


The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Vicar
The new priests  will  be licensed on Tuesday 29th September.  Until  then,  please contact 
Isabel or Gerry the churchwardens.

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwarden
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739356

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Sunday School 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service 10:30 am

Choir Mondays 6:30 pm

St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent
4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm

Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service & Baptisms 10:30 am

4th & 5th Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 am
Evening Service 6:30 pm

Wednesday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Churchwardens

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................01235 854780 or 07831 661365
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Del Delaney 1810.......................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522

2 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
mailto:Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk
http://www.stswithunskennington.org/


Index of Contents
Articles & Advertisements.........................................................................8–37, 39, 40
Chronicle Confounds.................................................................................................38
Church pages............................................................................................................3–7
Contacts and Submissions..........................................................................................37
The Parish Church of St Swithun.................................................................................2
Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives.............................................13
Useful Telephone Numbers..........................................................................................2
Village Diary..............................................................................................................38

St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
It is harvest time. We have picked the blackberries and now it is the turn of the apples and pears. A 
harvest festival is a chance to rejoice that we have enough to eat and to remember that we are 
dependant on the weather and on God. But harvest is also a challenge. We have enough to eat in 
spite of the fact that others go hungry, but often we have enough to eat because others are hungry. 
Our food subsidies and our super efficient farming means that there is food in the shops at cheap 
prices, and the producers in poor countries cannot sell their produce here. It is worth remembering 
that when we eat a cheap meal or wear cheap clothes, a poor man, woman, or child may be dying of 
malnutrition.

We tell our politicians to do something about it, and some are trying hard to do something about 
world hunger. A bishop from a third world country was having a hearty lunch in the U.K and when 
he described starvation in his own country, his host felt ashamed at the amount of food on the table. 
The bishop said “Don’t be ashamed. There is no way you can get this food to my country. Enjoy 
your prosperity, and thank God for it, but pray for the decision makers who cause us to go hungry 
so that you can be well fed.” That is a good message for a harvest festival.

So harvest is a time to say thank you to God for all the food and good things he has given us. 
Children still sing,

“Thank you for the world so sweet
Thank you God for everything”.

As children we are told not to forget the magic words ‘please’ and ‘thank you.’ If children say ‘give 
me’ it sounds rude, but just say ‘please’ and it makes people happy because you are polite; and it is 
the same with ‘thank you’. If you do not say it, it seems that you do not care and makes the person 
who gives feel unimportant. So now is the time to say “thank you” to God, not just for food, but for 
all the gifts and talents he has loaned us. We are after all merely caretakers of assets. Let us at this 
time reflect about our relationship with God.

But harvest requires a sower, and so our thoughts turn to the well known parable which always 
captures our imagination. We should ask ourselves why does the seed fall where it does? Should we 
take a closer look at the sower? The seed falls where it does because of the unchecked generosity 
and undisciplined abundance of the sower.  Sowing is done by good farmers,  carefully and not 
wastefully, but this man sowed with abandon, letting the seed fly out of his hand. So was the sower 
a bad farmer, wasteful and undisciplined? The sower was in fact the one who proclaims the word of 
the  Kingdom  of  God,  who  is  showing  great  trust  in  us  all  with  boundless  generosity  and 
confidence. But it raises the question, do we deserve this generosity? We think we do, but look 
around and see how we have all but destroyed God’s creation. We all too often act without love. 
The big question is can we live with this God whose generosity is huge? People still make great 
mistakes, but God still sows and he will forgive us our mistakes. So harvest is not just the time to 
say thank you to God for his abundant generosity but also to reflect and to accept the challenges.

— Gerry Bowen Thomas
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Services in September:

6th Sep 9:30 am Parish Communion 20th Sep 9:30 am Paptronal Festival
6:30 pm United Service at the 

Methodist Church
6:30 pm Compline

13th Sep 9:30 am Parish Communion
27th Sep 9:00 am

10:30 am
Said Communion
Family Service

6:30 pm Compline 6:30 pm Compline

Children are very welcome at all of our services.

The Family Service at 10:30am. These are short friendly services (about ½ an hour) of 
songs, prayers and a short talk, all orientated around young children. Please join us for this 
happy occasion if you can.

The mid-week communion services are at 10:30am on Wednesdays. Please do come along and 
join with this friendly group.

