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The Rev Em Coley 01865 735135

The New Vicarage, Ross Court, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD
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CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 9:25 am

4th Sunday: All Age Service 11:00 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
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Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
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OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577........................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
As far as music is concerned, I’m a bit of an 80’s chick. This was indulged somewhat with a recent  
birthday present from my husband Lee of ‘Ultimate 80s Movie Soundtracks.’ I was transported 
back to some films that had captivated me as a teenager: Top Gun, Footloose and Dirty Dancing to 
name but a few. And as I listened (and sang along loudly!) I was suddenly 15 again, in love with 
my 19 year old boyfriend who had made me a mixed tape (“Mummy, what’s a tape?”) with the 
song ‘The Glory of Love.’ And as I found myself belting out the following lyrics, I had stop and 
think:

I am the man who will fight for your honour,
I’ll be the hero that you’ve been dreaming of.
We’ll live together, knowing forever
That we did it all for the glory of love.

Because  it  turned out  that  this  chap was not  so much a  hero,  actually  more  of  a  player  who 
promptly broke my heart with a girl closer to his age called Claire!

I can’t help thinking that at the age of 4, Ellie has got a better, more reliable and more durable sense 
of what a hero should be. One of her CDs has a song with the following lyrics:

When I look at Jesus I see, everything that I’d like to be
When I look at Jesus I can see my hero
Jesus is kind, Jesus is strong,
Lifts people up, fixes their wounds,
Jesus is kind and true to his word,
He’s everything great and everything good.

It might be a somewhat clichéd term now, and we may think of a hero as the toned, dashingly 
handsome warrior in an escapist film, but actually if a hero is someone we can look up to, someone 
who with self-sacrificial love is able to win for us a better world, and someone who is interested in 
the best that we can be, then that term suits Jesus perfectly. And the glory of love that I now believe 
in, is the perfect love of God who longs that we might know the richness and fullness of life that he 
intended.

— Em Coley
Services in September

Sun 5th 9:30 am Parish Communion Sun 19th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh 6:30 pm Compline

Sun 12th 9:30 am Parish Communion Sun 26th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline 11:00 am All Age Service with Baptism

6:30 pm Compline

Harvest will be celebrated Sunday 3rd October at 9:30 am, with provision for all ages. Do come 
along.

Children’s  Church.  Activities  for  children  now  run  alongside  our  Sunday  Morning  services 
(except when there is an All Age service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, 
and all are welcome.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Circuit Office:
The Revd Rosemary Davies Wesley Memorial Church
9 Ramsay Road New Inn Hall Street
Headington Oxford
Oxford OX1 2DH
OX3 8AX 01865 243216
01865 763676

SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER

Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 am.

Holy Communion celebrated Sunday 12th at 10:30 am.

PREACHERS FOR SEPTEMBER AT 10:30 am WILL BE:

5th The Revd Philip Beuzeval, one of our retired Ministers, from Yarnton.

12th The Revd  Bob  Whorton,  the  Chaplain  of  Sobell  House  in  Oxford.  This  service  will 
include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

19th Professor Ian Leck, from Woodstock.

26th HARVEST THANKSGIVING. The Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies.

The  CHURCH  INSTRUMENTAL  GROUP meets  at  10 am each  Sunday  morning,  and 
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their 
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for 
new residents and visitors to the village.

OTHER DATES FOR SEPTEMBER
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.

Tuesday 14th The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Wednesday 15th Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court at 10:30 am. Do come if you 
can.

Thursday 16th The  Ecumenical  Study  Group  &  Prayer  Fellowship meets  at  8  St 
Swithun’s Road at 2:30 pm. Everyone is most welcome.

Sunday 19th The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the  Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist  Church Hall  in Upper Road on  TUESDAY 14th SEPTEMBER from 
10 am onwards. There  will  be  many  bargains,  and  all  the  proceeds  will  go  towards  Church 
Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out.’

The July Coffee Morning raised £118.20.
We will announce the August Coffee Morning total next month.
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We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

MONDAY CIRCLE. The Monday Circle will meet  Monday 27th September at  7:30 pm in the 
Methodist Church. It will be an evening of  Call My Bluff. All details from  Maizie Johnson on 
01865 454295.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

Churches Together in Kennington

A major event for the Catholic community this month is 
the visit of Pope Benedict XVI. Unlike the last Papal visit, 
that of Pope John Paul II in 1982, this is a state visit. Pope 
Benedict comes as the guest of the Queen. This means that 
he comes not just to visit Catholics but the people of these 
islands in general. He will be welcomed by the Queen in 
Scotland  at  the  Palace  of  Holyrood  on  Thursday  16th 

September.  That  evening  he  flies  to  London,  and  on  Friday  he  will  address  a  gathering  of 
politicians and others in Westminster Hall,  and celebrate Evening Prayer in Westminster Abbey 
with the Archbishop of Canterbury. On Saturday there will be a Prayer Vigil in Hyde Park to which  
Catholic parish groups from all over the country are invited, including our own. The highlight of 
the visit will be the ‘beatification’ of Cardinal John Henry Newman during a Mass at Cofton Park, 
Birmingham, on Sunday morning. The holiness of Newman, who died in 1890, will be officially  
acknowledged by the Church. Then he flies back to Rome from Birmingham on Sunday.

