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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
The other week, I did something I have never done before… I turned up unexpected for dinner at a
colleague’s house. I had a suspicion that something was not quite right as, running 20 minutes late
and struggling to find the house, I called my colleague, only to be told that he wasn’t there, but
would be back by 9:00 pm. Resisting the urge to give up there and then, we eventually found the
house, and drove up the driveway. We were met by my colleague at the car, and I rolled down my
window and said something like, “I have a feeling you might not be expecting us…” “How lovely
to see you” was the response. I persisted, feeling more than a little awkward about just turning up
and said, “But you’re not expecting us?” “Well,” he replied, “it was supposed to be tomorrow, but
this works so much better.” I have never felt so socially awkward, but our host’s graciousness
overcame that and we were ushered into a wonderful old farmhouse, and made to feel enormously
welcome with a delicious dinner put together on the spot by my colleague’s wife.
This month we celebrate Harvest, and it occurs to me that Harvest gives us the opportunity to
consider how we deal with the unexpected. At Harvest time we have the opportunity to be grateful
for unexpected gifts. Or perhaps more specifically, to view things that we would ordinarily take for
granted, as gifts. The beauty of the changing leaves, the joyous sparkle in a child’s eye, the
company of friends, the hedgerows laden with fruit, these and so many more can bring us great joy
when we stop to appreciate them as a gift.
But for others, the unexpected at Harvest can bring about heartache. The unexpected failure of
crops. The unpredictable change in weather resulting in floods or drought and the destruction of
livelihoods. As much as we have to be grateful for, millions of others have much to deal with that is
heartbreaking and life-threatening. Harvest provides the opportunity for us to think about our
involvement, however small, in the lives of these people, as we consider the charities we support,
the products we buy, the prayers we offer.
Why not take the opportunity on Sunday 3rd October to come to our special Harvest Service, to
meet with God, who is Lord of all, bringing him the joys and sorrows of your life, of our world, and
finding him in the unexpected.
— Em Coley
Services in October
Sun 3rd

9:30 am Harvest Communion—something for all ages
6:00 pm Harvest Communion Celebration, St James the Less, Radley

Sun 10th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 24th

9:30 am Parish Communion
11:00 am All Age Service with Baptism
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 17th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 31st

9:30 am Parish Communion
4–6 pm Party of Light (4–11 year olds)

Harvest will be celebrated on Sunday 3rd October at 9:30am, with provision for all ages. Do come
along.
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Children’s Church
Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is an All
Age service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
Minister:
The Revd Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX
01865 763676

Circuit Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH
01865 243216

SERVICES FOR OCTOBER
Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 am.
United Evening Service will be held in the Good Shepherd Roman Catholic
Church on Sunday 10th October at 6:30 pm.
Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 24th October at 10:30 am.
PREACHERS FOR OCTOBER AT 10:30 am WILL BE:
3rd

Jennifer Thompson, from Chalgrove.

10th

Joanna Tulloch, from Headington.
6:30 pm, United Service of Evening Prayer in the Roman Catholic Church of the Good
Shepherd.

17th

MISSION IN BRITAIN SUNDAY. Deacon Stephen Richardson, from Rose Hill.

24th

The Revd John Rowland. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

31st

Café Church. Informal Worship led by the Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies.

The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 am each Sunday morning, and
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for
new residents and visitors to the village.
OTHER DATES FOR OCTOBER
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.
Tuesday 12th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Sunday 17th

The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the Mon Choisy Elderly
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.

Wednesday 20th

Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court at 10:30 am. Do come if you
can.

Thursday 21st

The Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship meets at 8 St
Swithun’s Road at 2:30 pm. Everyone is most welcome.
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COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY 12th OCTOBER from 10 am
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.
Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross, Pam Forster, and Joy
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning
out.’
The August Coffee Morning raised £143.80.
The September Coffee Morning raised £118.87.
The November Coffee Morning will be held Tuesday 9th November at 10 am.
We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.
MONDAY CIRCLE. The Monday Circle will meet Monday 25th October at 7:30 pm in the
Methodist Church. It will be an evening of Members’ Memories. All details from Maizie Johnson
on 01865 454295.
IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private
function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is NOT available for
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday

9:15 am

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

11:15 am

– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday

6:30 pm

– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Churches Together in Kennington
On Saturday 11th September, Roger Dennett and I visited
33 churches and cycled 35 miles. Why this display of
fitness (Hmm!) you may well wonder. We were taking
part in the Historic Churches Trust Ride and Stride, an
event where churches of all denominations all over the
country are open to visitors. It is both a fund raising
opportunity, and a fascinating opportunity to visit and
experience churches in all their different shapes and sizes.
The common denominator was the welcome that we received. Everybody had provided squash or
water for thirsty bikers. But most had gone the extra mile (if you’ll pardon the pun) and had put out
coffee and tea, biscuits, sweeties, and other goodies to provide sustenance and energy. We met
dozens of people with stories to tell about their churches, their communities, the role they were
playing in the areas they lived.
I was struck to consider that all of these churches are ‘home’ to people. They are places where
people meet to talk, and to be quiet, to share joys and sorrows, to open their hearts to God in praise
and in lament. The are places of consolation and adoration, they are places of need and of joy, of
despair and of laughter. And I was reminded of these words I have used as people come up to
receive communion during a service:
Come to this table
bringing your hunger and your emptiness,
for it is here that you will be filled.
Come bringing your weakness
and your lack of faith,
for it is here you will find forgiveness.
Come bringing your fears, your despair,
your darkness,
for it is here you will find light.
I know you will receive as warm a welcome at any of the 3 churches in Kennington that Roger and
I did on our mammoth bike ride, but more than that, you will encounter the love of our Creator
God, who longs to welcome you himself, who longs for you to find a ‘home’ with him.
Churches together events this month:
Sunday 7th November at 5pm, St Swithun’s Church — Fireworks!
— Em Coley
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Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal
We are coming up to the time of year known as Remembrance. We remember those who fought in
wars of long ago and in conflicts still going on. The British Legion supports service men and
women in need, their families and their dependants.
There is, in Kennington, a dedicated band of “Poppy People” who, year after year, turn out to sell
the Remembrance poppies. The years go by, however, and time takes its toll. This means that some
have to give up this work.
We are always in need of new “Poppy People.” Could you help? It doesn’t take long—an hour or
two at the most. The poppy selling time this year is from 30th October to 13th November.
You might have seen poppies worn before the official collecting time by people in the media BUT
poppies cannot be sold House to House outside of this time.
If you would like to become a “Poppy Person” please contact Barbara Boyne 735634 or Sheila and
Michael Prior 739796.

Cenigton History Walk
Around 40 people attended the Kennington History Walk on Sunday 12 th September. Not all were
from Kennington; some came from Oxford, and at least one was all the way from Switzerland
(though she hadn’t come over just for the walk!).
It was fascinating to discover just how much history there is in Kennington. So much so that the
leader, George Ross, had to leave out a fair bit of what he already knew.
I learned, for example, that the bit of Thames to the east of Oxford was where Alice (of Alice in
Wonderland fame) had her first boating trips with Lewis Carroll (Rev Charles Dodgson). If you go
down there, you can still see the steps that led to the ferry that used to take customers to The Swan,
now a private home on the little island. The same river sadly took the life of the adopted son of J M
Barrie, Michael Llewellyn Davies (Peter Pan), whose name joins others on the memorial by the
weir.
We found where Kennington used to have its own golf course, now bounded on one side by a fence
partly made with the struts from WWI plane wings.
The first mention of “Cenigton” (now “Kennington”, of course) was in 821. But pre-Saxon flints,
shards of Roman pottery and a Roman coin from Claudius II’s reign have all been found when
digging foundations. William the Conqueror featured our Village in his 1086 Domesday Book.
From 1086 to 1881, Kennington stayed the same size at 391 acres with 120–130 people; nearly 800
years without change. Now, we have around 4,000 people in Kennington. How suddenly it has
grown!
The school has grown, too. The original school building was built in 1890, and is still in use today
as the Kennington Playgroup.
We heard much more; the walk was fascinating and instructive, and I found it somewhat humbling.
George has said that he will try to hold another next year for the people that lost out this time!
— Paddy Landau
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The Rose Taylor Memorial Christmas Lunch
‘Good News’ — We can announce that, subject to final confirmation of numbers, with the kind
permission of Saïd Business School again, the Charity Christmas Lunch at Egrove Park will be
held on Monday 20th December 2010 at 1:00 pm.
Because of the event’s outstanding popularity, allied to the fact that not everyone in the village
receives their Chronicle on the same day, this arrangement involving early notice of the date when
tickets would go on sale was introduced three years ago.
Tickets for this year’s traditional Christmas Dinner, with all the trimmings including a choice of red
or white wine prepared and served by the School’s renowned catering staff, can be obtained from
10 am Monday 1st NOVEMBER 2010 at a cost of £16.00 from George or Carole Ross at 163
Bagley Close, Kennington.
All of the proceeds from this year’s event (dinner and raffle), in excess of the costs involved, will
be donated to charity in line with the Taylor Family’s wishes. An announcement of the chosen
charity or charities will appear here next month.
As in previous years there is a limited number of tickets available, which cannot be reserved. They
will be sold, as usual, strictly on a ‘first come first served’ basis but not until 10 am Monday 1st
NOVEMBER 2010 please.
N.B. If your are away that day you can of course ask a friend to collect your ticket.
— George & Carole Ross

