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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter

Love it or Hate it…

There are  lots  of elements  of  Christmas that  you either  love or hate.  Sprouts  for  example.  Or 
Christmas pudding.  Or mince  pies.  But  however  enthusiastically  we may repeatedly  offer  one 
particular  foodstuff  (30  years  on,  my  Grandma  is  still  insistent  that  I  should  eat  Christmas 
pudding!), we are wasting our breath if the intended recipient feels differently.

The same, I think is true of the whole event of Christmas. Many people can wax lyrical about how 
much  they  enjoy  the  season,  where  everything  from  Christmas  decorations  to  mulled  wine, 
Christmas shopping or cooking a turkey is a joy, and all part of the festive excitement.

For  others,  however,  none  of  those  trimmings  can  deter  from the  fact  that  Christmas  simply 
highlights their loneliness and isolation, increases an already overwhelming burden of debt and 
applies additional pressure on already fragile family relationships.

I wonder whether in all of this we are missing the point.

Christmas centres around the birth of a baby who is “Emmanuel”; God with us.

God does not stand aloof and distant from the world and all its joy and sorrows, but he became a 
part of it, he walked amongst us, he experienced it for himself. He too knows what is to have fun, to 
be excited, to revel in the fellowship of good friends and good food, but he also knows what it is to 
suffer pain, loneliness and grief. The heart of Christmas is a God who offers understanding. And so, 
love it, or hate it, there is something and someone for you at Christmas.

Services in December:

6th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:00 pm Carols Around the Tree

followed by mulled wine and mince pies in St Swithun’s Church

13th 9:30 am Parish Communion

20th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Carols by Candlelight

24th 4:00 pm Nativity
11:30 pm Midnight Communion

25th 10:00 am Family Communion

27th 9:30 am Parish Communion

Children’s Church

Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a 
family service—our family service this month is on Christmas Day). Children’s Church starts at 
9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.

— Em Coley
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Telephone:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road, Headington, Oxford, OX3 8AX

Circuit Office: Telephone:
Wesley Memorial Church 01865 243216
New Inn Hall Street, Oxford, OX1 2DH

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER

Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Holy Communion will  be celebrated  Sunday 13th December  at  10:30 a.m. 
There will also be a celebration of Holy Communion on Christmas Eve, 24th 

December at 3 p.m. Please note the time.

The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.

Carols  for  All, a  United  Service in  the  Village  Centre on  Sunday  13th 

December at 6:30 p.m.

PREACHERS FOR DECEMBER AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:

6th December Graham Kirby from Kidlington.

13th December The Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies. This will be a service of  All Age 
Worship and will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

20th December Jim Hewitt from the Church of the Holy Family, Blackbird Leys.

27th December Helen Paige from Horton-cum-Studley.

The  JUNIOR CHURCH meets  at  10:30 a.m. every Sunday during term time for  worship, 
teaching and other activities. The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 a.m. each 
Sunday morning, and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2009

CHRISTMAS EVE 3 p.m. Holy Communion for Christmas Eve.
Celebrant: The Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies

CHRISTMAS DAY 9:30 a.m. Morning Worship for Christmas Day
led by the Revd Robert Whorton, the Chaplain of Sobell House.

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

OTHER DATES FOR DECEMBER

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday
8th DECEMBER

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Thursday
10th DECEMBER

The Churches Together Advent Prayer Afternoon at 8 St Swithun’s 
Road from 2.30 p.m. to 3.30 p.m.

Sunday
13th DECEMBER

Carols For All in the Village Centre at 6.30 p.m.—a United Service, with 
the Kennington Choirs.
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Wednesday
16th DECEMBER

Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court at 10:30 a.m. Do come, if 
you are able.

Sunday
20th DECEMBER

The Monthly Service of Prayer & Praise for the Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 p.m. and at Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 
3.45 p.m.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY 8th DECEMBER from 10 a.m. 
onwards. It will be a “Christmas Special.” There will be many bargains. All the proceeds will go 
towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out’.

