


The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
The Rev Em Coley 01865 735135

The New Vicarage, Ross Court, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739356

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
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St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
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CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests
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POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577........................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter

I think our society is firmly divided into two categories—those who love the January sales, and 
those who would rather have their left kidney removed than to have to endure the torture that is  
shopping in the post-Christmas rush. I belong to the former. I love shopping, in pretty much all its 
guises  (except  perhaps,  shoe  shopping  with  my  daughter!)  and  whilst  this  might  reveal  my 
materialistic tendencies, I think there is nothing like the feeling of having bought a pair of shoes or 
boots at a fantastic discount. (For those who are interested, my record was 8 years ago, a pair of 
knee-high, lace-up Ravel boots reduced from £85 to £15. The good feeling lasted for days!) And so  
I am more than willing to battle through the crowds looking for the next bargain.

But the one thing I don’t really like about January Sales shopping is the sight of the discarded 
Christmas decorations at knock down prices. For one, it is a reminder that if I was more organised I  
would  be shopping for  next  year’s  presents  (groan!),  but  mainly  because it  is  a  reminder  that  
Christmas is over and done with for another year, and that can bring with it the familiar sense of 
anti-climax.

And so this year I resolve to remind myself that the message of Christmas is eternal. Unlike the 
stocks of Christmas wine, the memories of good food, and the beauty of the decorations; the love, 
hope and light that Jesus brought into this world do not diminish, fade or decay. But it is up to us to 
keep our eyes open to the presence of God in our World—to be aware of his nourishment and 
beauty. And it is up to us to be his agents here—we are tasked to remind people of God’s comfort,  
to act with his compassion, to share his joy and to celebrate his love. I believe that if we undertake 
this task it will be a happy new year indeed—and longer-lasting than a pair of new boots at a 
bargain price!

— Em Coley

Services in January

Sun 2nd 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 9th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 16th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 23rd 9:00 am Parish Communion
10:30 am Unity All Age Service with 

Baptism
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 30th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:00 pm Songs of Praise at St James 

the Great, Radley

Children’s Church

Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a 
family service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Circuit Office:
The Revd Rosemary Davies Wesley Memorial Church
9 Ramsay Road New Inn Hall Street
Headington Oxford
Oxford OX1 2DH
OX3 8AX 01865 243216
01865 763676

SERVICES FOR JANUARY

Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 am.

Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 12th at 10:30 am. There will also be a 
celebration of Holy Communion on Christmas Eve, 24th December at 3 pm.

PREACHERS FOR JANUARY AT 10:30 am WILL BE:

2nd The Revd Bob Whorton, the Chaplain of Sobell House.

9th Paul Spray, from Oxford.

16th COVENANT SUNDAY. The Minister,  the  Revd Rosemary  Davies.  This  will  be  the 
Annual Covenant Service, and will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

23rd UNITY SERVICE in St. Swithun’s Parish Church at 11 a.m. There will be NO service 
in the Methodist Church today.

30th CAFÉ CHURCH. Informal worship led by the Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies.
6:30 pm. Circuit Service at Lime Walk.

The  CHURCH  INSTRUMENTAL  GROUP meets  at  10 am each  Sunday  morning,  and 
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with your 
family, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for  
new residents and visitors to the village.

THE WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY (18th to 25th January)

Thursday 20th Holy Communion in St Swithun’s Church at 10:30 am

Sunday 23rd Unity Service in St Swithun’s Church at 11 am

Monday 24th Mass in the Church of the Good Shepherd at 6:30 pm

Tuesday 25th Unity Service in the Methodist Church at 2:30 pm

We are all asked to give these services our full support that “we all may be one that the world might 
believe”.

OTHER DATES FOR JANUARY
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.

Tuesday 11th The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Sunday 16th The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the  Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.
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Thursday 20th The  Ecumenical  Study  Group  &  Prayer  Fellowship meets  at  8  St 
Swithun’s Road at 2:30 pm. Everyone is most welcome.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will be held 
in the Methodist  Church Hall  in Upper Road on  TUESDAY 11th JANUARY from  10 am onwards. 
There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross, Pam Forster, and Joy Margetts. 
Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning out.’

The December Coffee Morning raised £272.86.
The February Coffee Morning will be held Tuesday 8th February at 10 am.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, Pam and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by month 
to  make  these  Coffee  Mornings  such  a  financial  success,  and  such  a  happy  time  of  friendship  for 
everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private function, 
please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is allowed on any 
Methodist  Church  premises.  Kindly  note  that  the  Church  is  NOT available  for  bookings  on  ANY 
SATURDAY.