It is a short visit, and security is inevitably tight. If he had been a free agent, it is almost certain that 
he would have wanted to come to Oxford, and to have visited the ‘College’ at Littlemore where  
John Henry Newman, then Vicar of the University Church in Oxford, spent a time of retreat before 
his eventual reception into the Catholic Church in 1845.

Pope  Benedict  has  long  been  particularly  interested  in  this  apparently  rather  obscure  Oxford 
academic  theologian.  A personal  reason  is  Newman’s  teaching  on  the  place  of  the  individual 
conscience.  Newman  once  famously  remarked,  ‘I  will  drink  to  the  Pope,  certainly,  but  to 
conscience first.’ He emphasised that each of us has a personal responsibility for deciding what is  
right or wrong. For Pope Benedict, who grew up under the totalitarian Nazi regime in Germany, 
this emphasis on the freedom of the individual conscience was a liberation.

However one of Newman’s other great concerns was the pursuit of truth. He was utterly opposed to 
the trend, apparent in his own time and rampant today, which believes that it is impossible to speak 
of ‘the truth’; that I can only talk about ‘my truth’ and ‘your truth’. So conscience must be supreme, 
but conscience must also seek to be open to the truth, and to be formed by the truth. Newman also 
anticipated current debates about the relation between religion and science. He saw no problem 
about understanding evolution as part of God’s process of Creation, but even more importantly, he 
was convinced that Christianity had nothing to fear from the pursuit of truth in science or any other  
discipline. In the end there could be no contradiction between the truth of God, the truth of faith 
and the truth uncovered by human research. Newman suffered considerable rejection in his own 
time. He was in fact ahead of his time, and indeed has proved, and is about to be honoured, as a  
man very much for our time.

— Fr Paul King
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The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

During September there will be Mass on Mondays 13th & 27th only.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

6 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
mailto:nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


7



The Few: A celebration of the Battle of Britain
As most readers will be aware, July this year was the 70th Anniversary of the beginning of the 
Battle of Britain. Whilst not given the same prominence in our schools as the defeat of the Spanish 
Armada or the Battle of Trafalgar, this incredible victory over 114 days in the summer of 1940 was 
a far more significant turning point in this country’s history.

Seventy years ago Britain was faced with the first real threat of invasion since Napoleonic times. 
On 10th May 1940 Hitler  attacked the West,  overwhelming the stunned Allies with violent and 
apparently unstoppable  blitzkrieg (lightning war). Echoing moves made in the First World War, 
German forces advanced through Holland, into Belgium and over the French border.  Shocking 
though this was, the real point for the main attack had been cleverly disguised. Panzergruppe von  
Kleist (Panzer  Corps  commanded  by  General  Ewald von  Kleist)  negotiated  the  supposedly 
impassable Ardennes,  thus  outflanking the much-vaunted Maginot  Line,  and raced towards the 
Channel. Within just six weeks 330,000 Allied troops had to be evacuated from Dunkirk, leaving 
behind all their heavy weapons and armour, and France, historically one of the worlds greatest 
military  powers  had  surrendered.  The  unthinkable  had  happened  and  with  America  remaining 
neutral Britain stood alone against the might of Hitler’s Germany. As Winston Churchill said, “The 
Battle of France is over. I expect the Battle of Britain is about to begin.”

On 16th July 1940 Hitler made his intentions clear. “As England, in spite of her hopeless military  
position, has so far shown herself unwilling to come to any compromise, I have decided to begin  
preparations for, and if necessary, carry out the invasion of England.” But before Hitler could 
deliver the final blow (Operation Sealion), he had to have mastery of the air above Britain.

Reichsmarschall Hermann Goring was supremely confident 
he would soon destroy the RAF, saying  “My Luftwaffe is  
invincible… and now we turn to England, how long will  
this one last? Two or three weeks?” This confidence was 
quite  understandable,  as the RAF could muster  only 650 
fighter aircraft and was outnumbered by the Luftwaffe four 
to one.

There were however three important factors to add to this 
equation:  the  development  of  radar  giving  Britain’s  air 
defences  a  decisive  advantage,  the  Spitfire  fighter 
(pictured), which was more versatile than both the German 
Me 109s and Me 110s, and perhaps most importantly the 
skill and bravery of the RAF’s young pilots.

The air battle proper began 10th July 1940, and at its height the RAF was losing five pilots per day. 
But, as the weeks went by, the supply of new aircraft reached 400 per month and because of this 
and the cool professionalism shown by the RAF’s pilots, German loses increased dramatically from 
the beginning of August. The culmination came on 15 th September, the Luftwaffe’s blackest day, 
when 185 aircraft  were destroyed,  176 shot  down by RAF fighters.  Just  two days  later  Hitler 
cancelled Operation Sealion indefinitely.

Over those 16 weeks the Luftwaffe had lost 1,733 aircraft. Although victorious, the RAF had lost 
915 and with them 544 aircrew. They were immortalised by Winston Churchill’s “Never in the field  
of human conflict has so much been owned by so many to so few.”  Douglas  Bader added,  “The 
Battle of Britain was not won by Malan, Stanford-Tuck and me, who got all the accolades, it was  
the kids of 19 or 20 who maybe shot nothing down or just one before being killed themselves.”

