


The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
The Rev Em Coley 01865 735135

The New Vicarage, Ross Court, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739356

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 9:25 am

4th Sunday: All Age Service 11:00 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577........................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
It’s getting harder to buy Easter eggs isn’t it. I don’t mean because of a lack of availability. Far 
from it; in fact it is the choice that is the difficulty. No longer is it simply a choice between milk and 
dark chocolate, or one’s favourite chocolate treat, but we now have to consider the health benefits 
of organic produce, and perhaps most importantly, the far reaching impact of Fairtrade chocolate.

Thousands of children across the world are taken from their homes and made to work on cocoa 
plantations. This is the modern day slave trade, and I don’t know about you but it sticks in my 
throat to buy a gift for someone (or an indulgence for myself) that only exists at the expense of  
another’s well-being and freedom. Particularly when we consider that the Easter Egg may have 
originated as a representation of the stone that was rolled away to reveal Christ’s empty tomb.

I have a friend who visited the Holy Land recently,  and joined the Sunday worshippers at  the 
Garden tomb in Jerusalem. The place is normally buzzing with tourists and pilgrims alike, but on 
the Sunday morning as the service was conducted it was quiet, ordered and profound. Except for 
one thing: the need for people to respect the worshippers’ space meant that a railing and a notice 
had been put up in front of the tomb which read, “Tomb closed.” The message of Easter, however, 
is that Jesus’ tomb is never closed. The stone was rolled away, to reveal a tomb that was empty and 
open. Forever open, because Christ rose from the dead.

That is what we celebrate as we give Easter eggs to one another—an empty tomb that symbolises 
life,  love,  hope for  the  world.  And so this  year  let’s  choose to  give  Easter  Eggs that  are  not  
manufactured on the back of someone else’s suffering. Look out for the Fairtrade mark, which 
guarantees that no children were trafficked to produce the chocolate, and the workers earned a fair 
wage. The eggs are more expensive, but the extra cost is enormously worthwhile.

And as you enjoy and indulge in the Fairtrade chocolate, may you know the love of God who 
brings hope and life to the world.

— Em Coley

Services in April

Sun 3rd 9:30 am Special Service to celebrate 
Mothering Sunday

6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 10th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 17th 9:30 am Parish Communion:
Palm Sunday

6:30 pm Compline

Sun 24th 9:30 am All Age Easter Celebration
6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church

Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a 
family service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Circuit Office:
The Revd Rosemary Davies Wesley Memorial Church
9 Ramsay Road New Inn Hall Street
Headington Oxford
Oxford OX1 2DH
OX3 8AX 01865 243216
01865 763676

SERVICES FOR APRIL
Morning Worship each Sunday at 10:30 am.

Holy Communion will be celebrated Easter Day, 24th at 10:30 am. There will 
also be the celebrations of the  Lord’s Supper on  Maundy Thursday 21st at 
2     pm  .

PREACHERS FOR APRIL AT 10:30 am WILL BE:

3rd MOTHERING SUNDAY. Sue Barratt, from Great Milton.

10th PASSION SUNDAY. The Revd Bob Whorton, the Chaplain of Sobell House Hospice in 
Oxford.

6:30 p.m. United Service in the Methodist Church for KOA. Speaker:  Alan Large, 
from Tools for Self-Reliance.

17th PALM SUNDAY. The Revd Jean King, from Headington.

24th EASTER DAY. The Revd. Leslie Marsh,  from Kidlington. This service will include the 
Easter Communion.

The  CHURCH  INSTRUMENTAL  GROUP meets  at  10 am each  Sunday  morning,  and 
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with your 
family, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for  
newcomers and visitors to the village.

Easter Services 2011

21st: Maundy Thursday Prayer Stations 1:30–3 pm
The Lord’s Supper 2 pm

22nd: Good Friday Prayer Stations 11 am–1 pm
Procession of Christian Witness leaves the War Memorial at 11:15 am
United Service 12 noon

24th: Easter Day Easter Praise & Easter Communion 10:30 am

Everyone is invited to share in these Easter services

OTHER DATES FOR APRIL
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.

Thursdays
7th & 14th

The Ecumenical Lent Groups meet at  8 St Swithun’s Road at  2:30 pm 
and at the Good Shepherd Church at 8 pm. Everyone is most welcome.

Tuesday 12th The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Wednesday 13th Short  Service  of  Informal  Worship  in  the  Lounge of  Edith  Court  at 
10:30 am. Do come and join the residents.

Sunday 17th The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the  Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.
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COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist  Church Hall  in  Upper  Road on  TUESDAY 12th APRIL from  10 am 
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross and Joy Margetts. Do come 
along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning out.’

