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The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
The Rev Em Coley 01865 735135

The New Vicarage, Ross Court, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD

The Hon. Asst. Priests
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Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 9:25 am

4th Sunday: All Age Service 11:00 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577........................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
There is something enormously moving about music. It has the power to evoke emotion, to change 
a mood, and, more than simply recreating a memory, it can be the means of transportation back to a 
particular time and place. I was listening to my iPod on the way back from the dentist the other day 
and chose to listen to The Priests (a compilation of various religious pieces sung by four Catholic 
priests from Ireland). I had completely forgotten that the last time I had heard that CD was in the 
operating theatre as my son, Jack, was born by Caesarean section. Jack was expected to be rather 
poorly and so I was suddenly transported back to an operating theatre full of paediatric doctors and 
nurses, and the accompanying feelings of overwhelming vulnerability and anxiety.

I had chosen to take the CD of The Priests to Jack’s birth because I wanted a reminder of God’s 
presence at that difficult time; I wanted something of the sacred to intrude, to act as a reminder of  
hope, of God’s sovereignty, of the reliability of the Fatherhood of God. And despite much of the 
CD being in languages I don’t understand, my soul and spirit were lifted by the music.

Many of us have decided that church is inaccessible or that religion is irrelevant (although I would 
appreciate an opportunity to change your mind on both of those!) but the role of the sacred is still  
important in our increasingly pressured lives. There is something significant about allowing space 
for that which exists beyond our tangible existence. For it is that space, I believe, that can offer 
peace, perspective, and ultimately hope. It can challenge the drudgery or futility of our lives, it can 
open us up to something beyond ourselves, and can create a sense of all that we, and this world 
were meant to be. And the good news is that the sacred is all around us, interacting in our lives and  
in our communities—it just takes a moment to stop and notice. Why not take five minutes of your 
lunch break to pop into a nearby church, listen to some religious music on a walk, or even tune in to 
Radio 4’s thought for the day. In whatever way appeals to you, allow space for the sacred in your 
life, and note the difference it makes.

NB: A new group for those aged 10+ has started. It is held in the vicarage at 9:30 am on the 1st and 
3rd Sundays of the month; an informal get together (as yet without a name—suggestions welcome) 
that revolves around hot chocolate and breakfast goodies!

— Em Coley
Services in February

Sun 6th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 13th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 20th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 27th 9:00 am Parish Communion
10:30 pm Unity All Age Service with 

Baptism
6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church

Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a 
family service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Circuit Office:
The Revd Rosemary Davies Wesley Memorial Church
9 Ramsay Road New Inn Hall Street
Headington Oxford
Oxford OX1 2DH
OX3 8AX 01865 243216
01865 763676

SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY

Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 am.

Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 13th at 10:30 am.

PREACHERS FOR FEBRUARY AT 10:30 am WILL BE:

6th Susie Ingram, from Watlington.

13th The Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies.  This service will include the  Sacrament of 
Holy Communion.

20th Members of the Oxford John Wesley Society.

27th The  Revd  Dr  Martin  Wellings,  our  Circuit  Superintendent  Minister  and  Methodist 
Chaplain to Oxford University.

The  CHURCH  INSTRUMENTAL  GROUP meets  at  10 am each  Sunday  morning,  and 
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with your 
family, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for  
new residents and visitors to the village.

OTHER DATES FOR FEBRUARY
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.

Tuesday 8th The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Wednesday 9th Short  Service  of  Informal  Worship  in  the  Lounge of  Edith  Court  at 
10:30 am. Do come and join the residents.

Thursday 17th The  Ecumenical  Study  Group  &  Prayer  Fellowship meets  at  8  St 
Swithun’s Road at 2:30 pm. Everyone is most welcome.

Sunday 20th The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the  Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY 8th FEBRUARY from 10 am 
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our  Coffee  Mornings  are  organised  by  Yvonne  Enock,  Carole Ross,  Pam Forster,  and  Joy 
Margetts. Do come along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning 
out.’
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The January Coffee Morning raised £87.00.
The March Coffee Morning will be held Tuesday 8th March at 10 am.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by month 
to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship for 
everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

PAM FORSTER. It was with great sorrow that we learnt of Pam’s death on 14th December. Pam 
had been a faithful friend and helper (raffle lady) at our monthly coffee mornings for more than 13 
years. She will be greatly missed by all. Yvonne, Carole and Joy.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Churches Together in Kennington
Those of you who are romantics at heart no doubt have 
Monday 14th February, St Valentine’s Day, firmly marked 
in your diary or on your calendar . This day gives you yet 
another opportunity to do that extra special thing for your 
spouse or partner to show how much you love them.

