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4th Sunday Family Service 10:30 am
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St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday Family Service & Baptisms 10:30 am
4th & 5th Sunday Holy Communion 9:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests
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Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter

A New Year, A New You?

The magazines are full of it at this time of year, aren’t they? “Transform your life this new year by 
getting  a  new  body!”  The  advice  is  hours  spent  at  the  gym,  calories  counted  and  weight 
disappearing. Or new hobbies to give you a new lease of life, resolutions to see family more, more 
fresh air, more time spent just for you; all of these designed to give you an improved sense of well 
being, a better appreciation of the person you are.

But  this  is  all  based  on the  supposition  that  the  old  you is  no  good.  That  it  needs  changing, 
improving. The hidden implication is that you are more loveable a little thinner, healthier, more 
relaxed.  The  Church  can  be  just  as  guilty  of  emphasising  the  need  to  change—recognising 
imperfections on a deeper level, a spiritual level, and the danger is that we do this having bypassed 
the starting point that we are loved children of God.

The Bible teaches that we are children of God, made in the image of God, knit together by our 
heavenly father. We are loved with an everlasting love; a love that is demonstrated through the gift 
of God’s son. God’s love and acceptance of us is the bottom line.

So whilst I’m guessing that not one of us is perfect in appearance, lifestyle, relationships or even 
spirituality, perhaps we need to make our starting point this new year an acknowledgement that we 
are loved. Perhaps that is an assurance we can offer to others around us – that they are loved and 
accepted, by us as well as by God, and perhaps that could be the foundation for reassessing our 
lives in the light of the New Year.

Services in January:

3rd 9:30 am Parish Communion 24th 9:00 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline 10:30 am Family Service with Baptism

10th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Service for Unity,

Kennington Methodist Church
6:30 pm Compline

31st 9:30 am Parish Communion
17th 9:30 am

6:30 pm
Parish Communion
Compline

6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church

Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a 
family service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.

— Em Coley
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Telephone:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Circuit Office: Telephone:
Wesley Memorial Church 01865 243216
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH

SERVICES FOR JANUARY

Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 17th January at 10:30 a.m.

The Quiet Room for Prayer is open each Sunday at 10 a.m.

A United Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will be held in 
the Methodist Church on Sunday January 24th at 6:30 p.m.

PREACHERS FOR JANUARY AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:

3rd January Malcolm Bromhall, from Kidlington.

10th January Jan Grimwood, from Tackley.

17th January COVENANT SUNDAY. The Minister, the Revd. Rosemary Davies. This will 
be  the  Annual  Covenant  Service, and  will  include  the  Sacrament  of  Holy 
Communion.

24th January SUNDAY IN  THE  WEEK OF PRAYER  FOR  CHRISTIAN  UNITY.  The 
Revd Leslie Marsh, from Kidlington.

6:30 p.m. A United Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in the 
Methodist Church, led by the Minister, the Revd. Rosemary Davies.

31st January The Revd Philip Beuzeval, from Yarnton.

The  JUNIOR CHURCH meets  at  10:30 a.m. every Sunday during term time for  worship, 
teaching and other activities. The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 a.m. each 
Sunday morning, and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 2010

Monday 18th Mass in the Roman Catholic Church of the Good Shepherd at 6:30 pm.

Thursday 21st Holy Communion in the Parish Church of St Swithun at 10:30 a.m.

Sunday 24th United Service in the Methodist Church at 6:30 p.m.

We are all asked to give these services our full support that “we all may be one that the world might 
believe.”
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OTHER DATES FOR DECEMBER

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday 12th The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Sunday 17th The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at Mon Choisy Elderly Persons 
Home at 3 p.m. and Kirlena House Elderly Persons Home at 3:45 p.m.

Wednesday 20th Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court at 10:30 a.m. Do come, if you 
are able.

Thursday 21st The Ecumenical Study Group meets at 8 St Swithun’s Road at 2:30 p.m. 
Everyone is most welcome.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY 12th JANUARY from 10 a.m. 
onwards. There will be many bargains. All the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out’.

The December Coffee Morning raised £264.20.
The February Coffee Morning will take place on TUESDAY 9th FEBRUARY.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

CAROL SINGING. The Action for Children Carol Singing total is not known at the time of 
writing. Full details will be given in the February edition of the Chronicle.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist  Church premises. Kindly note that  the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Choirs have just  given their  4 performances  of  Ruddigore by  Gilbert  & Sullivan. Once 
again, the amount raised was outstanding. The concerts in  Witney and at  Oxsrad raised nearly 
£1,000 for Christian Aid and Oxsrad funds. But once again Kennington hit the jack-pot. The two 
concerts in the village raised £1,040 in hard cash plus a gift of £5,000 for the Penhurst Action for 
Children Special School for severely disabled young people in Chipping Norton. We shall be 
taking a cheque for £6,040 to Chipping Norton when their term starts in January. We thank all those 
who supported the concerts in any way. It was a great achievement and the concerts themselves 
were simply amazing. We hope you were there!

