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The Transforming Summer
I love the summer. In fact I think I was made for it. The summer seems to transform things. Longer
evenings make for more time to chill with a glass (or two) of wine on the patio. Warmer weather
makes for a much quicker start in the morning, and it’s easier to get up with the promise of a day
with some sunshine and fresh air. And somehow going on holiday transforms everything—the
seaside seems to slow everything down so there’s ample time to enjoy an ice-cream, a BBQ, the
rock-pools, a leisurely chat, a good book, a brisk dip in the sea, and a sneaky snooze! After a spell
in the sun I feel like a different person.
And so transformation seemed like a fitting theme for the church’s holiday club this year. On
Wednesday 24th, Thursday 25th and Friday 26th August we will launch ‘Waste Watchers.’ It is a
holiday club that seeks to think about the way in which God has transformed this world; bringing
light instead of darkness, healing when there has been disease, and life instead of death. I believe
God longs to transform all of our lives, and offers us life in all its fullness. But we have a role too in
caring for this world and ‘Waste Watchers’ helps us think about the role we have in using the
world’s resources. “God created a good and beautiful world that has been spoiled. But part of what
it means to be human is to take seriously our responsibilities to the environment, recognising the
beauty of God’s earth and helping keep it beautiful.” (from the Waste Watchers book SU, 2006)
My hope and prayer is that we will all find the summer renewing and refreshing. May we all have
time to be transformed by the sun (!), a little rest, and the company of good people. But may we too
remember the responsibilities we have in caring for the Earth and may the transformation of the
summer remind us of the need to preserve and protect this beautiful world.
If you would like more information about Waste Watchers or would like to book your child aged 4–
11 into the club please email emcoley@me.com or call 735135.
— Em Coley
Services in July
Sun 3rd 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh
Sun 10th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 24th 9:30 am Parish Communion
11:00 am All Age Service with Baptism
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 31st 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:00 pm Songs of Praise, St James the
Sun 17th 9:30 am Celebration Service for all the
Less, Radley
Village
5:00 pm Praise Service
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Services in August
Sun 7th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh
Sun 14th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 21st 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 28th 9:30 am Parish Communion
11:00 am All Age Service: Celebration
of Waste Watchers
6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church
Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a family
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome. Freewave, a
group for ages 10+, meets at the vicarage at 9:25 am on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the Month.
Craft Mornings
This month, the craft morning will be Saturday 9th July, 10 am–12 noon—bring your children (aged
4–11) and head home to enjoy the weekend papers! (There will be no craft morning in August.)

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
The Revd Rosemary Davies is on Sabbatical leave from 2nd May to 22nd August. During that
period all communications should be sent to the Circuit Office at the address below.
Please do not contact the Manse.
Minister:
The Revd Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX
01865 763676

Circuit Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH
01865 243216

SERVICES FOR JULY
Morning Worship each Sunday at 10:30 am.
Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 17th July and 21st August at
10:30 am.
PREACHERS FOR JULY AT 10:30 am WILL BE:
3rd

METHODIST CONFERENCE SUNDAY. Joanna Tulloch, from Headington.

10th

ACTION FOR CHILDREN SUNDAY. Derek Lyseight-Jones, Head Teacher, Penhurst
School, Chipping Norton.

17th

The Revd John Rowland, one of our Supernumerary Ministers from Kennington. This
service includes the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

24th

Jennifer Thompson, from Chalgrove.

31st

CAFÉ CHURCH. Deacon Stephen Richardson & Andrew Dunsdon.
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PREACHERS FOR AUGUST AT 10:30 am WILL BE:
7th

David Harper, from Long Hanborough.

14th

Heidi Cottrell, from Wallingford.

21st

The Revd Dr. Martin Wellings, our Superintendent Minister. This service includes the
Sacrament of Holy Communion.

28th

Graham Kirby, from Kidlington.

The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 am each Sunday morning, and
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with your
family, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for
newcomers and visitors to the village.
OTHER DATES FOR JULY & AUGUST
EVERY SUNDAY

The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.

Tuesdays 12th July
& 9th August

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Wednesday 20th
July

Short Service of Informal Worship in the Lounge of Edith Court at
10:30 am led by the Revd John Rowland. Do join the residents if you can.
There will be NO service in August.

The Ecumenical Study & Prayer Group meets at 8 St Swithun’s Road at
Thursday 21 July 2:30 pm. Everyone is warmly welcomed. Details for August are not yet
available.
st

Sundays 17th July
& 21st August

The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the Mon Choisy Elderly
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next two Coffee Mornings and Bring & Buy
will be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAYS 12th JULY & 9th
AUGUST from 10 am onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards
Church Projects.
Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross and Joy Margetts. Do come
along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning out.’
The June Coffee Morning raised £133.50.
The September Coffee Morning will be held Tuesday 13th September at 10 am.
We thank Yvonne, Carole, and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by month
to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship for
everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.
IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private
function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is NOT available for
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.
5

