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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
We are deep into the forty days of Lent, which leads up to Holy Week and ends with Good Friday
and Easter Sunday. It is the time when Christians are urged to give something up. It all started when
the early Christians fasted for forty days, from Ash Wednesday to Good Friday, when they were
baptised.
We eat far too much and a lot more than our grandparents did. Jesus did not tell us to eat less, he
just assumed that we needed the self-discipline of going without. So Lent is a training period. A
time when we discipline ourselves by giving up little things, so that when the big temptation comes
along we are in practice to resist it. But what kind of temptations are we thinking about? We are
familiar with the seven deadly sins of lust, gluttony, pride, covetousness, sloth, anger and envy. A
recent poll suggested they were outdated, and instead we should talk about cruelty, adultery,
bigotry, dishonesty, hypocrisy and selfishness. It might be a good idea, but surely the point about
the original list is that they are not necessarily the worst things people can do, but they are the most
self-destructive. So, giving something up can give self-confidence
When we do give up things it is important not to feel self-righteous about it. A businessman once
told his vicar, “I am a self- made man.” To which the vicar replied, “I am glad to hear it. It absolves
God from a load of responsibilities.” We talk a lot about self. It is good to be self-possessed, selfcontrolled, self-reliant, self-assured or have a good self-image. In the 19 th century Samuel Smiles
wrote a book called “Self Help,” where he recommended that working people should work at selfimprovement through education, so that they could climb the social and economic ladder. What we
do not want is to be self-congratulatory, self-indulgent, self-opinionated or self-seeking.
Instead of giving up chocolate why not try a little bit of silence? The noises of modem living means
that we do not often hear it any more. Why is silence important? Because that is when God speaks
to us. A man was asked what he said to God when he had a silent time in church. He replied, “I say
nothing to him, but I look at him and he looks and speaks to me.”
Giving something up can be a good lesson in self-control, but we must also practise humility. There
is no need to tell others about it. The reward is in doing it. What Jesus meant by self-denial was not
giving up chocolate, but saying no to our own wishes in planning our lives. It is about forgetting
being self-centred and putting the needs of others and God’s wishes first. It will be difficult, and
there will be some failures. Winston Churchill was on to something when he said, “Success is the
ability to go from one failure to another with no loss of enthusiasm.”
We will all be tempted, so this is the time to get fit and train ourselves to say no. Forget the
chocolate. Be Bold. Try God at Lent.
— Gerry Bowen Thomas
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Services in March (please note change in service times for 4th Sunday of the month):
7th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

21st

14th (Mothering Sunday)
9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

28th (Palm Sunday)
9:30 am Parish Communion
11:00 am All-Age Service
6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church: Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services
(except when there is an All_Age service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall,
and all are welcome.
— Em Coley

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15am
11:15am
6:30pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Easter Triduum Services
Maundy Thursday, 1st April
7:30pm

Mass of the Lord’s Supper, Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

Good Friday, 2nd April
11:15am
3:00pm

Way of the Cross, Good Shepherd, Kennington.
Liturgy of the Passion, Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Saturday, 3rd April
8:30pm

Easter Vigil & First Mass of Easter, Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

Easter Sunday, 4th April
9:15am Mass
10:00am Mass
11:15am Mass
4

Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley
Good Shepherd, Kennington
Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
Minister: 01865 763676
The Revd Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford, OX3 8AX

Circuit Office: 01865 243216
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford, OX1 2DH

SERVICES FOR MARCH
Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 21st March at 10:30 a.m.
PREACHERS FOR MARCH AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:
7th March

WORLD CHURCH SUNDAY. The Revd Marlene Wilkinson, who was the
Methodist Minister of Kennington from 1982 to 1986. The service will be
followed by a Bring & Share Lunch. Everyone is most cordially invited to come
and meet Marlene, who has served the Church in many different areas of the
world.

14th March

MOTHERING SUNDAY. The Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies.

21st March

PASSION SUNDAY. The Revd. John Rowland, one of our Supernumerary
Ministers. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
6:30 p.m. The Circuit Service will be held at Lime Walk Methodist Church,
Headington.

28th March

PALM SUNDAY. Dr. Neville Shepherd, from Headington. Palm Crosses will be
distributed during the service.

The JUNIOR CHURCH meets at 10:30 a.m. every Sunday during term time for worship,
teaching and other activities. The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 a.m. each
Sunday morning, and accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.
ALL YOUNG PEOPLE ARE MOST WELCOME.
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for
new residents and visitors to the village.
COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY 9th MARCH from 10 a.m.
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.
Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross, Pam Forster, and Joy
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning
out’.
The February Coffee Morning raised £167.10.
The April Coffee Morning will take place on TUESDAY 13th APRIL at 10 a.m.
We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.
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OTHER DATES FOR MARCH
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.
Friday 5th

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service in St Swithun’s Parish Church at
2 p.m. “Let Everything that has Breath Praise God.”

