated to another virtuoso performance from Martin Way, who gave his 
illustrated talk about the life, art and craftsmanship of the Anglo-Saxons, entitled ‘Glimmer in the 
Dark.’ This was Martin’s third talk to the Society. As with his previous visits, it was very well 
received. His outstanding knowledge on a diverse range of historical topics is clear to see.

As  this  report  is  being  prepared  the  Society  is  awaiting  the  visit  of  Oxford  historian  Roger 
Jenking, who will talk about an attack on the City. Because this year is the anniversary of the 
incident,  this  has  been  the  subject  of  articles  and  letters  in  the  Oxford  Mail.  The  illustrated 
presentation is entitled ‘The 1009 Burning of Oxford by the Danes.’

‘this month’

A second call to railway enthusiasts, on Monday the 15th June 2009 at 7:45pm, in the Methodist 
Church, rail  historian  Max Wilkinson  will  give  an  illustrated  talk  entitled  ‘Harwich  for  the 
Continent’ about a rail journey from Liverpool Street to the Coast covering the Engineering and 
Social History.

‘next month’

Although the June Meeting will be the last before the summer break, efforts are in hand to arrange 
an evening visit in the middle of  July  to a local place of interest.  More details in next month’s 
Chronicle.

History Society talks are Free to Members with Visitors Welcome at a cost of £2.50.

A second reminder, the History Society’s Annual Coach Trip this year will be to Gloucester and 
will take place on Thursday the 24th September 2009. The travel arrangements will be as before, 
with the coach picking up from all the bus stops on the western side of the main roads through the 
village starting at  Manor Grove at  9:30am and returning to Kennington at around 7:00pm. The 
cost of the trip is £10.00 for Members and £12.00 for Non-Members. If you would like to book a 
seat  on the bus to Gloucester this can be done at  the next meeting or by contacting either the 
Chairman on 01865 739208 or the Treasurer on 01865 730321.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F)

The story so far… What has been achieved?

1. The St Swithun’s Church Pancake Party.

2. A Photograph and Publicity in the Oxford Mail.

3. A Publicity event in the Village Hall during Fairtrade Fortnight.

4. A Promotional Presence at the Horticultural Society's Spring Plant Sale.

A Big Thank You to the following who have enabled K4F to get thus far: The Parish Council, the 
Steering  Group,  the  Churches  within  Kennington,  and  the  Co-op  (for  several  very  welcome 
donations).

A Big Thank You is also due to the following who have stated that they use at least two Fairtrade 
products on a very regular basis within their organisations: St Swithun’s Church, The Methodist 
Church, Headway, The Health Centre, St Swithun’s School staffroom, Kennington Overseas Aid, 
Kennington & District Church Choir, The Jack & Jill Club, Kirlena House, and Mon Choisy.

Thanks also to the organisations who are working towards the use of two or more products on a 
regular basis, I.e. The History Society, The Parent & Toddler Group, The Horticultural Society, The 
Badminton Club, and the WI! (If I have forgotten any organisation then please accept my apologies 
and let me know).

For the future we are planning to be a part of St Swithun,s Church Summer Fête on the 13th June, 
and  later  in  the  year  to  become  involved  within  our  primary  school.  Watch  this  space… 
Meanwhile… If you would like to become a little more involved then why not attend the seventh 
meeting of the Steering Group on Thursday 18th June at 7:30 p.m. in the upstairs committee room of 
the Village Hall—you would be most welcome!

Together we can make Kennington a Fairtrade Village!

Contact Robin Mason on 321044 or Brenda Groth on739229 for further information.

For further details go online to www.fairtrade.org.uk

Chronicle Confounds

an  you  figure  out  what  these  four  things  have  in  common:  Mud,  sponge,  stale  bread, 
cardboard?C

Answer in next month’s Chronicle.

Answer to last month: Silence! (If you want to know last month’s question, find it in our On-line  
Archives from www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.)
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Kennington Swimming Club for Adults and Children
We would  like  our  many 
friends in Kennington and 
district  to  know  that 
Kennington  Swimming 
Club  is  in  its  25th year! 
Several  of  our  members 
joined  in  1985,  when the 
club  was  set  up  by  Bea 
Savage,  and  are  still 
enjoying their three swims 
each week.

