The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen
The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
The Rev Em Coley
The New Vicarage, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD

01235 554739
01865 735135

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc.
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC

01865 739751
01865 739342

Churchwarden
Isabel Baggott
Gerry Bowen-Thomas

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH
22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ

01865 730950
01865 739356

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH

01865 730950

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett

01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday
4th Sunday Family Service
Choir
Mondays
St Swithun’s Guild
Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent
4th Wednesday in the month
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent
Sunday School

9:30 am
10:30 am
6:30 pm
2:30 pm
01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday
4th Sunday
4th & 5th Sunday
Wednesday

Parish Communion
Family Service & Baptisms
Holy Communion
Evening Service
Holy Communion

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage

9:30 am
10:30 am
9:00 am
6:30 pm
10:30 am
By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers
Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................01235 854780 or 07831 661365
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800 317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Del Delaney 1810.......................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522

2

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Index of Contents
Articles & Advertisements.........................................................................8–41, 43, 44
Church pages............................................................................................................3–7
Contact and Submissions...........................................................................................41
Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives.............................................29
The Parish Church of St Swithun.................................................................................2
Useful Telephone Numbers..........................................................................................2
Village Diary..............................................................................................................42

St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
On Tuesday 29th September at 7:30 p.m. Bishop Stephen Cottrell will license the Rev Emma Coley
to be the Associate Priest in Kennington and Radley with Sunningwell, The Rev Pamela McKellen
of Radley will also be Licensed and Installed as Priest In Charge.
This is an important event in the life not only of St Swithun’s church but also of the village. The
church has been without a priest in charge for 14 months and we have been fortunate that so many
people have rallied around and helped us. The village of Kennington extends a warm welcome to
Pam and Em (although her name is Emma she prefers to be known as Em). We also welcome Em’s
family, husband Lee and children Ellie (3½ years) and Jack (6 months). They will be living at the
New Vicarage in Ross Court.
What will the Rev Em be doing? She will be doing all the usual things that village priests do—
taking services, weddings, christenings and funerals, and visiting the sick and the bereaved and our
local C of E controlled school. But there is a lot more to the work of a priest. She will be
interpreting the needs, hopes and concerns of the village, the diocese and even the world to us here
in Kennington.
Her task is not an easy one, and she will need the help, talents and advice of many people in the
village. No doubt she will encourage us to examine how we can use our gifts so that we can
proclaim by word and example the Good News of Jesus. We can then “seek and serve Christ in all
persons, loving our neighbours as ourselves,” and striving “for justice and peace among all people
and respect the dignity of every human being.”
Her role will be far more than leading us in some cosy sentimental choruses or even some well
loved hymns. Her ministry of rejoicing will require weeping with those who weep, and raging with
those who have suffered abuse or neglect. Of one thing we can be certain. Em will not be sitting
around as some religious couch potato, but she will need our help, our friendship and our support.
St Swithun’s is the parish church of Kennington. You may not be a member of the church or have
rarely set foot in it, but it is your parish church so why not come along and not only rejoice with us
on Tuesday 29th but also meet the Rev Em and the Rev Pam.
— Gerry Bowen Thomas
Services in October:
4th Oct
9:30 am Parish Communion
18th Oct
10:30 am Harvest Service
6:30 pm Compline
6:30 pm Compline
th
th
11 Oct
9:30 am Parish Communion
25 Oct
9:00 am Said Communion
6:30 pm Compline
10:30 am Family Service
6:30 pm Compline
Children are very welcome at all of our services.
The Family Service at 10:30am. These are short friendly services (about ½ an hour) of
songs, prayers and a short talk, all orientated around young children. Please join us for this
happy occasion if you can.
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The mid-week communion services are at 10:30am on Wednesdays. Please do come along and
join with this friendly group.
Good News for St Swithun’s
We are pleased to welcome the Revd Pam McKellen as our Priest in Charge of Kennington
and the Revd Em Coley as our Associate Priest. At the time of going to print we are looking
forward to the Licensing Service on Tuesday 29th September at 7:30pm.
Em is currently a Curate in Wendover, and has a husband Lee and two small children, Ellie
and Jack. The family will live in the vicarage in Kennington and Em will be based mainly in
Kennington although she will be involved in the work at Radley and Sunningwell too.
Look at the website for up-to-date details: www.stswithunskennington.org
Please pray for:
The sick: Sue Moles, Joan Caddick, Derek Copcutt, James, George and Nan Whaley, Jenny
Peachy, Ken Smith, Elsie Parish, Peter Hooper and Sybil Belcher.
The residents of Kennington.
For the ‘Living Faith’ initiative and the Prayer Partnership.
The community: St Swithun’s School and nursery, and all those who teach. The Parish Council.
All health professionals working in Kennington, including those working at the Health Centre, the
Dentist and in people’s homes. St Swithun’s Guild, the two homes in the parish, those living at
Edith Court, the other churches and organisations.
The World. All the areas of the world where people are suffering whether as a result of famine, war
or natural disasters. We think especially of the people of Palestine, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, Sri
Lanka and the Middle East. Africa, especially those in Zimbabwe and Darfur. Pray for all those
who work for peace, democracy and justice.
The work of the Church in the world. The Queen.
Events
Please join us for our Harvest service on 18th October and for the lunch that will follow the
service.
The Church is open during the day. Please come in to pray, meditate or simply sit and relax in
God’s presence. We keep nothing of value on the Church premises.
— Isabel Baggott