The Good Shepherd Church
Bagley Wood Road
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Churches Together in Kennington
The Archbishop of Canterbury is not known for the simplicity of his
writing. However I was recently given a copy of a delightful letter
that he wrote to a six-year old who had asked him the question,
“How did God get invented?” He replied as if God himself was
writing, and he said this:
“Nobody invented me, but lots of people discovered me and were
quite surprised. They discovered me when they looked around the world and thought it was really
beautiful and really mysterious and wondered where it came from. They discovered me when they
were very very quiet on their own and felt a sort of peace and love they hadn’t experienced. Then
they invented ideas about me—some of them sensible and some of them not very sensible. From
time to time I sent them some hints—specially in the life of Jesus—to help them get closer to what
I’m really like. But there was nothing around before me to invent me. Rather like someone who
writes a story in a book. I started making up the story of the world and eventually invented human
beings like you who could ask me awkward questions!”
I don’t know whether Lulu, the six-year old, was satisfied with this response, but it does seem to
encapsulate with extraordinary simplicity what many people have attempted to say in the course of
writing many books. I hope that many of the readers of the Chronicle will manage a holiday of
some kind during the next two months, and this letter seems an excellent pointer to what ‘holidays’
were originally about, and perhaps should be still. Certainly they were meant for enjoyment, but
above all as spaces in which, looking outward, the beauty and mystery of the world could be
appreciated, and, looking inward, people could discover those hints of God which are to be found in
the depths of our being. The biggest Hint of all that God has given us, the life of Jesus, encourages
us to go in both directions; to ‘consider the lilies of the field’ and to discover that ‘the kingdom of
God is within you.’
The Archbishop ends by speculating that God would send Lulu ‘lots of love.’ He is, of course, on
firm ground. That is just what God has indeed done. As I write this, the Church has just brought to a
conclusion its annual round of celebration not only of the life of Jesus, but also of his death out of
love for us, and his resurrection.
— Fr Paul King
6
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TV digital switch-over
In September, the remaining few analogue TV channels will switch over to digital. These are
BBC 2 on the 14th, and BBC 1, ITV, Channel 4 and Channel 5 (on the 28th).
If you already use satellite, cable or Freeview, you already use digital and this should not affect
you. If, however, you use ordinary analogue signals, you need digital-ready equipment. This can be
either a TV that accepts digital signals, or a device that converts digital to analogue for your TV.
ORCC and Digital TV are providing help and equipment to eligible people who do not already have
digital-ready TV. You are eligible if any of the following apply:
•
•
•
•

You are aged 75 or older.
You have lived in a care home for six months or longer.
You are registered blind or partially sighted.
You get, or could get, certain disability benefits.

The cost is £40, or free for people in receipt of benefits. If you are eligible, you should have already
received a letter.
For more information, contact Jayne Bullock, ORCC, on 01865 883488 or orcc@oxonrcc.org.uk.

Friends of Kennington Cancer Fund
Our thanks to Rev Em Coley for leading our remembrance service in St Swithun’s, and all who
attended. The collection was £300.00.
Our Summer Fête on Saturday 30th July will also be in the grounds of St Swithun’s, and we hope
everyone will join us for an afternoon of fun and games, and sample our cream teas.
Sunday 4th September the Tandem Golf Society is putting on a tournament for our fund—see
page 35.
Sunday 11th September we shall be selling cakes (all homemade) and coffee & tea at County Hall,
Oxford, in conjunction with the Oxford Open Days.
Saturday 24th September we have our Ladies Shoe Sale in the Village Centre.
We end our year on Saturday 5th November with the Christmas Bazaar. Our thanks to all who
support us.
— Pearl Livett

KOA Fun Run
Thanks to all those who took part in the this year’s KOA Fun Run.
The Nature and Wildlife quiz answers were: 1: Bananas. 2: Cotton Plant. 3: Cacoa plant producing
chocolate. 4: 7 Elephants. 5: Rubber Plant. 6: Crocodile. 7: Sugar Cane. 8: Oil. 9: Senegal Parrott.
10: Pineapple. 11: 37%. 12: Green turtle. 13: Mahogany. 14: Horses. 15: Baobab. 16: Leopard. 17:
Frazer Eagle Owl.
The winning prize, a book of wildlife photographs, was won by Kath Suckling.

Kennington Swimming Club is just beginning its 28th year and would welcome
new members to join us. We have three family swimming sessions a week at
Radley College. For more information look us up on www.kennington.org or
phone Kath on 01865 739788, and come along for a free swim.
9

Kennington Festival Group
We are looking for new members
Anyone over 60 is welcome to come along and see what we do. We meet every other
Monday in the Village Centre, 2–4 pm. We are a friendly group of people who enjoy
meeting for a chat and cup of tea with cakes.
We have a short Bingo session for those who enjoy it; another small group plays Scrabble.
Is there anyone who would like to come and entertain us for half an hour or run another
activity? We would be very interested to hear from you.
Our next meetings are on Mondays 2–4 pm:
July
4th (Strawberry Tea) & 18th
August
1st, 15th & 29th (bank holiday)
September 12th
If you require transport or need more information please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or
email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Charity Murder Mystery Dinner
Oxford Spires, Four Pillars Hotel, Abingdon Road, Oxford, OX1 4PS
Friday 22nd July from 7 pm
Three-course Dinner and Charity Raffle raising funds for Headway Oxfordshire
During dinner you will be presented with a chilling Sherlock Holmes Murder Mystery to
discuss and solve with others. The evening promises intrigue and great fun! Various
prizes will be awarded throughout the evening.
Tickets £40 per person. Please contact Carole Newbigging at Headway Oxfordshire, 4 Bagley
Wood Road, Kennington, OX1 5PL, telephone 01865 326263.