We  hold  sessions  at 
Radley College Pool Mondays and Thursdays  at  8  pm and Saturdays  at  9 am.  We offer  very 
competitive rates, and a recent change in our insurance enables the Club to retain the same charges 
for adults as last year, and even a reduction for children.

We are  a family-orientated club and welcome all  ages,  from the youngest of a few months  to 
octogenarians. Many youngsters have learnt to swim during these sessions and have qualified for 
badges. However, we do not offer instruction.

We divide the pool into three sections to accommodate the enthusiastic swimmers and those of a 
more leisurely nature. Unusual in pools today, and for those inclined and able, the third section is 
for diving.

All members and visitors are covered by the college’s comprehensive insurance.

Would you like to give it a try? If you’re new to Kennington and looking to make friends, come 
along for a free swim at any of these sessions. Perhaps you’re a lapsed member missing the regular 
exercise, you will be most welcome.

Full details from Kath Suckling, Secretary (01865 739788), or email john.marson@tiscali.co.uk.

“Swingtime at Peachcroft”
Abingdon Swing Band will be playing the songs of

Glen Miller, Count Basie, music to make you dance!
The concert is being held to raise funds for 9 year old Gulshat Kadyrova from Turkmenistan, who 
was born without hip sockets and with scoliosis of the spine.

Buffet supper, Refreshments, Crafts to buy

Saturday June 13th, Peachcroft Christian Centre, Abingdon, 7:30–10 pm

Tickets £7 adults, £5 Senior Citizens, £3 children

Call Sue & Andy Porter for details on 01235 529142

Summer stroll in Kennington Memorial Field

Tuesday 9th June at 7:30pm

Members of the public are invited to join the Kennington Memorial Field Committee for a short 
walk in the Memorial Field to hear about what has been going on in the Field over the last year. 
Meet outside the sports pavilion at the top of Playfield Road at 7:30pm sharp.
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Kennington Athletic Football Club—Reminder

Annual General Meeting
Sunday 7 th June

8:00 p.m. at Kennington Social Club

The following positions will be vacant:

Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer

Please contact the outgoing Secretary:
Maria Croad, 33 The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PP, telephone 01865 736220.

Kennington Library Newsletter

JUNE is a lovely month full of fun with local Fête and Flower Show for all… For some it is Exam 
time or annual  Heath and Safety Inspection time… Therefore it  is  probably the best  month to 
remind you  that  you  can  revise  or  find  the  missing  word in  the  Sunday crosswords  and quiz 
answers.

I know that many of us use  Wikipedia but this site can be edited by anyone. It means, it is not 
always correct and true.

The  online  resources  published  by  Oxford  University  Press  can  help,  and  Oxfordshire 
libraries subscribes to them.

This means that you can use them, FREE of CHARGE, either within the Library OR from Home 
using your library card to find a trustworthy answer to virtually any question.

All the reference works are based on well-researched books—including some of the world’s most 
famous and respected reference works, such as the 20-volume Oxford English Dictionary, the 60-
volume  0xford  Dictionary  of  National  Biography,  and  over  185  individual  Oxford  subject 
dictionaries from archaeology to zoology.

You have access 24 hours a day, 7 days a week , inside the library, or at home, by logging in with 
you library card to your chosen Oxford website Or better still via our libraries website at

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/referenceonline

Our  website  has  even  more  resources  available  to  you  and  your  children  such  as  Britannica 
Online. The world-famous encyclopedia, in 3 editions for Children, Student, or the full Library 
version.

As always, we are looking forward to your visit and we will always try to answers your questions to 
the best of our knowledge.

If we can’t!  We know someone you can:  libraryanswersdirect@oxfordshire.gov.uk or by phone 
08456 003119. This is a full-time free public service so you do not need us to be open to found the 
answer to your question.

Events in June for your Dairy

Wednesday 3rd: “Let’s Talk about Books” (page 28). Yvonne Lyon’s book will be available soon at 
the library, meanwhile you can get your own copy via Amazon.

Saturday 13th: The Friends of Kennington Library will be at the KOA Fête, and Dominique will 
read Korky Paul stories from 2pm.

