


The Parish Church of St Swithun
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The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
The Rev Em Coley 01865 735135

The New Vicarage, Ross Court, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
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Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739356

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sunday 9:25 am

4th Sunday All Age Service 11:00 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577........................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter

I was a little bit in love with David Tenant. No, I never met him (I came as close as trying without 
success to get tickets to see him as Hamlet in the West End), but I was rather smitten with his  
portrayal of Dr Who. He was fun, charming, witty, powerful and a little bit vulnerable. He wore his  
heart on his sleeve, he fell in love, he dealt carefully and with compassion for different life forms, 
and he defeated the baddies. But then, at the end of the series, and in order to save an old man’s life, 
he regenerated. For those of you who don’t follow Dr Who let me explain—Dr Who regenerates 
when  he  has  been  so  badly  injured  that  a  mere  mortal  would  have  died.  Instead,  Dr  Who 
regenerates into a new body (a genius idea and a truly convincing way of changing the leading 
actor). It came as quite a surprise, therefore, to discover that I am already really quite taken with 
Matt  Smith,  the new Dr Who. He comes across as  quirky,  cavalier,  and most definitely has a 
twinkle in his eye!

I am sure that most of us would, at times, be glad of an opportunity to regenerate. To turn into 
someone different, to take on a new identity, to leave the hurts and failures of the past behind, and 
get on, unencumbered, with a new life. And yet, outside of the world of Hollywood, we know that 
this just isn’t possible. Or is it?

I believe that in a different, non sci-fi way, that’s what Jesus’ death and resurrection achieved for 
each of us. A new start. Defeating death, conquering the powers that would convince us that we are 
useless failures, Jesus ensured that God’s whispers of love and acceptance are eternally audible in a 
world that often seems dark or despairing.  A new start when things have gone badly wrong, a 
second chance, when yet again we’ve let ourselves down, and the opportunity, therefore, not to 
yearn to be a different person, but to approach the world confident in who God made us to be. This 
is the hope of the Christian faith. Regeneration? A new body? Perhaps not. Perhaps something even 
better.

— Em Coley

Services in May (Please note the service times for the 4th Sunday of the month)

Sun 2nd 9:30 am Parish Communion Sun 23rd 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline 11:00 am All Age Service with Baptism

Sun 9th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

6:30 pm Compline Sun 30th 9:30 am Parish Communion

Sun 16th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Songs of Praise

6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church

Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is an All 
Age service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
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Kennington Methodist Church

Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Telephone:
The Revd Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Circuit Office: Telephone:
Wesley Memorial Church 01865 243216
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH

SERVICES FOR MAY

Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.

Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 16th May at 10:30 a.m.

PREACHERS FOR MAY AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:

2nd May Mark Platt, from Abingdon.

9th May CHRISTIAN AID WEEK. Sue Barratt, from Great Milton.

16th May SUNDAY AFTER  ASCENSION  DAY.  The  Minister,  the  Revd  Rosemary 
Davies. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

23rd May PENTECOST  &  ALDERSGATE  SUNDAY.  David  Harper,  from  Long 
Hanborough.

30th May TRINITY SUNDAY. The Revd John Rowland, from Kennington.

The  CHURCH  INSTRUMENTAL  GROUP meets  at  10 a.m. each  Sunday  morning,  and 
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

OTHER DATES FOR MAY

EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday 11th The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Sunday 16th The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 p.m. and at Kirlena House at 3:45 p.m.
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Wednesday 19th Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court at 10:30 a.m. Do come, if you 
are able.

Thursday 20th The  Ecumenical  Study  Group  &  Prayer  Fellowship  meets  at  8  St 
Swithun’s Road at 2:30 p.m. Everyone is most welcome.

Saturday 22nd Away Day at  Rose Hill from  10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Bring & Share Lunch. 
Theme: New Life.

Thursday 27th Faith in the Modern World—Hinduism. Good Shepherd Church, Bagley 
Wood Road, from 8 to 9 p.m.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in  the Methodist  Church Hall  in  Upper  Road on  TUESDAY 11th MAY from  10 a.m. 
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out’.

The April Coffee Morning raised £135.85.
The June Coffee Morning will take place on TUESDAY 8th JUNE at 10 a.m.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Churches Together in Kennington

When  you  read  this,  the  General  Election  will  be 
imminent. As I write it, my mind is moving towards the 
planning of the annual Kennington Overseas Aid service, 
this year taking place at Good Shepherd Church. KOA is 
one, but only one, of the many voluntary initiatives that 
take place in Kennington and that contribute to its very 
healthy  community  life.  It  is  concerned  with  raising 
money, but its contribution to the community, as with all the voluntary organisations, is much more 
than this. Some of them exist to raise money, others exist to paint pictures or play sports or for  
some other end, but all of them help to build what has been called the ‘social capital’ of the village.  
They contribute, as does the Kennington Chronicle itself, to the weaving of that complex network 
of human relationships upon which finally, far more than upon money, the health of a community 
depends.