A friend of mine has a very good tenor voice and when he 
got married several years ago, he did a very romantic thing 
in the wedding service. After he had made his vows, he 
then looked into his new wife’s eyes, held her hands and 
sang the song, ‘Love changes everything.’ Needless to say 
there wasn’t a dry eye in the Church at that point!

As part of the service, the couple had chosen a reading that has become very popular at weddings,  
namely those wonderful words from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, chapter 13 where the 
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Apostle exalts the ‘more excellent way of love.’ The words are even more amazing when we realise 
that the words were written to a Christian community which was not exactly living in a loving way.  
They were a bit too full of their own importance and arguing amongst themselves about who had 
the best spiritual gifts. Paul, tells them , in no uncertain terms, that ‘if we speak in the tongues and  
of angels, but do not have love, then we are noisy gongs or clanging cymbals’ (I  Cor. 13, v. 1 
NRSV). Love needs to be at the foundation of any community otherwise our words and actions are 
empty and meaningless.

Christians believe that divine love is at  the root of all  our human love and we see God’s love 
supremely in the life, death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ,  for through Him we can 
experience God’s love for ourselves.

God’s offer of love in Christ is for all, whether we feel worthy of it or not, and as we experience 
that love, we find it does indeed ‘change everything’—our relationships, our lives and our view of 
the world.

God’s love is not a wishy-washy kind of love but a love which bears the good and bad things in 
life; a love which bears all things, hopes all things and endures all things’ (1 Cor. 13 , v. 7). Indeed 
God’s love last forever and if we can take hold of this love and express it in word and deed in our 
human relationships then God’s kingdom draws one step closer and we are all blessed.

Churches Together news this month

Representatives from the three Churches in Kennington will be meeting on Thursday 3rd February 
at 8 pm at The Vicarage to pray and plan for services and events to take place during this coming 
year, so we’ll keep you posted!

— Rev Rosemary Davies
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Campaign to Save the Kennington Library
Friday 14th January saw the public launch of the Campaign to Save the Kennington Library. At the 
well-attended meeting of almost 100 in the Village Hall, the campaigners told the people what they 
had done, what they had not yet managed to do, and what people could do to help. Members of the  
audience  asked  a  number  of  questions  of  the  campaigners  and  of  Arash  Fatemian,  our  local 
councillor.

Unfortunately, space permits only the briefest summary of the most important points, here in point 
form, but if you are interested in the fate of the Kennington Library (and the Village Centre), you  
will find this information useful. You can find the full minutes on our blog (see below).

Very briefly

• Oxfordshire Council needs to cut 25% of its library budget, amounting to around £2m per 
year. To achieve this, it has decided to  close 20 libraries and  expand some or all of the 
remaining ones.

• The Campaign believes that instead of expanding some libraries,  the council  should act 
fairly and ask all libraries to cut costs by 25%. The campaign has looked at various ways to 
do this, and believes that all libraries can achieve this especially if we work together.

• The campaign has contacted the other 19 libraries to get us all to work together, contacted 
the press, various councillors, MPs, the SOS (Save Oxfordshire Services), and some famous 
authors who are involved in the SOS. (For links, see our blog.)

• Information has been repeatedly requested in order to make a business plan for the library 
(as required by the council), but the information has not been forthcoming.

• The council requires us to ask for volunteers to take over (unpaid) the role of a professional 
librarian. No one in the audience felt ready to volunteer for this demanding role.

• Roger  Dennett,  Chairman  of  the  Kennington  Conservative  Association,  said  that  if  the 
Kennington Library were to be volunteer-maintained, the knock-on effects would lead to the 
slow lingering death of the library.

• Rob Maggs, Treasurer of the Kennington Village Hall, said that the Library pays 12½% of 
its income. If the library were to close, the Village Centre would probably have to close.

• Wednesday 19th January, the local TV station was due to come to Kennington to film the 
Small World crocodile coming to the library.

How you can keep updated, keep in touch, and help to Save Your Library

• Follow  our  blog  savekenningtonlibrary.blogspot.com on-line,  and  subscribe  to  our 
(occasional) email list.

• Read “The Campaign” on the blog, download the letter, fill it in (or, better, write your own), 
then do not post it but return it as soon as possible to the Friends of Kennington Library 
(located immediately outside the library during opening hours). If you do not have Internet 
access, visit the library to obtain a copy of the letters.

