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CHURCH SERVICES
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter

Love Come Down

You don’t have to be a Royalist to be excited about a Royal wedding. There is something magical 
about the promise of a glittering array of jewels and beautiful dresses, men looking handsome in 
their uniforms, hundreds of guests in spectacular outfits, the best buildings our country has to offer, 
and towns and villages all over the country finding their own way to be involved in the celebration. 
This is love in all its grandeur.

I wanted to share my enthusiasm for this forthcoming wedding with my five-year old daughter 
Ellie, and of course a Royal wedding becomes imbued with a fairy-tale wedding’s enchantment for 
a five-year old girl. And so the conversation turned to wedding dresses fit for a princess and horse 
drawn coaches, and the delight was only a little dampened when Ellie discovered that she wouldn’t 
be able to be there herself!

And this is a love story that inspires. Prince William and Kate Middleton met at University, have 
been a couple since they were 19 years old,  and despite the intrusive glare of the media have 
maintained a healthy and life-affirming relationship for 9 years (almost without interruption!). Now, 
with the world watching, they intend to turn this into a life-long commitment.

I’ve been involved in my share of weddings, and have encountered quite an assortment of brides, 
each dealing with wedding day jitters in their own unique way, but I still can’t quite imagine how 
someone copes with a congregation of millions, and literally becomes a princess. But I fully intend 
to be curled up on the sofa, with a mug of tea, a pile of biscuits and a box of tissues, because I am a  
sucker for a good love story!

And perhaps that’s why Christmas is my absolute favourite time of year. (When everyone else is 
bemoaning the arrival of Christmas at the October half term, I’m using it as an excuse to start 
planning the family’s festivities!) Christmas is a love story of a different kind, and I am struck by 
the vast contrast between the two.

If a Royal Wedding is the epitome of love in all its grandeur, the Christmas story is love in all its 
humility. The son of God come to earth, born to unwed parents, in a stable (most likely an outside 
room at the back of the main inn used to house animals), and worshipped not by the powerful or 
influential of the day, but by shepherds living on the outskirts of society. The birth was surrounded 
not with riches and fanfare, but with fear and amazement, not a small amount of courage but with 
the willingness on behalf of many to commit to doing God’s will.
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Love came down to earth. But this is the love of a gracious God whose son was not only born in a  
stable but went on to die on a cross. This is the love of God who will not impose himself, but who 
will wait to be invited into the lives of his children. This is the love of God who will inspire his  
followers to care for the poor, the marginalised and the broken.

There may not be a huge amount of Grandeur in the Christmas story, but it is a story to be excited 
about  nonetheless.  Because  the  story  doesn’t  end  with  death.  It  continues  with  a  victorious 
resurrection and the love of God living in our lives, our communities and our world.

So, this year I’d like to invite you to join us. You won’t need the tissues, the pile of biscuits or the  
mug of tea (a warm coat and a pair of gloves might be a good idea though!) but do join us as we 
celebrate a truly life changing love story – Love Come Down.

Services in December 2010

Sunday 5th 9:30 am Parish Communion

6:00 pm Carols around the Tree
followed by Mulled wine and mince pies in St Swithun’s Church

Sunday 12th 9:30 am Parish Communion

4:00 pm Christingle
A truly magical celebration (and especially for children) of Jesus the  
Light of the World.

Sunday 19th 9:30 am Parish Communion

6:30 pm Carols by Candlelight
A celebration in words and music of the gift of God’s love

Friday 24th 4:00 pm Nativity Service
A simple yet profound retelling of the Christmas story

11:30 pm First Communion of Christmas
A special way to start the day’s festivities

Saturday 25th 10:00 am Family Christmas Communion Service
Bring your favourite present and celebrate God’s gift to the world.
Suitable for all ages.

Sunday 26th 9:30 am Parish Communion

[No evening service]

If you would like any more information on any of our Christmas services please contact me on 
01865 735135 or emcoley@me.com.

Have a very Happy Christmas!

— Em Coley

Children’s Church

Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is an All Age 
service). This month it will be held on Sundays 5th, 12th and 19th December.

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
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The Good Shepherd Church
Bagley Wood Road

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE

Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066

Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Christmas Services

Tuesday 21  st   December  

10:00 am Children’s Workshop & Reconciliation Service, Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

Friday 24  th   December: Christmas Eve  :

5:30 pm Family Mass with Nativity Play at Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

9:30 pm Mass of Midnight at Holy Rood, Folly Bridge, Abingdon Road

Saturday 25  th   December: Christmas Day  :

10:00 am Mass of the Day at Good Shepherd, Kennington

10:30 am Mass of the Day at Holy Rood

(There will be no Saturday evening Vigil Mass of the Sunday)

Sunday 26th December : The Holy Family

9:15 am Mass at Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

11:15 am Mass at Holy Rood

Penitential Services, with opportunity for individual confession, at St Edmund’s, Abingdon, Friday 
17th December at 7:30 pm, and at English Martyrs’, Didcot, Monday December 20th at 7:30 pm.

Confessions at Our Lady of the Rosary in December
Saturday 18th 5:30–6:15 pm
Friday 24th 9–10 am at Holy Rood.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Circuit Office:
The Revd Rosemary Davies Wesley Memorial Church
9 Ramsay Road New Inn Hall Street
Headington Oxford
Oxford OX1 2DH
OX3 8AX 01865 243216
01865 763676

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER

Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 am, except 26th December.

Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 12th at 10:30 am. There will also be a 
celebration of Holy Communion on Christmas Eve, 24th December at 3 pm.

PREACHERS FOR DECEMBER AT 10:30 am WILL BE:

5th Graham Kirby, from Kidlington.

