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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen
01235 554739
The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
The Rev Em Coley
01865 735135
The New Vicarage, Ross Court, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc.
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC

01865 739751
01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott
Gerry Bowen-Thomas

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH
22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ

01865 730950
01865 739356

1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH

01865 730950

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett

01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays
4th Sunday: All Age Service
Choir
Mondays
St Swithun’s Guild
Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road
4th Wednesday in the month
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent
Children’s Church

9:25 am
11:00 am
6:30 pm
2:30 pm
01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday
4th Sunday
Thursday

Parish Communion
All Age Service (with Baptism)
Evening Service
Holy Communion

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage

9:30 am
11:00 am
6:30 pm
10:30 am
By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers
Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800 317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577........................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
The miners of Chile are out. Never have so many men (33) been trapped underground for so long
(69 days). What could have been a tragedy has become a triumph of technology and the human
spirit. We have seen on our TV screens the delighted joy and relief of relatives and friends at the
aptly named Camp Hope. Deep in their hearts they knew all would be well, and that God would
help them to overcome any problems, because through him all things are possible.
As the whole world waited in hope it has also required a great deal of patience. At this time we
think also of so many other stories of people who waited patiently, when all others had given up.
In Proverbs we read, “Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a tree of life.”
The longer we have to wait for something, the harder it is to believe that it will happen. And then it
happens, and the joy is immense. How good are we at waiting patiently? The Bible tells us that we
should wait patiently for the Lord. Some may well say it is taking a long time to happen. We are
waiting for peace all over the world and for the mindless killing of children to stop. The power to
stop it is in our hands; it will happen because we and God want it to, but we must be patient.
The miners in Chile must have wondered how long it would take before they could enjoy the sweet
smell of the sunshine. They were told they would be out by Christmas, and then on 13 th October it
all happened and they had all been rescued. Were they ever tempted to give up hope? What we do
know is that they were strong in their faith and full of courage, their rescuers were committed, and
their families had grown in solidarity. But there was one vital thing they all had in common. Hope.
Soon it will be Advent and we will be waiting to celebrate the birth of Jesus. The waiting may be
long, but we must never give up. As Christians we will continue to travel patiently with Jesus
knowing that he is with us all the time. Just as with the miners, it is a time for rejoicing,of patience
and hope.
— Gerry Bowen-Thomas
Services in November
Sun 7th

9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 21st

9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 14th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 28th

9:30 am Parish Communion
11:00 am All Age Service with Baptism
6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church
Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is an All
Age service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
Minister:
The Revd Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX
01865 763676

Circuit Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH
01865 243216

SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER
Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 am.
Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 21st at 10:30 am.
United Evening Service in the Methodist Church Sunday 28th at 6:30 pm.
PREACHERS FOR NOVEMBER AT 10:30 am WILL BE:
7th

Graham Kirby, from Kidlington.

14th

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY. NO service in the Methodist Church. We meet at the War
Memorial at 10:45 am for the village Act of Remembrance, followed immediately by a
United Service in the Parish Church. The Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies, will be
sharing in this service.

21st

The Revd Jean King. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

28th

ADVENT SUNDAY & 43rd CHURCH ANNIVERSARY.
Professor David Matthews from Cumnor.
6:30 pm United Service of Celebration with St Swithun’s and the Good Shepherd
Churches. Preacher: Sister Frances Dominica from Helen & Douglas House, Oxford.

The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 am each Sunday morning, and
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with their
families, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for
new residents and visitors to the village.
OTHER DATES FOR NOVEMBER
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.
Tuesday 9th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Wednesday 17th

Short Service in the Lounge of Edith Court at 10:30 am. Do come if you
can.

Thursday 18st

The Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship meets at 8 St
Swithun’s Road at 2:30 pm. Everyone is most welcome.
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Sunday 21st

The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the Mon Choisy Elderly
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY 9TH NOVEMBER from 10 am
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.
Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross, Pam Forster, and Joy
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning
out.’
The October Coffee Morning raised £119.31.
The December Coffee Morning will be a Christmas Special held Tuesday 14th December at
10 am.
We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.
MONDAY CIRCLE. The Monday Circle will meet Monday 29th November at 7:30 pm in the
Methodist Church. It will be an evening of Christmas Crafts. All details from Maizie Johnson on
01865 454295.
IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private
function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is NOT available for
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday

9:15 am

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

11:15 am

– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday

6:30 pm

– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Churches Together in Kennington
Have you ever reached the top of the stairs and then
forgotten the reason you went up the stairs in the first
place? Or have you ever met someone out shopping or at a
party perhaps, and found your mind going a blank as you
try to recall the person’s name?
We all forget from time to time. Imagine though, that the
forgetfulness becomes worse. Not a temporary blank where the word and image should be, but a
great wall of absence. And the frustration is that you still know there should be something there,
that where the wall now is there once was a detailed and beautiful view.
Memory is related to personal and community identity. If we lose our memory then we also lose
part of our own personal story, which is perhaps why a family facing dementia in its midst finds it
such a distressing experience. Similarly, if a nation loses the memory of its past history then it too
loses part of its identity. That’s why the telling of stories from the past—personal and corporate—is
a way of keeping memory alive as something present and contemporary.
This month, we note this connection between memory and identity as we gather on Sunday 14 th
November at 10:45 am at the War Memorial. Here, we shall be caught up in the communal memory
of those who have served their country and died in the line of duty—an occasion that I always find
very humbling.
For these men and women, the memory of colleagues, friends and family members killed or injured
in conflict becomes the inspiration for supporting the continuing work of the Royal British Legion
as it provides practical help and advice for those disabled and helps many others back into skilled
work and a new life.
The wearing of the poppy links memory with national identity and makes sure that ‘at the going
down of the sun and in the morning we will remember them’ (‘For the fallen,’ Laurence Binyon,
September 1914).
Memory too, lies at the heart of the Christian faith. We see it symbolised in the celebration of Holy
Communion as we recall the acts of Jesus at the Last Supper with His friends. Gathered around the
Lord’s Table, we come to remember the redemptive act of God demonstrated so clearly in the life,
death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ. And as we remember, we reflect upon our own
lives, we ask God’s forgiveness for our sins and receive new life in Christ. We are given a new
identity and find hope.
In our lives there are occasions when remembering the past can be a painful experience. Hopes and
expectations may have been dashed. Sometimes we have felt a sense of abandonment by God. Our
memories shape our identity; they can be used creatively and bring healing or they can be used
destructively and cause bitterness—the choice is up to us.
As we reflect on our present circumstances in life, we can take stock of where we are and with the
encouragement of others and hope in God, we can take the next step forward and respond to the
challenges of new possibilities ahead.
Churches Together events this month
Sunday 7th November, 5 pm — Firework party at St Swithun’s Church
Thursday 25th November, 8 pm — Thinking about Christianity & Buddhism: an opportunity to
discuss our faiths. To be held at Good Shepherd Church.
You are most welcome at these events.
— Rev Rosemary Davies
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Closure of the Red Bridge
Network Rail need to replace the railway bridge (known locally as THE RED BRIDGE). The work
will take place from November 2010 until March 2011.
Unfortunately the route into Oxford will be closed for the five months.
The work to take down the bridge will take place from Friday 24th December at 23:00 to Monday
27th December at 05:00. Work will continue by both day and night, so people at the north end of
the village might be disturbed by it. It is only possible to carry out the work when there are no
trains running if the workers need to be near the tracks. The contractors will try to keep noise levels
down.