Headway Oxford
Headway Oxford is a local charity operating from the Good Shepherd Church premises
in Bagley Wood Road. Headway Oxford is affiliated with Headway UK, the national
brain injury association, but is not funded by that organisation and relies entirely on
their own fundraising efforts and donations. Headway Oxford supports individuals and
families affected by Acquired Brain Injury throughout Oxfordshire.
A traumatic brain injury can happen to anyone at any time—through a road traffic
accident, assault, stroke, or illness such as encephalitis. Each year an estimated one million people
attend hospital A&E in the UK following head injury (many more are unreported). Of these around
135,000 will be admitted because of the severity of their injury. At any one time over 500,000
adults of working age are living with long-term disabilities after a head injury in the UK. Locally,
of 1,077 actual hospital admissions, 456 needed on-going longer term support and provision
(figures from Oxfordshire PCT). The effects of brain injury affect every part of life—physical,
cognitive, psychological and social—not only for the individual but for the entire family.
How does Headway Oxford help? Headway can provide extra support and information to the
person with a brain injury and their family throughout their care pathway; during the acute stage in
hospital, through the rehabilitation stage and thereafter at the individual’s home. The centre
provides activities and therapies complementing formal rehabilitation and supporting community
reintegration. Support is given to families and carers, both at the Centre and within the community.
Emotional and psychological support is a valuable part of attending Headway. We have a small
team of volunteers assisting staff, joining in workshops and classes, sharing their own skills with
the group, assisting with mobility and—perhaps most importantly—listening to and talking with
members. We would welcome further support, and invite you to find out more about volunteering
with Headway. Please telephone Nicki on 01865 326263 or write to 4 Bagley Wood Road,
Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PL or email volunteerco-ordinator@headway-oxford.org.uk.
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Kennington Churches Together & Oxford Homeless Pathways
The collection for Oxford Homeless Pathways will be made Sundays 17th & 24th October. We need:
•

Blankets, towels and toiletries

•

For their re-homing project: crockery, pots and pans, cutlery, household linen

•

Food items: cereals, long-life milk, tins of beans and spaghetti, soup, minced beef, Marmite,
breakfast cereals, tuna.

•

Urgently needed: underwear, socks, value toothbrushes

If you cannot leave your donations at one of the Churches in Kennington, please contact one of:
Ann Coulter
01865 739271

David Butler
01865 739487

John Marson
01865 735145

Kennington Parish Council Vacancy
There is a vacancy on the Kennington Parish Council for a councillor to serve until May 2011
following the death of one of the members of the council. This vacancy will be filled by co-option
at the next Parish Council meeting on Thursday 14th October 2010.
Therefore anyone who is an elector living in the village and who would be interested in joining the
Parish Council should apply in writing or email by Thursday 7th October 2010.
In their application they should provide background information on themselves and the reason they
would like to serve on the Parish Council.
Please send applications to the Clerk by Thursday 7th October 2010, by post to
Mrs Pam Johnston, 102 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE,
or by email to kennington.pc@ntlworld.com.

Women v Cancer Cycle Kenya
Charity Registration № 268369
6th–15th November 2011
I am proud to be a member of Women v Cancer—a group of women taking
part in a 250-mile cycle challenge through Kenya to raise money for three
fantastic charities: Breast Cancer Care, Jo’s Trust (fighting cervical cancer),
and Ovarian Cancer Action.
This is a huge personal challenge for me as I am overweight and unfit.
Although November 2011 may seem a long way off I have a lot of fat
busting and muscle crunching to get through.
The minimum each of us needs to raise is £2,800. I pay for my own flight
and costs, so all of the money I raise will go to the three charities. I would
be most grateful if you could dig deep and sponsor me in this challenge.
You can make your donation by either sending me a cheque payable to
Women v Cancer or clicking on www.justgiving.com/Sally-Beauchamp. If
you are a UK taxpayer, please remember to tick the Gift Aid box when
donating so that an extra 25%, plus a 3% supplement, can be added to your
gift at no cost to you.
With very many thanks.
— Sally Beauchamp, Kennington
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will be singing Parts 1 & 2 of Haydn’s
CREATION in St Swithun’s Parish Church on Sunday 17th October at 3 p.m.
Our soloists will be Claire Barratt (Soprano); Ian Barratt (Tenor); and Stephen Barratt (Bass).
The accompanist will be Linda Ang Stoodley and the conductor will be Trevor Cowlett. Entrance
is free, and there will be a collection for the Ellie Lindsay Leg Club Foundation.
Do come and spend a happy afternoon enjoying this delightful music. Everyone is most welcome.
For more information, give Trevor Cowlett a ring on 01865 735885. You can also visit our website
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.
You will be made most welcome.

Luke’s Fund
Table Top Sale
16th October, 10 am–12 noon, Village Centre
Tables £5.00
You can sell anything you like for yourself or your own charity.
We will be having a Cake stall and Raffle.
If you could bake a cake or donate a prize that would be lovely.
Proceeds to the Fund and Paediatric Gastroenterology at the JR.
To book a table or for further information
Please ring Margaret on 01865730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and
in the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Go to On-line Archives.

