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I was having a conversation the other day with two friends from church about the hymns we would
have at our funerals. This may sound a little morbid, and rest assured that none of us is planning for
that funeral to happen any time soon. But it got me thinking that the music we choose is a reflection
of our lives, our beliefs, the things we consider to be important. It is an indication of how we would
like to be remembered.
I took a funeral recently where the family had chosen Susan Boyles’ “I dreamed a dream” from the
musical Les Miserable to be played as the coffin was brought into church. It was perhaps the most
moving choice of music I have seen a funeral start with, and it was highly appropriate as it reflected
the difficulty and disappointment of much of the deceased person’s life.
(I have also heard of a few black-humoured choices preceding cremation or burial—“Burn Baby
Burn” and “Going Underground” respectively! Although, other than a sense of humour, I’m not
entirely sure what those choices say about a person’s values or beliefs!)
My choice, at this stage of life, is the hymn “I Cannot Tell” (to the tune of Londonderry Air). It is a
hymn that beautifully summarises my faith, and reminds me of the cost of Christ’s sacrifice, and the
love he offers:
I cannot tell how silently he suffered,
As with his peace he graced this place of tears,
Or how his heart upon the cross was broken,
The crown of pain to three and thirty years.
But this I know, he heals the broken-hearted,
And stays our sin, and calms our lurking fear,
And lifts the burden from the heavy laden,
For yet the Saviour, Saviour of the world is here.
I would like to be remembered as someone who didn’t have all the answers to life’s difficult
questions, but who inhabited the joy of Jesus’ resurrection, and who lived to ensure every heart was
filled with God’s love.
The music we’d choose for our funerals is worth thinking about. Not in a morbid way, but in a way
that focuses the mind. Because if we know how we would like to be remembered, then that’s how
we need to be living now.
— Em Coley
Services in May
Sun 1st 9:30 am Parish Communion
Sun 22nd 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh
11:30 am All Age Service with Baptism
6:30 pm Kennington Cancer Service
Sun 8th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 29th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Songs of Praise
Sun 15th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline
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Children’s Church
Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a
family service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
Freewave, a group for ages 10+, meets at the vicarage at 9:25 am on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
Month.
Craft Mornings
We have held some craft mornings over the last year, which have been great fun. Now, due to
popular demand, we are holding these on a monthly basis. They will be in church on the 2 nd
Saturday of the month from 10 am–12 noon. This month, the craft morning will be on Saturday
14th May—bring your children (ages 4–11) and head home to enjoy the weekend papers!

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
The Revd Rosemary Davies is on Sabbatical leave from 2nd May to 8th August. During that
period all communications should be sent to the Circuit Office at the address below.
Please do not contact the Manse.
Minister:
Circuit Office:
The Revd Rosemary Davies
Wesley Memorial Church
9 Ramsay Road
New Inn Hall Street
Headington
Oxford
Oxford
OX1 2DH
OX3 8AX
01865 243216
01865 763676
SERVICES FOR MAY
Morning Worship each Sunday at 10:30 am.
Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 22nd May at 10:30 am.
Evening Services Sunday 8th May at 6:30 pm in the Good Shepherd Church
and Sunday 15th May at 6 pm at Woodstock Methodist Church
PREACHERS FOR MAY AT 10:30 am WILL BE:
1st

Phil Palmer, from Kidlington.

8th

Andrew Maisey, from Witney.
6:30 pm United Service of Evening Prayer, at the Church of the Good Shepherd,
Bagley Wood Road.

15th

Judith Atkinson, from Headington

22nd ALDERSGATE SUNDAY. The Revd John Rowland, one of our Supernumerary
Ministers. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
29th

CAFÉ CHURCH. Informal worship led by Deacon Stephen Richardson and Andrew
Dunsdon.

The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 am each Sunday morning, and
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with your
family, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for
newcomers and visitors to the village.
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OTHER DATES FOR MAY
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.
Tuesday 10th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Wednesday 11th

Short Service of Informal Worship in the Lounge of Edith Court at
10:30 am led by the Revd John Rowland. Do join the residents if you can.

Sunday 15th

The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the Mon Choisy Elderly
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.

Thursday 19th

The Ecumenical Study & Prayer Group meets at 8 St Swithun’s Road at
2:30 pm. Everyone is warmly welcomed.