Wednesday 19th: “Storytimes” (page 20).
— Dominique and staff

Kennington Library 01865 730763. www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Assisted Travel Schemes

We have three different assisted travel schemes for people in the Vale over 
the age of 60 and for people with disabilities. 

The National Bus Pass: Free off-peak travel on local buses anywhere in England for those over 60 
and eligible disabled people. For more information please contact 0845 3006129 .

The  Hospital  Appointments  Allowance: Transport  cost  reimbursements  for  eligible  people 
visiting  local  hospitals  who  are  unable,  or  find  it  difficult  to  use  public  transport.  For  more 
information please contact 0845 3006129 .

Octabus Dial-a-Ride: A door-to-door  service  for  older  or 
disabled  people  who are  unable,  or  find  it  difficult  to  use, 
public transport. For more information please contact 01865 
876176 .

Further information available from www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

Car Boot Sale & Dog Fun Show

And the Best in Show was… Tyson, an Alsatian cross, belonging to the 
Warren family. As well as a trophy, Tyson won a Scouting purple rosette, 
and living very close by, the opportunity to take all our rubbish away for us, 
so thanks for that. Huge thanks also go to Tracey Rice, Maria Chaundy, 
Lorna Hind, Marjorie Bennett, Lynn & Abbi Churchill, Katherine & 
Darren Richards, Keith Pitts, Di Black, Christan Bradley, Jo Hinxman 
and leaders  Kate  Mingham, Ray  Rylett and Kate & Becky for helping 
almost the entire day (from 7am, till well into the afternoon). Thanks too to 
those  Scouting  parents  who  helped—Tracey  Harrison,  Catherine 
Loadsman, Nicky Collett, Jean (Ella’s grandma), the Bailey family, the 
Long family,  Siti  Gillett,  Peter Robinson,  Catherine  Schneider,  Sam 

Wise, Kevin Busby and Toni Bremble. More remarkable were those whom I ‘encouraged’ to help 
who no longer (or even never yet)  have kids in Scouting—particularly to  Anna  Dalal, Emma 
Johnson, Karen  Reaney,  Lonnie Boggs, Helen Morse,  Lobby  Woodhouse, and the Warren 
family: we would have really struggled without you. (My apologies to 
anyone I might have missed.)

The whole event would not have been possible without the generosity of 
Lynne Davies of Lynne Davies Dog Training, and BBC Dog Borstal and 
her team who gave due consideration to all 213 doggy entrants with a 
huge degree of professionalism and set up, managed and donated all the 
proceeds for the dog agility, as well as donating items to auction and bags 
of dog food to all 10 category winners.

Our thanks also go to our sponsors: Cobby Dog, Petstop (at Wyevale Garden Centre), Pets at Home 
- Abingdon, Pets on Parade – Botley and Hewden Hire Centres. The Pooch Mobile and MT Bellies 
also donated generously from their takings. All of which leads me to announce that we raised (very 

nearly) which will go towards improving the outside environment at the Scout 
HQ. Thanks to everyone who came.

— Kit Smith
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Storytime at Kennington Library

Wednesday 17th June
10:30–11:00 a.m.

We welcome all children under 8
accompanied by their parents.

Remember to bring your Teddies!

Kennington library, Kennington Village Centre
01865 730763

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: June 2009

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events

June Tuesday  23rd: Evening  garden  visit  to  the  walled  garden,  Wormsley Estate, 
Stokenchurch,  6:30–9:30pm.  Cost  £10.00  each  including  nibbles.  Meet  in  Health 
Centre car park 5:30pm. Own vehicles to travel in convoy.  Transport  available for 
those who need it. Bookings to the treasurer on 730961.

Please make payment by 1st June.

July Saturday 18th: Coach outing to Bateman’s Sussex. Home of Rudyard Kipling.

Bateman’s is a beautiful Jacobean mansion built in 1634, as well as being the family 
home of the Kiplings from 1902 to 1939. The interior of the house reflects the author’s 
strong association with the East. There are no guided tours.

Garden

The six-acre garden comprises both formal and wild areas, and forms a perfect setting 
for the house. Its varied features include a rose garden, a pond with exotic fish, an 
extensive herb border, a pear arch, fine lawns with a double row of pleached limes, and 
a walled garden with herbaceous and climbing plants adjacent to the Tea Room. The 
River Dudwell runs through the southern part of the property amongst a profusion of 
flowering trees and grasses.