Churches Together in Kennington
Just  before  Christmas  I  met  up  with  a  friend  of  mine—a 
Headteacher who lives near my previous parish. I don’t get to 
see her very often, but she has the most extraordinary gift. No 
matter  how tired  or  stressed  I  am,  when  I’ve  been in  her 
company I feel energised and full of beans! She makes me 
laugh the moment I see her, she helps me to see the unusual 
and the humorous in everyday life, and she brings life and 
freshness  to  my  outlook  on  things.  I  choose  my  words 
carefully when I say she has a gift, because I think her impact 
on me, and others, is a precious commodity indeed.

In church we think about gifts around this time of year as we celebrate Epiphany—the arrival of the three  
wise men to Jesus’ stable in Bethlehem. It doesn’t really matter whether these people were kings, whether 
there were three of them, or whether there were women as well (unlikely—but it has been suggested had 
they been three wise women they would have asked the way and so arrived on time!). But significantly 
they brought with them gifts: gold, frankincense and myrrh representing kingship, holiness and suffering 
respectively. Even at this early stage of Jesus’ life, important clues were given as to who he was, and how 
he would redeem the world.

But it has got me thinking, are we conscious of our own gifts? Are we aware of the characteristics that we 
have that are a blessing to others? Indeed, do we ever take the time to tell our friends and family of the  
ways in which they enhance our lives? Perhaps this is a good month to undertake to do just that. To 
recognise in ourselves those things we are good at, the ways in which we can have a positive impact on 
others. And perhaps we could also take the time to point out to others the encouraging contribution they 
make to our lives as well. We all have life-enhancing gifts, it’s just a case of being aware of them.

In January we mark the week of prayer for Christian Unity. Do join us at one or more of these unity 
services in January:

Thursday 20th 10:30 am Holy Communion at St Swithun’s
Monday 24th 6:30 pm Mass at the Good Shepherd
Tuesday 25th 2:30 pm Methodist Church

— Em Coley
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The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

6 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
mailto:nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


7



Kennington Library Closure

The Council  has  proposed closing the 20 smaller  libraries  in the county including Kennington 
Library, and over 100 people attended the Parish Council Meeting in the Village Hall in December 
regarding this closure.

Councillors  Judith  Heathcoat and John Jackson were  present  to  explain  that  there  would  be  a 
consultation,  they had very few facts available yet,  and the decision to close had already been 
proposed. The closures are scheduled for the first quarter of 2012.

The Friends of Kennington Library have initiated a campaign to save Kennington Library and to 
work together with the other 19 libraries in an effort to save all of them. They will hold a public 
meeting in the Village Hall at 7:30 pm on Friday 14th January. At the time of publication, the  
date had not been confirmed, so please confirm either at our library or by calling Paddy Landau  
on 01865 429135.

If  you  wish  to  support  Kennington  Library,  and  indeed  all  20  libraries,  you  may  pass  your 
comments  directly  to  Cllr  Heathcoat at  judith.heathcoat@oxfordshire.gov.uk,  or  to  the  official 
email address futurelibraries@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

As the closures depend partly on the number of people visiting the library, the best way you can 
show support is to visit the library during its opening hours (see the newsletter page 20) and either 
renew your membership if expired; or, if you took out either membership at a different library or 
before Kennington Library was computerised,  change your membership to Kennington Library. 
Our Librarian, Dominique Henderson, or one of her assistants will be happy to help you.

You  can  support  the  Friends  of  Kennington  Library directly  by  becoming  a  member.  The 
Friends will be available during library hours from the 5th and at the meeting on the 14th to become 
a member or to renew your membership, which costs just £2 and pays the overheads for all the 
children and adult events for the year. (Alternatively, contact Sylvia on 01865 739071.) We thank 
the Parish Council and Village Hall Management Committee for their support and organising the 
meeting in December, with only a week to fill the hall.

Kennington Festival Group

Well, it’s happened—a nice lady has approached me and said that she would like to join the 
group but doesn’t like playing Bingo. However, she and her husband would really like to 
have a game of Scrabble with some like-minded people, so if this takes your fancy please 
do come and join us. We could also offer other games if anyone shows an interest.

Come along at 2 pm and join in an activity, and then everyone will meet up for tea and 
cakes at 3:15 pm.