Date for your diary:  Monday 7th February: We are arranging the handover of letters with full 
media presence. We would like as many children and toddlers as possible to come with posters and 
letters they have written themselves for the handover, and as many library supporters as possible. 
This date may have to change after we go to press, so look for posters at the library or on the blog.

— Paddy Landau,  savekenningtonlibrary.blogspot.com, savekl2011@gmail.com
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Keep fit for the over 60’s

Some of the residents of Edith Court are having exercise classes, sitting in chairs, in the 
lounge. We would like a few more people to participate for this to be a success so if you 
would like to join us please come along.

Friday 11th February, 10:30–11:30 am
or 10am if you would like a coffee beforehand

£2.00 for the exercise class and 50p for coffee

For more information please contact Mary on 01865 327444

Kennington History Society

As reported last  month,  Thea Young’s  talk entitled  ‘Christmas at  Sulgrave Manor’ had to be 
cancelled in December. Ms Young has offered to fill in at short notice if the Society has a vacant 
date due to a cancellation of any of the scheduled speakers for 2011.

The History Society’s Committee considered, at its meeting in January, possible destinations for 
this year’s Annual Coach Trip. Following a lengthy discussion it was agreed that a final choice of 
either Windsor or Chichester should be put to the Members at the AGM in February.

The attractions of historic town Windsor are well known, where apart from the Castle there are 
numerous other important buildings. Chichester is perhaps not as obvious but has a beautiful 900-
year old Cathedral, the only one in England which can be seen from the sea, and a medieval wall, a  
large part of which is still accessible. Both have excellent shopping.

As we go to press members are awaiting the first event of the year, which will be a talk by two 
members  Roger Gelder and  George Ross entitled,  ‘The Search for Oxford’s Medieval Wall.’ 
Report next month.

‘this month’

This month the History Society holds its  Annual General Meeting at  7:45 pm on Monday 21st 

February 2011. The formal business including the Election of the Committee, the Financial Report 
and the setting of the Annual Subscriptions for 2012, will be followed directly by a  Members’ 
Evening  this  year.  Two  members,  David  Holt  and  Pam  Johnston,  have  agreed  to  make 
presentations of an historic nature. Also special refreshments!

‘next month’

The Society’s next event will be held on  Monday 21st March 2011  at  7:45pm  when  Graham 
Sutherland will give an illustrated talk entitled ’Stand and Deliver’ subtitled Highwaymen of the 
17th &  18th Century.  As  many  of  you  may  know,  Bagley  Wood  was  a  favourite  haunt  of 
Highwaymen during this period.

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.

George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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Kennington Thames Rainbow Guides

Do you know a little girl who has had her 5th birthday and would like something to do on Monday 
afternoons after school?

Kennington  Thames  Rainbow  Guides  can  offer  fun,  activities  and 
friendship,  and  welcomes  new  members.  If  you  are  interested  contact 
Pauline Robinson on 01865 453791.

Girlguiding Thames District Table Top Sale

Be Prepared! Girlguiding Thames District is once again holding its annual Table Top 
Sale in the Village Centre on Saturday 12th March.

As usual there will be a cake stall, refreshments and a raffle. If you would like a table 
they  are  still  only  £5  and can  be  reserved  from Liz  Gaskell on  01865 730053 or 
Margaret Biggs on 01865 730353.

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: February 2011 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events

Wednesday 16th February, 7:30 pm, Village Centre

Chris perks, our vegetable judge will be following up his talk from last August with ‘Growing for 
Showing.’ He showed what he could grow; hopefully he will now tell us how.

Wednesday 16th March, 7:30 pm, Village Centre

Gardens of the Ashmolean. An illustrated talk by Jude Barrett. Admission to each talk will be 
£2.00, or £3.00 to non members, with complementary tea & coffee.

The programme for next year commencing in April will be available shortly and collectors will be 
out and about by March. If you are not a member of the society and would like to join, please 
telephone the treasurer on 730961. Membership remains at just £1.00. In the meantime:

Coach Outing RHS Wisley, Saturday 9th April

Bookings can now be made for our spring visit to RHS  Wisley on Saturday 9th April 2011. The 
coach will depart from Manor Grove at 8:30 am calling at bus stops through the village. The cost is 
£12.00 per person, payable at the time of booking.

This is a subsidised outing as only the coach is charged for. The gate price at Wisley is now £9.90! 
Consequently, booking is restricted to members only in the first instance.