Sunday 22nd

Mendelssohn’s ELIJAH in the Holywell Room in Oxford at 2:30 pm.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY 10th MAY from 10 am
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.
Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross and Joy Margetts. Do come
along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning out.’
The April Coffee Morning raised £147.80.
The June Coffee Morning will be held Tuesday 14th June at 10 am.
We thank Yvonne, Carole, and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by month
to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship for
everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.
IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private
function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is NOT available for
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Churches Together in Kennington
By the time you read this article I shall be into the first week
of my three month sabbatical, a gift from the Methodist
Church to all its Ministers. In fact, it is now compulsory for
every Methodist Minister to take a sabbatical after the first
ten years in ministry and every seven years after that. So at
the start of May the second sabbatical of my ministry begins.
The idea of a sabbatical is to take time out from your normal
routine, to reflect and take stock of your life situation, to relax and also to delve deeper into a topic
of interest. In my case, I shall delve a little deeper into the tradition of Christian pilgrimage through
reading, reflecting on my own Christian journey & visiting some Christian pilgrimage sites at home
and abroad.
The clerical profession isn’t the only profession to encourage the practice of taking sabbaticals.
Those involved in the teaching profession, particularly at university level, are often granted an
extended period of leave for further study, sometimes up to a year, and this is taken approximately
every seventh year. This pattern seems to match the Biblical idea of the sabbatical year, recorded in
the Old Testament during which there was to be a Sabbath of complete rest for the land, a Sabbath
for the Lord observed every seventh year by the ancient Israelites.
Not everyone is given the opportunity to take an extended break (not a holiday!) every seventh year
of their life and certainly not everyone has the privilege of taking a full year for a sabbatical. I can’t
quite see the Methodist Church allowing that to happen!
So, the thought crossed my mind as to how it might be possible to build in a kind of ‘mini
sabbatical’ into our normal pattern of living making the idea much more accessible to people.
Could we take the idea of a seventh day in the week being a ‘mini sabbatical’ ? Could we make a
conscious effort to take some proper time out from our normal routine to take stock of our lives, to
press the pause button, to relax and maybe start reading that book we’ve had on the shelf for ages?
Jesus encouraged his disciples to take time out from their normal routine, but it didn’t always work
as demands of life seemed to squeeze out the practice of any kind of sabbatical. However, Jesus
himself provided a good model of practice when it came to taking time out. There were some times
when he said a firm ‘no’ to the demands of the pressing crowds; there were times when he
disappeared into the hills for extended periods of time alone with God in prayer and reflection;
there were times when he was only able to catch a short time of rest; but those moments of ‘mini
sabbaticals’ were a lifesaver and gave him renewed energy and strength to do God’s work.
The familiar hymn, ‘Dear Lord and Father of mankind’ by John Greenleaf Whittier, contains two
verses that remind me of Jesus’ example of taking time out and show me the benefits of rest and
renewal:
O Sabbath rest by Galilee!
O calm of hills above,
Where Jesus knelt to share with thee
The silence of eternity,
Interpreted by love!

Drop thy still dews of quietness,
’Till all our strivings cease;
Take from our souls the strain and stress,
And let our ordered lives confess
The beauty of thy peace.

So, I’m looking forward to my three-month sabbatical when I shall have the opportunity to stop,
look and listen and find the beauty of God’s peace in my life. I hope that you, too, in your ‘mini
sabbaticals’ may find rest and renewal, and I look forward to comparing notes on my return!
CTK news: After the busyness of the Easter period, the Churches are now returning to their normal
patterns of worship and will be meeting together on Monday 9 th May at 8 pm at The Vicarage to
consider future events in the village.
— Rev Rosemary Davies
6

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

7

Smith’s Chemist—Parking
Two of the staff of Smith's Chemist wonder if there are one or two residents within a few minutes
walk who may have a spare place or two for us to park our cars while at work.
We used to park in the Pub car park but their new restrictions now prevent this. The Public car park
is often full and we feel that we are taking up spaces of people who need easy access to the
Doctors’ Surgery. We cannot park in front of the Pharmacy because the council made the owners
put up the small walls for safety reasons.
We would appreciate any thoughts or help in this matter. Thank you.
— Clare Tooley

Kennington Festival Group
We had a very enjoyable afternoon on 11 th April. The Hand Bell Ringers from St Swithun’s School
came to entertain us. They were very accomplished and played some of the old songs which our
members remember so well. The children aged between 5 and 10 also sang My Bonnie Lies Over
The Ocean with actions. We would like to thank them all and their teachers for bringing them down
to the hall.
We then enjoyed our usual afternoon activities followed by Tea and Cakes.
We are still looking for new members and would welcome you with open arms.
Our next meetings are on Mondays:
•
9th & 23rd May, 2–4 pm
•
6th June, 12 noon for lunch for members followed by our usual meeting until 4 pm
Do you know anyone who could come and entertain us for ½ hour at 2 pm before our usual
activities? We would love to hear from you…
For more information please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
Theft of items outside homes
We remind you to be vigilant against a theft of items from outside houses, including items for scrap
from outside houses. Report if anyone is seen paying attention to items in gardens—please try to
take down as much detail as you can, including vehicle registration plate and description of
individuals, and call 0845 8 505 505 and ask for the information to be passed to me.
Parking in Kennington
I have had a positive response to last month’s entry regarding parking issues in the village.
Concerns are being brought forward and all of them are being reviewed and dealt with where
appropriate. If you have a concern or question regarding parking please contact me and I will
address the matter as soon as I can.
Complaints against the Village Centre
The matter concerning noise complaints against the Village Hall has come to my attention; I fully
understand there is a difference in opinion regarding the matter and the “Noise Abatement Order”
being issued. The residents of Kennington are civilised people and as such I expect those who
disagree with the matter to express themselves through signing the petition run by the Village Hall
Committee and not through any unofficial individual actions. Hopefully the matter will be resolved
quickly and to the satisfaction of all parties involved.
PCSO Adi Wright C9577
Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington and Radley)
0800 555 111
0845 8 505 505
www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
8

