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I spent a day at a national conference on Motherhood and Priesthood recently. It was the first of its
kind and conveniently based at our local Theological College in Cuddesdon. It was quite a shock to
be at a conference not surrounded by clergymen in black clerical shirts (!), but instead to be able to
appreciate the ways in which women have adapted clerical wear to remain feminine and attractive.
The keynote speaker used a memorable expression of being “instantly interruptible”. She was
musing on her roles of priest and mother and how both have to be instantly interruptible for the
sake of the other.
Children the age of mine don’t really understand the concept of interrupting. Well, Ellie (5) is just
starting to, but objects to the notion that her needs will sometimes not be met instantly! Jack (2) has
no understanding of the fact that a world exists that is separate to him, so regardless of who is in my
study, or at the end of the phone, he is focused on the exciting toys in my study; the printer into
which he is feeding paper, the pens on my desk (why can he always find a marker pen when I never
can?), my desk chair which doubles up as a roundabout! And so I wonder what the person who has
phoned the vicar makes of noises such as, “Jack, don't do that you will break the printer,” “No, not
that pen,” or the abrupt end to a phone call instigated by the wailing of distant child.
It strikes me that for all of us, the choices we make about trivial everyday interruptions are
sometimes reflective of the priorities we have. But sometimes they are reflective of habits that we
have just got into, or are knee-jerk reactions to the person or situation that makes the loudest
demands. Perhaps priorities need to be regularly reviewed as we wonder: how do we make
decisions about whether our activity can be interrupted? Who comes first? Which clamouring noise
we are going to respond to? How do we ensure we hear the silent cries of need? How often do we
put ourselves first? And so on…
Daily life will inevitably be full of interruptions and choices, but I believe that if we find a way to
make our priorities conscious, we will be more at peace with them. What do people make of the
interruptions imposed by my children? They respond with understanding, sympathy and often
humour. Perhaps we can learn to extend the same grace to ourselves as we acknowledge that life is
instantly interruptible.
— Em Coley
Services in October
Sun 2nd 9:30 am Holy Communion Harvest
Sun 23rd 9:30 am Holy Communion
Celebration
11:00 am All Age Service
6:30 pm Refresh
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 9th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 16th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 30th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Celebration of the King James
Bible
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Children’s Church
Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a family
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome. Freewave, a
group for ages 10+, meets at the vicarage at 9:25 am on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the Month.
Craft Mornings
This month, the craft morning 10 am–12 noon will be on Saturday 8th October—bring your
children (aged 4–11) and head home to enjoy the weekend papers!

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
Minister:
The Revd Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676

Circuit Office:
Wesley Memorial Church
New Inn Hall Street
Oxford
OX1 2DH

Telephone:
01865 243216

SERVICES FOR JULY
Morning Worship each Sunday at 10:30 am.
Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 9th October at 10:30 am.
PREACHERS FOR OCTOBER AT 10:30 am WILL BE:
2nd Phil Palmer from Kidlington.
9th

The Revd John Rowland. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

16th

Hannah Clegg from Oxford.

23rd

44th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY. The Revd David Cooper, from Belfast. David was
Minister here in Kennington and Superintendent Minister of the Oxford Circuit until 2008,
and we welcome him back today.

30th

CAFÉ CHURCH. Informal Worship led by the Minister, the Revd Rosemary Davies.

The CHURCH INSTRUMENTAL GROUP meets at 10 am each Sunday morning, and
accompanies the hymns for Morning Service.
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with your
family, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for
newcomers and visitors to the village.
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OTHER DATES FOR OCTOBER
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.
Tuesday 11th

The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Wednesday 12th

Short Service of Informal Worship in the Lounge of Edith Court at
10:30 am. Do join the residents if you can.

Sunday 16th

The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at the Mon Choisy Elderly
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.

COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY 11th SEPTEMBER from
10 am onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church
Projects.
Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross and Joy Margetts. Do come
along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning out.’
The August Coffee Morning raised £125.50.
The September Coffee Morning raised £126.56.
The November Coffee Morning will be held Tuesday 8th September at 10 am.
We thank Yvonne, Carole, and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by month
to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship for
everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.
THE MONDAY CIRCLE will meet on Monday 24th October at 7:30 pm for an evening entitled
Rosalie Reminisces. All details from 01865 454296. A welcome to all.
IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private
function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is
allowed on any Methodist Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is NOT available for
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
5
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Churches Together in Kennington
I’m now back in the swing of Church life again having
returned from my three-month sabbatical and life takes on its
normal pattern of meetings, pastoral visits and Church services.
The sabbatical seems ages ago now but I have the wonderful
memories of people I met whilst I was exploring different places
of Christian pilgrimage.
During my time away I became increasingly aware that our
lives can be transformed and enriched when we understand each
other’s perspectives. For example, in Lourdes, France, my husband and I were able to experience a
Christian tradition of worship different from our own and were impressed by the inclusiveness of the
community in which sick and well people are treated as equals. And in Spain as we stood in front of the
great Cathedral at Santiago de Compostela, we watched a whole group of cyclists arrive at the end of
their long ride along the Camino (‘the way’) and engaged in conversation with people of different ages
and colours who had joined together in their one desire to reach their final destination, the purported
resting place of the remains of St James.
This month sees the celebration of One World Week (23 rd–30th October), a movement which began
over 30 years ago between people of faith and none to mark the fact that as humans we are one race,
living on one planet.
Christians hold on to the vision that we are all created in God’s image and likeness whatever the
colour of our skin or the language we speak. We are one race—the human race—and therefore, as the
Apostle Paul reminds us, we are “to love one another as sisters and brothers should and have a profound
respect for each other” (Romans 12:10).
Sadly, we fall short of that commandment whether it is in our role as citizens of our local
communities or as inhabitants of our world. As we celebrate the sacred mystery of God’s unending love
for the whole world, we call to mind the times we have sinned through fear or ignorance, failing to see
the Holy Spirit working through difference.
We sin against God when we turn away from a stranger’s suffering believing it doesn’t affect us; we
deny God when we prejudge another person, seeing ethnic or religious differences as something to fear or
distrust. We turn our back on God’s love when we don’t appreciate the richness that the diversity of
difference brings to our lives.
I truly believe that when we understand each other’s point of view, we broaden our horizons, our
lives become less insular, and we are changed as a result. Moreover, if we want a civilised society to
survive, we need to have a global perspective.
I close with a prayer taken from the 2 nd European Ecumenical Assembly held in Graz, 1997, adapted
from a text of the Indian chief Seattle which seems to encapsulate the theme of our common humanity.
Every part of this world is sacred. Whatever befalls the earth befalls the children of the earth.
This we know—the earth does not belong to us: we belong to the earth.
This we know—all things are connected: like the blood which unites one family.
This we know—we did not weave the web of life: we are merely a thread in it.
This we know—whatever we do to the web we do it to ourselves.
News update
For many many years, Mrs Beryl Warner hosted an ecumenical prayer fellowship in her own home.
Sadly Beryl died at the end of the August and some members of that prayer fellowship group attended a
very uplifting Thanksgiving Service for her life on 13 th September at St Matthew’s Church, Grandpont.
We thank God for the privilege of knowing Beryl and for her strong Christian witness, which touched so
many people’s lives.
We shall be thinking about future arrangements for this ecumenical afternoon group in due course
and will keep you posted of further developments.
— Rev Rosemary Davies
7
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Café Style Worship
What’s that all about?
You may have seen café style worship advertised under the activities of the Methodist Church from
time to time and wondered what it’s all about.
Last year at our Autumn Church Council, we agreed to try a different kind of worship whenever we
had a fifth Sunday in the month. So, we have held four such services throughout the year and the
next one takes place on Sunday 30th October at 10:30 am.
The emphasis is very much on a relaxed approach to worship, so we lay out tables and chairs in
café style in the Church and begin our worship with fairly traded refreshments.
There are no long boring sermons or complicated liturgy to sit through—just a simple informal
service. Gathered around tables, we focus on a particular theme and explore it by means of song,
prayer, quiet reflection and interaction with one another.
And of course, there is always the opportunity to refill your cup with tea and coffee and eat that
tempting cake at any point in the service!
The worship is usually led by our own Minister Rev Rosemary Davies and one of our lay people,
Andrew Dunsdon, and we aim to finish the service by 11:30 am; but sometimes people get so
involved with exploring the theme that we go over a little.
This month we’ll look at the theme of ‘The Pilgrimage of Life’, when Rosemary will speak about
some of the Christian Pilgrimage sites she visited during her sabbatical and share her reflections on
what it means to be a pilgrim in today’s world.
So why not give it a try ? Whether you come on your own or with a friend you’ll be sure of a warm
welcome.