Although sadly ‘The Few’ are fading fast, our debt to these brave young men remains.

— George Ross
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Kennington Festival Group

This friendly group of over 60’s meets every other Monday for a social get-together in the Village 
Centre. We have a short game of Bingo with Tea and Cakes afterwards. It gives us a chance to meet 
old friends and new people. We would love to see you there so please come along and visit us any 
afternoon. You may find you enjoy it and then decide to become a regular member.

Next meetings, 2–4 pm: 13th September, 27th September, 11th October, 25th October

Transport is available for those with mobility problems. Just let us know and one of our voluntary  
drivers will pick you up.

Contact Margaret on 01865730353 for more information.

Three Parishes Pilgrimage 2010

There was strong representation from all  three parishes for the Three Parishes Pilgrimage,  and 
especially relative to congregation size, from Sunningwell. The first hour and a half of the coach 
trip to Salisbury was uneventful, but the skills and humour of Terry the Plastows coach driver were 
sorely tested on the steep narrow bends to Old Sarum. After he had executed his 25-point turn in the 
car park the majority walked by the river to Salisbury, where we enjoyed an excellent lunch at 

Sarum College in the cathedral close, followed 
by a tour of the cathedral.

John  Jewell’s  grave  unfortunately  had  been 
partially  covered  by  furniture.  However,  the 
beautiful  large  new  bronze  font  was  worth  a 
visit on its own. The clear waters mirrored the 
windows and ceiling and only Pam and Em (and 
others!)  practising  baptisms  disturbed  them. 
Later, at the profoundly uplifting evensong, the 
Dean blessed the seven choristers leaving, and 
both  girls  and  boys  choirs  sang  “Zadok the 
Priest.”  It  made a  fitting  end to  a  memorable 
day  out.  Em’s  commitment  to  driving  to 
Salisbury for the day was much appreciated.

Fifteen of us, including Pam, stayed the night in 
Sarum College.  After  meeting  the  next  morning  by the  Elisabeth  Frink statue  of  the  walking 
Madonna,  and  saying  a  prayer,  we  set  off  down the  Avon  Valley  Path  towards  Christchurch. 
Highlights of our 3-day journey included smoked salmon and scrambled egg for breakfast, splendid 
gentle walking through Avon water meadows and New Forest heath and woodland, finding the path 
through a maize “maze”, with the aid of Bill Hunwick’s compass, successfully extricating Brenda 
Groth from a cattle grid and great chat and companionship along the way.

On arrival in Christchurch we enjoyed a pre-opening visit to the new water park, where James 
Leonard entertained us all on the pump, sluices and Archimedes screw, sighting a hippo in the 
harbour, and the best meal of the trip at The Ship Inn, organised by Rosey Hollinrake. Our outing 
was brought to a fitting end with the Thursday morning communion in the fantastic setting of 
Christchurch.

Many thanks to everyone involved in organising the trip, and especially to Gill Cox, whose idea it 
was, and who had all the hassle of organising the accommodation en route.
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Kennington for Fairtrade

This year has been fairly big for Fairtrade in Kennington. As advertised in the July/August issue of 
the Chronicle we have completed the main criteria for getting Fairtrade status for Kennington. We 
hope to be able to celebrate "Fairtrade for Kennington" before the end of the year.

Meanwhile, here's a little quiz for you. How much of the cost of a banana (priced at 30p and not 
Fairtrade) goes to the supermarket? How much goes to the person who picked the banana?

I recently played this game with some kids. One kid pretended to be the supermarket, one the 
importer and ripener, one the shipper, one the plantation owner and one the banana picker. Using 
information  from  www.cafod.org.uk,  they  each  made  a  case  for  how much  of  the  profit  they 
thought that they deserved. I don't remember all the numbers, but I think that they each asked for 
enough money to price the banana at 90p instead of 30p!

After some negotiations we got the price of the banana back down to 30p and then compared our 
answers with real life. Of a regular banana 13p goes to the supermarket, 7p to the ripener, 4p to the  
shipper, 5p to plantation and just 1p goes to the picker. With a Fairtrade banana the numbers aren't  
very different: the banana might be a fraction dearer with the extra going either to pickers directly 
or going to improve their environment through education, housing or sanitation.

We in K4F believe that buying Fairtrade is worth the effort because it makes the world a better 
place. We can give you a more tips on how to swap to Fairtrade products and 
join the Fairtrade community if you call 321044 for Robin Mason or 739229 
for Brenda Groth.

There  are  more  details  about  Fairtrade  producers  and  Fairtrade  villages  at 
www.fairtrade.org.uk.

The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning

You are invited to join the

World’s Biggest Coffee Morning

‘be part of it’

Methodist Church Upper Road, Friday 24th September 2010, 10:00 am to 12:00 noon

Raffle — Cakes — White Elephant — Refreshments

Supporting Macmillan Cancer Support

Further details from Pam Forster on 01865 421859
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Ready for Rainbows?

If your daughter is between her fifth and seventh birthday she will be very welcome at  
Rainbows. As our Centenary Year enters its last few months we are planning more 
activities  and  celebrations  based  on Rainbows’ themes  of  Love,  Laugh,  Look and 
Learn.