6 pm. Carols Around the Christmas Tree at the War Memorial,  and the switching on of 
the Christmas Tree lights, followed by mince pies and drinks.

12th The Revd John Rowland. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

19th CAROL SERVICE, led by the Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies. We shall be joined 
by  some of  the  organisations  who  use  our premises  during  the  week.  Everyone  is  
cordially invited.

26th We join the congregation of St Swithun’s for their Parish Communion Service at 9:30 am. 
There will be NO service in the Methodist Church.

The  CHURCH  INSTRUMENTAL  GROUP meets  at  10 am each  Sunday  morning,  and 
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with your 
family, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for  
new residents and visitors to the village.

Christmas Services 2010
Sunday 19th December 10:30 am CAROL SERVICE
Christmas Eve 3:00 pm HOLY COMMUNION
Christmas Day 9:30 am ALL AGE FAMILY WORSHIP
Boxing Day 9:30 am PARISH COMMUNION at St Swithun’s

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord

OTHER DATES FOR DECEMBER
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.

Tuesday 14th The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Thursday 16th The  Ecumenical  Study  Group  &  Prayer  Fellowship meets  at  8  St 
Swithun’s Road at 2:30 pm. Everyone is most welcome.

Sunday 19th The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the  Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.
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COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY 14th DECEMBER from 10 am 
onwards. It will be a Christmas Special. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go 
towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out.’

The November Coffee Morning raised £128.67.
The January Coffee Morning will be held Tuesday 11th January at 10 am.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by 
month to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship 
for everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist  Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

Churches Together in Kennington

As one of the many people who cycle regularly between 
Kennington and Oxford, it has been a great relief to me to 
discover that the closing of the road over the Red Bridge 
has not,  for the moment at  least,  involved its closure to 
people on foot or with bicycles. Clearly that reprieve must 
be temporary, but at least we will not have to go the longer 
way  round  for  the  whole  of  the  next  five  months—or 
however long it takes to replace this particular landmark. 
In  traditional  English  style,  no  doubt  the  replacement, 
which  will  probably  be grey,  will  continue to  be called 
‘red’, to the mystification of future generations.

The Red Bridge was, until recent weeks, an aspect of my environment which I simply took for 
granted. Suddenly I have come to realise how grateful I am for it being there. And it reminded me 
of a great mediaeval saint, Catherine of Siena. I don’t know whether she ever featured in Rose 
Taylor’s long-running series on saints in this Chronicle, but I recalled her because St Catherine used 
the image of a bridge to illuminate the significance of Jesus Christ.

An apparently unbridgeable gulf separates humanity from God. For one thing, God must inevitably 
be infinitely beyond our unaided understanding, or God would not be God. Although a faltering 
search for God seems to be built in to the human race, we celebrate at Christmas the moment when 
God took the initiative to reveal himself to us, as fully as we are able to receive the revelation of the 
Ultimate Mystery. God has built a bridge to the human race in the person of Jesus. In St Matthew’s 
Gospel,  on which our churches will  especially focus this  year,  he is called “Emmanuel,  which 
means ‘God is with us’”.

At Christmas we celebrate the way in which God has crossed the bridge to us in the birth of Jesus, 
whose subsequent life disclosed not only the truth about God, but also the truth about humanity.  
The Christmas celebration sometimes appears to be a sort of bubble, so that the rest of the story of  
Jesus gets excluded. But the bridge has been built for travel in both directions.
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It  exists  not simply to reveal God to us, but also to enable us to make the journey across the 
unbridgeable gulf to union with God, and to union with one another in the God, whose nature is 
Love. At one end of the earthly story of Jesus is Christmas. At the other end is the Cross, the sign of 
God’s love, the sign of sacrificial love which goes to the limit. St Catherine sees the wood of the 
Cross as making the bridge by which we are able to return to God, in company with Jesus, risen 
from the dead and alive for ever.

The Christian story is so great that we rightly celebrate it episode by episode. But all the time we 
need to keep in mind the total story—the story of the bridge between God and humanity, by means 
of which God is with us, so that we may be with God.

— Fr Paul King
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Kennington and District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs’ performance of  Haydn’s  Creation on 17th 

October raised  £700 for the  Ellie Lindsay Leg Club Foundation.  It was an afternoon of superb 
music in St Swithun’s Church, and our thanks goes to everyone who gave so generously.

The Choirs  will be presenting their Christmas opera  PATIENCE by  Gilbert & Sullivan in the 
Methodist  Church Hall  in  Upper Road  on  Friday 10th & Saturday 11th December 10th at 
7:30 pm.

The principals will include Sarah Leatherbarrow, Marilyn Moore, Wendy Lewis, Caroline Organ-
Jennings, Peter Wright, Andrew Moore, Joe Haynes, Stephen  Pascoe and  Robert  Bertwistle.  The 
accompanist will be  Linda  Ang Stoodley and the conductor will be  Trevor Cowlett.  Entrance is 
FREE,  and  there  will  be  a  collection  for  Penhurst  “Action  for  Children”  Special  School, 
Chipping Norton.

But a word of warning. We are now limited to an audience of only 75 persons for each evening. 
So it’s vital that you come early not to be turned away. But don’t miss it. Any further information 
can  be  found on the  choir’s  website  www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk or  from  Trevor Cowlett  on 
01865 735885. We hope to see you.

Kennington Festival Group
Hello again! Don’t the weeks go by quickly? It’s nearly Christmas again!

We need some new members… Why don’t you come along one Monday to see if you would like to 
join us. If you would like to pop in for just a cup of tea, come along at 3:15.