The November Coffee Morning raised £148.80.
The January Coffee Morning will take place on TUESDAY 12th JANUARY.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist  Church premises. Kindly note that  the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

Churches Together in Kennington
There is much about Christmas that is familiar. We go through the same traditions year after year, 
singing the same carols, eating the same food. And perhaps we become slightly desensitised to the 
meaning of what we are doing. But there is one carol we sing which never fails to touch me. The 
final verse of Christina Rossetti’s “In the Bleak Mid-Winter” contains these lyrics:

What can I give him
Poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd
I would bring a lamb;
If I were a wise man
I would do my part;
Yet what I can I give him—
Give my heart.

The sense is one in which we approach God just as we are. All we can bring is ourselves, and we 
know that God’s reception is one of love and acceptance.

But I wonder whether we offer that same kind of love and acceptance to others? Are we willing to 
live with one another’s fallibility? Are we willing to accept weakness and imperfections? Christmas 
can often be a time of heightened tension. A time when we place even more demands on our friends 
and families and this can often descend to rows or even family feuds. Perhaps this year we will do 
well to consider the nature of humankind’s imperfections and be willing to receive whatever is 
being  offered  in  its  limited  and  imperfect  form,  and  to  meet  one  another  with  the  love  and 
acceptance which we in turn have received from God. And in doing so we will capture the true 
essence of the Christmas story.

Kennington Churches Together invite you to  Carols for All at the Village Centre on Sunday 13th 

December at 6:30pm. You will be very welcome.
— Em Coley
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

THE KENNINGTON & DISTRICT UNITED CHURCH CHOIRS  will  be  presenting their 
Christmas opera,  “RUDDIGORE”  by  Gilbert  & Sullivan,  in  the  Methodist  Church Hall  in 
Upper Road, on Friday & Saturday 11th & 12th December at 7.30 p.m.

The  principals  include:  Sarah  Leatherbarrow,  Marilyn  Moore,  Wendy  Lewis,  Victoria  Hurrell,  
Marina  Aspinall,  John Wilkes,  Peter Wright,  Joe Haynes,  Andrew Moore  &  Bert  Branker.  The 
accompanist will be John Oxlade and the conductor will be Trevor Cowlett. Entrance is FREE, and 
all the proceeds will go to Penhurst Action for Children Special School, Chipping Norton.

But a word of warning. We are now limited to an audience of only 75 persons for each evening. 
So it’s vital that you come early in order not to be turned away. But don’t miss it! Any further 
information  can  be  found  on  the  choir  website  www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or  from  Trevor 
Cowlett on 01865 735885.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Christmas Services

Thursday 3rd

8:00–9:00 pm Hour of ‘Creative Prayer’ Good Shepherd

Tuesday 22nd

10:30 am Children’s Christingle Workshop Our Lady of the Rosary
(incorporating Penitential Service & Confessions for children & adults)

Thursday 24th Christmas Eve
5:30 pm Christmas Mass with Nativity Play Our Lady of the Rosary
9:30 pm Mass of Midnight Holy Rood

Thursday 25th Christmas Day
10:00 am Mass Good Shepherd
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Young Ambassadors Brass Band Reunion Raises £1,000
Just  over  50  past  and  present  members  forming  two 
standard  size  Brass  Bands,  each  performing  for  50 
minutes  and  followed  by  two  massed  items…  The 
Trisch-Trasch Polka  (Johann  Strauss)  and  Get  Happy 
(Arlen  &  P  Doe)  entertained  200  guests,  friends  & 
family of founder and conductor Frank Wolff (who also 
celebrated his 80th birthday) on 7th November in style in 
the Cowley Conservative Club.

