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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
Let it Snow…?
Well, hopefully by now the snow that gripped the country is a dim and distant memory. The
general consensus seemed to be that it went on for too long, we all felt cooped up, the
treacherous pavements were impossible for buggies and the roads too reminiscent of an icerink. I heard a comment that someone “had had enough of living in Narnia, and was going to
avoid the Turkish Delight from now on!” So the conclusion; inconvenient and hazardous.
But is that all?
On Facebook, the social networking site, one of my friends from theological college
commented: “Snow is a gift. It reminds me that all those ‘Very Important Things’ I was going
to do today can wait.”
And this got me thinking. We rush around, don’t we. We fill our lives with busyness—taking
children here and there, shopping for groceries, travelling to and from work, cramming in
extra hours for that pay rise or that promotion, out for social events of an evening, away at
weekends catching up with friends and family… And so it goes on. And that’s great, until it
gets so busy, and everything is so important that we can’t enjoy any of it.
Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life, life in all its fullness.” I think that’s a helpful and
life-affirming statement that we do well to consider—am I living life to the full?
Our children and grandchildren are gifts—are we enjoying them or simply rushing around with
them?
Our jobs often provide purpose and identity—but are we refreshed enough to give to them and get
out of them what we could?
Our friends are often the means by which we find release, laughter and balance—are we affording
them enough time, or squeezing them in to an over busy schedule?
None of us will get this entirely right, but perhaps it is helpful to consider Jesus’s words and ponder
whether we are living life to the full as God intended.
Services in February:
7th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline
th
14 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

21st
28th

9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline
9:00 am Parish Communion
10:30 am Family Service with Baptism
6:30 pm Service for Kennington Cancer

Children’s Church: Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services
(except when there is a family service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and
all are welcome.
— Em Coley
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
Minister:
The Revd. Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX
01865 763676

Circuit Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH
01865 243216

SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY
Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 14th February at 10:30 a.m.
PREACHERS FOR FEBRUARY AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:
7th February
Jim Hewitt, from the Church of the Holy Family, Blackbird Leys.
th
14 February
The Minister, the Revd. Rosemary Davies. This service will include the
Sacrament of Holy Communion.
st
21 February
THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. Members of the Oxford John Wesley
Society.
th
28 February
Deacon Stephen Richardson, from Rose Hill.
The JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday during term time for worship,
teaching and other activities. The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 a.m. each
Sunday morning, and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.
ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for
new residents and visitors to the village.
OTHER DATES FOR FEBRUARY
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.
Tuesday 9th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Wednesday 17th

Ash Wednesday. Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court at
10:30 a.m. Do come, if you are able.

Thursday 18th

The Ecumenical Study Group meets at 8 St Swithun’s Road at 2:30 p.m.
Everyone is most welcome.

Sunday 21st

The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the Mon Choisy Elderly
Persons Home at 3 p.m. and at Kirlena House at 3:45 p.m.

Tuesday 25th FEBRUARY A Further Ecumenical Lent Group will be held in the Church of
to Thursday 25th MARCH the Good Shepherd each Thursday evening from 8 p.m. To
9:15 p.m.
For more details, see the Churches Together article on page 6.
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COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY 9th FEBRUARY from 10 a.m.
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.
Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross, Pam Forster, and Joy
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning
out’.
The January Coffee Morning was cancelled because of the snow.
The March Coffee Morning will take place on TUESDAY 9th MARCH at 10 a.m.
We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.
CAROL SINGING. The Action for Children Carol Singing Total amounted to £1,892.60.
John Marson writes: “In the 49th year of this tradition no one could recall, not even Trevor, such
difficult or arduous weather conditions as those experienced over the five evenings that we spent
visiting every street in Kennington. It is to the dedicated people who braved the elements that we
gratefully give our thanks, which enabled us to forward a cheque for £1,892.60 to Action for
Children. Although the accordion had to be abandoned after the first two nights, when the
accordionist’s fingers froze to the keys, the unaccompanied singing on the final three nights met
rapturous applause. A big thanks to the people of Kennington for their generosity, especially the
lady who revived us with mulled wine and mince pies on the Tuesday evening, and to Edith Court
for their hospitality on the last night. We look forward to our 50th year in December 2010, and hope
the weather will be kinder to us.”
IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private
function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is NOT available for
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15am
11:15am
6:30pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs are now rehearsing two works to be sung next
month. They are Rossini’s Stabat Mater and Beethoven’s Mount of Olives to be performed in St
Swithun’s Parish Church on Sunday 28th March at 3 p.m.
We are always looking for new singers, and it is still not too late to join us for this concert.
So, if you enjoy singing, a happy atmosphere and making new friends, then come along to the
rehearsals in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road at 7:45 p.m. on any Friday evening.
You will be made most welcome. There are no auditions or subscriptions and library copies will be
available. If you would like more information, have a word with Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885,
or e-mail him on trevor@cowlett.co.uk. You can read all about the choir on our website
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.

