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CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 9:25 am

4th Sunday: All Age Service 11:00 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Miss G Thomas, 28 Grundy Crescent

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
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Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
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OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577........................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
At the time of writing I am sporting three impressively large blisters, (one on the bottom of my  
foot, ouch!) and I am being cleverly economical about how many times I go upstairs, because 
coming down again is a bit of a contortionist act!

Yes, you’ve guessed it, I did the KOA fun run. Now, athletic prowess does not run in my family, but 
after I had agreed to do the run, everyone I told responded with the words, “You can walk it, you 
know.” And that sealed the fate of my feet and legs; I was determined to run (well, jog!) the 5  Km, 
simply because people didn’t think I could.

Lee, my husband, ran it with me, because I knew the support and encouragement he would give 
would get me round, but neither of us was prepared for the wonderful encouraging impact of the 
marshals on the course, who waved cheerily, and shouted, “Well done , keep going (mind the log)!” 
And so I refused to be deterred by the discovery that many people walk faster than I jog, and 
instead attempted to adopt the mentality of the Marathon Man: “I am Eddie Izzard” I was heard to 
mutter at one point on the route.

All of this has led me to think about the role of encouragement in our lives. Those of us who have  
children probably make a special effort to say “well done” to them at regular points, but what about 
the adults in our lives? In the Bible, Paul writes, “encourage one another and build each other up,”  
and it seems to be a great motto to adopt for our lives. Try it, and watch the face of the person you  
are encouraging light up, see them pull themselves up that little bit taller, and know that you have  
said something that will have brought a ray of light to someone else’s life. And if I can run (jog!)  
5 Km with a bit of encouragement, just think what can be achieved with those simple words, “Well 
done.”

— Em Coley

Services in July

4th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh (a service of prayer and 

reflection)

11th 9:30 am St Swithun’s Celebration
6:30 pm Compline

18th 9:30 am Prayer  Stations  Pilgrimage  for 
all the family

6:30 pm Compline

25th 9:30 am Parish Communion
11:00 am All Age Service with Baptism
6:30 pm Compline

Services in August

1st 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh (a service of prayer and 

reflection)

8th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

15th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

22th 9:30 am Parish Communion
11:00 am All Age Service with Baptism
6:30 pm Compline

29th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Songs of Praise

Children’s  Church:  Activities  for  children  now  run  alongside  our  Sunday  Morning  services 
(except when there is an All Age service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, 
and all are welcome. Children’s Church will continue throughout the Summer Holidays.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Circuit Office:
The Revd Rosemary Davies Wesley Memorial Church
9 Ramsay Road New Inn Hall Street
Headington Oxford
Oxford OX1 2DH
OX3 8AX
Telephone: 01865 763676  Telephone: 01865 243216

SERVICES FOR JULY & AUGUST
Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 am.
Holy Communion celebrated Sundays 18th July and 8th August at 10:30 am.
The Circuit Service will be held at  Watlington Methodist Church  on  Tuesday 24th August  at 

7:30 pm to welcome the Revd Adam Stevenson to the Circuit.

PREACHERS FOR JULY AT 10:30 am WILL BE:
4th Professor David Matthews, from Cumnor.

11th ACTION  FOR  CHILDREN  SUNDAY.  Stephen  Bajdala-Brown,  Principal,  Penhurst 
School, Chipping Norton

18th The Minister, the Revd. Rosemary Davies.  This service will include the  Sacrament of 
Holy Communion.

25th Michael Trinder, from Kidlington.

PREACHERS FOR AUGUST AT 10:30 am WILL BE:
1st Heidi Cottrell, from Wallingford.
8th The Minister, the Revd. Rosemary Davies.  This service will include the  Sacrament of 

Holy Communion.
15th Deacon Stephen Richardson, from Rose Hill.
22nd Dr Neville Shepherd, from Headington.
29th Graham Kirby, from Kidlington.

The  CHURCH  INSTRUMENTAL  GROUP meets  at  10 am each  Sunday  morning,  and 
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

OTHER DATES FOR JULY & AUGUST
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.

Tue 13th July
Tue 10th August

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Wed 28th July
Wed 18th August

Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court at 10:30 am. Do come, if you 
are able.