The Choirs also sang carols in the Westgate Shopping Centre in Oxford for two hours on Friday 
December 11th in aid of  Save the Children, and raised  £375. During 2009 we have raised over 
£22,000 for various charities and our overall total is now approximately £325,000 since 1973.

Starting on Friday January 8th we begin rehearsals for Rossini’s Stabat Mater and Beethoven’s 
Mount of Olives to be performed in St Swithun’s Parish Church at the end of March. We are always 
looking for new singers. If you are interested, have a word with Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885, 
or  e-mail  him  on  trevor@cowlett.co.uk.  You  can  read  all  about  the  choir  on  our  website 
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.
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The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday 9:15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday 11:15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
Monday 6:30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Churches Together in Kennington
Happy new year to all the residents of Kennington!

One of the things I always do at the beginning of a new 
year is transfer all the dates that are on notes at the back of 
my previous year’s diary into my brand new diary, and the 
same exercise is applied to the calendar hanging up in the 
kitchen.

Having done that simple task, I cannot get away from the fact that 
a new year is beginning. What will this new year bring, I ask myself? Have 
I learnt from the mistakes of the past year? Am I really serious about turning over a new leaf in the 
way I lead my life?

These are natural human questions and ones that can have a divine answer.

God is the One who says ‘See, I am making all things new.’ God is the One who forgets our past 
mistakes and failings and always gives us a second chance to make something of our lives. God is 
the One who offers His strength to leave behind our regrets and embrace the future in faith, in the 
company of Him who is always ‘Emmanuel’—God with us.

Forthcoming events

Churches around the world mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity from 18th–25th January. In 
Kennington,  the  three  Churches  will  be  sharing  in  one  another’s  traditions  of  worship  and 
celebrating what unites us in our faith.

You are most welcome to join us for worship in January:

Monday 18th 6:30 p.m. Mass at the Church of the Good Shepherd
Thursday 21st 10:30 a.m. Communion at St Swithun’s Church
Sunday 24th 6:30 p.m. United service @ Kennington Methodist Church

Later on in the month—Thursday 28th January 2010 at 8 p.m.—Churches Together in Kennington 
will be putting on another series about other faiths reminding us again that we are challenged to live 
as one human race respecting one another’s beliefs and ideas. The series begins with a session on 
Eastern religions and will be held at the Church of the Good Shepherd led by Father Paul King.

A warm welcome is extended to ALL.
— Rev Rosemary Davies
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Kennington’s New Book Club

Something unusual happened to me last year. Something which has changed my life. I woke up! …  
I had spent weeks on research into recent events, and I was shaken.

Join our brand new book club where we will discuss various modern issues…

From John Perkins’s Confessions of an Economic  Hitman to Naomi Klein’s  The Shock Doctrine, 
we can discover hidden agendas behind wars, poverty and environmental damage. In Crossing the 
Rubicon, Mike Ruppert cites the ‘end of the age of oil’ and links it to the events of 9/11.

All over the world people are suffering and I believe that all of it is avoidable and unnecessary. I 
really believe there is enough to go around if we choose to live a more sustainable way of life. All 
we need is the will and to care about one another. To stand up for human rights wherever they are 
denied, at a time when they are being eroded more than ever before.

In the Mayan culture it is said that the world is coming to the end of a 5,125 year cycle; for some 
this signifies the end of the world. For others it represents the dawn of a new age, a new awareness.

If you'd like to see positive change in the world and are prepared to take a good look at where we 
are, please come to our first meeting on  Wednesday 27th January, 8–9 p.m. in the  Kennington 
Village Hall. We can have friendly discussion over tea and coffee, share our interests, and choose 
our first book.

— Judith Chelbi 07717 870142

Kennington Festival Group

Happy New Year Everyone

We take this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped us during 2009. We appreciate 
all the support we get.

If you are at a loose end on Monday afternoons and are over 60, why not come and join us for 
a pleasant relaxing afternoon in the company of friendly people?

We meet at 2 pm, have a chat and catch up on the latest news, a light hearted game of bingo 
followed by tea and cakes.

Some of our members take the opportunity to visit the village shops or go to the Library.

During the year we also have lunches and special teas. Yum yum…

For those who have difficulty getting about we can offer transport with our very own band 
of volunteer drivers.

We meet: January 4th and 18th

February 1st and 15th

For  more  information  please  ring  Margaret  on  01865  730353  or  email 
mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Kendall Copse
Planting  the  last  hedge  for  Kendall  Copse  was 
scheduled for the morning of 5th December. The 
forecasts throughout the week had been dire, with 
rain promised daily, but each day the sun shone, 
including the day of planting, when we had been 
promised 40 mm of rain for the day—OUCH.

With the old fence removed mid-week, laying out 
the planting line was done on Friday afternoon, ready for the big dig on Saturday.

The Guides were ready almost before the planters, setting up their tent and tables for teas and—
bless them—supplying their very own mince pies as the diggers got to work.