Other  programme  items  included  Soul  Bosa Nova 
(Quincy Jones),  Spring (Grieg),  Pomp & Circumstance 
№ 1 (Elgar),  The  Riverdance (Whelan)  complete  with 
the Irish Dancing Team, and three 50 & 60’s songs by 
Marilyn  Elliott  and  accompanied  by her  brass  quintet 

with  solo items  by Elaine Williams & Brian Winter  (cornet),  Steve Drury (post  horn),  Shawn 
Pagington (euphonium), Chris Barnes (bass) and Tim Morgan (bass trombone).

£500 was presented to John Samson representing HELEN & DOUGLAS HOUSE HOSPICE and a 
further £500 to Ken Smith representing SOBELL HOUSE HOSPICE.

The Rose Taylor Memorial Christmas Lunch
It was a record this year with the 120 tickets for the  Christmas Charity Lunch to be held in 
Egrove Park on Monday 21st December 2009 all sold in few days. If you would like to join the 
waiting list please ring 01865 739208.

As previously  reported  all  the  proceeds  from this  year’s  charity  event  in  excess  of  the  costs 
involved will, in line with the Taylor Family’s wishes, be divided equally between The Kennington 
Cancer Fund and The Pathway Workshop.

If  you can donate a prize  for the monster  raffle  held at  the Lunch,  it  would be very much 
appreciated and help swell the sums raised for these worthwhile Local Charities.

See you all on the day, George & Carole Ross

Local non-profit village groups
St Swithun’s School has a range of buildings and rooms, including the community room (next to 
the Playgroup)  that  faces  the main road.  The school would consider  letting to  local  non-profit 
community groups from the village to help cement community relations within the school.

Bookings may be for one-off or regular meetings or events.

If your group would like to make use of the school's facilities, please email the school office
office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

— Nigel Northcott, Chairman: School Governors

KADS Box Office—Correction
We apologise for the incorrect flyer in last month’s issue.

Dates for the panto are 21st–23rd and 28th–30th January, 7:30 p.m., and Saturday matinée 2 p.m.

We respectfully request that all booked tickets must be paid for in advance due to high demand.

We can deliver tickets within the village. For more information, please call Kay 01865 739025, or 
call at 6 Jackson Drive any afternoon after 2 p.m.

BOOK NOW TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!
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Kennington Overseas Aid
At the AGM marking the end of the 2009 KOA season, it was announced that the total sum raised 
for Cecily’s Fund was  £25,056.14. Cecily’s Fund works with children in Zambia who have been 
orphaned because of HIV and AIDS, and the money donated by Kennington will pay for “Peer 
Educators”  to  go  into  schools  and  teach  children  about  HIV infection  and  its  prevention.  In 
accepting the cheque the chairman of the charity told us that 50 young people would be trained as 
educators  and  the  lives  of  at  least  7,000  children  would  be  touched.  He  said  that  he  was 
overwhelmed by the efforts  of the people of Kennington and said a very sincere thank you to 
everyone in the village who had contributed in any way. The KOA committee is also very grateful 
for the wonderful support of so many people.

We now start to think about 2010, which will be KOA’s 42nd year. There will be a meeting on 
Thursday  January  14  th   at  8pm in  St  Swithun’s  Church  Hall  ,  when next  year’s  project  will  be 
selected. The three proposals are now available and if you would like a copy please contact one of 
us. Anyone can come to the meeting and vote, so do come along and have your say.

KOA Chair 2010 Vice Chair
Brenda Groth (729229) www.koa.org.uk Halcyon Leonard (452783)

Kennington Women’s Institute WI
November Meeting

Mrs Palma, the President, welcomed everyone to the November meeting.

The attractive pot plant provided by Mrs Willbery would be taken to Mrs Jones.

Various items were brought to the attention of members, including:

• Radley WI has invited our Institute to their meeting on Thursday 3rd December at 7:30pm in 
Radley Village Hall when the entertainment will be “The Organ Grinder Entertains” with 
Mr John Hunt.

• Mrs Palma was pleased to announce that Mrs Haskins was one of four lucky winners of the 
“Agnes Salter Bursary.”

