


The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
The Rev Em Coley 01865 735135

The New Vicarage, Ross Court, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342
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Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739356

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 9:25 am

4th Sunday: All Age Service 11:00 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577........................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter

I used to be an English and Drama teacher at a boys Grammar School in Poole. In my first year I 
was responsible for taking a group of year 10 boys (aged 14 and 15) to the West End to see Blood 
Brothers. Many of them had never been to the theatre before, so before we went in I made the  
distinction between the theatre and the cinema and explained that there was to be no shouting out, 
and  no  eating.  During  the  second  act,  however,  I  became  aware  of  inappropriate  guffaws  of 
laughter, and the unmistakable rustling of food packaging. So, I psyched myself up for a good old 
teacher lecture, and once the production had finished, I turned to the boys and told them to wait 
until everyone else had left.

Once the auditorium was empty, once again I turned to the class and in my best cross teacher voice,  
I informed them that we were not leaving until they told me which one of them had expressly gone 
against my instructions and had been eating and calling out. As one, 25 boys turned, pointed to a 
seat in the back row and told me that there was a strange chap, eating a Chinese takeaway and 
laughing and calling out. I had a choice. I could either continue to bluster and reprimand them for 
their behaviour, or apologise for making assumptions. I apologised. “You were well cross, Miss,” 
one lad said helpfully to me. “Yes, I was,” I replied, “I’m sorry.”

None of us is perfect, yet, in the immortal words of Elton John, “‘Sorry’ seems to be the hardest 
word.” I don’t think many of us find it particularly easy to say sorry, and there are certain situations 
where it seems almost impossible, but as we head into the start of the Church’s Lent season where 
we focus on our need for repentance, I wonder whether we can consider the positive impact of an 
apology. Admitting our failings can ease the burden of pretence as we acknowledge that we have 
got things wrong. We can bluster through life, trying to convince ourselves and others that we are 
always making the right decisions, that we are above reproach in our relationships with others, but 
as we do so, our dishonesty with ourselves and others can lead to a sense of isolation.

But there is freedom to be found in acknowledging our weaknesses and imperfections. There is a 
sense of solidarity with others, support from fellow flawed friends and family members, and an 
appreciation for the vulnerability and openness that is expressed along with the word ‘sorry.’ And 
when it comes to saying sorry to God, we are assured of his forgiveness and his love. For he is the 
God that loves us exactly as we are, and loves us too much to let us stay that way.

Perhaps this Lent, in the spirit of honesty and openness, let’s put aside the pretence that we are 
perfect people, admit to failings and flaws, and embrace the freedom and forgiveness that comes as 
a result of simply saying sorry.

— Em Coley
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Services in February

Sun 6th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh

Tue 10th 10:30 am Penitential Service to mark 
the start of Lent

Sun 13th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 20th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 27th 9:00 am Parish Communion
11:00 pm All Age Service with Baptism
6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church

Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a 
family service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.

NB: A new group for those aged 10+ has started. It is called Freewave, and it is held in the vicarage 
at 9:30 am on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month; an informal get together that revolves around 
hot chocolate and breakfast goodies!

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Circuit Office:
The Revd Rosemary Davies Wesley Memorial Church
9 Ramsay Road New Inn Hall Street
Headington Oxford
Oxford OX1 2DH
OX3 8AX 01865 243216
01865 763676

4 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
mailto:nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
mailto:paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk


SERVICES FOR MARCH

Morning Worship held each Sunday at 10:30 am.

Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 13th at 10:30 am.

PREACHERS FOR MARCH AT 10:30 am WILL BE:

6th Rob Winn, from Oxford.

13th THE FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT. The Revd Jonathan Todd, from Islip. This service will 
include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

20th MISSION  IN  BRITAIN  SUNDAY.  The  Revd  Peter  Hancock,  the  Chair  of  the 
Northampton District of the Methodist Church.

6:30 pm. The Circuit Service at Wesley Memorial Church in Oxford.

27th The Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies. This service will include the Annual General 
Meeting.

The  CHURCH  INSTRUMENTAL  GROUP meets  at  10 am each  Sunday  morning,  and 
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with your 
family, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for  
newcomers and visitors to the village.

OTHER DATES FOR MARCH
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.

Friday 4th

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service in the Methodist Church at 2 pm. 
Speaker: The Revd Rosemary Davies. The theme this year is: How many 
loaves have you? The service has been prepared by the Christian women of 
Chile. Tea and biscuits will be served after the service. Welcome!

Tuesday 8th The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Wednesday 9th Short  Service  of  Informal  Worship  in  the  Lounge of  Edith  Court  at 
10:30 am. Do come and join the residents.

Thursday 17th The  Ecumenical  Study  Group  &  Prayer  Fellowship meets  at  8  St 
Swithun’s Road at 2:30 pm. Everyone is most welcome.

Sunday 20th The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the  Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.

Monday 28th The Monday Circle Annual General Meeting in the Church at  7:30 pm. 
Everyone is welcome.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on  TUESDAY 8th MARCH from  10 am 
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross and Joy Margetts. Do come 
along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning out.’

The February Coffee Morning raised £113.44.
The April Coffee Morning will be held Tuesday 12th April at 10 am.
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We thank Yvonne, Carole, and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by month 
to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship for 
everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

Churches Together in Kennington

Easter  is  late  this  year,  so  the  season  of  Lent  which 
prepares for it does not begin until Wednesday 9th March. 
The  three  traditional  aspects  of  Lenten  discipline  are 
prayer,  fasting  and  almsgiving.  Fasting  is  the  one  that 
people always remember, because it is linked with ‘giving 
up.’ ‘Giving up’ naturally links to ‘almsgiving;’ if I give up 
chocolate or alcohol then I can give the money I would 
have  spent  on  them  to  some  charitable  cause.  But  the 
discipline of fasting is also connected with prayer. It is not 
perhaps difficult to see how fasting, both in the Bible and 
in  later  practice,  is  seen  as  adding  a  dimension  of 
earnestness to prayer.

It is prayer which is going to be the focus of the series of five Thursday evening meetings organised 
by the Kennington Churches this Lent, starting on Thursday 17th March. They will take place from 
8 pm to 9 pm at Good Shepherd Church, and will be led by the clergy of the three churches. Each 
one will explore a different aspect of prayer, so while we hope that people will be able to come to 
the whole series, each evening will also stand on its own.