Bookings can be made for the above outing by telephoning the treasurer on 730961. 
The all-inclusive cost is £19.50. National Trust members are admitted free, therefore 
only the coach fare will apply, which is £13.40. The coach will depart Manor Grove at 
0815 am, yes, 8:15am, calling at bus stops through the village. Our visit will coincide 
with  a  local  craft  fare  being  held  in  the  garden  ground  at  no  extra  charge.  Time 
permitted, we may be able to squeeze an hour’s visit to Brighton on the way home.

Please make payment by 1st July.
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Kennington Link WI
May 2009 Meeting

May—the  month  of  WI  Resolutions!  There  was  only  one  Resolution  for 
discussion this year, “SOS for Honey Bees”. This concerned the vital role that honey 
bees play in the pollination of food crops and in our environment. The decline in the UK 
honey  bee  population  is  causing  considerable  unease,  and  this  Resolution  urged  HM 
Government  to  increase  funding  for  research  into  Bee  Health.  After  thoughtful  consideration,  which 
included the possible collapse of the food chain, little discussion was needed before votes were taken and 
the Resolution was passed.

The  meeting  had  been  opened  earlier  by the  President,  and  business  matters  discussed.  Eight 
members had attended the recent Cathedral service.

A letter had been received requesting our support at the village fête (in aid of the Church, school 
and KOA) on 13th June.

Orders were taken for 2010 diaries & calendars. Bulb catalogues were also available for members 
to take home and examine.

The Alzheimer's Club in Abingdon had sent a letter of thanks for our donation.

After  a  welcome  interlude  for  refreshments  there  was  an  enjoyable  “Getting  to  know  you” 
competition. Five lucky winners shared the prizes, and although we may not have realised how little (or 
how much) we knew about our fellow members, after this game we will surely see them in a different light.

A beautiful white Chrysanthemum had been given by Jean Mundy for the President’s Table, and 
this was later presented to our visitor for the afternoon, Jean Bell.

The next meeting will be on 3rd June when Helen May will speak on the “Alexander Technique”. 
There will be a SALES TABLE and contributions will be very much appreciated.

Visitors are always welcome.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library. The Kennington Library also has a colour A4-size copy for those who 
prefer a larger size.

On our website, www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk, you can find colour A4-sized archives of the 
Chronicle from July 2008 on our website — go to On-line Archives.

You can also find extra articles too large or too late for publication on-line — go to  On-line 
Extras. New since last month: Vale of White Horse Assisted Travel Schemes, Oxfordshire Museum

“Let’s Talk about Books”
Kennington Library invites you to our “Let’s Talk about Books” mornings!

Wednesday 3rd June from 10:30 a.m.

The Librarian welcomes Yvonne Lyon
to talk about her first novel

'Edgeburn'

Tea and coffee kindly provided by the Friends of  Kennington Library.

For more information, contact Kennington Library 01865 730763
or visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

28 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/on-line-extras.html
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/on-line-extras.html
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/chronicle-on-line.html
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


29



Kennington Overseas Aid

June is a busy month for KOA with three events. The first one is the Wine and Cheese on Friday 
5th June. Tickets available on 01865 739229.

The Grand Fête is on Saturday 13th June. This is a joint event with St Swithun’s Church and the 
School. It will be opened at 12 noon by Korky Paul, the children’s book illustrator. There will be 
lots of fun for all ages.

Do come along to this important village event!

More fun to be had on Sunday 21st June when the Bagley Wood Fun Run and Walk takes place 
at Forest Side with a great Run/Walk starting at 11:30am. Prizes for children, young people and 
adults.

Next Month

“The Strawberry  Concert”  Wednesday 1st July. This  is  always  a  relaxing  evening  with  the 
Kennington Band in the Methodist Church grounds, with strawberries and cream in the interval.

Kennington United Choirs present “ Iolanthe” on Friday 3rd and Saturday and 4th July. This is 
a great KOA event and raises a very large sum for our charity. Come and enjoy the singing and the 
unique atmosphere!

More details of all these events are in the KOA programme, which you should have received, or on 
the website www.koa.org.uk.