Whilst scheduled for 10:30, several people were there quite a bit earlier and were given careful 
guidance about the mixed planting. It is necessary for “spine” trees (hawthorn and blackthorn) to 
form the basic hedge line with extras (spindle, wayfarer, geulder rose, myrobalan and holly) giving 
support for wildlife and, in our two hedges, a good and planned colour display, which we hope will 
form three slightly different colours along the hedge lines as trees blossom.

Planting got under way by 10:00 with the Friends 
of Kendall  Copse and several  families from the 
village, each group with a bag of a dozen saplings 
filling in each of the sections marked out. When I 
turned round to look at 11:00 a good half of the 
hedge  was  already  done!  As  the  volunteers 
completed  their  one  or  two  sections  (some 
managed four!), they had their tea and mince pie 
and  were  quickly  replaced  by  another  group, 
planting the next sections.

By  12:30,  the  whole  of  the  new  hedge  was 
completed,  leaving  an  additional  60  saplings  needed to  add to  the  eastern  hedge.  These  other 
saplings had not been available when we did the first hedge and now it too could be completed. The 
first hedge was planted back in November 2008 and has been very successful, with little or no die-
off, as can happen with newly planted saplings. Looking at the main trees previously planted, I 
have been most surprised by their growth since we started in 2007. Some trees in the western field 
are reaching for 3m height, whilst in the eastern field, some are at 2m already. Both these fields 
were town tips only a few decades ago, with quite a thin topping of soil, growing ragwort and other 
less  attractive  weeds,  when  compared  to  today’s  very  successful  trees  planted  in  both  fields. 
Primroses  are  already growing along the edges  of some paths  in  the western field  and I  have 
another 200–300 for the eastern field, grown from seed from my garden primroses, including—I 
hope—the very attractive red-flowered form. Pyramid orchids are also in both fields, seed blown in 
from the  Hinksey  Hill  roundabout.  If  we can  beg  seed  from the  owners  of  the  Bagley  Wood 
woodland anemone, these too can form an edge to our hedges in the coming years, with, perhaps, 
seed from bee orchids to go into the paths; we shall have to wait and see!

In conclusion, these two fields are the result of a 
fantastic  effort  over  the  past  three  years  by 
volunteers  from  Kennington,  other  willing 
helpers and the Oxford city rangers, who should 
all be justifiably proud of their efforts to create 
this new woodland.

Thank You All.
— Roger Gelder, 13th December
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Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F)

Achievements in 2009

• A Publicity Event and Sale in the Village Hall within Fairtrade Fortnight in 
the Spring.

• A Promotional Presence at the Horticultural Society's Plant Sale.

• A Fairtrade Sale in St Swithun's Church Hall in November

• A regular place plus pictures on the Kennington Village website.

A big thank you to all local supporters of Fairtrade and Fairtrade events. In the UK today, there are 
now  over  4,500  Fairtrade  certified  products.  This  is  real  achievement  in  just  15  years!  New 
products now available under Fairtrade are Kit  Kat, using chocolate from the Ivory Coast,  and, 
earlier in 2009, Olive Oil from Palestine. The UK government has recently announced a £12m 
investment in Fairtrade.  What is amazing and so encouraging is that the public continues to 
buy Fairtrade, despite the recession!

Watch this space and meanwhile… if you would like to become a little more involved then why not 
attend the tenth meeting of the Steering Group on Monday 25th January at 7:30 in the committee 
room of the Village Hall—you would be most welcome!

Next  month you will  be able  to  read  about  how close  we are  to  achieving  Fairtrade  status  in 
Kennington.

Together we can make Kennington a Fairtrade Village!

Contact Robin Mason on 321044 or Brenda Groth on739229 for further information.
For further details go online to: www.fairtrade.org.uk

Rhyme Time

Wednesday 20th January

Two sessions: 10:15–10:45 am—Toddlers 30 months +
11:00–11:30 am—Babies and Young Toddlers

Dominique  and  Isobel,  from  Jack  and  Jill  club, 
welcome  all  the  young  families  with  babies  and 
toddlers,  to  sing  along  in  English  and  French 
traditional verses.

Refreshments kindly provided between sessions by 
The Friends of Kennington Library.

For more information, contact Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.
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KADS Box Office

Tickets for the Dick Whittington Pantomime (page 34) can be purchased from
the foyer of the Village Hall during the following days in January.

Wednesday 6th and 13th 10:30–12:30

Monday 11th and 18th 2:30–4:30

Tickets already ordered may be collected on those days.
Please call Kay 01865 739025 for further details.

Kennington Girlguiding

Calling all former Kennington Guides

Your memories of your time in Guides are required for inclusion in the History of Kennington 
Guides I am compiling as one of Kennington History Society Publications this year.

I have some already, plus many photographs. I would like to collect 100 to celebrate a 100 years of 
Guiding from the 10 decades.