Our next meetings at 2–4 pm in the Village Centre will be:

• 3rd, 17th and 31st January

• 14th (Valentines Day) and 28th February

Transport  is  available  for  those  with  mobility  problems.  Let  us  know and  one  of  our 
voluntary drivers will  pick you up. Please contact  Margaret  on 01865 730353 for more 
information.
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Headway Oxford

Headway Oxford  is  grateful  to  KADS for  choosing  to  donate  their  ticket  sales  of  their  latest 
pantomime,  “Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Wolf.” This donation will  help towards the cost of 
providing therapy sessions for people with Acquired Brain Injury, who attend the Oxford Centre 
based in the Good Shepherd Church premises in Bagley Wood Road, Kennington.

Thank you—your support is appreciated.

British Legion Poppy Appeal 2010

The bank has counted the money and we now have the results of the 2010 appeal.

It’s a great one—a total of £4,326.20! £344 up on last year’s total. It is amazing how each year’s  
giving increases on the year before. In 2010 Kennington has broken through £4,000 for the first 
time.

Thanks go to all who gave so generously and, especially, to the army of poppy sellers who did the 
house-to-house collection.

— Barbara Boyne and Sheila and Michael Prior

Keep fit for the over 60’s

Some of the residents of Edith Court are having exercise classes, sitting in chairs, in the lounge. We 
would like a few more people to participate for this to be a success so if you would like to join us  
please comes along.

Friday 14th January 10:30–11.30 am

or come at 10 am if you would like a coffee beforehand

£2.00 for the exercise class and 50p for coffee.

For more information please contact Mary on 01865 327444.

Luke Biggs

Luke came home 2nd December and helped put up the Christmas Tree and decorate it on the 11th. 
The last two Christmases were spent in hospital. At the time of writing he is doing very well and his 
last  check-up at  Birmingham showed good progress.  He has to be careful where he goes,  and 
everyone who visits the family have to wash and gel their hands to prevent the spread of infection 
for six months. Colds and viruses are forbidden!

The family wishes you all a Happy and Healthy New Year. 
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KADS News

OVERTURE AND BEGINNERS PLEASE—By the time you read this there will be only a few 
weeks left until our first night. We are all huffing and puffing in Higgledy Piggledy to bring you all  
a great show. It has been hard to keep warm during the cold weather, but our choreographer Sara 
has made sure to warm us up with busy routines, and Alan by stretching our vocal chords.

The costumes look great, and the principals have thrown themselves into the task of entertaining 
you with a fun script.  ALL WE NEED NOW IS YOU! So don’t delay, as ticket sales have been 
very good in the run-up to Xmas, and some performances have nearly sold out.

Box Office enquiries to 01865 739025. Our chosen charity this year is the local HEADWAY, which 
does such good work for people with brain injuries. It will receive a portion of all our ticket sales.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU ALL THERE.

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: January 2011 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events:

Just think, by the time you read this, the nights will be drawing out and our thoughts will be turning 
to spring! Well… maybe… so what better way than to start the new year off than the KHS (no not 
the history society!) social evening on Wednesday 19th January, when the nights will definitely 
be getting shorter! There will be plenty of cheese, wine & nibbles, a quiz, photos of some of last 
year’s events and the chance to swap some gardening gossip. Village Centre 7:30 pm. Members 
only.

Wednesday 16th February, 7:30 pm, Village Centre

Chris perks, our vegetable judge, will be following up his talk from last August with ‘Growing for 
Showing.’ He showed what he could grow; hopefully he will now tell us how.

Wednesday 16th March, 7:30 pm, Village Centre

Gardens of the Ashmolean. An illustrated talk by Jude Barrett. Admission to each talk will be 
£2.00, and £3.00 to non-members, with complimentary tea & coffee.

The committee is in the process of drawing up next year’s programme to commence in April. Plans 
are underfoot for a spring coach outing to RHS Wisley. We hope to have a draft programme in time 
for the social evening when bookings can be made for the  Wisley trip. As this will be a heavily 
discounted outing due the Society’s affiliation to the RHS, only bookings from members will be 
taken in the first instant.

Garden holiday to Norfolk: Thursday 23rd—Monday 27th June

This holiday is effectively full with 47 members signed up and a couple of seats on hold. If you 
have an interest or would like more information, please contact the treasurer on 730961.
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Looking to get fit? Justjog in Kennington

Will your New Year’s resolutions include get fit, meet friends or have fun? If so, read on as we 
may be able to help…

The Justjog group in Kennington started in the summer of 2010 offering complete beginners the 
chance to jog in a fun and social environment. The group met on a weekly basis, with all of the  
participants steadily increasing their fitness since. They are now aiming for a 10 Km jog in the 
spring, and five members of the team recently completed the Cornbury Park five mile trail race.

The group welcomes joggers of all abilities who can jog for 30 minutes or more to join them in 
their weekly sessions in the New Year. If you are interested then simply get in touch with jog leader 
Simon Smith on 07854 825274.