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

9

Kendall Copse in 2011
Kendall Copse continues nicely with surprisingly few losses—in fact one or two of the trees in the
Western field are now well above 12'. The snowdrops have settled in and appear to have multiplied,
and in amongst the roots of one of the damsons must have been a seed from a crocus, which has
grown and flowered this year.
Last year the Japanese knotweed along the boundary was treated, killing the majority. We have
permission to burn the dead wood (on top of the surviving knotweed), hopefully killing the
surviving knotweed. If we can collect the dead burdock, that can add to the flames.
Burdock along the hedgerows is proving a nuisance, overgrowing the hedgerow planting, so we
have proposed a slash and burn work party in the coming Saturdays, whilst the burdock is still soft
enough to cut easily.
Work party dates: Saturdays 30th April, 7th May, 14th May, and 21st May, 10:30 am–2:30 pm
This should be enough for us to get on top of the problem. Hope you can spare an hour to help out.
— Roger Gelder for Friends of Kendall Copse.

KOA Fun Run & Walk
A reminder that the Fun Run & Walk will take place on Sunday 12 th June this year. As you will
notice it is not on Father’s Day, so we hope all Dads (and Mums) will be able to take part.
We are supporting a very important project through Tools for Self Reliance. Money raised will help
young people in very poor farming communities in Ghana to learn and carry on a trade. It would be
great if Walkers and Runners would also be able to support this project by raising sponsorship
money. Forms can be obtained from me or downloaded from www.koa.org.uk. Entry forms will be
in next month’s Chronicle.
— Eckhard Groth 01865 739229

Kennington as a Fairtrade Village Update
On Saturday 19th March we held our annual event within Fairtrade Fortnight. This
year the topic was centred around cotton, and the event was entitled, ‘Show off
Your Label.’ The idea was to encourage villagers to look for Fairtrade fabrics
whenever they are looking for new clothes. To this end, Asma Mustafa was
invited to have a stand selling Fairtrade clothes, and the school was invited to
present the results of its bunting activities, which made the hall look great!
Philip Martin and Lesley Maskell from St Swithun’s School judged the competition, and Lesley
took some prizes back to the school for presentation within a school assembly. (The bunting has
now been sent to the Fairtrade Foundation to be added to the many others to make the longest
bunting in the world.)
There were other stalls, displays and a raffle (supplied by the Co-op), and the event was well
supported. So a big thank you to those of you who came along, and we hope you had an enjoyable
morning. It was excellent to see our local MP Nicola Blackwood presenting a prize to the winner of
the School Bunting Competition; pulling out the winning tickets in the raffle; and buying goods
from the stalls too!
I welcome Helen Hurrell, Asma Mustafa and Elli Preghenella onto the K4F committee, and thank
all the people who came, set up, and ran the morning. Without their support we would be unable to
make any progress.
K4F will be working with the school to achieve its aim to become a Fairtrade School. If you would
like to become a member of K4F please contact Robin Mason, Chairman of K4F, on 01865 321044
or email robinmason@hotmail.co.uk.
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Campaign to Save Kennington Village Centre
Yes, that’s right—our beloved Kennington Village Centre, where so many activities take place, is
under threat! A villager has asked for a Noise Abatement Order to be issued against the Village
Centre.
You might have seen the article in the Oxford
Mail — www.tinyurl.com/kvcentre
What does this mean? It means that no
activity in the Village Centre may use any
amplification system. This includes using a
microphone, playing music, and even the
computer video that displays at the annual
Fairtrade events.
What will this affect? We will have no more
annual pantomimes or KADS; many of our charity-raising events will have to move elsewhere; tap,
ballet and dance classes, Kennington Silver Band, and several other regular users will have to move
elsewhere.
The knock-on effect will mean hugely raised prices (an estimated fivefold increase) for those who
stay—and, of course, many of those will not be able to afford the increased prices. Mother &
Toddler clubs; karate clubs; and so on.
As they desert the Village Centre, funding will collapse—and the Village Centre will have to close!
This means everything taking place there will move somewhere else in the village, or move out of
the village—or close down altogether. Where would the Kennington Library go? What about the
Parish Council meetings, the County Councillor’s monthly surgery, the weight loss classes…
Many charity-raising events take place in the Centre. We do not know whether such complaints
would ultimately extend to the local pub or the Social Club.
The History: We have had our Centre for over 50 years. The Villagers of Kennington have paid for
the Village Centre to be built and maintained. It has already spent in excess of £20,000 to reduce
noise, and this will have been wasted money should it close.
What to do? I live opposite the Village Centre, and I was shocked when I heard about the
complaints. Therefore, I have started a petition to save the Village Centre.
The Kennington Village Centre belongs to you! Do not let this happen. Please sign our petition to
save the Centre. See the noticeboard in the centre, or visit our new website. Also, if you might be
able to help us with the campaign, please contact me.
Paul Burton — 01865 326663 — 07879 417237 — savekenningtonvillagecentre.blogspot.com