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
THE KENNINGTON & DISTRICT UNITED CHURCH CHOIRS will be giving their annual
performance of Handel’s Messiah in St Swithun’s Parish Church on Sunday 11th October at
3 p.m. This will be a “Sing-In” performance when we invite other singers to come and share the
afternoon with us. Our soloists will be Claire Barratt (Soprano); Rebecca Martin (Contralto); Ian
Barratt (Tenor); and Stephen Barratt (Baritone). The accompanist will be John Oxlade, and the
conductor will be Trevor Cowlett. Entrance is free, but there will be a collection for the Mali
Development Fund.
Do come and listen: do come and sing: do come and give. Everyone is invited!
For all details, visit our new web-site www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or contact Trevor Cowlett on
01865 735885. We would be delighted to see you.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
Minister:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX
Circuit Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH

Telephone:
01865 763676

Telephone:
01865 243216

SERVICES FOR OCTOBER
Morning Worship will be held each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion will be celebrated on Sunday 25th October at 10:30 a.m.
The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.
United Service of Evening Prayer in the Roman Catholic Church of the Good
Shepherd on Sunday 11th October at 6:30 p.m.
PREACHERS FOR OCTOBER AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:
4th October

DISABILITY SUNDAY—HARVEST THANKSGIVING. All age worship led
by the Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies. Everyone is especially invited to
this celebration of Harvest Thanksgiving.

11th October

David Harper, from Long Hanborough.
6:30 p.m. United Service of Evening Prayer in the Roman Catholic Church of
the Good Shepherd.

18th October

ONE WORLD WEEK. Deacon Stephen Richardson, from Rose Hill.

25th October

BIBLE SUNDAY. The Revd John Rowland, from Kennington. This service will
include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other
activities. The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 a.m. each Sunday morning,
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.
ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for
new residents and visitors to the village.
OTHER DATES FOR OCTOBER
EVERY SUNDAY

The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Sunday
11th OCTOBER

Handel’s MESSIAH in the Parish Church of St Swithun at 3 p.m.
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EVERY SUNDAY

The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday
13th OCTOBER

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the
Methodist Church Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Thursday
15th OCTOBER

The Churches Together Home Fellowship Group meets at
8 St Swithun’s Road at 2:30 p.m.

Sunday
18th OCTOBER

The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise for Mon Choisy Elderly Persons
Home at 3 p.m. and Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 3.45 p.m.

Wednesday
21st OCTOBER

Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court at 10.30 a.m. Do come, if you
are able.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY 13th OCTOBER from 10 a.m.
onwards. This will be many bargains. All the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.
Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross, Pam Forster, and Joy
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning
out’.
The August Coffee Morning raised £117.80.
The September Coffee Morning raised £112.70.
The November Coffee Morning will take place on TUESDAY 10th NOVEMBER.
We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.
MONDAY CIRCLE. The Monday Circle will meet Monday 26th October at 7:30 p.m. in the
Methodist Church, when the Revd John Rowland will give a talk on Female Poets 1914–1918.
All details from Maizie Johnson on 01865 454295.
IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private
function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is NOT available for
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