The Rose Taylor Memorial Christmas Lunch
Last year’s October preview notice for the Rose Taylor Memorial Christmas Lunch started with the
words ‘Good News.’ Sadly this time it is very ‘Bad News.’
Due to extensive commercial bookings over all of the Christmas and New Year period, the Saïd
Business School has informed us, with great regret, that the College is unable to accommodate us
this year. We understand how disappointed you will all be but we must not forget the generous
hospitality the College has shown us for the last ten years.
As most readers will be aware, Rose Taylor, as part of her various charity works, organised an
annual Christmas Dinner for the village’s senior citizens for more than 25 years. Over those years
attendances at the festive lunch grew prompting changes in the venue and resulting in several
thousands of pounds being raised for local charities. In 2001, due the generosity of the then
Templeton College, the dinner made its home at the College and when Rose sadly died in 2006 the
event was named in her memory.
We have discussed the situation with Rose’s husband Tony and daughter Gina and agreed, as there
is no practical alternative venue in the village able to stage the event to a fitting standard, we must
just keep our fingers crossed for next year.
— George & Carole Ross

Vale News—Vale of White Horse District Council
The Vale News used to be available on the Kennington Chronicle website. With immediate effect, it
is now available only from its website. Visit valenews.whitehorsedc.gov.uk for the current and back
copies.
9
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Kennington Festival Group
We would like to see some new faces… Please don’t be shy if you think you would
like to join us… You will be most welcome.
Our next four meetings:
Monday 10th October Lunch at 12:30 pm followed by usual meeting 2–4 pm
Monday 24th October, 2–4 pm
If you require transport or need more information please ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or
emailmdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Support for anyone affected by an Acquired Brain Injury
Every year local resident, Leo Boles, organises a short-break cruise—monies from which are
donated to local causes. Headway Oxfordshire is extremely grateful that proceeds from the May
2012 cruise will benefit this local charity, assisting with transport costs for our service
members across the county.
This could be your chance to take a short cruise aboard a luxury liner, the
Independence of the Sea. This 15-deck, 1,112 foot long ship accommodates 4,370
passengers, and is the largest liner in the world. Fantastic opportunity to join a 4 night
short-break cruise, departing Southampton on Saturday 5th May 2012, with stopover in
Ireland and your chance to visit and kiss the Blarney Stone! The Independence of the
Sea features an interactive water park, the H2O Zone, a dedicated sports pool for volleyball and
basketball, and whirlpools extending from the ship’s sides. It houses an internal shopping ‘street’,
the Royal Promenade, lined with shops, pubs and wine bars, and fantastic dining. There is the
three-story Alhambra theatre seating 1,200, and a show cabaret lounge, known as the Pyramid
Lounge, based on an Egyptian theme. On a lower level is an ice skating rink, home to a series of
professional ice shows, available for personal skating. The Independence of the Sea also features
heated, fresh water pools, and a sports deck with a rock climbing wall, basketball & hockey court, a
mini golf course, and a FlowRider® surf simulator. Prices from £379 per person sharing—but these
are being snapped up!
Enquiries to: Leo Boles 01865 739739 or email advancetools@btconnect.com.
Headway Oxfordshire, 4 Bagley Wood Road. Registered Charity 299377

Volunteering with Headway
DO YOU HAVE AN HOUR OR SO TO SPARE – PERHAPS INTERESTS TO SHARE?
We are always seeking new volunteers, both within our Activity Centre at Kennington and
throughout the county. No skills are necessary—just an interest in people and a desire to help.
There are opportunities for volunteers to progress to working with our Service Users as a Personal
Assistant. This might involve helping someone with gardening, shopping, leisure activities—there
are various openings available.
We are seeking volunteer drivers to assist our Service Users to access our Activity Centre and to
participate further in community activities. Finally, we would like to hear from anyone who wishes
to volunteer for fund-raising events: either helping at Headway events or arranging their “own
thing”.
For more information contact our volunteer co-ordinator, Nicki Holland, at
nicki@headway-oxford.org.uk, or our fund-raiser, Carole Newbigging, at
carole@headway-oxford.org.uk or on 01865 326263. We would be delighted to hear
from you.
11
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Winter Warming Lunch
Kennington Women’s Institute invites you to a Winter Warming Lunch
Monday 17th October, 12 noon–2 pm, Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington
Home-made Soup, Rolls, Desserts — Tea or Coffee
£4.50 — pay at the door
CRAFTS FOR SALE, CAKE STALL, RAFFLE
ALL VERY WELCOME

British Legion Poppy Appeal 2011
As we move into October we approach the time of year known as Remembrance tide. This year the
two weeks from 29th October to 13th November will be when the army of poppy sellers go from
house to house collecting money for the help and support of armed forces, past and present, and
their families.
Every year an appeal is made for new sellers and every year one or two people come forward to
help. We do hope that it will be so this year. Some poppy sellers have been doing the job for more
years than they care to remember, but people’s circumstances change and new sellers are always
needed.
Can you help? It doesn't take long. Contact either Barbara Boyne on 01865 735634, or Sheila &
Michael Prior on 01865 739796.