Kennington Athletic Football Club
Annual General Meeting
Sunday 12th June 2011, 8:00 pm — Kennington Sports and Social Club
Please come along and join our committee. Roles to be filled are Chairman and Tuck Secretary
If you have any questions, please contact the Secretary on 01865 326352
12
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Oxford Artweek in Kennington
We’re back again in St Swithun’s Church Hall for
this years Oxford Artweek 12th–15th May.
This year we have two new members, Robin Mason
and Rémi Preghenella. Robin paints in
watercolours, and has a fantastic set of pictures,
many of which are of Oxford City. Rémi is a
photographer, and he has a great collection of prints
exploring nature and urban landscapes. More
familiar faces will be showing off their recent
paintings, printing, textiles & jewellery.
Each artist will also be
displaying a Kenningtoninspired piece of work.
Some of the artists will be
running workshops during the mornings. Last year a number of artists held
informal chats about their work and inspirations, which were very successful.
One comment from last year was, “Engaging, interesting and fun!” So, come
along and get involved.
As usual we will have our café open and children’s activities available, so
even if you’re not interested in the art come along and enjoy the friendly
atmosphere. On the Thursday evening we will be holding an open evening
until 8 pm, with wine and nibbles.
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Thursday 12th to Sunday 15th May, 12 noon–6 pm
Open Evening: 6–8 pm on Thursday
www.kenningtonartists.co.uk

Tour Eiffel by Rémi Preghenella
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KOA Open Gardens Day
Five Kennington gardens will be opening 2–6 pm on Saturday 14th May, in support of this year’s
Kennington Overseas Aid project for the charity Tools for Self-Reliance. Combined tickets (£4;
children 14 and under free) can be purchased at any of the gardens. There will also be plant sales
and teas.
The gardens are:
1. Marilyn Farr, 85 Upper Road
Plantswoman’s garden packed with interesting flowers and shrubs. Large organic fruit and
vegetable garden; pond; conservatory; grassy area under fruit trees.
Plant sales. Tea and cakes.
2. Angie and Geoff Axe, 81 Upper Road
An informal long narrow garden, split into four sections. First a patio, lawn and flower
borders. Second a herbaceous flower garden. Third a vegetable plot and greenhouse. Lastly
a quiet seating area.
3. Alison & Brian Peedell, 131 Kennington Road
A garden of mixed interest, twists and turns. Ponds and fish, hopefully lots of colour. A
varied vegetable plot and no doubt a few weeds.
4. David Rogers, 95 The Avenue
Evergreen shrubs, trees, perennials on multiple levels with lawns, paths, pond, patios, raised
beds. Well-stocked garden.
Tea and cakes.
5. Molly Dewey, 93 Bagley Wood Road
A mature woodland garden with bluebells and rhododendrons.
Tea and cakes.
— Marilyn Farr

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
➢

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and
in the Kennington Library.

➢

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

➢

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Go to On-line Archives.

➢

Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: Abingdon Air & Country Air Charity Show; Oxfordshire Museum;
Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Planning, Finance).
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Kennington Community Café is Back
Remember the pop-up café in the grounds of St Swithun’s Church back in
summer 2010? The gazebo, the bunting, the fresh filter coffee and delicious
home-made cakes? Well, we’re back!
For the months of May and June, the Kennington Community Café group will be
providing a café in St Swithun’s Church Hall three times a week (please note that
during Artweeks on 12th and 14th May, and on Fête Day on 18 th June,
refreshments will be available from 12 noon):


Mondays

2–5 pm



Thursdays

11 am–1 pm



Saturdays

10 am–1 pm

Why not pop in after school or on your way to the shops; drop in to read the papers; or catch up
with a friend on a Saturday morning. We’ll be serving Fairtrade tea and coffee, as well as juice and
a fine selection of tasty cakes and biscuits all at reasonable prices.
Our aim is simply to offer a warm, welcoming space where people who live in Kennington can
relax, meet each other, or simply find a bit of peace and quiet.
We are also still thinking long-term about a grander vision for a more permanent café, so we will be
sharing our plans and ideas at the café in May and June, and looking for more people to lend their
help and expertise to the venture.
If you want to know more, or if you would like to help serve at the café during May or June, please
contact Martin Morse on 326641 or email martin@morse.org.uk.

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
Please remember to fill in the Kennington Diary (in the Post Office)
and send us your entries for both July and August in time for the July edition.
Deadlines: Friday 10th June for adverts and Wednesday 15th June for articles.