Churches Together in Kennington
A few weeks ago when I was visiting a member of my
congregation , we suddenly realised that there were lots of
connections of which we had been unaware. In our
conversation, we talked about where we were born, where we
went to school, where we were brought up, and where members of our
family lived, and we named the Churches with which we had associations. It added another
dimension to the conversation to be able actually to visualise the same street, remember the
particular people mentioned and recall the changes that had taken place in a particular part of the
country.
One thing is clear—we would not have realised the many connections we shared if we had not had
the conversation in the first place! How much better would our world be if we communicated with
6
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one another and learned more about the connections we have? For, regardless of colour, religion,
class or creed, we all share the connection of being part of the human race.
October 18th –25th sees the marking of ‘One World Week.’ This initiative was founded by the World
Development Movement in 1978 out of a desire that, for one week in every year, the Churches
should draw the attention of their communities to the fact that the world consists of one human
race, which shares one planet in which all may enjoy fullness of life. Over the years, OWW has
broadened its approach to include people from all backgrounds and developed an international
reputation for bringing people together to learn about global issues, and to take actions locally on
things which have an impact on the whole world.
The resources for this year’s theme ‘Hungry for One World’ focus on exploring hunger and poverty
from two different faith perspectives: Muslim and Christian. This provides a good connection with
the bi-monthly series being run by Churches Together called ‘Faith in the Modern World:
Christianity and Islam.’ The next session in the series will be held at the Good Shepherd Church on
Thursday 26th November at 8 p.m. and will be led by a representative of the Muslim faith. A warm
welcome is extended to all.
But before that, there will be an excellent opportunity to understand each other’s perspectives on a
wide range of issues at our special ‘Any Questions?’ evening being held in the Village Centre at
7:30 p.m. on Thursday 22nd October during One World Week. There will be a panel of 3 or 4 people
connected with our local community who will be ready and waiting to respond to your questions! If
you have any questions you would like to ask the panellists, it would be most helpful if these could
be passed on to Mr Andrew Dunsdon (01865 453899), Chair of Churches Together in Kennington,
before the event, although it will also be possible to ask questions on the day.
We look forward to seeing you there, and who knows what connections we may find we have with
one another?
— Rev Rosemary Davies

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15am
11:15am
6:30pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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1st Kennington Guides
On 5th September 1909, a small group of courageous girls stepped
forward at the Boy Scouts Rally at Crystal Palace Park, London
and asked its Founder, Lord Robert Baden Powell if he would do
“something for the girls.” In a time when it was improper for girls to run or raise their arms above
their head, this was a feisty and brave thing for these girls to do and was the birth of the Guiding
movement, which has come a long way since then—the movement has travelled all over the globe
with over 10 million members worldwide and over 500,000 in the UK.
100 years later, on 5th September 2009, 10 girls
from 1st Kennington Guides took part in the
Centenary Launch party at Cotswold Wildlife
Park. After spending the morning at our leisure
around the park, we joined thousands of other
rainbows, brownies, guides, rangers and
leaders from Oxfordshire to take part in a giant
picnic and sing-along. The afternoon was then
spent undertaking activities based around the
themes of Adventure, Heritage and Creativity
in our own “Crystal Palace” watched over by
the camels next door!
The party has launched a year-long celebration
of Girlguiding, which locally will include an
international camp to be held in Oxfordshire, a
night event at Blenheim Palace, various
challenges and activities for us all to complete
Some of the group by the penguins
and special badges and awards to gain. Some
members of our unit, as part of the Great Guide Getaway, are also looking forward to a trip to
EuroDisney in October 2010 with 1st Radley and 12th Abingdon Guides.
We always look forward to welcoming new members to the unit. Guides are aged 10–15 but can
join at any age and they do not need to have been a Brownie. If you would like more information
please call Jo on 09740 537992 or email kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.

British Legion Appeal Collection 2009
Saturday 24th October sees the start of “Poppy time.” The army of poppy sellers will be calling at
all houses in the village during the fortnight leading up to Remembrance Day.
Please receive them kindly.
The money raised from this nationwide appeal is spent on the needs of the armed forces as well as
supporting their dependants. The need now is as great as it ever was. Please give as generously as
you can—as the Tesco advert says, “Every little helps!”
If anyone would like to become a “Poppy person” and join the poppy sellers, your help will be so
valued. Because of advancing years and ill health we usually lose some of our people each year.
Think about it—it doesn't take a lot of time.

Barbara Boyne, 735634
Sheila and Michael, 739796
9
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Act of Remembrance — Kennington War Memorial
KENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
ACT OF REMEMBRANCE AT KENNINGTON WAR MEMORIAL

SUNDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 2009
You are invited to join together for an Act of Remembrance.
The procession to the War Memorial will start at the Tandem car park. There will follow the service
of Remembrance and wreath laying after the Silence at 11am, concluding with a service at St
Swithun’s church.
An Order of Service and Hymn Sheet will be available on the day.
Please assemble at the War Memorial by 10:45am.
(If you would like to lay a wreath on behalf of an organisation
and you have not received a letter from the Parish Clerk,
Mrs Pam Johnston, please call her on 01865 421126.)
IMPORTANT
Please note Kennington Road and The Avenue will be closed to traffic
from Edward Road to Poplar Grove between 10:30am and 11:30am.
Bagley Wood Road is also closed at the War Memorial end.
Could you please let any visitors know about the road closures.
The 35 Bus route will also be suspended for a period.

