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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
The Rev Em Coley 01865 735135

The New Vicarage, Ross Court, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739356

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 9:25 am

4th Sunday: All Age Service 11:00 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (Main Switchboard).................................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577........................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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At the time of writing we are immersed in the aftermath of the looting and rioting that happened in 
the middle of August.

People are naturally angry. The rioters (most of them young) have been called all sorts of names 
and received all sorts of insults. It is interesting that one implication of the social networking sites 
is  that  people  suddenly  have  a  platform for  their  views,  and  all  sorts  of  opinions  have  been 
expressed.  One  thing  that  does  seem  to  be  lacking,  however,  is  anyone  prepared  to  take 
responsibility. The Government are blaming the police and local community leaders, the police are 
blaming parents  (mostly  fathers)  and the  lack  of  discipline  in  schools.  But,  as  yet,  no one  in  
authority has been willing to shoulder the responsibility.

And so, society at large is left reeling, but I believe that whilst our anger, our upset, our dismay, our 
desire  for  justice  are  all  perfectly  natural,  there  has  to  be  a  next  step.  There  needs  to  be  a 
willingness to understand why these events happened.

Yes, for many it was an opportunistic response.

But for some there is a deep-seated unrest, a deep-seated anger at society, a deep-seated mistrust of 
those in authority, and this was expressed with devastating consequences.

It was Martin Luther King who wrote: “Riots are the language of the unheard.”

A friend of mine who is a research fellow in London wrote this on Facebook:

When  senior  police  take  bribes,  MPs  plunder  the  public  purse,  bankers  gamble  away 
pensions and the media routinely breaks the law for the sake of profit, why on earth are we 
surprised by the lawless greed of the mob? Who is there in our core institutions with the 
authority to tell us that looting is wrong?

We need to look at the state of our whole society to reach an understanding of why people (most of 
them young) have acted in this way. The moral vacuum that many commentators have remarked on 
seems to have led to people feeling disenfranchised and disconnected. And it seems to me that  
alongside the anger and dismay that we feel about the destruction of parts of our country, we need 
to work to understand the disengagement that many young people are experiencing.

And this is where hope lies. I believe that hope can come out of the devastation of recent times. I 
believe that  if  people and communities  shout  loud enough about  the need for those who have 
influence (banks, MPs, the media) to set an example worth following, and if this country can find a 
way to invest in the future of the young, the marginalized and the disaffected, then I believe we will 
have made some significant progress. My prayer, therefore, is both with those who are working so 
hard to rebuild communities to clean up after the violence, and with the perpetrators as well. For we 
need to be united if we are going to see the transformation that this country so clearly needs.

— Em Coley
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Services in September

Sun 4th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 11th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Evening Prayer at the Church 

of the Good Shepherd

Sun 18th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 25th 9:30 am Parish Communion
11:00 am All Age Service
6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church

Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a family 
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome. Freewave, a 
group for ages 10+, meets at the vicarage at 9:25 am on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the Month.

Craft Mornings

This month, the craft morning 10 am–12 noon will be on  Saturday 10th September—bring your 
children (aged 4–11) and head home to enjoy the weekend papers!

Advance notice: We will be celebrating Harvest at an All Age Service on Sunday 2nd October at  
9:30 am, followed by a bring and share lunch. Do come along.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Circuit Office:
The Revd Rosemary Davies Wesley Memorial Church
9 Ramsay Road New Inn Hall Street
Headington Oxford
Oxford OX1 2DH
OX3 8AX 01865 243216
01865 763676

SERVICES FOR JULY

Morning Worship each Sunday at 10:30 am.

Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 18th September at 10:30 am.

PREACHERS FOR SEPTEMBER AT 10:30 am WILL BE:

4th Professor Ian Leck from Woodstock.

11th Jim Hewitt from Blackbird Leys.

18th The Minister, The Revd Rosemary Davies. This service includes the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion.

25th HARVEST THANKSGIVING. Deacon Stephen Richardson.

The  CHURCH  INSTRUMENTAL  GROUP meets  at  10 am each  Sunday  morning,  and 
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with your 
family, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for  
newcomers and visitors to the village.
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OTHER DATES FOR SEPTEMBER
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.

Tuesday 13th The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Sunday 18th The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the  Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.

Wednesday 21st Short  Service  of  Informal  Worship  in  the  Lounge of  Edith  Court  at 
10:30 am. Do join the residents if you can.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist  Church Hall  in Upper Road on  TUESDAY 13th SEPTEMBER from 
10 am onwards. There  will  be  many  bargains,  and  all  the  proceeds  will  go  towards  Church 
Projects.

Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross and Joy Margetts. Do come 
along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning out.’

The July Coffee Morning raised £120.69.
We will announce the August Coffee Morning total next month.
The October Coffee Morning will be held Tuesday 11th September at 10 am.