Author’s Talk
Kennington Library
Wednesday 4th May, 11 am. Coffee from 10:30.
The Friends of Kennington Library are delighted to welcome

Eleanor Rawling
Author of Ivor Gurney’s Gloucestershire: Exploring Poetry and Place

Refreshments kindly provided by Friends of Kennington Library
For more information contact Kennington Library 01867 730763
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Plant Sale
Kennington Horticultural Society
Saturday 7th May, 10 am–12 noon
Grounds of St Swithun’s Church
If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock down prices, come along to our plant sale.
Can you afford to miss it?
Free admission

Campaign to Save the Kennington Library
Behind the scenes
Since last month, the new consultation has been delayed. We expect it to start in May.
Our MP, Nicola Blackwood, has contacted us with further information. It seems that the Council
has already started looking at solutions, even though the consultation has not started. We believe
that the Council made a mistake last time by not referring to the professionals (the Friends and the
Librarians) who make the libraries the places they are.
We have emphasised to Ms Blackwood and to Cllr Keith Mitchell that they need to consult with the
people who are best able to help them. Mr Mitchell wishes to form Friends groups for those
libraries that do not already have them—including the 23 libraries that were not threatened. We at
Kennington have offered to assist in the process, as we believe this will help all libraries to survive,
including our own.
Also see the official announcement made to the library, page 34.
Expanding Save Oxfordshire Libraries
As I reported last month, the 20 threatened libraries have grouped together to form Save
Oxfordshire Libraries. The new information suggests that all libraries will be affected by the cuts,
instead of just the 20 threatened ones. Therefore, Save Oxfordshire Libraries is considering
expanding to include all 43 libraries. Such growth from such small beginnings!
A new threat
Unfortunately, there is a new threat to the library. The Kennington Village Centre may close! If this
were to happen, the library might have nowhere else to go. See page 12.
Help! (Just a little)
The group needs occasional help from volunteers. If you are able to give some of your time, even if
it is not much, we would appreciate it. Please contact me if you think you might be able to help.
— Paddy Landau — savekenningtonlibrary.blogspot.com — savekl2011@gmail.com
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Kennington History Society
The History Society’s March event was an illustrated talk
by Graham Sutherland entitled, “Stand and Deliver:
Highwaymen of the 17th and 18th Centuries.” As with
Graham’s previous talk in 2009, the presentation was
outstanding and very informative. The packed hall was
treated to numerous stories of the short and bloody careers
of many highwaymen including the famous Claude Duval,
John ‘Swift Nick’ Venison and of course Dick Turpin.
As we go to press members are looking forward to a talk by
Ruth Weiberg which is intriguingly entitled, “The
Claude Duval
Neighbours’ Pigs and Running Water,” the story of
George Winship, the man considered to have guided Abingdon into the 20 th Century. George
Winship was Abingdon’s Borough Surveyor for 41 years and during that time he oversaw the
change from the age of the horse and cart, right though the advent of the motor car, up until the end
of World War I.
‘this month’
The Society’s next event will be held on Monday 16th May in the Methodist Church at 7:45 pm,
when local resident and retired Police Officer Geoff Rose will give a talk entitled “The Plot to
Kidnap Lord Nuffield.” Sounds fascinating!
‘next month’
An early date for your diary. On Monday 20th June in the Methodist Church at 7:45 pm we see
the return again of popular local historian, Martin Way, who this time is to give a talk entitled,
“What a Century: A History of the Settlement of Carterton and the early days of RAF Brize
Norton.”
‘summer visit’
As previewed in last month’s Chronicle, the History Society’s annual coach trip this year is to be to
Chichester and will be on Thursday 22nd September. Why not come with us and see the great
Cathedral set in this delightful walled city.
And, ‘for the shoppers,’ its attractive retail
centre, which includes many individual
small shops.
The cost will be £12 for Members and £14
for Non-Members and you can book now by
contacting the Treasurer on 01865 730321
or, if not available, the Chairman on
01865 739208.
As in previous years, the coach will be
picking up from the Bus Stops on the west
side of the main road starting at Manor
Grove at 9:30 am and returning to
Kennington at 7:00 pm.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.
George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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Kennington Parish Council
Kennington Parish Council has vacancies for two councillors to serve four years until May 2015, as
there were insufficient nominations for the May elections. The two vacancies will be filled by cooption at the next Parish Council meeting on Thursday 12th May 2011.
Therefore anyone who is an elector living in the village and who would be interested in joining the
Parish Council should apply in writing by Wednesday 11th May 2011.
In their application they should provide background information on themselves and the reason they
would like to serve on the Parish Council.
Please send applications to the Clerk by Wednesday 11 th May 2011 by post to Mrs Pam Johnston,
102 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PE, or by email kennington.pc@ntlworld.com.