The March Coffee Morning raised £138.55.
The May Coffee Morning will be held Tuesday 10th May at 10 am.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by month 
to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship for 
everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist  Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Good Shepherd Church
Bagley Wood Road

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Easter Triduum Services

Maundy Thursday 21st

7:30 pm – Mass of the Lord's Supper, Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

Good Friday 22nd

10:30 am – Stations of the Cross, Good Shepherd Church

Kennington Churches Together: The Journey of the Cross:
10:30 am – Service at St Swithun’s

11:15 am – Walk of Witness from War Memorial to Methodist Church

12:00 noon – Service at the Methodist Church

3:00 pm – Liturgy of the Passion, Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Saturday 23rd

8:30 pm – Easter Vigil & First Mass of Easter, Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

Easter Sunday 24th

9:15 am – Mass, Our Lady of the Rosay, Botley

11:00 am – Mass, Good Shepherd, Kennington

11:15 am – Mass, Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
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Churches Together in Kennington
Scrawled across the battered remains were the sad words, 

“we can’t save this one.” Any who viewed the words realised 
why as they stood in that South Wales scrapyard. The “one” in 
question had once been a premier engine on God’s Wonderful 
Railway,  but,  decreed  to  be  of  no  further  use,  had  been 
discarded. But some people thought and believed otherwise. I 
should know, a grandson of mine is one of them, and on many 
outings to Didcot Railway Centre has insisted I turn my wallet 
out  for  the  King!  The result  of  this,  and the  more  generous  contributions  of  others,  is  that  the  once 
discarded King (6023 King Edward II to those with railway memories) will steam resplendent again at 
Didcot on Saturday 2nd April.

This happy resurrection chimes in its small way with the world changing focus of Churches Together 
this month, That focus is the rejection, death, and resurrection of Jesus. As they watched helplessly whilst  
mockers taunted, “he saved others, himself he cannot save,” the bleak thought of his followers must have 
been that they could not save him. He had told them he must be crucified and be raised from death to 
complete the loving purpose of God, but this they did not comprehend until his resurrection inspired their 
faith. A faith we share today.

When asked if the carnage of earthquake had tested his faith, the Dean of Christchurch, New Zealand, 
under whose cathedral rubble some had died, said that though grief devastated him, his faith was unshaken. 
That was because the death and resurrection of Christ demonstrated that Life is stronger than death, Love 
stronger than hate. Such life, such love is the Easter message.

On Good Friday, the three Kennington Churches will worship in St Swithun’s at 10:15 am. Then at 
11:15 am we will journey together from the War Memorial on a walk of witness, to arrive at the Methodist 
Church for the final commemoration at noon. You are most welcome to join us at any of the starting points 
during the morning.

— Roy King
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Kennington Churches Together Collection
Oxfords Homeless Pathways

The collection for the Oxford Homeless Pathways will be made on Sundays 10th & 17th April.

 Items needed: blankets, towels and toiletries.
 Household items for the re-homing project: crockery, pots, pans, cutlery, household linen.
 Food items: cereals, long-life milk, tins of beans, spaghetti or soup, minced beef, Marmite, 

breakfast cereals, tuna.
 Other items urgently needed: underwear, socks, Value toothbrushes.

If you are unable to leave your donations at one of the Churches in Kennington, please contact one 
of us.

Ann Coulter David Butler John Marson
01865 739271 01865 739487 01865 735145

Many thanks for your help—it is greatly appreciated by Oxford Homeless Pathways.

Fairtrade 4 Kennington
During March the  Fairtrade  Foundation  held  its  annual  fortnight.  This  year  the 
focus is cotton. Much of our cotton is grown in Mali, and according to the Fairtrade 
foundation  40%  of  the  rural  population  of  Mali  is  now  dependent  on  cotton 
production.  Those working in  Fairtrade approved co-operatives  receive a  higher 
income and have assess  to  better  facilities than people who are not working in 
Fairtrade farms.

As part of this campaign the Fairtrade Foundation produced triangles of cotton to make bunting. In 
support of this St Swithun’s Church held a tea party on 6 th March. Those who attended had the 
opportunity to decorate some bunting.  Around 60 people of all ages from 1–90 enjoyed a good tea 
of sandwiches and cakes.  (Of cause Fairtrade products were used where possible).  By the end of 
the afternoon a great many triangles of a variety of patterns and designs had been produced ready to 
be sewn together. The finished bunting was displayed in the church on Sunday.

If  you are interested in  learning more about Fairtrade,  take a look at  the Fairtrade Foundation 
website www.fairtrade.org.uk.

If you would like to become involved please contact Robin Mason on 01865 321044.

