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The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
The Rev Em Coley 01865 735135

The New Vicarage, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD

The Hon. Asst. Priests
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Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Sunday School 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday 9:30 am

4th Sunday Family Service 10:30 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday Family Service & Baptisms 10:30 am
4th & 5th Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................01235 854780 or 07831 661365
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area P.C. Adi Wright C9577......................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter

We were delighted to see so many Kennington people at our licensing ceremony at St Swithun’s 
just a few weeks ago and we look forward to getting to know more of you as time passes. It was a 
real pleasure for us to be licensed together as the clergy who will be involved in Kennington in the 
future: Em based in Kennington and Pam in Radley, with Sunningwell too. We were glad that the 
wardens and other ministers of the three churches were with us as we were commissioned and we 
are looking forward to all three churches sharing their strengths and supporting each other when we 
need it. Each of us will be present in all the churches at different times but Em is the first contact 
person in Kennington and Pam in the other villages.

Our thanks to so many who worked during the vacancy to keep the church going—you did a great 
job, and thanks in particular to St Swithun’s wardens Isabel Baggott and Gerry Bowen-Thomas for 
your hard work and your warm welcome.

We believe in a great and good and loving God made known to us through Jesus, his Son. We 
believe that God’s desire for each one of us is that we would experience life in all its fullness. He 
understands our weakness and difficulties, and stretches out his arms to welcome us. We know too 
that he is the God of surprises! We are excited at the opportunities here and the enthusiasm of many 
people to see more of God working in and through his churches in Kennington. Keep watching this 
space to see what is happening!

— Em Coley
Services in November:

1st Nov 9:30 am Parish Communion 22nd Nov 9:00 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline 10:30 am Family Service with 

Baptism
8th Nov 11:00 am Remembrances Sunday 

Service 29th Nov 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Parish Communion 6:30 pm Kennington Chronicle 

Anniversary Service
15th Nov 9:30 am Parish Communion

6:30 pm Compline

Remembrance Sunday: There will be a short service of Remembrance in St Swithun’s church 
following the Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial on Sunday 8th November. You are all 
warmly invited.

During the service it is our custom to hand out roses as a token of thanks to serving military and 
veterans. If you are a war veteran and intend to come along to this service, we’d be grateful if you 
would sit in the seats reserved for you (someone will direct you on the day)—this just makes our 
job of thanking you more simple! Many thanks.

— Pam McKellen & Em Coley
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Kennington Methodist Church

Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Circuit Office:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies Wesley Memorial Church
9 Ramsay Road New Inn Hall Street
Headington Oxford
Oxford OX1 2DH
OX3 8AX Telephone: 01865 243216
Telephone: 01865 763676

SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER
Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. except 8th November.
Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 22th November at 10:30 a.m.
The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.
United Service in the Methodist Church Sunday 22nd November at 6:30 p.m.

PREACHERS FOR NOVEMBER AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:

1st November ALL SAINTS’ DAY. The Revd Dr. Martin Wellings, the Circuit Superintendent 
Minister, and Methodist Chaplain to Oxford University.

8th November REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY. NO service in the Methodist Church. We meet at 
the War Memorial at 10:45 a.m. for the Village Act of Remembrance, followed 
immediately by a United Service in the Parish Church.  The Minister, the Revd 
Rosemary Davies, will be sharing in this service.

15th November Professor Ian Leck, from Woodstock.

22nd November 42nd CHURCH ANNIVERSARY. The Revd Dr Neil Richardson, past President 
of the Methodist Conference,  and one time Methodist Minister of Kennington. 
This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

6:30 p.m. United Service of Celebration with the Oxford Methodist Circuit, 
St Swithun’s and the Good Shepherd Churches. Preacher:  The Revd Dr Neil 
Richardson.

29th November ADVENT SUNDAY. Brian Stepney, from Cumnor Hill.

EVERY SUNDAY the JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. for worship, teaching and other 
activities. The  CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at  10 a.m. each Sunday morning, 
and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

OTHER DATES FOR NOVEMBER

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday
10TH NOVEMBER

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Sunday
15th NOVEMBER

The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise for Mon Choisy Elderly Persons 
Home at 3 p.m. and Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 3.45 p.m.

Wednesday
18th NOVEMBER

Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court at  10:30 a.m. Do come, if 
you are able.
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Thursday
19th NOVEMBER

The Churches Together Home Fellowship Group meets at
8 St Swithun’s Road at 2:30 p.m.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist  Church Hall  in  Upper  Road on  TUESDAY 10th NOVEMBER from 
10 a.m. onwards. This will be many bargains. All the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out’.

The October Coffee Morning raised £111.30.
The  December Coffee Morning will take place on  TUESDAY 8th DECEMBER and will be a 
Christmas Special.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

CHURCHES TOGETHER HOME FELLOWSHIP GROUP meets this month on  Thursday 
19th November from 2:30 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. at  8 St Swithun’s Road. Everyone is most warmly 
invited to come along.

