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I’ve never been a big fan of Football Managers. For them, life seems to revolve around a what is
‘only a game’ which is perhaps understandable but also a rather narrow approach to life.
I was amused and irritated to hear on the news a few weeks ago a comment by Jose Mourinho (the
manager of Real Madrid) following a defeat to Barcelona, which lamented the state of the world:
“Sometimes I am a little bit disgusted to live in this world, but this is the world we live in.”
I wonder whether you share Mourinho’s sense of disappointment with the world in which we live.
Perhaps you are more than a little disillusioned, not because of a football defeat, but because of the
pain and suffering we see around us; the heart-wrenching news stories of war, bereavement, family
breakdowns, and indeed the difficulties in our own lives. It is sometimes tempting to rail against a
God-forsaken world.
And yet, the message of Easter is simply that God has not forsaken this world. But that he loves it,
and us, to the extent that he would send his son to redeem it. This message hit home for me recently
through the words of the Archbishop of Canterbury. He was responding to a 6 year old’s letter to
God, asking who invented him. This is an extract from his reply:
Dear Lulu—Nobody invented me—but lots of people discovered me and were quite
surprised. They discovered me when they looked round at the world and thought it was
really beautiful or really mysterious and wondered where it came from. They discovered
me when they were very very quiet on their own and felt a sort of peace and love they
hadn’t expected.
— Archbishop Rowan

I don’t always understand exactly what my Archbishop is saying. But this time it is clear—the
evidence for God is all around us. The evidence for his presence, his love, his peace permeates the
world in which we live, bringing hope instead of despair, light instead of darkness, and joy (even
when our football team loses!) instead of desolation. Let’s take time to rejoice in the world God has
given us, and his continued presence with us.
— Em Coley
Services in June
Sun 5th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 19th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 12th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Churches Together Pentecost
Celebration Service

Sun 26th 9:30 am Parish Communion
11:00 am All Age Service with Baptism
6:30 pm Compline
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Children’s Church
Activities for children now run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a
family service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
Freewave, a group for ages 10+, meets at the vicarage at 9:25 am on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the
Month.
Craft Mornings
This month, the craft morning will be on Saturday 11th June—bring your children (aged 4–11) and
head home to enjoy the weekend papers!

Churches Together in Kennington
The Church’s Birthday
I wonder whether you have a memorable birthday event that comes to mind? My son has a very
rare chromosome disorder and we didn't know if he was going to live after he was born.
Understandably, then, his first birthday party was a massive celebration. We got together friends
from my previous parish, friends from Kennington, family members and so on and, in the not
particularly auspicious surroundings of the Church Hall
we rejoiced (and continue to rejoice) at his significant life.
What a birthday!
Pentecost is well known as the birthday of the church. God
sent his Holy Spirit as a permanent presence in this world
and equipped Jesus’s followers to spread the good news to
their community and beyond. So perhaps as we think
about the day when we celebrate the Church’s birthday, we
should also think about what the church is for.
The media would have us believe that the church is defunct. But a staggering majority of people
(80% of the population) will enter a church building in the course of a year. For many this is to
experience something of the sacred, the other-worldly of a worship space. For others it is to
commemorate a wedding, a baptism or funeral of a loved one. For others still it is the opportunity
to spend time in prayer, in worship, in the breaking of bread upheld by the fellowship of others.
And it seems to me that the common threads in all of these are the sacred and community. And
perhaps that is the unchanging summary of what the church is for 2,000 years on.
The church exists to bring the community to God, and God to the community. This is done in many
and varied ways—through service, celebration, sacrifice and so on through which the community
experiences something of the love of God; and God’s presence in this world is both revered and
enjoyed.
This year the three village churches intend to mark Pentecost at a service of Celebration on Sunday
12th June in St Swithun’s at 6:30 pm. Whether you are a member of one of these churches, a church
further afield or simply one of the 80% that recognise the significance of church, you are more than
welcome to join this special service. I have no doubt that we can make this a memorable birthday
event.
— Rev Em Coley
4

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
The Revd Rosemary Davies is on Sabbatical leave from 2nd May to 8th August. During that
period all communications should be sent to the Circuit Office at the address below.
Please do not contact the Manse.
Minister:
The Revd Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676