Garden holiday to Norfolk: Thursday 23rd–Monday 27th June

This holiday is now full. However, should you wish to register for a cancellation please contact the 
treasurer on 730961.
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Rose Taylor Memorial Christmas Lunch

Christmas returned to Kennington in January when the Rose Taylor Memorial Lunch, postponed 
in December due to the inclement weather, was held, and perhaps because of the enforced change 
of date the festivities reached new heights. So much so that a permanent change to early in the new 
year may be considered. Carole and I say a big ‘thank you’ to all of those, particularly Tony Taylor, 
Gina and Clare Singleton, Pearl Livett, Mary Bakewell, Alex Glass, Edna Butcher and Tony Miles, 
who helped to make this year’s event such an outstanding success once again.

It is also important to record our appreciation both to Frank Wolff and his daughter Marilyn who 
kindly performed seasonal music after the meal and to the many generous people who donated 
prizes (more than 65 this year!) for the monster raffle.

Despite  the  reduced 
number able to attend, 
due  to  the  alterations 
to  the  Egrove’s 
dinning  room,  as  a 
result  of  the  diners’ 
tremendous  support 
the  record  amount 
raised  by  last  year’s 
raffle  was  equalled. 
We  are  pleased  to 
report  due  to  this, 
donations  received, 
and  the  continuing 
exceptional generosity 
of  the  Saïd  Business 
School in  providing 
our excellent traditional Christmas meal at a very much subsidised price; the sum of £1,323.00 was 
raised  for  the  nominated  charities.  This  will  be  donated  in  equal  shares  to  the  Oxford  Air 
Ambulance and Guide Dogs for the Blind.

This special event, now accepted as a leading part of Kennington’s Social Calendar, was again a 
fitting tribute to the great lady and Tony has expressed his thanks, on behalf of the family, for 
another memorable day.

Once our official photographer, Roger Gelder, has processed his pictures, it  is hoped to display 
them on the village website www.kennington.org.

It  is  too  early  to  be  sure there  will  be  a  dinner  at  Egrove Park next  Christmas,  although the  
indications are positive. If the tradition is to continue an announcement of the details, date and 
ticket cost, etc., will appear in an Autumn Chronicle.

Best wishes and thank you for your continued support,

George & Carole Ross
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Kennington Memorial Field—Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 2nd March at 8 pm in the Kennington Village Centre

Members of the public are invited to hear about what has been going on in Kennington Memorial 
Field over the past year. Come and join us at our AGM in the Village Centre.

After the AGM, there will  be an illustrated talk entitled,  “The natural history of Red Kites—a 
species reintroduction success story,” by Harry Barton, Chief Executive Officer of The Northmoor 
Trust.

Following the talk there will be light refreshments. All are welcome.

Kennington Overseas Aid 2011

At the selection meeting in January, Tools for Self Reliance was chosen to 
be our 2011 project. The aim is to alleviate the poverty of young people in 
four deprived rural farming communities in the Upper East and Northern 
region of Ghana by providing skills needed to create sustainable livelihoods 
which will mitigate against the effects of climate change and its effects on 
agriculture.

Thirty  six  young  people  will  be  trained  in  various  trades  including 
blacksmithing,  tailoring,  carpentry,  auto  mechanics,  shoe  repair,  bicycle 
repair, construction and appliance repair. Once trained, each participant will 
be assigned at least two disadvantaged youths who will serve as apprentices 
under the stewardship of the original project participant.  In this way, the 
skills  training  is  replicated  and  passed  down  to  the  next  generation—
perpetuating  a  positive  cycle  of  wealth  creation.  This  coupled  with  the 
provision of tools ensures long-term sustainability of this project.

KOA hopes that as well as funding this project we will do something new for us and arrange a 
TOOL COLLECTION. If you are clearing out your garage or garden shed keep aside any useful 
tools. We will announce a collection place later.

The programme will kick off with Spices Songs and Stories in The Village Centre on 19th March at 
7:30.

Rebecca Martin has a great evening of cabaret style comedy and musical entertainment lined up for 
us. It is rumoured that there will be a surprise guest appearance… I may have misheard but I am 
sure the word  Beatle or could it have been  Beetle was mentioned? Our six chefs will provide a 
three-course meal of culinary excellence. (Choice of Indian buffet or one of four main international 
dishes.) You can bring your own bottles. All for £12.50—the bargain of the year.

Tickets will be available at our final planning meeting at 40A Bagley Wood Road on 17 th February 
at  8 pm or from Valerie  Martin  (739726).  Our meetings last  one hour and we hope to  have a 
representative from TOOLS FOR SELF RELIANCE.