MONDAY CIRCLE.  The Monday Circle will meet  Monday 30th November at  7:30 p.m. in the 
Methodist Church for an evening of “Christmas Craft” with Wendy Daw. All details from Maizie 
Johnson on 01865 454295.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

THE OCTOBER MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING RAISED £438.80.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

THE KENNINGTON & DISTRICT UNITED CHURCH CHOIRS’ performance of Handel’s 
Messiah in  St  Swithun’s  Parish  Church  on  11th October raised  over  £2,500 for  the  Mali 
Development Group. It was a great afternoon of music, enjoyed by singers and listeners alike.

The Choirs are now rehearsing Ruddigore by Gilbert & Sullivan for 4 performances in December, 
including two in Kennington. Full details next month, but if you would like to be part of the chorus, 
rehearsals are held every Friday evening in the Methodist Hall in Upper Road from 7:45 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. If you enjoy singing, you are most welcome. Just come along. There are no auditions 
and no subscriptions.

For all details, visit our new website  www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 
01865 735885. We would be delighted to see you.

Churches Together in Kennington
November  this  year  begins  on  a  Sunday,  and  so  will  be 
celebrated in the churches in Kennington and elsewhere as 
the feast of All Saints. Many other people, and especially 
children,  will  be  recalling  that  feast,  as  they  celebrate 
‘Hallowe’en.’ I wonder how many of those children will 
have the slightest idea of the meaning of that very strange 
word? The ‘hallows’ have, of course, nothing at all to do with 
witches and all  the other  paraphernalia we now associate with that 
day; they are the ‘holy ones,’ the saints. And the ‘e’en’ is the ‘evening before,’ what Catholics 
nowadays call the ‘Vigil,’ in principle a time of vigilant preparation for the feast that is to follow on 
the next day, but now often seen as the beginning of the festival itself.

When I was a child, we always made something of ‘Hallowe’en,’ and often had a little party. I don’t 
think I had any idea of the significance of anything we did, but it was good fun, not least because it 
involved adults in doing ridiculous things. Of the three customs I recall, only one remains common, 
as far as I am aware, and that is the making of ‘turnip lanterns,’ usually with grinning faces. The 
other two games we always played on that evening were trying to eat, without using hands, buns 
tied to strings suspended from a line stretched across the room, and ‘bobbing for apples.’ You had 
to try to catch with your teeth an apple floating in water in a tin bath. You always got very wet in 
the process, but if you caught one you could eat it in the usual way! If anyone can tell me why these 
two games were associated with this day, I would be delighted.

The turnip lanterns are another story. They are tremendous fun to make, but it is fairly clear that 
their purpose is to frighten away ‘evil spirits’ or perhaps the haunting spirits of the dead. If so, they 
surely reflect customs which go back to the time before the good news of Jesus Christ reached these 
shores. They reflect an underlying fear of death and of dark spiritual forces, linked, no doubt, to the 
onset  of  the  winter  dark.  In  our  own day,  it  is  a  version  of  this  fear  which  is  played with at 
Hallowe’en. Witch costumes are meant to send a shiver down the spine, and the relatively new 
(and, to my mind, rather horrid) custom of ‘trick or treat’ is intended to be mildly threatening.

Some Christians have become very concerned about these Hallowe’en practices as opening a door, 
unintentionally, to serious forces of evil. My own concern would be a wider one, about the way in 
which in our largely comfortable age wickedness and violence have become the stuff of fireside 
entertainment. But surely the real Christian vocation is not to bewail Hallowe’en, but to proclaim 
All  Saints;  to  rejoice  in  our  fellowship  in  Christ  with  those  who  have  gone  before  us,  that 
‘communion of saints’ which the Christian Creed affirms. And, undergirding that, to continue to 
celebrate and proclaim the love that casts out fear, the love of God revealed in that ultimate victory 
over evil and death, the cross and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

— Fr Paul King
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Friends of St Swithun’s School
The Friends of St Swithun’s School (formerly known as the PTA) 
are a small group of parents and friends with the main aim of raising 
funds  to  enhance  school  facilities  and  resources,  and  to  offer 
opportunities to all the children. Last year we raised over £6,000, 
which  will  be spent  on  refurbishing  the  two library  areas  in  the 
school, restocking them with new books and making them vibrant, 
interesting places for children to enjoy reading.

This year, we have a very exciting new project, which is to turn an 
unused classroom into a kitchen and science area, so that all the children in the school can practise 
their cooking skills and carry out scientific experiments in a well equipped environment. To raise 
funds towards this project, the Friends are publishing a family Cook Book with recipes, photos and 
artwork provided by the children, parents, staff and friends of the school. The book will be in full 
colour,  A5 size and will be launched at  a coffee,  cake and Christmas shopping afternoon at  St 
Swithun’s School on Wednesday 25th November from 3:00 pm. Everyone is welcome, so please do 
come along and support us. We are also hoping that copies of the book will be available to purchase 
at several other outlets in the village – look out for it as it will make the ideal Christmas present!

We would also like to thank the Midcounties Co-Op, Kennington Parish Council and Kennington 
Horticultural Society, who have all very kindly contributed towards the production costs of the 
book.

www.stswithunscookbook.info

Macmillan Cancer Support
We  thank  everyone  who  supported  Kennington’s  contribution  to  the  World’s  Biggest  Coffee 
Morning at the Methodist Church in September this year.

The event raised the wonderful total of £480.00 for Macmillan Cancer Support.