Please send me your short recollections with your name and the year. To contact me please ring me 
on 01865730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

I look forward to seeing and hearing them. Thank you in anticipation.
— Margaret Biggs

Kennington Playing Field Association

The Kennington Playing Field Association has a vacancy for a cleaner for the pavilion at Playfield 
Road. On offer is two hours a week at £6.00 per hour. Please send any expressions of interest to 
Cllr Bob Johnston  (Secretary),  either  in  writing  to  102 Kennington  Road,  or  telephone 01865 
730209 or e-mail to bob.johnston@rmplc.co.uk.

British Legion Poppy Appeal

Another record breaking total: £3,957.20.

In all areas contributions were up on 2008. This includes house to house collection, money for the 
poppy wreaths and the collection taken at the Remembrance Service in St Swithun’s Church.

This year’s total was exceeded last year’s by more than £300.

Perhaps we can break the £4000 barrier in 2010—let’s hope this can be achieved.

Thank you to all who gave so generously. Most of all thanks go to the army of poppy sellers who 
made this grand amount possible.

— Barbara Boyne and Sheila and Michael Prior
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Kennington Overseas Aid

The project that KOA will support in 2010, our 42nd year, will be selected at 
an open meeting on

Thursday January 14th at 8pm in St Swithun’s Church Hall

There are three proposals and any Kennington resident can come along and 
vote.

If you would like to take part, but are unable to attend the meeting, please 
send  your  vote  in  advance  to  the  secretary,  Rebecca  Allison,  ℅  127 
Kennington Road.

If a clear winner does not emerge after a first round of voting, the 2 projects with the most votes 
will go into a second round. You are therefore asked to give us a first and a second choice, which 
will be used if your first is knocked out in the first round.

Here is a summary of the three proposals:

• Africa Now in Kenya  : to introduce commercial beekeeping to schools. This would provide 
training in honey production and business skills as well as generating funds to help poor 
children continue their education.

• Practical Action in Peru  : to introduce clean water, safe sanitation and renewable energy to 
rural communities in the Andes. The project would improve the lives of about 1,700 people.

• Sarah’s Fund in Uganda  : to support and extend a palliative care service for children with 
cancer and provide training to local health professionals.

Full details of the proposals are available on the KOA website or if you would like a copy please 
contact one of us. We will look forward to seeing you at the meeting.

KOA Chair 2010 Vice Chair
Brenda Groth (729229) www.koa.org.uk Halcyon Leonard (452783)

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library.

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

Extra articles too large or too late for publication also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last notification: Community Safety, Trick & Treat, Cecily’s Fund Christmas Article,  
Oxfordshire Museum × 2.
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Kennington Library Newsletter

At the start of a new year, we all make resolutions for a better personal life, and even a better 
world. May I suggest one goal, easy to achieve, good fun and rewarding?

JOIN THE FRIENDS OF KENNINGTON LIBRARY!

Why join? They support the aims of the library: Bringing the joys of the written word to all ages.

The Friends support financially and with volunteers,  the under-fives  Storytime and  Rhymetime 
(page 12) and the popular school children’s Summer Read Challenge and Award Ceremony.

They help me to organise, on the first Wednesday of each month, author talks, which promote local 
writers. The next guest speaker, Dave Richardson (page 20), will look back on 30 years of travel 
writing with helpful advice and amusing anecdotes. Everyone is welcome.

STOP PRESS

An exciting date for your new diary: Saturday April 24th 10 am–3:30 pm.

The Friends of Kennington Library, independent of the OCC library services, presents

The Kennington Free Literary Festival

Although all  the speakers are Oxfordshire residents,  they include internationally famous names 
such as Colin Dexter and Michael Smith Hunting Down the Spooks.

We can never have too many Friends, and your local library needs you!

How to become a Friend…

The bargain of 2010! It will only cost you £2 for the whole year (children FREE). The Friends will 
have a welcoming table, where you can easily join and ask questions.

Dates: Wed 6th, Sat 9th, Sat 16th, Wed 20th, Sat 23th, and Sat 30th. All 10 am–12 noon.

If you can’t make any of those times, pick up the 2010 membership form at the library and return it 
to the Friends letterbox, inside the library.

Why Join NOW?

If you join by March, you will have priority reservations for the festival talks, where there are 
limited seats. The glossy brochure with full details will be available in the Library at the end of the 
month.

Don’t worry—we are asking only for your goodwill; volunteer only if you feel you can.

Thank you for your support!

Dominique

Kennington Library 01865 730763

For  further  information  on  all  the  Oxfordshire  Libraries  Services  please  log  on  to  the  web 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Author Talk

Kennington Library, Wednesday 6th January, 11 a.m.

Coffee available from 10:30. Talk starts at 11:00.

The Friends of Kennington Library are proud to welcome

Dave Richardson

… the author of Nightfall, available at Kennington Library.

Dave Richardson is a freelance journalist specialising in travel and tourism.

He will talk about trends in holiday taking and how they might influence 
your holiday plans for 2010. Dave, a Kennington resident for 25 years, will 
also look back on his 30 year career with a few amusing anecdotes about 
people and places both near and far.

Refreshments kindly provided by the Friends of Kennington Library

For more information, phone Kennington Library on 01865 730763.