Tuesday 9th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Wednesday 17th

Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court at 10:30 a.m. Do come, if you
are able.

Thursday 18th

The Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship meets at 8 St
Swithun’s Road at 2:30 p.m. Everyone is most welcome.

Sunday 21st

The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the Mon Choisy Elderly
Persons Home at 3 p.m. and at Kirlena House at 3:45 p.m.

Tuesdays
2nd to 23rd

An Ecumenical Lent Group will be held in the Methodist Church each
Tuesday afternoon from 3 p.m. To 4:15 p.m.

Thursdays
4th to 25th

A Further Ecumenical Lent Group will be held in the Church of the
Good Shepherd each Thursday evening from 8 p.m. To 9:15 p.m.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private
function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is NOT available for
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

Churches Together in Kennington
Mothering Sunday
“My family and I try to avoid church on Mothering
Sunday. My wife died a few years ago, so now I am
both mother and father to my children. But, there is no
place for me or for my children’s grief in the
celebrations of the Mothering Sunday Service.”
These are sentiments expressed by someone whose own
personal experience clashes resoundingly with the content of a traditional service on Mothering
Sunday. Mothering Sunday can be a painful day for a wide variety of people: for those without
mothers or without children, for those with difficult experiences of motherhood or childhood, for
those involved in demanding mothering roles without being biological mothers themselves.
And yet, Mothering Sunday is an important day—the experience of mothers in today’s culture is
difficult and demanding, and motherhood itself can be fraught with tension, perceived failures and
heartache. I think the Church has a responsibility to embrace this tension and broaden again the
focus of the day. Perhaps it is helpful to be reminded of God as our mother; God whose maternal
example inspires the relationships we have with others, whilst offering reconciliation and
redemption for the mistakes we have made.
Perhaps it is helpful too to acknowledge the mothering role played by others in our lives—people
committed to encouraging and nurturing who we are.
And it is this balance of emphasis that ensures Mothering Sunday remains an appropriate
celebration for the church; offering comfort, solace or indeed joy and thanksgiving on this special
day.
— Em Coley
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Friends of Kendall Copse
AGM and Future Choice
This AGM, I managed to stand-down as Chairman (instead of falling down with my gout-ridden
ankle). David Ward is our new Chairman. His first suggestion was that we had a litter-blitz at
Kendall Copse this coming month.
Litter blitz day: Saturday afternoon 13th March
Do please come along and give a helping hand for an hour or so.
If you bring children, please provide gloves for them. We can provide adult gloves.
Other items decided at the meeting were to pursue the idea of ‘laying’ the hedge bordering on to
Red Bridge Hollow (take a look at the Playfield grounds backing onto the Memorial Field hedge
boundary, you will see how it works.). The second item was the need for shrubbery borders in the
eastern field underneath the electricity lines. This will be tackled later this year—around November
for both projects. This is likely to absorb all available grant funds we have allocated.
— Roger Gelder (Secretary FoKC)

Music Mayhem!
Kennington Children’s Choir Concert
Sunday 21st March at 3pm — Methodist Church Hall
Everyone Welcome. Adults £3 — Children Free
Children’s Activities Included
Refreshments Included (Home-Made Cakes!)
Come and hear the choir sing your favourite pop and show songs along with contemporary
children’s pieces. The programme will include a Children’s Introduction to Opera.

Friends of Kennington Cancer Fund
We welcome everyone to our evening of celebration and remembrance at St Swithun’s Church on
Sunday 28th February at 6:30 pm. During an organ Interlude, all will be invited to place a flower on
the alter (flowers provided). Our thanks to Rev Em Coley for allowing us to use St Swithun’s.
Our recent Quiz Night raised £1,075, many thanks to Fran Schofield and all our helpers who organised
the bar food. A special thank-you to Danielle, Sophie and Emma for helping to serve the supper.
Our Cheese & Wine evening will be Friday 5th March at 7:30pm. Tickets are now available from me.
— Pearl Livett, 01865 735851

KADS News
By the time you read this we will have completed our run of Dick Whittington. Thanks to all who
supported us and your generosity for our two charities. We will inform you in the next issue of how
much was raised.
Our next production will be a spoof thriller Death by Fatal Murder. This will be the third featuring
Inspector Pratt. His record of crime detection is not enviable. In the two previous plays the body
count mounted disastrously as he looked on, helpless and hopeless. During his latest investigation
he is embroiled in more mystery, aided and abetted by amateur sleuth Miss Maple, careworn
Constable Thompkins and a wealth of Agatha Christie type characters.
The production dates are 10th–12th June, and booking details will be included in the following
issues. DON’T MISS IT!
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BMX Dirt Track—Your Chance to Discuss
Kennington Parish Council
Meeting to discuss installing a BMX dirt track in Kennington
All Welcome, especially BMX riders and their families
Wednesday 24th March at 7:30 p.m.
Kennington Village Hall

Northmoor Trust Lambing Weekends
Hill Farm, Little Wittenham, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4QZ: 20th, 21st, 27th, 28th March 2010
Family £10 (2 adults and up to 2 children), Adults £4, Children £2. www.northmoortrust.co.uk
Come see the adorable new born lambs at the Northmoor Trust. Meet farmers Camilla and Roly,
feed and hold the lambs, and maybe see a lamb being born! Tractor and trailer rides, sheep dog
demonstrations, Sunday craft market, children’s bushcraft activities and recycling fun with the Wild
Waste Show team. Poem Tree refreshment area is open for delicious cakes and snacks.