Circuit Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH

Telephone:
01865 243216

SERVICES FOR JUNE
Morning Worship each Sunday at 10:30 am.
Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 19th June at 10:30 am.
Evening Service Sunday 12th June at 6:30 pm in St Swithun’s Parish
Church—United Service of Songs of Praise.
PREACHERS FOR JUNE AT 10:30 am WILL BE:
5th
12th

SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION DAY. Paul Spray, from Oxford.
PENTECOST—WHIT SUNDAY. Mark Platt, from Blewbury.
6:30 pm United Service of Songs of Praise at St Swithun’s Church.

19th

TRINITY SUNDAY. The Revd John Rowland, one of our Supernumerary Ministers from
Kennington. This service includes the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

26th

Dr Alan Turner-Smith, from Ludgershall.

The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 am each Sunday morning, and
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with your
family, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for
newcomers and visitors to the village.
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OTHER DATES FOR JUNE
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.
Tuesday 14th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Wednesday 15th

Short Service of Informal Worship in the Lounge of Edith Court at
10:30 am led by the Revd John Rowland. Do join the residents if you can.

Thursday 16th

The Ecumenical Study & Prayer Group meets at 8 St Swithun’s Road at
2:30 pm. Everyone is warmly welcomed.

Sunday 19th

The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the Mon Choisy Elderly
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY 14th JUNE from 10 am
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.
Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross and Joy Margetts. Do come
along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning out.’
The May Coffee Morning raised £101.78.
The July Coffee Morning will be held Tuesday 12th July at 10 am.
We thank Yvonne, Carole, and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by month
to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship for
everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.
IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private
function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is NOT available for
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
6

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Fairtrade and St Swithun’s School
Within the Kennington Village community, there are many sub-communities, such as the churches,
playgroups and the school. Working towards gaining Fairtrade status has sewn a common thread
that has brought these different organisations together. It has also positioned Kennington in the
global community. Our contributions and efforts ensure that more and more farmers across the
globe are getting a fair price for what they produce, and so improve their standards of living and the
opportunities for their families and communities.
St Swithun’s School community continues their work in supporting Fairtrade. During Fairtrade
Fortnight, the children spent a week engaged in a range of activities to understand what Fairtrade
means and how by choosing to buy products that display the Fairtrade symbol, they can ensure
farmers get a fair price for their work. In addition to learning about where different foods come
from, children also looked at the processes involved in bringing foods and products to our shops. In
Key Stage 2, children were astonished at the many stages that are involved in the production of
clothing. It shocked the children to learn that cotton farmers are amongst the poorest in the world
and about the harsh conditions they work in. They are starting to see that by supporting Fairtrade
we can combat the inequalities and obstacles these farmers and workers face.
The creation of Fairtrade bunting brought the whole school together with the children
demonstrating what they had learned about the importance of buying Fairtrade. In their individual
designs, children showcased the Fairtrade label, highlighted the range of Fairtrade products
available and communicated the positive impact buying Fairtrade products has on farmers in the
developing world. It was wonderful to see the children’s designs displayed at the Kennington
Fairtrade Event.
There are many exciting times ahead for St Swithun’s School in the support of Fairtrade. We have
recently opened a new food technology room and where possible we will use Fairtrade products in
our cooking. The school is also in the early stages of becoming a Fairtrade School, which involves
setting up a steering group, using Fairtrade products as much as possible, bringing Fairtrade into
different areas of the curriculum and promoting Fairtrade in school events wherever possible.
— Lesley Maskell

Flower Festival 15th–17th July
In 2011 Kennington Horticultural Society is celebrating its 70 th anniversary. On the same weekend
St Swithun’s church is celebrating the festival of St Swithun, so together we are holding a Flower
Festival.
We have invited the village organisations to take part by creating a flower arrangement depicting a
Saint (or a vase of flowers). If anyone is interested in adding to the flowers, or in joining us to
arrange flowers, please let me know on 730961. It would be great to fill the church with flowers.
— Alison Peedell.