We thank Yvonne, Carole, and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by month 
to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship for 
everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

THE MONDAY CIRCLE will meet on  Monday 26th September at  7:30 pm for an  Evening of  
Music with Joan Rowland. All details on 01865 454296. A welcome to all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Churches Together in Kennington

I  don’t  know  how  many  people  are  aware  that  the 
‘Headway’ head-injuries charity  has for the past  few 
years  run  a  day  centre  in  part  of  Good  Shepherd 
Catholic  Church  on  Bagley  Wood  Road.  About  the 
time that it  was no longer possible to have a regular 
Sunday  Mass  at  Good  Shepherd,  the  Rivermead 
Hospital,  where  Headway  was  formerly  based,  was 
closing.

Their new home in Kennington has proved ideal for their needs; access is easy for clients, and the 
village,  true  to  tradition,  has  been  a  source  of  volunteer  and  other  support.  The  presence  of 
Headway has also meant that it has been possible to keep Good Shepherd Church open and well  
maintained, and the Catholic community has continued to play a full part in the ecumenical life of 
the Churches.

Good Shepherd was built as a ‘dual purpose’ building—social hall and church. Some people will 
remember hiring it for functions.

However when Headway arrived we divided the church in two with a screen, and made one end 
into a chapel, generally used only for a Monday evening Mass, although it has been possible to 
open the whole building for Mass at Christmas and Easter. Headway had rather more than half the 
area.

These are difficult times for the funding of voluntary bodies, and Headway is no exception. To 
survive in the present climate,  they need to expand their operation.  They do not want to leave  
Kennington, nor, with all their other problems, do they want to have to find new premises. But they 
need all the space Good Shepherd can provide if they are to remain there. The beautiful marble altar 
and the step on which it stands is immoveable, but exclusive use of the dedicated ‘chapel’ space 
needs to be surrendered, or Headway will have to leave.

Now Hinksey Catholic Parish, of which Kennington is part, is faced with a difficult decision. For 
those most closely associated with Good Shepherd, it feels like losing the church they have loved 
and cared for. It is very painful.

But  Headway  cares  for  some of  the  most  vulnerable  and needy  people  in  the  community—a 
practical expression of a value central to the Christian Gospel. As priest-in-charge, the decision had 
ultimately to be mine, advised by our Parish Pastoral Council. They were not unanimous, but a 
majority supported the view that although the presence of God in ‘sacred space’ is important, the 
presence of God in the needs of the vulnerable was even more important. So Headway, at least for 
the next three years, will be taking over the whole building.

First, we shared with Headway. Now, Headway is going to share with us. We will only have an altar 
and a cupboard to keep essentials in. The altar is to be curtained off so that it is invisible while 
Headway are there.  But  on Monday evenings,  and on other  agreed times,  the curtains  will  be 
drawn, the chairs put out, and Mass will be celebrated as before. The more visible presence of some 
of Headway’s equipment will also ensure that its users, even in their absence, will be caught up into 
that prayer.

— Fr Paul King
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KADS News Update

After our long break since WHO’S AFRAID OF THE BIG BAD WOLF we are looking forward to 
our new season.

We have enjoyed several social events and made a guest appearance as last year’s winners in the 
OX FACTOR talent competition final at Didcot, singing a medley arranged by our MD Alan Cobb.

This year we are presenting a traditional pantomime CINDERELLA written by our resident author 
JOE  GRAHAM.  This  was  first  commissioned  professionally  by  Watford  Theatre  and  had  a 
successful run.

We are pleased to announce that AARON OKE AND PAT GILES will be steering the ship this time 
and we are looking forward to working with them.

Tickets have already been reserved so don’t delay! Contact Kay on 01865 739025 to reserve your 
seats. See page 8 for details of dates and ticket prices. BOOK NOW…

Time to go solar?

The fifth of an occasional series from the United Sustainable Energy Agency, www.usea.org.uk

Climate change has climbed the agenda. Buildings 
are now being rated for energy efficiency and CO2 
emissions.  Some  new  homes  are  appearing  with 
renewable energy systems built in.

But is now really the time to go solar?

“Only if you’ve taken care of the basics,” say the 
experts. Proven systems can provide hot water or 
electricity.  However,  insulating  your  home  and 
switching to a 100% green electricity tariff may be 
quicker ways to help the planet.

Insulate first

You won’t get a government grant to go solar if you haven’t first insulated your home. This makes 
sense. The initial capital cost of insulation can usually be recouped from energy savings within 
three years, rather than 10–50 years for a renewable energy system.

Be realistic

Productive renewable energy systems are sited in the optimum location. The best are integrated so 
that any surplus energy generated can be sold or stored. If you do not have a south facing pitched  
roof, your home may not be suitable for solar hot water or electricity generation.

Beware the hard sell

Always seek independent advice before your purchase. Solar water heating, for example, will not 
reduce your space heating bill. It will reduce your water heating bill—which represents around 15% 
of your overall space and water heating costs.