We also say a big thank you to all the helpers and those who made cakes, donated prizes for the 
raffle or sent donations. Without you our coffee morning would not have been such a great success.

Kennington Overseas Aid
We have reached the end of the programme for KOA in 2009. There have been many and varied 
events, all very well supported by the people of Kennington. We ended on a real high with the very 
enjoyable  Showstoppers Concert  with  Supper  in  September.  The  singers  from  Charity  Opera 
excelled themselves and several people remarked that they get better every time.

Now comes the big question: How much have we raised this year? We will know this at our…

AGM on Thursday November 12  th   at 8pm in St Swithun’s Church Hall  

Do come along and find out! The business part of the meeting takes about half an hour and the 
cheque will be handed over to “Cecily’s Fund.” A speaker from the charity will give a brief report 
on their work and then we have a relaxing time with a glass of wine and light refreshments.

Everyone is welcome and you need not worry about being asked to do something: that is not our 
way.

We also distribute the three proposals for next year’s fund-raising. Anyone can have copies and 
come to our meeting in January and help with the final selection of the project and charity that we 
will be supporting.

KOA Chair 2009 LOA Vice Chair
Sylvia Vetta (739071) www.koa.org.uk Brenda Groth (729229)
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Help for the Homeless—Kennington Churches Together

The collection for the homeless will be made Sundays 15th & 22nd November 2009.

The items collected will be for the Oxford Night Shelter, now to be called OXFORD HOMELESS 
PATHWAYS. They need blankets, towels and toiletries; and household items for their re-homing 
project: crockery, pots and pans, cutlery and household linen.

Food items also needed are cereals, long-life milk, tins of beans and spaghetti, soup, minced beef, 
Marmite, breakfast cereals and tuna.

A special  request  has  been  received  from  the  Night  Shelter  for  underwear,  socks  and  Value 
toothbrushes. These items are always urgently needed.

If you are unable to leave your donations at one of the Churches in Kennington, please contact
Ann Coulter David Butler also at the

01865 739271 01865 739487 Methodist Church

Many thanks for your help. It is greatly appreciated by all at the Night Shelter, now the Oxford 
Homeless Pathways.

Kennington Scouts Family Firework Party

Family Fireworks Party with 25% Bigger Display!
Saturday 7th November

Scout HQ, Otters Reach, OX1 5QL

Gates open 5:45 pm. Display starts 6:15 pm.

Burgers – Hot Dogs — Drinks
Tuck — Games — Stalls

KADS News

By the time this issue goes to press we had presented ’AVIN’ A SING SONG. This proved to be a 
great success and we thank Louise and Alan Cobb for all their hard work in putting this show 
together in a relatively short time.

We said goodbye to Hanna Quinn, who is now studying at Bath University, and we wish her well in 
her new venture.

PANTO   TIME   —  Yes,  it  is  that  time  again,  and  we  have  started  rehearsals  for  DICK 
WHITTINGTON. This time David Buckmaster and Ian Biggs are steering the ship. Tickets will be 
on sale from 1ST NOVEMBER, so book early to avoid the rush! Please call 01865 739025 for 
further details, or see the advert in this issue. We look forward to seeing you there. OH YES WE 
WILL!
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Adults £4
Children £3
Under-5s FREE

Family Tickets
(2+2) – £10
(2+3) – £12

Under-16s not admitted without an accompanying adult.
Sorry, Health & Safety means NO SPARKERS.
This event will go ahead whatever the weather,

so come prepared to party!

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
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Act of Remembrance — Kennington War Memorial

KENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE AT KENNINGTON WAR MEMORIAL

SUNDAY 8TH NOVEMBER 2009
You are invited to join together for an Act of Remembrance.

The procession to the War Memorial will start at the Tandem car park.
There will follow the service of Remembrance and wreath laying after the Silence at 11am,

concluding with a service at St Swithun’s church.
An Order of Service and Hymn Sheet will be available on the day.

Please assemble at the War Memorial by 10:45am.

(If you would like to lay a wreath on behalf of an organisation and you have not received
a letter from the Parish Clerk, Mrs Pam Johnston, please call her on 01865 421126.)

IMPORTANT

Please note Kennington Road and The Avenue will be closed to traffic
from Edward Road to Poplar Grove between 10:30am and 11:30am.

Bagley Wood Road is also closed at the War Memorial end.
Could you please let any visitors know about the road closures.

The 35 Bus route will also be suspended for a period.

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
First  let  me  take  this  opportunity  to  mention  some  changes  in  the  local  Policing  team  for 
Kennington. PC Jimmy May has now moved on to a different department, which will be his final 
stop before his retirement. Taking his place is PC Carl Bryant. Also recently joining us is SGT 
Kevin Hickman. Both of them will be present at the police open forums I hold monthly, so feel free 
to pop along to meet them.

All of the Neighbourhood team can be contacted via the non-emergency number 0845 8 505 505 or 
via my email Adrian.wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.

It has come to my attention that representatives from a company called APEX have been calling on 
residents of Kennington. The Neighbourhood team and I would very much like to have a chat with 
these individuals regarding their sales strategies; if these or any other company’s representatives 
call on your house uninvited please call or email me with their details. Do NOT sign anything or 
agree to any work to be done before verifying their authenticity.