The practice of a rhythm of prayer which provides a framework for each day has its roots in Jewish 
custom which  was  later  taken into  a  Christian  context.  It  was  surely  from contact  with  these 
traditions that Islam picked up the practice, and it is here that it is most visible in our own day, 
although of course it remains at the heart of the less public life of Christian monasteries. There 
remains a strong encouragement within the Christian churches at least to begin and end the day 
with prayer, but in a culture where spontaneity is all, and formality is distrusted, the old traditions  
of ‘kneeling down and saying your prayers’ have largely been lost.

There has been a real loss here, but at the same time there are beginning to be in our own time some 
remarkable rediscoveries. Where a formal tradition of ‘saying prayers’ has been lost, and that at  
least  partly  because  it  had  tended  to  become  simply  a  formality  which  did  not  seem  to  be 
particularly life-giving, there has also been an increasing exploration of what prayer is ultimately 
about. An extraordinary example of this was the recent television series ‘The Big Silence’. In this, 
five people with no strong religious convictions or practice were invited to try to build some silence 
into their  extremely busy lives. This was a real struggle for them, and the first stage ended in  
failure. In the next stage, they all spent several days in a silent retreat, and although again it was a 
time of  struggle  for  all  of  them, their  discovery  of  silence  led them to a  deeper  discovery of  
themselves, and though this to an encounter with God. At the very least, it was for them all a life-
changing experience. We can’t all spend Lent in a retreat centre, but to make a serious attempt to 
build a daily time of silence into our lives might be an excellent Lent resolution.

— Fr Paul King

6 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


7



Art Project in Kennington and Blackbird Leys

Monday 14th March at 6 pm in the Kennington Village Centre

Stephen Willats: Transforming Visions of Oxford

With the support of Modern Art Oxford, artist Stephen  Willats invites people 
from Kennington to create an artwork. The aim of the artwork is for people in 
Kennington and Blackbird Leys to imagine how the world around them could 
be different. Using simple tools of new media, residents will be asked to look at 
the language of their environment (be it visual, verbal or sonic). Throughout the 
project, participants will be given full support and guidance through workshops 
with the artist. The resulting artwork will be a dynamic, ever-changing picture, 
taking the form of an interactive installation in Kennington, Blackbird Leys and 
Modern Art Oxford.

Stephen  Willats has worked continually in Oxford since the 1960s, including 
several large scale installations and exhibitions at the Museum of Modern Art 
Oxford (now Modern Art Oxford). Stephen and Melanie  Pocock (Exhibitions 
Assistant) invite residents of Kennington to an informal meeting on Monday 
14th March at 6 pm in the Kennington Village Centre, to discuss examples of 
past work and the current project. Refreshments will be provided.

For any enquiries regarding the project, please do not hesitate to contact me at Modern Art Oxford 
by email on melanie.pocock@modernartoxford.org.uk.

— Melanie Pocock

Update from Kennington Youth Club

Despite hoping to open at the end of last year, plans for this were put on hold while we waited for  
our hard-won grants to arrive following the announcement of Council cuts.

Refurbishment of the building began. Work included new floors, ceilings and painting throughout, 
and the much-needed refurbishment of the toilet facilities. Unfortunately we had another roof leak, 
which needed repairing before we could go any further.

With our funds now running low we are not in a position to replace the “Kennington Youth Club” 
sign on the outside of the building and would be thrilled if there was any local person who would 
offer to make a new sign for us.

The committee is now hoping to open the Youth Club at the end of March, with club nights to be  
held on a Monday or Tuesday evening. Confirmation of dates and further details will follow in next 
month’s Chronicle. We are also hoping to arrange an open afternoon where people can call in and 
have a look round.

We have been lucky to receive support from OAYP (Oxfordshire Association of Young People), but 
unfortunately their funding has been slashed and they will no longer have sufficient staff to play an 
active long term part in the running of the Youth Club. This means that we will need support from 
the local community to make the Club a success and would be grateful if anyone could volunteer  
their time or offer any donations towards the running costs of the club, which has no funding from 
the Council.

To  offer  support  for  the  Youth  Club  or  for  further  information  please  contact  me  on 
lynnmatthews108@hotmail.co.uk.

— Lynn Matthews
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Kennington Cancer Fund

The Quiz Night raised £1,032.00. Thanks to our Quiz Mistress Fran Schofield and her helpers, and 
all who made the evening a success.

Tickets for the Cheese and Wine (Friday 4th March) are now available at £7.00—no increase on last 
year.

The date for our Hymns of Praise at  St Swithun’s is  Sunday 22nd May at  6:30 pm. This is  an 
occasion  for  all  to  remember  loved ones,  and give  thanks  for  the  expertise  of  the  Professors, 
Doctors and Surgeons who treat those who have had successful cancer treatment.

KOA Fun Run and Walk

Calling all Walkers, Joggers & Runners

KOA has again been given permission to stage the annual Fun Run & Walk through Bagley Wood.  
It is a great opportunity to have a 3 mile wander through these lovely woods, or test your skills 
against some young or experienced runners. The date is SUNDAY 12th JUNE, 11:30, and we hope 
to see all the old and a lot of new faces. More details in future Chronicles and on www.koa.org.uk.

— Eckhard Groth (739229)

Kennington Festival Group

We invite you to come along and join us for a chat and cup of tea with friendly people.

If you would also like a game of Scrabble or Bingo then this is the place for you. We could 
also offer other games if anyone shows an interest.

The afternoon starts at 2pm. Tea and cakes at 3.15pm.

If you come early you could visit the Library which needs your support or visit the local 
shops.

The next meetings

• Monday 14th March: Lunch at 12:30 pm members only, followed by AGM at 2 pm. 
Usual afternoon activities to which anyone is invited.

• Monday 28th March: 2–4 pm in the Village Centre.

Transport is available for those with mobility problems. Just let us know and one of our 
voluntary drivers will  pick you up.  Please contact  Margaret  on 01865 730353 for  more 
information.

Songs, Spices and Stories

Kennington Overseas Aid — Social Event

Saturday 19th March, 7:30 pm, Kennington Village Centre

Tickets £12.50 from Sylvia Vetta (739071) or Val Martin (739726)
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RNLI SOS Day
Once more I decided to have a coffee morning in my home in Edward Road, on Saturday 29 th 

January. With help from my family and some very kind friends we raised £207.55 (a little more 
than last year).

Raffle prizes were all donated and lovely cakes were made & given.

I began my day very early, as did my daughters, and made popular plain and cheese scones.

I really do thank all the helpers and everyone who supported and contributed to that day—you were 
greatly appreciated, and everyone seemed to really enjoy themselves.

Each year the RNLI assists thousands of people and saves hundreds of lives. They rely solely upon 
voluntary donations and legacies to keep going.