The Energy Saving Trust offers free, impartial advice and details of grants towards both insulation 
and renewable energy systems. Call free on 0800 512 012.
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Kennington Festival Group

I  am writing  this  on  the  evening  after  our  Fish  and  Chip  lunch.  The  meals  were 
delivered to the hall at 12:30 from The Lemon Plaice in Abingdon. Everyone seemed 
to enjoy their meal. Some had chicken or sausages instead of fish, and the portions of 
chips were just the right size. Peaches and Pears with cream followed and lunch was 
finished with a lovely cup of tea.

Our volunteer drivers were invited guests as a way of thanking them for their help.

The afternoon meeting started at 2 pm as usual when those who hadn’t come to lunch were able to 
join us. There was plenty of time to have a chat and play Bingo or Scrabble before Tea and cakes.

We would like to see some new faces… Please don’t be shy if you think you would like to join 
us… You will be most welcome.

Our next four meetings:

• Mondays 12th and 26th September, 2–4 pm

• Monday 10th October Lunch at 12:30 pm followed by usual meeting 2–4 pm

• Monday 24th October, 2–4 pm

If  you  require  transport  or  need  more  information  please  ring  Margaret  on  01865  730353  or 
emailmdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Floats and Fun in Kennington Processions
The front  cover  in  July showed a blue truck carrying a  float  for the Kennington Horticultural 
Society in 2000. This brought back memories: the truck was lent by my building company for the 
occasion. It used to be common practice for local companies to lend their vehicles to local charities 
and clubs over the weekends in the summer months for their different celebrations.

These events were usually highlights of the clubs’ year, with most of the residents attending. For 
some of the younger children, it was exciting to ride on the back of the vehicles as they travelled 
through the village. Kennington Band once played on one vehicle; and the Scouts and Guides float 
showed camp time scenes. There was an award for the best-dressed float.

Sadly, this fun tradition finally came to an end with the newer regulations of Health and Safety, 
making  the  practice  prohibitively  costly  for  the  participants—even  though  I  think  no  one 
remembers anyone being harmed at any of the events.

Maybe it would be nice to go back in time…
— Adapted from a letter by David Long

Village Centre—CAD Help Needed

The Village Centre has a need to produce a CAD drawing of parts  of the building for various 
projects but currently we only have traditional drawings.

Is there a CAD person within the Parish that could help?

A small remuneration can be negotiated.

Please contact Peter Biggs on 01865 730353 or 07831 661365 if you can help.
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Kennington Cancer Fund Fête

Our grateful thanks to St Swithun’s for allowing our KCF Fête to be in the grounds again. The day 
was perfect and a great success, with £1,804.21 raised for our fund. Our thanks to all who came to 
help on the day, to Graham Sillman, Roger Dennett and especially Peter Biggs who stepped in at 
the last moment to be our MC.

We shall be at  County Hall on Sunday 11th September serving tea, coffee & cake for Oxford’s 
Open Day.

The Shoe Sale is Saturday 24th September, 10 am–12 noon in Village Centre.
— Pearl Livett

Do you enjoy reading the Chronicle?

We rely on volunteers to deliver the Chronicle to every household in the village.

Could you spare a few minutes each month to deliver copies to a group of houses  
in your area?

There are no costs involved, and delivery is at a time convenient to you near the 
end of each month (except August, when we don’t deliver).

If you can help, please call me.

John Maine — 736841 —  distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Website—Volunteer Needed

The group that manages the website for the Parish Council is looking to find a volunteer to act as a 
link with village organisations, societies and clubs to ensure that information about their activities 
and the contact names on the website are up-to-date.

This would involve contacting the organisations at least twice a year and passing on any updated 
information to the webmaster for inclusion on the website.

No technical knowledge is needed, but ability to use email and the Internet is essential.

If you would like more information,  please contact the Parish Council  Clerk Pam Johnston on 
01865 421126 or Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com.

Digital TV Switch-over

Oxfordshire, parts of Berkshire and Buckinghamshire will switch to digital-only TV in two stages 
on 14th and 28th September.  This  will  allow greater  coverage of  Freeview services  (digital  TV 
through an aerial). Unconverted analogue televisions will no longer work. If you have Freeview, 
you will need to retune your TV on the switch-over dates.

Oxfordshire Rural Community Council will run advice points to help with any questions you have, 
including  re-tuning,  equipment  and  the  Switch-over  Help  Scheme.  The  advice  points  will  run 
10 am–4 pm on 14th, 15th, 28th & 29th September at:

• Cornerstone Arts Centre, 25 Station Road, Didcot

• The Corn Exchange, Market Square, Witney
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The World’s Biggest Coffee Morning—You are Invited

You are invited to join the World’s Biggest Coffee Morning for

MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT

Methodist Church, Upper Road, Friday 30th September 2011 from 10:00 am

Raffle — Cakes — Bring & Buy — Refreshments

This year’s event is in memory of our friend Pam Forster

Further details from Carole Ross on 01865 739208

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update

With the recent events in London and across the county, I invite residents to reflect on how blessed 
we are to have such a peaceful village, and to bear in mind that Vale of White Horse has one of the  
lowest crime statistics in the country. Just to throw some recently released statistics about Thames 
Valley Police at you:

• Domestic burglary was down 8% compared with an average reduction of 4%.