I am in contact with St Swithun’s School in regards to the parking during the drop off and pick up 
times. The problems seem to have ebbed for the time being but I have no intention of letting them 
reappear.

If anyone has any other issues please do not hesitate to contact me or the team.

We have started to see some results with the Neighbourhood watch appeal. Joining or coordinating 
a  Neighbourhood  Watch  Scheme  doesn’t  take  as  much  time  as  you  might  think.  If  you  are 
interested, please call us on 0845 8 505 505.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 — 0845 8 505 505 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk www.crimestoppers-uk.org
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Winter Warming Lunch
KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE INVITES YOU TO A

WINTER WARMING LUNCH

Wednesday 18th November, 12 noon–2 pm
Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington

Home-made Soup, Rolls, Desserts
Tea of Coffee

Cost: £4.50 — Pay at the door

CHRISTMAS CRAFTS FOR SALE, CAKE STALL — RAFFLE
ALL VERY WELCOME

Kennington Library Newsletter
Dear Readers,

It is in the lovely October late season sunshine that I am writing this letter. Let’s hope we 
will have more of those great days (rain at night and sun during the day). In October we also 
had the pleasure of a visit by the 3 lower junior classes of St Swithun’s and we are looking 
forward to the upper junior classes visiting on Wednesday 4th November in the afternoon 
when the library is closed to the public.

The library will be open in the morning as usual and we‘ll have a local author visit with her 
latest book—a bit of coup so close to Halloween; see page 17 to find out why!

No Spooky stories for the children this coming month but the return to our double session 
Rhymetimes (see page 17).

December will be Storytime and yes it will have a Christmas flavour, and I hope the children 
will help to make a stable to house the beautiful set of knitted Nativity figurines that the 
Friends of Kennington Library have bought for us.

Finally but not least: Wednesday 2nd December will be our 2nd annual Book Review of Year. I 
invite you all please to start thinking about your 2009 reads and to share your favourite read 
at a special Christmas Coffee morning.

Thanks to the Friends of Kennington Library, the December “Let’s Talk About Books” morning 
is always a bit more extravagant that our usual one, i.e. mulled wine and mince pies.

Remember if you are looking for a book or film and it is not on our shelves yet, you can always 
reserve it at the library or the on-line at www.libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk.

We  love  knowing  what  you  think  of  any  book,  it  really  help  us  to  make  suitable 
recommendation because we can not read then all… Still  I  am very happy to recommend 
“Invisible City” by M G Harris to all teenagers 11 to 16 years old. If you can not easily borrow 
this book from Oxfordshire libraries then put it on you Christmas shopping list, but why buy 
when you can borrow free?

We look forward to seeing you in the library.

Dominique and her staff, Kennington Library 01865 730763

For further information on all the Oxfordshire Libraries Services please log on to the web 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Kennington Festival Group
41 members and volunteer drivers enjoyed a delicious Harvest Lunch, We had a choice 
of  Beef  Stew and  Dumplings  or  Sausage  and  Mash  followed  by  homemade  Apple 
Crumble and Custard or Rice Pudding.

Thanks from everyone to Pam Johnson and Jo  Purves for all their hard work in the 
kitchen and dishing up the ‘grub,’ and of course Peter who was in charge of washing up 
after the dinner. He knows how to use the dishwasher!

We continued with our usual afternoon meeting, joined by those who couldn’t come to lunch. We 
sang Happy Birthday to one of our lovely ladies who would be 99 before our next meeting, She 
lives on her own and still does all her own cooking, clothes washing etc. She is an inspiration to all 
of us.

Our next meetings are on November 9th and 23rd.
If you are over 60 why don’t you come and join us?

Transport is available for those who have mobility difficulties.

Please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 for more information. Make sure you leave your Name and 
Telephone number on the answer phone so I can ring you back!

Author Talk
Kennington Library

Wednesday 4th November, 11 am
Coffee available from 10:30; talk starts at 11:00

The Friends of Kennington Library are proud to welcome

Jane Gordon-Cumming
the author of The Haunted Bridge and Other Strange Tales of the Oxford Canal (just released)

Jane  is  a  member  of  the  Oxford  Writer’s  Group,  whose  successful  books  of  short  stories  are 
Oxfordshire-based.  Her  first  book,  A Proper  Family  Christmas, was  highly  acclaimed  and  is 
available to borrow at the library.

Come along and listen to a creepy tale and be inspired to write your own ghost stories. Jane is 
willing to discuss the techniques.

Why not come along early and have an informal coffee or tea, thanks to the Friends of Kennington 
Library! For more information, call Kennington Library on 01865 730763.

Rhymetimes
Wednesday 18th November

Two sessions:
10:15-10:45 am — Toddlers 30 months +
11–11:30 am — babies and young toddlers

Dominique welcomes Ann, the children’s librarian, and
all the young families with babies and toddlers, to sing along with her.

This month, the theme is “Children’s Seasonal Favourites”
Refreshments kindly provided by the Friends of Kennington Library between sessions.