Halcyon Leonard (452783) Sylvia Vetta (739071)
KOA Chair www.koa.org.uk Vice Chair
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Carol Singing—a Great and Mighty Wonder

In the week before Christmas the whole country almost came to a halt because of the snow. But not 
the carol singers! Each of the five nights they turned out to celebrate 50 years of singing carols for 
Action for Children. It was cold and slippery and in places the snow was really deep.

This year we had the use of a golf buggy for the accordionist to sit in and we were able to use this 
on most of the evenings. We did every street except Bagley Wood Road and Sandford Lane, which 
were considered too dangerous.

Radio Oxford gave Trevor Cowlett a 15-minute interview as part of the celebrations and the Oxford 
Mail gave him a whole page plus a photograph. Singers came from all over the village and also 
from farther afield.

The result was a total of  £1,940.00  which is more than last year! Our thanks go to everyone in 
Kennington who responded so generously. Our thanks also go to John and Thelma  Marson who 
guided us through the dangerous road conditions and to Chris  Akinola who drove the buggy and 
without whose help the whole enterprise would not have been possible.

Carols on Ice was a great achievement—we can’t wait for this coming Christmas!

— Trevor Cowlett

Kennington Link WI
January 2011 Meeting

Mrs Coulter, the President, welcomed members to our first meeting of the New 
Year.

Subscriptions for 2011 were taken and WI Membership books distributed.

Next month is the Founder’s Day Party and offers of raffle prizes would be very 
much appreciated.

An invitation had been received to a presentation commemorating Kennington’s Fairtrade Status.

Copies of January’s ‘News & Views’ had been delayed but would be distributed to members as 
soon as they arrived.

The Treasurer gave a brief report reassuring us that the financial situation is satisfactory.

Cheerful flowers enhanced the President’s table, these had been given by Mrs Henagulph and were 
presented to Mrs Ann Garlick.

The meeting this month was a “Members Meeting” and after a relaxing cup of tea it was time to 
hear a selection of member’s talks and readings. Christine Ravenscroft told of her adventurous trip 
to New Zealand last year, flying to Auckland and then taking a 280 mile taxi ride to her daughter’s 
home. We learnt a lot about life in New Zealand which sounded very attractive, however the main 
reason for Christine’s visit was the birth of her new grandchild—a delightful little girl.

We were then entertained with several humorous poems & readings by Joyce Leach and Rosalie 
Whiteley, which lifted our spirits on this particularly grey January day. Members had enjoyed a 
lively afternoon and the President thanked all those who had taken part.

Next month’s meeting will be the Founder’s Day Party on 2nd February and will commence at 
the usual time of 2:15 pm.
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Kennington and District United Church Choirs

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs are now rehearsing Mendelssohn’s Elijah for 
a concert in the  Holywell Music Room  in Oxford in May. If you enjoy singing, we would be 
pleased to welcome you.

Rehearsals are held every  Friday  evening at 7:45 pm in the  Methodist Church Hall  in  Upper 
Road. Library copies are available and there are no auditions or subscriptions.

If you are interested have a word with  Trevor Cowlett  on  01865 735885,  or visit our website 
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk. We would be pleased to welcome you.

Kennington Festival Group

The first  January meeting went extremely well.  We have two new members,  who have 
started a Scrabble session.

We celebrated New Year by having our Christmas Tea, which had to be postponed because 
of the snow. Everyone enjoyed sausage rolls, mini mince pies from Waitrose which were 
absolutely delicious, and homemade cakes made by Sarah Ellner in memory of Aunty Pam
—God rest her soul.

If you would like a game of Scrabble or Bingo please do come along. We could also offer 
other games if anyone shows an interest.

The afternoon starts at 2 pm when everyone has a chance to chat to their friends, then join 
in an activity. Tea and cakes at 3:15 pm.

If you come early you could visit the Library which needs your support and who knows 
what you might pick up there!

Next meetings on Mondays, 2–4 pm in the Village Centre:

• 14th February (Valentines Day)

• 28th February

• 14th March:  Lunch  at  12:30 pm,  AGM  at  2 pm,  followed  by  usual  afternoon 
activities.

• 28th March

Transport is available for those with mobility problems; just let us know and one of our 
voluntary drivers will pick you up.

Please contact Margaret on 01865 730353 for more information.
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Kennington Library Newsletter
Dear Villager,

Just  before  December’s  snow  and  ice,  which  so  disturbed  our  services,  I  was  able  to  hold 
interviews, and I am very pleased to let you know that the Saturday assistant vacancy has been 
filled by Mrs Lyndsay Stringfellow.