Thu 15th July
Thu 19th August

The  Ecumenical  Study  Group  &  Prayer  Fellowship meets  at  8  St 
Swithun’s Road at 2:30 pm. Everyone is most welcome.

Sun 18th July
Sun 15th August

The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the  Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.

Thu 29th July
Faith in the Modern World—Hinduism. The second talk in the series. Good 
Shepherd Church, from 8 pm to 9 pm.

4 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will be held 
in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAYS 13th JULY and 10th AUGUST from 10 am 
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross, Pam Forster, and Joy Margetts. 
Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning out’.

The June Coffee Morning raised £115.35.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by month 
to  make  these  Coffee  Mornings  such  a  financial  success,  and  such  a  happy  time  of  friendship  for 
everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private function, 
please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is allowed on any 
Methodist  Church  premises.  Kindly  note  that  the  Church  is  NOT available  for  bookings  on  ANY 
SATURDAY.

Churches Together in Kennington
It’s  that  time  of  year  when  many  people  go  on  holiday 

especially  those  who  have  children  of  school  age  or  whose 
occupation means they are restricted to taking holiday in July 
and August.

July  and  August  often  tend  to  be  quieter  months  in  the 
Church’s  calendar  too  and I,  for  one,  think  that’s  a  very  good 
thing.  We all  need a  break  from the  usual  round of  meetings  and 
committees and to have space to use our time differently.

Often the culmination of Church, work and family commitments can leave us feeling emotionally and 
physically  drained.  We always seem to be chasing our tails  and we never  have enough quality  time to 
ourselves. It’s at moments like these that we have to recognise the warning signs before it is too late.

God has created us all as human beings and He desires us all to become whole people in body, mind and 
spirit. He created us so that we have time for work and we have time for play. It was a pattern which His Son 
Jesus exercised in His busy ministry on earth. Despite the pressing demands of the crowds, He wasn’t afraid  
to withdraw from them to find some ‘personal space’ with God and enjoy some rest even if, for a while, it  
meant upsetting those who needed him most.

Many of us in our Western culture have grown up with the idea that resting for the sake of resting is in 
some way wrong. Many of us have been schooled in the philosophy which says that we should always be  
‘doing’ something. Our adherence to the Protestant ‘work ethic’ doesn’t do us any favours at times and we 
live in a world where stress-related illness is constantly on the increase. With the years, time for play grows 
short, and sometimes for the unwary, it disappears completely.

I remember the phrase, ‘The Devil finds work for idle hands to do,’ yet I can’t help thinking that life 
would be better if we knew how to rest both mind and body; if we knew how to do nothing, comfortably.

So, even if you’re not going away on holiday, why not make the months of July and August a time for 
relaxation, to be ‘re-created’ and to be refreshed in body, mind and spirit, so that we all return to our normal 
routines with a renewed sense of purpose and commitment?

Take time to enjoy the things which feed your soul and mind and don’t feel guilty about it!

After the Summer break, the Churches Together Liaison Committee will meet to plan events for the 
rest of the year so watch this space for further news!

— Rev Rosemary Davies
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The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Kennington Youth Club Newsletter
Following on from last year’s message in the Chronicle that if local people did not support the  
Youth  Club  in  Kennington  that  it  would  be  closing  permanently,  two  girls  from  the  village, 
Imogene Haslam aged 13 and Ellie Matthews aged 12, have done an amazing job in securing grants 
to redevelop the Youth Club building (situated in the corner of the car park, behind the Village 
Centre). We are pleased to announce that we hope to have all work completed and reopen this 
September (full details to follow in the September issue of the Chronicle).

The girls  presented three separate presentations to apply for grants to cover the cost of totally 
refurbishing & re-equipping the Club and to make repairs to the roof and bring the building into 
line with current Health & Safety requirements.

These were applications that could be made only by young people, and the two girls, with the 
support of their friends, came up with plans of how they would like the newly refurbished club to 
look and what equipment was needed. One of their presentations included a video tour of the run-
down building.

The Youth  Club AGM was  held  on Wednesday 9th June.  The existing  chairperson,  Roy King, 
stepped down and Arash Fatemian, our local councillor, was appointed as the new Chair. Gratitude 
was expressed to both Roy & Margaret Ibbott, who retired from the Committee, for all their years 
of hard work and support for the Youth Club.