Our next Monday meetings, 2–4 pm:

6th December Christmas Bingo and Raffle

20th December Christmas Tea

3rd January

Transport is available for those with mobility problems. Just let us know, and one of our voluntary 
drivers will pick you up.

We wish you all a Happy Christmas and New Year.

Please contact Margaret on 01865 730353 for more information.

KADS News
Are you stuck for  Christmas  ideas  or  planning  a  children’s  party?  Why not  treat  the  kiddies, 
Granny, Aunty, Mum or Dad to a ticket for “Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf?” and give them 
something to look forward to when the festivities are over.

Tickets are now on sale from the Box Office on 01865 739025, or call at 6 Jackson Drive. See 
page 42 for details of times and dates.

We also  offer  a  ticket  delivery  service  within  the  village.  Don’t  forget  we also  have  an  extra 
matinee performance on Sunday 23rd January. Oh yes we do!
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The Rose Taylor Memorial Christmas Lunch

Last year tickets for the Lunch sold in a few days, a record at the time. But things were simply  
manic this year with the 108 available tickets for the  Christmas Charity Lunch, which will be 
held in  Egrove Park on Monday 20th December 2010, being sold in just  25 minutes! We know 
there are a lot of disappointed people out there and we are sorry there are not more tickets available. 
If you would like to join the waiting list please ring 01865 739208.

As previously reported, all the profits from this year’s charity event will, in line with the Taylor  
Family’s wishes, be divided equally between the Oxford Air Ambulance and Guide Dogs for the  
Blind.

A major contributor to the chosen Charities is the monster raffle held at the Lunch, so if you can  
donate  a  prize  it  would  be  very  much  appreciated  and  help  swell  the  sums  raised  for  these  
worthwhile local causes.

See you all on the day.
— George and Carole Ross

Christmas Coffee Morning

KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE INVITES YOU TO OUR

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING

SATURDAY 11TH DECEMBER, 10 AM–12 NOON, VILLAGE CENTRE

COFFEE OR TEA AND CAKE

Cakes, preserves, ideal Christmas gifts and crafts, toiletries,
Children’s competition, raffle, etc.

EVERYONE WELCOME

Kennington for Fairtrade—Celebrate with Fairtrade

At the beginning of this month many of our children are starting to open their advent calendars. 
Behind each door of their calendars is there a chocolate or a sweet? Perhaps there is just a picture of 
their favourite movie character or pop star. Is there a nativity message?

Your child could have a Fairtrade advent calendar complete with two dozen milk chocolate hearts 
and a small portion of the Christmas story behind each door. The Divine chocolate advent calendar 
is one of a range of Fairtrade advent calendars available locally.

If  you’re  too  late  for  advent  calendars  then  what  about  Fairtrade  stocking  fillers?  There  are 
Fairtrade chocolate coins, nuts, fudge, and even a pencil case lovingly stitched together from reused 
African  drinks  cartons.  There  is  a  world  of  possible  ways  to  celebrate  Christmas  and  benefit 
impoverished workers!

While we are celebrating then let’s remember to celebrate Kennington's new status as a Fairtrade 
village. This exciting new title happened towards the end of the year, and we are having the formal 
celebration in January. This will be an opportunity to thank all the local businesses, organisations, 
clubs and individuals who helped to make Kennington into a Fairtrade village. There will be more 
information about this celebration in the Kennington Chronicle next month, but for now, Saturday 
15th January is a date for the diary.

There  are  more  details  about  Fairtrade  producers,  Fairtrade  products,  Fairtrade  Christmas 
celebrations and Fairtrade villages at www.fairtrade.org.uk.
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Feedback on the Links Play Area at Playfield Road

The Links Play Area was funded by the Parish Council and two grants from the County Council 
from the Aiming High Grant for disabled children and the  Playbuilder Grant for young people 
between ages of 8 and 13. The Parish Council is keen to find out what local families think of the  
new play space at Playfield Road. Please would you complete this questionnaire and return it to the 
Clerk,  Mrs  Pam Johnston,  102 Kennington Road,  Kennington,  Oxford,  OX1 5PE or via  email 
kennington.pc@ntlworld.com by Wednesday 15th December 2010. This form is also available for  
download from our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk (select On-Line Extras).

ABOUT YOUR FAMILY
How  many  children  are  in 
your family?
Do  you  look  after  any 
grandchildren?

How old  are  the  children  or 
grandchildren?

Do  you  care  for  any  child 
with a disability?

ABOUT THE LINKS PLAY AREA
Have  you  visited  the  new 
Links Play Area?
Do the children enjoy the new 
play equipment?

Which is their favourite?

If  your  child  or  grandchild 
has a disability do they find it 
easy to access the equipment?

THE FUTURE
Is  there  any  other  play 
equipment you would like?
Would you be willing to join 
a group called the “Friends of 
the  Links”  to  organise 
activities?
Would  you  help  to  serve 
refreshments  from  the 
Pavilion in the half terms and 
summer holidays?

If you would like to help in the future please add your name and address and contact details.

Name ________________________________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Email ________________________________________________________________________
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Christmas Tree Lights
Kennington Parish Council

Santa Claus will be joining us when we switch on the Christmas Tree Lights at

The War Memorial at 6 pm on Sunday 5th December

Come and join us and sing some Carols accompanied by the Kennington (Oxford) Band

Enjoy a Mince Pie and a glass of Mulled Wine

A collection will be taken for Local Charities
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Energy Saving Light Bulb Myth Buster
The third of an occasional series from the United Sustainable Energy Agency, www.usea.org.uk

What do you know about energy saving light bulbs? Do they cost more to run over their life  
than the old tungsten bulbs? Are the old ones banned? 