Kennington Oxford Artweeks
www.kenningtonartists.co.uk
Thank you all who came to Oxford Artweeks in the Church Hall this year. We
had a fantastic turnout again, which makes it all worthwhile. We raised just
over £60 for the church, through donations and a raffle.
Pat Moon sold her painting of Aslan the Lion (pictured [centre] with the new
owner, Dr Charles Swaisland [right],
and Steve Knight, a supporter of
Born Free), to raise funds for The
Born Free Foundation (wild animal
rescue), which rescued Aslan from a
slum zoo.
We intend to hold a Christmas Art Fair in November,
where you will be able to buy original hand-crafted gifts,
at affordable prices.
Keep your eyes open for dates of upcoming events on our
website www.kenningtonartists.co.uk. We will shortly be
establishing a mailing list, to help keep you informed of all our activities; you will be able to sign
up on our website.
10
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Jack & Jill Club
Jack and Jill Club is Kennington’s own preschool music group for babies, toddlers and preschool
children, with a parent or carer. It has been held in the Community Room at St. Swithun’s School or
the Meeting Room in Kennington Village Centre since 1988. For almost all of that time I have run
it either in conjunction with Shirley Jones, now retired, or as
the sole tutor. It was part of Oxfordshire County Council’s
Community Education programme, but is now run
independently, and is not linked to any other organisation or
franchise. This means that the programme can be adapted to
the needs and interests of those attending, and it makes it a
very rewarding and enjoyable activity for all concerned.
The time is approaching when retirement looms for me. Is there anyone in or connected with
Kennington who would be interested in taking over as the tutor? This could be on your own or in
conjunction with me over the next year. You would need to be confident in leading the singing,
have a good knowledge of, or be prepared to get to know, a broad repertoire of songs and rhymes
for young children, and be able to develop a rapport with the participating adults and children alike.
There are instruments and other items available to use with the group.
Jack and Jill Club will be continuing in September 2011. Please contact me if you want to discuss
its future. I look forward to hearing from anyone interested in becoming involved and continuing
this valuable and fun activity in Kennington.
Isobel Birse

isobel.birse@gmail.com

07843 755564

Cutting down on junk mail

Some people enjoy receiving junk mail, and others do not. If you are fed up with junk mail and
wish to stop it, here are two simple ways.
Cut down on addressed mail with the Mailing Preference Service (MPS)
Register for FREE with the MPS, who will arrange for your details to be taken off the mailing lists
of companies who send unsolicited mail. They can also remove the details of a previous occupant
of your address. Up to 95% of unwanted addressed mail can be stopped with MPS.
To register, or for more details, go to www.mpsonline.org.uk, email mps@dma.org.uk or call
020 7291 3310.
Cut down on unaddressed mail with Royal Mail
Royal Mail delivers about 25% of the total volume of unaddressed mail in the UK. To opt out of
receiving door-to-door mail items, email: optout@royalmail.com, or write to Freepost
RRBT-ZBXB-TTTS, Royal Mail Door-to-Door Opt Outs, Kingsmead House, Oxpens Road,
Oxford, OX1 1RX. They will send an opt-out form to your address, which you must sign and
return.
Please be aware that Royal Mail will still deliver mail addressed to “The Occupier”, and they
cannot separate material you don’t want from mail that you do want (such as your local council’s
publications).
Opting out also means that no-one at the address will receive unaddressed items.
13

Coffee Morning
KENNINGTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
invites you to a
COFFEE MORNING
Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road — MONDAY 22ND AUGUST from 10 am
RAFFLE — SALES TABLE — ALL VERY WELCOME

Kennington Overseas Aid 2011
KOA Singing & Running in the Rain
Following the May drought, 12th June was the date when the crops were
watered and for the first time in many years the rain poured down on our
annual Fun Run through Bagley Wood. However this did not dampen people’s
enthusiasm and a wonderful crowd of people turned up and took part. KOA
says a big ‘thank you’ to everyone who ran or walked and helped to raise
money for Tools for Self Reliance. There is a large group of people who put in
a lot of work in planning the event and the fact that so many loyal supporters
turned out in the rain was the best reward for their efforts. So thank you
everyone! As I write, I look anxiously at the forecast for the forthcoming fête.
What does July have in store?
The ever popular Kennington (Oxford) Band will play at our annual Strawberry Concert on
Wednesday 6th July at 7:30 pm; but please note the change of venue. Since there is a weekly
Wednesday booking at The Methodist Church, this year’s Band Concert is in the grounds of St
Swithun’s Church (inside should it rain). Tickets (£5; concessions £4) are available in advance from
Halcyon and on the gate on the day.
Do support the wonderful KIDS for KOA concert in the Village Centre on Friday 15 th July 7–9 pm
(£3; accompanied children free). Come along and encourage the future community of the village
and enjoy their music and dance. For further info contact Jill and Christian Bradley 736040.
Last but not least, full details of the Kennington United Choirs concert for KOA—The Mikado
Friday 8th & Saturday 9th at 7:30 pm—is in their slot in The Chronicle but we are using this
opportunity to thank Trevor Cowlett (735885) and the Choir for their amazing support. Thanks to
their anonymous donor, the choir is by far the biggest contributor to KOA. There are tens of
thousands of people around the world who are better off because of their generosity. I should add
that with their professional and semi professional soloists, they also give a great evening’s
entertainment.
The KOA Shop opens Monday 1st August. Please bring goods for sale to St Swithun’s Hall on
Sunday 31st July, 2–4 pm, and from Monday–Saturday 10–12 and 2–4.
Halcyon Leonard (452783)
KOA Chair