“The Office”
Kennington Parish Council—Open Office
Saturday 4th June, 10–11 am
Village Centre
Please come along to meet the Clerk and Councillors and
ask questions or make comments on issues in the village.
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Kennington History Society
The History Society’s April event was an illustrated talk by Ruth
Weiberg, entitled “The Neighbours’ Pigs and Running Water.” It
told the story of George Winship, the man that guided Abingdon
into the 20th Century. George was Abingdon’s Borough Surveyor for
more than 40 years. During this time he oversaw Abingdon’s change
from a rural community of the horse and cart, though the advent of
the motor car, up to the end of the 1 st World War. Perhaps George’s
greatest achievement was in providing running water to the homes of
the Town’s residents. This was cleverly done by pumping water from
an artesian well, which was located on the site now occupied by the
Town’s War Memorial, up to the top of the County Hall (pictured),
from where it supplied the Town’s homes and businesses by gravity.
Ruth showed us pictures of the special pumping machine designed
and built to do this work, which is still in situ in the basement of the
County Hall.
The Society’s May talk was given by retired Police Office and local resident, Geoff Rose and was
entitled ‘The Plot to Kidnap Lord Nuffield . This really was a little gem with Geoff recounting in
great detail the story of an outrageous conspiracy to kidnap for reward Oxford’s most famous
industrialist. A packed hall was told that this 1930’s Chicago style plot, which seems so out of
character with Oxford’s dreaming spires, was thwarted when the main perpetrator was arrested by
armed police officers in the Cowley Road, following a tip-off from his accomplice.
‘this month’
The Society’s next event will be on Monday 20th June in the Methodist Church at 7:45 pm when
we see the return of popular local historian Martin Way, who this time is to give a talk entitled,
‘What a Century: A History of the Settlement of Carterton and the early days of RAF Brize
Norton.’
Next month’s Chronicle will include details of the events planned for after the summer break.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50
‘summer visit’
To repeat last month‘s notice, the History Society’s annual coach trip this year is to be to
Chichester and will be on Thursday 22nd September. Why not come with us and see the great
Cathedral set in this delightful walled city. And ‘for the shoppers’ its attractive retail centre, which
includes many individual small shops.
The cost is £12 for Members and £14 for Non-Members. You can still book one of the remaining
seats by contacting the Treasurer on 01865 730321 or the Chairman on 01865 739208.
As in previous years, the coach will pick up from the Bus Stops on the west side of the main road
starting at Manor Grove at 9:30 am and returning to Kennington at 7:00 pm.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.
George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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Kennington Festival Group
We are looking for new members. Anyone over 60 is welcome to come along and see what we do.
We are a friendly group of people who enjoy meeting for a chat and cup of tea with cakes.
If you enjoy a game of Bingo or Scrabble then this is the place for you.
Our next meetings are on Mondays:
•

6th June, 2 pm: Lunch cancelled

•

20th June: Lunch at 12 noon for Members followed by usual meeting

•

4th July, 2 pm: Strawberry Tea

Do you know anyone who could come and entertain us for ½ hour at 2 pm before our usual
activities? We would love to hear from you…
If you require transport or need more information please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or email
mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Blood Donation in Kennington
WHAT:

Blood Donation Session

WHERE: Village Hall
WHEN:

Wednesday 22nd June, 1:30–3:30 pm & 4:15–7:30 pm
For further information or to book an appointment to attend this session,
please call 0300 123 23 23 or visit www.blood.co.uk.
Do something amazing—Give Blood & Save a Life

Best Kept Garden Competition
Kennington Parish Council
Judging for the short-list of the Best Kept Garden Competition will be
held on the evening of Friday 8th July. The finalists will be decided on
Saturday 9th July.
All the front gardens and businesses in the village will be judged in the
following categories.