Extra articles too large or too late for publication also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: ORCC News Bulletin, Headway Newsletter.
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Parish Council Matters
September 2010 Meeting
The new play warden started work on 26 th July.
He is responsible for ensuring the Links and the
Forest Side play areas are litter free, the bark
and sand raked, and the equipment safe.
Already there is a marked improvement at both
sites. The mechanism at the top of Twinfly had
become detached and the company Proludic has
fitted a new unit. The cutting around the
equipment and on the bank will be covered as
part of the new grass cutting contract in the
following season. Dog proof fencing will be
installed along the fence between the Memorial
Field and the play area. A handover meeting
with the contractor has been arranged.
There has been no further information from St
John’s College about the request for permission
to install a dirt cycle track in Forest Side. There
had been complaints that the litter bins had
disappeared from the Forest Side car park. The
Clerk asked the Playing Fields Association to
investigate and a replacement would be
considered at the next meeting of the Parish
Council. Concern has been expressed that some
young people had been camping overnight on
the field. The Clerk and the Chairman had
asked the police to investigate.
The Clerk had asked the Vale for details of the
road sweeping standards for the village as some
areas such as Colley Wood and Kirk Close
seemed to have been neglected. All roads with
kerbs should be swept every eight weeks. This
would exclude areas such as Bagley Wood
Road. If there was an area that seemed to have
been missed it could be reported to the Vale via
their web site or by calling 01235 520202.
A consultation document on using local
referendums to veto excessive council tax had
been issued by the Department of Communities
and Local Government. The plan was that, if
the Parish Council wished to set a precept
higher than a Central Government limit, they
would have to hold a local referendum. This
was discussed by the Parish Council and it was
agreed to object to this proposal as it was likely
to cost Kennington residents at least £2,000.
The Amenities Committee met on 7 th
September. They had approved the areas of

grass verge and playing field to be cut next
season and considered the standard and
frequency of cuts. The Clerk would be issuing
the documents to the contractors in September
with a deadline of 29th October. If any local
company would like to submit a bid could they
contact the Clerk as soon as possible. The
Parish Council would make a final decision on
11th November.
The Saturday office was busy with many
residents attending with a variety of issues.
These included complaints of damaged
pavements and roadways in Bagley Wood
Road, Sandford Lane and Colley Wood. These
had been reported and the Clerk had a call from
the County Highways to say they would be
investigated.
Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council
Flag Days 2010
October
No flag days
November
11th Armistice Day
14th Remembrance Day
14th Birthday of The Prince of Wales
20th Her Majesty’s Wedding Day
Dates of Council Meetings
October 2010
The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 14th October at 7:30 pm.
Saturday Office: 9th October 10–11 am.
The Planning Committee meets
Tuesday 12th October at 8:00 pm.
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan as they only have 21 days to
send in their comments. Therefore please
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you
receive notification to ensure the Parish
Council members are aware of any neighbour
objections. Plans can be viewed by
arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
All meetings are normally held in the
Village Centre and are open to the public.
To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Overseas Aid 2010
Supporting Practical Action in Peru
The Shop:
Again the KOA shop was a great success and raised over £4,500. Many
people worked very hard and we owe a big thank you to Marilyn Farr and all
the volunteers who helped us. Thank you to everyone who donated goods for
sale and of course to all our customers for spending their money! A welcome
innovation this year was the café in the church garden, which was a good
place to relax and chat and has raised extra funds for KOA. Thank you to Em
Coley and her team for their contribution.
A reminder: If you have been saving your coppers for KOA they should have been handed in by
now, but it is not too late to do so! Contact Clive Rodgers (739447) or one of us (see below).
News from Kenya We have recently had feedback from the project that we supported in Kenya in
2005, where small communities were trained to manage the invasive Prosopis trees. This was a
pilot project in Baringo District and the lessons learnt are now being passed on, not only in Kenya
but to other countries in Africa such as Djibouti, Sudan and Ethiopia.
The report adds: “Allow me to thank KOA once again, in person, for your support, and I wish to
inform you that the seed you helped to sow has not only grown in Kenya, but is spreading
throughout the region.”
Our AGM date will be Thursday 18th November at 8 pm in St Swithun’s Church Hall. This is when
we announce the final total for the year’s fundraising and present our cheque to the charity. There
will be a short business meeting followed by light refreshments and a chance to talk about KOA. So
if you are interested in getting involved in any way do come along and find out what we are about.
Brenda Groth (739229)
KOA Chair 2010