Why use energy saving light bulbs? 

Compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFLs) use 80% less electricity than the old fashioned tungsten 
light  bulbs.  Each one saves  you about  £3 each year,  and lasts  up to  12 times longer  than old 
tungsten bulbs. 

What are they? 

Think of them as compact versions of the strip lights in work places since the 1950s. 

Have they improved? 

You can now get all shapes and sizes, fittings and levels of brightness, including 150W equivalent 
and dimmable options. In a recent test of 761 shoppers, 64% said that they preferred the light from 
them. 

Is it better to leave them running? 

No, switching them on uses the equivalent electricity as leaving them on for a few minutes. Most 
now light instantaneously. 

How should I dispose of them? 

Use  the  service  for  the  safe  disposal  of  fluorescent  tubes  provided  by  your  local  waste  and 
recycling centre. 

Is mercury an issue? 

No. Installing  CFLs ought to help reduce the need for coal-fired electricity production—a major 
cause of global mercury emissions. CFLs contain just 5 mg of mercury. Locked into its tube, this is 
harmless. 

What  should  I  do  if  I  smash  
one? 

Ventilate  the  room  for  15 
minutes.  Put  on  your  rubber 
gloves,  brush  the  bits  into  a 
bag, seal it and drop it at your 
local  waste  and  recycling 
centre next time you visit. 

Are tungsten bulbs banned? 

No. Manufacturers have agreed 
to  withdraw  them  for  sale, 
starting  with  100W  in  2009, 
60W in 2010 and 40W in 2011. 

Where can I find out more? 

Contact  the  Energy  Saving 
Trust on 0800 512 012. 
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Carol Singing in the Village

Once again,  this  year,  the Methodist  Church Carol Singing Party,  with helpers from the other  
churches and the village,  will  be going around the streets of  Kennington in December singing  
carols for the Action for Children. This will be our 50th year—and never has a year been missed  
whatever the weather!

We begin at 6 pm prompt each evening, and finish by 7:30 pm.

Friday 17th Singers meet at the shops in Playfield Road at 6 pm to sing in The Avenue 
(west side) down to Grundy Crescent, and (east side) up to Manor Grove, and 
(west side again) to Cranbrook Drive;  Cranbrook Drive; Fairways; Playfield  
Road; Links Road; Liddiard Close; Simpsons Way.

Monday 20th Singers meet at the junction of Meadow View & Poplar Grove at 6 pm to 
sing in Poplar Grove from Meadow View to Manor Grove; Manor Grove; The 
Avenue (both  sides)  from Manor Grove to  Sandford Lane;  Sandford  Lane;  
Poplar Grove (southern end) to Meadow View;  Meadow View Road; Poplar  
Grove to Otters Reach.

Tuesday 21st Singers meet at St Swithun’s School at 6 pm to sing in  St Swithun’s Road;  
Kirk Close; Bagley Wood Road; Ross Court; The Avenue from Bagley Wood 
Road  to  Grundy  Crescent;  Grundy  Crescent;  The  Avenue from  Grundy 
Crescent to Poplar Grove; Otters Reach; River View.

Wednesday 22nd Singers meet at Kennington Post Office at 6 pm to sing in Kennington Road 
from Edward Road  to  Upper  Road;  Strode Court;  Upper  Road to  Kenville 
Road; Old Nursery View; Forest Side; Jackson Drive; Colley Wood; Perkins;  
Kenville Road.

Thursday 23rd Singers meet at the War Memorial at 6 pm to sing in Kennington Road from 
Bagley Wood Road to Edward Road; Edward Road; Upper Road from Edward 
Road to Bagley Close;  Blackman Close; Bagley Close;  Rowles Close; Upper  
Road to the bars; Woodcroft; Edith Court.

We invite everyone to join us. We need not only singers, but people over 16 years of age to act as  
collectors and helpers. Last year we raised £1,835. So, do come and help us on any of the above  
evenings, and keep an ear open for when the carol singers are in your street!

All details from John or Thelma Marson on 01865 735145.

Kennington Artists Festive Fair

You are invited to our Christmas Art Show at St Swithun’s Church Hall, Kennington

Saturday 4th & Sunday 5th December, 12 noon–6 pm. Free entry.

A selection of affordable Christmas gifts — Festive foods and drinks — Children’s activities

We hope that you will come along and enjoy a festive and sociable atmosphere with us.

Paintings — Handmade felt — Photography — Printing — Silver Jewellery — Illustrations

For more information and to look at a selection of artwork www.kenningtonartists.co.uk
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Kennington Methodist Church Christmas Carols 1960–2010

50  Years  and  more.  It’s  difficult  to  imagine  what 
Kennington  was  like  to  most  of  us  in  1960,  and  yet 
many people living here today can remember one thing 
that has remained constant in this changing world, and 
it’s  happened  every  Christmas.  It  originated  with  a 
group of Methodists, comprising a young man with an 
accordion  and  a  group  of  enthusiastic  singers  and 
collectors who called at every house in the village carol 
singing.  The  singers  were  mainly  local  Methodist 
children and the collectors their parents. In those days 
they could visit all the houses in three evenings but as 
the  village  grew,  just  imagine  how many  new homes 
have been built in the village since 1960, it became five, 
and even that has become difficult to achieve. Before the 
Methodist  Church  was  completed  in  1967,  church 
services were held in individuals’ homes and the carol 
singing began from one such meeting. At the conclusion 
of each of the evenings a church member would provide 
hot  soup at  their  home,  a  tradition that  continued for 
many years in the church.

