


The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
The Rev Em Coley 01865 735135

The New Vicarage, Ross Court, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739356

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 9:25 am

4th Sunday: All Age Service 11:00 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577........................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter

We forgot all  about  Zebra! Those of you who have children or grandchildren in Saplings (the 
Foundation unit of St Swithun’s school) will understand the sense of failure which accompanies the 
realisation that Zebra (or Kangaroo, or Giraffe, or Penguin for that matter) has been forgotten!

Perhaps I should explain. Every weekend, a Sapling group’s animal is sent home with one of the 
children with an accompanying book. The idea is that the animal (in our case Zebra) is taken on the 
weekend’s outings, at the end of which the events and photos featuring Zebra are recorded in the 
book. My daughter, Ellie, was so excited to be the one with Zebra for the weekend, and came out of 
school positively bubbling, but then we promptly forgot about Zebra!

I was not to be deterred, however, and spent a lovely half an hour with Ellie, remembering our 
weekend and finding things to put in the book that reflected the fun we’d had. Sorry to say, we 
slightly missed the point, as Zebra didn’t feature in a single photograph! But it has brought home to 
me another point, and that is the wonderful capacity of children to have fun, to take delight in the 
little details, to find joy in the smallest of things. Ellie recollected her turn to play the piano at  
Children’s church, the number of sausages she was able to eat at the Sing-along sing-along, the 
laughter she shared with her cousin as they pretended to be ponies.

I read recently an astonishing statistic that Children laugh over 300 times a day whereas adults 
laugh only 15 times, and this challenges me. The world God has created is one full of joy and 
wonder,  laughter  and delight,  and yet  we dwell,  don’t  we, on the difficult  things,  the stressful 
things, the things that cause struggle and frustration. These things take up so much of our energy, 
and yet God longs to see us simply enjoying the good things. I wonder whether we can determine to 
counteract the stresses in daily life with the readiness to laugh, to smile even in the midst of anxiety 
and to remember the detail of the good times, at all times.

— Em Coley

Services in June

Sun 6th 9:30 am Parish Communion Sun 20th 9:30 am Parish Communion

6:30 pm Compline 6:30 pm Compline

Sun 13th 9:30 am Parish Communion Sun 27th 9:30 am Parish Communion

6:30 pm Compline 11:00 am All Age Service with Baptism

6:30 pm Songs of Praise

Children’s Church

Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is an All 
Age service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 a.m. in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Circuit Office:
The Revd Rosemary Davies Wesley Memorial Church
9 Ramsay Road New Inn Hall Street
Headington Oxford
Oxford OX1 2DH
OX3 8AX Telephone: 01865 243216
Telephone: 01865 763676

SERVICES FOR JUNE
Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion celebrated Sunday 27th June at 10:30 a.m.

PREACHERS FOR JUNE AT 10:30 a.m. WILL BE:
6th Simon Blainey from Oxford.

13th The Revd Leslie Marsh from Kidlington.
20th The Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies. This service will include the blessing of the 

marriage of Jenny & Terry Strange.
27th The Revd John Rowland from Kennington. This service will include the  Sacrament of 

Holy Communion.

The  CHURCH  INSTRUMENTAL  GROUP meets  at  10 a.m. each  Sunday  morning,  and 
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

OTHER DATES FOR JUNE
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 a.m.

Tuesday 8th The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 a.m. onwards.

Wednesday 16th Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court at 10:30 a.m. Do come, if you 
are able.

Thursday 17th The  Ecumenical  Study  Group  &  Prayer  Fellowship meets  at  8  St 
Swithun’s Road at 2:30 p.m. Everyone is most welcome.

Sunday 20th The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the  Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 p.m. and at Kirlena House at 3:45 p.m.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be  held  in  the  Methodist  Church Hall  in  Upper  Road on  TUESDAY 8th JUNE from  10 a.m. 
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out’.

The May Coffee Morning raised £144.44.
The July Coffee Morning will take place on TUESDAY 13th JULY at 10 a.m.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.
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IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Churches Together in Kennington

In this world of multimedia, we have had both official and 
unofficial coverage of the election and the formation of a 
new government. Newspapers, TV channels and the radio 
have  offered  well  researched  views  and  commentary, 
whilst  comments  on  social  networking  sites  such  as 
Facebook  and  Twitter  have  provided  insight  into  the 
opinions of the person on the street . My favourite was a 
friend’s comment just after the new prime minister and his deputy were announced, which said, “I 
am wondering why Ant and Dec appear to be running the country!” I roared with laughter.