— Grace Seccombe

Kennington 4 Fairtrade
There are three Fairtrade events to look forward to this month

• Wednesday 2nd March at 11 am: a talk in Kennington Library by Barbara Afterlak from 
Swindon Fairtrade.

• Sunday 6th March at 4:30 pm: a tea party organised by St Swithun’s Church in the Church 
Hall with all refreshments as Fairtrade as possible. After tea we will be making Fairtrade 
bunting in support of the national focus this year on Fairtrade cotton.

• Saturday 19th March 10 am–12 noon: the K4F steering group will organise a Fairtrade 
event in the Village Centre. There will be Fairtrade refreshments, a raffle and stalls selling 
Fairtrade goods. Kennington Primary School will be showing off the Fairtrade bunting they 
have  been  making,  as  they  learn  more  about  what  Fairtrade  means  for  the  world’s 
producers.

During March it is Fairtrade Fortnight (28th Feb–13th March). Our events are among many held 
throughout the country with the theme this year ‘Show off your Label’. Look out for our exhibition 
in the Health Centre where you can see just how many Fairtrade products there are.

It’s much more than bananas and coffee now… Show your support now! You belong to Kennington
—A Fairtrade Village! More information from Robin Mason (321044) or Brenda Groth (739229)

— K4F steering group.

Friends of Kennington Library AGM

Saturday 12th March, 10:30–11:30, Village Centre (upstairs room C2)

Where do we go from here?
We want your opinion.

We hope as many members as possible can come to our AGM.

We promise no one will be pressured to do anything they don’t want.

Thank you for your support.
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Street Parties
Kennington Parish Council would be pleased to hear if anyone was 
thinking  of  organising  a  Street  Party  for  the  Royal  Wedding  on 
Friday 29th April  2011 or the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee weekend 
from 2nd to 5th June 2012. There will be bank holidays to cover these 
celebrations on Friday 29th April 2011 and 4th and 5th June 2012. 
The Parish Council would like to support any initiatives with advice 
if needed. Please contact the Clerk, Pam Johnston, with the details 
on 01865 421126 or Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com.

If you want to close the road for your party you must get permission from Vale of White Horse 
District  Council  at  least  seven weeks before the event.  That means for the Royal Wedding the 
deadline is 11th March 2011. All requests must be submitted in writing and sent to Julie Green, Vale 
of White Horse District Council, Commercial Services, The Abbey House, Abbey Close, Abingdon, 
OX14  3JE.  They  can  also  be  emailed  to  julie.green@whitehorsedc.gov.uk or  faxed  to  01235 
540397. Full details are available on the website www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk under “road closures”. 
You will probably need to have insurance.

There is an excellent website which can give you lots of ideas and clear instructions for planning an 
event at www.streetparty.org.uk.

KADS News
We would like to thank all  those who supported us at  “WHO’S AFRAID OF THE BIG BAD 
WOLF.”  We are  delighted  to  say  that  through your  generosity  we will  be  donating  £1,000 to  
HEADWAY.

KADS has worked very hard during the last 18 months and so we have decided to take a well 
earned break from productions to recharge our batteries, although we will still meet from time to 
time through social events.

Our next planned production will be a panto in January 2012. Details will be announced later in the 
year. Thank you all again for your continued support.

Quiz Night—Women v Cancer

Friday 1st April 2011, 7:30 pm in the Kennington Village Centre
Teams of up 6: £5 per person including snacks

Bar — Raffle

Tickets available from Lynn, 01865 739719.

I am proud to be a member of Women v Cancer—a group of women who are taking part in a 250-
mile cycle challenge over 5 days through Kenya to raise money for three fantastic charities: Breast 
Cancer Care, Jo’s Trust (fighting cervical cancer), and Ovarian Cancer Action.

The minimum each of us needs to raise is £2800, although I would like to raise a lot more. I will be 
paying for my own flight and costs, so all of the money I raise will go to the three charities.

We need as many quizzers as possible to ensure the Women v Cancer Quiz Night is a huge success. 
If you are not able to attend but would like to help in some way, a raffle prize donation would be 
most welcome. For further enquiries please ring me. Many thanks.

— Sally Beauchamp, 01865  326257
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Kennington Health Walks

The Gentle Walk Relaunched – to complement the longer health walks

You might have seen a group of people gathering to go for a walk on Monday 
mornings at 10 am, meeting in the car park outside the Health Centre. In addition 
to our usual health walks (distances 2–4 miles), we now have a  gentle walk 
especially designed for people who want to get fitter, recovering from illness or 
minor surgery or who are managing a long term health problem.

The health benefits  of regular walking are well  known. As well  as improving 
general fitness, mental and social well-being, many common conditions such as 
high  blood pressure,  diabetes,  and  depression  can  all  be  improved  or  managed  better  through 
increased activity. Walking is the easiest way for most people to increase their level of activity to 
the recommended “30 minutes of moderate activity five times a week.”

The gentle walk is taken at a slower pace and is suitable for people returning to exercise. Our 
walks are led by trained walk leaders who use routes that are mostly flat and easy with no stiles.  
Routes can also be adapted on the day to suit the walkers who turn up.

After a gentle walk, which can last between 30 and 60 minutes, depending on the pace and distance 
covered, you can enjoy a cup of tea or coffee with new friends.

All Health Walks are free and there is no need to tell us you are coming, though the first time you 
walk there is a brief Outdoor Health Questionnaire to complete—so please come 
five minutes early when you first turn up.

We look forward to seeing you on the  Gentle Walk on Mondays at 
10 am meeting in the Health Centre car park, near to the tree in the play area. 
If you prefer to walk in a small group, and like the idea of some company to chat 
to, the gentle walk might just suit you!

Telephone Rosemary on 01865 735419 if you want to know more.

Kennington Overseas Aid Sponsored Knit 2011

This year the KOA project is “Tools for Self Reliance.” Money raised will help young people in 
four deprived farming communities in the Upper East and Northern Ghana. Full details of this were 
in the February edition of the Kennington Chronicle.

As many know, the knitters work together to make a blanket. This blanket is always given to local 
groups in need, and the money raised from sponsorship goes to KOA.

Are there any knitters who would like to join us for a sociable afternoon, chatting, knitting and 
drinking tea? No great knitting skill is required. Wool is provided, and knitting needles if necessary.

As well as knitters, wool is needed. Any DK wool that can be donated will be gratefully received.  
Wool can be left and sponsorship forms can be obtained from 82 Upper Road. Ring 735634 if you 
would like wool to be collected or sponsorship forms provided.

NOW—the date of “the knit.” It will be on Saturday 16th April, 2–4 pm, in the lounge at Edith 
Court, Upper Road.