• Violence was down 10% compared with an average annual reduction of 6%

• Sexual offences were down 7% compared with an average national increase of 1%

• Vehicle crime was down by 21% in Thames Valley Police compared with an average of 9% 
nationally.

• Overall,  there were more than 13,000 fewer victims this year than last—a 7% reduction 
compared to a national reduction of 4%

As good as things are it is the responsibility of all of us to keep it that way and to keep bringing the 
statistics down.

There is more contact, information and support from TVP available to the public than ever before, 
such as  Neighbourhood Watch,  community  messaging and Ringmaster,  plus  initiatives  such as 
VERA to  give  special  attention  to  the  more  potentially  vulnerable.  These  facilities  have  a 
potentially significant affect on crime reduction as well as the fear of crime from those who feel 
more at risk.

For details on the facilities available from TVP visit the website www.thamesvalley.police.uk, call 
the all-purpose number 0845 8 505 505, or contact me directly via the details inside the front cover.

On a separate matter I am extremely pleased that after a few years of waiting the Kennington Youth 
Club is finally reopening. I will be working with the club very closely as my office is based there,  
and in other roles. Please spread the word—a huge amount of effort has gone into the refurbishment 
and relaunch. It will all be worth it to see the club get used again.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
0845 8 505 505 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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A Grandchild named Ellis

Do you live in Kennington and have a grandchild named Ellis?

A beautifully hand-crafted card from an obviously young child arrived 
addressed to “Nana” at a house in Bagley Wood Road. Despite efforts 
by the recipient to find out who the actual Nana might be,  no one 
knows who is supposed to have received this card.

The inside of the card has a “signature” from the young child, and the 
wording (in adult’s handwriting), “Dear Nanny, Hope you feel better 
soon. Lots of love, Ellis xxx”.

Please contact me (the editor) if you think you know who should have 
received this card.

— Paddy Landau, 01865 429135, editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: September 2011 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Future Events

Saturday 10th September, Village Centre; doors open at 2:15 pm.

Annual Show of Flowers Fruit & Vegetables.

Also… handicraft, cookery, photography and children’s classes.

Admission 50p, children under 16 free.

Do come along to this very interesting and sociable afternoon.

Entry  forms  should  be  delivered  to  the  show  secretary  by  Wednesday  7 th September  at  131 
Kennington Road. Holders of trophies should ensure they are returned to Steve Carr at 13 Poplar 
Grove by Wednesday 31st August.

Flanders & The Floriade: Netherlands 17th–22nd July 2012.

Following the announcement of this planned trip in July’s Chronicle, we have a waiting list for 
places. We currently await confirmation of room allocations and therefore at this time do not know 
the cut-off for numbers. Once confirmed we will be in contact with all those registered with details 
of the draft itinerary.

The  Floriade World Horticultural Exposition has been held in the Netherlands roughly every 10 
years since 1960. Floriade 2012 will take place at Venlo, Netherlands, in the province of Limburg 
from April to October. In addition to floral displays, each day features a cultural programme of 
activities from all over the world. You can walk along a thematic route or enjoy a bird’s eye view of 
the park from the 30-metre-high cable-car system. See www.floriade.com for further details.

To register an interest and further details, please telephone the treasurer on 730961.

Wednesday 26th October: Village Centre at 7:30 pm.

Kathleen  Scroggins will  be returning again to  demonstrate  flower arranging.  Further  details  in 
October’s Chronicle.
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Best Kept Garden Competition
Kennington Parish Council

The Annual Garden Competition 2011 took place on Saturday 9th July.

The winners were as follows.

The ‘Geoffrey Blackman Cup’ for Best Front Garden

1st Pauline & Peter Anderson of 15 Playfield Road

2nd Ruby & Pat Lemke of 78 Kennington Road

3rd Peggy & Brian Howe of 89 Bagley Close

Best Hanging Basket

Linda & John Rawlings of 146 Upper Road

Best Business Premises

Edith Court

This year we again used last year’s method of selecting the finalist by using local people to carry 
out the preliminary judging on the Friday night. We feel this was again a great success and will be 
repeating the format next year.

The Judges and the Parish Council would like to congratulate all the people of the parish who have 
taken the time to work on their gardens which make our village a pleasant place to live.

Well Done!

For a full result sheet please ring 01865 730353 or email  peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com and I 
will send you a copy.

— Peter Biggs

Campaign to Save the Kennington Library
Support

You may remember from July that the Campaign was to ask for Kennington to be raised from a ⅔-
funding cut, which would threaten our services, to a ⅓-funding cut, which the Friends believed they 
could support.

The Campaign met with our MP, Nicola Blackwood, who was enthusiastic about the request. She 
sent a letter to the Council fully supporting our Campaign, as did our County Councillor, Arash 
Fatemian.  Our  Parish  Council,  which  meets  again  in  September,  is  also  likely  to  support  the 
request.

Unfortunately, the Campaign has been told that it cannot expect a response until after September—
after the consultation has closed! If the request were to be turned down, it would leave us no option 
but to lose our extended services.