Simon trained as a trained jog leader as part of the “Run in England” partnership with GO Active 
(Get  Oxfordshire  Active),  aimed at  giving everyone the chance  to  take some regular  exercise. 
Simon says, “We are an easygoing, sociable jogging group. Our training caters for all abilities 
and  is  non-competitive—the  only  competition  is the  difference  in  fitness  and  well-being 
between the new you and the old you!”

GO  Active’s philosophy is a perfect match for Run in England. “Getting active is about having 
more energy; socializing; feeling good about yourself; enjoying yourself; and perhaps improving 
fitness, health or achieving goals. It’s not all about training for marathons or competing at the top 
but if that’s your ultimate aim then great!”

An upfront fee of £20 will pay for your Run in England membership (including free technical T-
shirt, running water bottle, public liability insurance and discounts on some running events).

VIPS wanted

Fancy joining the ranks of VIPS and being somebody really special?

Volunteer
I ndependent
P arental
S upporters

What makes an Independent Parental Supporter so important?

Any parent of a child with Special Educational Needs will tell you what a difference it makes when 
they have someone with them at a meeting about their child’s education; someone who can take 
notes; someone who can explain the jargon; someone who listens and someone by their side.

Join the VIPS and you could make a real difference! FREE Training is provided, so you’re not  
thrown in at the deep end. ALL expenses paid so you won’t be out of pocket.

Interested?  For  more  information  and  dates  of  next  training  course  available,  phone  Parent 
Partnership Oxfordshire 01865 810516 or e-mail parentpartnership@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
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Kennington and District United Church Choirs

The Kennington & District  United Church Choirs  have just  given their  4  performances  of 
Patience by Gilbert & Sullivan. Again, the amount raised was outstanding, especially considering 
the icy weather and the economic situation. The concerts in Witney and at Oxsrad raised £750 for 
Christian Aid and Oxsrad funds. But again Kennington hit the jackpot. The two concerts in the 
village raised £1,185.28 in hard cash (more than last year). There was an anonymous gift of £3,000.

When Gift Aid is added, we shall be giving  Penhurst Action for Children Special School for 
severely disabled young people in Chipping Norton  a total of  £4,985.28.  This is a wonderful 
total—the 4 concerts having raised £5,735.28 altogether.

We thank all those who supported the concerts in any way. As for the performances themselves, the 
music was brilliant—where else would you get FIFA and Jeremy Clarkson lurking in an opera? We 
hope you were there!

The Choirs have also been singing carols in the Westgate Shopping Centre in Oxford and raised 
£300 for Save the Children two hours on 10th December.

After a well-earned rest, the Choirs begin rehearsals on Mendelssohn’s Elijah for a concert in the 
Holywell Music Room in Oxford in May. If you enjoy singing, we would be pleased to welcome 
you. The first rehearsal will be on Friday 14th January at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church Hall 
in  Upper Road,  and each following Friday at the same time and place. Library copies will be 
available. If you are interested have a word with  Trevor Cowlett  on  01865 735885,  or visit our 
website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk. We would be pleased to welcome you.

New Year’s Day: Walking the Bounds 2011

New Year’s Day

We will meet at 11:00 am in Village Centre Car Park

See you then!

Roger Dennett, 07816 152 705

Oxfordshire Advocacy

The charity Oxfordshire Advocacy provides free advocates for people who are having difficulty 
getting their voices heard about matters concerning them. Our schemes help those with short-term 
issues, those with learning disabilities, those with dementia or those who lack capacity.

We are always looking for new volunteers, each receiving training and expenses, and we ask for 
one year commitment. The time constraint is not large and there is continual support throughout. 
Our next training is being held on the 3rd, 4th and 11th February.

Contact Rebecca Norris, Volunteer Coordinator and Administrator, Oxfordshire Advocacy.
01865 741200, oadg@oadg.org.uk, www.oadg.org.uk. Charity № 1131403
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Kennington Overseas Aid 2011

Kennington has changed, for the better,  the lives of tens of thousands of 
people. You can have your say on Thursday 13th January and decide whom 
we will help in this our 43rd year. The Independent on Sunday chose Practical 
Action’s  work  in  Peru  (KOA2010)  for  its  Christmas  appeal  saying,  Too 
often,  grandiose aid projects  are imposed on poor countries  without  the  
technical assistance or cash for spare parts to keep them working.