On  the  final  evening,  which  for  many  years  was 
Christmas Eve,  a  small  group,  who had already been 
singing around the village for two hours or more, would 
turn up at the Tandem for a lively late evening session of 
carols, which provided a great boost to the collection.

The weather has played an important part. Some evenings have been unseasonably mild and dry, 
others have been extremely wet and of course last year was one of the coldest in living memory. On 
one occasion following several wet evenings when the bellows of the accordion became soaked, 
split and pulled apart, the singing continued unaccompanied, but an urgent repair was necessary to 
the accordion. Learning from this experience a cagoule is now provided to cover the instrument and 

player.  It  requires  a 
special  skill  to  play an 
accordion hidden under 
a  cagoule,  particularly 
when  walking,  and  we 
are  fortunate  to  have 
that  person  and  only 
ever  present  member, 
choirmaster,  TREVOR 
COWLETT. Fifty years 
on  and  Trevor’s 
commitment, effort and 
enthusiasm remains the 
same  as  does  his 
determination  to  raise 
money  for  disabled 
children.
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The charity he’s worked so hard for is the National Children’s Home recently renamed Action for 
Children.  Penhurst,  their 
Children’s  Home  for 
severely  disabled  children 
at  Chipping  Norton,  has 
been the major beneficiary.

This  connection  with 
Penhurst  developed further 
when  the  Methodist  youth 
club  paid  regular  visits  to 
the  Home  to  join  in  with 
their social activities. These 
visits  were a great success 
and  the  benefits  from  the 
carol singing could be seen 
and were fully  appreciated 
by  the  residents.  It’s 
difficult  to  quantify  the 
actual  amount  raised  but 

it’s estimated to be in the region of £50,000. 
In recognition of this achievement (and other 
monies  raised),  the  pupils  of  the  home 
recently created a painting and presented it to 
the  church.  This  is  now  displayed  in  the 
Methodist  church  and  a  photograph  of  it  is 
shown here.

Of course Trevor could not have achieved this without the dedication of hundreds of helpers over 
the  50  years.  A particular  mention  here  must  go  to  BRENDA,  Trevor’s  wife,  who  organised 
everything from the start until her untimely death in 1995, and was sorely missed by everyone 
involved. As previously mentioned it was started by Methodists, but was soon joined by the other  
Church members  in  Kennington.  In  recent  years  they’ve  been joined by helpers  from Oxford, 
Abingdon and many of the local villages. And it has been known for overseas visitors to join in 
what they see as a quintessential British oddity, a bit like Morris dancing!

It  is  hoped the  tradition  will  continue  for  many  years,  as  many  Kennington  residents  believe 
Christmas starts when the carol singers knock on their door.

In  Trevor’s  own  words,  “nothing  has  stopped  the  carol  singing  whatever  the  circumstances.” 
Therefore, look out for them this year between 17th and 23rd December starting at 6 pm in a road 
near you, and trust he’s right!

The singers will be starting from and singing around these locations:

Friday 17th Playfield Road shops

Monday 20th Junction of Meadow View & Poplar Grove

Tuesday 21st St Swithun’s School

Wednesday 22nd Kennington Post Office

Thursday 23rd War Memorial

— John Marson, Kennington Methodist Church
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Kennington Link WI
November 2010 Meeting

At the start of this month’s talk members were invited to hand round a phial containing 
particles of gold from the Yukon. Amanda Wood was speaking on the Last Great Gold 
Rush in  the Klondike and showed pictures  of  this  event,  which began in 1896.  Initially,  three 
prospectors crossing Rabbit Creek saw something glistening in the water. When they dipped their 
hands into the creek specks of gold adhered to their fingers. This was the beginning of the great  
gold rush. We saw the appalling weather conditions that prospectors had to endure, and could only 
admire their stamina. In order to cross the American-Canadian border everyone was obliged to take 
one ton of goods with them, this included food, clothes, tools and a stove, but nevertheless it was 
no surprise that many perished on the journey. Soon the gold began to run out and it was all gone 
by the end of 1899. A few American prospectors still go there for six weeks each summer—but for 
the rest of the year they live in Florida! A sincere vote of thanks was given by Mrs Afzal.

The President had earlier opened the meeting in the time-honoured way.

An invitation had been received from Radley WI inviting five members to attend their “Christmas 
Pie” on 2nd December.

A lovely table decoration in autumn colours had been arranged by Mrs Naseem Afzal. It was agreed 
this would be taken to Betty and Les Tappin.

A reminder was given of next month’s Sales Table, which will have a Christmas theme.

The next meeting will be on 1  st   December   when we look forward to hearing Mrs Christine Whild 
with her ‘Christmas Words and Music’.

We meet at 2:15 at the Methodist Church and visitors are most welcome.

Kennington Overseas Aid 2010
Supporting Practical Action in Peru

At the AGM, marking the end of the 2010 KOA season, it was announced 
that the total sum raised for Practical Action was well over £25,000! Thank 
you to everyone who has helped achieve this wonderful result.

Looking ahead to 2011

We now start to think about 2011, which will be KOA’s 43rd year. There will 
be a meeting on Thursday 13th January at 8pm, in St. Swithun’s Church Hall, 
when next year’s project will be selected.

The three charities that have been asked to submit proposals are:

• Tools for Self Reliance

• Mali Development Group

• Integrated Village Development Trust (IVDT) in India

Copies of the proposals are now available. If you would like one please contact one of us. Anyone 
may come to the meeting and vote, so do come along and have your say. It would be lovely to see 
new faces as we are always ready to welcome volunteers for our various events. If you are unable  
to attend but would like to vote please contact us.