Curtain Making
Whenever we turn on the radio or TV it seems that all we hear is bad news about
the economy, and it’s all too easy to find it simply depressing. But saving money
by ‘making it yourself’, as Kirsti Allsopp revealed in her surprise hit show
Kirstie’s Homemade Home—where she set out to make everything she possibly
could for her newly purchased house—has another unexpected advantage. From
soap to cushion covers, making something from one’s own hands brings a
powerfully uplifting dimension into our homes and, in consequence, our lives. The
care imbued in the items that we make ourselves nourish us in a fundamentally
emotional way. A quilt over our knees as we watch TV in the evenings cossets us
infinitely more if it is made by our grandmother than by an anonymous factory. I
would venture that Kirsti’s show was only a surprise hit to those people who
haven’t previously delved into the world of satisfaction to be gained by ‘making it
yourself’. The value gained by adding care and memories into our houses by lovingly made objects
is unique.
Particularly at this time of year, we turn to our homes to add more comfort to compensate for the
greyer skies outside. With the arrival of cooler temperatures, we ask, “When will we have to turn
on the heating?” Curtain making is the a great project choice. Well fitting, lined curtains will help
to lower your winter fuel bills, another incentive for getting out the sewing
machine.
If your mother or grandmother didn’t pass on their knowledge, you may lack the
confidence to try to ‘run them up’ yourself. Luckily, all that is required is a
sewing machine, either your own or a borrowed one, a basic sewing kit, and of
course some fabric. With Abingdon’s two fabric shops so close by we are in a
very enviable position in that respect. Within a few short hours you could be
hanging up a pair of curtains designed and made by you. Not only would they
have a few obvious advantages such as being tailor made for both your room
and your taste and will save you money, but more importantly they stand
testament to the fact that you ‘made them yourself’.
Louise Paemen is running a series of courses in the Kennington Village Centre. Contact her on
01235 521386 or louisepaemen@hotmail.com
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Kennington Library Newsletter
Dear Reader,
First a big thank you to the Friends of Kennington Library volunteers for their help and enthusiasm;
together we ran a great children’s award party. 64 out of 93 children & family came to receive their
medals and certificates.
For children’s Rhymetimes in November see below.
In October again with the Friends of Kennington library we saw the return of our successful
Wednesday author talk and coffee mornings.
In November as it is a time of remembrance, it seems appropriate to invite Gina Clay (page 25) as
our guest speaker.
Watch out in December—the first day of the month is Wednesday! Come along with a favourite
book or poem and share it with the friends. Tuck into mince pies and mulled wine while enjoying
our reader review of 2010. If you have ideas and suggestions for author talks in 2011, we would
love to hear them too.
All the events organised by the Friends and the library are free and everyone is very welcome.
I am very pleased to let you know about a change of policy about the reservation charge (85p adults
only) . This charge will no longer be payable on order but on issue of the book or DVD. This means
there is no reason not to add your name to the queue to read the latest novel by CJ Sansom or any
of the Bookers Prize nominees. This is good news for a library the size of Kennington, because
however I try, I cannot have every book published by every popular author all the time.
Nevertheless we have more than 4,000 books available to borrow free at any time. Stock editing is
a constant activity and we have new and old books arriving or leaving the shelves every week. So
why not visit us, try something new or reread a favourite while you wait your turn to borrow the
latest sensation of your choice.
Finally, congratulations to Jamie Sheppard (Kennington library Saturday assistant since 2005)
on his graduation from Reading University in History and Ancient History (2.1). This means he will
be leaving us to start a post-graduate management scheme with Green Kings Pubs. I hope many of
you will have a chance to wish him good luck and say goodbye during his last month at the library.
Thank you, Bonne Chance & Au Revoir Jamie!
See you soon at the library.
Dominique & Staff
Kennington Library 01865 730763 — www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Rhymetime
Wednesday 17th November.
Drinks from 10:45. Singing starts 11 am
We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers to sing along
with some English and French seasonal verses.
Refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.
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Kennington Festival Group
At the time of writing this we have just had our October lunch. A lovely meal of Lamb or
Chicken Stew, or Sausage and Mash cooked by members of the group, followed by
delicious puddings. A choice of Lemon Sponge, Apple Pie or Bread and Butter Pudding
with cream or custard made by super duper cook Pam Johnston. Thanks to everyone
involved.
Our next afternoon meeting will be a celebration of Beattie’s 100th birthday and Hash’s 80th.
We are so lucky to have them as members of the group.
If you would like to join our happy band, our next meetings are 2–4 pm on Mondays:
•

8th and 22nd November

•

6th and 20th December

Transport is available for those with mobility problems. Just let us know and one of our
voluntary drivers will pick you up.
Contact Margaret on 01865730353 for more information.

Act of Remembrance at Kennington War Memorial
KENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
SUNDAY 14TH NOVEMBER 2010, 11 AM
You are invited to join together for an Act of Remembrance.
The procession to the War Memorial will start at the Tandem car park.
There will be a service of Remembrance and wreath laying after the Silence at 11 am,
concluding with a service in St Swithun’s church.
An Order of Service and Hymn Sheet will be available on the day.
Please assemble at the War Memorial by 10:45 am
(If you would like to lay a wreath on behalf of an organisation
and you have not received a letter from the Parish Clerk, Mrs Pam Johnston,
please call her on 01865 421126)
IMPORTANT
Please note Kennington Road and The Avenue will be closed to traffic from Edward Road to
Poplar Grove 10:30–11:30 am. Bagley Wood Road is also closed at the War Memorial end.
Please let any visitors know about the road closures. The 35 Bus route will also be suspended
for a period. The Parish Council apologises for any inconvenience but there is a need to
protect the safety of people who will be attending the service.
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Community Café Feedback
A big thank you to everyone who supported the community café in the garden of St Swithun’s
Church during August. The café raised £387 for Kennington Overseas Aid.
The group of us who ran the café were doing so partly as a pilot to see whether there was a need for
a longer-term more professional and permanent café in Kennington. We asked people to fill in
questionnaires about whether a café was a good idea, what hours it should open, and what else
could happen in a café (such as groups using it as a meeting place, or a venue for special events).
We had some fantastic feedback, which we have collated and will be discussing in the coming
months. Above all, the message was that a community café would be a good idea. The café team (a
group of like-minded Kennington residents) will be getting advice from the Plunkett Foundation
(which supports co-operatives and social enterprises in rural communities) about the next steps.
Look out for further announcements in the Chronicle and public meetings as the idea gains
momentum.
If you would like to register your interest in becoming involved as we continue to develop the idea,
please contact Martin Morse, martin@morse.org.uk or 01865 326641.
— The Community Café Team