Churches Together in Kennington
As I write this, we have only just emerged from the
Christmas season. Indeed, once the Christmas season went
on until February. This old tradition is still observed in the
city of Rome, where the Christmas crib remains in the
churches until Candlemas, the Feast of the Presentation of
Christ in the Temple, which falls on 2nd February. But then,
almost immediately, on 17th Wednesday, Lent is upon us, and with
it, the last lingering remnants of the Christian tradition of fasting. ‘Giving up for Lent’ is a tradition
that has not quite died, even if it is often seen as an aid to slimming.
If one took a straw poll in the street today, asking what people associated with fasting, it wouldn’t
surprise me if the commonest answer were ‘Ramadan’. But in fact the Muslim tradition of fasting
was originally borrowed from the Jews, and that is the source of the Christian tradition too.
Traditionally, in Lent, fasting is linked to prayer and almsgiving. This last link is fairly obvious. If I
give up some luxury during Lent and just spend the cost on some other thing for myself, it rather
misses the point. So ‘giving up’ is linked to ‘giving away’ to those in greater need. But what about
fasting and prayer? At the heart of the Lord’s Prayer are the words ‘Thy Kingdom come;’ at the
heart of the prayer is a longing, a deep desire, for ‘a new heaven and a new earth where justice
dwells’ (2 Peter 3:13). That desire, hope and longing is an important element in Christian prayer,
and fasting is closely linked to that.
The ‘Access’ credit card, which was originally launched with the slogan ‘Access takes the waiting
out of wanting’ provides a symbol of our society with its demand for instant gratification. Fasting is
about delaying, in however small a way, that gratification. It can be a kind of bodily prayer,
associating the body with the spirit in acknowledging that greater vision of God’s Kingdom within
which our whole lives are set. As such, perhaps paradoxically, it also helps us to value more, rather
than less, the good things which for a time we forego; it can help us to be more thankful for God’s
creation. Happy Lent!
Again, during Lent, Kennington Churches are joining together for a Lent Study Course. It will be
based on the acclaimed series of short BBC films, ‘Tales from the Madhouse,’ and will be led by
the Rev Em Coley. There will be two opportunities to take part in this. It will run on Tuesday
afternoons, 3–4:15 pm from 23rd February at the Methodist Church, and on Thursday evenings, 8–
9:15 pm from 25th February at Good Shepherd Church.
Puzzle question: ‘What has Blackadder to do with Lent?’ Come and find out…
— Fr Paul King
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Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and
in the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Go to On-line Archives.