Actually,  I  am impressed  and  optimistic  about  this  new coalition  government.  Not  because  it 
satisfies any political leanings, but because it seems to herald a new way of doing politics. A way of 
running the country that will require compromise and cooperation. A new dawn of politics where 
people of different views will need to be listened to and accommodated. I hope (and I am the  
eternal optimist!) that our country will benefit from this coalition.

And there is much that a group of people with differing viewpoints but a shared aim can achieve. 
Since arriving in Kennington I have been impressed to discover that Kennington Churches Together 
has been the founder of two long standing community projects—the Good Neighbours scheme and 
Kennington Overseas Aid. Through these organisations hundreds of thousands of pounds have been 
raised and thousands of people have been helped. This is a great testimony to the church members 
who have focused not on difference but on a shared desire to impact communities and make a real 
difference in this world. David Cameron and Nick Clegg, take note!

— Em Coley
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Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F)
Annual General Meeting, Monday 14th June at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

immediately followed by the first meeting of 2010-11

AGM Agenda
Welcome

Report by Chairman 2009-10
Treasurer’s report 2009-10

Any matters arising from the reports

Election of Officers for 2010-11
Chairperson

Deputy Chairperson
Minutes secretary

Treasurer

To consider  new ideas  for  2010–2011 from the  floor.  This  is  an  opportunity  for  any  persons 
interested in this initiative to permanently establish Kennington as a Fairtrade village,  to make 
suggestions as to how we might achieve this, or to join the steering group.

Any queries please contact Robin Mason on 01865 321044 or Brenda Groth on 01865 739229.

For details of the progress that has been made go to the village website on www.kennington.org

For more information about Fairtrade look at www.fairtrade.org.uk

Early diagnosis of dementia
NHS Oxfordshire and Oxfordshire County Council are seeking feedback from the public to enable 
the development of a pathway of care for early diagnosis and intervention in dementia for patients 
in Oxfordshire.

We invite you to tell us about any experiences of receiving a dementia diagnosis—whether for 
yourself, a friend or family member. We also would like your views on the proposed care pathway 
diagram for early diagnosis in dementia.

To take part in this consultation, please visit www.tinyurl.com/NHSOxon-dementia

You may be asked to register on the ‘Talking Health’ online consultation system.

Voices of Oxford
Oxford Town Hall, Saturday 5th June, 2 p.m.

in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support

700 voices joining together to celebrate the wealth of musical talent
in Oxfordshire and raise money for a fantastic cause.

Do you love singing? Voices of Oxford is looking for singers of all abilities and backgrounds to 
join  together  in  the  largest  choral  event  to  happen  in  Oxford,  with  all  proceeds  donated  to 
Macmillan Cancer Support. All you need is enthusiasm… and a pencil!

The concert will be conducted by David Lawrence, Guinness World Record Holder for conducting 
the largest choir in the UK and a regular conductor for Songs of Praise

We  also  have  a  fantastic  line-up  of  international  soloists  including  James  Bowman,  Giles 
Underwood, Bonaventura Bottone and Rebecca Bottone.

Further details available from www.voicesofoxford.com
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Kennington Memorial Field Committee
The next meeting of the Kennington Memorial Field Committee will be Tuesday 8th June

preceded by a walk round the field.

Members of the public are invited to attend. Meet at the Playfair pavilion at 7:30 pm.

KADS news—He’s back!
Inspector  Pratt will be returning to Kennington Village Centre from 10th–12th June to investigate 
murder and mayhem at Bagshott House.

Why not come along and witness his  hilarious attempts to  unravel  the mystery of the missing 
constable and the events that follow, including a very odd seance! Tickets available from 01865 
739025. Please see flyer page 31 for more info.

YOU HAVE BEEN WARNED!

Blood donor session in Kennington

Kennington Village Hall

Wednesday 23rd June, 1:30–3:30pm and 4:15–7:30 pm

Please donate

Insulate and save
The Vale of White Horse District Council offers a £100 grant, in addition 
to  subsidies  from  the  energy  companies,  for  loft  and  cavity  wall 
insulation.  People  over  70  and  in  receipt  of  certain  benefits  may  be 
entitled to free loft insulation.