Good News for St Swithun’s:

We are pleased to announce that an associate priest has been appointed. Revd Em Coley will 
be coming to join us at the end of September. She will work with the Revd Pam McKellen, 
who is to become Priest in Charge of Kennington. The licensing will be at a special service on 
Tuesday 29th September at 7:30pm.

Em is currently a Curate in Wendover, and has a husband Lee and two small children, Ellie 
and Jack. The family will live in the vicarage in Kennington. Em will be based mainly in 
Kennington although she will be involved in the work at Radley and Sunningwell too.

See the website for up-to-date details: www.stswithunskennington.org

Please pray for:

The  sick: Sue  Moles,  Joan  Caddick,  Derek  Copcutt,  James,  George  and  Nan  Whaley,  Jenny 
Peachy, Ken Smith, Elsie Parish, and Peter Hooper

The family and friends of Alfred Bennett and Ian Sillance.

The residents of Kennington.

For the ‘Living Faith’ initiative and the Prayer Partnership.

The community: St Swithun’s School and nursery, and all those who teach. The Parish Council. 
All health professionals working in Kennington, including those working at the Health Centre, the 
Dentist and in people’s homes. St Swithun’s Guild, the two homes in the parish, those living at 
Edith Court, the other churches and organisations.

The World. All the areas of the world where people are suffering whether as a result of famine, war 
or natural disasters. We think especially of the people of Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Sri 
Lanka and the Middle East. Africa, especially those in Zimbabwe and Darfur. Pray for all those 
who work for peace, democracy and justice.

The work of the Church in the world. The Queen.

Events

19th September: 50’s and 60’s live music with  a band that  includes Jonathan  Dennett,  in the 
Village Centre. Tickets will cost £10 which includes a two course meal. A bar will be available. 
Tickets available from 01865 739979 or 01865 730950. In aid of Church funds.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to pray, meditate or simply sit and relax in 
God’s presence. We keep nothing of value on the Church premises.

— Isabel Baggott
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Kennington Methodist Church

Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Telephone:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Circuit Office: Telephone:
Wesley Memorial Church 01865 243216
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH

SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER

Morning Worship will be held each Sunday at 10.30 a.m.

Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday September 27th at 10:30 a.m.

The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.

United  Service  of  Songs  of  Praise in  the  Methodist  Church  on  Sunday 
September 6th at 6:30 p.m.

PREACHERS FOR SEPTEMBER AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:

September 13th MISSION IN BRITAIN SUNDAY. Service of Commissioning of Junior Church 
Leaders and Staff. The Minister, the Revd. Rosemary Davies.

September 20th Heidi Cottrell, from Wallingford

September 27th BACK TO CHURCH SUNDAY. The Revd. Robert  Whorton,  the Chaplain of 
Sobell House. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other 
activities. The  CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at  10 a.m. each Sunday morning, 
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesdays
SEPTEMBER 8th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Wednesday
SEPTEMBER 16th

Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court, at 10:30 a.m.

Sunday
September 20th

The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise  for the  Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 p.m. and at Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 
3.45 p.m.
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COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be  held  in  the  Methodist  Church  Hall  in  Upper  Road on  TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 8th from 
10 a.m. onwards. This will be many bargains. All the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out’.

The July Coffee Morning raised £115.65.
The October Coffee Morning will take place on TUESDAY OCTOBER 13th.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

MONDAY CIRCLE.  The Monday Circle will meet  Monday September 28th at  7:30 p.m. in the 
Methodist Church, The evening is entitled, “I Remember”—Members’ Memories. All details from 
Maizie Johnson on 01865 454295.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist  Church premises. Kindly note that  the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

The Choirs’ five performances of  Iolanthe by  Gilbert  & Sullivan  at  the end of June and the 
beginning of July were a wonderful success. The show was really quite amazing—the singing and 
comedy superb.  Where else would you have a Lord Chancellor making his  first entrance on a 
scooter? And the script was just ripe for  MP’s expenses! But even more amazing was the money 
raised. The two Kennington concerts, with restricted seating, raised £10,205.55 for KOA’s Cecily’s 
Fund. This was helped by an anonymous donation of £6,000 and Gift Aid. The concerts at Witney, 
Abingdon  and  Marston  raised  a  further  £1,559.64,  making  the  grand  total  for  all  the  five 
performances

£11,765.19
Our  sincere  thanks  goes  to  everyone  who  came  and  enjoyed  themselves  and  gave  so  very 
generously. Amazing is the only word!