— Barbara Boyne
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2011 Census—Sunday 27th March 2011

What is the census used for?

The census  is  vitally  important  for  communities,  making sure  that  the  facilities  and 
services can be identified.  All  sorts of decisions are taken based on census statistics, 
from the number of car parking spaces needed at local supermarkets, to where to locate 
bank  branches  and  even  the  allocation  of  fire  engines.  Numbers  of  school  places, 
development  of  traffic  systems  and  funding  for  local  authorities  are  all  heavily 
influenced by the census.  It’s  all  about  planning ahead. The census,  a  rich source of statistics, 
affects all of us in one way or another, as decisions about the communities we live in take place all 
the time.

The 2011 Census is coming: Sunday 27th March 2011

The census collects information about the population every ten years. The next census in England 
and Wales takes place March 2011.

A census counts everybody and describes society

The population’s  characteristics  are  always  changing.  A census  collects  and shares  facts  about 
society’s make-up.

Your community and family benefit

You need to take part so that the services and facilities your community and family need can be 
identified. These services include schools, hospitals and emergency services.

A census is a fantastic source of historical information

Everyone should be proud of playing their part in the census; the statistics are available for you. 
ONS’s census is respected worldwide.

Define your identity in 2011

You will know that you have played your part in helping tomorrow take shape in your community

Your census answers are confidential

Personal census information is  never shared with any other government department,  nationally, 
regionally, or locally. The information collected is kept confidential by ONS and protected by law.

Complete the census online (www.census.gov.uk)

Completing the census online is straightforward, convenient and secure.

Returning your census questionnaire is required by law

Completing the census is a legal requirement: the few people who don’t complete their  census 
questionnaire may be prosecuted for breaking the law, could face a criminal record and may be 
fined up to £1,000.

Help and support are available

The census is straightforward. Help and support are available online at www.census.gov.uk.
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Rose Taylor Memorial Christmas Lunch

Just to complete the story, two letters have now been received from the two nominated charities. 
Grateful thanks are expressed to all involved in a letter from the Fundraising Co-ordinator of the 
Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust, saying this extraordinary contribution is greatly 
appreciated  and  will  help  to  maintain  the  service  across  Oxfordshire,  Berkshire  & 
Buckinghamshire.

In a second letter from the local Treasurer of The Guide Dogs for the Blind Association, thanks are 
also expressed, said to help them to continue their vision, whilst keeping Rose Taylor’s name alive.

Incidentally if you attended the Christmas Lunch and have internet access you may soon be able to 
find yourself and your friends in the gallery of photographs taken by Roger Gelder, which have 
been posted on the village website at www.kennington.org.

— George & Carole Ross

Girlguiding Thames District Table Top Sale

Are You Prepared for Thames District Guides Table Top Sale on Saturday 12th March 
at Kennington Village Centre? Doors open at 10 am.

Bring you friends and chat over a tea or coffee, be tempted by the homemade cakes,  
and try your luck in the raffle—but above all support our table holders. There are still  
tables available at £5 from Margaret on 01865 730353 or Liz on 01865 730053.

Kennington Memorial Field

Can you spend a Saturday morning clearing scrub in the Memorial Field?

The Memorial Field needs a little looking after!

Saturday 5th March, 9:30 am–12:30 pm

Meet outside the Sports Pavilion at the top of Playfield Road

Bring (if you have them): gardening gloves, secateurs, loppers, bowsaw.
Some tools will be available.

Call Alison 01865 735995 evenings and weekends for more information.

Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 2nd March at 8 pm in the Kennington Village Centre

Members of the public are invited to hear about what has been going on in Kennington Memorial 
Field over the past year. Come and join us at our AGM in the Village Centre.

After the AGM, there will  be an illustrated talk entitled,  “The natural history of Red Kites—a 
species reintroduction success story,” by Harry Barton, Chief Executive Officer of The Northmoor 
Trust.

Following the talk there will be light refreshments. All are welcome.
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Campaign to Save the Kennington Library

Much has happened in the last month since our last report.

Change in the Council

The most important happening is that as a result of our combined efforts—not just Kennington’s, 
though I am proud to say that Kennington Village has been instrumental through the wonderful 
support of all our residents—Councillor Keith Mitchell has shifted his position and is now willing 
to consider equitable cuts across the libraries, albeit that he wants to find extra funding first to 
support this.

If this is the only thing that happens, i.e. equitable cuts instead of closures, then we believe that all 
20 threatened libraries can be saved. So, on that score, we are looking at possible success.

The Green Party has proposed a surcharge on Park & Ride for libraries, youth centres and social  
care. The American company LSSI has proposed taking over the libraries; it says it can run the 
services for much cheaper than the Council can.

Pied Piper Procession and Tea & Cakes

Monday 7th February saw an extraordinary procession of people from St Swithun’s School to the 
Village Centre. Led by flautist Phil Frei Zinger, Korky Paul and MG Harris also attended.

In the Village Hall, where we had teas and cakes, over 200 people attended. (We apologise that we 
did not anticipate so many people, so we had not enough seats!) The ages ranged from just two 
weeks to over 90 years.

Korky and MG entertained the children. We heard from Jill Evans, Em Coley and Cllr Mitchell. 
The children presented  over 600 letters, plus extra letters and posters from children, to Cllr 
Mitchell.  The choir sang, “Consider Yourself One of Us,” which even had Cllr Mitchell’s head 
nodding in time!

Cllr Mitchell was informed that some of what he saw the children doing was a weekly event at the 
library, that adults also had extra services, and so he could have the realisation that the library does 
not merely lend books and DVDs.

The event was reported on the BBC News and the Oxford Mail, and ITV may report it on the 12th.

Looking Forward

The Library is by no means guaranteed to be saved yet. We still have to continue our work to  
ensure that Kennington and, if possible, all other 19 threatened villages, continue to have excellent 
service. You may want to let your Councillor know this at his next Surgery.

Kennington’s campaign has contacted all  the other  of the 20 libraries so that  we can all  work 
together. We have had plenty of communication already, and we are organising to meet soon to 
discuss where we go from here.

We will keep you informed on our blog (see the signature below), so please visit regularly!

Finally…

Thank you to all the residents who have so wonderfully shown their support for our Library.

— Paddy Landau —  savekenningtonlibrary.blogspot.com — savekl2011@gmail.com
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Kennington Health Centre
A message from Dr Stuart   Frankum   as he retires:  

When I arrived in Kennington 27 years ago, as the new GP at the Health 
Centre, two things immediately struck me.

