


The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
The Rev Em Coley 01865 735135

The New Vicarage, Ross Court, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwarden
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739356

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sunday 9:25 am

4th Sunday All Age Service 11:00 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service with Baptism 10:30 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577........................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
The Easter Story, the “Greatest story ever told.” Do you remember how old you were when you 
first heard this story? Do you remember the impact it had?

Many of us may remember the story as represented on film. The old Jesus of Nazareth film is one I  
will never forget. As a young girl I was traumatised by the images of the torture Jesus endured, by 
the horror of the cross, so much so that I ran upstairs sobbing. My mum followed. As I cried, I  
railed  against  the  pointlessness  of  Jesus’ death  (the  film,  you will  remember  does  not  have  a 
resurrection scene) until my mum stopped me, held my arms and looked me in the eye: “You must 
never think that Jesus’ death was pointless,” she said almost angrily but with tears in her eyes, “It 
changed the world.”

It seems to me, however, that as a society we try hard to blot out the world-changing meaning of 
Easter, surrounding ourselves instead with bunnies and chicks, spring flowers and DIY. For years 
this has irritated me but I have recently found myself wondering whether it is possible to view all of 
these things in the true Easter light. There is something hugely hopeful about a newly decorated 
room—it  is  light,  fresh,  new,  full  of  promise.  Nature  in  spring  is  also  bursting  with  promise:  
Colour, new life, and joy. So, now, as I walk around shops and supermarkets I am inspired, not 
frustrated, by these secular Easter symbols.

But there is another reason that I need not worry about the message of Easter being lost in our 
society or indeed in the unfolding of time, and that is the power of the cross itself. The empty cross 
that speaks of Jesus’ death and resurrection, and God’s love for his world. The truth of Easter is not  
reliant on humankind, the cross speaks for itself—it is God’s powerful intervention in this world, 
and one that cannot be ignored:

“The Cross. What a piece of wood! History has idolised it and despised it, gold-plated it and burned 
it, worn it and trashed it. History has done everything to it but ignore it. That’s the one option the 
cross does not offer. No one can ignore it.”

May you know the power and the joy of the empty cross this Easter.
— Em Coley

Services in April (Please note the new service times for the 4th Sunday of the month)

Sun 4th 9:30 am Easter Day Family Communion Sun 18th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline 6:30 pm Compline

Sun 11th 9:30 am Parish Communion Sun 25th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline 11:00 am All Age Service with Baptism

6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church

Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is an All 
Age service and,  this  month,  our  Easter  day Family Communion).  Children’s  Church starts  at 
9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Circuit Office:
The Revd Rosemary Davies Wesley Memorial Church
Telephone 01865 763676 Telephone 01865 243216
9 Ramsay Road New Inn Hall Street
Headington Oxford
Oxford OX1 2DH
OX3 8AX

SERVICES FOR APRIL

Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 18th March at 10:30 a.m.

The  Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated  Maundy Thursday 
1st April at 3 p.m.

PREACHERS FOR APRIL AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:

4th April EASTER  DAY.   A service  of  Easter  Praise,  led  by  Joanna  Tulloch from 
Headington.

11th April Dr Alan Fudge from Abingdon.

18st April The  Minister,  the  Revd  Rosemary  Davies. This  service  will  include  the 
Sacrament of Holy Communion, followed by the Annual Church Meeting.

6:30 p.m. The Eastern Mission Partnership Service will be held at Lime Walk 
Methodist Church, Headington. The preacher will be  the Minister, the Revd 
Rosemary Davies.

25th April Deacon Stephen Richardson from Rose Hill.

The  CHURCH  INSTRUMENTAL  GROUP meets  at  10 a.m. each  Sunday  morning,  and 
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

Services for Easter

Maundy Thursday
1st April

3 p.m. The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper led by the Minister, the 
Revd Rosemary Davies.

Good Friday
2nd April

11:15 a.m.
12 noon

Faith Walk through the village. Meet at the War Memorial. This 
will be followed by a Service in the Methodist Church, led by 
the Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies.

Easter Day
4th April

10:30 a.m. Easter Praise, led by Joanna Tulloch

OTHER DATES FOR APRIL

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday 13th The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.
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Thursday 15th The Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship meets at 8 St 
Swithun’s Road at 2:30 p.m.  Everyone is most welcome.

Sunday 18th The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 p.m. and at Kirlena House at 3:45 p.m.

Wednesday 21st Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court at 10:30 a.m. Do come, if you 
are able.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on  TUESDAY 13th APRIL from  10 a.m. 
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out’.

The March Coffee Morning raised £183.70.
The May Coffee Morning will take place on TUESDAY 11th MAY at 10 a.m.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist  Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

Churches Together in Kennington

She  didn’t  have  to  say  anything.  I  could  tell  from the 
expression on her face that something was wrong. And as 
we met, the young woman shared the news that her mother 
had just died. It was the first time she had experienced the 
death of a close member of her family and she wondered if 
she would ever have a smile on her face again.