We will be looking for local people to help with running the new club and would also welcome any 
donations to help fund the running costs of the new Youth Club while we get it established. If you 
feel you are able to offer either then please contact me for more details.

Hopefully the new Youth Club will provide a fun, safe and popular place for young people in our 
community to go to.

— Lynn Matthews lynnmatthews108@hotmail.co.uk

Kennington Overseas Aid 2010
Supporting Practical Action in Peru

A big “Thank You” to everyone who supported the Fun Run and Fête.

July brings more events:

1. “Kids for KOA”   at the Village Centre 7–9 pm on Friday 2nd July. This 
is  your  chance  to  see  the  up-and-coming  talent  of  Kennington’s 
younger  residents.  Please  come  and  support  them.  Tickets  £3, 
accompanied children free. Refreshments available.

2. Friday  2nd and  Saturday  3rd July  at  7:30  pm:  Kennington  United 
Choirs present  their  summer  show “Dearest  Heart,”  the  Gilbert  & 
Sullivan story.

3. Wednesday  7th July  at  7:30  pm:  “The  Strawberry  Concert”  given  by  the  Kennington 
(Oxford) Band.

This will be the first time without Rod Sudworth and it would be good to give the band our strong 
support. Tickets: Adults £5, Children and Seniors £4. Contact Halcyon Leonard (452783).

In August the KOA shop will be open in St Swithun’s Church Hall from Monday 2nd to Saturday 
28th. Hours are Monday to Friday 10 am–12 noon and 2-4 pm, Thursday 6–8 pm and Saturday 
10 am–12 noon. If you have goods to donate please take them to the shop during opening hours. 
Come and bargain hunt: there will be something for everyone!

Brenda Groth (739229) Halcyon Leonard (452783)
KOA Chair 2010 www.koa.org.uk Vice Chair
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Play Area Warden

Kennington Parish Council

Following the installation of the new play area called the Links at Playfield Road Playing Field, the 
council is looking for a person to keep the two play areas at Playfield Road and Forest Side tidy and 
liaise with the Parish Clerk about any issues that arise at both sites.

The working hours  will  be initially  3  hours  per  week on a  flexible  basis  to  include  weekend 
working. The hourly rate will be £7.50.

For more details please contact the Parish Clerk by email on  kennington.pc@ntlworld.com or by 
telephone 01865 421126. The closing date for applications is Friday 16th July 2010.

Kennington History Society

The History Society’s May event really was a little gem with one of the founders of the charity, 
Pearl  Livett, telling us the  ‘History of the Kennington Cancer Fund.’ Apart from being a very 
entertaining talk, the presentation highlighted just what has been achieved by this dedicated local 
group of friends. The sums of monies raised are quite remarkable and our thanks must be recorded 
to them all.

As this report is being prepared members are eagerly awaiting what promises to be a special event. 
This is the much anticipated illustrated talk by Simon Wenham entitled ‘The History of Salter’s  
Steamers.’ A full report in September of the fascinating story of this well known Oxford family 
firm.

‘this month’

As stated last month, following the success last year’s tour of Lower Radley, a guided  History 
Walk around Marcham has been arranged for members. It will take place on Monday 26th July 
2010.  As  with  previous  such  evening  visits,  those  wishing  to  participate  should  meet  at  the 
Methodist Church Car Park at 7:15 pm, so car sharing can be organised for the trip.

‘September Events’

Whilst  not  strictly a Society event,  the Chairman,  with the 
help of Rosemary Aldgate of Kennington Health Walks, will 
again  this  year  be  leading  a  Local  History  Walk  around 
Kennington on Sunday 12th September 2010. The two-mile 
walk around places of historic interest in the village will take 
approximately one hour and those wishing to join us should 
meet at the Village Centre Car Park at 11.00am.

Following the summer break the Society’s regular  monthly 
meetings return on Monday 20th September 2010 at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church with an 
illustrated talk by Graham Kirby entitled ‘Out of this World’ : The Wonders of the Universe via 
the Hubble Telescope.

History Society meetings are free to Members with Visitors Welcome at £2.50.