— Kathryn Baggott

Kennington Festival Group
Lunch today for 38 of us was provided by Wiltshire farm Meals. A very nice man called George 
came to help us and tell us all about the firm. We served a variety of meals in spite of having  
problems with the oven… our own fault… And these were enjoyed by many. Pam’s puddings were 
delicious as usual… Thank you.

Our AGM followed, the Committee elected, and the business dealt with in a very short time.

We then enjoyed our usual afternoon activities followed by Tea and Cakes.

A new lady joined us today and 2 more are coming to the next meeting. Why don’t you come along 
as well and meet some friendly people.

Our next meetings are Mondays 2–4 pm:

• April 11th

• April 25th Easter Monday—yes, we do have meetings on Bank Holidays

For more information please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.
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March Census 2011
You should have already filled in and returned your census form. If you have not, please do so 
immediately to prevent a £1,000 fine—plus “costs”! If you prefer, you can fill in the form online at 
www.census.gov.uk (you will need your form for your code). If you have lost your form, contact 
the census help either online or phone 03000 201101.

Kennington Village Hall Management Committee

Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 6th April at 7:30 pm in the Village Hall

Residents of the village of Kennington who are over 18 years old
may attend and vote at this meeting

Campaign to Save the Kennington Library
Save Oxfordshire Libraries

The  20 threatened  libraries  have  together  created  a  new group,  with  the  unofficial  title,  Save 
Oxfordshire  Libraries.  Although  we have  been  communicating  for  some time,  this  new group 
liaises with all 20 library campaigns, so that now we all have a shared approach and jointly discuss  
decisions. We would like to involve all 43 libraries throughout Oxfordshire, as cuts affect everyone, 
but this is still early days and we do not know if we can do this with the resources at our disposal.

In addition, we have had other organisations asking for us to help each other, including Voices for 
the Library: www.voicesforthelibrary.org.uk.

Behind the scenes

Although everything seems to have gone quiet, things are still happening. Behind the scenes, there 
is plenty of research going on.

One important  such  research  involves  the  Council’s  idea  to  give  the  libraries  to  an  American 
company,  Library  Systems  &  Services  (LSSI),  which  would  run  the  libraries  as  a  for-profit 
organisation. It is important to find out whether LSSI is fully aware of what the libraries (especially 
the rural ones) do, and to find out whether our services would continue as well as they do today.

LSSI is not the only company looking at the libraries.

Changes to the law?

Another important point is that the government may be considering removing or changing the law 
that requires it to provide library services to the public. This is all very uncertain at this stage, so we 
cannot comment yet.

Looking forward

The Council has promised a (real) consultation starting in April, and has promised to consider all 
options. This is an improvement—thank you again, Kennington Residents, as this would not have 
happened without your support—meaning that we should be able to enter into meaningful dialogue 
with all parties concerned.

Finally…

If you would like to give your occasional support through some time (e.g. Internet research), or if  
you think you might have a little time, please let me know (you will not be in any obligation). The 
Save Oxfordshire Libraries group occasionally needs volunteers for specific tasks.

— Paddy Landau —  savekenningtonlibrary.blogspot.com — savekl2011@gmail.com
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Ten years on…
In May this year the Kennington Web Site – www.kennington.org – will be 10 years old. To mark 
this occasion the small web committee is holding a meeting on Tuesday 17th May at 7 pm in the 
Village Hall.

We will be celebrating our birthday with a few nibbles and a glass of bubbly to toast the next ten  
years.

We welcome you to join us and join in the discussion of the future of the web site.
— Peter Biggs

Kennington and District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs are now rehearsing Mendelssohn’s Elijah for 
a concert in Faringdon Parish Church and the Holywell Music Room in Oxford in May. If you 
enjoy singing, we would be pleased to welcome you. Rehearsals are held every Friday evening at 
7:45 pm in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road. Library copies are available and there are 
no auditions or subscriptions. If you are interested have a word with  Trevor Cowlett  on  01865 
735885, or visit our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.

SONGS OF PRAISE ON BBC1.  If you watch  Songs of Praise  on  BBC 1  on  Easter Day, 24th 

April, you may well see some faces that you recognise! The programme is coming from the Wesley 
Memorial  Methodist  Church in  Oxford,  and a  number  of  singers  from the  Kennington United 
Church Choirs are taking part. Watch the local press etc. for the exact timing of the programme, but 
it will be around teatime.

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: April 2011 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events

Coach Outing RHS Wisley, Saturday 9th April

There are just a few seats remaining for this spring visit to RHS Wisley on Saturday 9th April. The 
coach will depart from Manor Grove at 8:30 am calling at bus stops through the village. The cost is 
£12.00 per member and £13.00 for non-members payable at the time of booking.