The  Choirs  are  starting  their  rehearsals  this  month  for  the  annual  performance  of  Handel’s 
Messiah.  The concert will be in St Swithun’s Parish Church on  Sunday October 11th at  3 p.m. 
Rehearsals start on Friday September 18th at 7:45 p.m. in the Methodist Church in Upper Road. 
If you enjoy singing, then please come along and join us. If you have a copy, please bring it with 
you, but if you haven’t, come along just the same. You will be made most welcome.

For all details, visit our new web-site:  www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or contact  Trevor Cowlett on 
01865 735885. We would be pleased to see you.

Churches Together in Kennington

In Jerusalem, a journalist heard about an elderly Jew who 
had been going to the Wailing Wall to pray, twice a day, 
every day, for a very long time. The journalist  sensed a 
story  and went  to  the  Wailing  Wall  to  watch  him pray. 
After some forty-five minutes when he turned to go the 
journalist  approached  him for  an  interview.  “Please  sir, 
how long have you been coming to the wall and praying?”

6 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
http://www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk/


“For about 60 years,” the Jew replied.

“Sixty years!” said the journalist, “That’s amazing. What do you pray for?”

“I pray for peace between Christianity, Islam, and Judaism. I pray for all the hatred to cease and our 
children to grow up in safety and friendship.”

“Sir,” said the journalist, “how do you feel after doing this for sixty years?”

“Like I’m talking to the wall,” came the reply!

That  story is  apocryphal,  though from our own experience most  of us  can empathise  with his 
frustration at seeming to get no answer to prayer from time to time. In its Faith in the Modern 
World series, Kennington Churches Together is adding to its prayer for hatred to cease by trying 
this year to understand something of these other two religions that use the Old Testament of the 
Bible. The next meeting is from 8–9 pm on Thursday September 24th in the Headway Room of the 
Good  Shepherd  Church,  when  material  will  be  provided  to  begin  looking  at  the  relationship 
between Christianity and Islam. All are welcome of whatever religion or none.

Before that, on Sunday September 6th in the Methodist Church Garden (or in the Methodist Church 
if wet), the three churches and anyone else who cares to come will worship together in a Songs of 
Praise service.

On September 29th, Churches Together looks forward to welcoming the new Church of England 
ministerial  team of  Pam  McKellen and  Em  Coley, who are  to  be  licensed  that  evening  in  St 
Swithun’s Church. Both have Churches Together experience. St Leonard’s Church at Sunningwell, 
of which Pam is priest-in-charge, has joint services with Bayworth Baptist Church as a regular part 
of its services programme. Wendover parish, where Em is currently ministering, has recently signed 
an ecumenical covenant  with other  church denominations in  its  area.  So Kennington Churches 
Together expects  to be encouraged by the experience that both have gained in their  respective 
ministries to the benefit of its future events.

— Roy King

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Friends of Kendall Close

In Kendall Copse, both trees and first hedgerow have been growing exceptionally well this rather 
wet year. The trees in the first field are reaching 3m height in some cases and 2m in the second 
field. The unplanted area beneath the electricity cables had around a hundred mole hills—they must 
have been both busy and prolific—I hadn’t thought that the soil was rich enough to provide the 
earthworms they eat.

The work last year to clear much of the ragwort has paid dividends, as there were fewer than a 
couple of dozen plants there this year, compared to hundreds last year.

The pyramid orchids returned this year, up to a dozen where there were only six or seven last year. 
Another earlier surprise was the couple of dozen primroses along the edge of the path in the first 
field, presumably from seeds dropped by birds.

In the eastern field, with the erection of the new fence and planting of the 1,200 sapling trees for the 
hedgerow, it is now time for the other fence of the western field to receive similar attention.

In the coming weeks the old fence will come down, and mid-November we will be planting the 
second hedgerow.
A meeting is to be held on 7  th   September at 7:30 pm in the upstairs Committee Room   
in the Village Hall to discuss how we tackle this job.
If interested, please come along and give us your thoughts. We anticipate planting will be mid-
November.