The  Energy  Saving  Trust  estimates  you  can  save  on  up  to  £115  by 
installing cavity wall  insulation and £150 by installing loft  insulation. 
You can start saving energy the day the insulation is installed, and it will 
keep saving money for as long as your home is standing.

The Vale of White Horse DC has teamed up with Cocoon to help you find the best deal, including 
the subsidies and grant. Visit www.cocoonyourhome.co.uk or call 0800 80 48 777.

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Choirs  are  now rehearsing  a  new comic  opera  for  six  concerts  in  June  and July  entitled 
“Dearest Heart,” which tells the story of Gilbert & Sullivan, with music from most of the main 
G&S operas.

Concerts—all start at 7:30 p.m.
June

Wednesday 23rdAll Saints’ Methodist Church in Abingdon
Friday 25thCongregational Church in Witney
Saturday 26thOXSRAD Sport & Leisure Centre in Marston
Wednesday 30thParish Church at Brill

July
Friday 2nd

Saturday 3rdMethodist Church in Kennington

Details of the Kennington concerts will be in the Chronicle next month.

For more information, ring Trevor Cowlett 01865 735885 or visit www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk
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Promotion for Oxford and Kennington United
Joy for Many Yellow Kenningtonians

Already Kennington United had shown the winning way by retaining the Ridgeway Cup and winning 
promotion to Division 1 of the local league, capably managed by Rob Cattell and assistant manager Neil 
Purves.

Ever since Oxford had won the play-offs they had hoped for similar success and been awash with 
thoughts of going to Wembley—yellow wigs or jester hats, to go by supporters coach, underground or 
train? If by train would there still be seats in Bicester? Then there was the daily excitement as the number 
of supporters going grew to over 30,000.

The Kassam was awash with a sea of yellow queuing for the coach, flag and scarf sellers and of course 
chants of “We’re the famous Oxford United and we’re going to Wembley”. The remaining fans waved the 
coaches off as they left, each coach pulling away to “She wore a Yellow ribbon in her hair… for United 
who’re going to Wembley,” an updated versions from the anthem used for the  U’s only other outing to 
Wembley, their win in the 1986 Milk Cup.

Arriving at Wembley, the ground and surrounding area was all yellow. It was a case of admiring other 
people’s garb—the man dressed as a yellow banana,  the gentleman who’d crepe papered his mobility 
scooter in yellow and blue, and of course the people who’d dug out their Milk Cup scarves, hats and shirts. 
There was also finding other Kenningtonians and the “Didn’t know you followed Oxford,” “How did you 
get up here?” and of course “What’s the score going to be?”

Inside the ground there was a real buzz as half of the impressive stadium turned yellow and blue. This 
only increased as the players walked out to fireworks and were introduced to Sir Geoff Hurst, and then the 
National  Anthem was  sung.  Within  the  first  25  minutes  and  the  U’s were  2–0  up  and  dreaming  of 
promotion but an own goal shortly before half time restarted the nail-biting and clock watching, every 
precious minute bringing the  U’s closer to the football league. A final goal into injury time and the  U’s 
were going up and the ground erupted. It was marvellous watching the team climb the steps to collect their  
medals and the cup. Sometimes dreams come true and expectations are lived up to. This was one of those  
days. Good luck to both yellow Uniteds next season, Oxford United and Kennington United!

Kennington Overseas Aid
Our season of events is now well under way and programmes have been delivered to all 
houses in the village. Thank you very much to all who contributed so generously to the 
door to door collection, which raised well over £3,000 for this year’s project in Peru.

This month is a busy one:
• 11th June: Wine & Cheese Party. Details from Derek & Anne Stark (735562).
• 13th June: Bagley Wood Fun Run & Walk.
• 19th June: The Grand Fête with St Swithun’s school and St Swithun’s church.

Early July also will be busy with “Kids for KOA” on 2nd July, Kennington United Choir’s Gilbert & 
Sullivan performances on 2nd and 3rd July, and the Band concert on 7th July.

We hope there will be something for everyone over the next few weeks and look forward to seeing 
you.