Kennington4Fairtrade Sale & Coffee Morning
Fairtrade Sale and Coffee morning
Saturday 29th October, 10 am–12 noon, St Swithun’s Church Hall
Fairtrade raffle, Food, Crafts, Jewellery, Baskets
Christmas cards and lots of present ideas!
Teas and coffees and lots of delicious goodies to eat!
Supporting producers in the developing world and
helping them to earn a fair wage and feed their families.

Chocolate in meltdown: Kennington4Fairtrade
Are we going to have to pay more for our chocolate? Forecasters are suggesting we will, as
emerging markets in India and China lead to a 30% increase in demand by 2020. Prices within this
$80 billion global industry have only been kept steady through complacency and disregard for the
livelihoods of more than 5 million small-scale farmers who grow 90% of the world’s cocoa.
Farmers, chiefly in West Africa, currently receive between 3.5% to 6.4%
of the final value of a chocolate bar, depending upon the percentage of
cocoa content, a disastrous fall compared with 16% received in the late
1980’s. In contrast, the manufacturers’ share is now 70% from 56% with
retailers receiving increases from 12% to 17% over the same period.
Many chocolate companies are waking up to the situation, and to the fact
that Fairtrade can be part of a solution, helping to ensure decent incomes
for farmers and a long-term supply of quality product to companies.
If you would like to know more about how you can support Fairtrade through Kennington4Fairtrade, please see us on the village website www.kennington.org or contact the chairman, Robin
Mason, on 01865 321044.
13
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RAF Benson Families Day
At the 2011 RAF Benson Families Day on 25th August, the Air & Country Show committee
presented a cheque for £7,000 to the Benson-based Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance trust.
The total donation given to the Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust since 2007 now
stands at £22,500. Our previous charity, The Helen & Douglas House in Oxford, received a further
£14,000 from shows held in 2001–2006.
The Organising Committee thanks everyone for your support in 2011 and look forward to
welcoming them to the 13th Annual Abingdon Air & Country Show on 6th May 2012.
— Colin Smith, Abingdon Air & Country Show, www.abingdonfayre.com

Campaign to Save the Kennington Library
The Library Consultation ends 30th September
As you might have read in the last Chronicle, Kennington’s request to be moved up a band will not
be answered until after the consultation has ended on 30 th September. This will be too late if the
request is refused.
According to the Oxford County Council (OCC), nothing has been decided; yet, in discussions with
the OCC, many of the ideas and suggestions by the various libraries have already been dismissed. It
seems likely that the proposal as offered will be the only option.
There is a huge question mark hanging over the requirement of volunteers and the ability of the
library to cope with the proposal (Kennington is not the only library to be concerned). However, the
campaign continues, and we will keep you informed on our website.
The Library may be saved—but not yet its services.
— Paddy Landau — savekenningtonlibrary.blogspot.com — savekl2011@gmail.com

Kennington Link WI
September 2011 Meeting
This month members and one visitor enjoyed a talk on Wheatley Windmill by
Caroline Dalton. Who would have thought this mill was once used to grind ochre
(found on Shotover), which was then used to make paint for the Oxfordshire wagons?
Unfortunately, over the course of many years, the mill gradually fell into disuse and
was in serious need of restoration. We heard the top had collapsed and the sails had rotted but with
much enthusiasm and many volunteers a project was started to bring the mill back to its original
state. Sadly the restoration process had its ups and downs and one night, during a heavy
thunderstorm, lightning struck the mill splitting the structure from top to bottom. With
perseverance, much fund-raising, and help from the Oxford Preservation Trust the new sails were
finally put into place early in 2007.
Wheatley Windmill opens to the public each year on the 2nd Sunday of each month from May until
October, and entrance is free.
Items to Note
Tickets for the October Group Meeting will be on sale at the next meeting.
We have been given advance notice that Subscriptions for next year will be £31.50.
The next meeting will be on 5 th October when we look forward to Mr Derek Turner speaking on
The History & Preservation of Milestones. Visitors will be most welcome.
The Group Meeting will take place at 2:30 pm on 18th October in the Village Centre.
15
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Kennington Churches Together Collection
The collection for the OXFORD HOMELESS PATHWAYS will be made on Sundays 16 th and
23rd October.
Items needed:
•
•
•
•

Blankets, towels, toiletries.
For the re-homing project: Crockery, pots & pans, cutlery, household linen.
Food: Cereals, long-life milk, tins of beans and spaghetti, soup, minced beef, Marmite,
breakfast cereals, tuna.
Urgently needed: Underwear, socks, Value toothbrushes.