Next

The Campaign will attempt to meet with the relevant people from the Council in order to get an 
answer. The Save Oxfordshire Libraries group is attempting to get extra information, for example 
regarding the hiring of volunteers.

If the Campaign to Save Kennington Library is unable to get a timely answer, we (the Village) may 
unfortunately have to act again—as we did so successfully earlier this year. Updates will be posted 
on our blog and at the Library.

The Library may be saved—but not yet its services.

— Paddy Landau — savekenningtonlibrary.blogspot.com — savekl2011@gmail.com
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Kennington Overseas Aid 2011
As I write, the KOA shop is in full swing. The goods come in and go out and 
the atmosphere in the shop is welcoming and fun for Kenningtonians of all 
ages. Thanks to everyone who participated; the volunteers, the donors and the 
shoppers.  Especial  thanks  to  Marilyn  Farr who,  after  ably  and efficiently 
chairing the Fête committee, bravely took on chairing the shop committee as 
well.

July was awash with music. KIDS for KOA has become a must-attend date 
on the calendar. The Village Centre was packed to support the aspiring young 
people. Many of the older children had obviously put the hours of practice 
needed  for  a  polished  performance  but  the  delight  of  this  event  is  the 
encouragement it gives to beginners. Those starting out were given a very brief slot—just enough 
to spur them on to greater things. I particularly enjoyed the input of Music Mayhem. Christian and 
Jill Bradley who organise KIDS for KOA also started and run the children’s choir. Christian says, 
“When we began it was more mayhem than music.” The audience can confirm that they have got 
the music too. Perhaps when they are grown they will join an adult choir.

In Kennington, The United Choirs never lets us down. The Mikado was hilarious, the enthusiastic 
chorus, talented soloists and pianists all inspired by conductor Trevor Cowlett were encouraged by 
a responsive audience. John Dunkley from Tools for Self Reliance was in the audience on the last 
night and was moved by the generosity of the anonymous donor without whom KOA could not 
raise the amounts it does each year.

Charity Opera will round off this year’s fund-raising on Saturday 24th September in the Village 
Centre; and then we shall hand over the cheque to John at the AGM in November. The KOA AGM 
is like no other; it is more a celebration than a dreary meeting. We can promise everyone who 
attends that you won’t be asked to do things you don’t want to do. In fact you won’t be asked to 
anything other than enjoy the evening. After the cheque handover and a talk from John, we have 
wine and light refreshments and take amusing glances at the continuous slide show produced by 
Clive Rodgers which recalls the year’s activities. So do put Thursday 17th November at 8 pm in 
St Swithun’s Hall in your diary.

Halcyon Leonard (452783) Sylvia Vetta (739071)
KOA Chairman www.koa.org.uk Vice Chairman

Kennington Women’s Institute WI
September 2011

In early August, Mrs June Maine, a member of our committee, opened her garden 
to our members for afternoon tea. The weather was glorious, the garden looked 
lovely and colourful and all the food and beverages provided were really delicious. 
There was a raffle and sales table in aid of the “Do It for Denman” appeal, which is 
to finance improvements to the central heating and hot water systems in Denman 
College.  We thank June and her husband, John, for putting so much effort into 
giving us such an enjoyable afternoon.

At our meeting on Wednesday 14th September, Mr John Owen will be coming along to give us a 
talk on the work of the Royal National Lifeboat Institute (RNLI) which should be most interesting.

Please don’t forget that we are always pleased to welcome visitors, even if you are only on holiday 
in the area. We hold our meetings in the Village Centre starting at 7:15 pm.

Meanwhile, we do hope all our members had an enjoyable summer.
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Kennington Literary Festival

The Friends of Kennington Library
are holding a

Literary Festival
to support the

Kennington Library

As you know, some of the Oxfordshire Libraries are facing cuts to their services, and Kennington 
Library is one of them. With your help, the Friends of Kennington Library will be able to support  
the full services to our library so we do not lose out.

The Literary Festival promises to be a fun-filled day with famous authors, illustrators and radio 
personalities present!

Mark your Diary:

Saturday 15th October — Village Centre

Festival Programme

10:00–10:50 Kate  Clanchy,  Oxford’s  new Poet  in  Residence,  will  present  some of  her  own 
poetry and discuss the potential in us all to write our own stories and poems.

11:00–12:00 Brian  Aldiss,  world  famous  science  fiction  writer,  comes  together  with  Juliet 
McKenna to discuss Oxford: The Home of Fantasy Fiction.

11:10–12:00 Korky Paul, popular illustrator of Winnie the Witch and other children’s books, is in 
the Main Hall with children under 10. Accompanied parents are welcome to join.

12:00–12:20 Prize giving for children’s illustrated poems on Fantastic Creatures.

12:20–1:00 Lunch; food available all day in the main hall and opposite in The Tandem pub.

1:00–1:30 Margaret Pelling talks about her new novel, A Diamond in the Sky.

1:40–2:10 Frank Egerton discusses his locally based novel Invisible.