Kennington Health Centre

******* NEWS FROM KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE *******

WE WISH ALL OUR PATIENTS A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR.

EXTENDED HOURS JANUARY AND FEBRUARY

January February

Saturday 9th8:30–11:45 am Monday 1stuntil 8:15 pm

Saturday 16th8:30–11:45 am Thursday 4thuntil 8:15 pm

Monday 18thuntil 8:15 pm Saturday 13th8:30–11:45 am

Thursday 21stuntil 8:15 pm Saturday 20th8:30–11:45 am

Monday 25thuntil 8:15 pm Monday 22nduntil 8:15 pm

Thursday 28thuntil 8:15 pm Thursday 25thuntil 8:15 pm

Please ring 01865 730911 for an appointment.

At all other times we will be open as usual 8:30am–1pm, 2pm–6:30pm

01865 730911 is always the number to ring—if it is out of hours and you need a doctor urgently, 
you will be transferred to the duty doctor.

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager

Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net

Did you know…

You can order your repeat prescription on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
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Un désastre avec une fin heureuse
A disaster with a happy ending

The Crumball Rally

The rules of the rally were that the car should not cost more than £200. Ours was £150 and needed 
a lot of welding after standing in the Tandem car park for 18 months. With many hours work it 
passed the MOT, was polished and valeted.

Day 1 Thursday 19th November

Departing from the Tandem at 19:15 to cries of good luck, don’t forget to write and a hail of fire 
crackers, we had an uneventful drive and arrived in Dover to find the ferry had been delayed by one 
hour.

We docked in Boulogne at 03:30 and arrived at our F1 hotel at 04:15.

Day 2 Friday 20th November

Up  at  07:30  after  3  hours  sleep  and  after  a  sumptuous 
breakfast of coffee and rolls we were first to arrive at the first 
rendezvous.

Over the next hour the other crumballers arrived in an array 
of vehicles from vans to Porsches plus an Allegro.

We were  given  our  first  challenge  ‘Meet  in  Auxerre’ and 
collect  a  number  of  Allo  Allo related  photos  en  route 
showing us with the car.

We photo’d the car at a château, some ducks, a poodle, the 
sign at Nouvion and then the local gendarmerie, we duly took 
our photo and decided to have some refreshments, and we 
were approached by a couple of gendarmes who wanted to 
arrest  us—it  is  against  the  law  in  France  to  photograph 
gendarmeries!

After  Karim,  our  French  speaking  member,  conversed  or 
confused  the  gendarmes,  we  were  reluctantly  allowed  to 

continue provided we stayed within the law! However, we had to delete the photo.

We continued on our way and narrowly avoided disaster on the periphique around Paris when the 
seals on the brake master cylinder failed and we had no brakes.

Unfortunately, although we carried various spares we did not have this particular seal, and with 
France being closed for the weekend we had no choice but to be recovered. The car was taken away 
and we were transported to Montmartre, apparently the place to go in Paris.

Day 3 Saturday 21st November

After a night of drowning our sorrows, we were transported to Orly Airport to collect our hire car 
where we met the Allegro drivers who were doing the same after a fuel pump failure!

Once settled in the hire we car it was discovered that the sat  nav bracket and power cable were 
missing, oh dear!
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Having failed to reach Friday night’s check point or Saturday morning’s rendezvous point, we had 
no challenge other than a rather long drive to the Bridge Café in Macon and arrived on time!

After receiving commiserations from the other crumballers—well we think that’s what it was—we 
again enjoyed the local food and ale and retired for the night in a hotel that apparently Queen 
Victoria had once stayed in. It would appear as a mark of respect they have not decorated it since!

Day 4 Sunday 22nd November

Suitably refreshed we are back in the car and off to rendezvous in another car park. This time no 
challenge for the 450 mile journey to Bruges via Luxembourg.

Arrived  in  reasonable  time  to  our  hotel  only  to  find  the 
member of our team in charge of the passports had forgotten 
to pick them up when leaving the hotel in Macon, well surely 
nothing else could go wrong, but wait, now someone else has 
decided to own up at losing their credit card, the hotel finally 
let us in so all was well.

Eventually  after  one  or  two  hiccups  we  arrived  at  the 
presentation bar 2½ hours late to find we had won a prize for 

breaking down, yet still completing the course albeit in a hire car, this had been announced in our 
absence.

Day 5 Monday 23rd November

We should be going home today but our passports will not be couriered to us until Tuesday, so we 
spent a day sightseeing in Bruges, and even though it rained most of the day it is a fantastic place 
and would recommend it.

Day 6 Tuesday 24th November

We now have our passports, checked out of the hotel and in the car ready to go to Calais only to 
find the sat nav itself is missing!

We had to resort to the old fashioned way and read a map.

Anyway finally at Calais and now on the boat as foot passengers and sitting down to pie & chips 
only to hear over the tannoy system that the boat is delayed 1½ hours due to adverse weather 
conditions—force 9 winds—and damage to the port at Dover. It finally took 5 hours to cross the 
channel.