The weaving of this network depends on people trusting each other and seeking the good not of 
themselves but of others. It is through such networks also that trust is built. All those who invest a 
great deal of time and energy in such voluntary projects will surely acknowledge that at times it  
may seem like a millstone round their necks. But, over all, they derive a great sense of personal 
worth and affirmation from these activities. They are much happier and more fulfilled than they 
would be if they devoted themselves simply to their own personal pleasure or enrichment.

One feature underlying this election campaign is an awareness that this is an aspect of the social  
health of our country which has been gravely neglected. It is a necessary aspect of human life 
which was emphasised by Pope Benedict in his recent encyclical ‘Caritas in Veritate,’ and it has 
been re-emphasised in the brief document produced in view of the election by the Catholic Bishops 
of England & Wales entitled ‘Choosing the Common Good’ (www.catholic-ew.org.uk and select 
‘publications’).

Sadly, almost nowhere has the erosion of trust been more obvious than in relation to politicians. As 
with other groups, trust in a majority concerned for the common good has been undermined by the 
self-serving behaviour of a minority. But a culture of endless regulation and box-ticking has also 
contributed. And one reason for that is surely the need to be seen to take action in the face of every 
newspaper  headline,  to  eliminate  every  risk.  Whatever  government  is  formed  following  the 
election, may they be prepared to trust and nurture those social networks at every level, and take 
time to reflect more deeply in the midst of the inevitable media storms.

— Fr Paul King
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St Swithun’s School—May Fair
Saturday 22nd May, 12 noon–3:30 pm

Grounds of St Swithun’s School

A great day out for the whole family! Come and enjoy…

Barbeque
Pancakes
Indian food
Beer tent
Pony rides
Bouncy castle
Penalty shoot-out
Grand raffle with lots of fantastic prizes
Tombola

White elephant stall
Books
Homemade cakes
Ice creams
Water and wine
Hook a bag
Face painting and nail painting
Dancing and singing performances from the children

Plus lots more!

Kennington Girl Guide History
Who Are They? Do you recognise anyone and can you name them…?

This is one of the photographs I am using in ‘The History of Kennington 
Guides,’  which  I  am  compiling  as  one  of  Kennington  History  Society 
Publications later this year.

I would also like to collect 100 memories to celebrate 100 years of Guiding 
from the 10 decades.

Were you a Guide during the war years?

I would like to have a chat with you. I know the older girls were in the Land Army but what about 
the younger ones?

I look forward to hearing from you.

— Margaret Biggs 01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington’s new Jogging Group for Complete Beginners
A new jogging group for complete beginners is starting up in Kennington on Wednesday evenings 
at 7 p.m. from Wednesday 26th May 2010.

The group is lead by a “Run in England” qualified jog leader as part of the “Run in England” 
partnership with GO Active (Get Oxfordshire Active). GO Active aims to encourage adults to lead 
more active lifestyles and believes that “getting active is about having more energy; socializing; 
feeling good about yourself; enjoying yourself and perhaps improving fitness, health or achieving 
goals. It’s not all about training for marathons or competing at the top, but if that’s your ultimate 
aim then great!”

Everyone is welcome to join up, whatever their age, size or ability. A fully trained group leader will 
make sure that you are well looked after and having loads of fun.

The first 10 sessions will cost £2 each, which will go towards your Run in England membership.

If you’d like to give it a go, please contact Anna Capel-Davies (GO Active Coordinator in the Vale) 
on 01235 540377 or anna.capel-davies@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
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Kennington 4 Fairtrade—Make it fair
Many  people  who  attended  the  Fairtrade  fortnight  “Big  Swap”  tea-party  on  6 th March  were 
encouraged to sign a petition for the “Make it fair” initiative. So many people attended that we ran 
out of petition cards. The good news is that even if you are not able to get hold of a card, you can  
still sign the petition using a simple on-line form.

“Make it fair” is a joint initiative between Traidcraft, the National Federation of Women’s Institutes 
and the World Development Movement. The aim of the petition is to encourage the UK’s top tea 
producers to make their products Fairtrade.

They say, “Tetley, PG Tips, Typhoo, Twinings and Yorkshire Tea account for 72% 
of the UK tea market. All of them have taken steps to improve practice in the tea 
sector but so far none of them have become Fairtrade. If just one of these brands 
went Fairtrade it could make a real difference to the lives of thousands of small-
scale  farmers  and  workers.  Fairtrade  is  the  only  scheme  which  guarantees  tea 
producers a minimum price for their tea and gives an extra premium payment to 
invest in their community—and we think that’s only fair.”

Could  we  encourage  you  to  sign  a  postcard  or  join  a  petition  at 
www.makeitfair.org.uk/take-action?  We  can  give  you  more  tips  on  how  to  swap  to  Fairtrade 
products  and join  the  Fairtrade  community  if  you call  Robin  Mason 321044 or  Brenda Groth 
739229.

There are more details about Fairtrade producers and Fairtrade villages at www.fairtrade.org.uk

Luke’s Fund
Due to popular demand we are having a Bingo on Friday 21st May at 7:30 p.m.

Doors open at 7 p.m.

There will also be a raffle, and if you would like to
donate a raffle prize that would be appreciated.

The usual refreshments will be available.

Luke has requested that some of the money raised be given to Dr Sullivan for the 
Paediatric Gastroenterology Dept, as the work done here will help lots of other children.