The Big Swap & Mad Hatter’s Tea Party
Swap your Stuff for Fairtrade Stuff
For this year’s Fairtrade Fortnight we’re asking the nation to join us in The Big Swap. For two
whole weeks we’ll be asking you to swap your usual stuff for Fairtrade stuff. Your usual bananas
for Fairtrade bananas, your usual cotton socks for Fairtrade cotton socks, and your usual cuppa for
a Fairtrade cuppa. Whenever you pop to the shops, you can use your wallet to make a stand.
www.fairtrade.org.uk
In Kennington Village Hall on Saturday 6 th March as a part of FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT,
KENNINGTON4FAIRTRADE is holding its annual event in the Village Hall between 10 a.m. and
12 noon. There will be free tea tastings where you can try out a range of different types of tea
(including decaffeinated), coffee, cakes, stallholders selling Fairtrade products, promotional
materials and of course a raffle!
We are very close to achieving Fairtrade status now as so many of you have come
on board. All classes at St Swithun’s School will be (i) cooking cakes throughout
the two weeks using Fairtrade ingredients, and (ii) running two ‘Big Swap’ Poster
Competitions (one for children and one for families), the best three in each
category being judged on Saturday 6th March. And, the Egrove Park site will be
offering Fairtrade tea and coffee in their reception area!
There are some questionnaires being circulated, as we would like to be able to evidence
Kennington’s take up of Fairtrade products, and we very much welcome your comments. Please
take a few moments to complete one and return to the appropriate person. Many thanks!
Any queries please contact Robin Mason 321044 or Brenda Groth 739229.

Save money, reduce carbon emissions
Have you heard of FreeCycle? It lets people recycle (free) unwanted, but still functional, items,
reducing costs and manufacturing emissions worldwide. A local resident pointed out StreetBank,
which can also help, letting people borrow and lend within a 1,000 yard radius. Check them out:
www.uk.freecycle.org — www.streetbank.com
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Girlguiding Kennington
Table Top Sale, Village Centre, Saturday 13th March 2010, 10 am–12 noon
This year Guides celebrate their Centenary with celebrations throughout the year
starting with our Table Top Sale. Meet friends and chat over a cup of coffee, buy some
home made cake or some raffle tickets and visit our stalls.
We are also collecting people's Guiding memories so write down your reminiscences
and hand them in to Margaret.
No Table Top sale would be much good without some stalls so if you would like to set up shop,
then you can book a table at £5 from Margaret on 01865 730353 or Liz on 01865 730053.
See you there!

Kennington in Colder Winters
I reviewed ‘In the footsteps of Henry Taunt’ at the Oxfordshire Museum (Woodstock) for the
Oxford Times. Photographs by Graham Diprose and Jeff Robins of the Thames are shown with
Henry’s from the exact viewpoint of the old image. Beneath the photographs are contrasting images
in words. One example of Taunt’s, commenting on Iffley Lock, caught my attention:
Just below the lock is the mill, once one of the prettiest on the river, but now shorn of
its appendage of grand old trees. Half a mile below comes the railway bridge…
passing along a broad bit of stream, scene in 1838, 1855 and again in 1871, of sheep
being roasted on the ice covered river, we reach Rose or Kennington Island.

So the winter of 2009/2010 was quite mild in comparison!
In another local reference, Graham writes, ‘Sandford Weir, at 8'10", has the largest fall on the
Thames. In Three Men in a Boat, Jerome K Jerome added, “The pool under Sandford Lasher, just
behind the lock is a very good place to drown yourself in.”’
I am sure you will have your own favourite places along the river and will enjoy comparing the
‘then’ and ‘now’. Don’t forget to enjoy some laughter by visiting the great automata show called
‘The Ride of Life’ in the rear gallery.
The Oxfordshire Museum opens Tue–Sat 10am–5pm & Sun 2–5pm. The show ends 28 th March.
Telephone 01993 811456. www.tomocc.org.uk
— Sylvia Vetta, www.sylviavetta.co.uk