The first was that if anyone was ill at home, there was always a neighbour, 
friend, relative or Good Neighbour on the spot and ready to help.

The second was that children brought  up in Kennington very often were 
desperate to come back to live here as adults, although they were sometimes 
prevented by high house prices.

These  two  observations  showed  me  the  cohesive  and  stable  nature  of 
Kennington  ‘village’,  which  has  not  really  changed  to  this  day.  Locum 

doctors who work for us from time to time often remark on the friendly patients in Kennington.

I joined the Health Centre as the junior partner seven years after it was built, with  Drs Strode, 
Verjee, Darling and Randall and several other staff. Since then, the number of people working at the 
Health Centre has almost doubled.  Many other things have also changed: in the early days Dr 
Strode, who was the senior partner following Dr Blackman, had a card placed in his window, to tell  
him as he drove by when there was a ’phone call to be answered. Nowadays of course we have the 
all-pervasive mobile ’phone. We work all  the time with computers, and are doing many things 
which were only done in hospitals twenty years ago, as hospitals keep patients in for shorter and 
shorter times.

Successive governments have, like the Grand Old Duke of York, ‘marched the troops to the top of 
the hill and then back again,’ reorganising the Health Service over and over again. Much more 
paperwork, and now computer work, has been added to the job, so that the end of the morning now 
tends to overlap with the beginning of the afternoon, and ‘routine’ visiting is all but impossible.  
However, the fundamental centre of our job is unchanged, and I have been privileged to get to 
know many of you as patients at significant parts of your lives.

My apologies to anyone I have offended, and my grateful thanks to the patients of Kennington 
Health Centre, whether registered with me or not, who have taught me a great deal over the years. I  
hope I have learnt the lessons. I will very much miss meeting my friends. However, I know I am 
leaving a fine Health Centre Team to continue the work, in these challenging times.

— Dr Stuart Frankum
A message from Dr   Yehu     Azaz   as he begins at Kennington  

“I would like to introduce myself as a new GP starting at Kennington Health Centre in March. I 
look forward to becoming part of the local community and getting to know you in time.”

— Dr Yehu Azaz

Change at Kennington Health Centre

Change:
1. The act, process, or result of altering or modifying
2. The replacing of one thing for another; substitution

One thing we can be certain of in life is change. In the summer of 2010 we were informed that there 
would be changes to the way that the NHS will deliver service to its patients. Kennington Health 
Centre is not protected from change be it part of this national initiative or more local activity.

In November I arrived at the practice to take over as the Practice Manager from Yvonne Milward, 
who is now enjoying a deserved retirement. I am slowly but surely getting to know the practice and 
I have been fortunate to meet and talk to many of our patients.
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Shortly after my arrival Dr Stuart Frankum announced he would be retiring at the end of February. 
In January we went through a rigorous recruitment exercise and we are pleased to announce that Dr 
Yehu Azaz will be joining us from 1st March. He will initially work all day Monday and Friday and 
will add Thursday afternoon from 1st April.

Many of you will already know Yehu, as he has provided locum cover at Kennington on a number 
of occasions. We all look forward to him joining the team.

At the same time Drs Richard Erin, Linda Jones and Mary Akinola will all do an extra session per 
week. You will now see Richard and Linda both in every week. There have been some changes to 
the days that they will be in the practice. Please look out for the new timetables which show who 
will be in on which days.

Richard and Linda will be moving rooms and will now be based in Dr Frankum’s room, and Yehu 
will move into their old room. When both Richard and Linda are in together there will be some 
room changes so look out for the signs and listen to the messages.

Dr Tom Yates  has  been with us  since November.  How times fly.  It  will  not  be long until  his 
replacement, Dr Clarke, joins us and takes up the mantle of trainee doctor.

Our intrepid nurses and health care assistants, Donna, Pat, Linda and Debbie, are still providing a 
sterling service. I myself will shortly be trained to help with taking blood so you may see a new 
face when you come in.

The District Nurses from Botley will now be based at Kennington and will form a larger support 
team so you may see some new faces coming to visit you. At the same time the Health Visitor from 
Botley will also be based at Kennington and she will also help out with our young patients and 
mums where needed.

As well as changes to our team at Kennington there are also other changes in the pipeline. Later this 
year we will change our appointments system. This will mean some disruption when we move to 
the new system as well as some restrictions on booking ahead. Please look out for more details later 
in the year.

I have been asked whether we can set up an email address for the practice. This is being looked into 
and we should be able to have something set up soon. Please note that such an email will only be  
used  for  non-urgent  enquiries  and  cannot  be  used  for  booking  appointments  or  medical 
consultations. We will give you more details later on in the year.

2011 will be a year of change for everyone. Who knows what else will happen as the Government’s  
white paper is translated into practice. I will try to ensure that all of our patients are kept informed 
through the Kennington Chronicle and notices in the practice. Please be patient when these changes 
happen, and if you have any concerns please ask to speak to me.

Messages from Kennington Health Centre

We are currently looking at all our patient lists following the retirement of Dr Frankum. As three of 
our doctors are doing increased sessions, the size of their lists will change, as well as Dr  Azaz 
having a list. We are doing our best to look at how we can accommodate everyone’s needs but all  
doctors have a finite number of patients that they can have on their lists.

Can we please ask patients that are requesting repeat prescriptions to provide us with the names that 
are on the prescription label rather than the product name on the box. This makes it easier to ensure 
that we provide you with the right items. Please note that we need 48 working hours to process a 
prescription.

Our receptionists have to deal with as many as 200 patients passing through our doors a day along 
with many phone calls all asking to see a doctor, nurse or health care assistant. They do their best to 
accommodate everyone’s requirements but there are a finite number of appointments and not every 
member of the team works every day. Please be patient with the receptionists and please consider 
alternative appointment dates and times.
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It is understood that many of you have a preferred doctor. While we do operate lists for each doctor 
technically you are all registered to Kennington Health Centre. Also remember that your records are 
held (securely) on our IT system so any doctor can see a history of your visits and treatment. When 
speaking with a receptionist about booking an appointment please remember that you may have the 
opportunity to see a doctor sooner if you are able and willing to see an alternative doctor. You can 
also ask for a doctor to call you to assess if you need to come in—although you will normally have  
to wait until they have a quiet period of time between surgeries.

As I sit here writing this we have had 6 patients not show up for their appointment this morning. 
Yesterday we had 5 patients not show up and last week we had an average of 5 no shows per day. 
We understand that things change and that you may not be able to turn up. Please remember to call 
the centre and cancel your appointment—especially if you are able to give us a day or more notice 
then we can offer these slots to other patients.