Sylvia Vetta (739071)
Vice Chair

www.koa.org.uk

Kitchen Open Morning
Kennington Village Centre — Saturday 9th July, 10 am–12 noon
Why not drop in and see the refurbished kitchen?
Enjoy a cup of tea and cake.
Chat to the members of the Committee about using the hall for your functions.
Everyone welcome!
14
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: July 2011
Forthcoming Events

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

15th–17th July: Festival of Flowers in the Church of St Swithun
Further details of this event, which marks the 70 th anniversary of the founding of Kennington
Horticultural Society, appears on pages 23–26.
Sunday 7th August: Cambridge Botanic Gardens
Places can now be reserved for this coach outing. Cambridge Botanic Gardens is a heritage-listed
garden opened in 1846 through the vision and drive of Professor John Henslow, mentor to Charles
Darwin. Today the garden is a showcase for over 8,000 plant species from around the world,
including nine National Plant Collections, all immaculately displayed amongst a fine arboretum. As
well as visiting the garden there will be time for a stroll around Cambridge centre. Bookings can be
made with the treasurer on 730961. The all-inclusive cost is £17 per person payable at the time of
booking. The coach will depart Manor Grove at 8 am calling at bus stops through the village.
Estimated time of return is 7 pm.
Please note, there is no August Chronicle so this is the last reminder for booking this trip.
A date for the diary: Annual Show, Saturday 10th September, Village Centre from 2:15 pm. Full
details will appear in the September Chronicle.
Flanders & The Floriade: Netherlands 17th–22nd July 2012.
The Floriade World Horticultural Exposition has been held in the Netherlands roughly every 10
years since 1960. Floriade 2012 will take place at Venlo, Netherlands, in the province of Limburg
from April to October. In addition to floral displays, each day features a cultural programme of
activities from all over the world. You can walk along a thematic route or enjoy a bird’s eye view
of the park from the 30-metre-high cable-car system. See www.floriade.com for further details.
We have secured hotel accommodation well in advance and are planning a twin centre six-day
break with two nights in the historic and medieval town of Mechelen, Belgium, staying at the 3star Novotel hotel followed by three nights at the 4-star Van Der Valk hotel in Venlo. The cost,
being 5 nights half-board, ferry crossing, coaching and admission to Floriade is in the region of
£375. There will also be full supporting excursions to other gardens and places of interest, which
may be subject of additional cost. Single supplements apply in the order of £50.
Our previous holidays have always been fully subscribed. 2012 may seem along way off, but the
magnitude and popularity of the Floriade requires early planning.
To register an interest and obtain a booking form and further details, please telephone the treasurer
on 730961.

Changes to non-emergency patient transport services
Patients travel from all over Oxfordshire for appointments at
hospitals and other health providers. Many of these patients
use non-emergency transport services—these are not
emergency ambulances and may be single driver vehicles or
vehicles designed for wheelchair or stretcher access.
NHS Oxfordshire is asking for your views on the future of these services. You might have used
these services yourself, know someone who uses them or feel that any changes to this service may
affect local people.
If you would like to find out more about the changes, take part in the consultation or answer the
questionnaire take a look at what is happening online at http://bitly.com/Patienttransport or contact
NHS Oxfordshire on 01865 334641.
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Flower Festival 15th–17th July
In 2011 Kennington Horticultural Society is celebrating its 70 th anniversary. On the same weekend
St Swithun’s church is celebrating the festival of St Swithun, so together we are holding a Flower
Festival.
We have invited the village organisations to take part by creating a flower arrangement depicting a
Saint (or a vase of flowers). If anyone is interested in adding to the flowers, or in joining us to
arrange flowers, please let me know on 730961. It would be great to fill the church with flowers.
— Alison Peedell

Kennington Library Newsletter
July & August—no more exams for our student population and a six-week summer break for our
primary and secondary pupils, not only from school but also for any other extra activities or clubs.
What to do?
Come and visit us as we are open all summer (except Bank Holiday Monday 29th August).
Explore how much we have to offer to make your summer vacation a great one! We have an event
for the grown-ups (page 37).
The Summer Read Challenge is back for all children and visiting grandchildren (page 37).
We have many guide books for local walks, further afield in Britain and abroad, as well as phrase
books and foreign language packs. We have audio CD books for all ages and tastes; they are a
wonderful alternative to the radio for long car journeys. Both audio books and language packs can
be hired for three weeks from 75p to a maximum of £1.50.
Finally we have the latest best-seller fiction titles. If they are no longer on our shelves, you can
check our catalogue of over a million titles and make a reservation.
You can view the catalogue and reading lists on the website at www.libcat.oxfordshire.gov.uk or
ask the staff. We are always happy to help and give advice.
The Library Service Public Consultation started on 27th May. It is available on-line from the library
or at www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraryserviceconsultation. For more information see page 21.
We look forward to your visits. Please help us by bringing your library card with you. Many thanks.
Wishing you all a warm Summer break!
Mrs Dominique Henderson