Kennington Library, Kennington Village Centre, 01865 730763
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Parish Council Matters

October 2009 Meeting

The members of the Parish Council discussed 
the contracts they had for grass cutting of the 
highway verges and cemetery, and for general 
village  maintenance.  The  contracts  had  been 
running  for  five  years  and  it  was  decided  to 
look  at  the  work  that  was  being  done  and 
consider going out to tender again. They would 
welcome knowing of any local companies that 
might be interested in the work.

There  was  a  detailed  update  on  the  work  at 
Playfield Road playing field for the new play 
space.  Following the  clearance  of  the  site  by 
volunteers on 5th September, the dry stone wall 
contractor started on site the following week. It 
was expected that they would be on site until 
mid-October. Once the wall was completed the 
main  contract  for  the  installation  of  the  play 
equipment  and  the  landscaping  of  the  site 
would begin with an estimated completion date 
of mid-December. The contract had been signed 
with TCL Landscapes Limited. An application 
for  further  funding  had  been  made  to  the 
Aiming  High  County  Council  grant  giving 
body  for  equipment  for  children  with 
disabilities. A display of the plans and pictures 
of the play equipment had been put up in the 
Village Hall. All the work at the Playfield Road 
has been developed by the Play Areas Working 
Group which has been working with the Parish 
Council.  Developments  made  by  Parish 
Councils on their own land for community use 
such as play equipment do not normally require 
planning  permission.  The  details  of  the 
proposed  BMX track,  which  will  be  installed 
separately,  have  not  been  considered  yet  and 
neighbours will be informed.

There had been no progress with a number of 
items including the painting of the post boxes, 
the  quotation  for  installing  the  posts  in  the 
verges  in  The  Avenue  and  investigation  of 
solutions  for  the  surface  water  run-off  in  the 
village.

The members of the Parish Council hoped that 
there would be a good attendance this year at 
the Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial 
on  Sunday  8th November.  There  was  a 

successful pre-meeting of the clergy, marshals 
and the uniformed organisations on 6th October. 
They discussed management of the closure of 
the  road  and  the  parade  and  service  in  St 
Swithun’s  Church.  The  Parish  Council  was 
pleased to be working with the new associate 
priest  for  Kennington,  Rev.  Em  Coley.  The 
Clerk  had  confirmation  that  the  troops  from 
Dalton Barracks would be attending the parade.

There  had  been  no  enquiries  at  the  Saturday 
Office.  It  was  regretted  that  more  people  did 
not use the office, which from next year will be 
on the first Saturday of the month apart from 
August and December.

The members agreed to offer a grant of £25 to 
the charity Kids Enjoy Exercise Now (KEEN).

Flag Days 2009

November
8th Remembrance Day
11th Armistice Day
14th Birthday of The Prince of Wales
20th Her Majesty’s Wedding Day

December
No Flag Days

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
NOVEMBER 2009

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 12th October at 7:30pm.

The Parish ‘Office’ is on
Saturday 7th November from 10 am to 11 am.

The next Planning Committees are
Tuesdays 3rd & 24th November at 8 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan, which may be within days 

of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk 
immediately if you want to make a comment. 
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the 
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Meetings are held in the Village Centre
unless otherwise notified,

and the public is very welcome.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Children’s Choir
Come and sing with the Kennington Children’s Choir on Mondays 5–6 pm in the 
Village Hall.

We sing all kinds of music including pop songs (like Abba and Mika), songs from 
shows (like Oliver) and specially written children’s songs with great CD backing 
tracks.

The choir is open to children aged 7–11 (and from 6 years old if you are very 
keen!). The cost is just £1 per session to cover the hall fee and music expenses.

Don’t  worry  if  you  think  you  can’t  sing—you  WILL get 
better if you join a choir! We’d love to have you join us if 
you just WANT TO SING!

For more information contact Christian Bradley, 71A 
Bagley Wood Road, 07880 716633.

Kennington Link WI
October 2009 Meeting

The October meeting started on a sad note as we remembered Mary  Beedle who had 
recently died, and who until lately was a regular and loyal member of our Institute.

The  President  opened the  meeting,  extending  a  special  welcome to our  two visitors.  Business 
matters and correspondence were dealt with. Attention was drawn to the documentary film about 
bees and to the special Denman Day on 7th December. There were notices of performances given by 
the Oxford and Abingdon Operatic Societies and an invitation from ‘The Corner’ at East Oxford 
Community Centre for any who would like to attend their Wednesday sessions. The Treasurer then 
gave a satisfying financial report.

Mrs Ann Garlick was thanked for the beautiful carnations which graced the President’s table; these 
were presented to Joan Bowen Thomas who has been under the weather recently.

It is always pleasant to welcome a speaker who is well known locally and Mr Trevor Cowlett’s talk 
entitled ‘Over the sea’ was keenly looked forward to.