When checking in many of you say you are seeing the “nurse.” Please be aware that we have 
practice nurses and we have health care assistants. Some of their work does overlap but in the main 
they have separate jobs. The health care assistants will take blood, do blood pressure checks, etc.  
while  the  nurses  look  after  dressings,  immunisations,  etc.  Please  ensure  that  you  book  an 
appointment with the correct team member.

We are all pleased to see that we have an extra Bank Holiday in April. This will mean that the 
Centre is closed for two long weekends on the trot. In order to manage appointments around this 
period we will be reducing the number of pre-booked appointments and increasing the number of 
on-the-day appointments.  If  you think  you will  require  repeat  prescriptions  around this  period 
please ensure that you have given us enough notice to be able to process the request, bearing in 
mind that it will take 48 working hours.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
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Kennington and District United Church Choirs

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs are now rehearsing Mendelssohn’s Elijah for 
a concert in Faringdon Parish Church and the Holywell Music Room in Oxford in May. If you 
enjoy singing, we would be pleased to welcome you. Rehearsals are held every Friday evening at 
7:45 pm in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road. Library copies are available and there are 
no  auditions  or  subscriptions.  If  you  are  interested,  have  a  word  with  Trevor  Cowlett on 
01865 735885,  or visit our website  www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk. There is still  time to join. We 
would be pleased to welcome you.

Kennington Link WI
February 2011 Meeting

In  high  spirits  and  party  attire  we  met  together  for  our  42nd Founders  Day  Tea  Party.  Our 
afternoon entertainment was provided by Mrs Joan Rowland, a very talented pianist, who played a 
comprehensive selection of tunes to suit all tastes. These ranged from light classical 
music  through  to  well-known  songs  from the  shows  (to  which  we  all  enjoyed 
singing along), with a sprinkling of Negro Spirituals in between. Mrs Rowland was 
also able to tell us a little about the music being played, adding to our interest. Joan 
Bowen Thomas thanked her for the marvellous programme and presented her with 
a donation, which Mrs Rowland intended to pass on to her favourite charity.

It was then time for our celebratory tea, which included a wide variety of sandwiches, scones and 
mouth-watering cakes. These had been provided by the hard-working ladies from the Friends of 
Kennington Cancer Fund, who always look after us so well and who, at the end of the afternoon, 
were presented with attractive posies as a token of our gratitude.

The birthday cake was duly admired before being cut by two founder members (Jean Mundy and 
Sheila Prior), together with Maureen Palma, who was our special guest from the evening Institute. 
During the afternoon, Rosalie  Whiteley had been busy with her camera, and we look forward to 
seeing some impressive photographs at the next meeting.

Mrs Perella and Mrs Fanning were in charge of the raffle table, which held a vast array of prizes 
and attracted a speedy trade. The draw for the lucky ticket number was won by Mrs Betty Appleton.

Business matters had been kept to a minimum, with notices of immediate or important events being 
distributed to members during the meeting.

The next meeting will be THE ANNUAL MEETING on 2nd March.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

➢ Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library.

➢ A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

➢ Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

➢ Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last  notification:  Oxfordshire Museum; Parish Council  Minutes (Meeting,  Planning,  
Finance).
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Kennington Overseas Aid 2011

The Phoenix Choir of Harare, Zimbabwe, on their 50th anniversary tour of 
the  UK will  sing  in  Kennington  on  Thursday  28 th April.  Details  of  their 
programme will be in the April Edition of our Kennington Chronicle.

Why is Kennington a concert venue?

My cousin Gordon Howard and his wife run the Athol Evans Hospital for the 
chronically sick in Harare, Zimbabwe. Gordon wanted to retire seven years 
ago but due to the situation in Zimbabwe no replacement could be found. He 
was awarded the MBE in recognition of the effort he has put into keeping the 
hospital running against the odds.

Since  The  Phoenix  Choir  has  been  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  hospital, 
Gordon contacted me in January asking if I could help—hence the concert on 28th April in the 
Village  Centre  at  7:30.  Tickets  at  £8  (£6  concessions)  are  available  from  me,  Sylvia  Vetta 
07809 054969 & 01865 739071.

Any profits from the concert will be divided between the Athol Evans hospital and the 2011 KOA 
project for Tools for Self Reliance in Ghana. The 2011 programme of events has something for 
everyone but two of them need lots of enthusiastic new helpers.

The Joint Fête on Saturday 18th June has a unique atmosphere and is good fun for all the family, 
but to keep it vibrant we need new people to come with fresh ideas prepared to help. If you want to  
be involved, telephone Marilyn  Farr on 326519. The proceeds from the fête are equally divided 
between the school, St Swithun’s Church and KOA.

Bagley Wood Fun Run & Walk on Sunday 12th June can be enjoyed by everyone from top athletes 
to parents with babies. Runners and walkers of all ages take part. Many activities suit a particular 
age group so it is good to join in some events where we can all come together. We do need some  
more  people  prepared  to  be  marshals.  If  you  can  help  please  contact  Sylfest Muldal 
funrun@koa.org.uk.

Halcyon Leonard (452783) Sylvia Vetta (739071)
KOA Chair www.koa.org.uk Vice Chair

Personal Notices

The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. 
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 45).

Vera Conn

Geoffrey Conn is sad to announce the death his mother, Vera Conn, who died on 19th January in 
the John Radcliffe Hospital after a short illness. She was 97 years old and had lived a very happy 
life in Kennington for 35 years.  She will  be greatly  missed by all  her Family and her many 
friends. She leaves a son, three grand children and five great grand children.

Funeral service took place Friday 4th February at the Oxford Crematorium. Donations please to 
Cancer Research UK, ℅ R L Bromley & Son, 1 Court Road, Rosehill, Oxford OX4 4HZ.

— Geoffrey Conn
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Kennington Library Newsletter
Q: What’s happening at our library in March? A: We are open and looking forward to your visit.

What’s more, with the support of the Friends you will have:
• An adult event; see details page 32
• A children (under 5) event; see details page 32

Call to all the young readers: Find out about the Oxfordshire Book Award and vote for your 
favourite titles. There are 3 book categories: secondary, primary and picture book. All the details 
and voting forms are available at the library. Voting ends on Thursday 31st March, with the winners 
announced on Wednesday 6th April.

By March, the promised  Public Consultation about the library service will have started. Please, 
everyone, make your view heard; the future of our community library depends on your response.

Please note in your dairy:  The Friends of Kennington Library Annual General Meeting Saturday 
12  th   March, 10:30–11:30     am   in the upstairs meeting room of the Village Centre.

Lyndsay, Marie-Christine and I sincerely thank you for your continued support in these difficult 
times.