Best Kept Garden Competition
Kennington Parish Council
Judging for the short-list of the Best Kept Garden Competition will be held
on the evening of Friday 8th July. The finalists will be decided on Saturday
9th July.
All the front gardens and businesses in the village will be judged in the
following categories.
 Dr Geoffrey Blackman Cup for the Best Kept Garden
 Best Single Container or Basket
 Best Business Premises

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
Join us again in September!
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Campaign to Save the Kennington Library
Updates: The new consultation for the libraries was released midday 27th May and runs until 30th
September.
The Campaign to Save Kennington Library and the Campaign to Save Oxfordshire Libraries have
succeeded in saving Kennington Library, and indeed all Oxfordshire libraries, from closure, partly
thanks to extra money that the government has provided.
But this would not have happened without the support of all of you in the village. Thank you
and congratulations!
However: Contrary to the promises that the new consultation will consider all options and will
consult with all affected parties, it lays down the decisions and conclusions of how the libraries will
be run. Libraries have been variously earmarked to receive full, ⅔ or ⅓ staff funding. Kennington
has been earmarked to lose ⅔ of its staffing, to be replaced by volunteers, based on a measured
radius of ½ mile.
Campaign Focus: We believe that Kennington Library has been unfairly banded, because of the
shape of our village. The village is long and thin, sandwiched between the Thames and Bagley
Wood, and so a ½ mile radius excludes a significant portion of the village. Kennington stretches
from its northernmost point at Iffley Lock to its southernmost point at Sandford Lane. Stretching all
libraries’ circles to a length of 1 mile raises Kennington 14 places in the library rankings.
Therefore, the focus of the Campaign to Save Kennington Library has changed. We no longer need
to save the library itself; but we do need to save the services it currently provides.
If Kennington is placed one group higher, to losing only ⅓ staff funding, The Friends of
Kennington Library feel confident that with additional annual fund-raising at our Literary Festival
and some volunteering, we can continue to provide the full set of services and opening hours.
Next? We have invited our MP, Nicola Blackwood (who has already expressed an interest in
speaking to us), and our councillor, Arash Fatemian, to meet with us to discuss the issue. We may
need your support in lobbying our elected representatives to support our case.
As there is no August Chronicle, keep an eye on our blog or ask at your library for updates.
— Paddy Landau — savekenningtonlibrary.blogspot.com — savekl2011@gmail.com

Kennington and District United Church Choirs
The choirs’ two performances of Mendelssohn’s Elijah in Faringdon and Oxford in May raised a
total of almost £1,300. Christian Aid received £400 at Faringdon, and almost £900 came from the
concert in the Holywell Music Room for Art Refuge UK, which helps children in Tibet. It was a
magnificent afternoon and Trevor was given a white silk-thread prayer scarf brought over for the
occasion. We shall not forget that afternoon.
The Choirs will be performing The Mikado by Gilbert & Sullivan for two concerts in Kennington
on Friday 8th & Saturday 9th July at 7:30 pm in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road.
The principals include Danny O’Brian, Peter Wright, Andrew Moore, Joe Haynes, John Wilkes,
Sarah Leatherbarrow, Marilyn Moore, Victoria Hurrell & Wendy Lewis. The accompanist will be
Linda Ang Stoodley, and the conductor will be Trevor Cowlett. Entrance is FREE, and all the
proceeds will go to KOA.
But a word of warning. We are now limited by Health & Safety Regulations to an audience of only
75 people each evening. So it’s vital that you come early in order not to be turned away.
For more information, ring Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885, or visit our website
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk. It will be a great evening!
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Kennington History Society
At the time of going to press, members are eagerly awaiting the return of entertaining local
historian, Martin Way, who this time will be giving a talk, “What a Century: A History of the
Settlement of Carterton and the early days of RAF Brize Norton.” The report will be in the
September Chronicle.
Following interest prompted by the Society’s talk on the subject
in January, as part of the summer programme, on Sunday 17th
July members Roger Gelder and George Ross will be leading a
guided walk around some of the surviving sections of Oxford’s
Medieval Wall. Unfortunately all available places on this walk,
which had to be restricted, are now taken; but if the event proves
popular it may be repeated in the future.
‘next event’
The Society’s first meeting following the summer break will be held in
the Methodist Church on Monday 19th September at 7:45 pm and
will be an illustrated talk by Frank Cooper entitled, ‘The Great
Western Society: 50 years at Didcot.’