Faces reveal a lot about us. They tell a story. So try and 
imagine the expressions on the faces of the first disciples 
of  Jesus  when  he  warned  them  that  he  must  go  to 
Jerusalem and be crucified and after three days be raised from death. Imagine the feelings of the 
bystanders at the place of Crucifixion as they witnessed the anguish and pain displayed on the face 
of Jesus. Imagine the long faces of the women who went to visit the tomb of the dead Jesus and  
then witness the change in the faces of all those who meet the risen Jesus.

This month is a special time for Christians as we mark the dramatic events of Holy Week and 
Easter, and celebrate the fact that Christ died in order to show His love for the whole world and 
rose from death that we may encounter the risen Christ. For in the faces of those who suffer and 
those who rejoice in life, we also see the face of Christ who shares in human experience and offers  
us his hope and peace for all time.

On Good Friday, the 3 Churches in Kennington will be journeying together in worship to remember 
the story of Jesus’ Crucifixion and to reflect on those who were ‘Faces at the Cross’.

…/continued overleaf

5



The starting points for our journey will be as follows.

10:30 a.m. ‘Faces at the Cross: Part 1’ St Swithun’s Church
11:15 a.m. Walk of Witness through the Village start from the War Memorial
12 noon ‘Faces at the Cross: Part 2’ Kennington Methodist Church

You are most welcome to join us at any of the starting points along the way.

Later this month, on Thursday 29th April, representatives from the 3 Churches will meet together at 
7:30 p.m at the Methodist Church to plan future events and worship.

— Rev Rosemary Davies

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Easter Triduum Services

Maundy Thursday, 1st April

7:30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper, Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

Good Friday, 2nd April

11:15am Way of the Cross, Good Shepherd, Kennington.
3:00pm Liturgy of the Passion, Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Saturday, 3rd April

8:30pm Easter Vigil & First Mass of Easter, Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

Easter Sunday, 4th April

9:15am Mass Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley
10:00am Mass Good Shepherd, Kennington
11:15am Mass Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
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Tracing a Relative…
I am hoping someone may be able to help me. If you are tracing your family tree I wonder if any of  
you have come across a female:

G A Brooks who was a Guide captain with 1st Bagley Wood Guides in 1916

I am presuming she would have been 21 or maybe 10 years or more older at the time. My source is 
a book awarded to a Kennington resident (deceased). Please ring me if you have any information, 
as it will help me with my Kennington Guide history.

Many Thanks.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

South Oxford Bowls Club
Sunningwell Road, Oxford — New Members Welcome — www.southoxfordbowlsclub.com

The  clubhouse  and  bowls  greens  are  situated  at  the  end  of 
Sunningwell  Road. The outdoor season commences Saturday 
24th April 2010 with an open day on Sunday 25 th April 2010 at 
10:30 a.m. and at 2:30 p.m. We can provide bowls and shoes 
for you on the day. Come along and enjoy the facilities and 
lakeside surroundings and try and see if bowling is something 
you would like to do. We have vacancies for new members, 
whether they be men or women, experienced or new bowlers.

The club is also open during the winter with a fully licensed bar. We have a full programme of 
activities in the winter, including short mat bowls, dinners and other social events.
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Sandford Lane bridge to the Lock is to be closed

The Bridge linking Sandford Lane to the Lock is to be 
closed from 22nd March 2010 for about three months 
to enable the roadway to be replaced.

The alternative footpath & cycle route, which will be 
signed, is to take the Sustrans route (№ 5) immediately 
after going beneath the railway line in Sandford lane, 
and then follow the path northwards to a point about 
400 metres away. Then go across the field to join the 
Thames  Path  at  Fiddlers  Elbow,  from  where  it  is 
possible to walk to the lock. The footbridge between 
the lock and the Kings Arms at Sandford is unaffected.

The work is being carried out by Halcrow Group Ltd for the Environment Agency, to strengthen the 
bridge, which is needed to maintain the Lock and associated weirs. If you have any questions or 
comments about this project please do not hesitate to contact the Project Manager,  Ms  Seevali 
Surendran, 01276 454 403 or seevali.surendran@environment-agency.gov.uk.

Kennington Goes ‘Freely Mad’ For Fairtrade

Any one entering the Kennington Village Hall to support the Kennington4Fairtrade initiative on 
Saturday  6th March (The  Big  Swap  & Mad Hatters  Tea  Party)  would  have  been  forgiven  for 
thinking that they had entered the world of Lewis Carroll’s ‘Alice in Wonderland’.

This,  of  course,  is  exactly  what  the  Fairtrade  Foundation  is 
aiming to achieve in the Developing World. The small Fairtrade 
premium  paid  to  third  world  farmers  in  order  to  build 
sustainable communities for themselves, as well as supplying 
our  foodstuffs  and clothing,  must  seem like a fantasy to  the 
older members of these countries with the benefits they bring.

It  was  a  morning  of  free  tea  tastings,  cake  eating,  quizzes, 
displays,  Co-op  product  samplings,  opportunities  to  buy 
Traidcraft products,  and  a  raffle.  The  raffle  was  brilliantly 
supported by the Co-op’s Community Project team!

In the photo, Jessie Sears of St Swithun’s School is about to be 
presented  with  the  first  prize  for  her  School’s  Poster 
Competition  promoting  Fairtrade.  Other  winners  were  Kaity 
Newland for ‘Imagination & Style’ with the works of Georgie Paltrey, Jack Murray-Bedding and 
George Hanley, all of Cedar Class at the school, being highly commended!