If you are unable to leave your donations at one of the churches in Kennington, please contact one
of us. Thank you for your help—The Oxford Homeless Pathways greatly appreciate it.
Ann Coulter
01865 739271

David Butler
01865 739487

John Marson
01865 735145

Does the Thought of your Next Heating Bill leave you Cold?
With the recent announcements from the main energy providers of large increases in the price of
energy, the cost of keep warm is rising. It is becoming harder for residents to keep their homes
heated to the recommended temperatures of 21˚C (70˚F) in the living room and 18˚C (65˚F) in
other occupied rooms. To help combat this, a free phone helpline has been set up to advise residents
in Oxfordshire how to cut their energy bills.
The service is offered by the United Sustainable Energy Agency in partnership with Oxfordshire
County Council, the five Oxfordshire District Councils and Oxfordshire Primary Care Trust.
If you are finding your energy bills unmanageable, you are not alone. Currently over 5 million
people in the UK cannot afford to pay for the heat they need. Any resident in Oxfordshire who is
struggling with their energy bills can call 0800 107 00 44 for free, impartial advice on:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cavity wall and loft insulation including the grants available
Grants and loans to help with heating system replacements
Government and energy company payments
How to switch energy suppliers to get the best deal
Advice on fuel debt
How to be more energy efficient in the home

Some of these improvements can take a few months to install; don’t wait until it gets cold to phone.
The helpline is available Monday to Friday, 9 am to 5 pm.

Also… Free Electric Blanket Testing
Oxfordshire Trading Standards and Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue are organising this year’s free
electric blanket testing. The dates and locations in October are:
Oxford:
Didcot:
Abingdon:
Wantage:

Monday 3rd & 17th
Thursday 6th
Friday 7th
Friday 21st

To make an appointment, email trading.standards@oxfordshire.gov.uk or telephone 01865 815607.
17
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Kennington Overseas Aid 2011
When you read this, the final KOA event of 2011 will have taken place.
Charity Opera will have wowed us with their talent and Clive Rodgers will
be counting the pots of loose coins and getting the accounts ready for the
AGM. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this year’s events.
Please put Thursday 17th November, 8 pm at St Swithun’s Hall in your
diary when we shall hand over the cheque to Tools for Self Reliance and
hear more about the project. Charles Swaisland has news from the Thembisa
project and Friends of Bonou have updated us too.
The wine and light refreshments will help us be amused by the times we have been taken unawares
on Clive’s camera and we see ourselves on the continuous slide show that he produces—which
recalls the year’s activities. Halcyon, this year’s chairman, will circulate copies of the proposed
projects for next year. They will also be put on our website www.koa.org.uk.
Anyone can join in and vote in January.
IDEAS for 2012
We would love to hear from Matthew Arnold students. Is there something you would like to
organise? It can be your own event aimed at your own age group but we are happy to help you
organise it and support it in any way.
So calling all the young people of Kennington—WE NEED YOU!
You can email me (Sylvia Vetta) vettasylvia@aol.com, or telephone Halcyon Leonard on 452783.
Halcyon Leonard (452783)
KOA Chairman

www.koa.org.uk

Sylvia Vetta (739071)
Vice Chairman
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Kennington Organisations for Young People
First of thank you everyone who came to Kennington Youth Club
Open Day on 10th September. It was great to see so many people there.
The club has a lot to offer the young people of Kennington and the surrounding
areas including an air hockey table, table tennis, table football, music and Wii—
and that’s just in the first room! Moving through the club there is a café area with
tuck and hot drinks available. Then there is the living room with sofas, HD TV, a
projector projecting music videos and a brand new pool table.
Kennington Youth Club will start by having one session a week on a Monday night 7–8:30 pm,
providing a safe and fun place for young people to
hang out. Feel free to drop in and say hello. If you
are interested in helping the youth club through
volunteering or in any other way, contact me.
Finally I thank everyone who has ever helped with
Kennington Youth Club, especially Imogene Haslam
and Ellie Matthews, who got the grant that has
refurbished the club, and the management committee for all their hard work. I am really excited
about where the Youth Club is heading.
— Alice Dore, email a.dore@larkmead.oxon.sch.uk