Kennington Library Newsletter
SUMMER is over and the autumn is just around the corner. As ever it’s been a busy summer
at the library with the children’s reading scheme Quest Seekers keeping us all reading. As we
write we’ve had almost 90 children complete the scheme and we’re looking forward to
celebrating their achievements at the medal and awards ceremony.
We’re now back to our regular programme of events with a storytime special. Children’s
puppeteer, ‘Lizzie Maisels,’ will be there to entertain us all (page 19). For the next generation
or two, we return to our ever popular ‘Let’s Talk About Books’ morning (also page 19).
Two major national events are happening in October. The first, for children, is Children’s
Book Week, starting 5th October. The following week the Public Libraries Services Survey
starts. Please, please come along and tell us what you think of our services. Three years ago,
after the feedback you provided in the survey, we finally got the library redecorated—so
your comments really do count! This is your chance to have your say about your library and
the service provided.
We look forward to seeing you in the library and hope that you will enjoy the latest selection
of books and films.
For further information on all the Oxfordshire Libraries Services please log on to the web
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
Dominique and her staff

Kennington Library 01865 730763
11
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Kennington Overseas Aid
WELL DONE KENNINGTON!
In 2007 KOA chose a project from a local charity, Friends of Bonou. This was to build and equip a
library for a secondary school in Benin, West Africa. Previously the school had a small garden-shed
sized hut with a few books. The people of Kennington raised £21,573 that year. Imagine our
excitement when we received an enthusiastic report that the library was up and running and had
been officially opened. Here is part of the report from Laurence Lalanne-Devlin:
The project was completed in December 2008 and the
library was put into use in the next few months but it had
not been properly ‘inaugurated’ with a grand official
ceremony. That sort of things is serious business in
Benin! It has now taken place and I was there to witness
it and even, I dare say, to give it the seal of approval
from the funders: KOA!
This library came into existence thanks to the joint
efforts of KOA and FOB, two British groups composed
entirely of volunteers. It was opened on 23 July 2009.

The Commemorative plaque

I can now report that it is looking truly magnificent, outside and inside! The head of the school and
all the staff were there and of course they are all VERY pleased and very proud… And so can KOA!
The Minister of Education had dispatched his number 2 (“Directeur de Cabinet”), a tall, lanky
man, very charming and very articulate and we had a lovely ceremony, as only the Africans know
how to organise them! Speeches galore, dances, theatrical sketches, filming, refreshments, the lot!
It was great!
Outside the official speeches it is worth mentioning the
one made by the school’s head where he paid homage to
KENNINGTON and to the “grandeur d’âme” (noblemindedness) and to the extraordinary generosity of its
inhabitants who work so hard for far-away children that
they have never met.

We thank Friends of Bonou for this great feedback.
The library inside
Come and hear how much was raised this year for Cecily’s Fund at our AGM on 12th
November at 8 pm in St Swithun’s Church Hall.
KOA Chair: Sylvia Vetta (739071)
Vice Chair: Brenda Groth (739229)

13
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The Rose Taylor Memorial Christmas Lunch
We are pleased to be able announce this month that, with the kind permission of the Saïd Business
School once again, this year’s Charity Christmas Lunch will be held in Egrove Park on Monday
21st December 2009 at 12:30pm for 1:00pm.
Because of the event’s outstanding popularity, allied to the fact that not everyone in the village
receives the Chronicle on the same day, a new arrangement involving early notice of the date when
tickets would go on sale was introduced two years ago.
Tickets for this year’s traditional Christmas Dinner, with all the trimmings including a choice of red
or white wine, prepared and served by the School’s renowned catering staff, can be obtained from
10am Monday 2nd NOVEMBER 2009 at a cost of £15.00 from George or Carole Ross at 163
Bagley Close, Kennington.
All of the proceeds from this year’s event (dinner and raffle) in excess of the costs involved will be
donated, in line with the Taylor Family’s wishes, equally between the Kennington Cancer Fund
and the Pathway Workshop.
Again two of Rose’s favourite charities.
As in previous years there are a limited number of tickets available, which cannot be reserved.
They will, as usual, be sold strictly on a ‘first come first served’ basis but not until Monday 2nd
NOVEMBER 2009.
N.B. If your are away that day you can of course ask a friend to collect your ticket.
George & Carole Ross