KOA Chairman: Sylvia Vetta (739071) Vice Chairman: Brenda Groth (739229)

Kennington Health Centre

EXTENDED HOURS

For the months of June and July 2009 our extra opening hours will be as follows.

N.B. All dates by appointment only

JUNE
Monday 1st until 8:15 pm
Thursday 4th until 8:15 pm
Saturday 13th 8:30–11:45 am
Saturday 20th 8:30–11:45 am
Monday 22nd until 8:15 pm
Thursday 25th until 8:15 pm
Monday 29th until 8:15 pm

JULY
Thursday 2nd until 8:15 pm
Saturday 11th 8:30–11:45 am
Saturday 18th 8:30–11:45 am
Monday 20th until 8:15 pm
Thursday 23rd until 8:15 pm
Monday 27th until 8:15 pm
Thursday 30th until 8:15 pm

At all other times we will open as usual 8:30am–1pm, 2–6:30 pm

Please ring 01865 730911 for an appointment.

Did you know...
You can order your repeat prescription on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager
Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net
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Parish Council Matters

May 2009 Meeting

The Annual  Meeting  was unusually busy this 
year.  Cllr Peter  Biggs was  elected  for  his 
eighteenth  year  as  Chairman  of  the  Parish 
Council.  Cllr Colin  Charlett was  elected  as 
Vice-Chairman.

There was a vote for the casual vacancy. There 
were three candidates, and Ted Perkins was re-
elected  to  the  Council.  There  is  now another 
vacancy on the  Parish  Council  as  Cllr Auton 
has resigned because of business commitments. 
Therefore  the  additional  vacancy  will  be 
advertised  on  the  notice  boards.  If  you  are 
interested please contact the Clerk.

The Statement  of  Accounts  and the  summary 
income  and  expenditure  financial  statement 
were  also  considered  and  approved.  The 
documents will  be available for inspection by 
appointment from 8th June to 3rd July.

Following  the  excellent  news  that  the  Parish 
Council had secured a grant of £46,000 towards 
the re-developed of the play area in Playfield 
Road Playing Field there will be an exhibition 
of the plans in the Village Hall on 6th June from 
10am to noon.

The Clerk had received a response to the Parish 
Council’s suggestion to switch off 50% of the 
lights  in  Kennington  Road  and  The  Avenue 
from 12:30am to 5:30am. The County Council 
made  an  alternative  proposal.  They would  fit 
dimmers on each of the lights and reduce light 
levels during the night. This would save energy 
but would allow some light for safety reasons. 
This idea was welcomed by the Parish Council 
and they are going to ask the County Council to 
implement the scheme as soon as possible.

There  was  another  discussion  about  ways  of 
preventing parking on the grass verges of The 
Avenue  to  the  north  of  St  Swithun’s  School 
which had been on the Parish Council’s agenda 
for  many  years.  Various  options  had  been 
considered which included a planting scheme, 
concrete  flower  planters  and  oak  posts.  All 
these options would be costly as they must be 
installed  by  approved  contractors  who  were 
licensed to  work on the highway.  In order  to 
affect  a  permanent  solution  it  was  agreed  to 

purchase  oak  posts  to  be  installed  by  the 
County Council. A budget of £2,000 was agreed 
initially. Local residents would be notified once 
the  County  Council  had  confirmed  that  they 
could undertake this work and how many posts 
could be purchased for the budget.

A contract to clean the bus shelters every three 
months was agreed.

A grant of £400 was made to the Kennington 
Parent  and  Toddler  Group  and  £2,000  was 
made  to  the  Village  Hall  Management 
Committee toward the installation of a chair lift 
to  give  disabled  access  to  the  first  floor 
committee rooms.

June
2nd Coronation Day
10th Birthday of The Duke of Edinburgh
13th Official Celebration of Her Majesty’s 

Birthday
July
15th St Swithun’s Day
17th Birthday of The Duchess of Cornwall

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
JUNE 2009

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 11th June at 7:30pm.

THE JUNE MEETING IS TO BE HELD 
IN ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH HALL.

The Parish ‘Office’ is on
Saturday 6th from 10 am to 12 noon June
to include the exhibition of the Playfield 

Road Play Area Plans.