Small  is  beautiful  when  it  comes  to  aid,  as  we  have  shown.  Chronicle 
readers are aware that  a school library in Benin,  a preschool community 
centre in KwaZulu-Natal, and a street children’s drop-in centre in Kenya, 
have the name of Kennington on them. This year we learned that several 
countries in Africa are showing an interest in our 2005 prosopis project for 
HDRA. This year we will choose between the following.

1. The Mali Development Trust

To help women’s savings groups in  Sikasso, southern Mali, to increase the scope of their 
activities  and  develop  their  role  in  communities  by  providing  the  equipment  and  the 
resources they need. We previously funded a successful women’s project in  Manankoro. 
The hope is that this will be a major boost to women’s organisations and their communities.

2. Integrated Village Development Trust

Farming a future—Sustainable agriculture in Western Orissa. This project aims to increase 
the capacity of 60 villages to produce enough food to support their families and reduce 
poverty with its serious consequences of child hunger, migration and farmer suicide. The 
hope is that IVDT’s methods of water retention, tree nurseries, kitchen gardens, training self 
help groups and more will spread, and with local authority support impact across the region.

3. Tools for Self Reliance

The aim of this project is to assist in the alleviation of poverty of young people in four of  
the most deprived rural farming communities in the Upper East and Northern region of 
Ghana by providing them with essential vocational and life skills needed for creating long 
term and sustainable livelihoods that will mitigate against the effects of climate change and 
its effects on agriculture.

If you would like to receive full details of these proposals go to our website or contact either of us 
(below).

Come and  cast  your vote  on  Thursday  13th January  at  8:00 pm in  Swithun’s  Hall.  Our 
meetings last one hour.

Halcyon Leonard (452783) Sylvia Vetta (739071)
KOA Chair www.koa.org.uk Vice Chair
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Kennington Library Newsletter

Dear Villager,

We are open from Wednesday 5th and welcome you all to enjoy, explore and discover what our 
library service has to offer.

 Books, Audio books, Language Packs, and DVDs for all ages and tastes

 Music CDs (not stocked at Kennington, but you can reserve and pick them up from here)

 Local & National Information and Reference publications, printed and on-line

 Free On-Line services via our Public Network computers, with printer & scanner facility

 Photocopy service, both colour and black & white (A4 size).

 Events and Activities.

 Adult coffee literary morning 1st Wednesday each month (see page 27).

 Rhymetime for ages 5 and under on the 3rd Wednesday of the month (page 31).

 More events are held during summer school holidays.

All these plus a warm safe place to meet your neighbour and friends.

Many of you came to let us know that “losing your Village Library was not on your Christmas 
Wish List.” Thank you.

All  Library employees  have  been instructed not  to  express  their  views in  the  press.  For  more 
information, please read the Friends of Kennington Library Newsletter page 8.

We are looking forward seeing you at your local library.

Dominique Henderson

Opening hours: Mon 2–5:30 pm; Wed 10 am–12:30 pm; Fri 2–7 pm; Sat 10 am–1 pm.

Kennington Library 01865 730763 — www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

➢ Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library.

➢ A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

➢ Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

➢ Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last notification: Oxfordshire Museum, Parents of children with SEN/LDD.
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Fairtrade Foundation Status

The Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F) Steering Group is organising an event to celebrate the 
village’s new status and we invite supporters of Fairtrade, and those who are interested in 
this rapidly developing National initiative, to attend this celebration.

The event will take place in Kennington Village Centre on Saturday 15 th January 2011 from 
10:30 am to 12:00 noon. We are delighted that Councillor Peter Biggs, Chairman of the 
Parish Council, will be present to receive the Fairtrade Certificate from Helen Peacocke on 
behalf of the village.

Q. What exactly does this mean?

A. This  Certificate  recognizes  that  Kennington  has  met  the  criteria  of  the  Fairtrade 
Foundation. This criteria is held within the following 5C’s.

They are that (i) the Parish  Council passed a resolution to establish Kennington as a 
village having Fairtrade status; (ii) many of the Community groups in the village now 
use at least two or more Fairtrade products within their organisations; (iii) the main 
Commercial outlets  in the  village now sell  Fairtrade products:  (iv)  the FF through 
Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F) now regularly Communicates with the parishioners about 
Fairtrade developments; and (v) there is now Continuity, which has been established 
through K4F as it continues to promote Fairtrade.

Thank you Kennington!

For confirmation of attendance or further enquiries please contact Robin Mason, Chairman 
of K4F, on 01865 321044 or email robinmason@hotmail.co.uk
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Fairtrade and its Impact

The  impact  when  you  buy  FAIRTRADE  products  on  the 
lives of people in the developing world: (i) citrus fruits.