A big thank you to everybody who ran the events and to those who supported it!

2010 Abingdon Air & Country Charity Show
Sunday 2nd May at Abingdon Airfield, Dalton Barracks, Abingdon.

Proceeds to the Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust.

Further information and tickets available from www.abingdonfayre.com or 01235 529142.
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Kennington Festival Group
On Monday 1st March,  36 of  our  members  and some of  our  volunteer  drivers  enjoyed a  fish, 
chicken or sausage and chips lunch from the Lemon Plaice in Abingdon. The order was delivered 
punctually and hot. Pam Johnston made her lovely desserts and everyone said how delicious they 
were. Peter did all the washing and drying up. We thank them both and appreciate all their help.

Our AGM followed, with the committee being re-elected to stand for another year. Jean Lloyd was 
thanked and presented with a bouquet for being our Village Hall rep for many years. Her place has 
been taken by Rose Smith.

If you would think you would like to join us but need to have a chat before deciding please ring me  
and I will be happy to come and see you.

Our members find the Monday afternoon meeting pleasant  and relaxing.  Newcomers  are  often 
surprised how many people they know already know.

For those who have difficulty getting about we can offer transport  with our very own band of  
volunteer drivers.

The next meetings are on Mondays 12th and 26th April. For more information please ring me.

VOLUNTEER TEA PERSON…

… To make tea at our Monday afternoon sessions between 3 and 3:45 p.m.

We meet alternate Mondays and have 40 members. Jean and I usually do it but we both now have  
difficulty lifting and pouring the tea. Our committee members help with the washing up so you 
wouldn’t have to do that unless you really want to.

If you are interested please give me a ring.

— Margaret 01865 730353 mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

“KennClean Saturday”
Kennington Parish Council

Please join others like last year’s team to make your village a tidier place

Saturday 10th April 2010, 10 am–2 pm

The  Clerk  will  be  available  at  Kennington 
Village Hall to supply the equipment (litter pick 
sticks, gloves, hi-vis jackets and waste bags) for 
a  general  litter  pick  to  include  the  Sandford 
Lane Industrial Estate

There  will  be  sponsorship  from  the  Parish 
Council  of  £2  per  full  bag  or  large  item 
collected. This can be donated to a local group 
or a favourite charity. Please register with the 
Clerk on the day.

For more information please contact the Clerk, Pam Johnston, on 01865 421126 or by email on 
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com.
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The Oxford Night Shelter changes its name…
… to the Oxford Homeless Pathways.

On 30th November, I was invited to the launch of Oxford Homeless Pathways. We were told that the 
first shelter, in 1980, was an old hut by the railway where soup was cooked on a wood stove, which 
also provided the heat, and where the homeless were locked in at night.

O’Hanlon House was opened in 2005, which gave clients more privacy, as there are rooms for two 
on the ground floor, and the second floor has single rooms. Previous to this there were dormitories.

Router planning starts in  O’Hanlon House. The next move is to Julian Housing, which started in 
2001, where clients can move and lead a more independent life. This is at the clients’ own pace, as 
there may be other problems to overcome first.

Several clients spoke of their own experiences. Chris came to the centre after working in a bank 
and then being declared bankrupt. He is hoping to move on soon.

Susie was an emergency admission, who arrived with her dog after the breakdown of a relationship. 
She has completed a Food Hygiene course, and spoke of the fantastic support that she already had. 
After a two-hour interview, she hopes to move into her own flat soon.

Daniel did a 16-week back-to-work scheme and believes he will soon have work.

One lady, who had had her own business, spoke of domestic violence. She now talks about her 
confidence, and is going to study theology.

There is a Medical Centre in Luther Street.

The Lord Mayor of Oxford cut the birthday cake. It was a most enjoyable and informative morning, 
and I felt pleased that Kennington is able to support this work.

Kennington Churches Together & Oxford Homeless Pathways
(previously the Oxford Night Shelter)

The collection for the Oxford Homeless Pathways will be made Sundays 11 th & 18th April. We need 
blankets, towels and toiletries.

Household items for their re-homing project: Crockery, pots & pans, cutlery and household linen.

Food items needed: Cereals, long-life milk, tins of beans & spaghetti, soup, minced beef, Marmite, 
breakfast cereals and tuna.

Other items that Oxford Homeless Pathways urgently needs: Underwear, socks, Value toothbrushes.

If you are unable to leave your donations at one of the Churches in Kennington, please contact:

Ann Coulter David Butler John Marson
01865 739271 01865 739487 01865 735145

Many thanks for your help. The Oxford Homeless Pathways greatly appreciates it.

Potholes & Tarmac Disintegration—Correction
Apologies  to  all  those  who tried  to  ring  the  telephone number  given last  month  for  reporting 
potholes  and  tarmac  disintegration.  It  should  have  read  0845  310  1111 (also  listed  in  Useful
Telephone Numbers, page 2).
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KOA Sponsored Knit

All knitters are welcome to join us on Saturday 17th April at 2pm at Edith Court.

We have a lovely social afternoon and hope to raise a good sum to go to this year’s project: Helping 
disadvantaged people in Peru.