Volunteer Befrienders—South & Vale Carers Centre
Do you have a few hours to spare? Would you like to meet new people?
South & Vale Carers Centre are looking for Volunteer Befrienders in your area now.
Our scheme to train and place volunteers is really making a difference to many peoples lives in the
community. Our volunteers are trained to sit with a cared-for person to give the UNPAID carer a
much-needed break.
If you are interested, you will be offered a short interview, followed by some training to help equip
you.
We take great care to match befrienders with our carers and cared-for, and you will also have the
support of a co-ordinator to ensure you have constant support.
You only need to commit one hour a week or fortnight or more if you can spare. We have
volunteers of all ages but need more to keep the service running.
As a befriender you will sit with the cared-for person so the carer can get out of the house for an
hour or two. They may go and do some shopping, get their hair done or even just go for a coffee at
a friend’s house. Your visit might be the only time the carer is able to get out of the house.
So make a difference TODAY and call me, Teresa Thompson, 01235 510212 or email
teresa@svcarers.org.uk. I will be very pleased to hear from you.
Teresa Thompson. Registered charity 1042708
15
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Kennington History Society
As we go to press, History Society members are eagerly looking forward, first to a talk by Andrew
Moss entitled ‘Memories of the Radcliffe Infirmary,’ and then a few days later to the Society’s
Annual Coach Trip, which this year is to the City of Gloucester.
‘The Local History Walk of Kennington,’ which took place in early September as part of the
Oxford Preservation Trust’s Oxford Open Doors 2009, proved a great success with visitors joining
us from Iffley, North Hinksey, Oxford and Abingdon for our tour around the places of historic
interest in the village. A big thank you to Rosemary Aldgate of Kennington Health Walks who
helped with the event.
‘this month’
On Monday 19th October 2009 in the Methodist Church starting at 7:45pm we will have an
event entitled ‘Money and Medallions’: The Story of Coins, Medallions, Tokens and Tickets.
The local expert and our speaker Graham Kirby has also agreed to give free valuations of
members’ coins.
‘next month’
The Society’s next event, which will be held on Monday 16th November 2009 in the Methodist
Church at 7:45pm, is the greatly anticipated talk by the famous Radio Oxford broadcaster Bill
Heine, about his own interesting and varied life including a personal history of the development of
Local Radio entitled ‘Heinstein of the Airways.’
History Society events are free to members with visitors welcome at a charge of £2.50
George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society

Winter Warming Ploughman’s Lunch
KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE INVITES YOU TO A
WINTER WARMING PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH
Wednesday 18th November, 12 noon–2 pm
Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington
CHRISTMAS CRAFTS FOR SALE, CAKE STALL — RAFFLE
ALL VERY WELCOME

Abingdon Anglo-German Club
Most events take place Thursdays at 7:30 p.m. at The Abbey Chapel, Checker Walk, Abingdon.
If you are interested in the programme for 2009–2010, please call 01235 533887.

17
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Storytime Puppet Show
“Rupert the Elephant of Colour”
WEDNESDAY 21ST OCTOBER
11:00–11:30 a.m.
Kennington Library
Thanks to the Oxford Children’s Book Group, the
librarian welcomes storyteller Lizzie Maisels and
all children under 5 accompanied by their parents.
Kindly supported by the Friends of Kennington Library, this event is Free.

Will You Share Your Wartime Memories?
Would you be interested in talking about your memories of the Second World War?
The Second World War Experience Centre is carrying out a nationwide project,
recording the personal experiences of people who lived through the war years, to
ensure these stories are preserved for future generations. With the recent passing of
the last veterans of World War One, this has brought into focus the increasing
urgency to record people’s memories before it is too late.
The Centre is a registered museum and charity, and more than 4,000 people have been interviewed
for the Centre’s oral history archive. The Centre would like to record the stories of ex-servicemen
and women, civilians, children, factory workers, or anyone who has first hand memories from that
time. Its website can be found at www.war-experience.org.
If you are interested in having your wartime memories recorded for posterity and inclusion in The
Second World War Experience Centre archive, or would like further information, please contact the
Centre’s volunteer recorder in the Oxfordshire area, Matthew Smaldon, 4 St Edmunds Lane,
Abingdon, OX14 5BU, telephone 01235 526734 (please leave a message if there is no answer),
email: matthew.smaldon@gmail.com

‘Let’s Talk About Books’ Morning
Kennington Library invites you to our
‘Let’s Talk about Books’
mornings!
Wednesday 7th October from 10:30 a.m.
At 11 am the librarian welcomes Local historian Christine Wootton
to talk about the history of Radley Primary School.