2:20–3:00 MG Harris introduces the fourth book Dark Parallel in her teenage thriller series 
The Joshua Files.

2:30–3:15 Bill Heine presents his latest book, Hunting the Shark.

From 3:20 Helen Peacocke gives a short talk about her latest Paws book followed by a Paws 
Walk with Pythius to Sandford Lock, and ending up with drinks at the Tandem.

Mostly  Books  will  have  a  stand  for  sales;  10% of  proceeds  will  be  given  to  the  Friends  of  
Kennington Library.

All talks at the festival are free, but space is limited. To avoid disappointment reserve your seats 
(£2 per seat per session) in advance. Full programmes and reservation forms can be collected 
from Kennington Library.
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Kennington Literary Festival starts with Film Night

Mark your Diary:
Friday 14th October, 7:30 pm — Village Centre

from the Friends of Kennington Library
£5 per ticket including drinks

Wine,  beer  and  popcorn  will 
welcome  former  cinema 
entrepreneur  and  radio 
personality  Bill  Heine to  open 
The  Kennington  Literary 
Festival  and  reminisce  about 
the ‘arms and legs’. All will be 
made  clear  in  the  59-minute 
film directed by our very own 
Philip Hind at 8 pm.

The Ultimate Survivor tells the 
story of Oxford’s  first  purpose 
built  cinema  on  Jeune Street, 
which  celebrates  its  100th 

anniversary. It closed in 1917 at 
the height of WW1. After more 
than 50 years it was unexpectedly saved in 1976 and, as the Penultimate Picture Palace, gained a 
reputation for challenging censorship and showing controversial films. With an unusual name came 
an unusual appearance: a pair of outstretched white hands—reminiscent of Al  Jolson’s minstrel 
character  in  The  Jazz  Singer  hung  invitingly  over  the  façade.  Featuring:  Ian  Hislop,  Mark 
Thompson, Bill Heine, John Buckley, Ian Meyrick.

The film night sponsored by the ReCycling People Ltd in association with MATT UK Western Ltd.

Coming Soon!
GALA EVENING

Saturday 26th November, 7:30 pm, Kennington Village Centre

Helen Rappaport will have the Oxford launch of A Magnificent Obsession: Victoria, Albert and  
the Death that Changed the Monarchy. The London launch will be in the V&A. Tickets at £12.50 
include a three course meal (with choice of main dish) and will be on sale during the festival.
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Parish Council Matters

July 2011 Meeting

Minutes available online. See page 33.

The Clerk wrote to the County Council about 
the  problems  of  the  school  coaches  parking 
early in the morning at  Manor Grove waiting 
for  the  Matthew  Arnold  School  students  and 
causing  inconvenience  to  the  local 
householders.  An  officer  came  out  to 
investigate  and  look  at  suggested  alternative 
pick  up  points  such  as  The  Avenue  but  the 
County Council decided the main road was too 
dangerous. They would reinforce the message 
to  the  operators  that  the  coaches  should  not 
arrive too early at Manor Grove. The Clerk had 
kept the residents informed and while they were 
not  happy  with  the  outcome they  understood 
that  the  Parish  Council  had  done  its  best  to 
resolve the problem.

The Chairman,  Vice-Chairman and Clerk  met 
the  Parish  Council’s  solicitor  about  the  draft 
lease  with  the  Playing  Fields  Association.  It 
was nearing agreement with both sides and it 
was hoped to be able to sign it in the next few 
weeks.

There had been a number of meetings about the 
development of the web site. There was to be a 
new look to the site and it was hoped to attract 
more people to join the steering group. If you 
are  interested  please  contact  the  Clerk.  The 
group would  be  very  interested  to  hear  from 
young people and a person who may be able to 
act  as  a  link  with  the  organisations  in  the 
village to make sure the information was up to 
date.  No  programming  or  web  site  technical 
knowledge was needed to get involved.

The working group which was looking at  the 
consultation  document  on  the  library  changes 
met  on  12th July  to  consider  the  consultation 
document  on  the  Library  Review  from  the 
County Council. They would be agreeing their 
recommendations  for  consideration  at  the 
September Parish Council meeting.

The Clerk had reported the damaged footpath in 
Rowles Close  either  side  of  the  new 
development of two houses.

There  was  confirmation  of  the  work 
recommended  by  the  Amenities  Committee. 
One item was the refurbishment of the notice 
boards  in  the  village.  There  was  to  be  an 
investigation  of  the  cost  of  having  a  water 
supply at  the War Memorial  so that the grass 
can  be  watered  during  a  dry  summer.  The 
members of the Parish Council had undertaken 
to monitor the grass cutting which was greatly 
improved. The Clerk was asked to write to the 
County  Council  to  find  out  if  they  would  be 
filling  the  salt  bins  before  the  winter  and  if 
additional  ones  could  be  purchased.  The 
County  Council  was  asked  for  permission  to 
install  bollards  in  the  verge opposite  the War 
Memorial  in  Bagley  Wood  Road  to  prevent 
parking on the verge which was destroying the 
grass. The Parish Council was also looking for 
electricians  who  would  quote  for  the 
installation  of  the  Christmas  Tree  light  this 
December. If any contractors were interested in 
this work can they contact the Clerk.