Brenda Groth (739229) Halcyon Leonard (452783)
KOA Chair 2010 www.koa.org.uk Vice Chair

Kendall Copse in early Summer 2010
Call for Work Party

On Sundays 6th and 13th June, we will do a further clean-up and burdock weeding campaign so the 
trees can get away without being overshadowed. If you can help, we will be there from 10:30 to 
about 2:30. Your help will be greatly appreciated. Do take a walk around these fields – they are 
there for your enjoyment and relaxation.

— Roger Gelder (Friends of Kendall Copse)
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Parish Council Matters

May 2010 Meeting

At  the  Annual  Meeting,  Cllr  Peter  Biggs  was 
elected  as  Chairman  of  the  Parish  Council.  It 
would be his  19th year as Chairman. Cllr  Colin 
Charlett was re-elected as Vice-Chairman.

The  Statement  of  Accounts  and  the  summary 
income and expenditure financial statement were 
considered and approved. They had been audited 
and  the  documents  would  be  available  for 
inspection by appointment with the Clerk from 7th 

June to 2nd July 2010.

Following the last meeting, the Clerk had written 
to the Kennington Playing Fields Association to 
arrange  a  meeting  to  discuss  the  BMX  track. 
When the two groups met,  the members of the 
Association  agreed  to  the  proposal  from  the 
Parish Council that the BMX track to be installed 
behind the leylandii  trees in  Forest  Side.  There 
was  also  a  discussion  about  the  day  to  day 
maintenance  and  monitoring  of  the  new  play 
area.  In  addition  the  Association  had requested 
that their lease be renewed. It was agreed discuss 
these  matters  in  detail  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Amenities Committee of the Parish Council.

The Clerk had received a number of complaints 
about  the  quality  of  the  grass  cutting  and  the 
Village  Warden had logged the areas  that  were 
not cut. The Clerk had requested another meeting 
with the contractor to try to resolve the problems. 
The  members  of  the  Parish  Council  were 
concerned that  the village did not look as  well 
kept as usual.

A  meeting  was  arranged  with  the  contractor 
working  on  the  new play  area  in  late  April  to 
discuss the outstanding issues. It was agreed that 
the surface on the closed area should be dug over 
and  reseeded.  There  was  also  some  remedial 
work to be done to dig out one of the bark pits 
and secure the gate and fencing. The contractor 
started the work on 6th May and it was looking 
better already. The temporary fencing still needed 
to be in place for a few weeks to try and allow the 
grass  to  grow. It  was  hoped that  young people 
and their parents would not use this area as it had 
not  been  inspected  by  ROSPA and  it  was  not 
finished.  There  needed  to  be  safety  matting 
around the  playhouse.  Once  that  had  happened 
and the swings attached, the site could be opened.

The  members  of  the  Parish  Council  wanted  to 
express  their  thanks  to  the  manager  of  Oxford 
Garden  Centre  (formally  Wyevale’s)  at  South 
Hinksey as the company provided free compost 
for  the  flower  baskets  in  the  village  when 
approached for support from the Chairman. The 
Centre  cooperated  with  the  organisation  of  the 
planting  up  of  the  baskets  by  allowing  the 
volunteers to choose and take away their plants. 
The  final  bill  was  then  paid  by  the  Parish 
Council. It was hoped that there would be a very 
varied display later in the summer as some of the 
past winners of the Best Container Competition 
were taking part.

BBC  South  Television  did  a  report  on  the 
potholes  in  Kennington  and  interviewed  Cllr 
Charlett and the Clerk in April. It was pleasing to 
see  that  a  team  from  the  County  Highways 
arrived the following week and had been working 
in the village for four weeks.

— Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

Flag Days June 2010
2nd Coronation Day
10th Birthday of The Duke of Edinburgh
12th Official Celebration of Her Majesty’s 
Birthday

Flag Days July 2010
15th St Swithun’s Day
17th Birthday of The Duchess of Cornwall

Dates of Council Meetings June 2010

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 10th June at 7:30 pm.

THE JUNE MEETING TO BE HELD IN
ST SWITHUN’S CHURCH HALL

Saturday Office: 5th June 10–11 a.m.

The Planning Committees are
Tuesdays 1st and 22nd June at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 

receipt of the plan, which may be within days of 
notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk 
immediately if you want to make a comment. 
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the 
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are normally held in the Village 
Centre and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 01865 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

13

mailto:Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/


14 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
Please remember to fill in the Kennington Diary (in the Post Office)

and send us your entries for both July and August in time for the July edition.
Deadlines: 10th June for adverts and 15th June for articles.