Hooray back in Blighty and collecting another hire car for an uneventful drive home.

Saturday 5th December

The Mercedes has been repatriated along with the sat  nav bracket 
and  we have  made over  £3,000 for  Kennington  Cancer  Fund,  so 
quite a worthwhile adventure after all.

Our  grateful  thanks  to  all  who  donated  to  this  venture  and  the 
generous people who paid to have their businesses or names on the 
car.

Steve — John — Colin — Karim
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The Richness of the Life of Stephen Jay Gould
The great scientist Stephen Jay Gould was famous enough in his lifetime for the US Congress to 
canonise him as one of America’s ‘living legends.’ So why, you may wonder, am I writing about 
him in the Parish Magazine of a village in Oxfordshire?

For a while in the seventies while on a sabbatical from Harvard, Stephen, with his first wife the 
artist Deborah Lee, and their first child, Jesse, lived at 29 The Avenue in Kennington. At that time 
Atam and I had no idea that he would become a great writer of science. We met as young parents 
and members of the babysitting group. But by the time Atam looked them up during his lecture tour 
of the Ivy League universities in 1980, Stephen’s reputation was already high. So, in 1982 it was no 
surprise when he was appointed Agassiz Chair in Zoology at Harvard, a position he retained for the 
rest of his life.

In that same year, it looked as if that life would be cruelly cut short. Stephen was diagnosed with 
incurable abdominal mesothelioma with a median mortality of only eight months. In Stephen Jay 
Gould, a collection of his essays published by Vintage, I would recommend The Median isn’t the 
Message, and admire his unself-pitying response to this devastating news. He wrote:

The swords of battle are numerous, and none more effective than humor. My death was 
announced  at  a  meeting  of  my  colleagues  in  Scotland,  and  I  almost  experienced  the 
delicious pleasure of reading my obituary penned by one of my best friends (the so-and-so 
got suspicious and checked; he too is a statistician, and didn't expect to find me so far out on 
the right tail). Still, the incident provided my first good laugh after the diagnosis. Just think, 
I almost got to repeat Mark Twain's most famous line of all: the reports of my death are 
greatly exaggerated.

Sadly, Stephen eventually lost his good humoured fight against the cancer in 2002, aged 61. But by 
that time he had published a large number of best  selling science books in addition to learned 
papers. We, also, knew him as a formidable opponent of scientific racism and the pretensions of 
socio-biology. I think you can see from the quote above that he also had an entertaining style of 
writing which makes his books on difficult subjects so readable. So if any readers have copies of 
Stephen Jay Gould’s books on your shelves, remember that he was once a Kennington resident.

Avoid cold related illnesses this winter
The first of an occasional series from the United Sustainable Energy Agency, www.usea.org.uk

If you can’t afford to adequately heat your home you are technically living in ‘fuel poverty’. This 
could make you more vulnerable to cold-related illnesses like asthma, influenza, bronchitis and 
pneumonia. If are an older person, it could also put you at greater risk of heart attacks, strokes and 
other circulatory conditions.

Fortunately, much can be done to reduce the risk of illness by making sure that your home is well 
insulated, free of draughts and has a reliable heating system. Grants are available to help home-
owners and private tenants insulate their  homes.  If you are over 70, or receive certain income 
related benefits, you may qualify for 100% grants. The Warm Front grant of up to £3500 can help 
replace a faulty or broken heating system. You may be eligible if you receive benefits and have a 
disability, are aged 60 plus, or have children under 16 years old.

winter warming tips
• Check that your home is well insulated (both cavity wall and 10½" loft insulation).
• Wherever you sit during the day, set your heating to keep the room at 21°C (70°F).
• Try a hot water bottle or electric blanket (but never use both at the same time).
• Keep on the move, wear lots of thin layers and have plenty of hot food and drinks.

For more on insulation and heating grants, contact the Energy Saving Trust free on 0800 512 012.
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Parish Council Matters

December 2009 Meeting

The  Clerk  attended  a  meeting  with  Cllr 
Fatemian,  the  Chairman  and Clerk  to  Radley 
Parish  Council,  four  residents  of  Radley  and 
Anthony Kirkwood of the County Council on 
19th November to discuss the speed limit from 
Sugworth Lane to Bagley Wood Road on the 
Oxford Road. There were a number of issues 
relating  to  additional  concerns  about  the 
junctions. The Radley residents and councillors 
favoured a 40mph limit along that stretch. Mr 
Kirkwood advised that he felt a single limit was 
preferable but the decision would be made by 
the  County  Councillors  on  7th January  2010. 
The  members  of  Kennington  Parish  Council 
felt that a speed limit which felt appropriate for 
the  road  was  needed.  They  preferred  a 
continuous 50mph limit  from Hinksey Hill  to 
Abingdon  on  the  Oxford  Road/A4183  unless 
the  Police  agreed  that  the  40mph  limit  was 
enforceable

The members of the Parish Council considered 
some correspondence from local residents that 
was critical of some of the recent decisions of 
the  Parish  Council.  The  comments  were 
considered  carefully  and  the  Clerk  would  be 
responding  to  each  individual.  The  members 
hoped that people would be able to come to the 
informal monthly office in the Village Hall held 
on the first Saturday of the month if they had 
concerns even if they did not want to attend a 
council  meeting.  There  was  always  the 
opportunity  for  statements  and  questions  by 
members  of  the  public  at  monthly  Parish 
Council meetings held on the second Thursday 
of the month.