Gratefully, your Librarian, Mrs Dominique Henderson.

Opening hours
Mon 2–5:30 pm; Wed 10 am–12:30 pm; Fri 2–7 pm; Sat 10 am–1 pm.
Kennington Library 01865 730763 — www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Rhymetime

Wednesday 16th March, 10:45–11:15 am.

We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers to
sing along with some English and French seasonal verses.

Free refreshments kindly provided by
The Friends of Kennington Library.

Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.

Illustrated Talk

Kennington Library
Wednesday 2nd March, 11 am. Coffee from 10:30.

The Friends of  Kennington Library are proud to welcome

Barbara Afterlab
who will give us an Illustrated Talk about Fairtrade

Refreshments kindly provided by Friends of Kennington Library

For more information contact Kennington Library 01867 730763
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Parish Council Matters

February 2011 Meeting

The members of the Parish Council welcomed 
Laura Hutchins, who was the Area Steward for 
Oxfordshire  County  Council’s  Highways  and 
Transport  section.  She  talked  about  her  new 
role. The Area Stewards managed teams which 
were based on District Council areas. They took 
requests  from  the  public  and  local  councils 
about  issues  with roads  and pavements.  They 
also  planned  a  programme  of  repairs.  In  the 
draft  plans  for  2011–2012,  they  had included 
reconstruction of the footway in Manor Grove. 
It  was  hoped  to  move  away  from  reactive 
pothole  repairs  to  longer  term  repairs  to  the 
roads.  However  if  a  pothole  was  considered 
dangerous  it  could  be  repaired  in  48  hours 
otherwise it  might  be allocated to  the 28 day 
programme. All contact to the team should be 
via  highwayenquiries@oxfordshire.gov.uk or 
on 0845 310 1111. It was hoped that the links 
between the Parish Council and the Highways 
Department  would be increased.  Laura would 
welcome  suggestions  for  improvements. 
Following her talk there were a large number of 
questions from councillors and members of the 
public at the meeting. She took notes of all the 
areas raised which needed work.

The  Clerk  gave  an  update  on  the  BMX  dirt 
track project in Forest Side. Two quotations had 
been received from DT Leisure and Wicksteed. 
It  was  decided  to  accept  the  DT  Leisure 
quotation  subject  to  funding  being  available. 
The Clerk arranged to obtain a quotation from 
Ringrose Tree Services as work was needed on 
the  Leylandii  trees.  The  Clerk  contacted  the 
Vale  to  check  whether  the  track  would  need 
planning  permission.  The  planning  officer 
confirmed that  the track could  be built  under 
the  Parish  Council's  Permitted  Developments 
rights set out in Part 12, Class A of the General 
Permitted  Development  Order  1995  (as 
amended).  The Clerk would apply to the Vale 
for the 10% third party funding needed for a 
grant  request  to  Waste  Recycling 
Environmental  Limited  (WREN).  She  had 
circulated  the  young  people  and  others  who 
attended the public meeting in 2010 to get them 

to support the plans so there was evidence of 
demand for the grant giving bodies. It was very 
important  to  let  the  Clerk  have  letters  and 
emails in support as soon as possible.

Following  the  delivery  of  the  six  salt  & grit 
bins purchased from the County Council, there 
had been further requests for more bins. It was 
decided  that  the  Amenities  Committee  would 
look at the issue related to providing the bins 
once it was known whether or not the County 
Council  would  be  able  to  continue  to  supply 
and fill them in the next financial year.

The Local Government Boundary Commission 
was  undertaking  a  review  of  the  County 
Council divisions and further information was 
available on their website www.lgbce.org.uk.

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

Flag Days 2011

March
10th Birthday of the Earl of Wessex
14th Commonwealth Day

April
21st Birthday of Her Majesty The Queen
23rd St George’s Day
25th Anzac Day

Dates of Council Meetings
March 2011

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 10th at 7:30 pm.

Saturday office: 5th March 10–11 am.

The Planning Committee meets
Tuesdays 8th and 29th at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 

receipt of the plan as they have only 21 days to 
send in their comments. Therefore please 

telephone or email the Clerk immediately you 
receive notification to ensure the Parish 

Council members are aware of any neighbour 
objections. Plans can be viewed by 

arrangement with the Clerk or online at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

All meetings are normally held in the 
Village Centre and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: March 2011 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events

Wednesday 16th March, 7:30 pm, Village Centre

Gardens of the Ashmolean. An illustrated talk by Anna Stevens who replaces Jude Barrett.

Admission will be £2 for members and £3 for non members with complimentary tea & coffee.

The programme for next year commencing in April will be available shortly and collectors will be 
out and about during March. If you are not a member of the society and would like to join, please 
telephone the treasurer on 730961. Membership remains at just £1. In the meantime:

Coach Outing RHS Wisley, Saturday 9th April

Bookings can now be made for our spring visit to RHS  Wisley on Saturday 9th April 2011. The 
coach will depart from Manor Grove at 8:30 am calling at bus stops through the village. The cost is 
£12 per member and £13 for non-members, payable at the time of booking.

This is a subsidised outing as only the coach is charged for. The gate price at Wisley is now £9.90 
so this outing is very good value for money! It is many years since we visited Wisley in April, when 
spring flowers will be in abundance.

We apologise for the misprint in the new membership cards. 9th April is the correct date.

Garden holiday to Norfolk: Thursday 23rd–Monday 27th June

This holiday is now full. However, should you wish to register for a cancellation please contact the 
treasurer on 730961.

Kennington Women’s Institute WI
February 2011

A very happy evening was spent at our February meeting.

After  bringing various articles  in  the WI News and Views to the notice of  the 
members,  the President introduced Mr Simon Jones from Watlington. Mr Jones 
gave us a very clear and informative description of his work as a fine art auctioneer 
and valuer. He then gave advice on the things to look out for when either selling or buying antiques. 
Some members had brought along items of their own, i.e. a jug, ‘china cabinet’ cup and saucer, 
necklace, brooch, watch and chain and a lovely evening purse. Mr Jones spoke about the origin and 
age of each item and its possible value.

Our next meeting on Wednesday 9th March is our Annual Meeting starting at 7:15 pm in the Village 
Centre. Our speaker, Dr Anne Borrowdale will then give us a talk entitled, “The Invigilator who Set 
Fire to his Trousers.” We are looking forward to the talk and the story behind the title!
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Kennington History Society

As the Chairman was directly involved with the History Society’s first event of the New Year, the 
following report of the meeting received from a member has been included.