Find out how and why she wrote it!
Tea and coffee will kindly be provided by the
Friends of Kennington library.
For more information contact Kennington library, telephone 01867 730763, or visit
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
19

20

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Well Project to Help the Poor in India
Keith Mersh, a former church minister living in Marcham, has dedicated himself to help the poorest in
rural India. The lowest in the Indian caste system, known as the Dalits or ‘The Untouchables,’ are often
severely discriminated against, even to the point of being denied access to fresh water from the community
hand pump. It is often thought that if a Dalit touches the hand pump, then somehow the water would
become contaminated!
Through his previous church in Bedfordshire, Keith raised funds to bore a well in the South of India.
As a result of conversations that had then taken place, he was aware that there was a significant need for
many more wells. However, Keith did not know how to proceed further until he was at a conference at the
beginning of 2008. There, Keith met an Indian church
leader called Alok Srivastava from the North Indian
state of Uttar Pradesh. Alok had been aware of the
desperate need for wells in a number of Indian
villages, and that meeting last year enabled the idea to
become a reality.
Over the last year, Keith set up an organisation
called Samaritan’s Well to raise funds in this country,
through sponsorship from UK churches or individuals,
or through the backing of his business. In India, Alok
establishes where the greatest need is, and organises
the boring of the wells with the local church in the
village where the well is to be dug.
Using hand tools, each well has to be manually bored to a depth of around 200 feet. A hand pump is
situated on top, which can be used to extract water even in the dry season, which extends for about three
months each year. The wells are bored on church-owned land to ensure that access to the wells is available
to all, regardless of caste or religious faith. It costs around £500 to bore a well, and Keith has already raised
sufficient funds to purchase all the tooling for the project, as well as enough to pay for the installation of
wells in three villages.
Keith’s business Abingdon Blinds & Curtains has committed a minimum of 10% of all profits to
Samaritan’s Well. For more information on the Well Project, go to www.abingdonblinds.co.uk and select
India Well Project.

Kennington Women’s Institute

WI

September Meeting
Our President, Mrs Palma, welcomed us back after our summer break. Because of the long break
there was quite a lot of business to attend to including various outings and events mentioned in News
& Views.
Unfortunately, our Posh Scarecrow, Clarissa, was not one of the winning entries in the WI 90th
celebration held at Milletts Farm. However, those who attended the evening thoroughly enjoyed the
lovely sunny weather and the barbecue.
Mrs Maine had entered a needle case in the Inter-Counties Craft Competition held on the Isle of
Wight. Oxfordshire Federation came second with 72.5 points. A wonderful achievement.
Our Speaker, Mr S Flinders travelled from Northampton to speak to us about the charity, Veterans
Aid. It was a thought provoking talk explaining the difficulties veterans face when they return from the
theatre of war.
Mr Flinders was kind enough to judge our competition ‘A piece of war or military memorabilia.’
Not only did he decide the winning entries but also gave an insight into each of the items.
Our next meeting is 14th October 2009 at 7:15pm. Do please come and join us.
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Parish Council Matters
September 2009 Meeting
The major discussions were the funding of the
Playbuilder project and the half-year budget
monitoring report. In order to incorporate all
the ideas agreed by the Play Area Working
Group there was a shortfall in the budget of
about £8,000. The members of the Parish
Council decided to take this sum from the
earmarked reserves. There was also to be an
application for further funding from the County
Council. However if this was not successful it
might mean that there would be an increase in
the Parish Precept in following years to rebuild
the balances.
Following investigation by a group of members
it was agreed to put together a basic emergency
plan. This would be based on the template
designed by Oxfordshire County Council. The
Chairman, Vice-chairman and Clerk would be
preparing a draft.
The Chairman, Vice-chairman and Clerk met an
engineer from Oxfordshire Highways on 27th
August to discuss the installation of posts in the
highway verges along The Avenue near St
Swithun’s School. He gave approval for the
posts to be installed in the highway verges and
suggested using cheaper recycled plastic posts
at a cost of £19.02 each plus installation. The
Clerk had been in touch with the company
recommended to do the work. They were
preparing a quotation for the installation of 40
posts. This number would protect the verge
nearest the school on three sides at a distance of
1,700mm apart.
The Clerk had confirmation that the two largest
post boxes in the village in Kennington Road at
the corner of Kenville Road and at the Post
Office had been programmed for repainting by
the relevant department of the Royal Mail.
The Clerk wrote to Oxfordshire Highways
about the problem of surface water run-off in
Poplar Grove opposite Manor Grove and other
parts of the village. She has had
acknowledgement that the matter will be
investigated.
The Clerk had applied for a road closure for the
parade for Remembrance Day on 8th November.