For further information please ring Margaret 01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Oxfolk Ceilidhs—May Ball: Belshazzar’s Feast
Kennington Hall, Saturday 8th May, 7:30 for 8–11:30 p.m.

Belshazzar’s Feast with caller Chris Turner and interval spot from Berkshire Bedlam Morris

Tickets £9, concessions £6 with deals available for families and students

07866 804220 or 07515 410211. Email www.oxfolk.org.uk

Kennington Horticultural Society—Plant Sale
Grounds of St Swithun’s Church, Saturday 8th May 2010, 10 am–12 noon

If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock down prices then come along to our plant sale.
Can you afford to miss it?

Admission Free
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Kennington Artists
Kennington Artists will exhibit for Oxford  Artweeks again this year Thursday 
20th to Sunday 23rd 12 noon–6 p.m. every day, except Thursday 12 noon–8 p.m., 
in St Swithun’s Church Hall.

This year we have two new members, Debby Emadian and Pat Moon, who will 
be exhibiting alongside 8 of the artists from last year. We are all really excited 
about exhibiting again this year and we have all been working hard to create 
some new work for you to come and see.

On Thursday evening we will  be holding a  celebration to  mark the opening. 
From 6 p.m. Til 8 p.m. there will be wine and nibbles available, all contributions 
will go towards the Church Hall. Everybody is welcome, so go along and enjoy the atmosphere, last 
year this was a great evening and we received lots of positive comments, so if you didn’t make it 
last year don’t miss it this time!

Throughout Artweeks there will be a café area, with tea, coffees and homemade cakes, so pop in 
and enjoy a relaxing break. There will also be daily children’s activities.

Exhibiting Artists

• Natalie  Ellett combines a variety of media and simple printing techniques (screen, lino, 
block) layering them together to create individual collaged pieces.

• Chris  Rimmer is  a  photographer  who likes  to  find  simple  graphic  images  in  ordinary 
objects and scenes.

• Heidi  Fletcher has created a number of felt  designs inspired by the sky, alongside her 
digital pictures of Oxford.

• Lisa Scott Russell makes pictures, using buttons, and aims to create pictures to stir up 
memories of button boxes, the colours, shapes and textures discovered inside.

• Hazel Gearing is inspired by the places that she has travelled to, and works mostly from 
her own photographs taken on these journeys, with particular attention paid to landscape, 
flora and fauna. She works in watercolours, coloured pencils, and inks.

• Bella Wakefield uses traditional silversmithing techniques to create hand crafted sterling 
silver jewellery.

• Jessica  McHugh produces  largely  portrait  work  using  mainly 
acrylics  on  canvas.  Her  focus  is  targeted  at  the  exploration  of 
structure and colour to provide expression and emotion.

• Jennifer  Courtney works  in  a  mix  of  media—landscapes,  life 
painting, oils, acrylics, pastels.

• Debby Emadian has recently graduated from Oxford Brookes with 
a degree in Fine Art, and has produced some exquisite black and 
white pen and ink drawings. Debby works in a variety of media. She 
has produced a large body of work based on strong socio-political 
themes, including homelessness, ecology, identity and gender roles. 
She  considers  her  practice  to  be  a  forum  for  debate  that  will 
potentially stimulate an audience to ask questions.

• Pat  Moon has  created  some  vibrant  wildlife  pictures,  having 
recently  travelled  to  Africa  and  finding  inspiration  from  animal 
wildlife and local Kenyan scenes.

• Heather Saunders will be holding her own Artweek show this year 
with workshops.  See the  Artweek guide or our  website  for more 
details.

For more information and a detailed look at each of the artists please visit our website 
www.kenningtonartists.co.uk
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Kennington Overseas Aid
The 2010 event programme is now under way and this month we have our 
traditional…

KOA Guided Walk

This will be on the afternoon of  Sunday May 9  th  . It will be an easy 5 mile, 
2 hour circular walk in varied countryside in the Hanborough area.

The meeting point will be at the River Evenlode Bridge car park, Swan Lane 
(the road between Long  Hanborough and  Combe Station—Grid Reference 
SP420 148). Parking is limited, so please carpool if you can. Tea, coffee and 
cakes will be offered by the Long Hanborough Methodists towards the end of 
the walk at £2 a head.

Donations to KOA are invited and Gift Aid forms and full details are available from Roy King on 
735864 or Jack & Margaret Ibbott on 739558.

News from Cecily’s Fund

In  2009  KOA  raised  over  £25,000  for 
Cecily’s  Fund  to  support  the  Peer 
Educators  programme.  We  have  received 
the lovely photo on the right showing their 
appreciation.

In March a member of Cecily’s Fund Staff 
went  out  to  Zambia  to  see  the  Peer 
Educators  in action.  They have sent  us a 
full report, which we will put on the KOA 
website if you would like to read it.