Extra articles too large or too late for publication also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: Vale Community Safety Newsletter, Oxfordshire Museum.
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St Swithun’s School Cookbook
The St Swithun’s School Cookbook is now available!
Packed with family recipes, artwork and photos from the children, staff and
friends of St Swithun’s School, the cookbook is a must-have for every
Kennington kitchen shelf! The book is A5 size and is published in full colour,
priced at £6.00. A sample copy of the Cookbook is available to view in
Kennington Library, and copies can be purchased from Kennington Post
Office
and
the
School
Office,
or
via
the
website
www.stswithunscookbook.info.
This year, we have a very exciting new project, which is to turn an unused
classroom into a kitchen and
science area, so that all the
children in the school can practise their cooking
skills and carry out scientific experiments in a well
equipped environment. All the proceeds of the
Cookbook will help to raise funds towards this
project.
We would like to thank the Midcounties Co op,
Kennington Post Office, Kennington Parish Council,
Kennington Horticultural Society, and the Saïd
Business School for their kind support of the
Cookbook.

Kennington Festival Group
We started the New Year off well with the majority of our members turning up on 4 th
January; but as I am writing this before 18th January and the snow has started falling again, I
am not sure if that meeting went ahead or not!
If you are at a loose end on Monday afternoons and are over 60 why not come and join us
for a pleasant relaxing afternoon in the company of friendly people?
We meet at 2pm, have a chat and catch up on the latest news, and have a light hearted game
of bingo followed by tea and cakes.
Some of our members take the opportunity to visit the village shops or go to the Library.
During the year we also have lunches and special teas. Yum yum…
For those who have difficulty getting about we can offer transport with our very own band
of volunteer drivers.
The next meetings are:
•
•
•

1st and 15th February
1st March Lunch at 12 noon followed by AGM and normal meeting
15th March

For more information please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or email her on
mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Churches Together in Kennington Lent Study Series
TALES FROM THE MADHOUSE
Characters in the Passion story reflect on their encounters with Jesus
Five Sessions led by Rev Em Coley
Tuesdays 3–4:15 pm at the Methodist Church, starting 23rd February
Thursdays 8–9:15 pm at the Good Shepherd Church, starting 25th February
All are welcome

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Kennington’s service for this year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer
St Swithun’s Church, 2 pm Friday 5th March
The theme is, ‘Let Everything that has Breath Praise God.’
The service has been prepared by Christian Women of Cameroon.

Kennington and Area Cycling
Anyone interested in a Kennington & area road cycling group? Usually Sunday morning say 30–40
miles over 2–3 hours, so a good pace. Example routes would be towards Stanford in the Vale, or
south of Abingdon on & around the cycling route, or east over Garsington & around the Miltons.
Likely start March.
Interested? Contact Paul evenings on 01865 735436.

Girlguiding Kennington
Table Top Sale Saturday 13th March 2010, 10 am–12 noon
This year Guides celebrate their Centenary with celebrations throughout the year
starting with our Table Top Sale. Meet friends and chat over a cup of coffee, buy some
home made cake or some raffle tickets and visit our stalls.
We are also collecting people's Guiding memories so write down your reminiscences and hand
them in to Margaret.
No Table Top sale would be much good without some stalls so if you would like to set up shop,
then you can book a table at £5 from Margaret on 01865 730353 or Liz on 01865 730053.
See you there!
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The Rose Taylor Memorial Christmas Lunch

Carole and I give a big ‘thank you’ to all those, particularly Tony Taylor, Mary Bakewell, Pearl
Livett, Alex Glass, Gina & Clare Singleton and Tony Miles, who helped to make last December’s
Rose Taylor Memorial Christmas Lunch such an outstanding success again.
It is also important to record our appreciation both to Frank Wolff and his daughter Marilyn who
kindly performed Christmas Carols at the event, and to the many generous people who donated
prizes (more than 50) for the raffle.
We are pleased to report, as a result of the diners’ tremendous support for the record breaking raffle
(£440), donations, and the continuing exceptional generosity of the Saïd Business School in
providing our excellent traditional Christmas meal at a very much subsidised price; the sum of
£1,374 raised for the chosen charities was yet another record. This has been donated in equal shares
to the Kennington Cancer Fund and the Pathway Workshop, which provides local employment
for the disadvantaged and people with disabilities producing hand-made garden furniture and
animal habitats from reclaimed timber.
This special event, which has become a leading event in the Village’s Social Calendar, was again a
fitting tribute to the great lady. Tony has written to say ‘thank you’ on behalf of the family for the
splendid day.
At this point we are not sure if there will be a dinner at Egrove Park next Christmas, although the
initial signs are good. If the tradition is to continue, an announcement will appear in the September
Chronicle with date, ticket cost and other details.
Happy New Year,
George & Carole Ross