Join  us  at  the  Methodist  Church,  Upper  Road on Mondays  4:30–5:30  pm.  More  details  from 
Pauline Robinson on 01865 453791.

Garden Competition 2010
Kennington Parish Council

The Annual Garden Competition took place on Saturday 10th July.

The winners were as follows.

The ‘Geoffrey Blackman Cup’ for best front garden

1st Kathy & Mike Bennett of 54 Kennington Road

2nd Pauline & Peter Anderson of 15 Playfield Road

3rd Ruby & Pat Lemke of 78 Kennington Road

Best Hanging Basket

John Sansome of The Old Dairy, Bagley Wood Road

Best Business Premises

Edith Court

This year we tried a different method of selecting the finalist by using local people to carry out the  
preliminary judging on the Friday night. We feel this was a great success and will be repeating the 
format next year.

The Judges and the Parish Council congratulate all the people of the parish who have taken the time 
to make our village a pleasant place to live.

Well Done

For a full result sheet please ring 01865 730353 or email peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Peter Biggs
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

The Choirs’ two concert performances of  Dearest Heart, a new musical play telling the story of 
Gilbert  &  Sullivan,  held  in  the  Methodist  Church  Hall  at  the  beginning  of  July,  raised  the 
phenomenal total of £10,358.26. This was made up of a cash collection of £1,212.06 with Gift Aid 
of £186.20, plus an anonymous gift of £7,000 with Gift Aid of £1,960.00. Four other concerts in  
Abingdon,  Witney, Oxsrad and  Brill raised another £2,000.00, making the overall  total  well  in 
excess of

£12,000.00

It was a fascinating show, very different from our normal Gilbert & Sullivan operas, but containing 
music from nearly all of them. We would like to thank everyone who worked so hard and gave so 
very generously. The Kennington total went to this year’s Kennington Overseas Aid Project in Peru. 
The other collections were shared between Christian Aid, Mencap and Oxsrad.

After a well-deserved holiday, the Choirs this month are starting to rehearse Haydn’s Creation for 
a  concert  in  St  Swithun’s Church on  Sunday afternoon,  17th October. The choirs  are  always 
looking for new singers, and if you would like to share in this concert with them, rehearsals start on 
Friday 17th September in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road from 7:45 to 10 pm and then 
on each following Friday evening. There are no auditions or subscriptions, and library copies will 
be available.

For more information, give Trevor Cowlett a ring on 01865 735885. You can also visit our website 
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.

You will be made most welcome.

KADS News

Wantage Stage Musical Company recently held a talent competition for artists in Oxfordshire and 
surrounding counties entitled “THE OX FACTOR” with auditions held in May and July. KADS 
decided to enter as a choir with its rendition of “LEAN ON ME,” and won through to the finals 
held at The Cornerstone Didcot on 6th August.

There were 12 finalists made up of vocalists of various ages, an amazing young piano player, a 
young harpist, several guitar players, three lady belly dancers and the KADS choir. It was a long 
day with technical rehearsals and several runs through. Eventually, the competition started at 7:30. 
As we were not competing until the second half it was along wait, but finally it was our turn and we 
all threw ourselves into the challenge. After a nail-biting wait the judges gave their verdict and we 
were thrilled to be crowned OX FACTOR CHAMPIONS 2010. It was a wonderful experience for 
us all and we enjoyed performing outside Kennington. Our thanks go to everyone involved for their 
hard work.

Come along  and see  KADS performing in  “’AVIN’ ANOTHER SING SONG” at  Kennington 
Village Centre on 16–18th September. Tickets from K Card on 01865 739025.

See page 24 for details.
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Kennington Overseas Aid 2010
Supporting Practical Action in Peru

We have had a very successful summer of events, blessed by good weather, 
and we thank everyone who has contributed in any way. We say a special 
thank-you to the United Choirs who raised a magnificent amount with their 
performances of the Gilbert and Sullivan story. The children who contributed 
to the “Kids for KOA” concert were wonderful and give us all a great sense 
of optimism for the future of entertainment in Kennington! Many thanks too 
to everyone who supported the shop by donating items for sale and spending 
money. The full result of the shop will be available next month.

We are now nearing the end of our programme of events for 
this year. The final result will be announced at our AGM on 
Thursday  18  th   November  at  8     pm   in  St  Swithun’s  Church 
Hall.

News  from the  2008  project  in  the  Sudan:  The  children’s 
ward  at  Goli hospital  now  has  been  completed  and  was 
formally opened in June. It has taken a long time because of 
the difficulties faced in a post-conflict situation and it is quite 
an achievement to have got this far. There is now a plaque on 
the wall to show that Kennington contributed to the building 
of the ward.

Brenda Groth (739229) Halcyon Leonard (452783)
KOA Chair 2010 www.koa.org.uk Vice Chair

Kennington Women’s Institute WI
July 2010

After  various  items  of  business  at  our  July  meeting,  Mr  Steve  Moll  gave  an 
interesting illustrated talk on ‘the incredible world of the honeybee.’ This talk was 
particularly appropriate at this time because of the real danger presently facing the 
survival of our honeybees.