They conclude:

“There is no doubt that by supporting the peer health educators of  Kitwe through Cecily’s Fund,  
KOA has brought real and lasting benefits to a large number of young people in Zambia. These  
benefits will continue to filter through to their communities and to their own families as they grow  
up,  marry  and  have  children  of  their  own.  The  number  of  new  HIV infections  worldwide  is  
beginning to fall. The knowledge and confidence that young people gain from running or attending  
these peer health education sessions has greatly strengthened their anti-AIDS  armory and thus  
increased the possibility of defeating HIV once and for all.”

So a big thank-you to everyone who helped us achieve our target last year.

Brenda Groth (739229) Halcyon Leonard (452783)
KOA Chair 2010 www.koa.org.uk Vice Chair

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library.

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

Extra articles too large or too late for publication also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last notification: Abingdon Air & Country Charity Show, Oxfordshire Museum.
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Kennington Library Newsletter
Dear Readers

As we go to press, we’re anticipating with eagerness Kennington’s Free Literary Festival.

Unfortunately  only  two  children  came  to  my  Storytime on  Friday  9th April.  Because  of  this, 
Storytime will return to its usual day of the 3rd Wednesday of the month at the later time of 11 a.m. 
This will give parents and children time to visit the library before Storytime, to swap their books 
and collect their stickers (details page 26).

Also, thanks to the Friends Group, we will resume our Adult Event with our Café time on the first 
Wednesday of the month. This month our guest speaker is Robin Mason, who returns to share his 
love of poetry with us (more below).

All public libraries are closed on the Bank holidays and this includes Mondays 3rd May and 31st 

May.

If you enjoy watching DVDs, they usually cost between £1.25 and £3.50 for one week; but if you 
take out the DVD on Monday 24th May, the loan period will be two weeks rather than one, for the 
same charge. What a bargain! For one day only.

To borrow DVDs or books you will need a library card. It’s free to join and all you need is proof of 
residence.  If  you  are  a  new  member  you  can  even  join  via  the  internet  by  visiting 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries. If you have lost your card then come to the library with proof of 
your address. Replacement cards cost £1.50 for adults.

I am pleased to report that our little library is very busy, which means that sometimes there is a  
small queue. As there is only one member of staff on Monday and Wednesday this cannot be helped 
and I would be grateful for you understanding and patience. Please keep visiting us and enjoying 
our books and DVDs, just allow a little more time…

You are always very welcome.

Dominique & Staff, Kennington Library 01865 730763

For further  information  on all  the  Oxfordshire  Libraries  Services  please  log on  to  the  web at  
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Poetry and Prose

Wednesday 5th May, 11 a.m.
Coffee available from 10:30. Talk starts at 11.

The Friends of  Kennington Library are proud to welcome

Robin Mason
who will present the Poetry and Prose of

John Betjemen

Last year, Robin Mason read a number of poems by well-known poets. The listeners were able to 
connect and enjoy poetry that they had known when much younger. Through readings and poems, 
which will include  Betgemen’s prose work  Summoned by Bells, Robin will re-enact the thoughts 
and feelings of John Betjemen in a simpler age.

Refreshments kindly provided by the Friends of  Kennington library.

For more information contact Kennington Library,
telephone 01867 730763 or visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Kennington Link WI
April 2010 Meeting

There was much activity at the April meeting as members tried their hands at flower 
arranging. Mrs  Naseem Afzal, with her friend Margaret, showed us how to create a 
small arrangement, and provided flowers, greenery and containers so that all could take 
part. With their help and encouragement we each managed to assemble a pleasing posy and had 
much fun in doing so.

Earlier in the proceedings we heard of the Annual Kennington Parish Meeting on 26th May, and also 
in May a meeting of the Vale of White Horse District Council regarding the proposed new waste  
collection service. New programmes were distributed and orders taken for 2011 diaries. Anyone 
with foreign coins remaining after a holiday abroad may like to donate them to ACWW. Copies of 
Woman’s World Magazines were offered to members for perusal at home.

Mrs  Sheila  Prior  had  attended  the  recent  Oxford  Federation  Council  Meeting  and  gave  a 
comprehensive report. Kennington Link had been fortunate in winning a memorial bursary for 2 
nights at Denman College, consequently the names of members interested in attending will be taken 
down next month and entered into the draw.

The next meeting will be on 5th May when we shall discuss the  Resolution which concerns the 
labelling of food. There will also be a talk by Mrs Lisa Scott-Russell on “My Granny’s Button 
Box”.

Kennington Health Centre
DR   VERJEE  

Thank you to all  those who contributed to our memorial  fund for Dr  Salim Verjee,  who sadly 
passed away last June. We are planning a small memorial garden in his memory at the side of the 
building, which we hope will be in place before the first anniversary of his death.

Thank you also to all those who wrote so movingly in the memorial book. We have now given this 
to his family, who have derived much comfort from it, and who have asked us to pass on their 
thanks for your kind comments.

May Bank Holidays: We will be closed on the two May bank holiday 3rd and 31st May.

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager, Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Choirs’ Spring Concert in St Swithun’s Church at the end of March raised over  £1,800 for 
Livability, the Christian charity which helps disabled people. Over £800 was raised in hard cash, 
plus Gift  Aid,  and there was an anonymous gift  of £1000 to be added to the total.  It  was an  
afternoon of absolutely superb music, performed most beautifully by soloists and choir. It was the 
last concert at which John Oxlade would be our accompanist and he was given a standing ovation 
and two framed prints of Oxford painted by Philip Martin. It was a truly memorable afternoon.