Kennington Artists
www.kenningtonartists.co.uk
Thank you, to all of those who came to our Christmas Art Fair at the Church
Hall last year. We hope that you enjoyed it and we hope that any gifts you may
have bought were well received. The atmosphere was very warm and festive,
and we managed to raise £45 from the raffle for the Church.
Pictures of the Church Hall can be seen on www.kenningtonartists.co.uk. We
are now planning for our next Artweek show, which will be held in May:
Thursday 20th 12–8pm, and Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd 12–6pm in St
Swithun’s Church Hall.
The exhibiting artists will be on the website, with pictures of their work.
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Kennington Overseas Aid
Project for 2010
We are pleased to announce that the charity selected for 2010 is Practical Action (previously
known as Intermediate Technology), and will be based in Peru. The
project for which we will be fund raising will work with 11 rural
communities in isolated areas high in the Peruvian Andes. Families in
these areas are hit first and hardest by climate change and now need to
adapt their way of life in order to survive. By introducing simple
technologies and sharing practical skills, Practical Action will help to
ensure that whole communities can build self-sufficient lives.
Families living in these areas are Quechuan: indigenous to the Andes and
isolated by their culture, poverty and geography. The project aims to
transform lives by providing a regular supply of clean safe water,
supplying safe, environmentally sound sanitation, and introducing
appropriate technologies to produce renewable energy. Micro-hydro
electric schemes, wind turbines, and solar power will generate much-needed light, heat and energy.
In total this project will impact the lives of some 1,700 vulnerable people, and KOA has been asked
to raise £23,000. As examples of what this will pay for:
•

£491 means a family can be given access to an ecological toilet

•

£1068 could enable families in a community to have access to safe water

•

£1923 could help 3 families to have electricity in their homes
We are already planning a season of events and we hope many people will
want to join in. Details will appear in the Chronicle and on the website,
where you can also find out more about KOA and this year’s project.
There are plenty of opportunities to help so please contact us if you are
interested.

You can learn more about Practical Action on their website: www.practicalaction.org.
KOA Chair 2010
Brenda Groth (729229)

www.koa.org.uk

Vice Chair
Halcyon Leonard (452783)

Chronicle Confounds

W

hat is the missing digit in each of the following four-digit numbers?
17_4, 294_, 38_6, 4_16 and _475.

Answer: Every missing digit is a 5. Why? Substitute letters for the digits: 1=a, 2=b, c=3, and so on,
and you have a set of words: aged, bide, chef, dead, and edge.
16
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Kennington Library Newsletter
The start of a new year was quite eventful! What a winter!
Due to a foot of snow on 6th January, the author event planned had to be cancelled; but I am pleased
to let you know that the adult readers of this library will have a double helping in February, good
weather permitting of course.
So Dave Richardson will be at the library on WEDNESDAY 3rd FEBUARY. The following
Wednesday 10th will have Marguerite Osborne, our local story teller back by popular demand for
the fourth time (see below).
Anyone who has been to Marguerite’s previous sessions will tell you that she is a great story teller,
and I hope we will see many new fans as well as her old fans.
The children will also have double helpings but on the same day, as the third Wednesday of
February is half term (see below).
Finally, if you have not yet joined the Friends of Kennington Library yet, there is still time…
Their Free Literary Festival brochure is ready; read the schedule of the events on page 20.
Please keep free in your diary Saturday 24th April, 10 am–3:30 pm in the village centre…
The Festival entry and the talks and children’s activities will be Free on the day. We hope for a
good turn out, and the places are limited by the space or seats available. The Friends group and I
want the local residents to have priority reservation in February. So pick up a brochure and seat
booking form at the library as soon as possible to guarantee your seat.
From March the festival will be promoted County wide…
Thank you for your support.
Dominique, Kennington Library 01865 730763
For further information on all the Oxfordshire Libraries Services please log on to the web
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Stories 4 Grown-Ups
Kennington Library: Wednesday 10th February at 11 am
Coffee available from 10:30; stories start at 11:00.
The Friends of Kennington Library are delighted to welcome

Marguerite Osborne
Our local storyteller is back with new tales!