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter & Forthcoming Events: June 2010 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Saturday 5th June: Coach Outing to  Savill Gardens,  nr Windsor Great Park. Described as one of 
England’s finest woodland and ornamental gardens, providing a wealth of beauty and interest.

Just a reminder that the coach will depart from the Bowyers Arms Radley at 0845am and 0900am 
from Manor Grove then picking up at bus stops through the village.

Wednesday 23rd June: Evening Visit to “The Gables” Dorchester on Thames.

This is the new home of John and Alison Myres, members of the society for many years. They have 
kindly agreed to open their garden during the evening of 23rd June. Places can be booked with the 
treasurer on 730961. The cost: £5.00 per head, inclusive of refreshment, payable on the night. Meet 
in the Health Centre car park to depart at 6pm. Transport by private car. When booking please 
indicate if you require transport or can provide transport for others.

29th July to 2nd August 2010: Garden holiday in East Sussex based at Eastbourne
This trip is now full.

PLANT SALE 8th May

Despite the threat of heavy rain the plant sale held on 8 th May was very successful. A big thank you 
for all those taking part and to our helpers on the day. Many thanks.

Kennington Women’s Institute WI
May 2010

Mrs Palma, our President, welcomed members to the May meeting and presented the lovely plant 
provided by Mrs Willbery to Mrs English.

Referring to our forthcoming coffee morning in  December,  members were requested to  donate 
anything suitable for making craft articles for sale. Items could include such things as material,  
ribbons,  buttons,  felt,  stuffing,  wools,  patterns,  etc.  Committee  members  would  be  pleased  to 
receive them.

The bursary at Denman College was drawn by our speaker, and the winner announced as Mrs June 
Maine.

The President then informed the meeting of the Resolution to be put forward at the NFWI Annual  
General Meeting in June. This was that “this meeting urges HM Government to introduce clear and 
mandatory country of origin labelling on all meat, poultry and fish products sold in this country.” 
Various aspects were discussed and a vote taken. The vote was unanimous in agreeing with this 
Resolution.

The  members  were  then  treated  to  an  excellent  talk  by  Simon  Wenham on  “The  History  of 
Salters’—152 Years.” We all learnt something from the information and slide presentation he gave 
about the long history of this most interesting Oxford family business.

Mrs Wilberry was the winner of the competition for a photograph of the Thames. Mrs Weston came 
second and Mrs Holt third.

Members were reminded that our Founder’s Day party on Wednesday 9 th June would be our 85th 

anniversary and would commence at 7 pm.
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Kennington Link WI
May 2010 Meeting

The May meeting, opened by the President, continued with a significant number of 
business matters. Orders were taken for next year’s diaries.  ‘News & Views’ can be 
ordered next month—cost £3.30. The latest photographs were displayed and were a reminder of last 
month’s light-hearted activities. For those who wished to sign, there was a petition from the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association asking for more care of patients with this distressing illness.

The draw for the Denman College Bursary was won by Christine Ravenscroft with Sheila Prior as 
reserve. A flowering pot plant on the President’s table had been given by Mrs Alma Perman. This 
would be taken to Janet Henagulph with our best wishes as she recuperates after surgery.

The Resolution this year called for “The mandatory clear labelling of food with true country of 
origin”. This related to all meat, poultry and fish sold in this country whether unprocessed or used 
in ready-made products. After discussion the motion was carried overwhelmingly.

It was then time to welcome Mrs Lisa Scott-Russell, whose talk was entitled “My Granny’s Button 
Box”. We heard about the history of buttons and the peculiar laws that were associated with them.  
Lisa has many affectionate memories of playing with her granny’s button box at an early age, and 
she now creates and displays wonderful pictures made out of buttons. Mrs Jean Mundy thanked 
Lisa on everyone’s behalf, and presented her with a bouquet of roses.

The meeting ended with a reading from the book ‘Will I still be me?’ written after the author, Diana 
Sanders, had received a heart and lung transplant.

The next meeting will be on 2nd June when Mr Stephen Griffiths will speak on ‘The Mary Rose’. 
There will be a SALES TABLE at this meeting and contributions will be greatly appreciated.