www.koa.org.uk

Halcyon Leonard (452783)
Vice Chair

Kennington Women’s Institute

WI

September 2010
The President welcomed members to our September meeting. The attractive plant
provided by Mrs Blacker will be taken to Mrs Kath Nicholas, who is unwell.
Everyone had enjoyed our summer outing to Aston Pottery. The fundraising
afternoon tea had been a great success and we were now looking forward to the
Winter Warming Lunch on Wednesday 27th October in the Methodist Church
Hall from 12 noon–2 pm.
Once again, a representative from Phoenix Cards will be at our October meeting with greeting and
Christmas cards available for purchase.
Mrs Tilston reminded members that the autumn Group Meeting will take place on Tuesday 19 th
October at 2:30 pm in the Village Centre. As this was their 80th birthday, some members from the
Wantage Male Voice choir will be entertaining guests and refreshments also provided.
Valerie Calderbank will be giving a talk entitled “A Visual Tour of the Universe” at our next
meeting on Wednesday 13th October, at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre. Anyone who would like to
join us would be most welcome. Just come along.
Finally, would members please amend the date for our Christmas Coffee Morning to Saturday 11th
December.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: October 2010
www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk
Annual Show 2010.
Our annual show took place on 11th September and was very well attended. Over 200 wide-ranging
exhibits were on display. Of significance were the comments made by the floral art judge who
considered this was the best floral art display ever and amongst the top displays around
Oxfordshire. Margaret Gardner and Jenny Horton, joint winners of the floral art section are to be
congratulated on such fine exhibits. It was good to see new names appearing on the silverware, and
this year Margaret Young won the cup for the highest points in the flower classes and Jenny Horton
for best floral art exhibit. A full list of winners will appear in November’s newsletter. The Society
wishes to thanks all those who sponsored the event and took part and the help from members on the
day, making the show the success that it was.
Forthcoming Events:
Sunday 17th October 2010: Coach outing to Thenford House, near Banbury.
Home of Lord and Lady Heseltine.
The arboretum at Thenford House covers 64 acres with 3,500 different types of trees and shrubs.
The arboretum has many features including medieval fish ponds, an eighteenth century walled
garden and extensive ponds and lakes. The grounds are only opened four times a year by special
arrangement. Our visit will be from 2 to 5:30 pm. Lord and Lady Heseltine and their gardeners will
be available to answer questions. The entrance fee of £10 for this years’ chosen charity will be
donated to Middleton Cheney Pre-School (for building works).
Bookings are now being taken for this outing; please telephone the treasurer on 730961. The allinclusive cost is £21 per person and £22 for non members, payable at the time of booking. The
coach will depart from Manor Grove at 12:45 pm calling at bus stops through the village. Estimated
return time to Kennington is 6:30 pm. Please note that the names of those attending must be
submitted to Thenford House one week before the outing.
Wednesday 27th October 2010: 7:30 pm Village Centre.
An illustrated talk by Mr D.B. Iles entitled “Birds of Prey”
Wednesday 17th November 2010: 7:30 pm Village Centre.
AGM and illustrated talk by Timothy Walker: FROM DIAZ TO DIAMONDS.
The western Cape region of South Africa is one of the most botanically diverse areas of the World.
This talk takes a route from the southern most tip of Africa to the border with Namibia looking at
the plants and the ethnobotany of one of the most fascinating countries in the World.
Entry fee for each talk is £2 per member, £3 non-members.
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The Girl Guide Movement celebrates 100 years
In 1910 Baden Powell formed the
Girl Guides, asking his sister
Agnes to look after the new
organisation. Such was the
enthusiasm for guiding that it soon
spread worldwide, and since those
early days countless millions have
made the Guide Promise. Today there are ten million girls
and women involved in guiding worldwide, and about ¾
million in the UK.
In Kennington there are sections for Rainbows, Brownies, Guides and the Trefoil Guild. They are
all celebrating the centenary of the organisation this year, with special events attended throughout
the country, and culminating in Oxfordshire with a renewal of the Guide promise at 2010hrs on 20 th
October 2010 at Youlbury Camp, where everyone renewing their promise will receive a special
badge.
The Rainbows have been celebrating the
Guiding Centenary here in Kennington and
beyond. The grand opening back in September
2009 saw several girls, together with their
families, join hundreds of others at the Cotswold
Wildlife Park for a day of activities. The unit has
taken part in the “Change the World Centenary
Challenge” raising money for water in Nepal and
an Internet
Café
in
Anguilla. In
February,
they joined
others for a Thinking Day celebration at Abingdon Baptist
Church with a service, fun and games, including parachute
games and a big celebration cake. Throughout the spring and
summer the activities have helped them gain their Adventure
100 badge, the Anglia Decades award and the Elephant
Challenge. This was organised by our Guide helpers working
towards their Baden-Powell Challenge. The term ended with
an afternoon of games with a wild theme, including Twister
and our newest recruit making her Promise having passed
under our rainbow. The coming term features more centenary
activities ending with a party and special Promise renewal at
20:10 on 20/10/2010 when each member will be given a
special badge to mark the occasion.
Two of the adults have been to Centenary camps, including the Girl guiding UK National camp at
Harewood House near Leeds, The County of Stockport Camp, Blast, and Oxfordshire’s own
Centenary camp, Quest, at the European School, Culham.
…/continued on next page
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continued from previous page/…
The Brownies have also been to camps and
other functions including a wonderful Centenary