For the RNLI SOS Day
I decided to have a Coffee Morning in my home in Edward Road
Friday 29th January. With the help of my daughters and some very kind
friends, we raised the sum of £160. Raffle prizes were all donated and
lovely cakes were given, and I started my day very early and made
scones (the cheese ones were very popular!). I feel that the decision by
RNLI to have SOS Day in the middle of a very cold winter (that
Friday was extremely cold) was not a good choice.
However, I really do thank all the helpers and everyone who supported
and contributed to that day—you were greatly appreciated. Each year
the RNLI assists more than 8,104 people and in all have saved
137,500 lives. The annual costs of running the RNLI is £119m and
they rely solely on voluntary donations and legacies to keep afloat.
— Grace Seccombe
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Village Centre Bookings
Regrettably the Village Centre is unable to accept any bookings for events with bands or discos
(amplified music) until further notice. This has become necessary as a result of noise complaints to
the District Council from a nearby resident.
The Management Committee regrets having to impose this ban but after discussions with the
District Council we have no option. We would like to assure all concerned that we are trying to
reduce the problem and we hopefully to be able to resolve the situation so that all residents will
again be able to make full use of the facilities in the not too distant future.
If you require further information please contact Colin Charlett 326797 or Peter Biggs 730353.

Kennington Overseas Aid
As we plan events for 2010 it is good to have feedback from projects we have
supported in previous years. Last year we supported Cecily’s Fund in Zambia and
we have had a letter thanking the people of Kennington for all their hard work.
One of the charity staff has visited Zambia recently and she says, “A lasting
impression of my visit to Zambia was how much the children supported by Cecily’s
Fund appreciate your help.”
In 2007 the project was in Benin. In the latest newsletter from the Friends of
Bonou there is a wonderful endorsement of Kennington’s hard work. This is an extract from a
personal letter by the Head of the Dangbo Lycée, Pierre Ahouandjinou:
The Difference that Kennington has made
I want to take this opportunity to reflect on 3 years of partnership between our school and all our
friends from England, be it Friends of Bonou whose link with Benin is getting deeper every year
or the villagers of Kennington that I don’t know… yet. I have often tried to imagine what the
village might look like and what the life there feels like, but it is a bit difficult from here! And yet
these people I don’t know and who don’t know me are so close to my heart! You have no idea of
how grateful we all are for all your generous gifts and the difference that it has made to the life of
our school!
But of course, the star of it all and our great pride is our new library built thanks to the
collaboration between Friends of Bonou and the village of Kennington! Everybody in Dangbo has
heard about it and a lot of people come to admire it! It has made such a difference to the students
who all now have been given a reader’s card and can not only borrow the books that they need but
stay in the reading room and study in perfect peace and quiet
My most sincere wish is to be able one day to say thank you personally to the people in the village
of Kennington for all their efforts. It was difficult at first to believe that people so far away could
be so noble and generous and were doing all sort of activities to raise the funds that are
consequently given to us. I often dream of this day and God willing it might happen! But for the
moment I can only ask Laurence to relay my huge gratitude to the singers, the walkers, the cooks,
the sellers, the givers, everybody in the village who worked for us.
THANK YOU!
2010 Practical Action in Peru: Plans are well under way for this year’s
events. The full programme will be posted on the KOA website soon and will
be distributed to every home in Kennington by the end of April. Two
important dates for your diaries are:
•
Sunday 13th June The Family Fun run & Walk
•
Saturday 19th June The Grand Fête (KOA, St Swithun’s Church and the school PTA)
If you would like to get involved in any way do please get in touch.
Brenda Groth (729229)
Halcyon Leonard (452783)
KOA Chair 2010
www.koa.org.uk
Vice Chair
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Kennington Library Newsletter
I am delighted to report that after the hard time of January, signs of spring and returning from
hibernation was evident outside but also in the library. Both February adult events were well
attended, and hopefully so will be the children’s Storytimes as it is during half-term week.
January’s Rythmetime had to be postponed by a week due to blizzard condition of the day so this
had affected the turnout. Still may I remind parents of babies and toddlers that rhythms and songs is
a great way to introduce your child to new vocabulary, music and improve memory skills. It is
fortunate that our friend Isobel from the “Jack & Jill Club” will be there to help us sing in tune!
Talking of Friends! Many thanks for the small committee of volunteers for their tireless work and
enthusiasm. The number of new members for 2010 has increased by 50%. Membership to the
Friends cost only £2 per annum and this year you can claim it back when you book a seat to any of
the authors’ talks at the festival.
At the Library, you can find the brochure and booking form for the one-day Kennington Free
Literary Festival on Saturday 24th April organised by the Friends. You can also download them
from the Kennington Chronicle website: www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/on-line-extras.html
Please! Be wise and book early to avoid disappointment. There is a limited number of chairs and
space for each author talks/children activities… The more famous speakers are selling fast…
Look out for April newsletter: It will have updated details about the festival… Meanwhile, we are
looking forward to your visit at the library or on the library website.
Remember that more than a million books and DVDs are on the catalogue. Reservation is free for
children, and only 85p for adults. Kennington Library alone receives on average 200 new books
and 20 DVDs each month. Thank you for your support.
Dominique.
Kennington Library 01865 730763. Further information: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Rhyme Time—Kennington Library
Wednesday 17th March
Two sessions: 10:15–10:45 am—Toddlers 30 months +
11:00–11:30 am—Babies and Young Toddlers (6–30 months)
Dominique and Isobel, from Jack and Jill club, welcome all the young families with babies and
toddlers, to sing along to spring-themed rhymes!
Refreshments kindly provided between sessions by The Friends of Kennington Library.