There is  still  a  very limited number of  seats  available  for the History Society’s coach visit  to 
Worcester  scheduled to take place on  Thursday 23rd September 2010.  The cost is  £10.00  for 
Members  and  £12.00  for  Non-Members. The coach will be leaving Kennington at  9:30am  and 
returning at  7:00  pm.  If  you  would  like  to  book  one  of  the  remaining  seats  please  ring 
01865 739208 or 01865 730321.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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Kennington WI Afternoon Tea
KENNINGTON WI

invites you to
AFTERNOON TEA

Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington

Monday 23rd August, 2–4 pm

Sandwiches
Cream Scones or Home Made Cake

Tea or Coffee

Price: £4.00 each

CAKE STALL — RAFFLE — SALES TABLE

ALL VERY WELCOME

Kennington4Fairtrade
Report from the Annual General Meeting 2009–2010

We have  to  thank  K4F’s  hard-working  team along  with  all  those  Kennington  folk  who  have 
supported us in achieving a number of the objectives required to gain Fairtrade Status from the 
Fairtrade Foundation. To achieve Fairtrade status from the Fairtrade Foundation we are required to 
meet five C’s: Council, Commerce, Community, Communication, and Continuity.

Having already got full  Parish Council support in 2008 with this parishioner-instigated initiative 
we have continued to  gain  Commercial and  Community interest  by holding three events:  the 
Fairtrade  &  Traidcraft Coffee  morning  held  back  in  November  2009,  the  Pancake  Party  in 
February, and the ‘Big Swap’ Mad Hatter’s Tea Party event in March.

Possibly the biggest scoop of the year has been that St Swithun’s School has now become 
‘active’  on  the  Fairtrade  front.  The  staffroom  is  now  Fairtrade  and  within  Fairtrade 
Fortnight all classes in the school made cakes using only Fairtrade ingredients. They also held 
a Poster Competition promoting Fairtrade, with the finalists’ work being judged at the ‘Big 
Swap’ Mad Hatter’s Event in February in the Village Hall.

Under Communication, in the past twelve months we have:

1. Set  up  a  designated  area  of  information  and  photographs  on  the  village  website 
www.kennington.org,  and  regularly  kept  the  village  informed  of  Fairtrade  matters  and 
successes in the Chronicle. (Do have a look !)

Under Continuity we have:

1. Set up our own bank account with the Cooperative Bank;

2. Registered K4F with the Fairtrade Foundation;

3. Begun the process of applying to the Fairtrade Foundation in order to 
establish Kennington as a Fairtrade Village.

Looking to the future we really do hope to be able to celebrate Fairtrade 
status  being  granted  later  in  the  year,  as  well  as  running  two  other  events  promoting 
Fairtrade including ‘Show Off Your Label!’

For more information about Fairtrade look at www.fairtrade.org.uk.

Any queries please contact Robin Mason on 01865 321044 or Brenda Groth on 01865 739229.
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KADS News

Thank you to all those who supported our production of Death by Fatal Murder. Considering this 
was performed during the first week of the world cup the attendances were fairly good.

Our next show will be ’Avin’ Another Sing Song following the same format as last year. The dates 
are 16th–18th with a Saturday matinee at 2 pm Tickets available from 1st August and can be reserved 
on 01865 739025. Please see advert page 23 for all details.

Kennington Festival Group

The group now has 47 members so numbers are creeping up but there is plenty of room for more 
and we would love to meet you. We are a mixed group so you men don’t have to be shy about 
coming along.

Two meetings ago we had delicious fairy cakes made by Pam, as it was her birthday later in the  
week, and by the time you read this you may have missed our truly scrumptious Strawberry tea 
which is on Monday 5th July.

Our Bingo machine is better and we would like to thank the Social Club for allowing us to use 
theirs while ours was out of action. The Bingo session only lasts for 45 minutes so there is plenty of 
time to chat, go to the library or do a bit of shopping if you’ve a mind to before tea.

It is with a sad note that I must tell you that three of our members have passed away, May Marshall, 
Ben Boult and Len Andrews. All will be sadly missed and our sympathy goes to their families.