Mrs Pam Johnston
Clerk to the Council

Flag Days 2011

None for September and October

Dates of Council Meetings
September 2011

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 8th September at 7:30 pm.

There is no Saturday Office in September.

The Planning Committee meets
Tuesday 13th September at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 

receipt of the plan as they have only 21 days to 
send in their comments. Therefore please 

telephone or email the Clerk immediately you 
receive notification to ensure the Parish 

Council members are aware of any neighbour 
objections. Plans can be viewed by 

arrangement with the Clerk or online at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

All meetings are held in the Village Centre 
and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Link WI
July 2011 Meeting

The Incredible World of the Honeybee was the subject of our talk in July.  Mr 
Steve Moll was already interested in bees when a friend told him about a swarm in a  
nearby apple tree. Together they spread a sheet on the ground, shook the apple tree and as the bees 
fell down they were taken home to a waiting hive. This was the beginning of our speaker's hobby 
and he is now a very knowledgeable beekeeper with 50 hives to care for.  We heard how bees  
manage to construct perfect honeycombs, work as a community, and use a special dance to show 
where the best nectar is. One unexpected task Mr Moll has to undertake each each winter is to 
cover his hives with wire netting to protect them from green woodpeckers. Everyone enjoyed this 
absorbing talk and a vote of thanks was given by Mrs Jean Mundy.

We were pleased to welcome Mrs Kath Suckling who had come to tell us about the recent AGM in 
Liverpool. She gave a comprehensive report with all the ups and downs of the meeting, which 
sounded very lively. While in Liverpool Mrs Suckling was able to take a short sightseeing tour 
round the city and it was a pleasure to hear about the wonderful buildings and well-known tourist 
attractions the city has to offer.

Business matters were discussed, and copies of the popular Woman's World magazines distributed. 
Beautiful flowers on the President’s Table had been donated by Mrs Joan Bowen Thomas and these 
were presented to Mrs Jean Mundy.

The August Coffee Morning provided a relaxed setting for members, friends and visitors to enjoy 
time together. We thank all who contributed to making it such a happy event and hope our visitors 
enjoyed the morning.

The next meeting will be on 7th September when  Caroline Dalton will give a talk on  Wheatley 
Windmill. Visitors will be most welcome.

Kennington and District United Church Choirs

The  Choirs’ two  concert  performances  of  The  Mikado by  Gilbert  &  Sullivan held  in  the 
Methodist Church Hall at the beginning of July raised the absolutely fantastic total of £10,310.67 
for Kennington Overseas Aid. This included an anonymous gift of £7,000 and Gift Aid. Two other  
packed performances the previous week at Witney and Oxsrad raised a further £1,000 for Christian 
Aid and Oxsrad funds. This made an overall total of

£11,300.00

The Church was full on both occasions and both the singers and the audience enjoyed themselves to 
the full. The music was superb and the comedy was fantastic. The hit of the evening was the song 
Tit-Willow performed with the help of a puppet who sadly committed suicide. Our thanks goes to 
everyone who gave so very, very generously and to everyone who worked so hard, not forgetting 
those who provided refreshments and got the hall ready.

After a well-deserved holiday, the Choirs this month are starting to rehearse  Handel’s  Messiah. 
The concert will be in the Holywell Music Room in Oxford on Sunday 9th October at 3 pm with 
the  collection  going  to  Headway  Oxfordshire.  Rehearsals  begin  on  Friday  16th September at 
7:45 pm in the  Methodist Church Hall in  Upper Road,  and then on each subsequent Friday 
evening. There are no auditions or subscriptions and there will be some spare copies, but bring your 
own if you have one.

If you enjoy singing, you are more than welcome.

For more information ring Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885 or visit www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre

We will soon be recruiting for a new doctor after Dr Azaz officially finishes with us in September. 
We are also looking for a new Health Care Assistant to help us with blood taking and other clinical  
duties. We will keep you updated with news as we get it.

In October we are having a new booking system installed. This system will make things easy for 
the  GP’s  to  have  a  consultation  with  you  as  well  as  enabling  the  receptionists  to  make 
appointments. Altogether it should make things better for the practice and therefore the patients. 
However, like all change it will have a short term impact on how we currently do things. In this  
instance we will be unable to make any appointments beyond the end of October until the new 
system is up and running. We will try to minimise the difficulties this may cause some of you who 
will want to book future appointments. We will  let you know what we will  be doing in future 
editions of the Chronicle and on notices in the practice.

Earlier in the year I mentioned the Patient Participation Group. Due to other priorities that was put 
to one side. I hope to resume this initiative soon and see if we can set something up for Kennington. 
If anyone is interested in being part of this then please get in touch with me.

My email and telephone contacts are on display in a range of locations. They are there for general 
enquiries and for you to contact me but please do not use them for things like requesting repeat 
prescriptions or medical matters as they are not looked at when I am on leave.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Did you know: You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website.