• A donation is being sent to the County Memorial Bursary Fund in memory of Mrs Mary 
Beedle.

• Having  been  fortunate  in  winning  our  bursary,  Miss  Mourier had  attended  a  course  at 
Denman College entitled “An Elizabethan Experience:  Literature  and Food,”  which she 
enjoyed very much.

Our Speaker Mr Edd Thomas,  Ecoaction Team Manager at the Northmoor Trust, was introduced. 
His talk on the past, present and future work of the Trust was very interesting and informative. Mrs 
Maine gave the vote of thanks.

As this is the last edition of Kennington Chronicle for 2009, the President and Committee send their 
best wishes to all our members, past and present, for a very happy Christmas and peaceful New 
Year.

Come to Brownies!

There are lots  of fun things to  do—like going on walks,  making things, 
cooking, entering competitions, playing games, earning badges and doing 
fashion shows.

To join call Brown Owl on 736271.
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Kennington Health Centre
Our Christmas and New Year opening times are as follows.

Thursday 24th 8.30am-12noon Monday 28th CLOSED

Friday 25th CLOSED Tuesday 29th 8.30am-8.15pm

Saturday 26th CLOSED Wednesday 30th 8.30am-6.30pm

Sunday 27th CLOSED Thursday 31st 8.30am-6.30pm

Friday 1st Jan CLOSED

Open as usual from Monday 4th January 2009

Swine flu vaccination: We have received the first batch of swine flu vaccine and are sending out 
letters of invitation to those patients who are at risk as defined by the Department of Health. If you 
receive a letter  and would like a vaccination,  please ring Kennington Health  Centre  on 01865 
730911 to make an appointment. We are only able to offer the swine flu vaccine to those in the at 
risk groups. If you definitely do not want one, it would be very helpful if you would complete and 
return the slip at the bottom of your letter.

The doctors and staff join me in wishing all our patients and their families and friends a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager
Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net

Did you know…
You can order your repeat prescription on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
Regarding my previous warning about a company call APEX going door to door hard selling to 
residents of Kennington:

I want to make it clear that this company is entirely unrelated to Mr Steve Clarkson’s company 
Apex Construction. This is a bona fide company that does not practice door-to-door selling.

I apologise for any confusion that might have arisen, whilst strengthening my appeal to residents to 
be vigilant against any cold callers who are potentially exploiting vulnerable residents and also 
damaging the reputation of honest businessmen like Mr Clarkson.

If anyone has any concerns regarding any companies doing any work at your homes please contact 
me and I will be happy to assist.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
0845 8 505 505 www.crimestoppers-uk.org

Christmas Tree Lights

Kennington Parish Council

Christmas Tree Lights

Santa Claus will be joining us when we switch on the Christmas Tree Lights at 
The War Memorial at 6pm on Sunday 6th December

Come and join us and sing some Carols and
enjoy a Mince Pie and a glass of Mulled Wine

A collection will be taken for Local Charities
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Kennington Parish Council—Tenders for Contracts
LOCAL CONTRACTORS AND INDIVIDUALS ARE INVITED TO

REQUEST THE TENDER DOCUMENTS FOR THE FOLLOWING CONTRACTS

• Highway Verge Grass Cutting

• Sandford Lane Churchyard/Cemetery Grass Cutting

• Quarterly and Ad Hoc Maintenance work in the village consisting of grass cutting and 
strimming,  clearing footpaths and work in play areas and checking play equipment

Please contact the Clerk to register your interest:

Mrs Pam Johnston, 102 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
Telephone 01865 421126 Email: kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

The documents will be issued at the end of December 2009 with a deadline of 29th January 2010. 
Contracts awarded will start from March 2010.

Carol Singing in Kennington
Again this year, the Methodist Church Carol Singing Party, with helpers from the other churches  
and the village, will be going around the streets of Kennington in December singing carols for  
Action for Children. This will be our 49th year—and never has a year been missed whatever the  
weather!