Hope to see you either at the meeting or in the fields, perhaps black-berrying?

— Roger Gelder

Kennington Parish Council—Garden Competition 2009
The Annual Garden Competition took place on Saturday 11th July. 
The winners were as follows.

The ‘Geoffrey Blackman Cup’ for best front garden
1st Beryl & John Knibbs of 33 Sandford Lane

2nd Ruby & Pat Lemke of 78 Kennington Road

3rd Stella Kimber of 7 Perkins

Best Hanging Basket
Won by Helen & Geoff Lane of Four Pines, Bagley Wood Road

Best Business Premises
Won by Edith Court

The Judges were again impressed with the overall standard of the village but were disappointed in 
the Baskets as they felt the hailstorm earlier in the year may have taken its toll. They and the Parish 
Council would like to congratulate all the people of the parish who have taken the time to make our 
village a pleasant place to live.

Well Done

Peter Biggs
If you would like me to send you a copy of the full result sheet, please ring me on 01865 730353 or 
email peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.
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Amicitia Travel Club
26 members of the  Amicitia Travel Club recently returned from a six-night holiday in the  Mosel 
region of  Germany.  They enjoyed staying at  a  beautiful  riverside hotel  in  the small  village of 
Winningen not  far  from  Koblenz.  The visit  coincided with a four-day international  folk music 
festival, which attracted folk groups from as far afield as Africa, Canada and South America, as 
well as from all over Europe including one group from the UK.

The  Amicitia party  enjoyed  the  festival  with  its  huge  parade,  and  boat  trips  on  the  Mosel to 
Cochem and Beilstein and along the Rhine past Lorelei to Rudesheim. Some of the group travelled 
to Cologne to see its wonderful cathedral. The trip ended with wine-tasting in Winningen.

Many thanks to Frank and Lisa for organising another successful trip.

Following many requests,  next year’s  trip  (August 2010) will  be a  week’s stay in  Oberaudorf, 
southern Bavaria, on the Austrian border. Enquiries to Frank Wolff on 01865 326271.

Kennington for Fairtrade (K4F)
When I was fulfilling my need for chocolate in the Co-op recently, I noticed that there 
were two designs of “Dairy Milk” on sale. The new design bars bear the Fairtrade 
mark and have been replacing the old design over the summer. This is because the 
Cadbury Dairy Milk brand has recently been certified as a Fairtrade produce. This 
move, by a market leader, will lead to millions more people buying Fairtrade.

According to the Fairtrade Foundation: “For the cocoa farmers of Kuapa Kokoo co-op 
in Ghana, where Cadbury already sources its cocoa, the move will see their Fairtrade sales triple. 
They will sell a much larger percentage of their cocoa as Fairtrade, getting a fairer price and a much 
greater  range  of  farmer  and community  support.  The  increase  in  sales  will  also  help  existing 
certified farming groups such as Belize Sugar Cane Farmers’ Association.  The switch is  set  to 
benefit 46,000 farmers in total.”

I bought the Fairtrade Dairy Milk but I should stress that there are many other Fairtrade chocolate 
bars and other products available in Kennington today! It’s not difficult to join Fairtrade but does 
require some involvement. We can give you a few tips on how to do just that if you call 321044 for 
Robin Mason or 739229 for Brenda Groth.

 There are more details about Fairtrade producers and Fairtrade villages at www.fairtrade.org.uk.

Kennington Health Walks
Try a new Half Hour walk!

Have you recently been ill or had a joint replaced?
Are you managing a long term health problem?

Kennington Health Walks will  be offering another series of 
gentle starter  walks designed to help you gain strength and 
confidence. They will be supported by a trained walk leader. 
The walks will last no longer than half an hour. We will be 

walking in Kennington, and the walks will include the more accessible open spaces in the village.

Where: Meet at the Health Centre Car Park near the play area opposite the Tandem

When: 10am Mondays starting 7th Sept 2009 and continuing until 26th October

All you have to do is turn up on the day—no need to let us know you are coming.

Please wear shoes that are comfortable and safe for walking.

If you want to know more about the walk, please telephone Rosemary on 01865 735419.
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Macmillan Cancer Support

You are invited to join the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning.