Near-Record Attendance for George Ross and Roger Gelder’s
January Talk about the City Walls of Oxford

74 Members and visitors were present to hear an eye-opening talk by George and 
Roger, of their exploits tracing (with a little help from Peter Biggs) the old city 
walls. They showed more than 100 pictures of the wall, things they just came 
across, and some distractions they found along the way.

Ancient maps and drawings of the city, and some buildings, were compared with 
today’s  city,  and  parallels  drawn  as  to  the  uses,  construction  and  restoration 
techniques used. A surprising amount of the original wall, albeit repaired many 
times, is still  visible to the general public, and much more can be seen within 
some of the colleges, which George seemed able to persuade the gatekeepers to 
let him into.

It was a thoroughly enjoyable and informative evening, where we were often kept 
guessing as to exactly where particular bits could be seen.

— Mark Horseman

As we go to press the History Society is preparing for its  Annual General Meeting, when the 
formal business is to be followed directly by a Members’ Evening. This year two members, David 
Holt and Pam Johnston, have agreed to make presentations of an historic nature.

A report, including the choice of destination for the annual coach trip, will appear next month.

‘this month’

The Society’s next event will be held on Monday 21st March 2011 at 
7:45 pm in the  Methodist Church,  when popular speaker,  Graham 
Sutherland, will give an illustrated talk entitled ‘Stand and Deliver: 
Highwaymen of the 17th and 18th Centuries.’  As many of you may 
know, Bagley Wood was a favourite haunt of Highwaymen during this 
period.

‘next month’

Next month on Monday 18th April 2011 at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church, Ruth Weiberg will 
give a talk intriguing entitled, ‘The Neighbours’ Pigs and Running Water: George Winship, the 
man who brought Abingdon into the 20th Century.’ George  Winship was Abingdon’s Borough 
Surveyor for 41 years, and during that time he oversaw the change from the Victorian horse and 
cart, though the advent of the motor car, to the end of World War I.

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.

George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
As ever we are concerned about Rogue Traders in our area. If a salesman or representative comes 
to your door offering work of any description (some telephone in advance) and you are not 100% 
sure of what you are getting and if the price is correct, please contact me. I will do my best to 
confirm the legitimacy of the workers and the product being sold.

Professional workmen and companies will not take offence at being checked out and should not be 
asking for payment up front.

COMMUNITY MESSAGING—a free scheme

‘Community  Messaging’ is  a  system where  we can  send information  directly  to  residents  and 
members of local businesses who register to receive messages, a free service to anyone living in the 
Thames Valley. This has been identified as a potentially effective way of reaching the public with 
community safety messages and information about crime in their area. It could, therefore, be a 
useful  tool  in  facilitating  communications  between  Neighbourhood  Policing  teams  and  local 
communities and in improving confidence. Assistant Chief Constable Steve Rowell said:

We believe that by improving the flow of information between the community and the 
police we can all make a greater impact in the prevention and detection of crime and 
anti-social behaviour.

For  example,  after  a  crime  has  taken  place,  a  message  can  be  sent  out  almost 
immediately  through Community  Messaging,  warning people  to  be  vigilant  and,  if 
available,  circulating  the  descriptions  of  those  responsible  and  the  details  of  any 
suspicious vehicles to the community, encouraging witnesses to come forward.

We can also use the system to inform our communities of any arrests we make, and 
initiatives that are happening in their area.

The benefits of the Community Messaging scheme are vast and through engaging with 
communities we hope to continue to reduce crime, the fear of crime and increase public 
confidence.

What information can you expect to receive?

Community  Messaging  sends  information  directly  to  you  if  you  register  to  receive  messages 
relevant to where you live or work. This information, which you can receive by e-mail or phone, 
can include:

• Witness appeals, which can include photos, e-fits (if their release has been agreed with the 
BCU communications team and LPA Commanders)

• Crimes that may affect them, along with advice on how to prevent themselves becoming a 
victim, e.g. a spate of burglaries

• Action  the  police  or  partner  agencies  have  taken  to  combat  crime  e.g.  ASB  orders, 
community initiatives, offences brought to justice.

• Upcoming Have Your Say meetings
• Emergency incident information (such as flooding or a large fire) and advice on what to do 

(e.g. locations to collect fresh water or sandbags).

Contact me (details below) to join.

Upcoming ‘Have Your Say’ meetings

Wednesday 6th April; Tuesday 3rd May; Wednesday 1st June; Monday 4th July
11:00–12:00 @ Kennington Office (Youth Club behind the Kennington Village Centre),

1:00–2:00 @ Bowyer Arms Radley

Other HYS meetings will be held in the area at different times and locations—look for advertising 
on local notice boards.

— PCO Adi Wright, 0845 8 505 505, Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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Village Diary

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Mon & Thu Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am
Tue Weight Watchers Evening St Swithun’s School 6:30 pm
Tue & Thu Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am
Thu Community Sale (term-time only) Kennington Playgroup 2–4 pm
Fri Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30, 4:30, 5pm

March 2011

Wed 2
Kennington Link WI Annual Meeting Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Kennington Memorial Field AGM & Red Kites Talk Village Centre 8 pm

Fri 4
Women’s World Day of Prayer Service Methodist Church 2 pm
Kennington Cancer Fund: Cheese & Wine Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sat 5
Conservation Work Party Sports Pavilion, Playfield Road 9:30am–12:30pm
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am

Sun 6 Kennington4Fairtrade: Tea Party St Swithun’s Church 4:30 pm

Tue 8
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 9
Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Kennington WI AGM: Invigilator’s Trousers Village Centre 7:15 pm

Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sat 12
Thames District Girl Guides Table Top Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Oxford Ceilidh: Asha Village Centre 7:30 for 8 pm

Wed 16 Horticultural Society: Ashmolean Gardens Village Centre 7:30 pm
Thu 17 Ecumenical Study Group & Prayer Fellowship 8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm
Sat 19 Kennington4FairTrade: Show us your Label Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Sun 20
Visit of the Methodist Chair of the District Methodist Church 10:30 am

Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 21 History Society: Highwaymen 17th & 18th centuries Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Sat 26 Jumble Sale St Swithun’s Church 11 am
Mon 28 Monday Circle Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Tue 29 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

April 2011
Sat 2 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Wed 6 Kennington Link WI: Parish of St Thomas the Martyr Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sat 9 Kennington Horticultural Society: Coach Trip to Wisley
Tue 12 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Wed 13 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 14 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 16 Kennington Cancer Fun: Cake & Easter Egg Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Sun 17 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 18 Kennington History: Neighbour’s Pigs & Running Water Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 19 Kennington Trefoil Guild: Easter Traditions Methodist Hall 7:30 pm

Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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