Brenda Groth (739229) Halcyon Leonard (452783)
KOA Chair 2010 www.koa.org.uk Vice Chair
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Kennington Library Newsletter
Dear Villager, 2010 is drawing to a close; we have served 12,253 customers over the last 12 months 
so it makes an average 18 of you per hour open. With the support of the Friends of Kennington 
Library we held  eight  Author  Talks  on Wednesday mornings,  and a  one-day Literary  Festival, 
which was a great success! We also held a monthly Rhymetime and a fun, well attended “Summer 
Read Award Party” for the children.

For this month’s Rhymetime see page 39.

Wednesday 1st December will be our Open to All Book Review of the Year 2010.

Please come and share your favourite book accompanied by mulled wine and mince pies.

A great opportunity to get inspiration for your Christmas list!

As always borrowing up to 20 books is free from the libraries, but if you wish to buy some as 
presents, may I remind you that Friends of Kennington Library members have a 10% discount from 
the two independent Abingdon book shops—see the back of your yellow membership card.

The support of the Friends is absolutely vital to the extra services offered to our community; please 
do not forget to renew your membership in January 2011. We hope that even more of you will join 
our support group in the New Year.

As usual all libraries will close Christmas Eve at 1 pm and reopen Tuesday 4th January 2011.

Kennington Library: closes Wednesday 22nd December at 12:30 pm
reopens Wednesday 5th January at 10 am

We reopen on the first Wednesday of the month so don’t miss the Author Talk (below)!

The Christmas and New Year break means extended borrowing time so come during the third week 
of December and borrow those extended version DVDs such as the BBC “British Isles: A Natural 
History”( viewing time 6½ hours), or why not reserve your favourite film today so it has enough 
time  to  arrive  before  the  Christmas  holidays.  You  can  check  the  catalogue  on  line  at 
www.libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk.

Marie-Christine and I sincerely wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!

We also would like to thank you for your continuous support over these uncertain times. Please 
carry  on,  maybe  during  this  season  of  good  will  you  could  send  an  extra  card  to  our  local 
Councillor Mr A Fatemian (160 Kennington Rd) and MP Nicola Blackwood (House of Commons, 
London) and let them know how much you appreciate our small but popular Library, Many Thanks.

See you soon at the library.

Dominique Henderson, 01865 730763, www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Author’s talk
Kennington Library, Wednesday 5th January, 10:30 am

The Friends of  Kennington Library are proud to welcome

Turl Street Storytellers
“It Could Only Happen In Oxford” — Books 1 & 2

‘Oxford is a place where all kinds of strange things are possible. This collection 
makes the most of the wonderful locations the city provides, and shows that the 
smallest little corner or the most ordinary-looking street can hide all kinds of 
mystery and excitement.’ — Philip Pullman

Refreshments kindly provided by Friends of  Kennington Library

For more information contact Kennington Library 01867 730763
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Parish Council Matters

November 2010 Meeting

Work  is  under  way  to  replace  the  railway 
bridge at the north of the village. At present the 
bridge is open for cyclists and pedestrians only. 
Network Rail will build a temporary footbridge 
to make the route to Oxford accessible during the 
whole project. Access would be relatively easy, 
but narrow, so cyclists would have to dismount. 
The  County  Council  supplied  the  Clerk  with 
details  of  a  contact  name  for  Birse,  the 
contractors.  Following  her  call  the  Clerk  was 
contacted  by  an  officer  of  the  County  Council 
Bridges  section.  He  explained  some  of  the 
technical  details  of  the  size  and dimensions  of 
the new bridge. It  was intended to be wider to 
allow a  shared  cycle  and  pedestrian  path.  The 
visibility  of  oncoming  traffic  over  the  bridge 
would  be  improved.  She  had  spoken  to  the 
contractor,  Birse,  who  would  supply  the  Clerk 
with  notices  about  the  closure  for  the  village 
noticeboards. It was intended to have a monthly 
meeting  with  the  Parish  Council  to  keep them 
updated on progress on the replacement bridge. 
There would be a  limited opening for  vehicles 
one  way  from  10th to  20th December  to  allow 
access  to  Oxford  for  Christmas  shopping.  The 
Clerk  had  asked  the  County  Council  via  Cllr 
Fatemian  if  there  could  be  a  traffic  count 
undertaken  to  see  if  there  was  any  noticeable 
change in the volume of traffic travelling through 
the village.

Following  the  successful  achievement  of 
Fairtrade Status for the village, it was suggested 
that the Best Kept Village sign be removed and 
replaced by one which mentioned both being a 
Fairtrade  Village  and  winning  the  competition. 
There  was  no  approved  design  so  it  was 
suggested that  it  be as simple as possible.  The 
Clerk would contact a number of companies to 
get a design and costs.

The Parish Council had been contacted by the 
Vale  of  White  Horse  District  Council  about 
arrangements  for  the  May  elections  in  2011. 
They  were  consulting  about  the  number  of 
polling stations in the village. The members of 
the Parish Council agreed with the proposal that 
there  would  be  only  one  polling  station  at  the 
Village  Hall.  This  was  because  access  to  St 
Swithun’s  School  hall  was  difficult  for  people 
with disabilities. So when the election cards are 

printed for the three polls, for the Parish Council, 
District Council and Referendum on the Voting 
System in May 2011, remember to come to the 
Village Hall to cast your vote.

The  Parish  Council  was  informed  that  the 
County Council will be taking over the running 
of  the  Concessionary  Bus  Passes  from  the 
District Councils starting on 1st April 2011. They 
were consulting on the proposal that the hours of 
eligibility would be 9 am to 11 pm in the week 
and  they  would  retain  companion  passes  for 
disabled  people  who  needed  help.  They  were 
proposing not  to  offer  any alternatives  such as 
the Senior Rail Card or National Travel Tokens. 
They were also withdrawing the use of the pass 
on  Dial-a-Ride  and  Door  to  Door  transport 
schemes. The deadline for any comments to the 
County Council is 14th December 2010.