“TALES of FOOD and FOLLY from AROUND THE WORLD”
Refreshments kindly provided by the Friends of Kennington Library.

Story Time
Wednesday 17th February, Half-term Holidays
Two sessions: 10:15–10:45 am (under 5s)
11:00–11:30 am (5–8 years)
Dominique will tell stories in English and French,
and she welcomes all young children accompanied by an adult carer.

Refreshments kindly provided between sessions by the Friends of Kennington Library.
18
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Kennington Free Literary Festival
Programme of Speakers

(See the Library Newsletter page 18)

10:00am

Opening by Charles Swaisland Main Hall

10:10–11:00am

Michael Smith (Best-selling writer—Sunday Times award winning
correspondent) Hunting Down Spooks;Tracking the real James Bonds

11:15am–12:15pm Colin Dexter (Inspector Morse) with Jane Gordon Cumming & members
of the Oxford Writers Group. Oxford Anthology of Short Stories
10:15am– 12:00

Family activities for ages 3–8 in The Committee Room

12:15–1:00pm

Lunch Break. Light refreshments available in the main hall. The Tandem pub
is opposite and serves food all day

1:15–2:00pm

Helen Rappaport: Beautiful for Ever: Biography of Madame Rachel of
Bond Street, a female Victorian con-artist and blackmailer (author of
Ekaterinburg and Conspirator)

1:15–2:00pm

Diana Sanders ‘Will I still be me?’ Life after a heart-lung transplant

2:00–2:50pm

John Ballam:‘From Creative Writing to Authorship.’ John is Head of
Oxford University Continuing Education Dept. of Creative Writing

2:00–2:50pm

M.G. Harris: Introduced by Bill Heine. The Joshua Files (exciting for
readers aged 10 plus)

3.00–3:30pm

Helen Peacocke: ‘Paws Under The Table’ Dogs, Pubs and Local Food
followed by a walk along the river to Sandford Lock and back to the Tandem
for drinks with Pythius. Helen writes for the Oxford Times

It is wise to reserve your seat to avoid disappointment, but some will be available on the day, as
will standing room at fully booked events.

Kennington Women’s Institute

WI

January 2010
The decision to cancel our January meeting turned out to be the most sensible one, and your
President and Committee hope all our members are safe and well after the severe weather
conditions. The group, Pandemonium, booked to entertain us on that evening were very
disappointed but had to agree it was the best decision for everyone. They look forward to coming to
one of our meetings sometime in the future.
As we did not meet in January, may we remind members of the following:1. Subscriptions for 2010 are now due.
2. If you will look at page 9 of the November & December 2009 edition of WI Life, you will
see an article and form about a new voting system introduced for AGM resolutions. The
final date for receiving these resolutions has been extended beyond the 5th February
deadline. Therefore, if you have not already done so separately, will you please complete
the form and bring it to our February meeting so that they can be forwarded to OFWI.
Thank you.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 10th February, and we look forward to welcoming you.
20