‘summer visit’
Final reminder that the History Society’s annual coach trip this year is to Chichester and will be on
Thursday 22nd September. This is your last opportunity to come with us and see the great
Cathedral set in this delightful walled city. Or alternatively ‘for the shoppers,’ the City’s attractive
retail centre, which includes many individual small shops.
The cost is £12 for Members and £14 for Non-Members. You can still book one of the few
remaining seats by contacting the Treasurer on 01865 730321 or the Chairman on 01865 739208.
As in previous years, the coach will be picking up from the Bus Stops on the west side of the main
road starting at Manor Grove at 9:30 am, returning to Kennington at 7:00 pm.
NB. If you have already booked a seat, please would you arrange payment to the Treasurer.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.
— George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
➢
➢
➢
➢

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and
in the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Go to On-line Archives.
Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: Vale Community Safety; Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Planning &
Finance).
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Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements.
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 45).
Mary Willett
The family of Mary Willett informs friends and members of the community that she passed away
peacefully on 12th May. The family sends a big Thank You to everyone who helped Mary during
her last few years.
— Liz Bridge

The Health Centre
A BIG thank you to all ‘my’ patients for their wonderful cards, kind wishes and gifts to me on my
recent retirement from the Health Centre. I felt it was a privilege and honour to have ‘been of
service’ to you. I loved my job and I shall miss you all. Thank you so much.
— Linda Marshall (The Vampire!)

Chris's Memorial Match
I sincerely thank Chris Collis and Vince Rowe, who show great empathy to my family in ensuring
that Chris’s Memorial Match still continues even after 10 years have passed. Due to ill health
Jackie was unable to attend the Match this year but thanks everyone who organised and supported
the match in any way. For me the match is not only in memory of Chris but also Ray and all the
other people in our community who have been involved in Kennington Football club over the
years and are no longer with us. Please accept this as a personal thank you.
— Teresa Sturgess & Family

Michael John Barrett
Ann, Baz and Boo thank all friends and neighbours in Kennington for their kindness and support
shown in their bereavement. We have been overwhelmed by the cards, messages and donations.
Thank you.
— Ann Barrett

Doris Francis
Please accept this as an acknowledgement of thanks to all friends and neighbours who sent cards
and messages of sympathy in remembrance of our Mum. They were appreciated by all the family.
Thank you also to those who were able to attend her funeral and those who joined the family
afterwards. It was so nice to meet up with so many of you again and remember all the happy times
even though it was a sad occasion.
At this time the collection for Melanie’s Ward at the children’s Hospital is over £250.00 and we
thank you for this also. This is for the ward which Luke has spent so much time in and for which
my Dad, Jack, collected all his 5p’s. May she Rest in Peace with him.
— Margaret & John
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Kennington Link WI
June 2011 Meeting
As we stood for Jerusalem we remembered Mary Willett, a faithful member of our
WI, who had recently died. The President then thanked all who had helped prepare
for our meeting, and Mrs Afzal for the lovely flowers on the President’s Table. Names
were also taken for a WI lunch later in the month.
NFWI raffle tickets were available, and although they are not sold at the meeting, we were invited
to take books home and purchase them at a later date.
Blankets and baby clothes which had been knitted for the charity ‘Oxfordshire Sands’ were on
display and photographs were taken for ‘the album.’
Members contributed generously to the SALES TABLE which raised a commendable amount for
our funds.
The next part of the afternoon was somewhat different to our expectations. The speaker, who was to
have talked about ACWW, did not arrive as she had mistaken the time of our meeting. However,
the President rose to the occasion and quickly whisked out a WI Quiz she had prepared earlier.
Everyone knew a reasonable number of answers, and the relaxed atmosphere made for a very
convivial afternoon. We hope it will be possible to hear about ACWW at a later date.
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 6th July when Mr Steve Moll will speak on “The Incredible
World of Bees.”
Please remember WE WILL BE HOLDING A COFFEE MORNING on WEDNESDAY 3rd
AUGUST at 10 am. Bring your friends and neighbours—all are welcome.

Notes from Kennington Health Centre
As we come to the summer months we are still dealing with a lot of change here at the Health
Centre. We understand that this causes confusion, anxiety and anger. Much of this is out of our
control, and it is as frustrating for us as it is for you. Please understand that we are doing our best to
rectify these matters and steer things back to a stable course—but it will take time.
In these changing times may I please ask you to continue to be patient and work with the
receptionists to find a solution to your requests for appointments. Although we always strive to
offer you an appointment within two working days, if you require a specific doctor or time of day
you will have to wait longer. All GP’s are highly qualified and have access to your notes. We will
not tolerate any abuse or violence towards our staff, including putting pressure on them to give you
what they cannot.
May I please ask that you do not listen to rumours or gossip about the Health Centre. It is not
helpful to hear untrue comments about the centre or any of its staff. I am always happy to speak to
anyone about anything to clear up something that you may have heard about the centre. The NHS
and the Health Centre are under a lot of pressure to change—it is true that things are not the same,
and over the coming months they will continue to change.
I am sad to inform you that Dr Azaz has tendered his resignation and is unlikely to return to work.
We have secured the services of an able locum, Dr Dinuka, a born and bred Scotsman with years of
experience and plenty of positive feedback. We will in due course have to recruit another GP to
replace Dr Azaz. We will continue to update you as we have more news.
On another note we are still trying to recruit a replacement health care assistant. Ruth Dodd is
helping us to provide a service, but she is not available all of the time and other locums are hard to
come by. We will continue to do our best to recruit a replacement.
Usual reminders: please allow 48 hours for repeat prescriptions; please provide accurate details;
please notify us if you cannot make an appointment.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
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Kennington Women’s Institute