The Choirs are now rehearsing a new operetta for six concerts in June and July entitled “Dearest  
Heart,” which tells  the story of  Gilbert & Sullivan,  with music from most of the main  G&S 
operas. If you enjoy singing and would like to join the choir, you would be made most welcome.  
There are no auditions or subscriptions and music will be available. Rehearsals are held in the 
Methodist Church on Friday evenings from 7:45 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Do come along to a rehearsal if you are interested, or give Trevor Cowlett a ring on 01865 735885. 
You can also visit our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

18 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Parish Council

Annual Report 2009-2010

It has been an exciting and frustrating year with the development of the new play area at  
Playfield  Road  called  the  Links.  The  project  has  been  funded  by  two  grants  totalling 
£64,941 from Oxfordshire County Council from the Playbuilder Fund and the Aiming High 
Fund with the balance of about £30,000 from Parish Council’s funds.

The year started well when the news came through that the first grant had been approved in 
April 2009 so work on the final design could be developed with the help of local families. 
Consultation work had been started by the Play Areas Working Group. This group was 
formed in 2007 to look at upgrading the play areas in the village. The Parish Council had 
already  employed  a  landscape  designer,  Carolyn  Place,  from Anthony  Stiff  Associates. 
Working with Carolyn, the design was finalised and two contractors were appointed to do 
the stone wall and install the play equipment and landscaping.

The  project  started  on  the  first  Saturday  in  September  when  volunteers  spent  the  day 
removing the old play equipment. Then in mid September, the Cotswold Dry Stone Wall 
company began to build the wall. They took about six weeks to complete the wall. So in late 
October  the  main  contractor  TCL started  creating  the  mounts.  Installation  of  the  play 
equipment started in late November and continued into December. They struggled with the 
wet weather. In the meantime an additional grant from Aiming High had been awarded to 
enhance the play area for children with disabilities. After Christmas a month was lost with 
the snow. By the time they came back on site in February the ground was waterlogged. It 
was hoped it would dry up but it did not so a decision was made to lay land drainage. 
Worked started again in late March and is still ongoing. Luckily the area for the older age 
group could be opened for the 1st April 2010 deadline. It is hoped that the whole play area 
will  be  open  by  May.  The  main  problem this  summer  will  be  getting  the  grass  areas 
established.
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Other Projects Undertaken

Kennington Village Plan

We need your help to prepare a village plan for Kennington!

The main aim of the plan is to improve Kennington for future generations so that we can preserve 
the best things about the village and hopefully change the things we do not like.

In 2006 the Parish Council wanted to get interested people to be involved and take the lead. A grant 
of £2,000 was secured but the initial steering group could not sustain the momentum. The Parish 
Council has now been approached by Radley Parish Council do some joint work on their plan and 
so the members of Kennington Parish Council would like to see if there is anyone willing to give 
some time to help prepare the village plan, otherwise they will probably hand back the grant for 
others to use.

Please telephone the Clerk, Pam Johnston on 01865 421126 or email kennington.pc@ntlworld.com 
or come along to the Annual Parish Meeting on 26th May 2010 at 7:30 p.m. in the Village Hall.

You could make a difference.
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New Flag Pole

The  Parish  Council  decided  to  fly  the  Union 
Flag throughout the year. In order to do this and 
still fly the Village Flag at the Village Centre, a 
new flag pole was installed at a cost of £951.

Posts in the Verge in The Avenue

Following many years of discussions about how 
to  protect  the  highway  verges  in  the  Avenue 
from  parking,  the  Parish  Council  received 
approval  from  the  County  Council  to  install 
recycled plastic posts. This project cost £1,851.

• The  new bus  shelters  had  the  name of  the  Parish  Council  installed.  A new 
contract was agreed to have them professionally cleaned every three months. 
The tarmac surface under four of the bus shelters was renewed.

• A public meeting has been held to discuss the possibility of developing a BMX 
track on one of the two playing fields. It was well attended with many young 
BMX riders giving their support.

• One new litter bin and two dog waste bins were installed. There was a number of 
reports of dog fouling near St Swithun’s School. It was hoped that dog walkers 
could remember the danger to children if they get dog faeces in their eyes.

mailto:kennington.pc@ntlworld.com


How much did your Parish Council cost you in
2009–2010?

The Precept was £71,212. This was the Parish Council’s 
share of the Council Tax for the year. It cost a Band ‘D’ 
property  £41.74  per  year  or  80p  per  week.  Additional 
income of £73,010 came from grants and bank interest.

 In 2010/2011 the Precept will be £78,912 which will cost 
a Band ‘D’ property £45.90 or 88p per week. This is an 
increase of 9.9%.

Community Grants

Kennington  Parish  Council  has  a  policy  of  supporting 
local,  district  and county wide organisations with grant 
aid.  The  budget  in  2009–2010  was  £5,500  and  the 
following grants were awarded. The balance went towards 
part of the cost of the stair lift in Kennington Village Hall.