KADS News
Thanks to all who supported our last production of “AVIN’ ANOTHER SING SONG.” It was great
to see so many people over the three days. We hope you enjoyed it as much as we did performing.
WE NEED PAINT, CAN YOU HELP? We are looking for any coloured EMULSION paint you
don’t need any more. It must be emulsion only (NO GLOSS) and we are looking for black, white or
any bright colours. We don’t need greys, magnolias or off-whites… If you have painted that
bedroom bright green and definitely don’t want to go there again, we would love the rest of the tin.
Call Kay if you can help.
PANTO — This year we are presenting “WHO’S AFRAID OF THE BIG BAD WOLF?” a new
twist on the traditional tale. The town of Higgeldy Piggeldy struggles every day as the wolf arrives
huffing and putting. The three pigs in their straw house have had enough and decide to take matters
into their own hands.
JOE GRAHAM’S brand new original panto, written especially for KADS, with all original songs
written by him and his brother JIM and arranged by ALAN COBB, is full of comic characters… at
least three witches… a town full of pigs… and a few surprises along the way. Not only is it suitable
for children of all ages, but adults will love it too! If you saw and enjoyed KADS’s previous pantos
written by Joe (SINBAD, HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME), you must see this.
This year we have re-jigged our dates to include a new matinee on SUNDAY 23 rd JANUARY to
cope with demand for our daytime shows. See the advert on page 36 for dates and times.
BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT!
BOX OFFICE: Kay on 01865 739025 or at 6 Jackson Drive.
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Kennington War Memorial
As you may know I have looked after our War Memorial at the heart of the village for about 20
years.
This year has been one of the driest years I can remember and I have stood and watched as the
grass shrivelled and died.
Although there was not a hosepipe ban this summer I was unhappy to use sprinklers to maintain the
grass.
I have been thinking about this and would welcome your views on watering or not.
I would appreciate if you could send your thoughts to me
email
peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com
post
5 Grundy Crescent, Kennington, OX1 5PS
telephone 01865 730353
Thank you
— Peter Biggs, Chairman: Kennington Parish Council

Kennington Artists Festive Art Fair
Kennington Artists have started to plan for next year’s Oxford Artweek show,
which will take place between 19th and 22nd May. We will have 10 artists
showing a wide range of different artwork, including painting, photography,
textiles and jewellery. For the 2011 Artweek Exhibition there is a limited
number of places vacant. If you would like to join us please would you send a
portfolio of two pieces of art, a short description of what you do and a little bit
about yourself, to heidiflet@gmail.com, by Friday 19th November. The show
is a collaborative effort and a great opportunity to show off your work.
Before then, we will be holding another Christmas Art Fair on Saturday 4 th
and Sunday 5th December in St Swithun’s Church Hall from 12 noon to 6 pm.
Last year’s Fair was festive and fun, and a great opportunity to buy some affordable Christmas gifts
that are totally unique. The lighting of the Christmas tree is on the same Sunday, so why not come
to us for a little Christmas shopping and cheer, and then enjoy the carols at the Christmas tree.
We will of course have our great café open, selling homemade cakes. Feel free to visit the café,
which has been well received in its own right! One comment from last May was, “This is such a
great place to come and just relax and meet up with friends.” As usual we will have a range of
children’s activities, so that you can enjoy the art and café whilst the children make their own art.
•

For more information have a look at our website www.kenningtonartists.co.uk

•

Christmas Art Fair Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th December, 12 noon–6 pm, St Swithun’s
Church Hall

•

Artweek 2011 submission deadline for Kennington Artists Friday 19th November
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Kennington4Fairtrade
What great news we received from the Fairtrade Foundation just last month:

Kennington is a Fairtrade Village!
Congratulations, Kennington, and many thanks to all those who have supported
our work and helped make our application successful. There will be a proper
celebration later on.
So what does it all mean? It all began two years ago when your Parish Council responded to a
suggestion from a resident and passed a resolution supporting Fairtrade and allocating
responsibility for progression of the Fairtrade Towns initiative to a member of the council. A
steering group was formed and we discovered with delight that we could tick the first of our Five
Goals already! That was C for Council.
But we found there was a lot of work to be done to achieve the other four goals. The next was C for
Commerce. We had to find out and get commitment from retail outlets and catering establishments.
Perhaps you may know which ones support Fairtrade. Thank you to the businesses.
There was also C for Community. How many workplaces and community groups did we try to
contact? There were a lot that responded so thank you to them.
Then there was C for Communication. This meant that we had to raise the profile of Fairtrade in
Kennington by holding events and opportunities to sample and buy Fairtrade goods. We also had to
try to convey to people why we thought it was important to support the producers of all these
goods. And we got ourselves in the newspaper!
Finally there was C for Continuity. Achieving Fairtrade status is not the end of the story. There is
more to be done and the K4F steering group will be planning a celebration but also looking at what
we can do next year to have fun, support Fairtrade and be confident when the time comes for the
renewal application!
Your next opportunity to support Fairtrade is the Sale and Coffee Morning (page 21).