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

21

Parish Council Matters
January 2010 Meeting
The main topic for discussion was the on-going
difficulty of the snow and ice on the village
roads and pavements. There had been many
comments and complaints from local residents
about the lack of grit either delivered by
vehicles or in grit bins. The Clerk had
investigated the Parish Council’s ability in law
to be able to do anything in addition to the
County Council. Under an Act of Parliament in
1555 (long since repealed), the Inhabitants of a
Parish were (collectively) the highway
authority for nearly all of the highways in their
area. But that changed in Victorian times and
main roads have long been the sole
responsibility
of
central
government
(Motorways and Trunk Roads) or of the County
and, later, Metropolitan or Unitary, Councils.
Parish Councils ceased to have a general legal
responsibility for highway maintenance in the
Local Government Act of 1894. The only help a
Parish Council could provide, assuming the
County Council was agreeable, was to purchase
grit bins. This was possible in Oxfordshire. It
was decided by the members of the Parish
Council to discuss with the County Council the
purchase of a number of bins in strategic
positions and a budget of £1,500 was allocated
from the earmarked reserves. In addition the
Clerk was asked to contact Radley Parish
Council so that a joint approach can be made to
lobby the County Council to raise the priority
level of the route of the 35 bus so that it was
kept clear of snow and ice particularly where
there were slopes in The Avenue and outside
the caravan parks in Radley.
In addition to writing to the County Council,
the Clerk had been asked to complain to the
Royal Mail about the poor delivery of mail in
the village during the bad weather. Despite
Royal Mail vans being seen most days in the
village there had been only two house to house
deliveries in ten days.
Many of the projects that had been agreed by
the Parish Council were delayed because of the
weather. Work on the new play area in Playfield
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Road had been suspended. The resurfacing of
the tarmac under a number of bus shelters and
the installation of the bollards in The Avenue
would probably not start for a number of
weeks.
The Parish Council agreed to purchase a set of
litter picker sticks and gloves, which would be
available for loan to residents who wanted to
volunteer to clear their local areas. There would
be a £5 refundable deposit for the loan of the
equipment consisting of a hi-visibility
waistcoat, stick, gloves and bags for a week.
Anyone who would like to borrow the
equipment should contact the Clerk.
Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council
Flag Days 2010
February
6th Her Majesty’s Accession
19th Birthday of the Duke of York
March
8th Commonwealth Day
10th Birthday of the Earl of Wessex
Dates of Council Meetings
February 2010
The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 11th February at 7:30 pm.
The Saturday office is
6 February from 10 to 11 am.
th

The Planning Committees is
Tuesday 16th February at 8:00 pm.
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan, which may be within days
of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk
immediately if you want to make a comment.
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
All meetings are held in the Village Centre
and are open to the public.
To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: February 2010
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Forthcoming Events:
Saturday 13th February 2010. Coach outing to Rococo Gardens, Painswick, Glos.

UNFORTUNATELY DUE TO A LACK OF INTEREST THIS OUTING IS CANCELLED.
Any inconvenience to those who had wanted to go is very much regretted.
Payments will be returned in due course.
Wednesday 17th February 2010: Village Centre at 7:30pm
‘British Wild Flowers’: An illustrated talk by Peter Sheasby
Admission £2 members and £3 non members. Complementary refreshments.
Wednesday 17th March 2010: Village Centre at 7:30pm
‘Make perfect compost’ by Oxfordshire Compost makers. Here members will have the opportunity
to see practical demonstrations on making compost.
Admission £2 members and £3 non members. Complementary refreshments.
Garden holiday based in Eastbourne Thursday 29th July to Monday 2nd August 2010
We now have 44 members signed up for this holiday. Should you wish to register an interest please
complete the slip below and send it to the treasurer at 131 Kennington Road. You will be contacted
in due course with further details.
The cost, inclusive of coach travel and four nights half board at the 3 star Chatsworth Hotel will be
approximately £265. Garden admissions are extra and will be about £25.

Names: ................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
Telephone: ...............................................

Email: ...........................................................................