‘After Stellar Organics became a Fairtrade accredited farm, the possibilities were  
there to improve our lifestyles and securities. The standards of everybody on the farm 
changed.  Our  houses  are  more  than 90% electrified  and we  have  the  necessary  
sanitary systems. In the past, before linking with Fairtrade, all the money went to the  
owner of the farm. However, nowadays the workers also share in the profit of the  
farm.’ Marie Malan.

‘The working conditions for permanent workers are good and have improved since  
2004’. Worker  at  Sun Orange (previous  Workers’ Committee  member),  February 
2010.

‘If not for Fairtrade money we wouldn’t have a clinic, aftercare… a pool table in the  
community hall, we wouldn’t have better houses, and can even make loans from the  
farm to purchase furniture and the repayments are set [at] an affordable rate… the  
Fairtrade premium is crucial because it takes a lot of pressure off workers such as  
me, especially with kids where parents can’t afford good education. We do appreciate  
it.’ Worker at Vuki Farm, January 2010.

In  addition  to  new producers  New  Dawn and  Endulini there  are  seven  recently 
certified  producers  who  have  not  yet  benefited  from  sales  of  Fairtrade  produce 
through which they earn Fairtrade premium.  ‘I hope that Fairtrade will be able to 
help  with  the  education  of  my  children,’ says  Thembile Elvis  Mkalakahlo,  an 
irrigator at Sunday’s River Farming Trust. ‘We are not yet selling our fruit; we only 
got our certificate last month. So I have seen no changes, but believe that the change 
will come.’ Buyiswa Ndyenga, SRCC.
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Parish Council Matters

December 2010 Meeting

The meeting of the Parish Council was held in 
the Main Hall as it  was expected that a large 
number of people would wish to attend, which 
proved correct as over 100 people came to the 
meeting.  The  reason  was  that  Cllr  Fatemian, 
County Councillor for Kennington, had asked if 
he could invite Cllr Judith  Heathcoat, Cabinet 
member  responsible  for  libraries,  and  John 
Jackson, the Director for Community Services, 
to  inform  the  Parish  Council  about  the 
proposals that had been made to cease funding 
20 of the 43 libraries in Oxfordshire including 
Kennington Library.

During the meeting it was said that the statistics 
showed that  Kennington Library  had only  17 
visitors  per  hour.  They  had  chosen  the  20 
named libraries as they only served 18% of the 
users  of  libraries.  Mr  Jackson  outlined  the 
timetable  of  the  process  and  said  the  initial 
proposal  would  be  considered  by  the  County 
Cabinet in January 2011 followed by a public 
consultation from March to May 2011. At the 
end of the consultation period there would be 
work  on  creating  a  model  for  an  alternative 
volunteer-led library. The final proposal would 
be voted on in October 2011. They would be 
working  with  the  staff  that  would  be  losing 
their jobs between October and December 2011 
and  any  library  to  be  closed  would  be 
decommissioned from January to June 2012.

There was considerable upset and concern from 
the members of the Parish Council. The Friends 
of Kennington Library led by Sylvia Vetta and 
others  put  forward  suggestions  to  save  the 
modern  library  in  Kennington  by  reducing 
opening hours across all libraries as some other 
County  Councils  were  doing.  Cllr  Heathcoat 
said  that  she  wanted  to  hear  from  as  many 
people  as  possible  new  ways  of  running  a 
village  library  at  a  lower  cost.  She  said  she 
could be contacted on her email
judith.heathcoat@oxfordshire.gov.uk
or  residents  could  use the  following email  to 
make suggestions for ways of running a small 
library
futurelibraries@oxfordshire.gov.uk

The  members  of  the  Parish  Council  want  to 
retain  the  library  and  would  respond  to  the 
formal  consultation when it  was  issued.  They 
would support the campaign led by the Friends 
of Kennington Library.

The remainder of the meeting was shorter and a 
number of items were deferred. This included 
the  consideration  of  a  proposal  for  a  Micro 
Hydro Generation Project at Sandford weir. It 
was hoped to have a presentation at the January 
meeting  from  Hallidays Hydropower,  an 
Oxfordshire based company who specialise in 
the development and installation of hydropower 
turbines  with  a  main  focus  being  on  the 
Archimedes Screw turbine.

There  had  been  a  meeting  with  the  new 
contractor, Continental Landscapes, who would 
be cutting the highway verges and the playing 
fields next season.

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

Flag Days 2011

January
20th Birthday of HRH The Countess of Wessex

February
6th Her Majesty’s Accession
19th Birthday of the Duke of York

Dates of Council Meetings
January 2011

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 13th at 7:30 pm.

Saturday office: 8th January 10–11 am.