For sponsor forms please contact Barbara Boyne on 735634.

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. 
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 41).

Ron Sudworth

Kennington Oxford Silver Band will never be quite the same again. Ron Sudworth, its charismatic 
musical director, has lost his fight with cancer. I would like to pay tribute on behalf of Kennington 
Overseas Aid. Every June, for thirty years, the band played for what they call our ‘Strawberry 
Concert,’ in the gardens of the Methodist Church, unless inclement weather drove us indoors.

Whatever the weather,  there was always a good turn-out because as well  as delivering a fine 
programme with something for everyone to  appreciate  and enjoy,  the atmosphere was always 
relaxed, friendly and funny, thanks to the conductor.

To mark 25 years, Philip Martin made a handsome caricature of Ron to present at that concert 
together with printed cards as a token of our gratitude. Some readers may recall it being on the  
front cover of the Chronicle. The band and its leader were always generous with their time and 
talent, also playing regularly for the fête.

I would like to thank the band and pay tribute to Ron on behalf of all those people whose lives 
have been transformed thanks to that generosity. Those of you who read the lovely thank you letter 
from the headmaster in Dangbo, Benin, in the March Chronicle will understand. This year will not 
be the same. I am sure it will be difficult time for the band but I suspect Ron, with characteristic 
good humour, will have instilled the confidence to carry on playing.

— Sylvia Vetta

Retiring or already retired from the NHS?

JOIN THE
OXFORD HEALTH SERVICE RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP

YOUR SPOUSE MAY JOIN, TOO!

Monthly Meetings, Talks, Outings & Holidays for Retired NHS Staff

We meet at the J R Hospital, Headington

Come meet former colleagues, make new friends and renew old friendships.

For further information, telephone the Hon. Secretary Mrs Marion Read 01865 361438

16 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


17



Alumni of “The Poly” and the College of Technology
Can you share anecdotes and photos with the Alumni Office of Oxford 
Brookes University? You can help to illustrate the shared history of 
the  entire  Oxford  Brookes community,  and  make  2015,  our  150th 

Anniversary, an unforgettable celebration for everyone.

We are especially keen to hear from alumni with personal memories 
of John Henry Brookes for a biography celebrating the life of the university’s spiritual founder.

Please  email  your  memories  and  photos  to  alumni@brookes.ac.uk.  We  can  also  answer  any 
questions about the many benefits available to all our alumni.

— Ben Richardson, www.brookes.ac.uk/alumni

New Kennington Health Walks
Walking is the best kind of exercise because you can start off gently and gradually 
improve your pace as it gets easier over time.

Kennington Health walks are in their 7th Year! With a team of just ten dedicated walk 
leaders  we pound the streets  and enjoy the adjoining countryside twice a  week on 
Mondays and Thursdays at 10am. Some of our walkers have health problems and have 

used the walks to manage them better or to simply improve or maintain their fitness. It is our 
reward to see people getting fitter and faster and enjoying taking a brisk walk down to the river 
towards Sandford Lock or Iffley Lock, or sometimes we explore the local woods.

Radley Big Wood in the springtime is a rare sight to behold; bluebells and primroses abound. In the 
autumn we see a wide variety of fungi, and spot the birds and other wildlife all year round. There is 
nothing quite like birdsong to compliment a walk on a bright crisp spring morning—it makes you 
feel good to be alive and outdoors enjoying nature’s therapy!

But we are ever mindful that if you have been ill recently, had an operation or simply been feeling a 
bit “down in the dumps,” you might not be feeling energetic enough to stride forth for an hour-long 
walk! So we are inviting you to just take our new short “starter” half-hour walk to help get more 
active again so that you can build up your strength and confidence to enjoy walking.

So if you fancy getting more active now that the weather is improving but just need a little bit of 
extra encouragement and support then please turn up and join us on our new starter half hour walks. 
You may find that in no time at all you will be graduating to our hour long walks and enjoying the 
company of lots of friendly folk who turn up every week to enjoy a Health Walk in Kennington.

Just wear some comfortable shoes that are safe for walking. Perhaps check first that the doctor is 
happy for you to join our walk.

We  look  forward  to  welcoming  you!  For  further  information  telephone  Rosemary  on  01865 
735419 or Eileen on 01865 739173, or just turn up on the day!

Hour walks: Mondays and Thursdays at 10:00 a.m.
Half-hour walks:Mondays from 10th May to 26th July except bank holiday Mon

Meet at the front of the Health Centre Car park near to the Village Hall & Social Club.  
If you need to rest a moment before the walk, take a seat under the tree in the play area at the 
Library end, across the road from the Tandem on the Kennington Road.

www.wfh.naturalengland.org.uk — use the walk finder and put in the postcode OX1 5LT
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Kennington Women’s Institute WI
March 2010

Mrs Palma, the President, welcomed members to the 84th Annual Meeting.

The  President  read  her  address  followed  by  the  report  on  the  Financial  Statement  from  the 
Treasurer, which was approved. The Secretary’s report on behalf of the Committee was then read to 
the meeting. The winner of the Rose Brooks cup was announced as Mrs Karen Beyer, 2nd was Mrs 
Mary  Tilston, and  3rd Mrs  June  Maine.  Mrs  English,  on  behalf  of  the  members,  thanked  the 
President and Committee for all their work during the year.