‘Be part of it’ at the Methodist Church Upper Road

Friday 25th September 2009, 10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Raffle — Cakes  — White Elephant

Refreshments

Further details from Pam Forster on 01865 421859

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library. The Kennington Library also has a colour A4-size copy for those who 
prefer a larger size.

On our website, www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk, you can find colour A4-sized archives of the 
Chronicle from July 2008 — go to On-line Archives.

Go to On-line Extras to find extra articles too large or too late for publication on-line. New since  
last  publication:  Oxfordshire  Museum  (July),  Oxfordshire  Rural  Community  Council,  
Oxfordshire Museum (August).

The  sessions  are  all  about  babies,  toddlers  and  young  children  having  fun,  enjoying 
songs, rhymes, musical games and instruments with an adult.

• 3 ten-week terms a year during school time
• a week's half-term break each term
• sessions in the Meeting Room, Kennington Village Centre
• 2 groups for children at 9.15am and 10.30 am on Friday mornings
• refreshments between the two groups
• booking essential.  Starts on Friday 18th September.  £24 for 10 weeks

If you would like more information or to bring your child, please contact  Isobel Birse to 
book a place,  Ox 736170.
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Parish Council Matters

July 2009 Meeting

The  major  item  of  discussion  at  the  July 
meeting was the progress of the redevelopment 
of the Play Area at Playfield Road. Since that 
meeting, there has been a lot of activity towards 
the  installation  start  date  set  for  September 
2009.  While  this  edition  of  the  Chronicle  is 
being  delivered,  the  old  play  equipment  and 
fence  should  be  being  removed  and  the  first 
phase of building, the dry stone wall entrance 
feature, will be starting. It is hoped to salvage 
some  of  the  old  play  equipment  for  use 
elsewhere if possible. The final plans will be on 
show in the Village Hall on the Parish Council 
notice board. There will be a number of months 
when there will be contractors working on the 
field, and the Parish Council asks that parents 
and others with the care of young children do 
not let them play near or on the site until it is 
complete.

The following highway problems were reported 
in  July.  The  hedge  along  the  slip  road  from 
105–153  The  Avenue;  pothole  outside  111 
Poplar  Grove;  general  poor  condition  of  the 
footpaths  outside  Ross  Court  and  in  The 
Avenue  from  Cranbrook Drive  to  Simpsons 
Way; poor state of Bagley Close at the southern 
exit,  the  result  of  a  burnt  out  car;  pothole  in 
footway near  the  new houses  at  the  southern 
end of Poplar Grove.

The  Clerk  had  also  requested  strimming 
Sustrans cycle path, which was done early July.

The  members  of  the  Parish  Council  were 
delighted  at  the  number  of  people,  six  in  all, 
who had asked to be considered for co-option 
to  the  council.  After  a  series  of  votes,  Alan 
Cobb was elected by the members to join the 
council.  Everyone  is  reminded  that  the  next 
election  for  the  full  council  will  be  in  May 
2011. If you want to know more about being a 
Parish Councillor please contact the Clerk.

A new litter bin was installed in Poplar Grove 
at the end of the alley to The Avenue. Another 
dog waste bin was installed at the entrance to 
the Memorial Field in The Avenue. It is hoped 

that  dog  walkers  will  use  it  to  reduce  the 
amount  of dog faeces  in  the field.  There had 
been a plan to have an additional dog waste bin 
in  Bagley Wood Road,  but  finding a  position 
for it is still under discussion.

It was agreed to prepare an Emergency Plan for 
the village. Three councillors would be looking 
at  the  template  supplied  by  the  County 
Council’s emergency planning department.

The members of the Parish Council agreed to 
support  by  £1,000  a  project  to  purchase  a 
replacement roller  for the Kennington Cricket 
Club.  They  also  gave  grants  of  £400  to  the 
1st Kennington Guides, £300 to the Friends of 
Kennington  Library,  and  £75  to  the  charity 
Root and Branch.

Flag Days 2009

September & October

No flag days

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
SEPTEMBER 2009

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 10th September at 7:30pm.

There is no full council meeting in August.

THE SEPTEMBER MEETING WILL BE 
IN ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH HALL.

The Parish ‘Office’ is on Saturday 5th 

September from 10 am to 11 am.