Dr Geoffrey Blackman Cup for the Best Kept Garden



Best Single Container or Basket



Best Business Premises

Cream Tea and Cake Extravaganza
Headway Oxfordshire is holding a Cream Tea and Cake Extravaganza in the grounds of the Good
Shepherd Church, 4 Bagley Wood Road, on Friday 24th June from 1 pm.
Everyone is invited to come along and enjoy tea or fresh coffee, and sample homemade fresh cream
and strawberry jam scones—in return for a small donation towards Headway.
This is an ideal opportunity to meet the staff, volunteers and members of Headway and find our
more about our work in support of people affected by an acquired brain injury.
Further details from Carole Newbigging, 01865 326263, or carole@headway-oxford.org.uk.
13

Computer Scams
I have had two calls in as many weeks from scam artists who would like to hijack my computer.
In this scam, the caller claims either that he has had notification that your computer has a virus, or
that he wants to check whether you have a virus on your computer. The scammer may also claim to
be calling from or for Microsoft.
If you go along with it and you use the Windows operating system (so far, Mac and
Linux systems are safe, but that could change), what in fact will happen is that the
scammer will pretend to clear one or more viruses from your computer; but he will
plant some malware—probably something that will try to catch your credit card
details as you shop or your passwords as you sign into your bank. Identity-theft is
another possible reason for this scam.
The scammers work from outside the UK and despite best efforts cannot be brought to book; callerID may not show the calling number or it may show a false one.
The best thing to do is to hang up when they call. Don’t get into a conversation; don’t even say
“Good bye;” just hang up.
If you have already received such a call, did not realise what they were up to, and followed their
instructions, please contact a computer expert straight away to clean your machine; change all your
passwords (using a clean computer); and, if you have done any financial on-line transactions, watch
your bank statement and credit card purchases very, very carefully—daily, if possible.
— Paddy Landau

Children’s Author’s Talk
Kennington Library
Wednesday 1st June, 11 am.
The Friends of Kennington Library are delighted to welcome

Dennis Hamley
Author of several children’s books, a member of Oxford Writers, and
a teacher of Creative Writing courses at Oxford University Continuing
Education.
Dennis will present and read from his books and explain why he likes
writing for children, and how he does so. An event for all the family
during the half term holiday.

Refreshments kindly provided by Friends of Kennington Library
For more information contact Kennington Library 01867 730763

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
Please remember to fill in the Kennington Diary (in the Post Office)
and send us your entries for both July and August in time for the July edition.
Deadlines: Friday 10th June for adverts and Wednesday 15th June for articles.
14
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Parish Council Matters
May 2011 Meeting
Minutes available online. See page 18.
At the first meeting of the new council, the
members’ first task was to elect a Chairman.
Cllr Peter Biggs was chosen to serve for
another year and Cllr Colin Charlett was reelected as Vice-Chairman. The members coopted two people to the vacancies following the
election. There were four applicants and after a
series of votes the two people who were
successful were Roger Gelder and Paddy
Landau.
The schedule of work for the coming year was
discussed. The Amenities Committee would be
busy as they would be responsible for the
following:
•

To decide if more salt bins should be
purchased and if so where they would be
placed.

•

To decide which type of notice boards to
purchase and which ones to replace.

•

To arrange for a water supply at the War
Memorial.

•

To decide how to protect the verge opposite
the War Memorial.

•

To arrange to monitor the grass cutting
contract.

It was decided to set up working parties to
develop an Emergency Plan and to respond to
the anticipated Library Consultation from
Oxfordshire County Council on the future of
Kennington Library. There was a long
discussion on the monthly Saturday Office. It
had not been well attended in the last year. It
was hoped that a larger advert would remind
people to use the service.
The Statement of Accounts and the summary
income and expenditure financial statement
were also considered and approved. The
documents would be available for inspection in
June.
The Parish Council had been asked about its
views on a proposal from Sovereign Vale
Housing Association to install a bench on the