The Planning Committees meet
Tuesdays 4th and 25th at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 

receipt of the plan as they only have 21 days to 
send in their comments. Therefore please 

telephone or email the Clerk immediately you 
receive notification to ensure the Parish 

Council members are aware of any neighbour 
objections. Plans can be viewed by 

arrangement with the Clerk or online at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

All meetings are normally held in the 
Village Centre and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Link WI
December 2010 Meeting

At this  last  meeting  before  Christmas it  was  a  privilege  to  welcome Mrs 
Christine Whild with her Christmas Music and Poetry. We heard a wide range 
of poems both humorous and serious and marvelled that most of these had 
been  composed  by  Mrs  Whild herself.  Her  enthusiasm  ensured  a  good 
Christmas spirit and we all sang the carols with gusto.

Finally we were encouraged to deck our homes for Christmas and were given 
tips on how to make a simple trouble-free decoration that all could enjoy. A 
heartfelt vote of thanks was given by Mrs Barbara Bayliss.

The  business  proceedings  included  a  reminder  that  the  WI  subscriptions  and  payment  for  the 
Founders’ Day Tea will be due in January.

The President had recently heard of people who were sadly being tricked out of their money by 
various scams and she urged members to be extra cautious at this busy time.

The Sales Table was well supported and seasonal refreshments were enjoyed. Mrs Mollie Clarke 
was thanked for the attractive plant on the President’s table,  which was presented to Mrs Vera 
Fanning. The President closed the meeting by wishing everyone “A Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.”

The next meeting, on 5th January, will be a Members Meeting. Several short talks and readings 
have been planned but more items by members would be welcome.

Author’s talk

Kennington Library

Wednesday 5th January, 10:30 am

The Friends of  Kennington Library are proud to welcome

Turl Street Storytellers

“It Could Only Happen In Oxford” — Books 1 & 2

‘Oxford is a place where all kinds of strange things are possible. This collection 
makes the most of the wonderful locations the city provides, and shows that the 
smallest little corner or the most ordinary-looking street can hide all kinds of 
mystery and excitement.’ — Philip Pullman

Refreshments kindly provided by Friends of  Kennington Library

For more information contact Kennington Library 01867 730763
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Kennington Women’s Institute WI
December 2010

Twenty-four of our members sat down at the Christmas meeting to enjoy a 
festive meal provided by Mrs Pearl Livett and her helpers. James Mitchell then 
came and entertained us with music and singing. He encouraged everyone to 
join in the singing and this added to the general enjoyment.

Unfortunately, several of our members were unable to join us on this occasion for one reason or 
another and we did miss them.

On Saturday  11th December,  our  coffee  morning  and  sale  of  Christmas  items  was  fairly  well 
attended. The Committee and other members had worked very hard making craft items and cakes, 
etc.  We are most  grateful  for all  the help we received and for everyone who came along and 
supported us.

Julie  Sharpe will  be our guest  speaker  at  the January meeting on Wednesday 12 th.  Her talk is 
entitled “Pets as Therapy”.

Anyone is invited to come along to the Village Centre at 7:15 pm on January 12th. You will be most 
welcome.

Meanwhile, Mrs Palma, the President and members of the Committee wish everyone a happy and 
peaceful New Year.

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update

November had the Remembrance Day Parade, and the a tour of the Abingdon Police Station by the 
Kennington Brownies, who met some of the staff and saw the CCTV, Control Room and our own 
Neighbourhood Policing Team.

Our “Have Your Say” meetings at the Tandem in Kennington and The Bowyer Arms in Radley 
provide  residents  the  opportunity  to  discuss  any  ideas  or  concerns  directly  with  their 
Neighbourhood  Policing  Team one-to-one  in  an  informal  environment.  We  usually  hold  these 
meetings on the first Monday or Tuesday each month.

I now have an office in the Kennington Youth Club behind the Village Hall, generously provided by 
the Youth club committee. As well as being on site to assist with the soon to be re-launched youth 
club, this office will be a local static point of contact for the Neighbourhood team and me.

The long awaited addition of this office will significantly increase the time I spent on area, which in 
turn will increase the visible police presence in both Kennington and Radley.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
0845 8 505 505 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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Rhymetime

Wednesday 19th January, 10:45–11:15 am.

We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers to
sing along with some English and French seasonal verses.

Refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.

Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.

Kennington Health Centre

Dr   Frankum   Retires  

As we start the New Year we say a sad farewell to Dr Stuart Frankum, who will retire at the end of 
February after many years of dedicated service to the practice and his patients.