Kennington Women’s Institute

WI

October 2010
Our President, Mrs Palma, welcomed members and two visitors to our October
meeting. There were various items of business to be dealt with including a
reminder about the Group Meeting to be held on Tuesday 19th October. We were
also reminded about the Winter Warming Lunch to be held on Wednesday 27 th
October in the Methodist Church.
Our speaker this month was Valeria Calderbank who took us on “A Visual Tour of the Universe.”
And what a extraordinary tour it was, with amazing photographs, some of which were taken by
Valeria herself. The distances in light years and the sizes of the planets and stars might have been
difficult to understand but Valerie made it all so natural. Our members were so enthralled that after
a break for tea and biscuits they were back in their chairs to hear some more fascinating facts.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 10th November at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre. Kathleen
Scroggins will be giving a demonstration, Christmas Flowers. Do please come and join us.
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Fairtrade Sale and Coffee Morning
Saturday November 13th, 10 am–12 noon, St Swithun’s Church Hall
Fairtrade raffle
Traidcraft Stall, Crafts, Beads from Bonou, Baskets, Christmas cards and lots of present ideas!
Teas and coffees and lots of delicious goodies to eat!

Good Neighbour Schemes Lunch
Kennington Village Hall, Wednesday 3rd November, 12 noon–2 pm
FREE buffet lunch.
Meet people running Good Neighbour Schemes in Oxfordshire.
•
Receive the Good Neighbour Schemes Toolkit
•
Share your ideas and information
•
See what help is available.
Come and join us. (Let us know if you’re bringing a display.)
We look forward to seeing you.

The Rose Taylor Memorial Christmas Lunch
As previewed in last month’s Chronicle, with the kind permission again of the Saïd Business
School, the Christmas Charity Lunch will be held in Egrove Park on Monday 20th December
2010 at 12:30 pm for 1:00 pm. Tickets for this traditional Christmas Dinner with all the trimmings,
including a choice of red or white wine, prepared and served by the Business School’s renowned
catering staff can be obtained at a cost of £16.00 from George or Carole Ross at 163 Bagley Close
from 10:00 am on MONDAY 1ST NOVEMBER 2010.
As a result of changes to the dining room at Egrove Park there will be a maximum of 108 tickets
available this year (a reduction of 10%).
All the proceeds from this year’s event in excess of the costs involved, in line with the Taylor
Family’s wishes, will be divided between the Oxford Air Ambulance and Guide Dogs for the
Blind.
Each year it becomes ever more difficult to exceed the total donated to charity the previous year,
so we would be very pleased if you feel able to donate a prize for the raffle that is held at the
Lunch as it will help swell the sums raised for these worthwhile Local Charities.
— George & Carole Ross

Luke’s Fund
Very sorry we had to cancel the Table Top Sale in October. This was due to unforeseen
circumstances.
Luke is keeping well at the moment and enjoys being able to attend school for part of the day. We
are all waiting for the all-important call to Birmingham Children’s Hospital. The family is grateful
for all the support given to them in various ways. Thank you so much.
For further information please ring Margaret on 01865730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Macmillan Cancer Support
Thank you to everyone who made donations of cash, cakes and white
elephant goods for the Macmillan Coffee Morning held on 24 th September
2010. Unfortunately the weather was not kind to us, nevertheless we still
made £300.
Also I would like to thank all of the helpers for contributing to the successful event.
— Pam Forster

Kennington Good Neighbours
It is two years since the 2009–2011 Village List was prepared.
Time flies by and we are about to embark on the next one: 2011–2013.
The Village List contains a brief history of Kennington and about Kennington Good Neighbours. It
contains groups, societies, details of health contacts (e.g. Health Centre and Dentist), Churches,
School and education and Parish Matters. All in all a very useful booklet.
If your organisation or society is not on the List, and you would like it to be included, please
contact Barbara Boyne, 82,Upper Road, telephone 735634 with the details.
The deadline for this is Tuesday 30th November.

Christmas Market
St Swithun’s Church Annual Christmas Market
Village Centre — Saturday 20th November, 10 am
There will be lots to see and lots to buy
Christmas cakes, Christmas gifts and much more.
Games to play — Raffle prizes to be won
Come and meet your friends for coffee, browse the stalls and have an enjoyable morning.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and
in the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Go to On-line Archives.

Extra articles too large or too late for publication also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: Vale Community Safety, Community Development Team, Community
Support Fund.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs performance of Haydn’s Creation has still to
take place at the time of writing. We will give full details next month.
The Choirs are now rehearsing Patience by Gilbert & Sullivan for 4 performances in December,
including two in Kennington. Full details next month, but if you would like to be part of the chorus,
rehearsals are held every Friday evening in the Methodist Hall in Upper Road from 7:45 to
10 pm If you enjoy singing, you are most welcome. Just come along. There are no auditions and no
subscriptions.
For all details, visit our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865
735885. We would be delighted to see you.