The  Parish  Council  would  like  feedback on 
the  new  play  area  from  children  and  their 
families. Please see the questionnaire on page 14.

— Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

Flag Days 2010
December—No flag days
January
20th Birthday of HRH The Countess of Wessex

Finally  the  members  of  the  Parish  
Council and the Clerk wish you a Merry  
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Dates of Council Meetings
December 2010

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 9th December at 7:30 pm.

There is no Saturday office in December.

The Planning Committee meets
Tuesday 14th December at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 

receipt of the plan as they only have 21 days to 
send in their comments. Therefore please 

telephone or email the Clerk immediately you 
receive notification to ensure the Parish Council 
members are aware of any neighbour objections. 

Plans can be viewed by arrangement with the 
Clerk or online at www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

All meetings are normally held in the Village 
Centre and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Women’s Institute WI
November 2010

The President welcomed members and several guests to our November meeting. 
After various items of business, Mrs  Palma introduced Miss Kathleen  Scroggins 
who then proceeded to demonstrate making up several lovely floral arrangements, 
while at the same time giving tips on keeping flowers fresh. These arrangements 
were then entered into our raffle.

This month’s competition—a Christmas arrangement in a wine glass—was judged by our speaker 
and the 1st prize was given to Miss Gwyneth Thomas, 2nd to Mrs Yvonne Enock and 3rd to Mrs June 
Maine.

Members were reminded that our December meeting will start at 7 pm.

Please note that our Christmas Coffee Morning is taking place on Saturday 11th December in 
the Village Centre from 10 am to 12 noon.  There will be a number of stalls, including cakes, 
preserves, craft items, nearly new clothes and children’s competition.

Everyone in the village is welcome. Please come along.

Kennington Allotments

Oxford & District Federation of Allotment Associations—Competition 2010

We have been judged winner of the Alderman Knight Shield for the Best Kept Allotment Site for 
2010. David Allen, our chair, was presented the Shield and a cheque for £25 by John Goddard, 
Lord Mayor of Oxford last night at the awards ceremony.

But that’s not all! — Jo Faulkner (plot 249) won the best plot in the under 35 years section, and Di 
Cox (plot 318) won the best newcomers category.

So well done to Jo and Di, and a big thank you from David and me to you all for achieving this 
great accolade—the first time we have ever won this award. Clearly it was worth all the nagging!

For more details, see our website: www.southwardkenningtonallotments.co.uk

— Tim Gardiner, Secretary,  01865 739653, timgardiner@ntlworld.com

Christmas Festival

Start your Christmas with a visit to see the displays at our three local churches:

St James’s Radley Mys-tree Festival

St Leonard’s Sunningwell Christmas Tree Festival

St Swithun’s Kennington Crib Festival

Monday 6th–Friday 10th, 9 am–5 pm
Saturday 11th, 12 am–12 noon

With Fairtrade refreshments — Free entry — just drop in
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Kennington Health Centre

Extended Hours: Normal opening hours are 8:30 am–1 pm and 2–6:30 pm.
Our pattern of extended hours in any calendar month:

Week 2 & 3 Open Saturday morning 8:30–11:45 am

All other weeks Open Monday and Thursday evenings until 8:15 pm

Our Christmas 2010 and New Year 2011 opening times are as follows.

December: Friday 24th 8:30 am–12 noon
Wednesday 29th 8:30 am–6:30 pm
Thursday 30th 8:30 am–8:15 pm
Friday 31st 8:30 am–6:30 pm

CLOSED: Saturday 25th–Tuesday 28th December, and Saturday 1st–Monday 3rd January

Open as usual from Tuesday 4th January 2011.

We are pleased to welcome to the practice Dave Dixon, our new Practice Manager.

I am retiring from the practice after 18 years, and would like to take this opportunity to thank the  
many friends I have made in Kennington for a very happy time working here. It goes without 
saying that I will miss you all, and the wonderful team at the Health Centre.

The doctors and staff join me in wishing all our patients and your families and friends a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Did you know… Order your repeat prescriptions on-line at www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Yvonne Milward, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, yvonne.milward@nhs.net

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. 
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 45).

Antoinetta (Nettie) Graves

It is with deep regret that I advise you of the death of my Mother, Nettie, on Friday 29th October, 
aged 83. Nettie and her husband, Laurie, lived in Kennington for 14 years, taking a large part in 
the Catholic  Church and the Kennington Overseas  Aid Weeks.  They moved to  Fairlight near 
Hastings in 1985, where Laurie passed away in 1999. Nettie was involved with her local church 
and only recently stopped doing the flower arranging, continuing to play Bridge until three weeks 
before  she  died.  Nettie will  be  greatly  missed  by  all  her  family,  as  she  was  a  wonderful 
stepmother, mother, mother-in-law, grandma and friend.

— Michael, Sue, Antoinette, Barry & Claire Graves

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library.

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

Extra articles too large or too late for publication also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last notification: Oxfordshire Museum; Links Play Area (see page 14).
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Kennington History Society
At the October meeting the Society members, with a sprinkling of visitors, enjoyed an illustrated 
talk entitled ‘The History of the Parks and Gardens in Oxfordshire’ by  James Bond, a retired 
member of Oxfordshire County Council’s Museum Service.