Next meetings: Mondays 5th and 19th July, 2nd, 16th and 30th August

Transport is available for those with mobility problems—just let us know and one of our voluntary 
drivers will pick you up.

Contact Margaret on 01865 730353 for more information.

Kennington Link WI

Coffee Morning

Kennington Methodist Church

Wednesday 4th August from 10 am

St Swithun’s School Vacancy

St  Swithun’s  C  of  E  Primary  School  in  Kennington  will  have  a  Vacancy  on  their  Board  of 
Governors for a Community Governor in September 2010. The role will incorporate Community 
Cohesion and as such, the Governor taking on this role will be responsible for this. For further 
details and to show your interest please contact Sam Smith, Clerk to Governors on Oxford 739538.

Chronicle Confounds

Why is the third hand on a watch called the second hand?
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Luke’s Fund Bingo
Thank  you  everyone who  came  to  the  Bingo.  Everyone  appeared  to  enjoy 
themselves and we raised the magnificent sum of £770.00.

We also appreciate all the donated raffle prizes and Luke was well pleased to be able 
to draw the winning tickets.

Luke has requested that some of the money raised be given to Dr Sullivan for the 
Paediatric Gastroenterology Dept. as the work done here will help lots of other children.

We are having a Table Top Sale on Saturday 16th October in the Village Centre. Tables £5.00. To 
book  a  table  or  for  further  information  please  ring  Margaret  on  01865  730353  or  email 
mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Kennington Library Newsletter
We have lift off!  Kennington Library is getting 
ready  to  launch  children  into  orbit  for  an 
intergalactic adventure that will keep them reading 
throughout  the  school  summer  holidays…  with 
Space Hop, the 2010 Summer Reading Challenge.

It’s all free and fun, which is out-of-this-world news for parents!

It runs in all OCC libraries but at Kennington thanks to the support of the Friends of Kennington 
Library your child will receive even more treats and prizes.

The Summer Reading Challenge adventure starts on Saturday 10th July and runs throughout the 
summer holidays. Join Finn, Jessie, Nabil and Safiya—the crew of the Ex Libris—as they embark 
on their mission to set up the first lunar library. But watch out for those dastardly Spacekatz who 
might lead them into the nearest black hole…

When  children  register  at  Kennington  library,  they  are  given  a  fold-out  poster,  holographic 
membership card and sweet treat. They then embark on their mission to read 6 books.

There are three stages:  Blast Off!,  Space Race and  Lunar Landing, each with 
great prizes: scratch and sniff stickers, NEW glow-in-the-dark spinners and buzz 
cards.

When children complete their challenge, they are awarded with a rainbow pencil, 
certificate and medal at a Children’s Space Hop Party, Saturday 25th September.

An  interactive  Space  Hop website  (www.spacehop.org.uk)  has  just  launched, 
linking children with top authors and illustrators, and giving them space to talk about their favourite 
books and to share reading ideas.

Look out for great new books, Space Hop colouring, crosswords, sudoku puzzles, and Storytimes 
and Craft activities:

 Wednesdays 21st July at 11 am  Wednesday 18th August at 11 am.

The Children’s  Librarian and Dominique  will  welcome all  children accompanied  by an  adult.  
Refreshments kindly provided by the Friends of Kennington Library.

For more information visit Kennington Library or log on to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries.

Dominique & Staff, Kennington Library 01865 730763
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Kennington Athletic Football Club

KAFC is looking for someone to fill the vacancy of Secretary. Normally, this will take no more 
than an hour’s time each week. Additionally, there are some meetings to attend.

The person doing this role would require access to emails and the Internet.

• Committee meetings: 1–2 hours per month.
◦ Produce agenda for meetings
◦ Take and publish meeting minutes
◦ Report on secretary’s correspondence

• FA and league liaison
◦ Complete partially-filled forms for FA and league registration
◦ Communications with Berks & Bucks FA and the Oxford Mail Boys & Girls leagues
◦ Aim to avoid fines, and where unavoidable, arrange their payment to the FA or league

• Club contact
◦ Act as a central point of contact for KAFC and other clubs

• League AGM
◦ Attend OMBL AGM with another member of the committee

— Steve Wilkins (Chairman), 7 Blackman Close, 01865 326399

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

The Choirs will be giving two concert performances of  Dearest Heart, a new musical play that 
tells the story of Gilbert & Sullivan, and their tempestuous relationship, with music from most of 
the main  G&S operas. A very special evening not to be missed, full of your favourite Gilbert & 
Sullivan tunes.