Kennington Cricket Club £1,000 1st Kennington Guides £400
Royal British Legion £850 Friends of Kennington Library £300
Radley Parish Council for Radley 
Lakes Campaign

£500 3rd Kennington Brownies £80

Kennington4Fairtrade £265 Friends of St Swithun’s School £150
Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre £100 Oxfordshire Association for the Blind £125
South and Vale Carers Centre £200 Root and Branch £75
KEEN £25 Sue Ryder Care–Nettlebed Hospice £25
Oxfordshire Community and 
Voluntary Action

£50
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Regular Commitments

Staff
Clerk’s and Village Warden’s 
salaries

Leisure, Sport and Play
Playfield Road Playing Fields
Forest Side Playing Fields

Amenities
War Memorial
Bus Shelters
Flag poles
Benches

Environment
Grass cutting of the highway 
verges and cemetery
Litter bins and dog waste bins
Flower Baskets
Garden Competition
Tree planting

Community
Community grants
Carols around the tree
Remembrance Day
Village Hall Loan Repayment



How do I find out more about what the Parish Council is doing?

Kennington Parish Council keeps its residents informed in a variety of ways.  To find out 
what the Parish Council is doing:

1. Come along to the Parish Council meetings. These are held at 7:30 pm on the second 
Thursday of the month. They provide an opportunity for you to observe the Parish 
Council  as  it  discusses  issues  and  makes  decisions  upon  matters  affecting  the 
community.

2. Visit the Saturday Office in the Village Hall on the first Saturday in the month from 
10 am to 11 am. The Clerk and one councillor will be there to discuss any issues you 
may have.

3. Look out for reports in the Kennington Chronicle (the monthly village magazine) 
and on the website www.kennington.org

4. Keep a check on the notice boards.

5. Contact the Clerk, Pam Johnston, if you have a specific query. Pam works part-time 
hours only and so may not always be available, but she will try to respond to any 
enquiry as quickly as possible.

6. Speak to your Parish Councillors. Their details are on the web site.

7. Finally, attend the Annual Parish Meeting.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

It will be held on Wednesday 26th May 2010 at 7:30 pm in the Village Hall.

AGENDA

1. Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting held on 25th March 2009.

2. Annual Report from the Chairman of the Parish Council

3. Financial Statement of the Parish Council to include accounts for 2009/2010 
and budget and precept for 2010/2011.

4. Any matters arising from the above reports.

5. Election of three persons to Kennington Memorial Field Committee.

6. Reports from the District Councillors.

7. Report from the County Councillor.

8. Reports from Local Committees and Organisations.
9. To consider suggestions from parishioners.

Peter Biggs Chairman Kennington Parish Council

Please send any suggestions for item 9 to
The Clerk to the Parish Council, Mrs Pam Johnston, 102 Kennington Road, Kennington, 

OX1 5PE or email to Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Have you ever thought about Fostering?
Did you know that…

• You don’t have to be married to become a Foster Carer?

• You don’t have to have children already—you just need experience in caring for children?

• You get paid a Fostering Allowance of £335.70 tax-free per week, and it won’t affect any 
other benefits?

• Most of the children who need fostering are ‘hard to place’ aged 8 years or older?

Fostering is a hard but very rewarding job. If you think you might have what it takes to become a 
Permanent Foster Carer or you want to find out more, then contact PACT now on 0800 73 11 845 
or email fostering@pactcharity.org

— PACT: Parents And Children Together, charity № 285214. www.pactcharity.org

Help! Our Bingo machine is on the blink!
Kennington Festival Group

Help! Our Bingo machine is on the blink!
Do you have one that we could borrow until it is mended or we get a new one?

Our members find the Monday afternoon meetings a pleasant and relaxing way to meet a few 
friendly faces. They have time to catch up on the news before our informal game of Bingo. This is  
followed be Tea and cakes. In April we helped one of our members celebrate her birthday with her 
birthday cake and a glass of sherry. It was scrummy…

Newcomers are often surprised how many people they know already.

• If you think you would like to join us but need to have a chat before deciding, please ring 
me and I will be happy to come and see you.

• We also need some help with the tea making!

• For those who have difficulty getting about we can offer transport with our very own band 
of volunteer drivers.

The next meetings are 2–4 p.m. on Mondays 10th & 24th May and 7th June.

For more information please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Storytime

Kennington Library, Wednesday 19th May, 11–11:45 a.m.

For under 5 years old

Dominique will tell stories in English and French
She welcomes all young children accompanied by an adult carer.

Refreshments kindly provided by the Friends of Kennington Library.

For more information, contact Kennington Library, Kennington Village Centre, 
01865 730763.
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Parish Council Matters

April 2010 Meeting

It was reported that there was a great deal of 
progress  on  the  Links  Play  Area  in  the  days 
before 31st March 2010.  Everything had been 
installed and the area for the older children had 
its  post  installation  check  by  ROSPA,  which 
would allow it to be opened. The other side for 
the  younger  age  group  still  had  some  issues 
especially with the surface and the fence. It was 
proposed to protect the area for a further month 
to  allow  the  grass  seed  to  start  growing.  It 
would  be  necessary  to  re-seed  later  in  the 
season  as  it  was  likely  to  be  difficult  to 
establish the grassed area if there were children 
playing there.  The new sign was installed  on 
30th March but it was to be replaced as it was 
damaged in transit. The Clerk was trying to find 
ways of encouraging the use of the play area for 
families  with  disabled  children  to  fulfil  the 
requirements  of  the  Aiming  High  grant.  She 
would  welcome  hearing  from  families  with 
children with disabilities so that she can involve 
them in any ideas.