Returning to the usual business part of the meeting, it was agreed that the proceeds from our “Bring 
and Buy” sales table the previous month would be sent to Cancer Research UK.

The flowers from the President’s table were presented to Mrs Karen  Beyer who is leaving us to 
return to Australia. Karen had served on our Committee since 2007 and had worked hard at all our  
meetings, parties and fund raising events. We will miss Karen very much and send her and her 
husband our very best wishes for the future.

Various other items of correspondence were brought to the attention of the members including a 
reminder that the draw for the bursary will take place at the April meeting.

Our Speaker, Mr H Granger, was then introduced to the meeting and he kept us entertained with 
anecdotes and jokes.

Our speaker at our meeting on Wednesday 14th April will be Bill Heine, giving a talk ‘Heine of the 
Airwaves—His Story’. We start at 7:15 p.m. in the Village Centre and anyone interested in joining 
us will be most welcome.

Kennington Overseas Aid
April sees the start of our fund-raising events for this year’s project, which 
supports the work of Practical Action in the High Andes in Peru, where they 
are introducing simple technologies and sharing practical skills that will help 
to ensure that whole communities can build self-sufficient lives.

• The  Sponsored  knit  is  Saturday  17th April.  Details  from  Barbara 
Boyne 735634.

• On Sunday 25  th   April the KOA Service   will be held at 6:30 pm in the 
Church of the Good Shepherd. All are welcome to come along and 
hear more about the project. Our speaker will be Helen Marsh, who is 
the research officer for Practical Action and will have just returned 
from Peru.

• At the end of April, every house in the village should receive a copy of the full programme 
for 2010, and there will be a house to house collection in aid of this year’s project. Your 
generosity is very greatly appreciated at the start of the season.

• Spices Songs and Stories   will be on Saturday 1st May in the Village Centre at 7:30 pm. 
There will be entertainment from Rebecca Martin, Trevor Cowlett, Wendy Lewis, Marilyn 
Moore and the “Kenningtones” as well as a three-course meal. Contact Sylvia Vetta 739071 
or Val Martin 739726.

• This year’s Guided walk will be on Sunday 8th May; details in next month’s Chronicle.

We always welcome offers of help, so if you would like to get involved in any way do please get in  
touch.

Brenda Groth (739229) Halcyon Leonard (452783)
KOA Chair 2010 www.koa.org.uk Vice Chair
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Kennington Library Newsletter

So Kennington Village Centre and St Swithun’s Church Hall are not as beautiful and famous as 
Christchurch College but still they will be the venue for not-to-be-missed LITERARY EVENT OF 
THE YEAR!

We  are  proud  and  privileged  to  host  Oxfordshire  writers,  many  of  whom  have  a  glittering 
international reputation.

As well as the talks in the upper room and St Swithun’s Hall, the main hall will have stands of local 
interest, “Mostly Books” from Abingdon and tables for book-signing by the authors present.

The friends of Kennington Library Café will give you the chance to relax and to meet the writers 
informally. In anticipation I would like to thank all the volunteer Friends for their help prior to and 
during this exciting fund raising event. Thank you for all the gift of time and food provided to run 
the café at every library event.

Children’s Activities for April

A Storytime and Craft during the Easter Spring Holiday break (see below).

4 activities on the day of the Festival:
• 10:15–10:45 Storytime for 5–8 year-olds led by the Oxford Children Book Group.
• 11:00–11:30 Rhymetime for under 5 years led by Isobel Birse of the Jack and Jill club.
• 11:45–12:15 Children’s  Quiz  for  the  5–10  year-olds led  by  Anna  Cotsell, our

Children’s Librarian.

All the morning activities will be held in the small room opposite the library, therefore it’s very 
important that you book your child place to avoid disappointment. I know it is free but for practical 
reasons please book. As always all children under the age of 10 must be accompanied by an adult.

Finally  at  2  pm  for  Teenagers,  introduced  By  Bill  Heine,  the  author  of  the  “Joshua  Files” 
M G Harris will be there reading from the latest adventure of Joshua, “Zero Moment.” A wonderful 
reading, as this 3rd book is just out and she is the rising star of the young people’s literature…

The brochure and booking form are available at the library and on the Chronicle website.

My grateful thanks to Mark for a great front page and to Paddy the Editor for all his patience and 
editing skill thought out the year but especially this month. My Staff and I are looking forward to 
see you soon at the library and wish you all a sunny Easter…

Dominique, Kennington Library 01865 730763

For further information on all the Oxfordshire Libraries Services please log on 
to the web www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Storytime and Craft

Friday 9th April — Spring Holidays

Kennington Library — 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.

We welcome all children under 8 accompanied by their parents
for stories in English and French.
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Parish Council Matters

March 2010 Meeting

At the start of the meeting, the members of the 
Parish  Council  had  a  question-and-answer 
session with two officers from the Environment 
Agency.  They  wanted  to  inform  the  council 
about  their  plans  to  replace  the  deck  on  the 
access bridge to Sandford Lock. The closure of 
the  access  to  the  Lock  from  Sandford  Lane 
would start on 22nd March and last until June. 
There  would  inconvenience  walkers  and 
cyclists  during  this  time.  There  was  a  more 
detailed report in this edition of the Chronicle.