Notes from Kennington Health Centre
Last month we reported that Linda Marshall will be retiring. Her last working day
at the practice will be Wednesday 25th May. Some of you will have met Debbie
Hill, who currently works part time as a Health Care Assistant. She will be
increasing her hours from Tuesday 31st May. Her working hours will be Monday to Thursday,
8:30 am–1 pm and 2–4 pm. I am sorry that we are no longer able to offer services before 8:30 am
and from 1–2 pm.
We understand that it has been a bit confusing with doctors changing rooms. We have now got the
new signs up—please look at the signs to find out which room the doctor is in. Do not
automatically go to the room that you think they will be in. Please note that Dr Linda Jones, Dr
John Humphreys and Dr Helen Roskell use different rooms on different days of the week.
I understand that it can be frustrating when appointments run late. The Doctors do try to keep to
time, but on occasions they do run over causing a knock on effect to those waiting. This is
sometimes due to a complex consultation but may also be due to things like an external service
calling for some information or a life threatening emergency. Please be understanding of this and
wait patiently—one time it may be you who require that additional service and you would like to
think that the doctor would take appropriate action even if it delays appointments.
When booking in at the reception would you please refrain from leaning on and over the counter.
This is to ensure that patient confidentiality is not compromised when the receptionists are bringing
up data on the screen. If the receptionist has to go and find something out for you could you please
step back from the counter or sit down in the waiting room so that other patients can get access to
the reception desk.
Normal reminder that we need 48 working hours notice for repeat prescriptions. If you forget to
renew in time, we will not have time to get a prescription ready for you. Please also remember to
provide the full details; many drugs come in different strengths or difference forms, e.g. tablets or
creams. If we do not get all of the details, we may not be able to get the correct prescription to you.
On-the-day appointments: There appears to be some confusion about what this means. In order to
provide a wide range of services we have to reserve a number of appointments each day that are not
available to book in advance. This allows us to see patients who fall ill overnight. If we allowed all
appointments to be booked for routine appointments in advance there would be nothing left for
patients who fall ill without warning. These appointments are released at 8:30 am and 2 pm each
day. Please do not ask a receptionist to release one early as they will not be able to.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
Did you know: You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website.
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Retiring or already retired from the NHS?
JOIN THE
OXFORD HEALTH SERVICE RETIREMENT FELLOWSHIP
YOUR SPOUSE MAY JOIN, TOO!
Monthly Meetings, Talks, Outings & Holidays for Retired NHS Staff
We meet at the J R Hospital, Headington
Come meet former colleagues, make new friends and renew old friendships.
For further information, telephone the Hon. Secretary Mrs Marion Read, 01865 361438

Kennington Overseas Aid 2011
The full KOA programme should soon be delivered with the house to house
collection envelope. We do appreciate your support. From feedback we know
that the people whose lives you change for the better appreciate it even more.
Kennington is rare in being a good neighbour in the global village. We hope
that as village residents we are good neighbours here too with a programme
of events that has something for everyone in Kennington to enjoy.
First up on Saturday 14th May from 2–6 pm is…
KENNINGTON OPEN GARDENS. Several Kennington gardens of
varying sizes and styles will be open. Come along to enjoy late Spring colour
and a great community afternoon, and to glean some ideas for your own
garden. Tea and cakes served. Plant sale. This event is organised by Marilyn
Farr (326519).
Then comes Sunday 12th June at 11:30 am…
BAGLEY WOOD FUN RUN AND WALK for everyone, starts 11:30 am, Forest Side Playing
Field. Race, run, jog or walk through Bagley Wood by kind permission of St John’s College.
Participants must be registered by 11:15 am. This event is organised by Sylfest Muldal
(funrun@koa.org.uk).
Everyone who joins in seems to have a great time. The serious runners who go first enjoy the
challenge and delight of running in woods rather than on tarmac. The walkers, and those with dogs,
who follow on enjoy good company and delight in the scenery of Bagley Woods knowing they are
not going to get lost. Since it is just 5Km it is a good way to interest children in either running or
walking. If you would like to help with this event, do contact Sylfest. If you want to participate it is
cheaper if you register early.
Halcyon Leonard (452783)
KOA Chair
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Vice Chair
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Kennington and District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will be singing
MENDELSSOHN’S ELIJAH
Faringdon Parish Church on Sunday 15th May
Holywell Music Room in Oxford on Sunday 22nd May
Both concerts begin at 2:30 pm
Our soloists include:
Claire Barratt & Sue Whorton (Sopranos)
Adam Hargreaves (Treble)
Rebecca Martin & Vanessa Woodward (Contraltos)
Ian Barratt (Tenor) & Stephen Barratt (Baritone)
with Linda Ang Stoodley (Piano) & Trevor Cowlett (Conductor)
Entrance is FREE. Collection for Christian Aid & Art Refuge, U.K.
All further information on our website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.

Kennington Link WI
April 2011 Meeting
Our fascinating talk this month related to The Parish of St Thomas the Martyr, an
area of Oxford close to the railway station and St Ebbe’s. Liz Woolley, our speaker,
took us back in time to the 17 th and 18th centuries when Osney Abbey was situated
within the parish and this vast building (with no less than 27 altars) was the Cathedral of Oxford.
Unfortunately the rest of the St Thomas community was less well off, with residents living in
extreme poverty and bad sanitation, and experiencing outbreaks of cholera and smallpox.
We were totally absorbed in slides showing the 17 th century housing conditions as well as the
boatman’s floating chapel, and the horse hospital. It was pleasing to know that in such poor
conditions the local Church was famous for bell-ringing, and in more recent times the parish of St
Thomas the Martyr was the birthplace of Olive Cox (who later became Olive Gibbs), a well-known
local politician and twice Lord Mayor of Oxford.
A vote of thanks was given on behalf of all the members, by Mrs Mollie Clarke.
The meeting had previously been opened by the president, and business matters dealt with.
Programmes for the coming year were distributed and Mrs Margaret Young was congratulated on
her photograph in the 2012 Calendar. Mrs Vera Fanning will be our representative at the KOA
Sponsored Knit, and there was a request for toiletries for the Village Fête in June. The President
then gave a report of the recent AGM she had attended in Oxford.
A beautiful vase of spring flowers on the President’s table had been given by Mrs Joan Bowen
Thomas and these were presented to Mrs Jenny Henwood.
The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 4 th May when we will discuss this year's
Resolutions.
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Kennington Library Newsletter
What’s on in Kennington library in May and early June
※