north corner of Manor Grove and The Avenue.
The members of the Parish Council wanted the
views of the neighbours so the Clerk distributed
letters to the householders on the corner of
Manor Grove and The Avenue and opposite at
Fairways. She had two telephone calls from
residents as a result of the letters. They both
objected strongly to placing a bench in the
position indicated. They commented that there
was already a bench in the area which attracted
late night noise and that it would cause more
problems for the neighbours. The members
decided unanimously that they would thank the
Housing Association for the offer but asked if
they could not go ahead with the project as it
was not supported locally.
Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council
Flag Days 2011
June
2nd Coronation Day
10th Birthday of the Duke of Edinburgh
11th Official Celebration of Her Majesty’s
Birthday
July
15th St Swithun’s Day
17th Birthday of The Duchess of Cornwall
Dates of Council Meetings
June 2011
The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 9th June at 7:30 pm.
Pam’s Office is Saturday 4th June 10–11 am.
The Planning Committee meets
Tuesday 21st June at 8:00 pm.
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan as they have only 21 days to
send in their comments. Therefore please
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you
receive notification to ensure the Parish
Council members are aware of any neighbour
objections. Plans can be viewed by
arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
All meetings are held in the Village Centre
and are open to the public.
To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Link WI
May 2011 Meeting
Resolutions are always an important part of our meetings in May and this year there
were two for our consideration. The first related to The abhorrence of factory
farming, particularly of large animals—this was considered with care as the President guided us
through the pros and cons in the literature provided. The second Resolution was of special interest
as it asked for HM Government to maintain support for local libraries, a wish we are all
familiar with in Kennington. After some discussion voting took place and both Resolutions were
passed.
Other business matters had been attended to earlier in the meeting. Orders were taken for News &
Views. An appeal had been received from KOA for haberdashery items and there was an invitation
to participate in the forthcoming village flower festival. A WI delegate would be welcome at the
Parish Council Web Team Meeting. Toiletries are still wanted for the village fête in June.
A beautiful flowering plant graced the President’s Table. This had been donated by Mrs Garlick and
was later given to Mrs Ruth King.
After a welcome cup of tea everyone enjoyed a short light-hearted beetle drive and this provided a
cheerful end to the meeting.
The next meeting will be on 1st June when Mais Appleton will give a talk on ACWW.
Contributions for the SALES TABLE will be much appreciated, and please bring any FOREIGN
COINS that you are willing to donate to ACWW.

Kennington and District United Church Choirs
Details of the Choirs’ two performances of Mendelssohn’s Elijah in Faringdon and Oxford are not
available at the time of writing this article. We will print them next month.
The Choirs are now rehearsing The Mikado by Gilbert & Sullivan for four concerts at the end of
June and the beginning of July. Rehearsals are held each Friday evening in the Methodist Church
Hall in Upper Road 7:45–10 pm. If you would like to come and join the singers, you would be
made most welcome. There are no subscriptions and no auditions. Library copies are available. Two
of the four concerts will be in Kennington at the beginning of July; details will be in July’s
Chronicle. If you enjoy singing, do come along any Friday evening. You can get all the details from
Trevor Cowlett on Oxford 735885, or visit the Choir website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.
You will enjoy yourselves!

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
➢

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and
in the Kennington Library.

➢

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

➢

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Go to On-line Archives.

➢

Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: Young Farmers’ Rally; ORCC News Bulletin; Parish Council Minutes
(Meeting, Finance).
18

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

19

20

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Overseas Aid
What a month we have in store—something for all Kenningtonians!

First up – Sunday 12th June:
The Bagley Wood
Fun Run and Walk
See pages 23 & 24 and fill in your
entry form today and save money.
This is such a great way for
villagers of all ages and athletic
ability to explore the delights of Bagley Wood—enjoy
great company and a super atmosphere! If you do forget
to send your form, well, you can turn up on the day.