Author Talk—Kennington Library
Wednesday 3rd March 11 a.m.
Coffee available from 10:30. Talk starts at 11.
The Friends of Kennington Library are proud to welcome

Gina Claye
Author of “Don’t Let Them Tell You How To Grieve” (available at the Library),
a member of the Oxford Writers’ Group and contributor to their short stories.
Sink a brandy, wring hell out of dishcloth, don’t forget to breathe…
Laugh and cry with this amazing, life-affirming book!
Refreshments kindly provided by the Friends of Kennington library.
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Parish Council Matters
February 2010 Meeting

Friday 9th July with judging by external judges
from 10am on Saturday 10th July. If you would
like to volunteer to take part in the first
selection please contact the Clerk.

There was a further discussion on purchasing
salt bins from the County Council. It seemed
that it might not be possible to be able to buy as
many bins as was hoped. So the Clerk was
asked to request five bins in the following
locations: two in Upper Road at the corners of
Edward Road and Kenville Road, one in
Playfield Road by the shops, one in Poplar
Grove near the junction with The Avenue, and
one in Manor Grove. If the sites and number
are agreed by the County Council, it is hoped
that residents will respect the bins and only use
the salt on pavements and the roadway and not
on private driveways.

Last year the Parish Council organised their
litter blitz to coincide with the Oxclean
weekend in early March. The poor weather last
year meant very few people participated.
Therefore this year Kennington will be having
its own KennClean Saturday in the school
holidays on Saturday 10th April. The Clerk will
be at the Village Hall from 10am to 2pm to give
out litter picking equipment. If you are
interested in joining in please let her know
beforehand. There will be more details in next
month’s Chronicle.

It was decided to meet the contractor who was
working on the Play Area to find a way of
tackling the problem of the muddy site. There
had been some vandalism to the newly planted
trees, which will be rectified. There was only
about a week’s work to do once the weather
improved so it was hoped that the play area
could soon be open. It had been given a new
name, The Links Play Area. This would be
shorter and more attractive than Playfield Road
Playing Field Play Area, and reflect the former
use of the land as a golf course. A public
meeting has been arranged to discuss the
provision of a BMX dirt track in the village. It
will be on 24th March at 7:30pm in the Village
Hall. It will be open to all, and it was hoped
that the young BMX riders and their families
would come along.

Flag Days 2010
March
8th Commonwealth Day
10th Birthday of the Earl of Wessex
April
21st Birthday of Her Majesty The Queen
23rd St George’s Day
25th Anzac Day

The Chairman arranged an informal meeting to
discuss a new way of running the Annual Best
Kept Garden Competition with a group of
members from the Horticultural Society and
other interested people on 1st February 2010. It
was agreed that there would be a change in the
procedures to produce the shortlisted gardens.
The gardens and containers would be selected
initially by local people. It was agreed that the
village would be divided up into about six areas
and the shortlisted gardens be selected by three
people, which would reduce bias. They would
nominate up to three gardens or containers from
their area for the shortlist. The date of the
preliminary selection would be after 5pm on
18

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

Dates of Council Meetings
March 2010
The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 11th March at 7:30 pm.
The Saturday office is
6 March from 10 to 11 am.
th

The Planning Committees are
Tuesday 9th and 30th March at 8:00 pm.
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan, which may be within days
of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk
immediately if you want to make a comment.
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
All meetings are held in the Village Centre
and are open to the public.
To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: March 2010
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
th
Wednesday 17 March 2010 Village Centre at 7:30pm
‘Make Perfect Compost’ by Oxfordshire Compost makers. Here members will have the opportunity
to see practical demonstrations on making compost.
Admission £2 members and £3 non-members. Complimentary refreshments.
Wednesday 28th April Village Centre at 7:30pm
‘Local Fungi and Associated Woodland Plants.’ Speaker: Rod D’Ayala. Admission £2 members and
£3 non-members. Complimentary refreshments.
Membership: Our collectors will be out and about during March delivering the new programme
that commences on 1st April, together with the schedule for the annual show. Again we have a full
programme over the next twelve months, with 11 events, three outings and a four-day holiday to
Eastbourne. In case you do not receive your programme by 1 st April, here is a snapshot of events for
the next few months.
Forthcoming Events:
•
Saturday 8th May
Plant Sale 10 am–12 noon
th
•
Wednesday 19 May
“A Costa Rican Journey”
•
Saturday 5th June
Coach Outing to Saville Gardens
rd
•
Wednesday 23 June Evening Visit to “The Gables” Dorchester. J & A Myres