The two concerts will be on
Friday 2nd & Saturday 3rd July at the Methodist Church in Kennington at 7:30 pm.

The principals  include  Andrew Moore,  John Wilkes,  Rob  Birtwistle,  Joe Haynes,  Peter Wright,  
Chris Hutt, Marilyn Moore, Wendy Lewis, Jennifer Riley Smith, Eleanor Hurrell, Victoria Hurrell 
and Amena Sutton. The accompanist will be Linda Ang Stoodley, and the conductor will be Trevor 
Cowlett. Entrance is FREE and all proceeds are for KOA.

But a word of warning. We are now limited by Health and Safety to an audience of only 75 persons 
each evening. So it’s vital that you come early in order not to be turned away.

For more information, ring Trevor Cowlett 01865 735885 or visit www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition

Join us again in September!
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Parish Council Matters

June 2010 Meeting

The  Chairman,  Vice-chairman  and  Clerk  met 
the  account  manager  of  the  grass  cutting 
contractor on 19th May. He apologised for the 
poor performance in April and said their regular 
team was unable to complete their work on a 
two-week  cycle.  He  would  be  bringing  in  a 
separate  mobile team to do the cutting in  the 
village. There would be no charge for the first 
month. There is to be a follow up meeting on 
17th June  to  review  progress.  In  addition  the 
Clerk  had  found  out  via  the  Vale  and  the 
County  Council  that  the  areas  in  Grundy 
Crescent,  Meadow  View  Road  and  Poplar 
Grove  had  been  handed  back  to  the  County 
Council in March 2010 and the Parish Councils 
who did the work for the County Council had 
not  been  informed.  This  came  to  light  when 
there were complaints about the lack of cutting 
of  the  grass  in  Meadow  View  Road.  The 
County Council had agreed to do some cutting 
during this season but it would be necessary to 
add  the  areas  on  to  the  Parish  Council’s 
contract  for  the  following  year.  The  only 
grassed areas still cut by the Vale are in Otters 
Reach and River View and two small areas near 
Grundy Crescent. It was agreed at the meeting 
to ask the Vale if the Parish Council could do 
the  work  for  a  contribution  similar  to  the 
County Council’s grant.

There  had  been  a  meeting  of  the  Amenities 
Committee, which had been revived to discuss 
issues  relating  to  the  management  of  the 
playing  areas  and  the  grass  cutting  contract. 
They  want  to  work  more  closely  with  the 
Playing Fields Association especially since the 
new play area has been installed. It was agreed 
that a paid warden was a priority and there is an 
advert for this post in the Chronicle. The Clerk 
will be writing to the landowner of Forest Side 
to request permission for the BMX track and a 
preliminary  meeting  with  the  riders  is  to  be 
held on 19th June to look at the site.

A number  of  members  attended  the  briefing 
meeting  on  19th May  on  the  new  waste 
collection service at the Vale. The service was 

to  start  during  the  week  commencing  4th 

October.  Leaflets  would  be  sent  out  via  the 
Royal Mail in May and June but would not go 
to  those who had registered for  the  “no junk 
mail” service. So if residents have not seen the 
leaflet,  the Clerk has  a supply.  The new bins 
would be delivered in Kennington between 6th 

and 20th September 2010. There would be full 
details of the service with this bin delivery. The 
Collection Date for the whole of the village will 
be Thursday, which would mean the start day is 
7th October  2010.  There was an issue  for  the 
collection  of  ad  hoc  waste  such  as  at  the 
playing fields as no black bags would be picked 
up. Churches would be offered the domestic bin 
selection. The Parish Council had been offered 
a set of bins for display in the Village Hall.

Mrs Pam Johnston
Clerk to the Council

Flag Days 2010

July
15th St Swithun’s Day
17th Birthday of The Duchess of Cornwall

August
15th Birthday of The Princess Royal

Dates of Council Meetings
July & August 2010

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 8th July at 7:30 pm.