WI

June 2011
The 86th Founder’s Day celebration party was attended by most of our members
and was a relaxed and enjoyable evening. We were pleased to be joined, as our
guests, by the President and Secretary of the Kennington Link WI. So that we
could all enjoy the party two husbands volunteered to work in the background and
did all the washing up for us, which was greatly appreciated.
The party spirit commenced with a light hearted party game causing plenty of laughter. This was
followed by a very enjoyable and novel musical quiz arranged and provided by Mrs Mary Tilston.
There was not enough time left to cut our 86th birthday cake, kindly made and iced by Mrs Kath
Suckling, but this will be enjoyed at our July meeting. All in all it was a very happy and leisurely
evening.
Mr John Chipperfield will be the speaker at our next meeting on Wednesday 13 th July and his talk is
entitled, “Working for the Oxford Mail.”
A note for your diary is Monday 22nd August for our Coffee Morning from 10 am in the Methodist
Church Hall. Please join us.

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
A concern was raised that my ‘Have your say’ meetings are held at inappropriate times for
everyone to attend. in response I will be holding additional HYS meetings on weekends to make
myself as accessible as possible for residents to come and discuss what matters to them face to face.
I assisted with an E-Safety presentation at St Swithun’s school aimed at parents to improve
knowledge of their children’s online activities and potential online safety risks Wednesday 8 th June.
If you have young children, are you aware of whom they are messaging and potentially sharing
personal information with? If you would like more information on keeping your children safe
whilst online, I suggest contacting the school; I’m sure they will forward you onto the person in
charge of the scheme.
Drug use and dealing may be taking place on the playing fields in Kennington. Please would you
report any suspicious activity.
Unfortunately I have had to issue tickets to residents for parking issues. I have been quite clear as to
what I look out for but I will say again so there is no confusion. A vehicle could be ticketed by me
if it is:
•

Parked on double yellow lines—this excludes only delivery vehicles (delivering) and
Disabled Badge holders (when the badge holder leaves the vehicle).

•

Blocking the pavement—only emergency vehicles responding to an incident should be on
the pavement; trust me when I say you are not helping anyone by “getting out of the way”.
If two buses can pass each other on the main road then your car will not be an issue.

•

Dangerous positioning – parking on a corner or junction causes more problems than you
may think; please be considerate of other road users.

If there are any questions or concerns about these or any other Neighbourhood policing matters
please contact me on the details on the inside of the cover.
PCSO Adi Wright C9577
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington and Radley)
0845 8 505 505
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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Crime Stoppers
0800 555 111
www.crimestoppers-uk.org
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Circus Stars!
Roll up! Roll Up! The Greatest Show on Earth is about to start!
The Circus is coming to a library near you from 9th July to 17th
September. Children across Oxfordshire can become Circus
Stars in this summer spectacular—collecting prizes as they read.
You have 10 weeks to read at least 6 books to complete the
challenge—easy, isn’t it?
To join the circus troupe, collect a holographic membership
card and 3D ‘Circus Stars’ stage. By reading and collecting
stickers (some scratch-and-sniff), children can help Anan, Frank,
Ted, Megan, Ella and Clemmy to create their own Circus Stars
show!
Watch out for the interactive website, linking children with top
authors and illustrators, giving them a platform to talk about their
favourite books and to share reading ideas. For more, visit
www.circus-stars.org.uk.
Look out for great new books, ‘Circus Stars’ puzzles and
activities, and competitions throughout the summer at the library!
STORYTIMES & CRAFT
Saturday 16th July
10:15 am–12:15 pm
Two hours of stories, craft & more stories
Wednesday 31st August
11:00 am–12:00 noon
Award Children’s Party SATURDAY 24th September, 1:30–3:30 pm in the Village Hall
All children aged 4–10 are welcome with an adult career.
Free refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.
Kennington Library, located inside Kennington Village Centre, opens Mondays 2:00–5:30 pm,
Wednesdays 10 am–12:30 pm, Fridays 2:00–7.00 pm, and Saturdays 10:00 am–1:00 pm.
Telephone 01865 730763 or email kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Author’s Talk and Exhibition
Kennington Library presents…
RADLEY FARMING & FAMILIES
1600–2011
Christine Wootton Author’s Talk
Wednesday 6th July from 10:30 am at the Kennington Library
With an exclusive preview of the Club’s latest book, which will be launched at the exhibition!
Free entry and refreshments kindly provided by the Friends of Kennington Library
Radley Exhibition
Saturday 16th July, 10:30 am–5 pm — Sunday 17th July, 1–5 pm
Village Hall, Gooseacre, off Foxborough Road, Radley
Free entry and raffle
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Parish Council Matters
June 2011 Meeting
Minutes available online. See page 29.
The members of the Parish Council were given
copies of the Library Service Consultation on
the future of all the libraries in Oxfordshire
including Kennington. The document and the
background papers were available online on the
County Council site www.oxfordshire.gov.uk.
The consultation had a deadline of 30 th
September 2011. Kennington was classified as a
group 4 community library. The County Council
proposed to provide a fully supported
infrastructure (building, ICT, book stock and the
installation of self-service). They would work
with the Friends Group to enable them to shift
the balance of staffing in the community
libraries towards volunteers over a three-year
period. It was proposed that the sixteen
community libraries would be run on one-third
paid professional staff and two-thirds volunteer
staff. As the documentation was extensive it
was agreed to allow the working group set up
last month to come forward with proposals for
consideration at the July meeting. It was agreed
that another public meeting was not necessary
at this stage.
Following the Clerk’s report to the County
Council of the large Leylandii trees which were
blocking the street light in Kennington Road,
she had a call to say that they would be
attending to remove the branches obscuring the
light. She was asked to report the hedge at the
junction of Kennington Road and Upper Road,
which was obstructing the warning signs for the
mini roundabout.
The County Councillor reported that there were
planned repairs to the footpath in Grundy
Crescent from 15th August, which was in the
school holidays. He said that there were plans
for surface dressing of the roadway in Bagley
Wood Road and The Avenue but this had not
been scheduled yet. There would also be work
on road drainage in July.
The Chairman of the Parish Council who was
the council’s representative on the Youth Club
Committee raised his concerns about the
delayed opening of the newly refurbished club
building. He hoped that the Youth Club
committee could find a solution to the lack of a
38