The process of recruiting a new doctor is well under way and we hope to make an announcement in 
next month’s edition of the Chronicle. In the meantime we will be taking steps to ensure all Dr 
Frankum’s patients are kept informed about who their new doctor will be.

Repeat prescriptions on-line

Many of you are taking full advantage of our facility to order repeat prescriptions on-line via our 
web site. To ensure that we get you the correct prescription could we please ask that you use the 
details on the prescription label and not the name of the packaging or a description of the item. 
Please ensure that you copy the details accurately. If in doubt please contact the practice.

Contacting the practice via email

With access to and use of the internet on the increase, a number of you have asked about being able 
to contact the practice on-line.  We are looking at  this  option and are in  the process of setting 
something up.

Please note that such a service will have limitations. For example we will be unable to constantly 
check for new emails and will probably check just twice a day, morning and afternoon Monday to 
Friday only. It will also not be appropriate for discussing individual medical issues or for booking 
appointments as both of these are better served by contacting the practice by telephone or calling in.

Look out for more details when this new service will be available.

And finally…

For those who are not yet aware, Yvonne Milward has now retired as the Practice Manager after 
many years of loyal service. Dave Dixon has taken up the mantle.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
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Kennington History Society

As we go to press members are looking forward to the Society’s special seasonal event entitled, 
‘Christmas at Sulgrave Manor’ (birthplace of George Washington’s ancestors), an illustrated talk 
by Thea Young from the Manor about the Traditions and Feasting of the Season.

‘this month’

The first event of the New Year will be 
held on Monday 17th January 2011 at 
7:45 pm in the Methodist Church and 
is  a  illustrated  presentation  by  two 
members  Roger  Gelder  and  George 
Ross entitled ‘The Search for Oxford’s  
Medieval  Wall:’ An  Odyssey  in 
Pictures  of  the  City’s  Historic  Past. 
This not only will be the story of two 
members  personal  search  for  the 
remains  of  Oxford’s  medieval 
fortifications but also will cover details 
of some of the historic events found to 
be related to the environs of the Wall.

‘next month’

Next  month  the  History  Society  holds  its 
Annual  General  Meeting at  7:45 pm on 
Monday  21st February  2011.  The  formal 
business  will  be  followed  directly  by  a 
Members’  Evening this  year.  Two 
members,  David  Holt  and  Pam  Johnston, 
have  agreed  to  make  presentations  of  an 
historic nature.

Kennington History Society talks are free to 
members with visitors welcome @ £2.50.

‘Wishing all Members A Very Happy New Year’

George Ross

Chairman Kennington History Society
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Village Diary

Fixed Weekly Meetings

Mon & Thu Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am
Tue Weight Watchers Evening St Swithun’s School 6:30 pm
Tue & Thu Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am
Thu Community Sale (term-time only) Kennington Playgroup 12 noon–4 pm
Fri Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30, 4:30, 5pm

January 2011

Wed 5 Kennington Link WI: Members’ Time Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 8
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Oxford Ceilidh: 3 Sticks Village Centre 7:30 for 8 pm

Tue 11 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Wed 12 Kennington WI: Pets as Therapy Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 13 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 14 First rehearsal Kennington Choirs, Elijah Methodist Church Hall 7:45 pm
Sat 15 Kennington4fairtrade Presentation & Thank you Village Centre 10:30–12 noon

Sun 16 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 17 Kennington History Society: Oxford City Walls Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Thu 20
Unity Week Communion St Swithun’s Church 10:30 am
Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm

Sun 23 Unity Week United Service St Swithun’s Church 11 am
Mon 24 Unity Week Mass Good Shepherd Church 6:30 pm
Tue 25 Unity Week United Service St Swithun’s Church 2:30 pm
Tue 25 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Sat 29 RNLI “SOS” Coffee Morning 13 Edward Road 10 am–12 noon
Sun 30 Café style worship Methodist Church 10:30 am

February 2011

Wed 2 Kennington Link WI: 42nd Founder’s Day Party Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Fri 4 Kennington Cancer Fund: Quiz Night Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 5 Pam’s Office Village Hall 10–11 am
Tue 8 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Wed 9 Kennington WI Antiques Roadshow Edith Court Lounge 7:15 pm
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 12 Oxford Ceilidh: Mr Gubbins’ Bicycle Village Hall 7:30 for 8 pm
Tue 15 Parish Planning Meeting Village Hall 8 pm

Sun 20 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 21 Kennington History Society: AGM & Members’ Eve. Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
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Chronicle Contributions

Do you have an organisation or event based in Kennington? The Kennington Chronicle is a 
great way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article and maybe even 
a picture! It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.

Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting
Kennington-related news articles to the Editor!
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