For our summer outing, a number of our members had a very enjoyable afternoon at the Aston 
Pottery, which is near  Bampton. After having a very informative talk and demonstration on the 
processes and methods of production of their pottery, our ladies enjoyed a tasty cream tea in the 
country café attached to the showroom. There was then time to browse around the shop, which had 
a lovely display of gifts, jewellery, soft furnishing and home accessories. Transport to and from the 
venue was thoughtfully provided by those members with their own cars.

Our meeting on Wednesday 8th September will include a talk by Gillian Cane entitled, “It’s a Girl’s 
Life in the Army.” The time – 7:15 pm. The venue – Village Centre.

We look forward to welcoming visitors and friends on that evening.
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Luke’s Fund

Table Top Sale on Saturday 16th October in the Village Centre

Tables £5

To book a table or for further information please
ring Margaret on 01865730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

    

Kennington Library Newsletter
Dear villager,

We hope that you had an excellent summer holidays and found lots of time to read for pleasure.

We had a good take up to our Children Summer Reading Challenge, the fun and out of the world 
SPACE HOP. We have 110 Space Cadets that have started to read 6 books each and offer books 
reviews for the creation of the “Lunar Library”. There is plenty of time to complete or even start the 
challenge before we have to get “Back to Earth” on Saturday 18th September.

Kennington Library, with the support of the Friends of Kennington Library, will 
have a Medal and Award Children Party for all the space cadets and their parents 
who have complete the challenge by the 18th September.

The children’s party will be Saturday 25th September at 11 am in the Village 
Hall.

Many thanks to the Friends of Kennington library for providing the refreshment at all our children’s 
activities this summer.

For  our  under-5  readers  and  their  parents  and  grandparents,  I  am  pleased  to  announce  that 
Rhymetime is back the third Wednesday of the month, so 15th September at 11 am.

I am delighted to have the regular help of  Isobel from the “Jack & Jill” club again thanks to the 
Friends of Kennington Library. The theme this month is “Back to Earth”.

As for our grown-up readers, on top of our regular services, our social and literary Wednesdays 
morning will  return in  October.  Look out  for the details  in  next  monthly newsletter.  A special 
Family learning event is already booked for Wednesday 13th October…

Wednesday 15th September at 7:30 pm, Abingdon Library will hold an Author Event, “Dampers, 
Dogfights  and  Doodlebugs.”  Two  authors,  Janie Hampton  and  Kate  Moore,  mark  the  70th 

anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Britain  and  the  100th anniversary  of  the  Girl  Guides.  Tickets  £3 
(includes a glass of wine and £3 off both books on the evening) from 01235 525880 or 520374.

Meanwhile,  it  is  unclear  how  the  cuts  in  Oxfordshire  county  council  services  will  affect  the 
Kennington library. Please express your views to our county councillor and/or at the “big debate” 
by visit the website www.oxfordshire.gov.uk before any decision is taken (end of October) because 
prevention is easier than cure.

Thank you for your support,

Dominique & Staff

Kennington Library 01865 730763 — www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Memories of the Kennington Cold Storage Depot

This depot, a rather austere building, was built in 1942 by the International Storage Company, and 
operated for the Ministry of Food. It was built adjacent to the railway line on the land where now 

the houses of Otters Reach and Riverside stand. It was 
one of a string of depots set  up by The Ministry of 
Defence  to  supply meat  to  the Army and Air  Force 
stations in their particular area. It was a secure, thick 
concrete  building  surrounded  by  a  high  brick  wall 
topped by barbed wire. The entrance was through two 
iron  gates,  and a  Gatehouse,  which was manned 24 
hours daily by three  Gatemen (local civilians) doing 
eight-hour  shifts  each.  Their  job  was  to  ensure  that 
only authorised vehicles and personnel were allowed 
onto the premises, and during night-shifts to patrol the 
building  regularly  and  report  any  suspicious 
circumstances to the local police.

When the building was completed in 1942, I was the first person to be interviewed and accepted on 
to the office staff. I remember being seated in front of the small phone exchange, which only had 
about 10 extensions, and ‘praying’ that it  wouldn’t ring as I had never even answered a phone 
before!  But  after  patient  instruction  from the  Chief  Clerk,  I  soon got  the  hang of  it  and was 
regularly making calls to our Head Office at Reading, and the various Army and Air Force camps 
that we supplied with meat. This came in frozen carcasses of beef, lamb, pork and chicken, brought 
in by train direct from the docks on a special branch line direct to the platforms, unloaded by the 
Cold Room workers and checked in by two women Checkers. This was a very cold job especially 
in winter, and they were always glad when the load was all checked and they could come into our 
office for a warm up!

The  meat  was  loaded  on  steel  pallets 
and wheeled into the Freezer Rooms—
huge  thick  concrete  places,  kept  at 
temperatures well below freezing. This 
was  hard,  cold  work,  and  the  only 
protection the workers  had were thick 
leather aprons and gloves. At first there 
were  about  20  men  employed  on this 
job,  but  later,  as  the  store  became 
busier,  about  10  Italian  POW’s  were 
enlisted  to  help  out.  These  were 
“Trustees”  and came in  an  open lorry 
from  their  camp  in  Oxford.  They 
worked  well  and  were  soon  accepted 
into the workforce. In their break times 
they often provided entertainment with 
an impromptu ‘sing song’ as they all seemed to have good voices and enjoyed singing their Italian 
songs, as well as some English ones which they had “picked up’—one of their favourites being 
“Two lovely Black Eyes,” much to the amusement of their fellow English workers!