There  was  considerable  concern  expressed  to 
the  County Councillor  about  the  deteriorating 
surface on the main roads through the village. It 
was hoped that repairs would be possible in the 
next  financial  year  from  April  2010.  The 
telephone  number  for  reporting  potholes  is 
0845 310 11 11.

The  Chairman  and  Vice-chairman  met  the 
contractor TCL on site to discuss the progress 
of the Links Play Area at Playfield Road. It was 
agreed to install land drains. TCL would start 
again on 15th March to install them and do the 
final  installation  of  the remaining play  items. 
This would allow sufficient time to complete all 
the work by 31st March.

The day after the meeting of the Parish Council 
in February, the Clerk received a letter to say 
that QCS would not be taking on the grounds 
maintenance service from Enterprise. This left 
the  Parish Council  with no contractor  for  the 
coming season to do the highway verges or the 
playing  fields.  During  the  month,  the 
specification was sent out and four contractors 
submitted  bids.  The  company,  ISS  Waterers 
Ltd, was appointed to do the work. They were 
at present the contractor for the Vale of White 
Horse District Council so knew the area.

There had been letters from the Leader of the 
County  Council,  Cllr  Mitchell  and Cllr  Rose, 
Cabinet Member for Transport Implementation, 
following  the  Clerk’s  request  that  the  35  bus 
route  to  be  moved  from  a  priority  two  to  a 
priority one route for winter maintenance. They 
informed the Parish Council that there was to 
be a  review of the designated priority  routes. 

This would take some time but they would be 
issuing a clear statement about what they could 
and could not provide during adverse weather 
following the review.

There was a discussion about tree planting in 
the  highway  verges.  It  was  agreed  that  there 
would  be  an  ongoing  programme to  enhance 
the  village  over  a  number  of  years.  If  any 
resident had a suggestion they could contact the 
Clerk with the location.

The Clerk had been in contact with the County 
Council’s Arboricultural Officer about trees that 
seemed to be in poor condition along the side of 
the Public Footpath No 3 near 59 Bagley Wood 
Road. A request had also been made to get the 
footpath surface repaired or to allow the Parish 
Council to do some remedial work.

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

Flag Days 2010

April
21st Birthday of Her Majesty The Queen
23rd St George’s Day
25th Anzac Day

May
9th Europe Day

Dates of Council Meetings
April 2010

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 8th at 7:30 pm.

The Saturday office is
3rd April from 10 to 11 am.

The Planning Committee is
Tuesday 20th April at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan, which may be within days 

of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk 
immediately if you want to make a comment. 
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the 
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are held in the Village Centre
and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: April 2010

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events

Wednesday 28th April: Village Centre at 7:30 p.m.

‘Local Fungi and Associated Woodland plants.’ Speaker: Rod D’Ayala. Admission £2.00 members 
and £3.00 non members. Complimentary refreshments.

Saturday 8th May: Plant Sale 10 a.m.–12 noon: St Swithun’s Church grounds and hall

If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock-down prices then come along to our plant sale. A 
limited number of tables are available at  £8.00 each. Tables must be booked in advanced with 
Alison on 730961 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.

Wednesday 19th May: Village Centre at 7:30 p.m.

“A Costa Rican Journey.” An illustrated talk by Marilyn Farr. Admission £2.00 members and £3.00 
non members. Complimentary refreshments.

Saturday 5th June: Coach Outing to Savill Gardens, nr Windsor Great Park. Described as one of 
England’s finest woodland and ornamental gardens, providing a wealth of beauty and interest.

Places can now be booked for this outing. Telephone the treasurer on 730961. The inclusive cost is 
£18.00 per person payable at the time of booking. The coach will depart from Manor Grove at  
0900am calling at bus stops through the village.

Wednesday 23rd June: Evening Visit to “The Gables” Dorchester on Thames

This is the new home of John and Alison Myres, members of the society for many years. They have 
kindly agreed to open their garden during the evening of 23rd June. Places can be booked with the 
treasurer on 730961. The cost: £5.00 per head, inclusive of refreshment, payable on the night. Meet 
in the Health Centre car park to depart at 6 p.m. Transport by private car. When booking please 
indicate if you require transport or can provide transport for others.

29th July to 2nd August 2010: Garden holiday in East Sussex based at Eastbourne

We now have 44 members signed up for this holiday and places are still available. Further details 
and an itinerary are obtainable from the treasurer on 730961. The cost, inclusive of coach travel and 
four nights half board at the 3 star Chatsworth Hotel, will be approx £265. Garden admissions are 
extra and will be about £25.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library.

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

Extra articles too large or too late for publication also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last notification: Abingdon Air & Country Charity Show.
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Kennington Link WI
March 2010

The President, Ann Coulter, welcomed a large number of members and two guests to 
the Annual Meeting. A significant amount of correspondence had been received. This 
was read and discussed. Rosalie Whiteley was congratulated on having a photograph accepted for 
next year’s calendar, and orders were taken. Vera Fanning will again be our representative at the 
KOA Sponsored  Knit.  A collection  was  taken  for  ACWW,  and  the  new  bulb  catalogue  was 
available for all to see.