There seemed to be an increase in complaints 
about dogs fouling of the pavements especially 
near the school in The Avenue,  Poplar  Grove 
and St Swithun’s Road. The Clerk had arranged 
for the installation of the dog waste bin by the 
alley  near  101  The  Avenue.  She  had  had  an 
email from the Estate Manager of Egrove Park. 
He was  having problems with  dog fouling  at 
the  Upper  Road  entrance  to  the  college  with 
people throwing plastic bags full of dog faeces 
into the hedges. He had removed over 20 bags 
in March. It was agreed to move the dog waste 
bin  from  the  corner  of  Upper  Road  and 
Kennington Road to the Upper Road entrance 
of the college. Members of the Parish Council 
were very concerned about the health risks and 
inconvenience  of  dog  fouling  and  wanted  to 
remind  inconsiderate  dog  owners  that  they 
could be fined. There was also the possibility 
that the informal use of the grounds of Egrove 
Park to exercise dogs might be stopped if the 
situation did not get better.

A letter had been received from Alan Pope and 
John  Mastroddi about  the  work  to  prevent 
flooding that  had been completed recently by 
the  contractors  for  Network  Rail  and  the 

Environment Agency.  A new bridge had been 
erected at Hinksey sidings. Hinksey Drain has 
been cleared and the wall had been removed at 
the end of the garden of № 3 Kennington Road. 
The  culverts  by  the  Red  Bridge  and  Go 
Outdoors  sites  and  under  the  railway  bridge 
(Black  Bridge)  had  been  cleared  of  silt.  A 
cement  wall  to  stop  water  coming  onto 
Kennington  Road  had  been  put  up  along  the 
edge  of  the  pond  near  the  slip  road  to  the 
bypass.  The  farm  crossing  bridge  across  the 
railway  had  been  removed.  The  Environment 
Agency hoped next year to widen the Hinksey 
Drain along the railway if finances permit.

The  Clerk  contacted  Royal  Mail,  again,  and 
they assured her  the work to  repaint  the post 
boxes  was  scheduled.  This  problem was  first 
reported in August 2009.

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

Flag Days 2010

May
9th Europe Day

June
2nd Coronation Day
10th Birthday of The Duke of Edinburgh
12th Official Celebration of Her Majesty’s 

Birthday

Dates of Council Meetings
May 2010

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 13th May at 7:30 pm.

Saturday Office: 1st May 10–11 a.m.

The Planning Committee is
Tuesday 11th May at 8:00 pm.

Annual Parish Meeting
Wednesday 26  th   May at 7:30 p.m.  

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan, which may be within days 

of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk 
immediately if you want to make a comment. 
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the 
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are held in the Village Centre
and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington History Society
As we go to press members are eagerly awaiting another visit from popular local historian Martin 
Way. On this occasion Martin will be giving an illustrated talk which is entitled, ‘Tin Helmets and  
Gas Masks:’ An Exploration of the Home Front. Report next month.

Later  in  April  the Society will  have participated in  the  Kennington Literary Festival.  At the 
Festival all of the Society’s Local History Booklets (15 titles) were available for purchase. If you 
missed this event, copies can be obtain by calling 01865 739208.

The arrangements for this year’s Annual Coach Trip have now 
been finalised. As previously reported the visit to the  City of 
Worcester  is  scheduled  to  take  place  on  Thursday  23rd 

September  2010.  The  cost  of  a  seat  will  be  £10.00  for 
Members  and  £12.00  for  Non-Members—Leaving 
Kennington at 9:30 am and returning at 7:00 pm.

Why not join us in this visit to one of the least explored historic 
cities  in  the  country.  Firstly  there  is  Worcester  Cathedral, 
where  King  John,  of  Magna  Carta fame,  who  was  born  in 
Oxford’s Beaumont Street, is buried and his effigy beautifully 
preserved. The Cathedral also has a tower to climb (235 steps!), 
which  affords  spectacular  views  of  the  River  Severn.  Not 
surprisingly the City, which has an excellent shopping centre, 
hosts the Worcester Porcelain Museum.

‘this month’

The Society’s next event will be held on  Monday 17th May 2010  at  7:45 pm  in the  Methodist 
Church when members will be treated to some real local history when founder, Pearl Livett, will 
tell us about the ‘History of the Kennington Cancer Fund.’

‘next month’

Early notice: On Monday 21st June 2010 in the usual venue at the normal time we have a talk that 
could well be a highlight of the year. That evening Simon Wenham will be giving an illustrated 
presentation entitled ‘The History of Salter’s Steamers.’

History Society events are free to members with visitors welcome at a change of £2.50.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
Here are some reminders of how to avoid being victim to burglary.