Here are the dates. We begin at 6 p.m. prompt each evening, and finish by 7.30 p.m.

Thursday
17th December

The singers meet at the shops in Playfield Road at 6 p.m. to sing in  The 
Avenue  (west  side)  down to  Grundy  Crescent,  and  (east  side)  up  to  Manor 
Grove, and (west side again) to Cranbrook Drive; Cranbrook Drive; Fairways;  
Playfield Road; Links Road; Liddiard Close; Simpsons Way.

Friday
18th December

The singers meet at the junction of Meadow View & Poplar Grove at 6 p.m. 
to sing in  Poplar Grove  from Meadow View to Manor Grove;  Manor Grove;  
The Avenue (both sides) from Manor Grove to Sandford Lane; Sandford Lane;  
Poplar Grove  (southern end) to Meadow View;  Meadow View Road; Poplar  
Grove to Otters Reach.

Monday
21st December

The singers meet at St Swithun’s School at 6 p.m.  to sing in  St  Swithun’s  
Road; Kirk Close; Bagley Wood Road; Ross Court; The Avenue from Bagley 
Wood Road to Grundy Crescent;  Grundy Crescent; The Avenue  from Grundy 
Crescent to Poplar Grove; Otters Reach; River View.

Tuesday
22nd December

The singers meet at Kennington Post Office at 6 p.m. to sing in Kennington 
Road from Edward Road to Upper Road; Strode Court; Upper Road to Kenville 
Road; Old Nursery View; Forest Side; Jackson Drive; Colley Wood; Perkins; 
Kenville Road.

Wednesday
23rd December

The singers meet at the War Memorial at 6 p.m. to sing in Kennington Road 
from Bagley Wood Road to Edward Road;  Edward Road; Upper Road  from 
Edward Road to Bagley Close; Blackman Close; Bagley Close; Rowles Close;  
Upper Road to the bars; Woodcroft; Edith Court.

We invite everyone to join us. We need not only singers, but people over 16 years of age to act as  
collectors and helpers. Last year we raised £1,913. So, do come and help us on any of the above  
evenings, and keep an ear open for when the carol singers are in your street!

All details from John or Thelma Marson on 01865 735145.
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Kennington Library Newsletter
Dear reader,

Last  newsletter  of  the  year  2009.  We have  had  a  good  year  with  the  first  Kennington 
Literary Festival as its highlight as well as our popular monthly local author talks. However, 
December is our “reader special” where we invite YOU to review your favourite book of the 
year (see below). For our younger readers we will have Christmas story time (see below).

We close Wednesday 23rd December at 12.30 pm for Christmas Break.
We reopen on Saturday 2nd January at 10 am.

As usual, loan time is automatically extended to cover the closure, which means you will have 
more time to watch your favourite films if you borrow them on Friday 18th or Saturday 19th—
3 weeks—or Monday 21st or Wednesday 23rd—2 weeks—instead of the usual 1 week hire. Why 
not browse the on-line library catalogue and reserve your favourite film TODAY.

www.libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk

Also on-line and open 24 hours is our OCC Reference Library Service, a wonderful tool to 
answer any or all the Christmas quizzes! www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/referenceonline

Look out in January for details of the next Spring Literary Festival.

Jamie, Marie-Christine and I would like to thank you for your continued support and wish you 
a Happy Christmas and a Literary New Year.

Dominique, Kennington Library 01865 730763

For  further  information  on  all  the  Oxfordshire  Libraries  Services  please  log  on  to  the  web 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Story Time
Wednesday 16th December, 10:30–11:30 a.m.

Kennington Library

Come and join us for Christmas stories,
and come and make angels and stars to decorate our stable.

Refreshments kindly provided by the Friends of  Kennington Library.

‘Let’s Talk About Books’ Morning
Kennington Library invites you to our

‘Let’s Talk about 2009 Books’
morning!