Saturday 18th June: Grand Fête with Silent Auction
The proceeds are shared between St Swithun’s School, St Swithun’s
Church and the KOA project. The programme, with our valued
sponsors’ advertisements, will be delivered at the end of May; but
there are plenty of New Attractions including a Penalty
Shoot-Out competition for children (with prizes and
trophies), children’s mask-making exhibition with
prizes, a Jungle Juice Bar and more.
Make your Own Tools
Adrian and Heather Rosser, who worked for many years
in Ghana, will help you make your own tools with which you can make
more tools—a great learning experience for the children. Jon Dunkley, from Tools for Self
Reliance, will be there to demonstrate how they restore donated old tools. He will be happy to talk
about their education and training programmes. James Leonard will start collecting tools you wish
to donate. (Please see www.koa.org.uk for details.)
Also new—Have your portrait sketched by Weimin He
Weimin He is the artist who had the first exhibition in the new Ashmolean. He is now the
University’s artist in residence at the Radcliffe Observatory Quarter. Last year he sketched with
children at the Fête. His wonderful Ashmolean show included many portraits of builders and
museum staff. If you or a member of your family would like to have a portrait sketched by Weimin,
look at our time plan on our web site www.koa.org.uk. You can contact me (Sylvia Vetta, 739071),
Clive Rodgers (739447), or email portrait@koa.org.uk to book a 15-minute spot. If there are any
spaces left, then you will have a chance on the day at the bargain price of £10 (Weimin’s prints
usually cost over £200).
The Silent Auction
You can bring along items for sale in the morning. If you would like part of the proceeds for the
item you enter in the Auction, you can put a reserve price and, providing someone bids at least that
amount, that is the amount of money you will receive—any surplus goes towards fête proceeds. If
you have put a reserve price, we do appreciate it if you return at 3:15 to collect either your money
or to retrieve your lot. Items donated but not sold, we usually keep for the KOA Shop.
continued overleaf/…
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Please help with contributions to stalls
Please bring donations of plants, books, DVDs, toys, cakes, white elephant, costume jewellery etc.
to the fête grounds in the morning any time from 9 am.

Friday 1st July: Wine and Cheese Party
This delightful event often feels like a well-kept secret but it really is open to anyone. The hosts this
year are Linda & Richard Marshall. Many
Chronicle readers will know them in other
contexts. Until this month, Linda has worked
at the Health Centre, and you may have
encountered Richard as ‘Mr Autoserve.’ They
live at 93 Upper Road and, from 7:30 pm,
their delightful garden will be abuzz with
people enjoying wine and non-alcoholic
drinks in good company. The garden is
wheelchair friendly. As well as a great spread
of cheese, there will be plants for sale, a raffle
with super prizes and a chance to buy copies
of the charming cards Linda has displayed in
the Health Centre. Tickets are only £5 from
Linda (730798).

CAN YOU HELP?
KOA is now in its 43rd year and has provided good entertainment and a chance for people of every
age and background to get to know each other in a common cause. Through KOA, Kennington
residents have changed the lives of tens of thousands of people in deprived parts of the world.
There are active supporters still contributing after 43 years, but we always need new ideas and
helpers. If you are interested in helping in any way, why not call Halcyon or me (Sylvia)? We could
still do with some extra help at the Fête, the Shop and Band Concert. For the Fête please ring
Marilyn on 326519. Marilyn is also generously organising the shop this year.

KOA SHOP: 1st–27th August
The KOA shop is almost an institution
—a great place to meet, mix and search
for bargains. We have sadly lost a great
shop volunteer, Anne Skinner, to cancer.
Some helpers have moved away and
others are sick so we need more
volunteers to work in the shop this
August. If you have a few hours to spare
each week, can you please ring Dilys
Cale on 7397740?
Thanks to all the village for your support, and we hope some of you may consider joining the teams
who organise our super programme—including four popular musical events in July and September:
Kids for KOA, The Mikado, The Kennington (Oxford) Band and Charity Opera. Details on
our website.
Halcyon Leonard (452783)
KOA Chair
22

www.koa.org.uk

Sylvia Vetta (739071)
Vice Chair
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

KOA: Bagley Wood Fun Run & Walk (entry form overleaf)
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KOA Bagley Wood Fun Run & Walk Entry Form
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Kennington Library Newsletter
June 2011, no more bank holidays for a while… for the student it means no more time for revision,
exam days have arrived… so we wish Good Luck to all our local students and especially to Freya at
Matthew Arnold School, our Saturday volunteer for the past two years.
June is also the coming of summer and everyone is looking forward to the village fête, fun run &
walk, and garden parties with BBQ food…
In the library June should be the first month of the public consultation about the library service.
Please keep yourself informed by visiting us at the library, and why not take the opportunity to
borrow a book or many (up to 20) or rent a film; we have large selection of DVD’s starting at £1.25
for a whole week.
We will always do our best for our readers, thank you for your support.
Finally with the support of The Friends of Kennington Library, What’s On in Kennington Library in
June :
•

Wednesday 1st: Children’s author Dennis Hamley (page 14).