BBQ & Auction of Promises
40th Oxford Sea Scout Group, Scout HQ, OX1 5QL

Saturday 26th June from 4pm. Auction 5:30 pm

Help to raise funds to buy modern, lightweight camping equipment

Contact Christian Bradley 07880 716633

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library.

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

Extra articles too large or too late for publication also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last notification: Oxfordshire Museum.
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Just some of the promises:

• Portrait: From a photograph of your choice
• Lazy summer afternoon boating on the River Thames in a 23' cabin cruiser

• Personalised fleece blanket, flat or poncho-style
• TVR sports car ride: Ride shotgun in a TVR Cerbera (340bhp; 0–60 in 4.2 seconds)

• Real Ale Brew Day: Prepare & brew beer day for 2, plus follow-up to keg it
• Cakes: Three homemade cakes, 1 a month

• Singing: Classical song, hymn or aria for special occasions by an experienced Baritone

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/on-line-extras.html
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/chronicle-on-line.html
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
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Bagley Wood Fun Run and Walk 2010

Sunday 13th June

Run starts 11:30 am

Forest Side, Kennington

Prizes!

Everyone’s in the running …

Whether you’re walking, jogging or strolling with the family, you might win a prize: e.g., Fastest 
Man or Woman – Under 15s – Under 12s – Top fund-raisers – Most improved – Nature challenge
– and more!

Entry fees

• £5 Adult (save £2 – it’s £7 on the day)

• £3 Under 18 years

• £10 Family (up to 4 entries)

Go the extra mile

It’s really good if you just take part in the Fun Run. But … can I persuade you to stretch your legs  
and really make a difference?

Be a Fund Runner!

Get some of your family and friends to sponsor your walk or run. Any sponsorship money you raise 
will give real help to  Quechuan families, giving these tough but poor people the basic amenities 
they need to keep healthy and face an uncertain future of climate change.

Why not make your run one of a kind, with a special costume or challenge?

We’ll  give  you a  free  Practical  Action  T-shirt  if  you raise  just  raise  £10 or  more!  Check  the 
Sponsorship box in the entry form opposite and I’ll send you a sponsor form and info sheet.

Sylfest

Submit your entry
Please return your form and entry fee to
Fun Run, ℅ Sylfest Muldal, 105 The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5QZ
(Any questions? Call 01865 735995)
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Kennington Overseas Aid

Bagley Wood Fun Run & Walk 2010
Win a race – Keep fit – Make a difference – Enjoy the spring woods

Solve a puzzle – Win a prize – Enjoy!

Entry Form
A: Entry Details

Please write clearly and fill in all the columns.

Full names:

R
un

/J
og

/W
al

k
(c

ho
os

e 
on

e)

M
al

e/
F

em
al

e

A
ge

 (
ye

ar
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if
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 1
8

To
ok
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t l
as

t y
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r?
(Y

/N
) 

**

Me

2nd*

3rd*

4th*

* A Family ticket covers up to four family members.

** You could win ‘most improved runner’.

B: Your contact details (required for our insurance)

Address 
& 

Postcode Phone

C: Payment (see rates opposite)

I enclose my entry fee of £....................................... (please make cheques payable to KOA)

D: Sponsorship (Optional – see opposite)

□ (tick) Yes, I’ll raise some sponsorship for my run! Send me info and a sponsor sheet.

E: Declaration (Important: Please read and sign)

I declare that I am medically fit to take part. I agree to keep to the official route.

I understand that I enter at my own risk, and that Kennington Overseas Aid and St John’s College  
Oxford shall  not be held responsible,  nor accept liability,  for any injury,  loss or damage as a 
consequence of my participation in the event.

Signature: .......................................................................................... Date: .................................

(If you are under 18, please ask a parent or guardian to sign.)
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Kennington History Society

The Society’s April meeting was another visit from popular local historian  Martin Way. On this 
occasion Martin gave an entertaining talk entitled ‘Tin Helmets and Gas Masks’: An Exploration 
of  the  Home  Front.  As  with  all  of  Martin’s  previous  offerings  this  presentation  was  quite 
exceptional and was very well received by the large audience.