The next Planning Committees are
Tuesdays 1st and 22nd September at 8.00pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan, which may be within days 

of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk 
immediately if you want to make a comment. 
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the 
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are held in the Village Centre 
unless otherwise notified,

and the public is very welcome.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Pat’s Kenyan Safari

Artist  Pat  Moon  fulfilled  a  dream  in  May 
when she visited Africa on a Kenyan Safari 
for ten days to see the wildlife. She made a 
visit to Nairobi’s Elephant Orphanage, where 
orphaned elephants are nursed back to health 
by carers so they can grow up and one day 
join  adults  in  Tsavo National  Park.  Waking 
up  at  Sweetwaters Tented  Camp  she  could 
see  Mount  Kenya  and  a  sunrise.  Treetops 
(where  the  Queen  stayed  as  princess)  was 
also  visited,  which  is  famous  for  elephants 
and  other  animals  visiting  the  waterhole. 
Finally,  Maasai Mara  with  its  wonderful 
array of animals where she saw lions, which 
she loves to paint.

Exhibitions: Over the coming months Pat intends to paint scenes of Africa and its animals, and 
hopes to show some of her work at Kennington Health Centre and exhibit with Abingdon Artists.

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: September 2009

Forthcoming Events www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

September Saturday 5th September 2009 Village Centre, doors open at 2:15pm

Annual Show of Flowers Fruit & Vegetables

Also... Handicraft, cookery, photography and children classes

Admission 50p, children under 16 free

September Sunday 13th September 2009
Coach outing to RHS Hyde Hall Essex and Crews Hill Nurseries

Bookings  can  now  be  made  for  the  above  trip  by  telephoning  the  treasurer  on 
730961. The all-inclusive cost is £12.00 payable at the time of booking and £13.00 
for non-members. Entry to the gardens is free under our affiliation to the RHS. You 
are paying only for the coach.

The coach will depart from Manor Grove at 8:45am (yes 8:45am) calling at bus stops 
through the village. Our plan is to call at Crews Hill, Enfield, where there is a series 
of  private  nurseries  and  garden  centres,  and  then  continue  to  Hyde  Hall  for  a 
lunchtime arrival with afternoon visit. At the time of going to press there are plenty 
of places!

October Wednesday 28th October 2009, 7:30pm, Village Centre

Illustrated  talk  in  3D by Ian Butterfield.  His  talk  on  this  occasion  is  ‘Bhutan  in 
Spring’. Admission £2.00.

November Wednesday 18th November 2009, 7:30pm, Village Centre

AGM and illustrated talk by Timothy Walker: “Can Americans Garden?”
Admission £2.00.
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Kennington Women’s Institute WI
July Meeting

Miss  Kathleen  Scroggins gave  a  very  interesting,  amusing  and  informative  demonstration  on 
inexpensive flower arrangements at our July meeting.

Miss Thomas reported on her visit to the unveiling of the WI Stone Seat at the National Memorial 
Arboretum in Staffordshire to which our Institute had given a donation.

Strawberries and cream and wine, provided by our President, concluded a very pleasant evening.

Our Afternoon Tea on 7th August was a very enjoyable occasion. We would like to thank all the 
members and others who attended and helped us with our fund-raising event.

The summer outing was a boat trip from Oxford to Abingdon and we managed to avoid getting wet 
from the frequent rain showers. Afternoon refreshment was provided at a hotel in Abingdon and 
this completed a very pleasant outing.

Our next meeting on Wednesday, 9th September is a talk by Mr S Flinders on “HM Forces and how 
to support them in Afghanistan.” This is sure to be very interesting and you are welcome to come 
along to the Village Centre at 7:15 pm.

Kennington Health Centre

******* NEWS FROM KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE *******

Dr.   Verjee  
As most of you know, Dr. Salim Verjee, who lived for many years in Kennington, and worked at 
the Health Centre until he retired in 1996, sadly died in an accident on 6th June 2009. Our Book of 
Condolence at the Health Centre is still open; please come in and write in it if you would like to.
Many people have also expressed a wish to contribute to a fund in for Dr Verjee, and we have 
started a collection for those who wish to contribute in order to plant a tree at the Health Centre in 
his memory. If you would like to contribute, please tell the receptionists or put your donation in 
the post. Cheques should be made payable to “Kennington Health Centre” and marked on the 
back “Dr. Verjee’s fund”.