Address: ..............................................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................................................................
Room preference(please tick):



Twin or double (not guaranteed)



Single

Please reserve me ........... places for the Eastbourne tour and send me further details.
Signed: ........................................................................... Date: ..........................................................
24
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Kennington Health Centre
******* NEWS FROM KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE *******
Dr Verjee
We will soon be closing our Book of Condolence at the Health Centre for Dr Verjee and giving
it to his family. If you would like to write in it, please come in as soon as you can. Also his fund
will soon be closing, and we will be planting a tree in his memory near the Health Centre.
EXTENDED HOURS FEBRUARY AND MARCH
February

March

Monday

1st until 8:15 pm

Monday

1st until 8:15 pm

Thursday

4th until 8:15 pm

Thursday

4th until 8:15 pm

Saturday

13th 8:30–11:45 am

Saturday

13th 8:30–11:45 am

Saturday

20th 8:30–11:45 am

Saturday

20th 8:30–11:45 am

Monday

22nd until 8:15 pm

Monday

22nd until 8:15 pm

Thursday

25th until 8:15 pm

Thursday 25th until 8:15 pm

At all other times we will be open as usual 8:30am–1pm, 2pm–6:30pm
Please ring 01865 730911 for an appointment.
01865 730911 is always the number to ring—if it is out of hours and you need a doctor urgently,
you will be transferred to the duty doctor.
Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager

Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net
Did you know…
You can order your repeat prescription on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Kennington Link WI
January 2010
Owing to the extreme weather conditions it was necessary to cancel our January
meeting, but hopefully members will have paid their Subscriptions and Founders’
Day payments to Ann Coulter, Jean Mundy or Sheila Prior by the time this goes to
press.
Our next meeting is the 41st Founders’ Day Party on February 3rd. We will meet
at 2:15pm. Entertainment for the afternoon will be provided by ‘The Organ
Grinder.’ This will be followed by our Birthday Tea. See you there!
26
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Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
Christmas has been and gone for another year and with it some of the usual problems. I thought I
would take a moment to go through a couple of them with you.
Snow: It always astounds me how a little bit of snow can make people lose all sense of logic and
decency; everyone knows how hazardous the roads were so why would any sensible thinking
person make it worse?
I understand some driveways were unusable for whatever reason but the pavements still remain for
the use of pedestrians and not a place to park, in doing so those pedestrians are forced to walk on a
surface that not only is difficult and sometimes near impossible to walk on but also they are forced
to step into the line of traffic which would stand no chance of performing an emergency stop.
There are a small number of residents that are unsatisfied with the level of road hazard and insist on
exacerbating it by throwing snowballs at drivers for fun, it does not take a genius to figure out that
this could startle drivers into making an error which combined with the road conditions would
likely cause a fatal accident. Potentially facing time in prison is not fun.
Burglaries: Christmas is regularly met with a rise in burglaries and this year was no exception. All
we can do is our best to prevent it from happening. Here is a list of suggestions to help avoid
becoming a victim of burglars.
1. Don’t advertise new gifts or purchases to burglars by leaving the boxes or packaging in
plain view. Put them in a wheelie bin or black bag, or store them for future use or disposal.
2. Keep all windows and doors locked unless you are in the room; always check before you go
out even if it’s only for a couple of minutes.
3. Place all keys out of view; obtaining keys makes a burglar’s work much easier.
4. Beware bogus callers; if an unexpected caller comes to your house don’t let them in unless
you are 100% sure of their legitimacy. If in doubt, don’t. Legitimate callers will not be upset
if you turn them away.
5. If you are unsure of any suspicious persons or activity, call the Thames Valley Police nonemergency line 0845 8 505 505.
Upcoming surgery dates in Kennington are:
•

Mon 22nd Feb

3–4 pm

Pebble Hill Mobile Home Park office

•

Tue 23rd Feb

2–4 pm

Tandem car park

•

Wed 24th Mar

12 noon–1 pm

Pebble Hill Mobile Home Park office

•

Thu 25th Mar

12 noon–2 pm

Tandem car park

Feel free to come along to discuss any issues you may have and we will do our best to help.
PCSO Adi Wright C9577
Rural Abingdon Team (Kennington and Radley)
0845 8 505 505
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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Crime Stoppers
0800 555 111
www.crimestoppers-uk.org
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Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements.
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 37).
Rose Taylor Memorial Lunch
My family and I thank everyone who came to Rose’s Memorial Lunch at Egrove Park on 21st
December. Many thanks to George and Carol Ross, who help to organise this event every year,
and to the helpers and staff of Egrove Park.
— Tony Taylor & Family