At the far  end of the Store was the canteen,  where a  local  man,  Mr James,  was employed as 
Manager, and supplied hot drinks, snacks, such as toasted sandwiches in breaks and lunch hour, and 
also hot  dinners  for those who lived too far  away to get  home and back,  the Chief  Clerk Mr 
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Hawkins and Engineer Mr Johnston amongst them. My job in the office, as well as the phone, was 
costing and invoicing the loads of meat supplied to various camps around. These were collected by 
the servicemen in their own vehicles, and the previously ‘quiet’ roads of Kennington were kept 
busy with ‘trucks’ coming and going, especially when a train load of meat had arrived, and the 
stations were waiting for their ‘rations.’

Shortly after America joined the war, they also set up camps in the area and obtained their meat 
supplies from our Store. They had their own representative in charge, an Army Sergeant, whose 
office was a section of our main office partitioned off for his own use. This also increased road 
traffic in the village and their Jeeps became a familiar  sight, with the Tandem being a popular 
stopping place! Weekends also saw an influx of uniformed personnel at the Village Hall Saturday 
Night Dance, where they introduced the “Jitterbug” to the locals—it quickly became a favourite 
with the ‘young and active,’ but sometimes frowned upon by the older generation as not being 
classed as ‘proper’ dancing!

By this  time the Office Staff  had increased to four,  plus the Checkers,  and we were kept well 
occupied when a load had come in from Avonmouth Docks. There were slack periods when we 
usually found ways of occupying our time, exchanging news and views etc.  We were all  good 
friends and became like a family as time went on. Often we would watch with sadness as the Red 
Cross trains passed slowly by, full of wounded personnel on their way to hospitals in the area. 
Although bandaged and often very ill, they always managed a smile and wave when they saw us—
it brought the war very close to see such sights.

Another ‘memory’ is of frequent power cuts when the heating pipes round the office remained icy 
cold for many hours, and we would don hats, scarves and coats in an effort to keep warm, as our  
office was a large building with three doors constantly in use. Typing became a difficult job at those 
times, with cold frozen fingers and no electric machines or computers to make life easier!

As  the  war  came  to  an  end  in  1945, 
work at the Store gradually diminished 
as  Servicemen  were  demobbed,  and 
American  personnel  returned  to  their 
own country,  but  it  was  still  used  for 
meat until the early 50’s.

Shortly  after  I  left  in  1953,  the  Cold 
rooms  were  cleared  and  the 
temperatures  adjusted  to  well  above 
freezing,  and  for  a  time  hired  out  to 
local apple growers to store their fruit 
over  the  winter  months.  I  don’t  think 
this  proved  very  successful  and  the 

Store was finally closed about two years later, eventually being demolished—which incidentally 
took a lot longer than anticipated, owing to its solid concrete construction!

Although the Cold Store was only in existence for under 20 years, I feel it played an important part 
in keeping our Servicemen in the area well supplied with their necessary meat rations.

I have related as much as I can remember about our work at the depot, as I feel that there are not 
many people now who remember, or even know it existed!

A little bit of the “forgotten” history of Kennington, of which I feel proud to have played a part.

— Muriel Woodruff
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Parish Council Matters

July 2010 Meeting

The  members  of  the  Parish  Council  were 
saddened to hear of the death of one of their 
longest  serving  councillors,  Michael  Holland, 
in June. He had been a councillor since 1976 
with one break of service from 1991 to 1998. 
The  Chairman  paid  tribute  to  his  work  as  a 
councillor  and  led  a  minute’s  silence  to  his 
memory. The vacancy on the council would be 
advertised in August.

A letter had been received from Network Rail 
to  say  that  the  work  to  replace  the  railway 
bridge at Redbridge on the old Abingdon Road 
would  take  place  from November  2010  until 
March 2011. It explained that that the route into 
Oxford would be closed to vehicles for the five 
months.  Cllr.  Fatemian  said  he  had  been 
informed  that  there  would  be  a  temporary 
pedestrian  and  cycle  bridge.  Network  Rail 
would take down the old bridge between 23:00 
on 24th December to 05:00 on 27th December. 
Work would be happening at night as well as in 
the daytime so people at the north end of the 
village  might  be  disturbed  by  it.  They  could 
only work when there were no trains running if 
they needed to be near the tracks. They would 
try to keep noise levels down.

On 28th June 2010 there was a fire at the Links 
play area. Someone had set alight to tyres near 
the Twinfly equipment and the bark had caught 
light and the nearby bench had been burnt. The 
police  had  been  informed  and  they  were 
pursuing a number of witnesses to the incident. 
The missing swing had been installed but it was 
too high. Still to be rectified was the lining of 
the bark pit under the nest swing. A number of 
people had applied for the position of Play Area 
Warden  and  interviews  would  take  place  in 
July.  The Clerk  was trying  to  source  suitable 
fencing to prevent dogs entering the play area 
from the Memorial Field.

A number of councillors met the young people 
at  Forest  Side.  Everyone agreed that  that  the 
site behind the trees was suitable for a dirt cycle 
track. The Clerk had heard from the agent for St 

John’s College that they were considering the 
request.  The  Clerk  had  spoken  to  the 
Community  Development  Adviser  from  the 
Oxfordshire Playing Field Association who had 
offered to assist with advice on the dirt track. 
He would need a preliminary design.