regular leader to start the club again. The
members of the Parish Council agreed and
hoped that within the village there were
experienced youth workers who could get
together to restart the club. The Parish Council
would be pleased to put people in touch with the
committee as it was three years since the club
closed. They were saddened that it was taking
so long to reopen the club as it was a valuable
resource for the young people in the village.
The Oxfordshire Rural Community Council had
an article in their magazine about the Digital TV
Switch-over. They were asking local
organisations especially those involved with
elderly or disabled people to check that their
members have had their televisions converted to
receive the digital signal from 14th September
2011.
Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council
Flag Days 2011
July
15th St Swithun’s Day
17th Birthday of The Duchess of Cornwall
August
15th Birthday of The Princess Royal
Dates of Council Meetings
July, August & September 2011
The next meetings of the Parish Council are
Thursdays 14th July & 8th September
at 7:30 pm. There is no August meeting.
Parish ‘Office’ will be held on Saturdays 2nd
July and 20th August from 10am to 11am.
The Planning Committee meets
Tuesdays at 8:00 pm on 12th July,
2nd & 23rd August, and 13th September.
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan as they have only 21 days to
send in their comments. Therefore please
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you
receive notification to ensure the Parish
Council members are aware of any neighbour
objections. Plans can be viewed by
arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
All meetings are held in the Village Centre
and are open to the public.
To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Village Diary
July 2011
1 KOA Cheese & Wine Party (730798)
2 Parish Office
4 Festival Group
KOA Band Concert (452763)
Wed 6
Kennington Link WI: “World of Bees,” Steve Moll
Fri
8
United Church Choir: The Mikado, G&S (735885)
Sat
9
Sun 10 Action for Children Sunday; Derek Lyseight-Jones
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Tue 12
Parish Council Planning
Wed 13 Kennington WI
Thu 14 Parish Council Meeting
Fri 15 Kids for KOA Concert (736040)
Fri
Sat
Mon

Sun

17 Service

Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu

18
19
20
21

Mon 1
Tue
2
Wed 3
Sun
7
Tue
9
Mon 15
Sat 20
Sun
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Mon 22
Tue 23
Mon 29
Wed
Thu
Tue
Sun

Festival Group
Trefoil Guild: Burger Bash
Short Service
Ecumenical Study & Prayer Group

93 Upper Road
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s Church
Methodist Hall

7:30 pm
10–11 am
2–4 pm
7:30 pm
2:15 pm

Methodist Hall

7:30 pm

Methodist Church
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
8 St Swithun’s Road

10:30 am
10 am–12 noon
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7–9 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
10 am
10:30 am
2:30 pm

August 2011
KOA Shop Open until 28 August (326519)
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Kennington Link Coffee Morning
Methodist Church
Kennington Horticultural Society: Coach to Cambridge Botanic Gardens
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Hall
Festival Group
Village Centre
Parish Office
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Service
Kirlena House
Kennington WI Coffee Morning
Methodist Hall
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Festival Group
Village Centre
th

September 2011
7 Ken. Link WI: Wheatley Windmill, Caroline Dalton
8 Parish Council Meeting
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
13
Parish Council Planning
18 Service

Mon 19 History Society
Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale
Sat 24
KOA Concert & Supper (739017, 739726)
Fri 30 Coffee Morning for Macmillan Cancer Support

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall

10 am
8 pm
10 am–12 noon
10 am–12 noon
2–4 pm
10–11 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
10 am–12 noon
8 pm
2–4 pm
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
8 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
7:45 pm
10 am–12 noon
7:30 pm
10 pm

Do you have an organisation or event based in Kennington? The Kennington Chronicle is a
great way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article and maybe even
a picture! It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.
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