Some years ago Trevor and Brenda had taken a trip to the Isle of Wight and enjoyed the experience 
so much it started their passion for cruising. Since then Trevor has undertaken. many voyages, even 
travelling on the QE2 on one occasion. Surprisingly we heard that after embarking on ship his first 
job is to enjoy a cup of tea in the cafeteria, and when suitably refreshed it is time to unpack and 
place his watch into the safe, where it stays for most of the holiday. He told of the amazing number 
of activities on board ship including leisure activities, almost all sports, educational lectures—and 
his great love, classical music. Plenty of tours await passengers when they are in port but on one 
occasion Trevor and Brenda were able (through a friend) to meet the President of Trinidad and 
Tobago. A welcoming party greeted them and transported them to the President’s house where they 
were ‘royally’ entertained for the whole day—what an occasion to remember! He also encountered 
global warming when, on a voyage to Greenland, local people told him that the bay they were 
standing by hadn’t frozen over for five years.

Trevor shared many happy memories with us,  his  humour and enthusiasm making this  a  most 
enjoyable afternoon. A vote of thanks, on behalf of everyone, was given by Mrs Sheila Prior.

The next meeting will be on November 4  th   when Mr Alan Simpson will speak on "Family History   
and the Lure of the Graveyard.”

All are welcome
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: October 2009

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Forthcoming Events:

Wednesday  18th November  in  Village  Centre:  AGM  and  talk  by  Timothy  Walker: “Can 
Americans garden?” The AGM will commence at 7:30pm and Timothy Walker’s talk will follow 
this at approx. 8pm. Admission £2.00, non members £3.00, including refreshments.

Date for the diary: There is no event during December but the social evening will be held on 
Wednesday 20th January 2010. Further details in December Chronicle.

Proposed garden holiday based in Eastbourne Thursday 29th July to Monday 2nd August 2010.

The Society is planning a five-day holiday to Sussex in July 2010, based in the elegant resort town 
of  Eastbourne.  The  cost,  inclusive  of  coach  travel  and  four  nights  half  board  at  the  3  star 
Chatsworth Hotel will be approx. £265. Garden admissions are extra and will be about £25. The 
draft itinerary follows.

Thursday Loseley Park stately home and gardens, near Guildford. The estate features a number 
of different gardens, including rose, herb, white & organic vegetable garden.

Friday King John’s Lodge & garden. Jacobean house & 5 acres of garden including and noted 
for  its  herbaceous  borders  and  rose  gardens.  King  John  II  reported  to  have  been 
imprisoned here by the Black Prince.

Saturday Pashley Manor Gardens. Quintessential English garden of a very individual character. 
Afternoon visit to historic Sussex town of Rye.

Sunday RHS Wisley en-route home.

The above is an example itinerary and options are being considered to include a trip on the Kent & 
East Sussex steam railway; frankly we are spoilt for choice in this part of the country. The itinerary 
will allow for adequate time to explore Eastbourne. To register a place, please complete the slip 
below and return it to the treasurer at 131 Kennington Road as soon as possible together with a 
deposit cheque. Allocation will be on a first come basis. At time of going to print 33 members have 
already booked.

Names: Telephone:

Address:

Room Type Twin or double (not guaranteed): Single:

I  enclose  a  cheque  for  £  40.00  per  person  payable  to  Kennington  Horticultural  Society.  I 
understand this will be refunded in full if the required number is not reached by the due date. I 
understand that full cancellation details will be made available in due course and also understand 
that should I cancel after 31st January 2010, £10 of the deposit will be non refundable. Travel 
insurance is my sole responsibility. I accept that the itinerary is a draft for information only and 
subject to final selection.

Signed: Date:
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The Rose Taylor Memorial Christmas Lunch

As previewed last month the annual Christmas Lunch will be held this year in Egrove Park on 
Monday  21st December 2009 at  12:30pm for 1:00pm. Tickets  for  this  traditional  Christmas 
Dinner with all the trimmings, including a choice of red or white wine, prepared and served by the 
Saïd Business School’s renowned catering staff, can be obtained at a cost of £15.00 from George 
or Carole Ross at 163 Bagley Close from 10:00am on 2  nd     NOVEMBER   2009  .

All the proceeds from this year’s event in excess of the costs involved will, in line with the Taylor 
Family’s wishes, be divided between the Kennington Cancer Fund and the Pathway Workshop.

We would be pleased if you feel able to donate a prize for the raffle to be held at the Lunch as it  
will help swell the sums raised for these worthwhile Local Charities.

George & Carole Ross

Kennington Women’s Institute WI
October Meeting

Mrs Suckling, standing in for the President, welcomed everyone to the October meeting. The lovely 
plant provided by Mrs Benford was presented to Mrs Fox.

Items of correspondence were brought to the attention of members.

Following on from the talk given in September, copies of a list of items required for homeless ex-
servicemen were available. Items brought to the next few meetings will be collected and forwarded 
to the Veterans Aid Society.

Members were reminded of our  Winter Warming Lunch on 18th November in the Methodist 
Church Hall from 12 noon to 2pm and encouraged to come along and bring a friend.

Mrs Suckling then introduced the speaker, Jill Frazer, whose talk was entitled, “How to survive in 
an English country vicarage when you are not the Vicar!” This proved to be very informative and 
amusing and kept us interested right up to the end of her talk. Mrs Willbery gave the vote of thanks.

At  our  next  meeting  on  Wednesday 11th November,  Mr  Ed Thomas  will  be  talking  about  the 
Northmoor Trust. 7:15pm in the Village Centre. All welcome.