Kennington Swimming Club

was founded in 1984 with the
intention of providing reasonably priced swimming for Kennington families,
now including the surrounding area, at Radley College Pool. The current
committee feels this objective has been successful and that our fees are good
value and most competitive. At present our members’ ages range from a few
years to octogenarians, and we feel the future success of the club depends on recruiting new
members, particularly younger members. With this in mind we offer a warm welcome to
unaccompanied teenagers (up to 18 years) to join KSC for the remainder of the current year, until
the end of April 2012, for a fee of £30. (If accompanied by an adult member it would be £10.) This
would enable a member to swim free on a Monday and Thursday at 8 pm for 30 minutes. and
Saturdays at 9 am for one hour. A supplement of 50p is charged for the Saturday if the member
swims in the mid week sessions.
If you would like to give it a try, it’s FREE at any of these sessions. Please contact our secretary,
Kath Suckling on 739788, to arrange a date or for more information. Also see our website:
www.kennington.org/organisations/swim/KennSwimmingClub.htm

3rd Kennington Brownies are for girls aged 7–10 years. We
meet on Tuesdays during term time from 5:30–7 pm at the Methodist
Church Hall, Edith Court, off Upper Road.
We enjoy working towards earning badges, playing games, craft works
and going on outings. Contact Angie Axe (Brown Owl) on 01865 736271
to place your daughter or to come along to help.

Kennington Athletic Football Club is excited about
the forthcoming football season and would like to share some of the
things we have been up to over the course of last season.
The club was delighted to be officially granted the FA Charter Standard
Club award from the English Football Association in October 2010.
The0.00" FA Charter Standard Clubs programme was established in
February 2001 and is a core component of the FA Football
Development programme.
…/continued
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The project is designed to help clubs to improve standards of coaching, administration, player
development and child protection. The award is presented to those clubs who have raised their standards
in these areas and lead the field in promoting best football practice, both on and off the pitch, in grass
roots football.
The boys and girls playing for our teams compete within the Oxford Mail leagues for both boys and girls.
Last season one of our teams reached the final of the league knock-out cup, and two others were runners
up in their respective leagues. We hope to go one better this season and have some winning teams within
the club.
Every year the football club hosts its annual football tournament at the end of April. This year’s event
was held at Forest Side over the weekend of 30 th April and 1st May. As always the weather was glorious.
Over 60 teams, about 600 boys and girls, aged from 6 to 11, had a marvellous footballing experience.
The football tournament is a lot of hard work for all those people involved but is our biggest fund-raising
event of the year and helps to keep the club finances in good shape. We hold other smaller fund raising
events throughout the year. The next one is a Race Night at the Kennington Social Club on Saturday 15 th
October—non-club members are welcome to attend.
Finally I’ll tell you about our Football Academy, which is run during the spring and early summer for
players aged 5 to 7. This is a chance for young players to get their first taste of football from our
experienced FA Level 1 coaches within the club, in a relaxed non-competitive environment for boys and
girls to come along with their friends and see what football has to offer them. We also use this as a feeder
to form our younger teams within the club.
This season we are proud of two boys who attended the academy in 2008 and were signed at the end of
August by Reading FC Centre of Excellence for season 2012/13.
We welcome enquires from boys or girls aged 6 and older, new sponsors and volunteers who would like
to join the club. If you are interested please visit our web site www.kenningtonathleticfc.org for more
details and contact information.
— Trevor Briggs, Under 14 Boys Manager

1st Kennington Guides is part of Girlguiding UK and is for girls aged 10–15. We meet on
Fridays during term time and it’s all about having fun, learning new skills and being a part of
our community.
Members take part in a wide range of exciting activities at our regular meetings, and at
special events or holidays. Past activities this year have included video editing, outdoor
cooking (and eating), making things—in fact girls do0.00" everything from adventure sports
to playing fun games, and from taking part in community action projects to the performing
arts.
We visited the Oxford Gang Show and raised money for the
Oxford Children’s Hospital as well as the Charities supported by
the Mayor of Abingdon.
This year’s summer camp was at Blackwell Adventure and we
are now looking forward to our trip to Switzerland in 2012 to
visit the home of World Guiding, Our Chalet.
Guides work together in small groups or ‘Patrols’ and, with the
support of an adult Leader, choose and run some of the activities
themselves using Go for It! resource packs.
With Girlguiding UK girls can just be themselves in a girl-only space: making friends, learning new skills
and having fun. Guiding is for girls of all backgrounds, abilities and nationalities.
You can join straight away as Kennington Guides do not currently have a waiting list. You do not need to
have been a Brownie or Guide before to join. To arrange a meeting to visit, contact Jo on
kenningtonguides@hotmail.com or 07940 537992. For more general information on guiding, see
www.girlguiding.org.uk or our new website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
…/continued
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Kennington Amateur Dramatic Society (KADS)