Why not come in and meet her—but please be kind as she is learning the ropes and the complexity 
of the Galaxy network!

Back by popular demand the adult event sponsored by the friends this month is Stories for Grown-
ups (below).

The 3rd February start of the Chinese New Year, the year of the “Rabbit.” Peter Rabbit is probably  
the most famous of all, therefore it is he who illustrates this month Rhymetime (below).

I have also ordered with the last of my manager book fund all Beatrix Potter’s sweet and timeless 
stories.

We are looking forward seeing you at your local library.

All Libraries employees have been told not to express their views of the library closures in the 
press.

For more information about the campaign to keep all libraries open please, see page 8.

Opening hours: Mon 2–5:30 pm; Wed 10 am–12:30 pm; Fri 2–7 pm; Sat 10 am–1 pm.

— Dominique and her staff

Kennington Library 01865 730763 — www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Rhymetime
Wednesday 16th February, 10:45–11:15 am.

We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers to
sing along with some English and French seasonal verses.

Free refreshments kindly provided by
The Friends of Kennington Library.

Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.

Stories 4 Grown-ups

Kennington Library
Wednesday 2nd February, 11 am

Coffee from 10:30. Stories start at 11:00.

The Friends of  Kennington Library are proud to welcome

Marguerite Osborne
“TALES of  LOVERS from AROUND THE WORLD”

Our local storyteller is back with new tales!

Refreshments kindly provided by Friends of Kennington Library

For more information contact Kennington Library 01867 730763
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Parish Council Matters

January 2011 Meeting

The members of the Parish Council welcomed 
the  Clerk  and  a  member  of  Sandford  Parish 
Council who came to support Brendan Barrow 
of  B.Spoke eWaterpower,  who  gave  a 
presentation  on  the  proposal  for  hydropower 
generation  on  the  Thames  at  Sandford  Weir 
developed  from  an  idea  by  residents  of 
Sandford. A feasibility plan had been drawn up 
for three hydrodynamic screws (diameter 3.7m) 
to  be  placed  on  the  Kennington  bank  of  the 
Thames alongside the Weir at the south end of 
Fiddlers  Elbow.  This  would  have  a  power 
potential of 150Kw per screw. It was still very 
early  stages  for  the  project  as  there  were  a 
number  of  issues  to  be  overcome  including 
agreement  of  the  landowners,  Environmental 
Agency permissions and the funding, estimated 
at £1.25 million. It was estimated that the cost 
would  be  paid  back  in  about  seven  years 
allowing  potential  revenue  of  £200,000  per 
year.  The  Chairman  thanked  the  guests  and 
agreed  to  have  a  discussion  at  the  February 
meeting  about  whether  Kennington  Parish 
Council wished to be actively involved with the 
project.

It  was  decided  to  replace  the  supplementary 
signs on the two village name signs with a new 
one  showing  that  it  was  now  a  Fairtrade 
Village.  This  would  be  supplied  by  Scorpion 
Signs.

The County Council had requested the views of 
the Parish Council about a proposal to reduce 
the carriageway to 6m to allow the widening of 
the pavements to 2m on each side which would 
allow a shared cyclist/pedestrian pavement on 
the replacement  Old Abingdon Road Railway 
Bridge. The gradient of the new bridge either 
side would be 6.0% (1 in 17), which is steeper 
than present. However they were increasing the 
length of the crest curve over the railway bridge 
itself  to  improve  forward  visibility  for  all 
traffic, so the actual length over which the 6% 
would apply would be relatively short: 30m on 
the western side, 20m on the east. It was agreed 
to support this proposal.

The Clerk  had arranged for  the  company DT 
Leisure  that  installed  a  BMX  dirt  track  in 
Hailey to  produce  a  quotation  for  the  Forest 
Side  track.  There  was  a  discussion  about  the 
design of the track and it was agreed that a U-
shape route around the Leylandii  trees on the 
south  west  corner  would  be  possible.  As  the 
cost was estimated at about £12,000 it would be 
necessary to apply for grant aid, which might 
delay the project.

The  Clerk  was  in  contact  with  the  County 
Council about the order for the six salt & grit 
bins during the snowy weather. A cheque had 
been sent, and they should be delivered before 
the start of next winter. There was praise for the 
volunteers  that  cleared  their  own  roads  and 
pavements such as Forest Side.