There  was  a  constructive  meeting  with  the 
contact  manager  about  the  verge  and  playing 
field grass cutting contract. The cutting seemed 
to have stabilised and was of better quality. The 
Amenities Committee would review the areas 
to be cut in August and the contract would be 
advertised again in September.

The Clerk had requested a set of the waste bins 
for  display  in  the  Village  Hall.  She  had 
enquired  about  bins  for  the  pavilions  on  the 
Playing Fields and enquired about how waste at 
the cemetery would be handled.

Mrs Pam Johnston
Clerk to the Council

Flag Days 2010

September
No flag days

October
No flag days

Dates of Council Meetings
September 2010

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 9th September at 7:30 pm.

Saturday Office: 4th September 10–11 am.

The Amenities Committee will meet on
Tuesday 7th September at 7:30 pm.

The Planning Committee meets
Tuesday 7th September at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan, which may be within days 

of notification. Therefore, please call the Clerk 
immediately if you want to make a comment. 
Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the 
clerk or on-line at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

All meetings are normally held in the 
Village Centre and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: September 2010 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events

Saturday 11th September 2010 Village Centre, doors open at 2:15 pm

Annual Show of Flowers Fruit & Vegetables

Also… handicraft, cookery, photography and children’s classes

Admission 50p, children under 16 free

Do come along to this very interesting and sociable afternoon.

Sunday 17th October 2010: Coach outing to Thenford House, near Banbury.

Home of Lord and Lady Heseltine

The arboretum at Thenford House covers 64 acres with 3,500 different types of trees and shrubs. 
The arboretum has many features including medieval  fish ponds,  an eighteenth century walled 
garden and extensive ponds and lakes. The grounds are only opened four times a year by special  
arrangement. Our visit will be from 2 pm to 5:30 pm. Lord and Lady Heseltine and their gardeners 
will be available to answer questions. The entrance fee of £10 for this year’s chosen charity will be 
donated to Middleton Cheney Pre-School (for building works).

Bookings are now being taken for this outing; please telephone the treasurer on 730961. The all-
inclusive cost is £21 per person and £22 for non-members, payable at the time of booking. The 
coach will depart from Manor Grove at 12:45 pm calling at bus stops through the village. Estimated 
return  time  to  Kennington  is  6:30 pm.  Please  note  that  the  names  of  those  attending  must  be 
submitted to Thenford House one week before the outing.

Wednesday 27 October 2010: 7:30 pm Village Centre

An illustrated talk by Mr D B Iles entitled “Birds of Prey.”

Wednesday 17 November 2010: 7:30 pm Village Centre

AGM and illustrated talk by Timothy Walker. Title to be confirmed.

Entry fee for both talks is £2 per member, £3 non-members.

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. 

Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 41).

Olive Peart

Olive Peart, for many years an infant teacher and deputy head at Kennington School, lived here 
from the 1940’s. She taught many people and their children, and was greatly respected and loved.

Olive died peacefully in her sleep on Thursday 15th July in Witney, aged 94.

— Jean Crozier
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Kennington Link WI
July 2010 Meeting

Our speaker this month was a young man from the Trading Standards Service who 
gave a particularly useful and enlightening talk on how to avoid being a victim of crime 
in the home. He related horror stories of doorstep crimes – the cold callers, bogus tradesmen and 
distraction burglars, but these days there are many other scams which come via the phone, post or 
e-mail. Several valuable tips were given on how to avoid being a target. Notable examples were 
never to return unwanted junk mail and to steer well clear of notices offering free inspections or 
cheap rates for pensioners. Although the Trading Standards manage to track down many confidence 
tricksters they can seldom recover a victim’s money once it has been paid.

However, it was reassuring to learn that there is a ‘Buy with Confidence’ scheme ( 0845 051 0845 
or  www.buywithconfidence.gov.uk)  whereby tradesmen are  vetted  by Trading Standards  before 
their name is added to the list, and this information is available to the public.

The speaker  had given us  much helpful  advice  and Mrs  Sheila  Prior  thanked him for  a  very 
informative talk as she presented him with a small gift as a token of our appreciation.

Mrs Betty Tapping was thanked for providing the lovely plant which graced the President’s Table. 
This was given to Rosalie Whiteley in gratitude of the many tasks she carries out for the Institute.

The August Coffee Morning provided a relaxed setting as members, friends and visitors enjoyed a 
sociable time together. A large array of raffle prizes attracted eager customers but for anyone not 
lucky enough to win a prize there were many bargains to be snapped up on the Bring & Buy.

The next meeting will be on 1st September when Mr Brian Lowe will speak on ‘C.S. Lewis in 
Oxford’.

Harvest Hop

Dancing to Jonny and the Jive Tones 50s and 60s music

St Swithun’s School Junior Hall, Saturday 2nd October, 8:00–11:30 pm

Bar available

Tickets £10 including a super supper available from 739979 or 730950

Proceeds in aid of St Swithun's Church Funds

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library.

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

Extra articles too large or too late for publication also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last notification: NHS “Have Your Say”, Oxfordshire Museum.
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Together we can tackle climate change
The second of an occasional series from the United Sustainable Energy Agency, www.usea.org.uk.