has
been established in Kennington for over 30 years, producing many plays, musicals
and pantomimes to a high standard with a great reputation. We actively encourage
youth development, taking children from secondary school age upwards. We are
always looking for ideas and ways to involve our younger members beyond their
usual pantomime involvement and we take their interest seriously as we know that
they are our future adult members and the ones who will keep the society going.
Indeed many of our adult members today started their dramatic life in our youth
ranks. We operate a strict and responsible chaperone system in line with child
protection guidelines. Our next show, the pantomime Cinderella, has begun
rehearsals and will be performed as usual at the end of January. www.kenningtonads.org.uk

St Swithun’s Church holds a Craft Morning on the second Saturday of
the month from 10 am to 12 noon for 4–11 year-olds. This enterprise started initially as a seasonal
opportunity, with children coming at Christmas, Easter and Mothering Sunday to make crafts on the
seasonal theme—often to give as gifts.
This soon grew into a monthly venture and the children now enjoy the creative
opportunities on wider ranging themes, from different types of printing to making
puppets or games of all varieties.
You would think that 30 children in the church would make something of a racket
—but not in the least! I have been amazed and impressed at their diligence with
their craft making, their attention to detail, and indeed the hush that descends on
the church as they concentrate on their work. And this pays off, for each child
leaves with a bag of unique items of which they are proud—with good reason.
If your child would enjoy craft-making, please bring them along on the second Saturday of the
month. There is no need to book; the only dilemma you will have is what to do with those precious
two hours!
— Rev Em Coley 735135

40th Oxford (Kennington) Sea Scout Group:

Scouting for Boys
and Girls in Kennington has been running for over 70 years now. Scouting itself started 105
years ago in England at Brown Sea Island Poole, and soon spread all round the world. We
offer a wide variety of activities and new skills, such as fire lighting; cooking on an open
fire; map reading; climbing; abseiling; boating; and playing games. We also like to go away
camping and gain a bit of independence, the most important being making new friends and
developing social skills. You will leave with skills to last you a lifetime, and hopefully stay on and
go into leadership and give a little of what you have learnt to the next generation! In 2007 Warrior
Scout Troop and Endeavour Cub Pack went along to the world’s 21 st Scout Jamboree at
Chelmsford, Essex, and camped at the New Forest to celebrate 100 years of scouting. It was hard
work, but the best experience of my and other leaders time ever! We met and camped with people
from all over the world. It holds great memories that will always be treasured.

If you have a son or daughter and would like them to join the Scouting Movement then please
contact me, Maria, on 07727 36354 or 01865 421671. We have a waiting list for Beavers but
some room to start now in Cubs and Scouts. Beavers run on Thursdays 4:45–6 pm for 6–8 year…/continued
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olds, and we have a choice of cub packs: Adventure Cubs run Wednesdays 6:30–8 pm; Endeavour
Cub Pack Thursdays 6:30–8 pm (cubs are aged 8–10½); Warrior Scout Troop Mondays 7:15–9 pm
(10½–14 years). We also have with our group an Explorer Unit, which is district-led, and meets
Tuesdays 7:45–9:15 pm (14–18 years). Please remember that scouting is not just for the young
ones, why don’t you grown-ups sign up too? You too can gain skills and keep the scouting
movement alive in the village providing the young people of this community with worthwhile skills
to lead them into the future. Together with your help let’s keep scouting in Kennington going
another 70 years and more!
— Maria Chaundy, Group Scout Leader

Kennington Cricket Club—Youth Section: Kennington Cricket Club has a
thriving youth section and welcomes boys and girls of any age and level of experience from the
complete beginner. We run teams at Under 11 and Under 13 levels in the Oxfordshire Cricket
Association League and Cup competitions, and the younger age groups compete in the Vale of
White Horse Kwik Cricket tournaments. Kwik Cricket is a version of the game played with a “soft”
ball, and this is the way we introduce young players to the game—our youngest players are
currently seven years old! At the other end of the age range, many of the more experienced players
aged 14 and above play in Sunday games or in the Club’s 1 st and 2nd XI teams on Saturdays in the
OCA League.
From May to August we run outdoor training sessions at the cricket ground, Playfield
Road, on Saturday mornings 9:30–11.30 am, and youth matches are played on either
Sunday mornings (Kwik Cricket and Under 13) or weekday evenings (Under 11). In
the winter, from January to April, we have indoor coaching sessions on Sunday
evenings 6–8 pm, which we hold at the new Sports Centre at the Oxford Academy.
So, if you would like to learn the game or join in at any level and age, please contact
any of us at the Club—you will be made very welcome!
Youth cricket: Graham Rowley 01865 739117 & Brian Sutton 01865 739936
Senior cricket: Norm Robins 01865 730704