James recounted the history of parks and garden and the men that designed them, with particular 
reference to the County. A major part of the talk concentrated on the development over the years of 
the park and gardens at Blenheim Palace in Woodstock, including reference to Mr Bond’s part in 
identifying a canal system there, which predated the lake.

In November, despite freezing temperatures, the hall was again full when the Society had a talk, by 
local resident Geoff Rose, entitled ‘The History of the Oxford City Police.’ Geoff, a retired police 
officer and published author on the subject, gave an informative and very amusing talk covering the 
history  of  the  City’s  police  force  from its  formation  in  the  early  19 th Century  until  its  recent 
amalgamation the with adjoining County Forces. The assembly was delighted by Geoff’s many 
stories from the past, bringing to life the problems experienced by those pioneer law enforcement 
officers and made more difficult by the Force’s complicated relationship with University.

‘this month’

This month on Monday 20th December 2010 at 7:45pm in the Methodist Church, in keeping with 
the  time of  year,  the  History Society  will  host  a  presentation  entitled  ‘Christmas  at  Sulgrave 
Manor’ (birthplace of George Washington’s Ancestors), a talk by a representative from the Manor 
on the Traditions and Feasting of the Season. The talk will be followed by seasonal refreshments.

‘next month’

The first event of the New Year will be on Monday 17th January 2011 (normal time and place) and 
will be a joint illustrated presentation by George Ross and Roger Gelder, entitled ‘The Search for  
Oxford’s Medieval Wall’: An Odyssey in Pictures of the City’s Historic Past. This not only will 
be the story of two members’ personal search for the remains of Oxford’s medieval fortifications 
but also will cover details of some of the historic events found to be related to the environs of the  
City Wall.

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
It’s almost Christmas, the time of year that burglars enjoy. Here 
are some reminders of how to avoid being victim to burglary.

1. Don’t  advertise  new gifts  or  purchases  to  burglars  by 
leaving the boxes or packaging in plain view. Put them 
in a wheelie bin or black bag or store them for future use 
or disposal.

2. Keep all windows and doors locked if you are not in the 
room; always check before you go out even if it’s only for a couple of minutes.

3. Place all keys out of view. Obtaining keys makes a burglar’s work much easier.
4. Beware bogus callers. If an unexpected caller comes to your house don’t let them in unless 

you are 100% sure of their legitimacy. If in doubt, don’t. Legitimate callers will not be upset 
if you turn them away.

5. If you are unsure of any suspicious persons or activity call the Thames Valley Police non-
emergency line 0845 8 505 505

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
0845 8 505 505, Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk www.crimestoppers-uk.org
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Luke Biggs

Just thought you would like to know that Luke had a Bowel transplant on Saturday 
30th October at Birmingham Children’s Hospital.

He is doing well and hopes to be home by Christmas.

All the family thanks you for all your thoughts and prayers; we appreciate them.

Redbridge Closure—update

The Old Bridge will be open one way towards Oxford from Kennington Road from 10 th to 20th 

December 2010 to allow an easier route to Oxford for Christmas shopping.

City of Oxford Silver Band

Simply Christmas—A Family Concert

Saturday 11th December, 8 pm, Oxford Town Hall

Featuring:
City of Oxford Silver Band — John Oxlade, Organ — Marsh Baldon Primary School Choir

Tickets £4. Under-16s Free. For tickets, contact Frank Wolff, 14 Rowles Close, 01865 326271.

New Year’s Day: Walking the Bounds, New Year’s Day

We will meet at 11:00 am in Village Centre Car Park.

See you then!

Roger Dennett, 07816 152 705

Rhymetime
Wednesday 15th December, 10:45–11:15 am.

Come for the retelling of the Christmas story, and join us to sing along 
to Christmas rhymes and carols in both English and French.

Refreshments kindly provided by
The Friends of Kennington Library.

Weight Strategy

As part of Oxfordshire’s healthy weight strategy, NHS Oxfordshire wants to find out what you do 
to maintain a healthy weight, if you know where to go for information, and what support you think 
should be on offer to help people to maintain a healthy weight and lifestyle. You can tell us what 
you think online at http://bit.ly/dnmQe4 — Annika Howard, NHS Oxfordshire, 01865 334643
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Village Diary

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mon & Thu Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am
Tue Weight Watchers Evening St Swithun’s School 6:30 pm
Tue & Thu Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am
Thu Community Sale (term-time only) Kennington Playgroup 12 noon–4 pm
Fri Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30, 4:30, 5pm

December 2010
Wed 1 Kennington Link WI: Christmas Words & Music Village Centre 2:15 pm
Sun 5 Carols around the Tree, with mince pies afterwards War Memorial 6 pm
Wed 8 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 9 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 10 United Choirs: Gilbert & Sullivan’s Patience Methodist Hall 7:30 pm

Sat 11
Kennington WI: Christmas Coffee Morning Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
United Choirs: Gilbert & Sullivan’s Patience Methodist Hall 7:30 pm

Tue 14
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Thu 16
Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm
Parish Council: Budget Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Fri 17 Carol Singing around the Village 6 pm

Sun 19
Carol Service Methodist Church 10:30 am

Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 20 History Society: Oxford’s Medieval Walls Methodist Church Hall 7:45 pm
Mon 20
–Thu 23

Carol Singing Around the Village 6 pm

Thu 24 Christmas Eve Communion Methodist Church 3 pm
Fri 25 All-Age Service for Christmas Morning Methodist Church 9:30 am

January 2011
Tue 4 Kennington Link WI: Members’ Time Village Centre 2:15 pm
Tue 11 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Wed 12 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 13 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 16 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 17 Kennington History Society: Oxford City Walls Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Sat 29 RNLI “SOS” Coffee Morning 13 Edward Road 10 am–12 noon
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