Monday 2nd May Bank Holiday: Library is closed.

※

Wednesday 4th May: The Friends of Kennington Library guest speaker is geographer and
writer Eleanor Rawling. She will present and sign her latest book launched just last month
at the Oxford Literary Festival. This Coffee Morning Talk (page 18) is not to be missed,
especially if you love walks and poetry!

※

Wednesday 18th May: Rhymetimes for children under 5 (see below).

※

Monday 30th May Bank Holiday: Library is closed. This means Treat Day for extended
DVD borrowing time will be Monday 23rd April.

※

Wednesday 1st June: Coffee or Tea & Guest Speaker Morning.

※

Thanks to Sylvia Vetta, chairman of the Friends of Kennington Library, who has
successfully booked Dennis Hamley, writer and teacher—ideal for all ages. Found out why
in next month’s newsletter, or better still do not miss it…

We have received an official announcement from the Future of Oxfordshire Libraries. An
extract:
“Consultation: The council is listening to the support that has been voiced for many of
Oxfordshire libraries over recent months. We are planning a countywide consultation starting in
May and running until the end of September. This will give plenty of time for people to share their
views. Everything received so far by the council about the future of our libraries will be taken into
account. Information about this consultation will be widely publicised, including our consultation
calendar at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/consultation”
Wishing you all fun May Bank Holidays,
Dominique, Marie-Christine & Lyndsay
Opening hours
Mon 2–5:30 pm; Wed 10 am–12:30 pm; Fri 2–7 pm; Sat 10 am–1 pm.
Kennington Library 01865 730763 — www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Rhymetime
Wednesday 18th May, 10:45–11:15 am.
We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers to
sing along with some English and French seasonal verses.
Free refreshments kindly provided by
The Friends of Kennington Library.

All children under 10 must be accompanied by an adult carer.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.
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Parish Council Matters
April 2011 Meeting
Minutes available online. See page 16.
Following the close of nominations there were
only twelve people elected to the fourteen seats
on the Parish Council. Therefore there were two
vacancies which would be filled by co-option at
the May meeting. Details of how to apply for
the vacancies are included in this addition of
Chronicle. The members of the Parish Council
said goodbye to three well-respected
councillors who had served on the Parish
Council for many years. Ted Perkins joined the
Parish Council in 1954 and had served for fifty
seven years. Doreen Horseman and Charles
Swaisland joined in 1991 when they were coopted onto the council. Doreen had twenty
years continuous service while Charles had a
few breaks. They would be welcoming a new
member Ron Mansfield at the May meeting.
The Clerk submitted the application for funding
for the BMX track to WREN at the end of
March. She had received acknowledgement that
it would be considered by the advisory panel on
19th July 2011 and the WREN Board on 11th
August 2011. In addition she had confirmation
that the Vale would be able to fund a third party
donation of £1,253 for this project. So for the
young people in the village who would like to
see the track built there would be a wait until
the summer holidays before it was known if
there would be sufficient funds to start it this
year.
The Oxford Garden Centre in South Hinksey
had agreed to supply the compost again free of
charge for the village flower baskets and allow
the volunteers to choose their plants without
paying for them at the time. The Parish Council
would pay the final bill. The baskets were to be
distributed to the volunteers on 16th April. They
would then plant them up and look after them
until May when they would be put in position.
A number of residents had contacted the Clerk
with concerns about the car parking for the
Health Centre. They had noticed that there
seemed to be all day parking which meant that
the spaces available for patients going to the
health centre was reduced and the car park was
36

blocked which meant if an ambulance needed
to have access it would not be able to get to the
door of the health centre. It was discussed by
the Parish Council who felt as most of the car
park was the responsibility of the Village Hall
Management Committee they would be asked
to investigate. The only car parking spaces
allocated to the health centre were the ones on
the west side immediately behind the health
centre building. The rest of the car park was for
the users of the Village Hall, Social Club and
Youth Club and other occasional users. The
members of the Parish Council wanted to
remind people to respect the limited parking
and if they were working full time in the village
not to use the car park while they were at work
as it was blocking a space for an elderly person
trying to get to see the doctors or nurses.
Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council
Flag Days 2011
May
9th Europe Day
June
2nd Coronation Day
10th Birthday of the Duke of Edinburgh
11th Official Celebration of Her Majesty’s
Birthday
Dates of Council Meetings
May 2011
The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 12th May at 7:30 pm.
Saturday office: 7th May 10–11 am.
The Planning Committee meets
Tuesdays 10th and 31st May at 8:00 pm.
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan as they have only 21 days to
send in their comments. Therefore please
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you
receive notification to ensure the Parish
Council members are aware of any neighbour
objections. Plans can be viewed by
arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
All meetings are held in the Village Centre
and are open to the public.
To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: April 2011