•

Wednesday 15th will have Rhymetimes. June is the anniversary month of Book Trust, the
charity that runs Bookstart. Their logo is a blue bear, which is why it will be great if every
child brings a teddy or any other favourite soft toy that day (details below).

We are looking forward to seeing you soon.
Dominique, Marie-Christine and Lyndsay
Opening hours
Mon 2–5:30 pm; Wed 10 am–12:30 pm; Fri 2–7 pm; Sat 10 am–1 pm.
Kennington Library 01865 730763 — www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Rhymetime
Wednesday 15th June, 10:45–11:15 am.
All Aboard! babies and toddlers with their teddies, to
sing along with Isobel and Dominique some English
and French rhymes Bookstart Week Special.
Free refreshments kindly provided by
The Friends of Kennington Library.

All children under 10 must be accompanied by an adult carer.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.

Did you receive your postal vote in the recent elections?
Returning officer David Buckle has commissioned an independent review of the conduct of the
recent local elections and AV referendum, including the apparently higher-than-usual non-delivery
of postal votes. Royal Mail needs specific details of non-delivery for its investigation.
If were you registered for a postal vote in the recent elections but it did not arrive by polling day,
please contact David Buckle, Returning Officer, at postalvotes@southandvale.gov.uk or South
Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils Benson Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford,
Wallingford, Oxon, OX10 8ED.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: April 2011

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events
Tuesday 21st June: Evening visit to Rousham Gardens.
Situated about 12 miles north of Oxford, this visit will be by private car with some members
providing transport for those who have none. Rousham Gardens has many features including ponds
and cascades, herbaceous borders, small parterre, pigeon house and espalier apple trees. A fine herd
of rare Long-Horn cattle are to be seen in the park. The gardens are being opened by special
arrangement.
Meet in the Health Centre car park for departure at 6 pm. Cost including wine & nibbles provided
by the Society is £10 per head, payable when booking. Places can be booked with the treasurer on
730961. Please indicate if you can provide or require transport.
15th–17th July: Festival of Flowers in the Church of St Swithun
Further details of this event, which marks the 70 th anniversary of the founding of Kennington
Horticultural Society, appears on page 9.
Sunday 7th August: Cambridge Botanic Gardens
Places can now be reserved for this coach outing. Cambridge Botanic Gardens is a heritage-listed
garden opened in 1846 through the vision and drive of Professor John Henslow, mentor to Charles
Darwin. Today the garden is a showcase for over 8,000 plant species from around the world,
including nine National Plant Collections, all immaculately displayed within a fine arboretum. As
well as visiting the garden there will be time for a stroll around Cambridge centre. Bookings can be
made with the treasurer on 730961. The all inclusive cost is £17 per person payable at the time of
booking. The coach will depart Manor Grove at 8 am calling at bus stops through the village.
Estimated return is 7 pm.
Last month we announced that Yarnton Garden Centre will give members 10% discount on
garden products on presentation of your membership card at the time of payment.
We have now secured a further discount option through Abingdon Garden Plants, situated at
the rear of Lodge Hill garage, off the old A34. The opening, just a couple of months ago, is a
new venture for Frances Pool, who will give 10% discount to members producing their 2011–
2012 membership card.