Also  in  April  the  History  Society  participated  in  the  Kennington Literary Festival,  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  report  that  the Society  sold almost  30 of  their  Local  History Booklets  at  the  very 
successful event. If you missed this opportunity to purchase the Society’s popular publications you 
can obtain copies of any of the 15 titles by ringing 01865 739208.

As we go to press members await their May event, which will be real local history with founder, 
Pearl Livett, telling us about the ‘History of the Kennington Cancer Fund.’

‘this month’

On Monday 21st June 2010 at 7:45pm in the Methodist Church we have a talk that promises to 
be a highlight of the year. This will be the much anticipated illustrated talk by  Simon Wenham 
entitled ‘The History of Salter’s Steamers.’

‘next month’

As  previously  reported,  following  last  year’s  successful  guided  tour  of  Lower  Radley,  the 
Committee has been trying to arrange another evening visit to a local village. As a result, Members 
are invited to a guided tour of Marcham on Monday 26th July 2010. As with previous such visits 
we will meet at the Methodist Church Car Park at 7:15pm so car sharing can be organised for 
the trip.

History Society events are free to members with visitors welcome at a change of £2.50.

As previewed last month the History Society’s coach visit to the City of Worcester is scheduled to 
take place on Thursday 23rd September 2010. The cost being £10.00 for Members and £12.00 for 
Non-Members. Leaving at 9:30am, returning at 7:00pm. The coach is filling up very quickly so if 
you would like to book one of the remaining seats please ring 01865 739208 or 01865 730321.

George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society

Chronicle Confounds

 hotel has exactly 100 rooms, numbered 1 to 100. A hundred unruly students decide to play 
a prank. The first student opens every closed door and closes every open door. The second 
student does the same with every second door (doors 2, 4, 6, …). The third student does 

every third door, and so on.
A
If all the doors were closed before the first student went in, which doors end up closed and which  
doors open when the 100th student has left the building?

23

Answer: A door will be opened or closed for each divisor it has. For example, door 20 has factors 
1, 2, 4, 5, 10 and 20; so, it will be opened by student 1, closed by student 2, opened by student 4, 
closed by student 5, opened by student 10 and closed by student 20. Thus, a door will end up closed 
if it has an even number of divisors, and open if it has an odd number.

Only squares (1, 4, 9, 16, 25, 36, 49, 64, 81, 100) have an odd number of divisors, and so those 
doors will end up open. The other 90 doors will end up closed.
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Kennington Library Newsletter
Libraries need Readers! Readers need Writers!

On 24th April  all  three  (library,  readers  and writers)  came together  at  the Kennington Literary 
Festival! Nearly 300 people, adults and children alike, visited the festival to hear their favourite 
authors speak or sing in celebration of the printed word.

For everyone involved the real mark of success was the feedback given from both local and not-so-
local  event  goers  and  authors.  Many,  many  people  said  how  friendly  the  festival  was  and 
commented on the real community feel to the event.

Unfortunately at the last minute due to ill heath Colin Dexter was unable to attend as guest of the 
Oxford Writers Group. He sent his apologies and a big thank you to Bill Heine who stepped in and 
made his talk as interesting and lively as if Colin had been here.

It was great achievement, and I felt blessed to be your librarian as so many of you felt proud to be  
part of the Kennington community.

We’d like to thank all the nine authors who kindly took the time to come and speak to us, unpaid,  
apart from a bottle of wine and lunch at the Tandem! Without their support this event would not  
have been the success it was, and I’m pleased to say that their appreciation was reciprocated and 
they enjoyed meeting so many of their readers or future readers!

For our younger visitors a big thank you to the Oxford Children’s Book Group for their storytelling, 
Isobel Birse for her superb jam-packed Rhymetime session, and Anna Cotsell the OCC children’s 
librarian for her children’s quiz and help throughout the morning.

Other people we thank for their  support are the Parish Council,  the Kennington Chronicle,  the 
Village Centre Committee, all our brochure sponsors, my staff including the two ex-staff members, 
and of course The Friends of Kennington Library, especially the organising committee, and all the 
helpers of the day.

Last but not least THANK YOU to all who attended who not only had a great day but helped the 
Friends to raise over £400, which will be spent on future Kennington Library activities for our all-
age community.

For those of you reading this that might have missed the event, due to the excellent weather, you’ll  
be pleased to know that the next Festival will be in October 2011.