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events
Saturday 7th May: Plant Sale 10 am–12 noon: St Swithun’s Church grounds and hall
If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock down prices then come along to our plant sale. A
limited number of tables are available at £9 each. Tables must be booked in advanced with Alison
on 730961 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.
Wednesday 18th May: Village Centre at 7:30 pm
Rod d’Ayala returns to give a presentation on Butterflies. Admission £2 including refreshments, £3
for non members.
Tuesday 21st June: Evening visit to Rousham Gardens.
Situated about 12 miles north of Oxford, this visit will be by private car with some members
providing transport for those who have none. Rousham Gardens has many features including ponds
and cascades, herbaceous borders, small parterre, pigeon house and espalier apple trees. A fine herd
of rare long-horn cattle are to be seen in the park. The gardens are being opened by special
arrangement.
Meet in the Health Centre car park for departure at 6 pm. Cost including wine & nibbles provided
by the Society is £10 per head, payable when booking. Places can be made with the treasurer on
730961. Please indicate if you can provide or require transport.
Sunday 7th August: Cambridge Botanic Gardens
Full details of this trip will appear in the June edition of the Chronicle.
Membership
Virtually all membership cards and schedules have now been delivered. If you have not received
yours please contact the treasurer on 730961. For those who have received their cards and
schedules but have yet to pay are asked to do as soon as possible. If you are not a member but
would like to join you can do so by registering on the above number. Membership is just £1. What
do you get for this? Well, see below for a start plus discounted group rates on garden visits and an
excellent array of visiting speakers on a regular basis, not forgetting the free cheese & wine social
event in January. Can you afford not to be a member?
Yarnton Garden Centre:
We are pleased to confirm that Yarnton Garden Centre will give members 10% discount on
garden products on presentation of your membership card at the time of payment.

Ten years on…
In May this year the Kennington Web Site – www.kennington.org – will be 10 years old. To mark
this occasion the small web committee is holding a meeting on Tuesday 17 th May at 7 pm in the
Village Hall.
We will be celebrating our birthday with a few nibbles and a glass of bubbly to toast the next ten
years.
We welcome you to join us and join in the discussion of the future of the web site.
— Peter Biggs
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Village Diary
Mon & Thu
Tue
Tue & Thu
Thu
Fri

Fixed Weekly Meetings
Kennington Health Walk (2–4 miles)
Health Centre Car Park
Weight Watchers Evening
St Swithun’s School
Toddlers
Village Centre
Community Sale (term-time only)
Kennington Playgroup
Children’s dance classes
Village Centre

10–11 am
6:30 pm
9:30–11:30 am
2–4 pm
2, 2:30, 4:30, 5pm

May 2011
Wed

4 Kennington Link WI: Resolutions
Pam’s Office
Sat
7 Kennington Cancer Fund: Shoe Sale
Kennington Horticultural Society: Plant Sale
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Tue 10
Parish Council Planning
Short Service
Wed 11
Kennington WI
Thu 12 Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Overseas Aid: Open Gardens
Sat 14
Oxford Ceilidh: Simoncare
Sun

15

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sun
Tue

16
17
18
19
22
31

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Edith Court
Village Centre
Village Centre
01865 326519
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Service
Kirlena House
Kennington History Society: Kidnap Plot, Lord Nuffield Methodist Hall
Trefoil Guild: A Visit to Northmoor Trust
Methodist Hall
Kennington Horticultural Society: Butterflies
Village Centre
Ecumenical Study & Prayer Group
8 St Swithun’s Road
Kennington Choirs: Elijah
Holywell Music Room
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre

June 2011
Wed 1 Kennington Link WI: ACCW
Sat
4 Pam’s Office
Wed 8 Kennington WI
Thu
9 Parish Council Meeting
Sun 12 Kennington Overseas Aid Family Fun Run Day: 735995
Tue 14 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Sat 18 Kennington Overseas Aid Grand Fête: 01865 326519
Sun

19 Service

Tue

21 Parish Council Planning

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Forest Side
Methodist Hall
St Swithun’s Church
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre

2:15 pm
10–11 am
10 am–12 noon
10 am–12 noon
10 am–12 noon
8 pm
10:30 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
7:45 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
2:30 pm
2:30 pm
8 pm
2:15 pm
10–11 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
11 am
10 am–12 noon
3 pm
3:45 pm
8 pm

Chronicle Contributions
Do you have an organisation or event based in Kennington?
A newsy article in the Kennington Chronicle is a great way to
get your message out and increase membership or attendance!
It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.
Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting
Kennington-related news articles to the Editor!
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