Kennington Link WI
February 2010
‘The Organ Grinder’ (otherwise known as Mr John Hunt) was our speaker and
entertainer this month as we celebrated the Link’s 41 st Founders Day. He was
dressed in a very colourful costume, complete with monkeys, which would have
befitted his profession. Two beautifully decorated barrel organs were displayed, both of
which were self-built and the mechanics of these organs were demonstrated to us. Several lively
toe-tapping tunes were interspersed with other entertaining items from Mr Hunt’s repertoire as he
recited monologues, sang well-remembered songs and related humorous anecdotes, which kept
everyone amused.
The afternoon’s performance was most enjoyable and a sincere vote of thanks was given, on behalf
of everyone, by Mrs Barbara Bayliss.
After this entertainment it was time for our celebration tea, which included a mouth-watering
assortment of sandwiches, scones and delicious cakes. These were provided by the ladies of
Kennington Cancer Fund, who were later presented with small flower arrangements as a token of
our appreciation.
A splendid birthday cake had been made and beautifully iced by Mrs Valerie Bale. This was cut by
Mrs Jean Mundy, a founder member of the institute.
The raffle was presided over by Mrs Willett and Mrs Perella, and many lucky ladies went home
with attractive prizes. The draw for the lucky ticket number was won by Mrs Kathleen Smith.
Our special guest from the Evening Institute was Mrs Maureen Palma, and we hope she enjoyed the
afternoon with us. As several members had suffered accidents or ill health during the winter, we
were pleased so see so many had recovered well enough to attend the party, and we wish others a
speedy return to good health.
Business matters were kept to a minimum but we were reminded of the OFWI Annual Meeting in
the Town Hall on 24th March. Orders for 2011 Calendars will be taken next month. As the meeting
came to a close the President thanked everyone who had contributed to a very happy afternoon.
The next meeting will be THE ANNUAL MEETING on March 3rd.
20
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Chronicle Confounds

T

he following five words are anagrams of animals. Can you work out which animals? Someday,
orchestra, doing, alpines, trees. (Clue: The first one is a breed of dog.)
Talking of animals and anagrams, in the 1970’s a prominent naturist, Sir Peter Scott, gave the
mythical Loch Ness Monster the Latin name Nessiteras rhombopteryx after hearings in Parliament.
Little known is that Nessiteras rhombopteryx is an anagram. Can you work out the anagram?

Answers: 1. Samoyed, carthorse, dingo, spaniel, steer. 2. The anagram is ‘Monster hoax by Sir
Peter S’!

KOA Sponsored Knit 2010
This year “the knit” will be Saturday 17th April, as usual in the Lounge at Edith Court, 2–4pm.
Also as usual we will be knitting strips, which are sewn together and make a colourful blanket for a
single bed when finished.
The money raised from all our efforts will be given to this year’s KOA project, full details of which
were given in February’s Kennington Chronicle. Briefly, it is to introduce simple technologies to
isolated communities in the high Andes of Peru to make their lives less hard.
So—if you can knit at all you will be most welcome to join us for a productive, social and
profitable afternoon. We raise money and also have an end product—a blanket—which is given to
needy people locally.
If you cannot do this, perhaps you could sponsor one of the knitters, or donate some wool.
If you have any wool you do not need and can spare—D.K. is what we need. You can leave it at
82 Upper Road, or we can collect; please ring 735634.
— Barbara Boyne

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Kennington’s service for this year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer
St Swithun’s Church, 2 pm Friday 5th March
The theme is, ‘Let Everything that has Breath Praise God.’
The service has been prepared by Christian Women of Cameroon.