This is a subsidised outing as only the coach is charged for. The gate price at Wisley is now £9.90 
so this outing is very good value for money! It is many years since we visited Wisley in April when 
spring flowers will be in abundance.

We apologise for the misprint in the new membership cards. 9th April is the correct date.

Saturday 7th May: Plant Sale 10 am–12 noon: St Swithun’s Church grounds and hall

If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock down prices then come along to our plant sale. A 
limited number of tables are available at  £9.00 each. Tables must be booked in advanced with 
Alison on 730961 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.

Delivery  of  membership  cards  and  programmes  is  currently  under  way and  hopefully  will  be 
delivered by 1st April. However, if you have yet to receive your programme for 2011–2012, set out 
below is a snapshot of some other events coming up during the year.

June Tuesday 21st Evening visit to Rousham Gardens
June Thursday 23rd–27th Norfolk Holiday; now full
July 15th, 16th & 17th Festival of Flowers, St Swithun’s Church; 70th KHS Anniversary
August Sunday 7th Coach Outing to Cambridge Botanic Gardens

Further details and booking arrangements will be published in the Chronicle in due course.
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Kennington Women’s Institute WI
March 2011

The President  opened the March meeting  by welcoming all  those present.  The 
potted plant kindly provided by Mrs Nicholas was presented to Miss Thomas. Various 
items of correspondence were brought to the attention of the meeting. Members were 
reminded  that  the  proceeds  from  the  sales  table  and  raffle  this  month  would  be 
donated to a cancer charity and they were encouraged to give generously.

Mrs Tilston reported that the next Group Meeting would be held on Tuesday 19th 

April at 2:30 pm in the Village Centre.

We then moved to our 85th Annual General Meeting. The President gave her address followed by 
details of our finances, after which the Secretary presented the report of the committee. Sadly, there were 
no nominations for additional members to serve on the committee. The Rose Brooks Cup awarded each 
year for the member who has gained most points in our competitions, was won by Mrs June Maine, and 
second was Mrs Lynda Weston. They both received gift vouchers.

On behalf of the members, Mrs Harris thanked the President and committee for all their work during 
the past year.

Dr Anne Borrowdale was then introduced and she proceeded to give a very illuminating talk about the 
pros  and  cons  of  being  an  invigilator  for  examinations  for  law students  and  also  young  people  at 
comprehensive schools.

Our next meeting on Wednesday 13th April in the Village Centre at 7:15 pm should be very interesting. 
Mrs Carey will be giving a talk about Red Kites. Visitors will be welcome.

Kennington Playing Field Association
Meeting and AGM — Monday 4th April at 8:00 pm

The meeting will take place in the pavilion on the playing fields at the end of Playfield Road.

This is a public meeting and all are welcome.

Kennington Overseas Aid 2011
We opened 2011 with a successful Spices Songs and Stories thanks to the 
not-celebrity chefs and to Rebecca Martin for organising and contributing to 
the entertainment. I hope some of you heard her fabulous interview on Radio 
Oxford.

Next up is the mysterious sponsored knit (page  26). Then on Thursday 28th 

April  at  7:30 pm,  the  one-off  event  of  the  year  is  the  concert  of  the  43 
members of The Phoenix Choir from Harare on their UK tour. We need your 
support for this entertaining evening. (Look at our website for full details of 
the programme.) Tickets are available (£8/£6) from me, Sylvia Vetta.

The origins of KOA UNITED SERVICE goes back to 1969. We are a secular 
organisation and have had help from people of all religions and none. But, throughout the last 43 
years, the churches have given us unstinted practical support and encouragement, so we use the 
United Service as the occasion for the representative of the chosen charity to tell us about their 
work. Even if, like me, you are not a regular churchgoer you will receive a warm welcome. This 
year the Methodists are the hosts on Sunday 10th April at 6:30 pm (Upper Road). Alan Large from 
Tools for Self Reliance will talk to us—so do join us.

The full programme of events will drop through your door later this month.

Lots of great events for you to enjoy. Go to www.koa.org.uk.

Halcyon Leonard (452783) Sylvia Vetta (739071) vettasylvia@aol.com
KOA Chair www.koa.org.uk Vice Chair
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Kennington Library Newsletter
April 2011 will be a great month. Spring is in the air and already we all seem to be planning our  
projects and short breaks over the long bank holiday weekends.

It should also be the month when the Public Consultation on the future of the library service begins. 
I am sorry, I do not have an exact date but it will be announced on the website and at the library as 
soon as we know. I do know that it will run for 3 months.

What’s on in Kennington library in April:

• Wednesday  6th: The  Friends  of  Kennington  Library  guest  speaker,  Gill  Oliver,  is  a 
professionally trained journalist and editor from the local and national press. An event not to 
be missed. See page 17.