Kennington History Society
As we go to press Society members are looking forward to the first event of the new year when
local speaker and historian Liz Woolley will give a talk entitled ‘It will do him more good than
going to school’ : Child Labour in Nineteenth Century Oxfordshire.
Also at this meeting an exciting new ‘Programme for 2010’ is to be a announced.
In December, despite a reduced attendance due to the bad weather, the History Society’s Christmas
event was a very happy and festive occasion. Firstly our intrepid speaker, Graham Sutherland,
who had bravely travelled all the way from Warwickshire, gave an entertaining illustrated talk
entitled ‘Inn Signs and Drinking Customs.’ Then the Chairman, on behalf of the Society’s
Committee, presented gifts to Yvonne Enoch, Barbara Bayliss, Carole Ross and John Bayliss (top
washer-up!) for kindly serving the refreshments at the Society’s monthly meetings. The enjoyable
evening was concluded with members consuming seasonal light refreshments.
‘this month’
On Monday 15th February 2010 at 7:45pm in the Methodist Church the Society will be holding
its Annual General Meeting, to be followed by a Members’ Evening when three History Society
members will give short presentations of about items of historic interest. This year it will be David
Holt, Mark Horseman and Charles Swaisland.
‘next month’
The Society’s next event will be held on Monday 15th March 2010 at 7:45pm in the Methodist
Church, when a very popular previous speaker Christine Whild will give a seasonal talk entitled
‘Easter Customs.’
History Society events are free to members with visitors welcome at a change of £2.50.
George Ross,
Chairman Kennington History Society
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Village Diary
Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mondays
Thursdays
Tuesdays
Thursdays
Fridays

Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles)

Health Centre Car Park

10–11 am

Toddlers

Village Centre

9:30–11:30 am

Children’s dance classes

Village Centre

2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
8 St Swithun’s Road
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Pebble Hill
Tandem Car Park

2–4 pm
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
10–11 am
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
8 pm
10:30 am
7:30 pm
2:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
3–4 pm
2–4 pm

February 2010
Mon
Wed
Fri
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon

1
3
5
6
9
10
11
13
15

Festival Group
Kennington Link WI 41st Founders Day Party
Kennington Cancer Fund Quiz Night
Pam’s Office
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI Pandemonium (Burns Night)
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Céilidh “What’s Up Folks”
Festival Group
Kennington History Society
Tue 16 Parish Council Planning
Short Service
Wed 17
Horticultural Society British Wild Flowers
Thu 18 Ecumenical Study Group
Sun

21 Service

Mon 22 Police Surgery
Tue 23 Police Surgery

Tuesdays 23rd February–23rd March: Ecumenical Lent Group at the Methodist Hall
Thursdays 25th February–25th March: Ecumenical Lent Group at the Good Shepherd Church
March 2010
Mon
Wed
Fri
Sat
Tue

1
3
5
6
9

Wed 10
Thu 11
Sat 13
Mon 15
Wed 17
Sun

21

Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon
Tue

24
25
27
29
30
38

Festival Group AGM & Lunch Meeting
Kennington Link WI Annual Meeting
Kennington Cancer Fun Cheese & Wine
Pam’s Office
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI “I’m not really old; it’s the trousers”
Parish Council Meeting
Thames Valley Girl Guides Table Top Sale
Oxford Céilidh Trinculo
Festival Group
Kennington History Society
Horticultural Society: Make Perfect Compost

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Service
Kirlena House
Police Surgery
Pebble Hill
Police Surgery
Tandem Car Park
Kennington Cancer Fund Cake Sale & Easter Egg Tombola Village Centre
Festival Group Easter Bingo
Village Centre
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre

12 noon
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
10–11 am
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
7:30 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
7:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
12 noon–1 pm
12 noon–2 pm
10 am–12 noon
2–4 pm
8 pm
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