Wednesday 2  nd   December from 11 a.m.–12 noon  

Christmas Special!

Come and share some of  your favourite books of  the year.

Mulled Wine and Mince kindly provided by the
Friends of  Kennington library.

For more information contact Kennington library,
telephone 01867 730763, or visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Parish Council Matters

November 2009 Meeting

The good news for the development at Playfield 
Road  Playing  Field  was  that  the  application  for 
£18,941  had  been  successful  from  the  Aiming 
High County Council grant giving body. It would 
enable an enhancement to the play space to make 
the area more attractive for disabled children and 
their parents. There would be a curved bench and 
wooden playhouse for the younger age group and 
a canopy over the play pits. A contract had been 
sent to release the grant, which must be spent by 
the end of the financial year. There were further 
grant monies available next year, and the extension 
to  the  pavilion  to  provide  disabled  facilities  for 
children  could  be  considered.  The  work  was 
progressing well on the main part of the scheme. It 
had been suggested by the landscape architect that 
it might be necessary to hire protective fencing for 
a few months to allow the grass to grow once the 
contractor had left the site.

The  members  decided  on  the  contractors  for  a 
number of jobs in the village. These included the 
installation of 40 recycled plastic bollards in the 
verge  in  The  Avenue  between  Grundy  Crescent 
and St Swithun’s School  and the renewal  of the 
tarmac  surfaces  under  four  bus  shelters  at  the 
Upper Road stop, Edward Road (west side) stop 
and both the stops at Sandford Lane. There would 
also  be  lettering  on  the  14  bus  shelters  in  the 
village showing ‘Kennington Parish Council’.

The Saturday office had a number of callers this 
month. One of the concerning issue raised was the 
increase  in  the  amount  of  dog  faeces  being 
deposited especially  along the alley from Poplar 
Grove to The Avenue, used by many children and 
their parents going to school. The Parish Council 
had  invested  in  dog  waste  bins  though  out  the 
village  so  they  hoped  that  dog  owners  would 
please help make the village safe and tidy by using 
them.

Grants and donations were made to the following 
organisations.

● £850  for  the  Royal  British  Legion  for  the 
Poppy Appeal.  The members  of  the Parish 
Council suggested an increased donation to 
acknowledge  the  work  of  a  resident  who 
kindly  repaired  the  War  Memorial  steps 
without charging the council.

● £125 for the Oxfordshire Association for the 
Blind who helped 21 people in the village in 
the past year.

● £200 for the South and Vale Carers Centre 
who helped eight carers in the village.

● £425 for the Abingdon and District Citizens 
Advice Bureau.

● £25 for the Sue Ryder, Nettlebed Hospice.

● The balance of £185 from the £300 allocated 
to  the  Kennington4Fairtrade  group  which 
was  now  independent  from  the  Parish 
Council.

Flag Days 2009

December
No Flag Days
January
20th Birthday of HRH The Countess of Wessex

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

DATES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS
DECEMBER 2009

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 10th December at 7:30 pm.

There will be a Budget Meeting on
Thursday 17th December at 7:30 pm.

There is no Parish ‘Office’ in December.

The next Planning Committees are
Tuesday 15th December 2009 at 8 pm and 

Tuesday 5th January 2010 at 8 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan, which may be within days 

of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk 
immediately if you want to make a comment. 
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the 
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Meetings are held in the Village Centre
unless otherwise notified,

and the public is very welcome.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

Finally, the members of the Parish Council and 
the Clerk wish everyone best wishes for 

Christmas and the New Year.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: November 2009

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Wednesday 20th January 2009 7:30pm: Village Centre:  AGM with Cheese & Wine Social 
Evening

The AGM rescheduled from 18th November will take place in an informal atmosphere during the 
social evening, which will comprise quiz, photo’s from 2009 and cheese, wine & nibbles. Members 
only, do come along.

Saturday 13 February 2010. Coach outing to Rococo Gardens, Painswick, Glos.