June Library events supported by the friends are:
• Wednesday 2nd: Coffee + guest speaker morning (page  27), followed by the AGM of the 

Friends of Kennington Library 11:30 am to 12:30 pm.
• Wednesday 16th: Rhymetime—one session only, so don’t miss it (see below).

The KOA Fête this year has a “Paddington Bear” theme, so we have restocked the library with all  
your favourite Paddington Bear books. Please come and borrow them…

— Dominique & Staff, Kennington Library 01865 730763
Further information on all the Oxfordshire Libraries Services at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Rhymetime
Wednesday 16th June, 10:45–11:30 am
This time, it will be a Teddy Bear Special!

Dominique and  Isobel  welcome all  the young families 
with  babies  and  children  under  5  years  old  to  sing 
along with them.

Remember your Teddy Bear!
Refreshments kindly provided between sessions by The Friends of Kennington Library.
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Illustrated author talk
Kennington Library 01867 730763

Wednesday 2  nd   June, 10:30 a.m.  

Coffee available from 10:30. Talk starts at 10:45.

The Friends of  Kennington Library are delighted to welcome
Writer Juliet McKenna

who will present an illustrated talk on
Oxford's Tradition of  Fantasy Fiction

More at www.julietemckenna.com

Following the presentation, the Friends of Kennington Library will hold their
Annual General Meeting from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm. All very welcome!

Refreshments kindly provided by the Friends of  Kennington library.

Kennington Health Centre
Our extended hours opening for the month of June is as follows:

Thursday 3rd June until 8.15pm Dr. Frankum

Saturday 12th June 8.30-11.45am Dr. Jones

Saturday 19th June 8.30-11.45am Dr. Hall

Monday 21st June until 8.15pm Dr. Jones

Thursday 24th June until 8.15pm Dr. Frankum

Monday 28th June until 8.15pm Dr. Erin

At all other times we will be open as usual 8:30 am–1 pm and 2–6:30 pm.
Please ring 01865 730911 for an appointment.

Display boards
We have two display boards in the waiting room. One is for health-related themes, e.g. stopping 
smoking, taking exercise, flu jabs, etc. The other one is for local artists to exhibit their works, e.g. 
pictures, photos or for local organisations to put up a display to show what they have done or will  
be doing in the future. If you would be interested in putting on a display on either of these boards, 
please ring Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager, on 01865 730911.

Did you know… Order your repeat prescriptions on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net
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Village Diary

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mon & Thu Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am
Tue Weightwatchers Evening St Swithun’s School 6:30 pm
Tue & Thu Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am
Wed Kennington Jogging Group “Run in England” Phone Anna 01235 540377 7 pm
Fri Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30, 4:30, 5pm

June 2010
Tue 1 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 2 Kennington Link WI “Mary Rose” talk Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 5
Horticultural Society: Coach trip to Saville Gardens
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am

Mon 7 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 8 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 9 Kennington WI: Founders Day Party Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 11 KOA Wine & Cheese Party (£5) phone 735562 75 Bagley Wood Road 7:30 pm
Sun 13 KOA Fun Run Starts Forest Side through Bagley Wood 11:30 am
Wed 16 Short Service Edit Court Lounge 10:30 am
Thu 17 Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm
Fri 18 Kennington Playgroup: Quiz Night Village Centre
Sat 19 KOA & School & Church Grand Fête St Swithun’s Church & grounds 12 noon–3:30pm

Sun 20 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 21
Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
History Society: Salter’s Steamers History Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Tue 22 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 23 Blood donor session Village Centre
1:30–3:30 pm
4:15–7:30 pm

July 2010
Fri 2 KOA United Church Choirs (G&S) “Dearest Heart” Methodist Hall 7:30 pm

Sat 3
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
KOA United Church Choirs (G&S) “Dearest Heart” Methodist Hall 7:30 pm

Mon 5 Festival Group Strawberry Tea Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 6 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am

Wed 7
Kennington Link WI “The Rogue Trader” Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
KOA Band Concert. Strawberry & Cream Tea (£5/£4) Methodist Hall (452783) 7:30 pm

Thu 8 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Tue 13
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Methodist Hall 8 pm

Wed 14 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm

Sun 18 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 19 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Sat 24 Kennington Cancer Fund Fête St Swithun’s Church gdns. 2 pm
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