She had written to Dalton Barracks inviting the
soldiers to the parade.
It was reported that there was another
successful Best Kept Garden competition held
on 11th July. The winner of the Geoffrey
Blackman Cup was 33 Sandford Lane. It was
agreed to review the effectiveness of the
competition, and the members of the Parish
Council would welcome your suggestions for
improvement.
The following organisations received grant aid:
£100 for the Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre,
£50 for Oxfordshire Community and Voluntary
Action, £150 for Friends of St Swithun’s
School and £15 for Rainbows.
Flag Days 2009
October
No flag days
November
8th Remembrance Day
11th Armistice Day
14th Birthday of The Prince of Wales
20th Her Majesty’s Wedding Day
Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council
DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
SEPTEMBER 2009
The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 8th October at 7:30pm.
The Parish ‘Office’ is on Saturday 3rd October
from 10 am to 11 am.
The next Planning Committee is
Tuesday 13th October at 8 pm.
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan, which may be within days
of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk
immediately if you want to make a comment.
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
All meetings are held in the Village Centre
unless otherwise notified,
and the public is very welcome.
To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: October 2009
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Annual Show 2008
Despite the May hailstones and hit and miss summer, the show was a great success with an increase
this year in the number of exhibits covering a broad spread of classes. It was good to see new
exhibitors. The show was well supported and thanks go to all those who attended, helpers and
sponsors. Well done! Here are the trophy winners:
Annual Show winners 2009
1. Kennington Cup for most points in vegetable classes: Brian Maisey
2. Millenary Cup for the most points in flower classes: Marilyn Farr
3. Rose Bowl for best exhibit of roses: Alison Peedell
4. Floral Art Cup for most points in floral art classes: Margaret Gardner
5. Millennium Cup for best exhibit in floral art classes: Margaret Gardner
6. Challenge Cup for most points in preserves & cookery: Linda Jackman
7. Gladys Prior Junior Floral Art Cup: Katy Robinson
8. Miniature Cup: child under seven group: Joint winners: Cameron Smith & Tilly Dashwood
9. Junior Cup: child 8–11 years group: Joint Winners: Megan Norwood & Kaity Newland
10. Senior Cup: child 12–16 years group: Michael Robinson
11. Banjo Cup: best vegetable exhibit: Tony Miles
12. Horton Cup: best vase of chrysanthemums: Brian Peedell
13. NCS Certificate of Merit, chrysanthemums: Brian Peedell
14. Dahlia Challenge Cup for most points in dahlia class: Tony Gunn
15. Bronze Medallion for best dahlia exhibit: Tony Gunn
16. Peter Baker Cup for best photograph in show: Jane Lawford
On Wednesday 28th October 2009, Ian Butterfield kicks off our autumn season of talks with a
presentation in 3D ‘Bhutan in Spring.’ This event will be held in the Village Centre commencing
at 7:30pm, admission £2.
Date for the diary: AGM and talk by Tim Walker: “Can Americans garden?”
Wednesday 18th November in Village Centre. See November Chronicle for more info.
Stop Press: At the time of going to press were are endeavouring to arrange a 4 night, 5 day
holiday in late July 2010, most likely being based on the south coast. It will follow the format
of previous trips and the projected cost is around £260 pp. If you wish to register an interest,
telephone the treasurer on 730961.

Chronicle Confounds

H

ere’s a weird one that someone sent me in an email. While seated, lift your right foot off
the floor and move it in clockwise circles. At the same time, use your right hand to draw a
large number 6 in the air. Watch your right foot… It will change direction!

You can also do these with your left foot and hand (still moving the foot clockwise—or, move it
anticlockwise and draw a large 9).
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Playfield Road Playground Rebuilding
After many months and countless meetings, the construction of the new play area at Playfield Road
began on Saturday 5th September with the clearing of the old play equipment and cutting back of
the bushes and undergrowth.
A splendid crew of residents and councillors started just after 9 and finished around 6—leaving the
site clear and an enormous heap of soil and a skip full of scrap iron. The two bonfires burnt
throughout the night consumed all the debris cut.
We were grateful for the loan of a digger from the Dighton’s site on Kennington Road—although it
took nearly an hour to track it to site—but without it we would still be there now!

The pictures here and on the front cover tell the story, but on the village’s behalf, I thank all the
following.
Roy King, Mark Horseman, Dave Kingsbury, Norm Robins, Vince Rowe, ‘Gus’ Gustafson, Pam
Johnston, Bob Johnston, Paul Dickinson, Glynn Ellis, Fred Pettit and especially the only youngster
to turn up, James Rowley.
Special mention should go to Eileen Rodgers, who spent the entire day brewing tea and coffee and
sausage sandwiches for breakfast. I should also mention Colin Charlett who spent some time during
the previous week clearing the fences to then break his foot the day before and was unable to help
—although he did manage to get up to see progress and grab a sausage butty.
— Peter Biggs