It  was  agreed  following  a  debate  on  the 
possible  introduction  of  more  trees  in 
Kennington  to  get  the  advice  of  the  County 
Council about planting in the road verges.

More  people  than  ever  enjoyed  the  “Carols 
round the Tree”  and all  the  mulled  wine and 
mince pies went very quickly. Thanks need to 
be given to the Rev Em Coley for allowing the 
use  of  the  church,  the  Kennington  (Oxford) 
Band for their excellent playing and St John’s 

College for the tree. The Chairman of the Vale 
of  White  Horse,  Cllr  Alison  Rooke,  attended 
again  and  the  collection  of  £175,  made  with 
help from Father Christmas, was donated to the 
Vale House Alzheimer’s Home.

Two grants  were agreed from the next  year’s 
community  budget.  These  were  £350  for  the 
Kennington Good Neighbours as a contribution 
for the bi-annual village list to be published in 
2010, and £200 for the Friends of Kennington’s 
Literary Festival in April.

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

Flag Days 2010

January

20th Birthday of HRH The Countess of Wessex

February

6th Her Majesty’s Accession

19th Birthday of the Duke of York

Dates of Council Meetings
January 2010

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 14th January at 7:30 pm.

The Saturday office is
2nd January from 10–11 am.

The Planning Committees are
Tuesday 5th and 26th January at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan, which may be within days 

of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk 
immediately if you want to make a comment. 
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the 
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are held in the Village Centre
and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: January 2010

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events:

Wednesday 20th January 2009 7:30pm: Village Centre:  AGM with Cheese & Wine Social 
Evening.

The AGM, rescheduled from 18th November, will take place in an informal atmosphere during the 
social evening, which will comprise quiz, photo’s from 2009 and cheese, wine & nibbles. Members 
only, do come along.

Saturday 13th February 2010: Coach outing to Rococo Gardens, Painswick, Glos.

This  is  when  snowdrops  are  at  their  best.  Winter  trips  are  unusual,  but  then  you  won’t  find 
snowdrops in the summer. The coach will depart from Manor Grove at 9:30 am (yes, 9:30 am), 
calling at  bus stops through the village.  The all-inclusive cost,  admission and coach is  £16.00. 
Bookings together with payment can be made with Maureen Winkfield on 01865 454326.

Proposed garden holiday based in Eastbourne Thursday 29th July to Monday 2nd August 2010.

The Society is planning a five-day holiday to Sussex in July 2010, based in the elegant resort town 
of  Eastbourne.  The  cost,  inclusive  of  coach  travel  and  four  nights  half  board  at  the  3  star 
Chatsworth hotel will be approx £ 265. Garden admissions are extra and will be about £25. The 
draft itinerary follows.

Thursday Loseley Park  stately  home and  gardens,  near  Guildford.  The  estate  features  a 
number  of  different  gardens,  including  rose,  herb,  white  &  organic  vegetable 
garden.

Friday King John’s Lodge & garden. Jacobean house & 5 acres of garden including and 
noted for its herbaceous borders and rose gardens. King John II reported to have 
been imprisoned here by the Black Prince.

Saturday Pashley Manor  Gardens.  Quintessential  English  garden  of  a  very  individual 
character. Afternoon visit to historic Sussex town of Rye.

Sunday Afternoon visit to Merriment Garden. Four acre English garden, colour themes, set 
in Traditional styles

Monday RHS Wisley en-route home.

The above is an example itinerary and options are being considered to include a trip on the Kent & 
East Sussex steam railway; frankly we are spoilt for choice in this part of the country. The itinerary 
will  allow  for  adequate  time  to  explore  Eastbourne.  To  register  a  place,  please  telephone  the 
treasurer at 131 Kennington Road as soon as possible. Allocation will be on a first come basis. At 
time of going to print 44 members have already booked.
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Kennington Link WI
December 2009 Meeting

The December meeting was opened by the President and business matters were soon 
dealt  with.  Kennington  WI  invited  members  to  join  them  in  a  Burns’ night 
celebration.  Envelopes  were  handed  out  for  subscriptions,  which  are  due  in 
January; payment will also be taken for the February birthday tea. A report on the 
recent Group Meeting advised that the Group had decided to give a 2-night bursary 
at Denman—more details will come later.

We were  pleased  to  hear  that  two  of  our  members  who  have  been  in  hospital  are  now both 
recovering and we look forward to welcoming them back when they are feeling better.

The Sales Table again proved popular as members snapped up many bargains.