Party at Blenheim Palace, where they
participated in a Tug of war, and learnt some
circus skills. They also made a tablecloth from
squares of tie dyed fabric, with the name of the
maker on each square.
Thinking Day is a significant date for the guides, and our Brownies joined in the activities at the
Baptist Church in Abingdon where the flags were paraded and a tea enjoyed.
The Guides were at Blenheim palace on 15/2/2010 for the Party at the Palace when thousands of
members of all sections of Guiding descended on Blenheim Palace and were able to take part in a
variety of activities, and parade their flags. We were joined by the Duke and Duchess of
Marlborough. After the Rainbows and Brownies went home the Guides were entertained by the
circus entertainers followed by a hog roast and
watching the band Paradox.
Most
then
slept
under
the
stars,
waking
up at
5 am
with
ice on
their sleeping bags, and some renewed their Promise
with the County Commissioner.
The Guides also help the Rainbows and Brownies with their activities throughout the year.
Guiding doesn’t end with the guides as teenagers, as there is also a senior section (though not
currently in Kennington).
Thames Kennington Trefoil Guild (the section for older people who are or have been involved with
guiding) helped at The Launch and Blenheim Palace to ensure the girls had memorable time. They
also made sandwiches at ‘Quest,’ the Oxfordshire camp, on two mornings for the camper’s lunch.
They attended Thinking Day celebrations and had lots of memories of Guiding over the years.
They celebrated in their own imitable style in various ways:
Some members went on an outing to Kennilworth Castle.
…/continued overleaf
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continued from previous page/…
On 10th April, the 100th day of the 100th year, they organised a buffet lunch followed by games,
quizzes and an afternoon camp fire at the Ridgeway Court Hill Centre, and invited members of
other County Guilds.
On 26th June Kennington and Abingdon Guilds
invited all the Leaders in Abingdon Division to a
‘Cream Tea’ in Cumnor Village Hall to say thank
you for all their time and energy given to Guiding
particularly in this year. All the scones, jam and
cream were donated and very nice they were too.

Also in June members went to a Celebration
Lunch aptly called ‘Champers and Hampers’
at Jubilee House, which they did in style
wearing beautiful hats.
One member visited ‘Sangam’ in India and
Lorne in Ireland as part of the UK
celebrations.
Members are undertaking various Challenges for ‘Adventure 100’including walking the Thames
Path which they hope to continue past the deadline of 20:10 20/10/2010.
The Guild will join all the other units in the District for Vision 2010 at Youlbury.
— Margaret Biggs and Mark Horseman with contributions from
each of the Kennington branches of the Guiding Movement

Community Support Fund
Do you care for someone who is ill, disabled, frail or has an addiction? Caring responsibilities can
be emotionally draining and physically demanding. Would you like to meet people who are also
caring for someone? Have a cuppa, chat to others and find out what services are available to you?
•

We can help you set up a meeting to find other carers in your area and find out what you
want

•

We can help with the initial funding for setting up carer support groups

•

We are looking for ex-carers who are happy to pass on their knowledge to people in similar
situations

We want to know how we can help you. Please contact me, Brian Conroy, Community
Development Team, West Oxfordshire & Vale of White Horse. Telephone 01993 704007, email
brian.conroy@oxfordshire.gov.uk
24
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Winter Warming Lunch
KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE INVITES YOU TO
A WINTER WARMING LUNCH
Wednesday 27th October, 12 noon–2 pm
Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington
Home-made Soup, Rolls, Desserts, Tea or Coffee
Cost: £4.50—pay at the door
SALES TABLE — CAKE STALL — RAFFLE
ALL VERY WELCOME

Kennington Library Newsletter
Dear Villager
I am pleased to say that October will be a busy month.
In the first week we will run the national Public Library User Survey for Children and Young
People. In 2007 the children told us that despite only 64% of them rating the books as “good”
(county-wide was 81%), we had a 100% answer YES to the question “Is this library a friendly place
that you like to visit?”
We have worked hard on improving and adding to our stock since then, so we will be grateful if
you or your child would help by taking the time to fill in a simple questionnaire. It is voluntary and
completely confidential.
In the same week, thanks to the Friends of Kennington Library, we are delighted to receive
Margaret Elizabeth Forster, an outstanding writer and historian, who recently presented her 1 st
book, a biography “Churchill’s Grandmama” at Woodstock Literary Festival. She will be our first
guest speaker of the term (see overleaf).
The following weeks are the national “Family Learning Festival”. At Kennington library we are
pleased to have secured a special visit by my colleague Mrs Jones, to help everyone discover what
types of books are on the shelves of the “Tardis”. The virtual library is a wonderful tool for
learning, whatever your interest (see overleaf).
For our younger reader’s and their parents we will have Rhymetime with Isobel from Jack and Jill
Club (see overleaf).
With so many events this month, I have no room to talk about our new books, but I assure you they
are here, so why not come and see for yourself!
We are looking forward to your visit.
Dominique & Staff
Kennington Library 01865 730763 — www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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Author’s talk
Kennington Library
Wednesday 6th October, 11:00 am
Coffee available from 10:30. Talk starts at 11:00.
The Friends of Kennington Library are proud to welcome