The President gave a short Group Meeting report. A beautiful flowering plant on the President’s 
table, which had been given by Jean Mundy, was presented to Barbara Bayliss in recognition of her 
services to the Institute.

The AGM

Sheila Prior, who has undertaken the Treasurer’s duties for 6 months, presented her financial report, 
and copies of the balance sheet were distributed.

The Secretary, Jean Mundy, gave an account of the year’s activities, mentioning various speakers 
and a fund-raising coffee morning for a local charity. January was the first meeting in the Link’s  
history that had been cancelled, however the modified Founders Day Party had met with approval 
and we look forward to another successful year.

In her Presidential Report, Ann thanked the Secretary, Treasurer, members of the committee, and 
others who have carried out additional jobs during year. She especially mentioned Rosalie who, as 
Welfare Officer, has been busy visiting the sick this winter. During the year we were sad to hear of 
the death of Mary  Beedle,  who had very special  needlework skills.  Some fund-raising will  be 
needed later this year.

Ann Coulter,  Jean Mundy and Christine Ravenscroft  will  continue in their  current positions as 
President, Secretary and Treasurer for the coming year.

After a short time for refreshments, Mrs Mary Tilston entertained us with a light-hearted musical 
quiz. This was followed by some humorous readings, which brought the meeting to a close in a 
relaxed manner.

The next meeting, on 7th April, will include a demonstration of flower arranging by Mrs  Afzal 
with members participating. The President reminded everyone to bring along some greenery (and 
garden flowers if they have any).

The Group Meeting will take place at 7:30pm on 20th April at the Village Centre.

KADS News

As mentioned in the last issue, the bucket collections and first night ticket sales from 
Dick Whittington came to £1,560. This will be divided between Ronald MacDonald 
House, which helps families during their stay in hospital, and Abingdon Bridge, an 
organisation to help young people who suffer some form of abuse. Thank you once 
again for your generosity.

Tickets will be on sale for our next production from 1st April.  Please see full page 
advert page 27 for details.
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Kennington Health Centre

******* NEWS FROM KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE *******

For the months of  April and May 2010 our extra opening hours will be as follows.

NB all dates by appointment only

EXTENDED HOURS

April May

Thursday 1st until 8:15 pm Saturday 8th 8:30–11:45 am

Saturday 10th 8:30–11:45 am Saturday 15th 8:30–11:45 am

Saturday 17th 8:30–11:45 am Monday 17th until 8:15 pm

Monday 19th until 8:15 pm Thursday 20th until 8:15 pm

Thursday 22nd until 8:15 pm Monday 24th until 8:15 pm

Monday 26th until 8:15 pm Thursday 27th until 8:15 pm

Thursday 29th until 8:15 pm

Easter Opening: We will CLOSE in April on Good Friday 2nd, Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th, and 
Easter Monday 5th.

At all other times we will be open as usual 8:30am–1pm, 2pm–6:30pm

Please ring 01865 730911 for an appointment.

01865 730911 is always the number to ring—if it is out of hours and you need a doctor urgently, 
you will be transferred to the duty doctor.

Did you know… Order your repeat prescriptions on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager
Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net

Guides Table Top Sale

A big ‘Thank You’ to all who supported our recent Table Top Sale whether as table 
holders, helpers or visitors. We raised enough money to swell the fund that supports 
girls selected for International Camps, of which there are many more than usual in this 
our Centenary year.

— Liz Gaskell

Chronicle Confounds

an you make 100 from the following digits, in order, using +, –, × or ÷ between every digit: 
123456789. You may use parentheses.C
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

The details  of the Choirs’ Spring Concert  in St Swithun’s Church at  the end of March are not 
available at the time of writing. We will publish them next month. On Friday 30th April, the Choirs 
start rehearsing for a series of summer concerts entitled “Dearest Heart,” which tells the story of 
Gilbert & Sullivan, with music from most of the main  G&S operas. If you enjoy singing and 
would  like  to  join  the  choir,  you  would  be  made  most  welcome.  There  are  no  auditions  or  
subscriptions and music will be available. Rehearsals are held in the Methodist Church on Friday 
evenings from 7:45 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Do come along to a rehearsal if you are interested, or give Trevor Cowlett a ring on 01865 735885. 
You can also visit our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.

Kennington History Society

In March, popular local speaker Christine Whild gave an excellent seasonal talk entitled, ‘Easter 
Traditions and Customs.’  With the end of our long cold winter the meeting was well attended and 
Christine’s delightful talk was both entertaining and very informative. At long last the Chairman 
knows how to calculate each year the date of Easter Day!

On a related matter it is hoped to arrange an evening history tour of Marcham in August this year, 
led by Christine Whild, who is a resident of the village.

‘this month’

This  month  on  Monday 19th April  2010 at  7:45 p.m. in  the  Methodist  Church,  the  History 
Society will see another visit from local historian Martin Way, an excellent speaker that members 
know well. On this occasion Martin is to give an illustrated talk entitled,  ‘Tin Helmets and Gas  
Masks:’ An Exploration of the Home Front. We can hardly wait!