1. Don’t advertise new gifts or purchases to burglars by leaving the boxes or packaging in 
plain view. Put them in a wheelie bin or black bag or store them for future use or disposal.

2. Keep all windows and doors locked if you are not in the room; always check before you go 
out even if it’s only for a couple of minutes.

3. Place all keys out of view. Obtaining keys makes a burglar’s work much easier.
4. Beware bogus callers. If an unexpected caller comes to your house don’t let them in unless 

you are 100% sure of their legitimacy. If in doubt, don’t. Legitimate callers will not be upset 
if you turn them away.

5. If you are unsure of any suspicious persons or activity call the Thames Valley Police non-
emergency line 0845 8 505 505

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
0845 8 505 505 Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk www.crimestoppers-uk.org
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Worcester Cathedral at night
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Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition

Please remember to fill in the Kennington Diary (in the Post Office)

and send us your entries for both July and August in time for the July edition.

Deadlines: 10th June for adverts and 15th June for articles.

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: May 2010 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events

Wednesday 28th April, 7:30 pm: Village Centre

‘Local Fungi and Associated Woodland plants’ Speaker: Rod D’Ayala. Admission £2.00 members 
and £3.00 non members. Complimentary refreshments.

Saturday 8th May, 10 am–12 noon: St Swithun’s Church grounds and hall: Plant Sale

If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock down prices then come along to our plant sale. A 
limited number of tables are available at £8.00 each. Tables must be booked in advanced with 
Alison on 730961 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.

Wednesday 19th May, 7:30 pm: Village Centre

“A Costa Rican Journey.” An illustrated talk by Marilyn Farr. Admission £2.00 members and £3.00 
non members. Complimentary refreshments.

Saturday 5th June: Coach Outing to Savill Gardens, nr Windsor Great Park. Described as one of 
England’s finest woodland and ornamental gardens, providing a wealth of beauty and interest.

Places can now be booked for this outing. Telephone the treasurer on 730961. The inclusive cost is 
£18.00 per person payable at the time of booking. The coach will depart from Manor Grove at  
0900am calling at bus stops through the village.

Wednesday 23rd June: Evening Visit to “The Gables” Dorchester on Thames

This is the new home of John and Alison Myres, members of the society for many years. They have 
kindly agreed to open their garden during the evening of 23rd June. Places can be booked with the 
treasurer on 730961. The cost, £5.00 per head inclusive of refreshment, is payable on the night. 
Meet in the Health Centre car park to depart  at 6 pm. Transport by private car. When booking 
please indicate if you require transport or can provide transport for others.

29th July to 2nd August 2010: Garden holiday in East Sussex based at Eastbourne

We now have 44 members signed up for this holiday and places are still available. Further details 
and an itinerary are obtainable from the treasurer on 730961. The cost, inclusive of coach travel and 
four nights half board at the 3 star Chatsworth Hotel will be approx £265. Garden admissions are 
extra and will be about £25.

Chronicle Confounds

an you find a four-letter word that ends in ‘eny’? What about a five-letter 
word ending in ‘eny’? Six letters? There are plenty with seven and more 
letters, so I’ll leave you to find them out for yourself!C
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Answers: 4: deny; 5: teeny, weeny; 6: greeny, liney, sheeny.
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Village Diary

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mon & Thu Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am
Tue Weightwatchers Evening St Swithun’s School 6:30 pm
Tue & Thu Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am
Wed Kennington Jogging Group “Run in England” Phone Anna 01235 540377 7 pm
Fri Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30, 4:30, 5pm

May 2010

Sat 1
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
KOA Social “Songs, Spices & Stories” Village Centre 7:30 pm

Wed 5 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 8
Horticultural Society: Plant Sale St Swithun’s 10 am–12 noon
Oxfolk Ceilidhs—May Ball: Belshazzar’s Feast Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 9 KOA Guided Walk: River Evenlode Bridge, Combe Lane, 5 miles (735864) 1:30 pm
Mon 10 Festival Group Lunch Meeting Village Centre 12 noon–4 pm

Tue 11
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 12 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 13 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 16 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 17 Kennington History Cancer Fund History Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Wed 19
Kennington WI Coffee Morning : CANCELLED Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Horticultural Society: A Costa Rican Adventure Village Centre 7:30 pm

Thu 20 Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm
Mon 24 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Wed 26 Annual Parish Council meeting with Village Village Centre 7:30 pm
Thu 27 Faith in the Modern Word: Hinduism Good Shepherd Church 8–9 pm

June 2010
Tue 1 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 2 Kennington Link WI “Mary Rose” talk Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 5
Horticultural Society: Coach trip to Saville Gardens
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am

Mon 7 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 8 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 9 Kennington WI: Founders Day Party Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 11 KOA Wine & Cheese Party (£5) 75 Bagley Wood Road 7:30 pm
Sun 13 KOA Fun Run Starts Forest Side through Bagley Wood 11:30 am
Fri 18 Kennington Playgroup: Quiz Night Village Centre
Sat 19 KOA & School & Church Grand Fête

Sun 20 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 21
Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
History Society: Salter’s Steamers History Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Tue 22 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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The Village Diary is in the Post Office. Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
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