Kennington Artists Festive Art Fair

Planning  has  now started  for  next  year’s  Artweek show, which  will  be held 
during the week 15th–23rd May. Before that we will be holding a Christmas Art 
Fair,  in  St  Swithun’s  Church  Hall  12–6pm  Saturday  5th and  Sunday  6th 

December.

We will be selling a selection of affordable Christmas gifts, for those who would 
like to give something a bit more special and unique. The Church Hall will be 
made to feel festive and inviting, with Christmas smells and tastes from the café. 
There will also be a range of activities to keep the children occupied whilst you 
shop in peace. We hope that you will come and support us, in our first local 
Christmas Art Fair, and help us to make it a fun and sociable event.

St Swithun’s Church Hall – 5th & 6th December 12–6pm
www.kenningtonartists.co.uk
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Kennington for Fairtrade (K4F)

Did you know that 10 Downing Street has Fairtrade status, using Fairtrade tea, coffee, fruit, 
flowers and chocolate?

Did you know that Fairtrade sales in UK increased by 43% in 2008 and are still growing in 
2009?

Did  you  know that  Topshop,  Laura  Ashley  and  Warehouse  are  among  the  High  street 
retailers who have made a commitment to selling clothing made from Fairtrade cotton?

Did you know that there are 450 Fairtrade certified towns in UK, 3,000 Fairtrade schools and 
5,000 Fairtrade churches and synagogues?

Did you know that you could help Kennington on the way towards becoming one of the 
Fairtrade villages?

Come along to our coffee morning and our…

Fairtrade Sale

Saturday 7th November, 10 am to 12 noon
St Swithun’s Church Hall

Foods, Crafts, Gifts, Christmas Cards

Drop in for coffee or tea and buy a raffle ticket for our
Co-op sponsored Fairtrade Raffle

More info from Robin Mason (321044) or Brenda Groth (739229)

Kennington Health Centre
Dr   Verjee  
Our Book of Condolence at the Health Centre is still open; please come in and write in it if you 
would like to. Also if you would like to contribute to a fund to plant a tree in memory of Dr 
Verjee, please tell the receptionists or put your donation in the post. Cheques should be made 
payable to “Kennington Health Centre” and marked on the back “Dr. Verjee’s fund”.

SEASONAL FLU….FLU….FLU….FLU….FLU…..
It is not too late! If you are over 65 or in an at-risk group*, please ring the Health Centre for an 
appointment on 01865 730911. If you are not in one of these groups, you can have it done privately 
at Boots chemist in Oxford (cost £15).
* At-risk groups—people with chronic lung disease, chronic heart disease, diabetes, chronic 
renal disease or a weak immune system.

SWINE FLU VACCINATION: Unfortunately details about this are still unconfirmed (at the time 
of going to press) but we hope to be able to give our patients details by the December edition.

HEART MONITOR: We are  currently  offering a free test,  looking for irregular  heartbeats  in 
people  who feel  well.  We are  doing this  by using a  hand-held machine which  picks  up these 
changes. It is important to know the people with these irregularities so we can offer appropriate 
treatment. If you are interested in having this test,  we will be doing it  during the morning of 
Saturday 21  st   November 2009   during the flu vaccination clinic. If you would like an appointment, 
please ring 01865 730911 and book one with the receptionist.

Order your repeat prescription on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net
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Kennington History Society

In September, following the summer break, the return of the History Society’s monthly meetings 
saw a packed hall enjoy a delightful illustrated talk by Andrew Moss entitled ‘Memories of the 
Radcliffe Infirmary.’ It was so interesting to hear the incredible story of the Radcliffe from its 
philanthropic beginnings to its replacement in recent years by the John Radcliffe at Headington. It 
does seem that the City’s great old hospital played a leading role in many of the revolutionary 
advances in medical treatment.

Later in the month History Society members and friends made a very enjoyable visit to the City of 
Gloucester. Again the weather was excellent and our coach driver Terry gave us his usual smooth 
ride.

The Cathedral with its superb cloisters and stained glass was an obvious attraction, and the views 
from the tower were quite outstanding. The other major attraction for the group was the City’s 
Historic Docks. But as usual there were those who took the opportunity for some retail therapy in 
the recently opened Gloucester Quays!

As  we  go  to  press  members  are  looking  forward  to  Graham  Kirby’s illustrated  talk  entitled 
‘Money and Medallions:’ The Story of Coins, Medallions, Tokens and Tickets. More about this 
next month.

‘this month’

The Society’s next  event,  which will  be held  Monday 16th November 2009 in the  Methodist 
Church at  7:45pm, is the greatly anticipated talk by the famous Radio Oxford broadcaster  Bill 
Heine, about his own interesting and varied life including a personal history of the development of 
Local Radio entitled ‘Heinstein of the Airways.’

History Society events are free to members with visitors welcome at a charge of £2.50

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

Chronicle Confounds

ou meet someone who says she has two children,  one of whom is a girl.  What is the 
probability that both of her children are girls? Now, you meet someone else who says he 
has two children, the oldest of which is a girl. What is the probability that both of his 

children are girls?
Y

29

Answer: For the woman, there are three possibilities: The first child is a girl, the second a boy; the 
first a boy, the second a girl; or both are girls. Thus, there is one chance out of three (i.e. ⅓) that 
both children are girls. For the man, it’s a bit different. There are only two possibilities: The first is a 
girl, the second a boy; the first is a girl, the second a girl. Thus, there is one chance out of two 
(i.e. ½) that both children are girls.



Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library. The Kennington Library also has a colour A4-size copy for those who 
prefer a larger size.

On our website, www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk, you can find colour A4-sized archives of the 
Chronicle from July 2008 — go to On-line Archives.

Go to  On-line Extras to find  extra articles too large or too late for publication on-line.  New 
since last publication: Oxfordshire Museum, Noorthmoor Trust, Oxfordshire Rural Community.

Computer Tips
I’ll start by thanking the people who emailed me to say that they enjoyed my last article. It is nice 

to know that some of you found it interesting and informative. I’m also pleased to say I received a 
couple of suggestions for topics to cover, which I am going to have a stab at addressing this time 
around.

As I am sure some of you are aware, a web browser is a program that allows users to view web 
pages on the Internet. Since Microsoft defeated Netscape in the mid-90’s during the first ‘browser 
war’, their product Internet Explorer has been the dominant product in the market. I believe the main 
reason (and the one that upset Netscape at the time) is that Internet Explorer is free and comes pre-
installed when you buy a computer with Microsoft Windows. Therefore most people are unaware (or 
just  don’t  care)  that  there  are  viable  and  free  alternatives,  although  these  have  been  growing  in 
popularity since 2003.

The most popular of these alternatives is Mozilla’s Firefox, which markets itself as being more 
secure and faster than Internet Explorer. I have used it quite extensively (along with Apple’s Safari), 
and  they  are  both  good fast  alternatives  to  Internet  Explorer.  As  for  speed  and  security,  Internet 
Explorer’s latest and very recent release (Version 8) is a lot faster, and I really like some of the new 
features (like InPrivate Browsing) that it offers. As for security, although I am a little biased, I have 
always thought that Microsoft is just targeted more than their competitors, being the dominant force in 
world computing.

A last word on web browsers (as it isn’t a riveting subject), whichever product you are using, you 
should always try to keep it up to date. This is because any updates tend to address any ‘security 
issues’ and new features are being added to websites all the time which older web browsers may not be 
able to view properly.

You can have more than one Web browser, so why not give them a go?
• Internet Explorer 8 www.microsoft.com/windows/internet-explorer
• Mozilla Firefox 3 www.mozilla-europe.org/firefox
• Apple Safari 4 www.apple.com/safari
• Opera www.opera.com
• Google Chrome www.google.com/chrome

The  other  subject  I  was  recently  emailed  about  was  what  Internet  email  system  I  would 
recommend people to use. Over the years I have used most, including the leading ones such as Yahoo 
Mail, Microsoft’s  Hotmail, and the one I currently use Google’s  Gmail, which is also referred to as 
Googlemail.

Initially I started to use Gmail because it offered more capacity than its two main rivals, however it 
is now the one I would recommend as it is easy to use, you tend to receive less spam (unsolicited 
email), it has a simple integrated ‘chat’ element that allows you to speak to your contacts in real time, 
and because Google allows you to use this email address with their other free products, such as Picasa 
and the recently launched Google Docs (which is fantastic for any of you out there who don’t have 
Microsoft Office).

If you have any questions relating to this article, send me an email to  Ged@Profega.com, and 
please keep sending your feedback and suggestions. — Ged
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Village Diary
November & December 2009

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mondays
Thursdays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am

Tuesdays
Thursdays

Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am

Fridays Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

November 2009
Tue 3 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 4 Kennington Link WI Family History Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 7
Kennington Cancer Fund Christmas Bazaar Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Kennington4FairTrade Coffee Morning & Cards St Swithun’s Church Hall 10 am–12 noon
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am

Sun 8 Remembrance Day Church & War Memorial 10:45 am
Tue 10 Coffee Morning Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 11 Kennington WI Northmoor Trust Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 12 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sat 14
Christmas Market Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Oxford Ceilidh Climax Village Centre 8–11:30 pm

Sun 15 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 16 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 17 Trefoil Guild Methodist Hall 9:30

Wed 18
Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Kennington WI Ploughman’s Lunch Methodist Hall 12 noon–2 pm

Thu 19 Ecumenical Home Fellowship Group 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm
Sun 22 United Service Anniversary Celebration Methodist Church 6:30 pm
Tue 24 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 25 St Swithun’s School Cakes & Christmas Shop Infant School Hall 3–5:30 pm
Sun 29 Kennington Chronicle 25th Anniversary Service St Swithun’s Church 6:30 pm
Mon 30 Monday Circle: Christmas Crafts Methodist Church 7:30 pm

December 2009
Wed 2 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sat 5 Hedge Planting Kendall Close north end of Kennington Rd 11am–12 noon
Sun 6 Carols around the Christmas Tree War Memorial 6 pm
Tue 8 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 9 Kennington WI Christmas Meeting Village Centre 7 pm
Thu 10 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 12 Oxford Ceilidh—Toothless Mary Village Centre 8–11:30 pm

Tue 15
Trefoil Guild Christmas Party Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Mon 21 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Hedge planing in Kendall Copse on the morning of Saturday 5th December. Please help.
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