Later  in  the month on  Saturday 24th April  2010 from  10:00 a.m. in  the  Village  Centre,  the 
Society will be participating in the Kennington Literary Festival. Apart from promoting the local 
history group on our stand, for the first time a full selection (15 titles) of the Society’s Booklets will 
be available for purchase at a special offer price.

‘next month’

The Society’s next event will be held on  Monday 17th May 2010 at  7:45p.m. in the  Methodist 
Church. Members will be treated to some real local history when founder, Pearl Livett, will tell us 
about the ‘History of the Kennington Cancer Fund.’

History Society events are free to members with visitors welcome at a change of £2.50.

As  reported  in  last  month’s  Chronicle,  this  year’s  Annual  Coach  Trip,  scheduled  for  23rd 

September  2010,  is  to  the  City  of  Worcester. Full  detail  of  the  timetable  and  cost  will  be 
announced in next month’s report. Book early to avoid disappointment.

George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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St Swithun’s School

St Swithun’s CE (C) Primary School, Grundy Crescent, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PS
Head Teacher: Mrs Jill Evans

Telephone 01865 438933
www.st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

“Everyone’s tomorrow is in our hands today”

The pupils were shocked by the dreadful events in Haiti and set about raising funds to help children 
less  fortunate  than  themselves.  Through  a  range  of  different  events  they  managed  to  raise  a 
staggering £2,207, which we sent to support the people in Haiti.

On Friday 19th March the children took part in another event to help others, by dressing in red and 
running a sport relief mile around the school field.

The Friends of St Swithun’s School (FOSS), formerly the PTA, have been active in raising funds 
for the school. This term we have been fortunate to open and stock two brand new libraries for the 
school. Each one is equipped with a computerised programme that allows pupils to easily log in and 
out using only a fingerprint!

In the curriculum the older children have been looking into the origin of chocolate, its history based 
in the Aztec culture and experimenting with their own chocolate recipes. The lower juniors have 
taken on a project on Books and Bookmaking with visits out and a chance to make and publish 
their own books.

The infants  too  have been out  and about  looking at  “Megastructures” in  our  community.  This 
included a trip to look at the Kassam stadium and building their own versions of the Eiffel Tower!

In Fairtrade Fortnight, all classes took on a cookery project using Fairtrade ingredients. The results 
were very tasty and shared with parents  at  a “Meet  and Eat” event.  Maths,  too,  looked at  the 
Fairtrade  process,  calculating  percentage  profits  to  growers,  sellers  and companies,  which  was 
enlightening. Thanks to Robin Mason for his support and encouragement in this project.

Our school council is made up of representatives from every class. They represent the views of 
pupils to our leadership team and help us to work towards becoming citizens of the future as per 
our  mission statement.  The council  is  currently working in  two teams,  our  Eco Team and our 
Healthy Team. Both are very busy helping our children to become aware of the world around them.

VOUCHERS

We are currently collecting vouchers from Sainsbury, Tesco and Flora margarine, so if you have 
any please donate them in the collection boxes in our entrance area. In the past years we have used 
these vouchers to update our play and sports equipment and to purchase cookery equipment which 
has had so much use in the past term.

Kennington Village Hall Management Committee AGM

Annual General Meeting of the
Kennington Village Hall Management Committee

Wednesday April 14th at 7:30 pm in the Kennington Village Hall

All members of the public are welcome to attend.
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Village Diary
Fixed Weekly Meetings

Mon & Thu Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am
Tue & Thu Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am
Fri Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30,4:30 & 5pm

April 2010
Thu 1 Maundy Thursday Communion Methodist Church 3 pm

Fri 2
Good Friday Faith Walk War Memorial 11:15 am
Good Friday Service Methodist Church 12 noon

Sat 3 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Sun 4 Easter Praise for Easter Day Methodist Church 12 noon
Wed 7 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Thu 8 Parish Council Village Centre 7:30 pm
Mon 12 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 13 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 14 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 15 Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm
Sat 17 KOA Sponsored Knit Edith Court 2–4 pm

Sun 18 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 19 History Society: Home Front “Helmets & Gas Masks” Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 20 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 21 Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Sat 24 Literary Festival Village Centre & St Swithun’s Hall 10 am–4 pm
Sun 25 KOA Church Service Church of Good Shepherd
Mon 26 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Fri 30 First Rehearsal: United Choirs Methodist Church Hall 7:45 pm

May 2010

Sat 1
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
KOA Social “Songs, Spices & Stories” Village Centre 7:30 pm

Wed 5 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sun 9 KOA Guided Walk: River Evenlode Bridge, Combe Lane, 5 miles (735864) 1:30 pm

Tue 11
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 12 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 13 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 16 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm
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Chronicle Contributions

Do you have an organisation or event based in Kennington? The Kennington Chronicle is a great 
way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article and maybe even a picture! 
It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.

Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting Kennington-related news 
articles to the Editor!

Advertisements: Mark Horseman, 9 Manor Grove, OX1 5QY. Queries and submissions:
Paddy Landau, The Editor, 29 Colley Wood, OX1 5NF, editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

When submitting articles to the Chronicle, please “Remember to Provide a Contact 
Phone or Email” in case of problems!
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