SEASONAL FLU… FLU… FLU… FLU… FLU…

We will be holding some Saturday clinics for flu jabs, on Saturdays 26th September and 3rd and 
17th October (depending on demand).  If you are over 65 or in an at-risk group (see note), please 
ring the Health Centre for an appointment 01865 730911.

Note:  At-risk  groups:  People  with  chronic  lung  disease,  chronic  heart  disease,  diabetes, 
chronic renal disease or a weak immune system.

We are only allowed to give the vaccination to those in the at-risk groups or over 65s.

If you are not in one of these groups we will not be able to give you the vaccination but you can 
have it done privately at Boots Chemist in Oxford (cost £15).

Did you know...
You can order your repeat prescription on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager
Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net
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Kennington Festival Group
Formerly known as the Handicapped Group

We meet in Kennington Village Centre from 2–4pm. We would like to see 
some  new faces,  so  if  you  are  over  60  and  at  a  loose  end  on  Monday 
afternoons, please come and join us.

September 14th and 28th

October 13th and 26th

We have a new transport manager who organises our voluntary drivers, whom we can’t 
thank enough, to enable those who would find it difficult to get to the meetings. 
Come and join the team and meet some amazing people.

Please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 for more information . Make sure that you 
leave your Name and Telephone number on the answer phone so I can ring you back!

Kennington History Society
In July, a small group of members enjoyed a delightful tour around historic Lower Radley led by 
Rita Ford of the Radley History Club, who was ably assisted by her husband. This tour of the 
dwellings and landmarks of our neighbouring village was a very great success, suggesting there 
could be other interesting local places suitable for a similar evening visit.

‘this month’

The forthcoming month will be a busy one, firstly on Sunday 13th September 2009 the Chairman, 
with the assistance of Rosemary Aldgate of Kennington Health Walks, will lead a ‘Local History 
Walk of Kennington’ as part of the Oxford Preservation Trust’s Oxford Open Doors 2009. A two-
mile stroll around the Village looking at buildings and places of historic interest. Walkers to meet at 
the Village Centre Car Park at 11:00am.

The History Society’s next event will be held on Monday 21st September 2009 at 7:45pm in the 
Methodist Church when Andrew Moss will give his greatly anticipated talk entitled ‘Memories  
of the Radcliffe Infirmary.’

Then of course on Thursday 24th September 2009 the Society will make its Annual Coach Trip, 
this year to Gloucester. Because of the numerous attractions of this medieval city all the tickets for 
the visit were sold out some time ago. The travel arrangements will be as before with the coach 
picking up from all the bus stops on the western side of the main roads through the village starting 
at Manor Grove at 9:30am and returning to Kennington at around 7:00pm.

‘next month’

On  Monday 19th October 2009  in the  Methodist Church  starting at  7:45pm  we will have an 
event entitled ‘Money and Medallions’ : The Story of Coins, Medallions, Tokens and Tickets. 
The local expert and speaker Graham Kirby has also agreed to give free valuations of members’ 
coins.

In July this year we lost a great friend when Ian Sillince sadly died. Whilst many will recall the 
excellent talk he gave the Society on ‘The Tomb of the Unknown Warrior,’ all of us that knew him 
will remember him with real affection, a true gentleman. I must record my personal thanks to him 
for his invaluable help when writing about the conduct of 1st World War, a subject on which his 
knowledge was quite exceptional.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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Kennington Link WI
July 2009 Meeting

Few people have had the opportunity to taste Medieval Fruit Leathers, Roman Sweet  
Wine Cakes or Georgian Potted Cheese. Fortunately these were included in a delicious 
selection of goodies provided by our speaker, and all were extremely tasty!

Mrs Byast, speaking on “Tasting the Past” whisked us back in time with slides showing kitchens 
and ovens throughout the ages. Beginning with the oldest  kitchen in the  Orkneys which had a 
stone-built oven, we travelled through Roman and Tudor periods, finishing with the black Victorian 
kitchen range (which some of us could still remember in Grandma’s cottage). During the course of 
the talk it was interesting to learn the origins of many present-day sayings, and also how large 
squares of bread might be used instead of dinner plates and then given to the poor. Finally, we were 
very  pleased to  have missed a  short-lived  fashion  for  the wealthy which came about  with the 
introduction of sugar—that was black teeth!