The Time of your Life
We are a small group of life writers who enjoy creative life writing and reminiscing about family
life. We have been meeting for over a year and get together on the last Monday in the month in
each others’ homes between 2 and 4pm.
If you already enjoy writing your memoirs or just need to get started, you could join our supportive
writing group. The group has to be small (up to six people) so that we can fit in each others’ living
rooms and have enough time to read out our work, but there is currently space for two new
members. If more than two people were interested in joining us then we could establish a second
group of life writers!
Memory is who we are. It is the unique store of knowledge and experience gained over a lifetime
that gives us our identity and sense of self. Sharing memory is a meaningful experience. Writing
our memories down for future generations to read can leave a lasting legacy for your family. Now
is the “Time of your Life”—don’t let your life go by unrecorded! Memories fade over time; why
not keep yours alive for others to read later.
If you are interested in Life Writing please contact Rosemary on 01865 735419.
22
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Kennington History Society
In January, the Society’s first event of the New Year was a quite exceptional talk by local historian
Liz Woolley called, It will do him more good than going to school, and subtitled, Child Labour in
Nineteenth Century Oxfordshire. Liz said that she had recently completed an MSc in English
Local History at Oxford University’s Department for Continuing Education, and whilst
investigating child labour during the Industrial Revolution became interested in the experiences of
child workers in Oxfordshire: a rural, rather than industrial, county. Following an improvement in
the weather, it was again a packed hall that was treated to the fascinating results of Ms Woolley’s
research that had produced such thought provoking findings.
Also at this meeting the Chairman announced the exciting new ‘Programme for 2010,’ which had
been arranged by the Society’s Speakers’ Organiser, Terry Cale.
In February, the History Society held its Annual General Meeting at which, following a positive
review of the year from the Chairman, the Treasurer, Doreen Horseman, reported the Society’s very
healthy financial position, enabling the recommendation that the annual membership fees remain
unchanged for 2011. This proposal was approved by the meeting as was the re-election of the
existing Committee. Another matter agreed was that this year’s Annual Coach Trip, scheduled for
Thursday 23rd September 2010, should be to the City of Worcester. The AGM was followed by a
Members’ Evening with three Society Members giving short presentations. First, David Holt told
us about a man ‘he would have liked to have met,’ Dr John Snow, regarded as a leading founder of
epidemiology for establishing how the killer disease cholera was communicated. David said that
although Dr Snow had published his theory in 1849, it was not until a bad cholera outbreak in Soho
in 1854 that he was able to show that one infected water pump in the area was the source of the
disease. Mark Horseman then read an amusing poem, with the help of pictures, about the history of
the Railways. Finally, Charles Swaisland told of his experiences driving a truck along the Burma
Road during the early years of the war.
‘this month’
th
On Monday 15 March 2010 at 7:45pm in the Methodist Church a very popular previous
speaker Christine Whild will give a seasonal talk entitled ‘Easter Customs.’
‘next month’
The Society’s next event will see the return of Martin Way, a speaker that members know well. On
this occasion he is to give a talk entitled, ‘Tin Helmets and Gas Masks:’ An Exploration of the
Home Front. We can hardly wait!
History Society events are free to members with visitors welcome at a change of £2.50.
George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will be singing Rossini’s Stabat Mater and
Beethoven’s Mount of Olives in St Swithun’s Parish Church on Palm Sunday, March 28th at
3 p.m.
The soloists will be Claire Barratt (Soprano), Rebecca Martin (Contralto), Ian Barratt (Tenor),
Stephen Barratt (Baritone), John Oxlade (Piano) & Trevor Cowlett (Conductor).
Entrance is free, but there will be a collection for LIVABILITY, the Christian Disability Charity.
The programme has been especially chosen for Palm Sunday. The music is simply “glorious”. Do
come and share in a very special afternoon. There is room for everyone!
Find out more on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
24
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Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
February
A number of complaints were made this month regarding a company offering to do work on
resident’s driveways. They had professional looking leaflets and cards, but their sales tactics left
something to be desired. Company employees were rude and threatening to residents and had to be
removed by police and dealt with by trading standards.
If any residents are approached or visited by door to door salesmen, do not let them in your house.
They can leave all the promotional information they want but any negotiations or business should
be done on your terms and at your convenience. If they try lines such as, “Well this offer is only
good today,” or, “I can only do this price if I do it now,” then let them leave—if they can offer such
competitive prices on this day they can also do next week when you call them for a quote.
If you have any concerns regarding door to door salesmen or telesales people, please contact either
the Crime reduction team or me on the number below.
Burglaries: Christmas is gone but that does not mean we can relax! Preventing burglary from
happening is more important and far more effective than trying to solve it after it has happened.
Here is a list of suggestions to help avoid becoming a victim of burglars.
1. Don’t advertise new gifts or purchases to burglars by leaving the boxes or packaging in
plain view. Put them in a wheelie bin or black bag or store them for future use or disposal.
2. Keep all windows and doors locked if you are not in the room; always check before you
go out even if it’s only for a couple of minutes.
3. Place all keys out of view. Obtaining keys makes a burglar’s work much easier.
4. Beware bogus callers. If an unexpected caller comes to your house don’t let them in unless
you are 100% sure of their legitimacy. If in doubt, don’t. Legitimate callers will not be upset
if you turn them away.
5. If you are unsure of any suspicious persons or activity call the Thames Valley Police
non-emergency line 0845 8 505 505
Upcoming surgery dates in Kennington
•
Wednesday 24th March 12 noon–1 p.m. Pebble Hill Mobile Home Park office
•
Thursday 25th March 12 noon–2 p.m. Tandem car park
Feel free to come along to discuss any issues you may have and we will do our best to help.
PCSO Adi Wright C9577
Rural Abingdon Team (Kennington and Radley)
0845 8 505 505 — Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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Crime Stoppers
0800 555 111
www.crimestoppers-uk.org
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Kennington Women’s Institute

WI

February 2010
The President welcomed members to the February meeting. The lovely flowers provided by Mrs Cox
would be given to Mrs Garlick, who was unwell.
Our Speaker, Sarah Clark, was then introduced. Sarah is a Reflexologist and she gave a brief history and
then an explanation into the study of this complimentary therapy. Some of our members took up her
offer of a short reflexology session.
Our next meeting on Wednesday 10 th March is our Annual Meeting, and after the formal part has
finished our speaker will be Mr H Granger whose talk is entitled, ‘I am not really old—it’s the trousers!’