Margaret Elizabeth Forster
who will present her latest book

A biography of the 7th Duchess of Marlborough
Churchill’s Grandmama
Everyone is very welcome to our friendly literary morning with a cup of
coffee or tea. Come and find out why this biography was well overdue.
The talk is free, but donations to the Friends of Kennington Library, who kindly provide the
refreshments, would be welcome.
For more information contact Kennington Library 01867 730763

Your Library is bigger on the inside, too…
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography and much, much more!
Just imagine how many shelves you’d need to hold them all!
Now they’re all here, inside the library, on the
easy to use Reference Online computer.
Family Learning Festival — Talk at Kennington Library by an Information Librarian
Wednesday 13th October at 11 am
Come and find out all about Reference Online—“Your Library at Home”
Dependable information — Help with homework — Easy to use
Refreshments kindly provided by the Friends of Kennington Library

Rhymetime
Wednesday 20th October.
Drinks from 10:45. Singing starts 11 am
We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers to sing along
with some English and French seasonal verses.
Refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.
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Kennington Link WI
September 2010 Meeting
The September meeting opened with the President, Mrs Ann Coulter, welcoming
members back from the summer break and extending a particularly warm welcome to
our visitor, Mrs Iris Butler.
C S Lewis is a well-known name in Oxford and we were all eager to hear the speaker, Mr Brian
Lowe, tell us about his life in this city. We learnt that C S Lewis was born in Belfast in 1898, and
from an early age preferred to be known as ‘Jack’. In 1917 he won a scholarship to University
College, but as this was at the height of the war he soon volunteered to join the Army. Later, after
gaining a triple first class degree at Oxford he became a tutor, firstly at Magdalen and then at
Merton where he met JRR Tolkien, and together they founded the legendary ‘Inklings’. It was
about this time that Jack became interested in Christianity. Beautiful slides showed the colleges
where he lived and worked, his home at “The Kilns” in Headington, and the famous wardrobe
where Narnia began. We heard of his poignant marriage to Joy and the many books he wrote, and
were pleased to know that his prestigious blue plaque is now displayed in Addison’s Walk at
Magdalen College.
Mrs Christine Ravenscroft thanked the speaker for a very interesting talk, mentioning that we were
very fortunate to have had C S Lewis living in Oxford for so long.
The President was able to tell us about the forthcoming Group Meeting in October. This will be the
80th birthday of the Group and will include special refreshments. Tickets will be on sale at the
October Meeting @ £2.50.
The Coffee morning in August raised £65. We were given advance notice that the WI Subscriptions
for next year will be £30.
A lovely flowering pot plant that enhanced the President’s table had been donated by Ann Garlick,
and this would be taken to Betty Tappin.
The next meeting will be on 6th October when we look forward to Mr Hugh Grainger’s talk
entitled, “I’m Not Really Old—it’s these Trousers”. Visitors will be most welcome.
THE GROUP MEETING will take place on 19th October, 2:30 at the Village Centre (if anyone
forgets to buy a ticket they can be purchased at the door for £3.00).

Friends of Kennington Cancer Fund
Our grateful thanks to all who supported our Summer Fête, especially our willing helpers.
£1,333.58 was raised. A cheque for £25,000 has been donated to Professor Harris, making a total of
£275,000 in the 21 years we have been fundraising.
Our next event will be the SHOE SALE on SATURDAY 9TH OCTOBER, 10 am–12 noon, in the
VILLAGE CENTRE.
— Pearl Livett
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Kennington Health Centre
******* NEWS FROM KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE *******
SEASONAL FLU….FLU….FLU….FLU….FLU…..
We will be holding some Saturday clinics for flu jabs, on two Saturdays in October. If you are over
65 or in an at risk group, please ring the Health Centre for an appointment 01865 730911.
(At risk groups—people with chronic lung disease, chronic heart disease, diabetes, chronic
renal disease or a weak immune system.)
Please note we are only allowed to give the vaccination to those in the at risk groups or over
65.
If you are not in one of these groups we will not be able to give you the vaccination but you can
have it done privately at Boots chemist in Oxford.
EXTENDED HOURS
Normal opening hours are 8:30 am–1 pm and 2–6:30 pm.
Our pattern of extended hours in any calendar month:
Week 1

Open Monday and Thursday evenings until 8:15 pm

Week 2

Open Saturday morning 8:30–11:45 am

Week 3

Open Saturday morning 8:30–11:45 am

Week 4

Open Monday and Thursday evenings until 8:15 pm

Week 5 (if any) Open Monday and Thursday evenings until 8:15 pm
Did you know… Order your repeat prescriptions on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager

Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net

Kennington Good Neighbours
It is two years since the 2009–2011 Village List was prepared.
Time flies by and we are about to embark on the next one: 2011–2013.
The Village List contains a brief history of Kennington and about Kennington Good Neighbours. It
contains groups, societies, details of health contacts (e.g. Health Centre and Dentist), Churches,
School and education and Parish Matters. All in all a very useful booklet.
If your organisation or society is not on the List, and you would like it to be included, please
contact Barbara Boyne, 82,Upper Road, telephone 735634 with the details.
The deadline for this is Tuesday 30th November.
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Kennington History Society
In early September the Chairman, with the kind assistance of Rosemary Aldgate of Kennington
Health Walks, led a very successful Local History Walk in Kennington. This year there were almost
40 walkers for our trip around the sites of historic interest in the Village. Whilst the group was
mainly locals, we did have a lady from Switzerland!
‘Thank you Rosemary for trying to keep me on the straight and narrow.’
As we go to press members are looking forward to the return of our regular monthly talks with a
previous speaker, Graham Kirby, on this occasion giving an illustrated talk entitled, ‘Out of this
World: The Wonders of the Universe via the Hubble Telescope.’ Later, ending a busy month,
members and their friends will make a coach trip to Worcester. Reports on both events next month.
‘this month’
On Monday 18th October 2010 in the Methodist Church at 7:45pm we will have a talk by James
Bond entitled, ‘The History of the Parks and Gardens in Oxfordshire.’
‘next month’
Next month on Monday 15th November 2010 in the Methodist Church at 7:45pm the Society
will have a talk entitled, ‘The History of Oxford City Police’ given by well known local expert
Geoff Rose who has written a book on the subject.
‘Christmas Event’
As in previous years the Society’s Committee has made an effort to produce something a little
different at Christmas. This year on Monday 20th December 2010 , normal time and venue, we will
have a presentation entitled, ‘Christmas at Sulgrave Manor’ (birthplace of George Washington’s
ancestors), a talk about the Traditions and Feasting of the Season.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50
George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society

Kennington Festival Group
This friendly group of over-60’s meets every other Monday for a social get-together in the
Village Centre. We have a short game of Bingo with Tea and Cakes afterwards. It gives us a
chance to meet old friends and new people. We would love to see you there so please come
along and visit us any afternoon. You may find you enjoy it and then decide to become a
regular member.
Next meetings at 2–4 pm: 11th and 25th October, 8th and 22nd November.
Transport is available for those with mobility problems; just let us know and one of our
voluntary drivers will pick you up.
Contact Margaret on 01865730353 for more information.
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Village Diary
Mon & Thu
Tue
Tue & Thu
Fri

Wed

6

Sat

9

Sun

10

Tue

12

Wed 13
Thu 14
Sun

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles)
Health Centre Car Park
Weightwatchers Evening
St Swithun’s School
Toddlers
Village Centre
Children’s dance classes
Village Centre

October 2010
Kennington Link WI
I’m Not Really Old—It’s These Trousers
Pam’s Office
Friends of Kennington Cancer Fund: Shoe Sale
Churches Together Evening Prayer
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI: Visual Tour of the Universe
Parish Council Meeting
Haydn’s Creation

17 Service

Horticultural Society Outing to Thenford House
History Society: History of Parks & Gardens
Short Service
Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship
Monday Circle: Members’ Memories
Kennington WI: Winter Warming Lunch
Wed 27
Kennington Horticultural Birds of Prey
Sat 30 Kennington Conservatives Band Concert
Mon
Wed
Thu
Mon

18
20
21
25

10–11 am
6:30 pm
9:30–11:30 am
2, 2:30, 4:30, 5pm

Methodist Hall

2:15 pm

Village Centre
Village Centre
Good Shepherd Church
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House

10–11 am
10 am–12 noon
6:30 pm
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
3 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm

Methodist Hall
Edit Court
8 St Swithun’s Road
Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

7:45 pm
10:30 am
2:30 pm
7:30 pm
12 noon–2 pm
7:30 pm
7 for 7:45 pm

Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

8 pm
2:15 pm
10–11 am
10 am–12 noon
2–4 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
10:45 am
7:45 pm
7:30 pm
10 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm
8–9 pm
10 am
6:30 pm

November 2010
Tue
Wed
Sat
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sun
Mon
Wed
Sat

2 Parish Council Planning
3 Kennington Link WI: Klondike Gold Rush
6 Pam’s Office
Cancer Fund Christmas Bazaar
8 Festival Group
9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
10 Kennington WI
11 Parish Council Meeting
14
Remembrance Day
15 History Society: History of Oxford City Police
17 Horticultural Society AGM. Namibia: Timothy Walker
20 St Swithun’s Christmas Bazaar

Sun

21 Service

Mon
Tue
Thu
Sat
Sun

22
23
25
27
28
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Festival Group Mini Sale
Parish Council Planning
Churches Together: Christianity & Buddhism
Playgroup Christmas Bazaar
Methodist Church Anniversary

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Village Centre
Good Shepherd Church
Village Centre
Methodist Church
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