Coffee Morning in Aid of “The Brooke”
Please come and join us for a Coffee Morning
Friday 23rd October
Kennington Methodist Church
10:30 onwards
in aid of
“The Brooke”
Healthy working animals for the world’s poorest countries
75th Anniversary
Cakes — Handicrafts — Jewellery — Books — Bric-a-brac
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Kennington Link WI
September 2009 Meeting
Members thoroughly enjoyed a light-hearted and entertaining afternoon as our
speaker, Mr Tony Legge, revealed some of his experiences as Abingdon Town Crier. He
arrived resplendent in full regalia, ringing his bell (very loudly) and proclaiming a special message
to us all. Unlike the Oxford Town Crier who is paid, Abingdon has a guild of voluntary Criers and
all charges are given to charity. We heard that Town Criers had an assortment of duties to perform
in olden days—in 1798 these included throwing vagrants out of the town, cleaning the lamps and
fire engine, and sweeping up after market day.
On a personal note Mr Legge related the following anecdote with much humour. He told how
Abingdon Town Criers only have one uniform between them, therefore on entering a competition
for ‘The Best Invention of the 20th Century,’ his answer was ‘underarm deodorant.’ This not only
won him 1st prize, but more importantly it caught the attention of the Daily Mail—fame comes in
many different ways!
Mrs Jean Perella gave a vote of thanks on behalf of all the members.
The meeting had previously been opened by the President, business matters were discussed, and
correspondence read.
Notice was given that next year’s subscriptions will go up by 50p.
Thanks were given to Mrs Betty Tapping for the beautiful plant on the President’s table.
A short account was given by the President of a Group Meeting she had attended at Sunningwell.
Mrs Christine Ravenscroft reported on her stay at Denman. Her chosen course was, “The back care
workshop,” and although being a little apprehensive, she found everyone very friendly and had
thoroughly enjoyed her time there.
The next meeting will be on October 7th when our speaker will be Mr Trevor Cowlett. His talk is
entitled “Over the Sea”. All are welcome.
ALSO
The Group meeting will take place on October 20th at the Village Centre at 2:30pm.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and
in the Kennington Library. The Kennington Library also has a colour A4-size copy for those who
prefer a larger size.
On our website, www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk, you can find colour A4-sized archives of the
Chronicle from July 2008 — go to On-line Archives.
Go to On-line Extras to find extra articles too large or too late for publication on-line. New
since last publication: Oxfordshire Museum, Northmoor Trust, Oxfordshire Rural Community
Council (ORCC).
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Village Diary
July 2009
Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mondays
Thursdays
Tuesdays
Thursdays
Fridays
Sat
Sun
Wed
Thu

3
4
7
8

Sat

10

Sun

11

Tue

13

Wed 14
Thu 15

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles)

Health Centre Car Park

10–11 am

Toddlers

Village Centre

9:30–11:30 am

Children’s dance classes

Village Centre

2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

Village Centre
Methodist Church
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Good Shepherd Church
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
8 St Swithun’s Road
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Methodist Hall
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Methodist Church
Village Centre

10–11 am
10:30 am
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
8–11:30 pm
6:30 pm
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
2:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
7:45 pm
10:30 am
7:30–9:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
7:30 pm
8 pm

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Village Centre
Church & War Memorial
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall
Village Centre

8 pm
2:15 pm
10 am–12 noon
10 am–12 noon
10–11 am

October 2009
Pam’s Office
Harvest Festival
Kennington Link WI: Over the Sea
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale
Oxford Ceilidh Polkawonks
United Service of Evening Prayer
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI: Surviving the Vicarage when…
Ecumenical Home Fellowship Group

Sun

18 Service

Mon
Wed
Thu
Fri
Mon
Sat

19
21
22
23
26
31

Kennington History Society
Short Service
Churches Together: Any Questions Panel
Coffee Morning: Brocke Charity for Donkeys
Monday Circle: “Female Poets 1914–1918”
Abingdon Concert Band
November 2009

Tue
Wed

3 PC Planning
4 Kennington Link WI Family History
Kennington Cancer Fund Xmas Bazaar
Sat
7 Kennington4FairTrade Coffee Morning/Cards
Pam’s Office
Sun
8 Remembrance Day
Tue 10 Coffee Morning Bring & Buy
Wed 11 Kennington WI Northmoor Trust
Thu 12 PC Council
Xmas Market
Sat 14
Oxford Ceilidh Climax
Mon 16 Kennington History Society
Tue 17 Trefoil Guild
Wed 18 Kennington WI Ploughman’s Lunch
Tue 24 PC Planning

10 am
7:15 pm
7 pm
10 am–12 noon
8–11:30 pm
7:45 pm
9:30
12 noon–2 pm
8 pm

Hedge planing in Kendall Copse on the morning of Saturday 5th December. Please help.
The Village Diary is in the Post Office. Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
Enter them before the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.
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