This  is  when  snowdrops  are  at  their  best.  Winter  trips  are  unusual,  but  then  you  won’t  find 
snowdrops in  the summer.  The coach will  depart  from Manor Grove at  9:30am (yes 9:30am), 
calling  at  bus  stops  through  the  village.  The  all-inclusive  cost,  admission  and  coach  is  £16. 
Bookings together with payment can be made with Maureen Winkfield on 01865 454326.

Proposed garden holiday based in Eastbourne Thursday 29 July to Monday 2 August 2010

The Society is planning a five-day holiday to Sussex in July 2010, based in the elegant resort town 
of  Eastbourne.  The  cost,  inclusive  of  coach  travel  and  four  nights’ half  board  at  the  3  star 
Chatsworth hotel, will be approx £265. Garden admissions are extra and will be about £25. The 
draft itinerary is as follows.

Thursday Loseley Park stately home and gardens, near Guildford. The estate features a number 
of different gardens, including rose, herb, white & organic vegetable garden.

Friday King John’s Lodge & garden. Jacobean house & 5 acres of garden including and noted 
for  its  herbaceous  borders  and  rose  gardens.  King  John  II  reported  to  have  been 
imprisoned here by the Black Prince.

Saturday Pashley Manor Gardens. Quintessential English garden of a very individual character. 
Afternoon visit to historic Sussex town of Rye.

Sunday Afternoon visit to Merriment Garden. Four acre English garden, colour themes, set in 
Traditional styles

Monday RHS Wisley en-route home.

The above is an example itinerary and options are being considered to include a trip on the Kent & 
East Sussex steam railway; frankly we are spoilt for choice in this part of the country. The itinerary 
will  allow  for  adequate  time  to  explore  Eastbourne.  To  register  a  place,  please  telephone  the 
treasurer on 01865 730961, 131 Kennington Road as soon as possible. Allocation will be on a first 
come basis. At time of going to print 41 members have already booked.

We wish all our members a very happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.

Personal Notices

The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for  births, weddings, thank-you’s and  bereavements. 
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 37).

70th Wedding Anniversary

Nora & Len Andrews thank everyone for the cards and good wishes on the occasion of their 70th 

Wedding Anniversary. Also thanks to Joyce & Graham for everything.

— Nora & Len Andrews
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Kennington Link WI
November 2009 Meeting

Tracing one’s ancestry is a popular occupation nowadays so it was particularly 
pleasing to welcome Dr Alan Simpson, who demonstrated how to compile a family 
tree. The talk, entitled “Family History and the Lure of the Graveyard,” may sound a 
little gloomy, however we found this to be a false assumption and were soon completely absorbed. 
As with many things today, tracing one’s ancestors has gone high-tech, so when delving into the 
past Dr Simpson is just as likely to be surfing the net as inspecting tombstones. We were surprised 
to hear that gravestones can sometimes be of more help than birth or marriage certificates, but as 
the speaker explained, this is because they often contain names and information of other family 
members.  Fortunately,  a  census  is  compiled  every  10  years,  which  with  every  person’s  name 
recorded is invaluable to anyone investigating their ancestors.

Mrs  Christine  Ravenscroft  thanked  the  speaker  on  behalf  of  all  the  members  for  a  truly 
fascinating and informative talk.

Business matters included invitations to Radley WI on 4th December, to the Methodist Church 
Anniversary in November and to a Winter-warming Lunch given by the Evening Institute, also in 
November. A letter of thanks had been received for our donation to the Kennington Chronicle. 
Arrangements for Founder’s Day celebrations were discussed and ideas for next year’s speakers 
were invited. Forms relating to ‘Resolutions’ will be in the November ‘WI Life,’ and members were 
asked to bring these to the December meeting.

A splendid arrangement of flowers on the President’s table had been provided by Miss Rosalie 
Whiteley,  and  this  was  presented  to  one  of  our  members  who  will  shortly  be  leaving  for  an 
extended visit to New Zealand.