Saturday Office: 3rd July 10–11 am

There is no Parish Council Meeting or  
Saturday Office in August.

The Planning Committees are Tuesdays 13th 

July, 3rd and 31st August at 8:00 pm.

There is a meeting of the Amenities 
Committee Tuesday 13th July 7:30–8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan, which may be within days 

of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk 
immediately if you want to make a comment. 
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the 
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are normally held in the 
Village Centre and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: July 2010 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events

Wednesday 18th August 2010: Village Centre at 7:30 pm

Chris Perks, who has been our vegetable fruit and flower judge at the annual show for some years, 
will be giving a talk entitled, “Preparing Fruit  & Veg for the Show Bench.” With luck he will 
divulge the secrets of growing and preparing his monster vegetables shown at Thame and other 
horticultural shows.

And talking of shows:

Saturday 11th September 2010 Village Centre, doors open at 2:15 pm

Annual Show of Flowers Fruit & Vegetables

Also… handicraft, cookery, photography and children’s classes

Admission 50p, children under 16 free

Do come along to this very interesting and sociable afternoon. Lots to see.
If it seems along way off… Remember no August Chronicle… AND

Sunday 17th October 2010:
Coach outing to Thenford House, near Banbury Home of Lord and Lady Heseltine

Bookings are now being taken for this afternoon visit; please telephone the treasurer on 730961. 
The inclusive cost is £21 per person and £22 for non-members. Details of departure and return 
times will appear in the September Chronicle.

Kennington Health Centre

As I write this (June 2010), it is a year since the death of Dr Verjee, GP at this practice from 1975 to 
1996. We have planted a tree in his memory at the side of the Health Centre that faces the social  
club. Thank you to all those who donated to this fund.

Normal opening hours are 8:30 am–1 pm and 2–6:30 pm.

Our pattern of extended hours in any calendar month:

Week 1 Open Monday and Thursday evenings until 8:15 pm

Week 2 Open Saturday morning 8:30–11:45 am

Week 3 Open Saturday morning 8:30–11:45 am

Week 4 Open Monday and Thursday evenings until 8:15 pm

Week 5 (if any) Open Monday and Thursday evenings until 8:15 pm

These are all routine appointments, which must be booked in advance.

Chlamydia testing: If you are aged between 15 and 24 years of age and have ever been sexually 
active, we recommend you have a Chlamydia test. Chlamydia is serious if left untreated, easy to 
test for, and easy to treat. Ask for an appointment with your GP.

Did you know… Order your repeat prescriptions on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager
Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net
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Kennington Link WI
June 2010 Meeting

There must have been great excitement when divers found a game of backgammon 
amongst  the  many interesting  artefacts  on  board  the  ‘Mary Rose.’ Our  cheerful 
speaker, Mr Stephen Griffiths, has a great passion for this famous warship and was 
able to show detailed slides as he shared his knowledge with us. We heard the ship was built of oak 
and elm in 1509 and was sunk in battle in 1545. Divers worked on the wreck as it lay on the seabed  
and were able  to record measurements and other  data  by using special  writing equipment  and 
plastic paper.

At present the Mary Rose is undergoing more treatment to preserve her timbers and then there will 
be a drying out period before she is back on display. However, we were pleased to see illustrations 
of a brand new museum where the public will eventually be able to view her again.

Mrs Jean Perella thanked the speaker for his very interesting talk.

The President had earlier welcomed one new member and one visitor.
Orders and subscriptions were taken for News & Views.
The  President  reported  on  her  attendance  at  the  recent  Parish  Meeting  and  the  WI  Group 
Committee Meeting.
Mrs Sheila Prior will take up the free bursary which was drawn last month.

The Sales Table is always a great attraction and items were quickly sold as members chose their 
preferred bargains.

Mrs Joyce Leach had donated a beautiful display of yellow roses for the President’s table and these 
were given to Mrs Sheila Prior.

Mrs  Christine  Ravenscroft  was  welcomed  back  after  several  months  away.  She  related  her 
experience of a WI meeting in New Zealand where, although there was only a small number of 
members present, everyone was given a pretty floral souvenir—and the meeting was followed by a 
very good tea!