The next Planning Committee, if there are 
plans to consider, will be Tuesdays 9th and 30th 

June at 8.00pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan, which may be within days 

of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk 
immediately if you want to make a comment. 
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the 
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are held in the Village Centre 
unless otherwise notified,

and the public is very welcome.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Women’s Institute WI
May Meeting

After welcoming everyone to the May meeting, the President presented an attractive plant, which 
had been provided by Miss Thomas, to Mrs Seccombe who had been unwell recently.

There were several items of correspondence etc. brought to the members’ attention. Ideas for places 
to visit for our summer outing were discussed, and information regarding the final destination will 
be available at a later date.

The President then informed the meeting of a proposed Resolution to be put forward at the National 
Federation’s Annual General Meeting. The Resolution “This Meeting urges HM Government to 
increase  funding  for  research  into  the  health  of  Honey Bees”  was  discussed  by the  members, 
concluding with a vote. The vote taken was unanimous for the Resolution.

Professor Spiers was then introduced, and he gave a most interesting talk about the life and times of 
the notorious London criminals the Kray Twins. Miss Mourier gave the vote of thanks.

To conclude the evening the members were treated to a lovely selection of puddings, provided by 
the Committee, to enjoy with their cup of tea or coffee.

Kennington Festival Group

Over 60 and at a loose end? Ring Margaret on 01865 730353 (please leave your name and number 
on the answer machine so that I can call you back!)—or come along for tea and a chat, and perhaps 
some Bingo.

Mondays 8th & 22nd June, and 6th and 20th July, 2–4 p.m.

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. 
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 45).

NSPCC Collection

To the residents of Bagley Close, who contributed to my collection for the NSPCC during April. It 
raised a grand total of £96.00, the largest amount for a single collector. My grateful thanks for 
making my task pleasant.

— Mrs Pat McAvoy

Jurassic Coastal Challenge

A huge thank you to everyone who supported Nigel in his recent Jurassic Coastal Challenge (three 
marathons in three days), in memory of Ray Sturgess.

We are delighted to report that we have been able to raise £3,875.70 for Pancreatic Cancer UK.

— Kim Smith (110 Kennington Rd)

The Editor Apologises…

Last month, some readers might have found themselves mystified by the instructions 
on the cover, “see page 12” for the Kennington Artists. Page 12 in fact contained some 
advertisements. The cover should have read, “see page 17”. Sorry.

— Paddy Landau
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Village Diary
May & June 2009

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mondays
Thursdays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am

Tuesdays
Thursdays

Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am

Fridays Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

June 2009
Mon 1 Talk on “Iced Flowers” Methodist Church 7:30 pm
Wed 3 Kennington Link WI—Alexander Technique Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Fri 5 KOA Wine and Cheese (739229) 92 The Avenue
Sat 6 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Sun 7 Parish Coach Trip to Winchester Cathedral

Tue 9
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 10 Kennington WI Founder’s Day Party Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 11 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 13 Village Fête St Swithun’s 12 noon–3:30pm
Mon 15 History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 16 Trefoil Guild A112 Ambulance Charity Sale Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Wed 17 Short Service Lounge of Edith Court 10:30 am
Thu 18 Ecumenical Study Group 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm

Sun 21
KOA Fun Run & Walk Forest Side 11 am

Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Tue 23 Horticultural Society: Visit to Wormley Estate Stokenchurch 6:30–9 pm
Sat 27 Quiz & Pud Evening for Action for Children Methodist Church 6:30 pm
Mon 29 Musical Evening Methodist Church 7:30 pm
Tue 30 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

July 2009

Wed 1
KOA Kennington & Oxford Silver Band Concert Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Kennington Link WI: Tasting the Past Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Fri 3 United Choirs—Iolanthe Methodist Hall 7:30 pm

Sat 4
United Choirs—Iolanthe Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11am

Wed 8 Kennington WI: Flower Arranging Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 9 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 10 Kids for KOA Village Centre 6:30–8:30 pm

Sat 11
Kennington Cancer Fund: Summer Fête St Swithun’s Church 2 pm
Best Kept Garden Competition All day

Tue 14 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Sat 18 Horticultural Society: Trip to Bateman’s (730961 Brian Peedell)

Tue 21
Trefoil Guild; Burger Bash & Treasure Hunt Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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