The scientific evidence is clear. Human CO2 emissions are accelerating climate change. We all need 
to reduce the emissions for which we are personally responsible by burning less fuel.

So what can be done to reduce your household’s carbon dioxide emissions?

Space Heating

• Insulate your loft & cavity walls. It is more affordable than you think.

• Turn down your heating thermostat to between 18–21°C.

Car Travel

• Cut your top speed. Consumption decreases significantly above 50 mph.

• Plan your route to avoid congestion or getting lost.

• Use public transport including park & ride wherever practical.

Air Travel

• Avoid unnecessary short haul flights.

• Explore train, boat and coach options.

Water Heating

• Use the programmer. This will preheat water only for when you need it.

• Shower rather than bathe—it uses less hot water.

• Install an A rated boiler when the old one becomes unreliable.

One of the easiest ways to cut household CO2 emissions is to fully insulate your home. Insulation 
lets you reduce the amount of fuel you need to burn to keep your home warm. All this saved fossil  
fuel would otherwise produce some 35 tonnes of CO2 over a 40 year period. Grants and discounts 
are available for loft and cavity wall insulation. Over-70s may even get the work done FREE.

Free, impartial, advice on reducing your carbon footprint: The Energy Saving Trust 0800 512 012.
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Kennington History Society

The History Society’s July event was an outstanding illustrated talk by  Simon Wenham entitled 
‘The History of Salter’s Steamers.’ Simon, who is completing a doctorate at Oxford University, 
told the family story of Salter’s of Oxford, the Thames boating firm over its century of evolution 
1858 to 1960. This subject attracted, as expected, a bumper audience with many new faces. They 
were not disappointed. The content of the talk was very detailed and interesting as Simon based his 
presentation on the research he had completed as part of his University studies.

Later in the month a small group of members enjoyed a guided History Walk around the village of 
Marcham, led by local resident Christine Whild. Not only did we have a fascinating walk around 
the  historic  parts  of  the  village,  accompanied  by  Christine’s  amusing  and  knowledgeable 
commentary, but also at the end of the evening Christine took us to her home, served home made 
refreshments, read two of her poems and delighted us with stories of her son who fought in the 
‘Falklands’ and is now Captain of HMS Victory.

‘This Month’s Events’

Whilst  not  strictly  a  Society  event,  the 
Chairman, with the help of Rosemary Aldgate of 
Kennington  Health  Walks,  will  be  leading  a 
Local  History  Walk around  Kennington on 
Sunday  12th September  2010.  The  two  mile 
walk  around  places  of  historic  interest  in  the 
village  will  take  approximately  one  hour  and 
those  wishing  to  come  should  meet  at  the 
Village Centre Car Park at 11:00 am.

Following the summer break, the History Society’s regular monthly meetings return on  Monday 
20th September 2010 at  7:45 pm in the  Methodist Church with an illustrated talk by  Graham 
Kirby entitled ‘Out of this World: The Wonders of the Universe via the Hubble Telescope.’

At the end of a busy month the History Society’s coach visit  to  Worcester will take place on 
Thursday 23rd September 2010. The coach will be leaving Manor Grove at  9:30 am picking up 
from the bus stops and the western side of the main roads through the village. The coach will return 
to Kennington at 7:00 pm. At we go to press there are still one or two seats available. To book a 
place please ring 01865 739208 or 01865 730321.

‘next month’

On Monday 15th November 2010 in the Methodist Church at 7:45 pm there will be a talk entitled 
‘The History of Oxford City Police’ given by local expert Geoff Rose, who has written a book on 
the subject.

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome at £2.50.

George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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Village Diary

Fixed Weekly Meetings

Mon & Thu Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am
Tue Weightwatchers Evening St Swithun’s School 6:30 pm
Tue & Thu Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am
Wed to 15 September Kennington Jogging Group “Run in England” Phone Anna 01235 540377 7–8 pm
Fri Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30, 4:30, 5pm

September 2010

Wed 1 Kennington Link WI CS Lewis in Oxford Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sat 4 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Wed 8 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 9 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Tue 14 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 15 Short Service Edith Court 10:30 am
Thu 16 Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm
Fri 17 First Rehearsal: United Choirs: Haydn’s Creation Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Sun 19 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 20 Kennington History: Hubble Telescope Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 21 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Thu 23 Kennington History Society trip to Worcester starts Manor Grove 9:30 am
Fri 24 Coffee Morning for McMillan Nurses Methodist Hall 10 am
Sat 25 KOA Concert & Supper Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sun 26 Harvest Thanksgiving Methodist Church 10:30 am
Mon 27 Monday Circle: Call my Bluff Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Thu 30 Faith in the Modern World: Buddhism Good Shepherd Church 8–9 pm

October 2010

Wed 6
Kennington Link WI

I’m Not Really Old—It’s These Trousers
Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 9 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am

Tue 12
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 13 Kennington WI: Visual Tour of the Universe Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 14 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 17
Service

Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Horticultural Outing to Thenford House
Mon 18 History Society: History of Parks & Gardens Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Wed 27
Kennington WI: Winter Warming Lunch Methodist Hall 12 noon–2 pm
Kennington Horticultural Birds of Prey Village Centre 7:30 pm
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