• Wednesday 20th: Holiday Story Times & Crafts for children under 10. Make and decorate 
a small basket for all the Easter treats. See page 17.

• Please note that we are closed:
◦ Friday 22nd, Saturday 23rd & Monday 25th April (Easter weekend)
◦ Friday 29th April (Royal Wedding Bank Holiday)
◦ Monday 2nd May (May Day Bank Holiday)
This means  “Treat Days” for extended DVD borrowing time on Friday 15th (3 weeks) 
Saturday 16th (2 weeks) and Monday 18th (3 weeks).

Also see the campaign update page 11.

Lyndsay, Marie-Christine and I are looking forward to seeing you early in the month.

Wishing you all a sunny Easter break!

Your Librarian, Mrs Dominique Henderson.
Opening hours

Mon 2–5:30 pm; Wed 10 am–12:30 pm; Fri 2–7 pm; Sat 10 am–1 pm.
Kennington Library 01865 730763 — www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Storytime
Kennington Library, Wednesday 20th April, 11 am–12 noon

We welcome all children for Easter stories and craft activities

(All children under 10 must be accompanied by an adult carer)

Refreshments kindly provided by the Friends of Kennington Library.

For more information, contact Kennington Library, Kennington Village Centre, 01865 730763.

Meet a Professional Writer
Kennington Library

Wednesday 6th April, 11 am. Coffee from 10:30.

The Friends of  Kennington Library are proud to welcome

Gill Oliver
A feature journalist from the local and national press

Refreshments kindly provided by Friends of Kennington Library

For more information contact Kennington Library 01867 730763
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Parish Council Matters

March 2011 Meeting

The  County  Council’s  consultation  on  the 
future  of  the  Oxfordshire  Waste  Recycling 
Centres is available for comment until 4th April. 
The reason the County Council needed to look 
at the service was to move them nearer to the 
main centres  of  population and to  respond to 
the  reduction  of  use  as  more  recycling  was 
being done by the District Councils. They were 
proposing  to  close  Redbridge  once  a  new 
Kidlington  facility  was  available  in  2012. 
Redbridge would be refurbished which would 
take about a year.  When it  was open again it 
would be open for trade waste during the week 
and  general  waste  at  weekends  and  bank 
holidays. This meant that there would still  be 
access for people from Kennington wishing to 
use  Redbridge.  The  members  of  the  Parish 
Council  were concerned about  the traffic  that 
might be generated by the use only at weekends 
and bank holidays. They wanted to know if the 
entrance and exit to the site would be improved.

The proposed timetable was as follows:
2011: Dean Pit to close in September.
2012: Kidlington (new facility) to open around 
April and Redbridge to close for refurbishment 
one month later.
2013: Redbridge planned to reopen (weekends 
only) in January or February. Ardley to close in 
September.
2014:  Banbury  (new  facility)  to  open  in 
November. Alkerton and Stanford in the Vale to 
close in December.
Full  details  are  available  on  the  web  site 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk.

The  members  were  given  an  update  on  the 
BMX track. The Clerk had made an application 
to  the  Vale  for  third  party  funding  and  was 
waiting  for  the  result  before  sending  in  the 
application to Waste Recycling Environmental 
Limited  (WREN).  There  had  been  a  petition 
received from the BMX riders. There was still 
time to submit an email or letter in support of 
the application via the Clerk.

Continental Landscapes, the new grass-cutting 
contractors,  did their  first  cut  of  the highway 

grass verges and the playing fields in the village 
in the second week of March. They liaised with 
the Clerk about the work and the areas to be 
cut. The quality of the work seemed to be very 
good.

The Clerk had been contacted by Oxfordshire 
Rural  Community  Council  requesting  repay-
ment  of  the  grant  of  £2,000  as  the  Parish 
Council had not taken forward any work on a 
Parish  Plan.  As  there  seemed  sadly  to  be  no 
possibility of getting a large enough group of 
people  together  to  take  this  forward  it  was 
agreed to repay the grant so they could be used 
by another parish.

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

Flag Days 2011

April
21st Birthday of Her Majesty The Queen
23rd St George’s Day
25th Anzac Day

May
9th Europe Day

Dates of Council Meetings
April 2011

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 14th at 7:30 pm.

Saturday office: 2nd April 10–11 am.

The Planning Committee meets
Tuesday 9th at 8:00 pm.

Annual Parish Meeting
Thursday 21st at 7:30 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 

receipt of the plan as they have only 21 days to 
send in their comments. Therefore please 

telephone or email the Clerk immediately you 
receive notification to ensure the Parish 

Council members are aware of any neighbour 
objections. Plans can be viewed by 

arrangement with the Clerk or online at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

All meetings are held in the Village Centre 
and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

Minutes available online. See page 30.
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Girlguiding Thames District Table Top Sale
A big Thank You to all those who supported the Girlguiding Thames District Table Top 
Sale. We raised enough to keep us smiling for another year. Smiles seemed to be the 
order of the day as both buyers and sellers met their friends old and new. Same again in 
2012!