A beautiful  Christmas  floral  arrangement  on  the  President’s  table  (given  by  Mrs  Afzal)  was 
presented to Mrs Sheila Prior in recognition of much extra work she has undertaken.

Mrs Betty Tapping was the recipient of a cheerful flowering pot plant.

Members were able to enjoy festive refreshments served by the Committee before settling back to 
some ‘armchair  travelling’ as Mr Clive Jones showed slides of The  Khumbu and `  told of his 
trekking experiences in  Nepal.  The mountain scenery,  mostly  covered in  snow, was absolutely 
breathtaking  as  were  the  highly-coloured  prayer  flags  flying  from temples,  but  this  contrasted 
strongly with the villages and towns in that  area.  We saw appealing monkeys who live on the 
Everest trail and use their intelligence to obtain food from tourists. Although the strong wind and 
intense cold have to be endured we learnt how travellers manage to overcome these conditions, but 
we were also made aware of how global warming is affecting that part of the world.

Miss Rosalie Whiteley thanked the speaker for a thoroughly enjoyable talk.

A short  time of carol singing took place before the President drew the meeting to a close and 
wished everyone “A Happy Christmas and Happy New Year.”

The next meeting will be on January 6th when our speaker will be Mr Hugh Granger.

His talk is entitled “I’m not really old—it’s these trousers.”

The meeting will start at 2:15 in the Methodist Church and visitors are most welcome.

Chronicle Confounds

What do the following numbers have in common?

378193771379009 77345 53790 4517734

31

Answer: They all spell words when written on your calculator―and turned upside down! Turn them 
upside down to read hellish, ogles, shell, google, illegible.
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Kennington Parish Council—Tenders for Contracts

Local contractors and individuals are invited to
request the tender documents for the following contracts

• Highway Verge Grass Cutting

• Sandford Lane Churchyard/Cemetery Grass Cutting

• Quarterly and Ad Hoc Maintenance work in the village consisting of grass cutting and 
strimming,  clearing footpaths and work in play areas and checking play equipment

Please contact the Clerk to register your interest:

Mrs Pam Johnston, 102 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE
Telephone 01865 421126 Email: kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

The documents will be issued at the end of December 2009 with a deadline of 29th January 2010. 
Contracts awarded will start from March 2010.

Kennington History Society

As we go to press members are looking forward to the Society’s Christmas event, which will see 
Graham Sutherland give what would seem a very timely illustrated talk entitled, ‘Inn Signs and 
Drinking Customs.’

Following the talk members will enjoy seasonal light refreshments.

‘this month’

The first event of the new year will be held on  Monday 18th January 2010 in the  Methodist 
Church starting as usual at  7:45pm when popular local speaker and historian  Liz  Woolley will 
give a talk entitled, ‘It will do him more good than going to school’: Child Labour in Nineteenth 
Century Oxfordshire.

Also at this meeting an exciting new Programme for 2010 will be announced.

‘next month’

Next month on  Monday 15th February 2010 at  7:45pm in the  Methodist Church the History 
Society will hold its Annual General Meeting, which will be followed by a Members’ Evening 
when three Society members will give short presentations of about items of historic interest.

History Society events are free to members with visitors welcome at a change of £2.50.

Just a reminder that ‘Renewal of Membership’ is due on 1st January 2010. No increase again this 
time, so that’s  £10 for a single membership or  £16 for Family Membership. This can be paid at 
meetings or to our Treasurer Doreen Horseman at 9 Manor Grove.

George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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Village Diary

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mondays
Thursdays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am

Tuesdays
Thursdays

Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am

Fridays Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

January 2010
Sat 2 Pam’s Office for Parish Council Village Centre 10–11 am
Tue 5 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 6 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Fri 8 First Rehearsal Kennington Choirs Rossini & Beethoven Methodist Church 7:45 pm
Tue 12 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am

Thu 14
Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Kennington Overseas Aid St Swithun’s Church Hall 8 pm

Sun 17 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 18 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Wed 20
Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Kennington Horticultural Society: AGM & Social Village Centre 7:30 pm

Thu 21 Ecumenical Study Group 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm
Sun 24 United Service Methodist Church 6:30 pm
Tue 26 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Fri 29 RNLI Coffee Morning 13 Edward Road 10 am–12 noon

February 2010
Wed 3 Kennington Link WI Founders Day Party Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Fri 5 Kennington Cancer Fund Quiz Night Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 6 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Tue 9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Thu 11 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Mon 15 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 16 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Sun 21 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Index of Contents page 3
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Chronicle Contributions

Do you have an organisation or event based in Kennington? The Kennington Chronicle is a great 
way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article and maybe even a picture! 
It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.

Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting Kennington-related news 
articles to the Editor!

Queries and submissions to Paddy Landau, The Editor, 29 Colley Wood, OX1 5NF, 
Chronicle@Landau.ws. Advertisements to Mark Horseman, 9 Manor Grove, OX1 5QY

When submitting articles to the Chronicle, please “Remember to Provide a Contact 
Phone or Email” in case of problems!

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
mailto:Chronicle@Landau.ws
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