Mrs  Jean  Mundy  thanked  the  speaker  for  a  most  interesting  talk  which  we  had  all  enjoyed 
immensely.

Earlier, the President, Ann Coulter, had welcomed members and thanked Rosalie for preparing the 
hall for our meeting. 

A donation is to be sent to Denman towards a Bursary in memory of the late Joan Wells, who was a 
past President and Secretary of our WI. 

Interest was shown in a brochure showing a stone seat commemorating the work of the WI in the 
war. This is situated in the National Memorial Arboretum. 

Beautiful flowers on the President’s table had been donated by Joyce Leach and would be sent to 
Jean Perella who was unwell.

We look forward to meeting again on September 2nd when we will welcome our speaker, Mr Tony 
Legge, whose talk is entitled “Abingdon Town Crier”.

Visitors are always welcome.

Kennington Overseas Aid

At the time of writing the KOA shop is in full swing and we hope that it will make a lot of money 
for KOA this year. It is a good example of recycling and an opportunity to find a bargain. The KOA 
season will draw to a close on 26th September with the last event, the concert by ‘Charity Opera’ 
with supper in the Village Hall.

We have enjoyed working with “Cecily’s Fund,” the charity we selected for 2009. People from the 
charity have been very supportive and have attended many events in Kennington. They are all very 
enthusiastic about helping young people in Zambia.  There are just  six staff  in the UK and the 
charity works through local partner organisations and the Zambian Ministry of Education. They 
regularly visit Zambia to make sure that the money raised is being spent as effectively as possible.

We  congratulate  “Cecily’s  Fund”  on  recently  winning  first  prize  in  the  Institute  of  Chartered 
Accountants’ Charities On-Line Accounts Award. They were commended for their clear vision and 
for making clear links between money raised and money spent. We can therefore be confident that 
the  money raised  by  the  support  of  the  people  of  Kennington  for  this  year’s  project  is  being 
carefully and wisely used in Zambia. KOA thanks you all for your help and support.

KOA Chair: Sylvia Vetta (739071) www.koa.org.uk Vice Chair: Brenda Groth (739229)
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Village Diary
September & October 2009

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mondays
Thursdays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am

Tuesdays
Thursdays

Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am

Fridays Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

September 2009
Tue 1 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 2 Kennington Link WI—Abingdon Town Crier Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 5
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Horticultural Society Summer Show Village Centre 2:15 pm

Sun 6 United Songs of Praise 6:30 pm
Tue 8 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Church Hall 10 am
Wed 9 Kennington WI: HM Forces Support in Afghanistan Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 12 Horticultural Society: Trip to Hyde Hall & Crew Hill (730961 Brian Peedell)
Tue 15 Trefoil Guild Centenary Celebrations Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Wed 16 Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Fri 18 First Rehearsal: Kennington Choir Messiah Methodist Church Hall 7:45 pm
Sat 19 Dance for St Swithun’s Church (50’s & 60’s music) Village Centre 8–11:30 pm

Sun 20 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 21 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 22 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Fri 25 Macmillan Coffee Morning Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Sat 26 KOA Closing Event Concert & Supper Village Centre 7:30 pm
Mon 28 Monday Circle—I Remember (Members’ Memories) Methodist Church 7:30 pm

October 2009
Sat 3 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Wed 7 Kennington Link WI: Over the Sea Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Thu 8 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 10 Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Tue 13
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 14 Kennington WI: Surviving the Vicarage when… Village Centre 7:15 pm
Mon 19 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Thu 22 Churches Together: Any Questions Panel Village Centre 7:30–9:30 pm
Fri 23 Coffee Morning: Brocke Charity for Donkeys Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon

Chronicle Confounds

he  diagram  on  the  right  shows  a  quarter-circle  with  a  rectangle 
inside.  The  circle’s  radius  is  6  inches.  How long  is  the  diagonal 
inside the rectangle? (Clue: The answer is easier than you think!)T

The answer is upside-down below.

38 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Answer: Six inches. The diagonal of the rectangle is the same 
length as its other diagonal (not drawn)―which is also the radius!
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