— Liz Gaskell

Kennington Link WI
March 2011 Meeting

March is the month of the Annual Meeting and it was gratifying to see so many 
members present. Correspondence was read and discussed, orders taken for 2012 
Calendars, and a collection taken for ACWW.

The AGM—The Treasurer, Secretary and President’s Reports

The Treasurer presented her financial report and circulated copies of the balance sheet together with 
an  estimated  budget  for  the  coming  year.  In  submitting  the  42nd Annual  Report the  Secretary 
reminded us of meetings during the past year and listed various tasks undertaken by the Committee 
Members and other helpers. The membership this year remains at 26. Mrs Coulter commenced her 
President’s Report by thanking the Secretary, Treasurer, Members of the Committee and all ladies 
of WI who give their support when needed. She announced that Mrs Sheila Prior had agreed to join  
the  committee.  It  had  also  been  decided  to  invite  new  members  to  a  committee  meeting  to 
experience the procedure.

The President spoke of her enjoyment of Members’ Meetings and concluded by saying she looked 
forward to another happy year.

Miss Rosalie  Whiteley thanked the Treasurer, Secretary and President for all their work over the 
past year and proposed Mrs Coulter continue as President for the coming year.

SOCIAL TIME provided a chance to hear Mrs Sheila Prior tell of her  T’ai Chi experience at 
Denman College. The course had included walks in the grounds, massages, and a film. We heard 
that the movements are related to nature and so, if possible, take place in the open air. Sheila gave a 
short demonstration which helped us appreciate the mental and physical co-ordination needed when 
practising this ancient art.

A reading from Gervase Phinn’s book “A Wayne in a Manger” provoked much merriment and on 
this happy note the meeting drew to a close.

The next meeting will be on 6  th   April when Liz   Woolley   will speak on The   History of St Thomas   
the Martyr. The Group Meeting will be on 19th April, and tickets will be available at this meeting.

Kennington Overseas Aid—Sponsored Knit
A reminder of the KOA Sponsored Knit that takes place in the

Lounge of Edith Court
Saturday 16th April

2–4 pm

As mentioned in the March Chronicle, all money raised from this event goes to this year’s project 
“Tools for Self Reliance”

Knitters are needed for this fun afternoon; also any D.K. wool that can be spared.

Sponsor forms and other information from Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Rd, 01865 735634
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre
In the last edition we mentioned that change is part of our lives and that we can expect change in 
the Health Centre over the next year. Linda Marshall has decided to retire from her job as a Health 
Care Assistant after 22 years outstanding service in a variety of roles. Her final day will probably 
be near the end of May. I will be working with Linda, her co-worker Debbie and the practice nurses 
to work out how we can deliver the range of services that Linda managed.

There  will  be  new  faces  and  possibly  different  times.  Once  we  know  the  details  we  will  
communicate  this  to  you.  The 8 am blood-taking that  many of you have become used to  may 
change to 8:30, the standard across most Oxford practices. Please speak to me if you have any 
concerns about another retirement of a long standing member of our team.

Spring is approaching and with the new buds appearing Dr  Yehu has 
joined our fold. He is settling in nicely and more importantly getting 
down to the business of getting to know his patients. Dr Frankum has 
left  and is  taking  the  time  to  enjoy  his  retirement  present  from his 
patients (a new bike); thank you for all those who contributed and for 
all the kind words and cards.

From time to time we are informed about problems such as glass in the 
car park or on the path leading up to the health centre. Unfortunately 
these areas do not belong to the practice and our legal and insurance 
experts  have  informed us  that  we should  not  get  involved with any 
problems in these areas. I’m sorry that we are left in this situation where 
we cannot go out and clear up glass.

Many of you may not know that we are CLOSED between the hours of 
1 pm and 2 pm. We do not physically lock the doors as they are used by 
doctors,  nurses and staff to leave and enter the building.  During this 
time we only have one receptionist on duty that has a range of tasks to 
deal with to prepare for afternoon surgery. If she is interrupted to deal 
with people coming into the surgery to book appointments and pick up 
prescriptions then it can have a knock-on effect for patients coming to 
afternoon surgery. We would not turn away a genuine emergency but 

can  we please ask that  if  your  enquiry  is  not  urgent  that  you wait  until  after  2  pm when our 
receptionists are back on duty and we can then provide you with a better service.