Kennington Overseas Aid 2010
Supporting Practical Action in Peru
We are nearing the end of the KOA year and will shortly be told the grand
total that has been raised during 2010 for Practical Action’s work in Peru.
This will be announced at the AGM on Thursday 18th November at 8 pm in
St Swithun’s Church Hall.
A cheque will be presented to a representative of Practical Action and we
hope to hear more about how the money is being spent and how the
communities in the high Andes have fared during the recent exceptionally
cold weather.
Everyone is welcome to come along. There will be a short business meeting followed by light
refreshments and a chance to learn more about KOA. If you are interested in what KOA is about or
would like to get involved in any way do come along and talk to some of us. Enthusiasm is all you
need!
Brenda Groth (739229)
KOA Chair 2010

www.koa.org.uk

Halcyon Leonard (452783)
Vice Chair

Author’s talk
Kennington Library
Wednesday 3rd November, 11:00 am (coffee from 10:30 am)
The Friends of Kennington Library are proud to welcome

Gina Claye
(postponed from March). Author of Don’t Let Them Tell You How to Grieve, available at
Kennington Library. Sink a brandy, wring hell out of a dishcloth, don’t forget to breathe…
laugh and cry with this quite amazing, life affirming book.
Gina, a member of the Oxford Writer’s Group, contributes to their book of short stories.

Refreshments kindly provided by Friends of Kennington Library

For more information contact Kennington Library 01867 730763
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dry stone wall were being exposed. It was
suggested that some rubber matting and
additional soil and grass seed or turf be
installed to build a safe way up the bank. The
Chairman and Vice-chairman had installed the
dog proof fence along the boundary with the
Memorial Field.

Parish Council Matters
September 2010 Meeting
The Clerk and the Village Warden met two
representatives of Berks, Bucks and Oxon
Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) on 15th September at
the Kennington Pool. BBOWT was concerned
to monitor its condition as a wildlife resource
following a survey BBOWT undertook in 2002.
The Pool was owned by the Vale, and BBOWT
had contacted the Vale and they would
welcome the support of the Parish Council and
local people. It was agreed that the Parish
Council would pay a small grant towards the
Conservation Volunteers. They would be asked
to do some limited work to remove fallen trees
and overgrown bushes to maintain this valuable
wildlife resource.

The members elected Martin Feather to join the
council until the next Parish Council election
which would be on 5th May 2011. It was hoped
that those who had expressed an interest would
stand for election next May. The Vale
confirmed that the parish had been de-warded,
which meant that instead of 7 people
representing the north and 7 representing the
south of the village, there would be a ballot for
14 people to represent the whole of
Kennington.
Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

The road closure had been agreed for
Remembrance Day on Sunday 14th November
2010. It would be helpful if local residents
could find an alternate route through the village
as Kennington Road would be closed from
Edward Road and The Avenue from Poplar
Grove between 10:30 and 11:30 am to enable
the service to be held at the War Memorial.
There would be a contingent of troops from
Dalton Barracks marching with the uniformed
organisations.

Flag Days 2010
November
11th Armistice Day
14th Remembrance Day
14th Birthday of The Prince of Wales
20th Her Majesty’s Wedding Day
December
No flag days
Dates of Council Meetings
November 2010
The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 11th November at 7:30 pm.
Saturday Office: 6th November 10–11 am.
The Planning Committees meet
Tuesdays 2nd & 23rd November at 8:00 pm.
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan as they only have 21 days to
send in their comments. Therefore please
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you
receive notification to ensure the Parish
Council members are aware of any neighbour
objections. Plans can be viewed by
arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
All meetings are normally held in the
Village Centre and are open to the public.
To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

The Parish Council approached the Vale to
negotiate taking over cutting the grass verges in
Otters Reach and River View to remove any
confusion about who was cutting which verge.
A decision on this could not be made for the
next season because of the Vale’s contract. The
Clerk had completed the paperwork for the
grass cutting contract for next season and had
sent it out to seven companies. This season’s
final cut had been made to the verges and the
playing fields.
There was a final meeting with the designer and
contractor of The Links Play Area on 13th
September with the Chairman and the Clerk. It
was agreed that the contractor should replace a
number of shrubs and trees which had died. In
addition shackles needed to be replaced on the
nest swing and toddler swing and the toddler
swing chains extended. There was also some
work needed by the Parish Council to the large
red slide on the bank as the foundations of the
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: November 2010