The next  meeting will  be  on  December 2nd when Mr Clive  Jones  will  speak on “The 
Khumbu Trekking in Nepal.” There will be a SALES TABLE at this meeting and contributions 
will be most appreciated.

Kennington History Society
In October the History Society had a rather different evening. Not only did local expert  Graham 
Kirby give  a  very  interesting  illustrated  talk  entitled,  ‘Money and Medallions: The Story of 
Coins, Medallions, Tokens and Tickets,’ he also gave free estimates of the value of members 
coins. This was an eye opening talk for those of us who thought coins were only issued by the state!

In November a packed hall was treated to an amusing and thought-provoking talk by Radio Oxford 
broadcaster Bill Heine entitled ‘Heinstein of the Airways,’, in which Bill gave a rare insight into 
both the highs and lows of his life as the presenter of a daily radio ‘phone in’ programme. He also 
gave us the real low-down on his reasons for erecting that famous shark, concluding the evening by 
signing copies of his recent book.

‘this month’

This month’s event will be held on  Monday 21st December 2009 at  7:45pm in the  Methodist 
Church when  Graham Sutherland will  give  what  would  seem a  very  timely  illustrated  talk 
entitled, ‘Inn Signs and Drinking Customs.’

‘next month’

The first event of the new year is scheduled for  Monday 18th January 2010 in the usual venue 
when the popular local speaker and historian Liz Woolley will give a talk entitled, ‘It will do him 
more good than going to school: Child Labour in Nineteenth Century Oxfordshire.’

History Society events are free to members with visitors welcome at a change of  £2.50. Also a 
reminder that ‘Renewal of Membership’ is due on 1st January 2010. No increase again this time, 
so that’s £10 for a single membership or £16 for Family Membership.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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Village Diary
Fixed Weekly Meetings

Mondays
Thursdays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am

Tuesdays
Thursdays

Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am

Fridays Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

December 2009
Wed 2 Kennington Link WI—The Khumbu Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 5
Hedge Planting Kendall Close north end of Kennington Rd 10:30 am–1 pm
Kennington Artists Fair St Swithun’s Church Hall 12 noon–6 pm

Sun 6
Kennington Artists Fair St Swithun’s Church Hall 12 noon–6 pm
Carols around the Christmas Tree War Memorial 6 pm

Tue 8 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 9 Kennington WI Christmas Meeting Village Centre 7 pm

Thu 10
Churches Together Advent Prayer Afternoon 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm
Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm

Fri 11 Ruddigore by Gilbert & Sullivan Methodist Hall 7:30 pm

Sat 12
Ruddigore by Gilbert & Sullivan Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Oxford Ceilidh—Toothless Mary Village Centre 8–11:30 pm

Sun 13 Carols for All—United Service Village Centre 6:30 pm

Tue 15
Trefoil Guild Christmas Party Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 16 Short Service Edit Court Lounge 10:30 am
Thu 17

Carol Singing Around the Village 6 pm
Fri 18

Sun 20 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 21 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Mon 21

Carol Singing Around the Village 6 pmTue 22
Wed 23
Thu 24 Christmas Eve Communion Service Methodist Church 3 pm
Fri 25 Family Service for Christmas Day Methodist Church 9:30 am

January 2010
Sat 2 Pam’s Office for Parish Council Village Centre 10–11 am
Tue 5 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Thu 14
Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Kennington Overseas Aid St Swithun’s Church Hall 8 pm

Wed 20 Kennington Horticultural Society: AGM & Social Village Centre 7:30 pm
Tue 26 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Hedge planing in Kendall Copse on the morning of Saturday 5th December. Please help.
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The Village Diary is in the Post Office. Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
Late entries can go onto the website. See www.kennington.org (select “Diary”).

When submitting articles to the Chronicle, please “Remember to provide a 
contact phone or email” in case of problems!
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