Please remember that we need 48 working hours notice for repeat prescriptions. Also remember 
that repeat prescriptions are not for ever. At some stage you will need to come back and see a 
doctor to discuss your medication.

I will display the numbers of patients who did not show up for a booked appointment on a notice in 
the waiting room. Two weeks ago, 44 did not turn up. This week, another 38 failed to show. If you 
no longer  need an  appointment  or  you have  to  cancel,  please telephone the centre  as  soon as 
possible. We can allocate that appointment to someone else who needs to see a doctor.

Dr  Yehu Azaz now uses the “red” room. Dr Richard Erin and Dr Linda Jones will use different 
rooms. We have ordered new signs but they may take a while to arrive. The receptionist will help 
you if you are unsure where to see your doctor.

We have a wall in the waiting room which we offer out to local groups to use to display things. Last 
month  we  had  a  wonderful  range  of  pictures  from the  art  club  and  this  month  the  fair-trade 
committee has kindly put something up. We have displays booked for April, May and November. If  
you would like to book the wall for a month to display something then please let me know and we 
can look at booking you in.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Did you know: You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website.
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Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
Gas cylinders, fires, littering

There is concern that anti-social behaviour may be occurring on the Playfield Road field. So far 
there have been reports of fires and littering and small spent gas cylinders which are harmless but 
the worry is what are these cylinders being used for before being discarded.

If you have any information on this matter please contact me.

Theft of items outside homes

We ask you to be vigilant against a recent rise in theft of items for scrap. Items such as washing 
machines and dishwashers left outside houses have been stolen.

Please do not leave items of value outside your home as they make for easy targets. Report if 
anyone is seen paying attention to items in gardens—please try to take down as much detail as you 
can, including vehicle registration plate and description of individuals, and call 0845 8 505 505 and 
ask for the information to be passed to me.

Parking in Kennington

I would also like to make you aware of an ongoing crackdown on parking issues in the village. 
There have always been parking issues in Kennington but due to increasing concerns raised by 
residents it has been decided that the Neighbourhood Policing Team will be taking a more robust 
approach to the issues in an attempt to alleviate concerns.

Specifically  targeted  will  be  Kennington  Road  and  The  Avenue  including  the  Co-Op  and  St 
Swithun’s School areas, but every other road in the village will also receive attention.

Issues  being  dealt  with  will  include  double  yellow lines,  Zebra  crossings,  blocking  pathways, 
blocking access to properties, dangerous positioning and contravening bus stops.

If you have any concerns or would like to report a repeat parking offender then call 0845 8 505 505 
and ask to be put through to me, or email me direct on Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.

Discussing things with me in person

If you would like to discuss anything in person with me or would just like to know that I am about, 
I will be increasing my presence in the village by attending local football games on the playing 
fields as well as being available at my new office located in the Kennington Youth Club behind the 
Village Hall.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
0845 8 505 505 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
➢ Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 

in the Kennington Library.

➢ A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

➢ Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

➢ Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last  notification:  ORCC News Bulletin,  52 Things  to  Do (in  the Vale),  Oxfordshire  
Museum, Minutes (Meeting, Planning, Finance).
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Kennington History Society
In February the History Society held its eighth Annual General Meeting. Following a report from 
the Chairman of another very successful year for the Society and an equally positive report by the  
Treasurer on the Group’s finances, the existing Committee, with one exception, was re-elected to 
serve for the forthcoming year. The Chairman said sadly, due to ill health, founder member Peter 
Hopper had retired from the Committee. He added he must record his thanks to Peter for his help 
and advice over the years. Other important matters discussed and agreed at the meeting were, due 
to the rising cost of Speakers, subscriptions should be increased for 2012 (Single Membership to 
£12 and Family Membership to £20) and, following a show of hands,  that this  year’s  Annual 
Coach Trip in September will be to the Roman City of Chichester. When the formal business was 
completed two Society members, Pam Johnston and David Holt, gave outstanding illustrated talks 
as contributors to the annual Members’ Evening. Pam’s talk was about a notorious ancestor of her 
husband Bob she had discovered had been hanged for making counterfeit coins in the 19 th Century, 
and David’s was about the Tay Bridge rail disaster of 1879. The evening concluded with members 
enjoying some special refreshments!

With Bagley Wood a favourite haunt of Highwaymen of the period, as we go to press, members are 
eagerly  awaiting  an  illustrated  talk  by  Graham  Sutherland entitled,  “Stand  and  Deliver: 
Highwaymen of the 17th and 18th Centuries.” Report next month.

‘this month’

On  Monday  18th April at  7:45 pm in  the  Methodist  Church there  will  be  a  talk  by  Ruth 
Weiberg, intriguingly entitled, “The Neighbours’ Pigs and Running Water: George Winship, the 
Man who brought Abingdon into the 20th Century.” George Winship was Abingdon’s Borough 
Surveyor for 41 years and during that time he oversaw the change from the Victorian horse and 
cart, right though the advent of the motor car, to the end of World War I.