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements.
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 37).
Jean Evans: I regret to advise you of the death of my mother, Mrs Jean Evans, aged 78, on 30 th
December 2009, following a long period of illness. She and my father, John, lived in the village
from 1956 until moving to Radley in 1978. Jean will be remembered for her active involvement in
village activities and charity fund-raising, particularly in her role as leader of the Young Wives
Group and through her association with St Swithun’s Church and Kennington Overseas Aid Week.
She leaves her husband John and children Stella and Roger.
— Roger Evans

Cover art
Thank you to our local artist Robin Mason “JAX” for this month’s cover, entitled County Hall. You
can view the original at Art & Artists of Abingdon until 9th May in the Abingdon County Hall
Museum.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and
in the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Go to On-line Archives.
Extra articles too large or too late for publication also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: Headway Newsletter, Spinal Injured People (Fish & Chips Supper
Friday 21st May), Oxfordshire Museum, Oxfordshire Artweeks, Kennington Free Literary Festival
(Brochure), Kennington Free Literary Festival (reservation form).

Potholes and tarmac disintegration

I wonder how many people couldn’t help but notice how, after the January snow, a number of new
potholes have appeared, and existing ones grown worse. Tarmac disintegration appears to have
worsened, too.
Did you know that you can report potholes and tarmac disintegration directly to the
Oxfordshire County Council? If it’s not reported, it won’t get fixed! Telephone 01235 528991 or
“do it on-line” at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/reporting — or you can use the CTC website, which has
a fancy map to show the location, at www.fillthathole.org.uk
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Village Diary
Mon & Thu
Tue & Thu
Fri
Tue until 23rd
Thu until 25th

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles)
Health Centre Car Park
Toddlers
Village Centre
Children’s dance classes
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Ecumenical Lent Group
Good Shepherd Church

10–11 am
9:30–11:30 am
2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

3 pm
8 pm

March 2010
Mon
Wed

1 Festival Group AGM & Lunch Meeting
3 Kennington Link WI Annual Meeting
Women’s World Day of Prayer
Fri
5
Kennington Cancer Fund Cheese & Wine
Pam’s Office
Sat
6
Fairtrade: Mad Hatter’s Big Swap
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Tue
9
Parish Council Planning
Wed 10 Kennington WI “I’m not really old; it’s the trousers”
Thu 11 Parish Council Meeting
Thames Valley Girl Guides Table Top Sale
Sat 13
Oxford Céilidh Trinculo
Festival Group
Mon 15
Kennington History Society: Easter Customs
Short Service
Wed 17
Horticultural Society: Make Perfect Compost
Thu 18 Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship
Sat 20 Jumble Sale

Thu
Sat
Sun
Mon
Tue

25
27
28
29
30

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
St Swithun’s Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
8 St Swithun’s Road
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Service
Kirlena House
Police Surgery
Pebble Hill office
Parish Council: BMX Dirt Track Discussion
Village Centre
Police Surgery
Tandem Car Park
Kennington Cancer Fund Cake Sale & Easter Egg Tombola Village Centre
United Choirs’ Spring Concert: Beethoven & Rossini
St Swithun’s Church
Festival Group Easter Bingo
Village Centre
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre

Sat
Wed
Thu
Mon
Tue
Wed
Sat

3
7
8
12
13
14
17

Pam’s Office
Kennington Link WI
Parish Council
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI
KOA Sponsored Knit

Sun

18 Service

Sun

21

Wed 24

12 noon
2:15 pm
2 pm
7:30 pm
10–11 am
10 am–12 noon
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
7:30 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
10:30 am
7:30 pm
2:30 pm
11 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
12 noon–1 pm
7:30 pm
12 noon–2 pm
10 am–12 noon
3 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm

April 2010

Mon 19 History Society: Home Front “Helmets & Gas Masks”
Tue 20 Parish Council Planning
Sat

24 Library Festival

Sun 25 KOA Church Service
Mon 26 Festival Group
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Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Edith Court
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre & St
Swithun’s Hall
Church of Good Shepherd
Village Centre

10–11 am
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
2–4 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
2–4 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
7:45 pm
8 pm
10 am–4 pm
2–4 pm
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