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

Flag Days 2011

February
6th Her Majesty’s Accession
19th Birthday of the Duke of York

March
8th Commonwealth Day
10th Birthday of the Earl of Wessex

Dates of Council Meetings
February 2011

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 10th at 7:30 pm.

Saturday office: 5th February 10–11 am.

The Planning Committee meets
Tuesday 15th at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 

receipt of the plan as they only have 21 days to 
send in their comments. Therefore please 

telephone or email the Clerk immediately you 
receive notification to ensure the Parish 

Council members are aware of any neighbour 
objections. Plans can be viewed by 

arrangement with the Clerk or online at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

All meetings are normally held in the 
Village Centre and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Good Neighbours Village List for 2011-2013

By now all should have received the Kennington Good Neighbours Village List for 2011–2013.

It  is  bright  green and contains all  you ever  need to  know about  Kennington and its  clubs and 
societies—altogether a very useful booklet to have around.

Thank you to all those willing people who helped to deliver it. Special thanks go to Peter Biggs 
who helped me to put it together.

— Barbara Boyne, K.G.N.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

➢ Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library.

➢ A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

➢ Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

➢ Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last notification: Vale Community & Safety, Headway Newsletter, Oxfordshire Museum,  
Oxfordshire Rural Community Council, Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Finance and Planning).

Kennington Women’s Institute WI
January 2011

The President, Mrs Palma, welcomed the members and two visitors to our January 
meeting.  Mrs  Palma reported  that  a  number  of  members  had  attended  the 
commemoration service for Mrs  Trudie Bradley who had sadly passed away on 
Boxing Day. A donation in her memory would be sent to OFWI for the County 
Memorial Bursary Fund.

Various items printed in the January edition of News and Views were brought to the members’ 
attention.

Fiona Myers, from the voluntary organisation  Pets as Therapy, who had arrived accompanied by 
her dog, was then introduced to the meeting. Mrs Myers gave an interesting talk about the idea 
behind the Pets as Therapy scheme. She outlined, with examples, how much help and comfort 
many people received from dog owners who gave their time to visit clubs, residential homes or 
housebound people with their pet.

The competition ‘a pet made from a vegetable’ was won by Mrs June Maine; 2nd prize was awarded 
to Mrs Lynda Weston.
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Kennington Health Centre

A big thank you from all the staff for the Christmas cards and generous gifts that you kindly gave to 
the practice. We wish you a happy and prosperous new year.

Over the past year we continued to have a number of patients book appointments but not show up.  
Not only does this waste the doctor’s time but it also means that another patient, who could have 
stepped in, has to wait longer for their appointment. We understand that things may change which 
mean that you cannot attend but please contact the practice and cancel your appointment. Help us to 
provide as efficient a service as possible by letting us know if you cannot attend an appointment.

Can we please remind you that the practice is not a place for pets. They may be a loved member of 
the family and well behaved but we have to consider the well being of all the patients who use the 
service. We also have to try and keep on top of cleanliness in an environment where we are treating 
sick people. Please do not bring along your pets when visiting the practice. If you have special  
needs such as a guide dog please talk to the practice manager to discuss this.

We have been asked about making donations towards a farewell gift for Dr Frankum. The practice 
staff would be happy to receive any donations that you would like to make. Our work to find a  
replacement continues and we will have held interviews by the time you are reading this.

May I please remind you that confidentiality plays a huge role in a working health centre. We are  
not allowed to disclose any information to anyone other than the patient unless we receive a written 
consent form. This applies to everyone even if you are related. We understand that sometimes it  
may be hard for you to contact the practice and you ask a relative to call for you but we will not  
disclose any information or discuss things such as repeat prescriptions without consent. If you feel 
you have a need to give consent to a relative or friend to contact the practice on your behalf then 
please ask the reception staff for a form which needs to be completed and handed in before staff 
will release information.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

How smart is your driving?
The fourth of an occasional series from the United Sustainable Energy Agency, www.usea.org.uk.

Most car drivers could be travelling a lot further on a tank of fuel. No new car is required—just a 
change to smarter driving. Try these tips.

• Shift up the gears earlier (between 2000 and 2500rpm). Cruising 
comfortably in 5th gear is the best place to be.

• Cut your top speed. Wind resistance increases significantly with 
speed. The optimum speed for fuel efficiency is just 45–50mph.

• Avoid  unnecessary  braking  by  anticipating  the  traffic  ahead. 
Fluid motion is better than stop-start.

• When slowing down, stay in gear and take your foot off the accelerator as early as possible.  
This reduces fuel consumption to near zero.