‘next month’

The Society’s next event will be held on Monday 16th May in the Methodist Church at 7:45 pm, 
when local resident and retired Police Officer  Geoff Rose will give a talk entitled,  “The Plot to  
Kidnap Lord Nuffield.” Sounds fascinating!

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. 
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 41).

Trudie Bradley, 6th October 1918–26th December 2010

Trudie lived in Kennington for 55 years. She arrived in the UK in 1937 as a refugee from Nazi 
Germany and immediately set about helping her friends to escape too, saving at least three lives.

She became a lifelong dedicated WI member and voluntary worker. Trudie weighed babies at the 
local clinic, organised the annual local collection for RNLI, distributed meals on wheels, helped 
Friends of the JR,  and more.  She was well  known as  a  kind and supportive friend to  many 
Kennington people.

Trudie created a lovely, welcoming home and a beautiful garden, and her pottery was distributed 
far and wide. One can’t talk about Trudie without mentioning her passion for cooking and feeding 
people. Her cakes will be long remembered by everyone who knew her, as will her forthright 
manner and her endless generosity. She will be greatly missed by her many friends in the village.

— Anne Bradley
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Village Diary
Fixed Weekly Meetings

Mon & Thu Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles) Health Centre Car Park 10–11 am
Tue Weight Watchers Evening St Swithun’s School 6:30 pm
Tue & Thu Toddlers Village Centre 9:30–11:30 am
Thu Community Sale (term-time only) Kennington Playgroup 2–4 pm
Fri Children’s dance classes Village Centre 2, 2:30, 4:30, 5pm

April 2011
Sat 2 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Wed 6 Kennington Link WI: Parish of St Thomas the Martyr Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Thu 7 Ecumenical Lent Groups
8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm
Good Shepherd Church 8 pm

Sat 9 Kennington Horticultural Society: Coach Trip to Wisley 8:30 am
Sun 10 Kennington Overseas Aid: Tools for Self Reliance Methodist Hall 6:30 pm
Tue 12 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon

Wed 13
Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm

Thu 14
Ecumenical Lent Groups

8 St Swithun’s Road 2:30 pm
Good Shepherd Church 8 pm

Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 16 Kennington Cancer Fund: Cake & Easter Egg Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Sun 17
Sponsored Knit Edith Court 2–4 pm

Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 18 Kennington History: Neighbour’s Pigs & Running Water Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Tue 19
Kennington Trefoil Guild: Easter Traditions Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Thu 21 Maundy Thursday Prayer Stations & Communion Methodist Church 1:30–3 pm

Fri 22
Good Friday Prayer Stations Methodist Church 11 am–1 pm
Walk of Witness War Memorial 11:15 am
United Service Methodist Church 12 noon

Sun 24 Easter Day Praise & Communion Methodist Church 10:30 am
Thu 28 Kennington Overseas Aid: Harare Choir Village Centre 7:30 pm

May 2011
Wed 4 Kennington Link WI: Resolutions Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 7
Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Kennington Cancer Fund: Shoe Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Kennington Horticultural Society: Plant Sale St Swithun’s Church 10 am–12 noon

Tue 10
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 11 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 12 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 14 Oxford Ceilidh: Simoncare Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 15
Kennington Overseas Aid: Open Gardens 01865 326519

Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 16 Kennington History Society: Kidnap Plot, Lord Nuffield Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 17 Trefoil Guild: A Visit to Northmoor Trust Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Wed 18 Kennington Horticultural Society: Butterflies Village Centre 7:30 pm
Tue 31 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

42 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


43



44 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/

	The Parish Church of St Swithun
	Useful Telephone Numbers

	Index of Contents
	St Swithun’s Church Newsletter

	Kennington Methodist Church
	The Good Shepherd Church

	Churches Together in Kennington
	Kennington Churches Together Collection
	Fairtrade 4 Kennington
	Kennington Festival Group

	March Census 2011
	Kennington Village Hall Management Committee
	Campaign to Save the Kennington Library

	Ten years on…
	Kennington and District United Church Choirs
	Kennington Horticultural Society

	Kennington Women’s Institute	WI
	Kennington Playing Field Association
	Kennington Overseas Aid 2011

	Kennington Library Newsletter
	Storytime
	Meet a Professional Writer

	Parish Council Matters
	Girlguiding Thames District Table Top Sale
	Kennington Link WI
	Kennington Overseas Aid—Sponsored Knit

	Notes from Kennington Health Centre
	Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
	Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

	Kennington History Society
	Personal Notices
	


	Village Diary
	
	