Campaign to Save the Kennington Library
Updates
As we go to press, we have no significant updates. However, by the time you read this, the formal
consultation should have started.
Help! (Just a little)
The group needs occasional help from volunteers. If you are able to give some of your time, even if
it is not much, we would appreciate it. Please contact me if you think you might be able to help.
— Paddy Landau — savekenningtonlibrary.blogspot.com — savekl2011@gmail.com
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre
Linda Marshall has completed her last session at the surgery. She has been a valued member of the
team in various roles across the years and she will be missed. We all wish her well in her
retirement.
Last month I reported that Debbie Hill will be taking over as our full time healthcare assistant.
Unfortunately there is more change and Debbie is unable to undertake all the hours. We are
currently looking for a new member of the team but in the meantime Ruth Dodd will help us out
most Mondays and Tuesdays.
We understand the frustration you have when we have to call you and cancel an appointment. We
do not do this lightly and it is always as a last resort when we cannot get a locum to stand in.
Unfortunately our staff sometimes get sick as well.
Sometime this month we wish to launch a Patient Participation Group. We are interested in your
views and concerns and wish to develop a plan which we can all work on to improve services.
Please note that this is not a forum for individuals to make specific complaints but a group of
committed individuals who are willing to meet and discuss the way forward taking into
consideration the constraints we all work under. To make this group work we need a cross-section
of individuals from all aspects of the community—young, old, male, female, long-term conditions,
all backgrounds, etc. If you are interested in becoming a member of this group then please ask to
speak to the practice manager for more details.
Usual reminder about repeat prescriptions: Please give us at least 48 working hours notice, and be
accurate with the details and the form of the medication e.g. tablet or cream.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
Did you know: You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website.

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements.
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 41).
Ann Skinner
Graeme, Lisa, Zoe and Jeremy Skinner thank all “The Girls” who put on such a lovely spread
following the service of celebration and thanksgiving for the life of Ann Skinner on Monday 18 th
April at St Swithun’s Church. It was wonderful to meet so many of Ann’s friends and hear their
reflections about the activities and interests she was involved in around Kennington and beyond.
We also thank Reverend Em Coley for conducting the service, and the members of the
Oxfordshire Fire Service for their assistance and attendance at the Crematorium.
— Lisa Skinner

Pat’s Monday Coffee Mornings
The Monday walkers and others who attend my open mornings in the Jasmine Cottage for Tea &
Biscuits will be pleased to know that your charitable donations have already totalled £150.
Recipient Simon House has sent a letter saying, “Thank you and all involved for this generous
gift.”
— Pat Ball
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Village Diary
June 2011
Kennington Link WI: ACCW
Pam’s Office
Festival Group
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Overseas Aid Family Fun Run Day: 735995
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Short Service
Ecumenical Study & Prayer Group
Kennington Overseas Aid Grand Fête: 01865 326519

Wed
Sat
Mon
Wed
Thu
Sun
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat

1
4
6
8
9
12
14
15
16
18

Sun

19 Service

Festival Group
Kenn. History Society: Carterton & early Brize Norton
Kenn. Horticultural Society Evening: Rousham Gardens
21
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
23 Kenn. Horticultural Society: 5-day trip Norfolk Gardens
24 Headway Oxford: Cream Tea & Cake Extravaganza
Good Shepherd Church

Mon 20
Tue
Thu
Fri

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Forest Side
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
8 St Swithun’s Road
St Swithun’s Church
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall

2:15 pm
10–11 am
2–4 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
11 am
10 am–12 noon
10:30 am
2:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
8 pm
1 pm

July 2011
Fri
Sat
Mon

1 KOA Cheese & Wine Party
2 Pam’s Office
4 Festival Group
KOA Band Concert (452763)
Wed 6
Kennington Link WI: World of Bees
Fri
8
United Church Choir: Mikado (735885)
Sat
9
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Tue 12
Parish Council Planning
Wed 13 Kennington WI
Thu 14 Parish Council Meeting
Fri 15 Kids for KOA Concert (736040)
Sun

17 Service

Mon 18 Festival Group
Tue 19 Trefoil Guild Burger Bash
Mon 1
Tue
2
Sun
7
Tue
9
Sat 20
Sun

21

Mon 22
Tue 23

01865 730798
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church
Methodist Hall

10–11 am
2–4 pm
7:30 pm
2:15 pm

Methodist Hall

7:30 pm

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall

10 am–12 noon
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7–9 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
10 am

August 2011
KOA Shop Open until month-end (326519)
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Kennington Horticultural Society: Coach to Cambridge Botanic Gardens
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Hall
Pam’s Office
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Service
Kirlena House
Kennington WI Coffee Morning
Village Centre
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre

10 am
8 pm
10 am–12 noon
10–11 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
10 am–12 noon
8 pm

The Village Diary is in the Post Office. Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
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