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events:
Wednesday 17th November 2010 at 7:30 pm Village Centre.
AGM and illustrated talk by Timothy Walker: FROM DIAZ TO DIAMONDS.
The western Cape region of South Africa is one of the most botanically diverse areas of the World.
This talk takes a route from the southern most tip of Africa to the border with Namibia looking at
the plants and the ethnobotany of one of the most fascinating countries in the World. Entry fee for
talk is £2.00 per member, £3.00 non-members.
The AGM will precede the talk.
Proposed garden holiday to Norfolk: Thursday 23 – Monday 27 June 2011.
The Society is planning a five-day holiday to Norfolk in June 2011 based in the historic city of
Norwich. The cost, inclusive of coach travel and four nights half board at the 3 star Holiday Inn
Norwich City, will be £270 for a twin or double. Single supplement is £47. Garden admissions are
extra. The draft itinerary is summarised as follows:
Thursday Visit to Bradenham Hall Gardens, described as an exceptional plant lovers garden for
all seasons
Friday
Visit to Peter Beales rose garden
Saturday Penthorpe Nature Reserve & Gardens
Sunday Triathlon day: Bure Valley steam train, cruise on Wroxham Broad, visit to Hoveton
Hall Gardens
Monday Bressingham Gardens en route home
The itinerary will allow for adequate time to explore Norwich. To register a place please complete
the slip below and return it to the treasurer at 131 Kennington Road as soon as possible together
with a deposit cheque. Allocation will be on a first come basis.
Names
Telephone
Address
Room Type Twin or double preferred (not guaranteed):

Single:

I enclose a cheque for £ 40.00 per person payable to Norman Allen Group Travel Ltd. I
understand this will be refunded in full if the required number is not reached by the due date. I
understand that full cancellation details will be made available in due course. Travel insurance is
my sole responsibility (but can be purchased from Norman Allen at £18.00). I accept that the
itinerary is a draft for information only and subject to final selection.
Signed:

Date:
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Kennington Link WI
October 2010 Meeting
Mrs Ann Coulter, the President, welcomed 21 members to the October Meeting.
Thanks were expressed to Mrs Christine Ravenscroft for the lovely flowers on the
President’s table; these would be given later to Betty Appleton. Members were asked to suggest
activities and speakers for future meetings. Christine Ravenscroft was congratulated as her
photograph on Harvest Home in Garsington was printed in the October ‘News and Views.’
Correspondence included details of free safety checks of electric blankets and forthcoming OFWI
outings & activities. In addition, there was a variety of food pamphlets and recipes for distribution
to members. We were reminded that the Annual Subscription to NFWI for next year will be £30.00,
payable by January 2011.
Our speaker, Mr Hugh Grainger, gave a talk entitled “I’m not really old, it’s these trousers.” We
were entertained with a series of amusing anecdotes and examples of the problems caused by
advancing years and growing confusion. A salutary reminder to many of us! Miss Rosalie Whiteley
thanked the speaker with her own very amusing vote of thanks.
The next meeting will be held on 3rd November when Amanda Wood will speak on “The Klondike
—The Last Great Gold Rush.” Visitors will be most welcome.

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements.
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 41).
Sidney Saunders
It is with great sadness that I advise of the death of my Father on 19 th September 2010 at the age
of 99. Dad lived at 49 Poplar Grove for some 60 years until Mum (Muriel) died on 7 th May 2006,
after which he came to live with my Husband (Dennis) and me at Bishop Auckland, Co Durham.
He will be greatly missed, but always in our thoughts.
— Janet, Dennis and Grandson Mark
Ron Sudworth
My father Ron, the conductor of the Kennington (Oxford) Band from its foundation in 1973,
passed away 11th March this year. His memorial concert on 27 th June at the Mini Plant, Cowley,
made for a marvellous evening.
There were 48 players: the current Kennington band, past players, and players from bands around
Oxford including Ron’s three children and two of his grandchildren. Guest conductors, moving
speeches and photographs brought memories flooding back to an audience of almost 300.
We held a raffle and a retiring collection. Subsequently, a DVD of the evening has been produced
and sold for a nominal fee.
All proceeds from the evening and DVD sales are going to the charities supported: Thames Valley
and Chiltern Air Ambulance, the British Heart Foundation and the Prostate Cancer Charity. We
have already raised over £1,100 from the evening. DVD’s are still available through the band.
I thank everyone who helped in the organisation of the event and those who supported it.
— Nick Sudworth
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Kennington Health Centre
******* NEWS FROM KENNINGTON HEALTH CENTRE *******
SEASONAL FLU….FLU….FLU….FLU….FLU…..
If you are over 65 or in an “at risk group”, please ring the Health Centre for an appointment in our
flu clinic 01865 730911. *** At risk groups: people with chronic lung disease, chronic heart
disease, diabetes, chronic renal disease or a weak immune system.
Please note we are only allowed to give the vaccination to at risk groups or over 65s.
If you are not in one of these groups we will not be able to give you the vaccination but you can
have it done privately at Boots chemist in Oxford – ring 01865 247461 and choose #3 (pharmacy
extension) to book an appointment, or pop into the store. Cost is £12.99.
EXTENDED HOURS
Normal opening hours are 8:30 am–1 pm and 2–6:30 pm.
Our pattern of extended hours in any calendar month:
Week 2 & 3

Open Saturday morning 8:30–11:45 am

All other weeks Open Monday and Thursday evenings until 8:15 pm
Display boards
We have 2 display boards in the waiting room. One is for health-related themes, e.g. stopping
smoking, taking exercise, flu jabs, etc. The other one is for local artists to exhibit their works, e.g.
pictures, photos or for local organisations to put up a display to show what they have done or will
be doing. If you would be interested in putting on a display on either of these boards, please ring
Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager, on 01865 730911.
Did you know… Order your repeat prescriptions on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager

Kennington Health Centre, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net
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Kennington History Society
In September the Society had a good attendance for the first of its regular monthly talks following
the summer break. Graham Kirby showed us some quite striking colour photographs taken from the
Hubble Telescope to illustrate his informative talk entitled, “Out of this World: The Wonders of the
Universe.” Graham was keen to explain just how distant the stellar objects that we see in the sky
above us are and also the countless violent events that are taking place in the infinite space that
surrounds our planet.
Later in the month members and friends made their ‘Annual
Coach Trip,’ which this year was to Worcester. Despite
early morning rain, the weather was again kind.
Members
visited
the
magnificent 11th Century
Cathedral, which dominates
the skyline and houses the
remains of King John and
Prince Arthur, elder bother
Worcester Cathedral
of Henry VIII. A small
group climbed the 235 steps
to the top of the tower, 170 feet above the street and affording
wonderful views of the surrounding countryside, the River Seven
and the County Cricket Ground. Another special feature of the
The KHS on the tower
tower is the bell chamber, which houses one of the heaviest and
finest rings of bells in the world. There were many other attractions in the City, including Friar
Street with its Tudor timber framed houses, the striking Guildhall built in 1721 and the historic 12 th
Century Commandry.
Now the big question, where to next year?
As we go to press members are anticipating an illustrated talk by James Bond entitled, ‘The
History of the Parks and Gardens in Oxfordshire.’ Report next month.
‘this month’
This month on Monday 15th November 2010 in the Methodist Church at 7:45 pm the Society
will have a talk entitled, ‘The History of Oxford City Police,’ given by well known local expert
Geoff Rose. Kennington resident Geoff, who is an ex-policeman, has made a study of the Oxford
City Police Force and is a published author on the subject.
‘Christmas Event’
As in previous years the Society endeavours to provide something a little different at Christmas.
This year on Monday the 20th December 2010 in the Methodist Church at 7:45 pm there will be
a presentation entitled ‘Christmas at Sulgrave Manor.’ The talk about the ‘Traditions and
Feasting of the Season’ will be given by Thea Young from the Manor, which is the birthplace of
George Washington’s ancestors. There will be light seasonal refreshments provided at this event.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.
George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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Village Diary
Mon & Thu
Tue
Tue & Thu
Thu
Fri

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles)
Health Centre Car Park
Weight Watchers Evening
St Swithun’s School
Toddlers
Village Centre
Community Sale (term-time only)
Kennington Playgroup
Children’s dance classes
Village Centre

Thu
Sat

November 2010
2 Parish Council Planning
3 Kennington Link WI: Klondike Gold Rush
Pam’s Office
6
Cancer Fund Christmas Bazaar
8 Festival Group
9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
10 Kennington WI
11 Parish Council Meeting
13 Fairtrade Coffee Morning Sale
14
Remembrance Day
15 History Society: History of Oxford City Police
Short Service
17
Horticultural Society AGM. Namib: Timothy Walker
18 Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship
20 St Swithun’s Christmas Bazaar

Sun

21 Service

Mon
Tue
Thu
Sat

22
23
25
27

Tue
Wed
Sat
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat
Sun
Mon
Wed

Festival Group Mini Sale
Parish Council Planning
Churches Together: Christianity & Buddhism
Playgroup Christmas Bazaar
United Service for Methodist Church Anniversary.
Sun 28
Sister Frances Dominica
Mon 29 Monday Circle, Christmas Crafts
Wed 1
Sun
5
Wed 8
Thu
9
Sat 11

December 2010
Kennington Link WI: Christmas Words & Music
Carols around the Tree. Mince pies after
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington WI: Christmas Coffee Morning
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Parish Council: Budget Meeting

Tue

14

Thu

16

Sun

19 Service

Mon 20 History Society: Oxford’s Medieval Walls

Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church Hall

10–11 am
6:30 pm
9:30–11:30 am
12 noon–4 pm
2, 2:30, 4:30, 5pm

Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
8 St Swithun’s Road
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Village Centre
Good Shepherd Church
Village Centre

8 pm
2:15 pm
10–11 am
10 am–12 noon
2–4 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
10:45 am
7:45 pm
10:30 am
7:30 pm
2:30 pm
10 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm
8–9 pm
10 am

Methodist Church

6:30 pm

Methodist Church Hall

7:30 pm

Village Centre
Memorial
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Methodist Church Hall

2:15 pm
6 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
10 am
8 pm
8 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
7:45 pm

Chronicle Contributions
Do you have an organisation or event based in Kennington? The Kennington Chronicle is a
great way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article and maybe even
a picture! It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.
Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting
Kennington-related news articles to the Editor!
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