The next  meeting will  be on 7th July when  Mr Martin  Woodley will  speak on  ‘The Rogue 
Trader—Trading Standards’.

Please remember the COFFEEE MORNING on 4th AUGUST at 10 am.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library.

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

Extra articles too large or too late for publication also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last notification: Vale Community Safety Newsletter, Vale of White Horse £99 insulation  
offer, Diabetes on the NHS.
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Kennington Women’s Institute WI
June 2010

A very happy evening was spent celebrating our 85 th Founder’s Day party in June. Along with 
members we were very privileged to welcome our guests, Sue Cox the Oxfordshire Federation 
Chairman,  Pauline Goddard our WI Advisor, Mrs Christine Whild our Speaker, Mrs Ann Coulter 
President of the Kennington Link WI, and Mrs Jean Mundy their Secretary.

After a lovely meal prepared and served by members of the Committee, a group photograph of 
everyone present was taken by a member’s son.

Mrs Christine  Whild then entertained us with a programme of poems and music for a summer’s 
evening. This was very relaxing and most enjoyable.

Tea and birthday cake concluded the evening, which everyone agreed was something to remember.

At our next meeting on Wednesday 14th July, Steve Moll will give a talk on ‘The Incredible World 
of the Honeybee.’ The meeting starts at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre, and anyone who would like 
to come along will be most welcome.

Just a reminder that we are holding an Afternoon Tea on Monday 23rd August from 2–4 pm in the 
Methodist Church. We hope to see you there!

Personal Notices

The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. 
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 37).

NSPCC

Many thanks to the residents of Bagley Close who very kindly contributed to the collection for the 
NSPCC in April. The amount raised a total of £86 was amazing.

— Pat McAvoy

Sandford Lock bridge rebuilding
So far, the construction of the access bridge has 
been going well. The old deck has been removed 
and the new steel supports are in place.

With the steel structure largely completed, the pre-
cast  decking  units  delivered  late  May  were 
established  as not  meeting  required  quality 
standards.  They  are  currently  in  re-manufacture 
using an alternative supplier.

We now estimate work will be complete and the 
footpath re-opened by the end of July 2010. We 
recognise  this  is  significantly  later  than  the 
original opening date of 15th June.  The footpath 
diversion and alternative cycling routes will still 
be available for you to use.

— Seevali Surendran, Project Manager 01276 454403
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Village Diary

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mon & Thu Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am
Tue Weightwatchers Evening St Swithun’s School 6:30 pm
Tue & Thu Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am
Wed to 15 September Kennington Jogging Group “Run in England” Phone Anna 01235 540377 7–8 pm
Fri Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30, 4:30, 5pm

July 2010
Fri 2 KOA United Church Choirs (G&S) “Dearest Heart” Methodist Hall 7:30 pm

Sat 3
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
KOA United Church Choirs (G&S) “Dearest Heart” Methodist Hall 7:30 pm

Mon 5 Festival Group Strawberry Tea Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 6 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am

Wed 7
Kennington Link WI “The Rogue Trader” Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
KOA Band Concert. Strawberry & Cream Tea (£5/£4) Methodist Hall (452783) 7:30 pm

Thu 8 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sun 11 Action for Children Sunday Methodist Hall 10 am

Tue 13
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Methodist Hall 8 pm

Wed 14 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 15 Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm

Sun 18 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 19 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Sat 24 Kennington Cancer Fund Fête St Swithun’s Church gdns. 2 pm
Wed 28 Short Service Edith Court 10:30 am
Thu 29 Faith in the Modern World—Hinduism Good Shepherd Church 8–9 pm

August 2010

Mon 2
KOA Shop opens at end of month St Swithun’s Church Hall
Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm

Tue 3 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 4 Kennington Link WI Coffee Morning Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Tue 10 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Thu 12 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 15 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 16 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Wed 18 Short Service Edith Court 10:30 am
Thu 19 Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm
Mon 23 Kennington WI Afternoon Tea Methodist Hall 2–4 pm
Mon 30 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 31 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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Chronicle Contributions

Do you have an organisation or event based in Kennington? The Kennington Chronicle is a 
great way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article and maybe even 
a picture! It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.

Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting
Kennington-related news articles to the Editor!
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