• Plan your route to avoid congestion or getting lost.

• Check your tyre pressure. Under-inflated tyres can increase fuel consumption.

Smarter driving could save you the equivalent of about one month’s worth of fuel a year. It will also 
help you drive safely and reduce wear and tear on your clutch and gearbox. For more money saving 
tips and information on travelling with lower carbon emissions, contact the Energy Saving Trust on 
0800 512 012.
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Personal Notices

The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. 
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 37).

Rose Taylor Memorial Lunch

A big thank-you to all those who came to Rose’s Memorial Lunch at the Saïd Business School.  
Once again, we had a fantastic meal; so many thanks to the staff. In the raffle, we had over 60 
prizes; thank you for the donations of these prizes.

And last a big thank-you to George and Carol Ross for doing such a fabulous job in organising 
this event.

— Tony Taylor and Family

Fairtrade Foundation Status for Kennington Village

On Saturday  15th January  Helen  Peacocke,  the  Patron  of  Kennington4Fairtrade,  presented  the 
Fairtrade Foundation Certificate to the Chairman of the Parish Council, Peter Biggs.

The chairman of the K4F group, Robin Mason, gave a brief summary outlining 
the major achievements since 2008, when, at the suggestion of a parishioner at 
the annual Parish Council AGM, the Council passed a resolution and arranged a 
public meeting at which the topic was discussed and from which a small steering 
group was formed. Working within the requirements of the Fairtrade Foundation 
this group called itself Kennington 4 Fairtrade (K4F) and set forth to meet the 
requirements  of  the  Fairtrade  Foundation  through  a  variety  of  activities  and 
events.

The Minister of St Swithun’s, Em Coley, spoke of the role that the 
church had played in promoting Fairtrade; indeed, the church was 
Fairtrade  prior  to  the  inception  of  K4F,  and  had  held  several 
events  supporting  Fairtrade  under  the  energies  and  vision  of 
Brenda Groth and the church helpers.

On Sunday 6th March at 4:30 pm the church will have a Tea Party, 
to which everyone is invited.

Leslie Maskell, a teacher at St Swithun’s School, told the assembly that the school was now aiming 
to go for Fairtrade Status. She outlined one of the activities that the school was planning. Each class 
would complete a line of cotton bunting promoting Fairtrade and this  was to be judged at  the 
Fairtrade  Foundation  Fortnight  annual  promotion  in  the  village  hall  on  Saturday  19th March 
between 10 am and 12 noon.

K4F will be working with the school to achieve its aim. If you would like to become a member of  
K4F please contact Robin Mason, Chairman of K4F, 01865 321044, robinmason@hotmail.co.uk.

(Cover photograph thanks to May Bower, the Treasurer and Archivist.)
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Village Diary

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mon & Thu Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am
Tue Weight Watchers Evening St Swithun’s School 6:30 pm
Tue & Thu Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am
Thu Community Sale (term-time only) Kennington Playgroup 2–4 pm
Fri Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30, 4:30, 5pm

February 2011
Wed 2 Kennington Link WI: 42nd Founder’s Day Party Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Fri 4 Kennington Cancer Fund: Quiz Night Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 5 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Tue 8 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon

Wed 9
Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Kennington WI Antiques Roadshow Edith Court Lounge 7:15 pm

Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 12 Oxford Ceilidh: Mr Gubbins’ Bicycle Village Centre 7:30 for 8 pm
Tue 15 Parish Planning Meeting Village Centre 8 pm
Thu 17 Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm

Sun 20 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 21 Kennington History Society: AGM & Members’ Eve. Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

March 2011

Wed 2
Kennington Link WI Annual Meeting Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Kennington Memorial Field AGM & Red Kites Talk Village Centre 8 pm

Fri 4 Kennington Cancer Fund: Cheese & Wine Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 5 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am

Tue 8
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 9 Kennington WI AGM: Invigilator’s Trousers Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sat 12
Thames District Girl Guides Table Top Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Oxford Ceilidh: Asha Village Centre 7:30 for 8 pm

Wed 16 Horticultural Society: Ashmolean Gardens Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 19 Kennington4FairTrade: Show us your Label Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Sun 20 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 21 History Society: Highwaymen 17th & 18th centuries Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 29 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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When submitting articles to the Chronicle, please “Remember to provide a 
contact phone or email” in case of problems!

Chronicle Contributions

Do you have an organisation or event based in Kennington? The Kennington Chronicle is a 
great way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article and maybe even 
a picture! It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.

Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting
Kennington-related news articles to the Editor!
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