Flower Festival

On behalf of the Horticultural Society, thank you to all who helped make the festival such a happy 
and  successful  event:  the  village  organisations  for  their  generous  donations  and  beautiful 
arrangements, the team of helpers who created additional arrangements and did lots of clearing up! 
The Rev Em Coley, the church, and all the stewards. Last but not least Abingdon Garden Plants, 
who kindly loaned us a few larger plants to help fill the space.

I personally thank everyone involved, I think it was a great success and we raised over £400!

Thank you all.
— Alison Peedell

A34 closures—road marking scheme

The Highways Agency will be maintaining the A34 between Winchester and the M40 Junction 9 
Interchange. It will run from late August 2011, and should take approximately 12 weeks (weather 
permitting) to complete.

Work will be undertaken at night using lane closures 10 pm–6 am, when traffic flows are at their 
lowest. Also, a full lane will be closed in both directions for six week-nights starting Monday 19 th 

September.

More information from our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk (click on “On-line Extras”).
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Kennington History Society

The June meeting of the Society saw the return of the entertaining local historian,  Martin Way, 
who this time gave an illustrated talk entitled, ‘What a Century.’ It was a history of the settlement 
of Carterton, which recounted the town’s rapid development over the last 100 years whilst covering 
the early days of RAF Brize Norton. In common with his previous visits Martin’s talk was not only 
very illuminating but also greatly entertaining.

As previewed in the last issue 
of the Chronicle as a result of 
interest prompted by a talk on 
the subject  in  January as  part 
of  the  Society’s  summer 
programme  on  a  Sunday  in 
July,  members Roger  Gelder 
and George Ross led a guided 
walk  around  some  of  the 
surviving sections of Oxford’s 
Medieval  Wall.  The  event 
proved  successful  with  the 
group (see  picture),  following 
a stroll along Deadman’s Walk 
in  Christ  Church  Meadow, 
being  warmly  welcomed  into 
Corpus  Christi  College, 
Merton  College  and  New 
College in order to view remaining sections of the City’s historic fortifications. When nearing the 
end of the circular tour access was also gained to the Turf Tavern, only to look at a section of the 
Wall there of course!

‘next event’

The Society’s first meeting following the summer break will be held in the Methodist Church on 
Monday 19th September at 7:45 pm and will be an illustrated talk by Frank Cooper entitled ‘The 
Great Western Society : 50 years at Didcot.’

‘All you railway buffs should arrive early to guarantee to good seat.’

Later in the month sees the History Society’s annual coach trip, which this year is to the historic 
City of Chichester and will be on Thursday 22nd September. As with the Society’s previous trips, 
all available seats on the bus have now been sold and there is a short waiting list.

As usual the coach will be picking up from the Bus Stops on the west side of the main road starting  
at Manor Grove at 9:30 am and returning to Kennington at about 7:00 pm.

‘next month’

The Society’s next event will be held on Monday 17th October 2011 starting at 7:45 pm when a 
member,  Margaret  Biggs,  will  give  an  illustrated  talk  telling  the  story  of  ‘Kennington  Girl  
Guides.’

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50

N.B. If you have already booked a seat, please would you arrange payment to the Treasurer.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

➢ Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library.

➢ A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

➢ Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

➢ Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last notification: Headway Oxfordshire; Oxfordshire Museum; Vale News (graffiti, plea  
to parents, youth drug & alcohol support, CCTV…); A34 road closures.
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Village Diary

September 2011
Wed 7 Ken. Link WI: Wheatley Windmill, Caroline Dalton Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Thu 8 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Mon 12 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm

Tue 13
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 14 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Fri 16 United Choirs First Rehearsal: Messiah Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Sun 18 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 19 History Society: Great Western Railway & Didcot Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Wed 21 Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am

Sat 24
Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
KOA Concert & Supper (739017, 739726) Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 25 Harvest Thanksgiving Methodist Church 10:30 am
Mon 26 Festival Group Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Fri 30 Coffee Morning for Macmillan Cancer Support Methodist Hall 10 am

October 2011
Sat 1 Pam’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Tue 4 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 5 Kennington Link WI: History of Milestones Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Mon 10 Festival Group Lunch Village Centre 12 noon–4 pm

Tue 11
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 12 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 13 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 14 Kennington Literary Festival Film Show Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 15 Kennington Literary Festival Village Centre from 10 am

Sun 16 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 17
Kennington WI Winter Warming Lunch Methodist Hall 12 noon–2 pm
Kennington History Society: Kennington Girl Guides Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Sat 22 Festival Group Mini-Sale Village Centre
Mon 24 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 25 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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Chronicle Contributions

Do you have an organisation or event based in Kennington? The Kennington Chronicle is a 
great way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article and maybe even 
a picture! It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.

Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting
Kennington-related news articles to the Editor!

The Village Diary is in the Post Office. Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events. 
Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.

When submitting articles to the Chronicle, please “Remember to provide a 
contact phone or email” in case of problems!
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