Rainbow Guides are the youngest members of Girlguiding UK.
Kennington Thames Rainbows meet each Monday afternoon during termtime at Kennington Methodist Church 4:30–5:30 pm. This autumn our
Unit celebrates its 10th Birthday, but we do more than party. Our
programme has activities based on four themes: Love, Learn, Look and
Laugh. We have room for more to join in the fun, so if you are between 5
and 7 call Pauline Robinson on 01865 453791.

Children’s Choir Music Mayhem

meets during term

time.
Contact Jill Bradley 01865 736040.

Kennington Library holds special events for children from 0 to 18. Books are free to
reserve and borrow, and much more than just books is available when you are the proud owner of a
library card. Everyone (even adults) have free access to on-line dictionaries, encyclopædia and
other references.
Rhymetime, for under-5s, runs every 3rd Wednesday of the month during term-time. Storytime runs
in the holidays. We also have a Summer Reading Challenge and Aware Party every year.
All children have a warm welcome in the Library.
— Dominique, in the Library or on 01865 730763
The village has several other organisations, including commercial, for children and teenagers (and
adults). See the noticeboards around the village and in the Village Centre.
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Kennington Library Newsletter
The Circus Stars Reading Challenge was as successful as it was last year, and at the time of
writing we are looking forward to a great Children’s Award Party. Many thanks to all who have
contributed. The only way that we can provide this type of extra fun to you, the readers, is thanks to
the Friends of Kennington Library fund-raising…
… So, please take part in the Children’s Poetry Competition and come to the Kennington
Literary Festival. All the money raised during these big events (Film Night, Festival, Gala
Night) will provide the funds to support your local library extras and the quality of service after the
Library Consultation results.
Something for everyone…
The Kennington Literary Festival on Saturday 15th October has local and world-class visitors to
interest all ages and tastes, including authors MG Harris, Margaret Pelling, Brian Aldiss, Juliet
McKenna, Frank Egerton and Helen Peacocke; illustrator Korky Paul; presenter Bill Heine;
and Oxford’s new City Poet Kate Clanchy.
We also would appreciate help on the day. A community Bring and Share Café will run all day.
The Café needs your donation—homemade cakes or biscuits; savoury foods such as pizza, salad,
chicken drumsticks, sandwiches with any filling, fruits, or anything else. If you can help, please let
the Friends know what you can contribute.
The Friends now have a table and a board on the right inside the library door. There is also a
Festival Letterbox on the table for the times that it is unmanned.
Obviously, with the Festival over one evening (the Film Night) and all of the following day, we will
not have a Wednesday Morning Talk; but we have restarted Rhymetime for the preschool children
(see below).
I am proud and grateful to all the readers who give unstinting support to me and to your library.
THANK YOU!
Dominique Henderson
For further information on all the Oxfordshire Libraries Services please log on to
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries.
Opening hours
Mon 2–5:30 pm; Wed 10 am–12:30 pm; Fri 2–7 pm; Sat 10 am–1 pm.
Kennington Library 01865 730763 — www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Rhymetime
Wednesday 19th October, 10:45–11:15 am.
We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers
to sing along with some English and French seasonal verses.
Free refreshments kindly provided by
The Friends of Kennington Library.

All children under 10 to be accompanied by an adult carer.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.
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Kennington Women’s Institute

WI

October 2011
Mrs Palma, the President, welcomed members to the September meeting. Various
items of business were discussed including a questionnaire from the W.I. Group
Meeting Convenor about timings and dates of their future meetings.
Our speaker, Mr John Owen, from the Royal National Lifeboat Institution was then
introduced. Mr Owen gave a most interesting and informative talk about the history of the RNLI
including the number of calls to assist people in distress received each year. He made his talk even
more interesting by displaying models of the various lifeboats now used by the crews together with
the cost of their construction. The part concerning the training facility and how the money was
raised, and how it is now self-financing, was fascinating.
A short quiz then took place in members’ time before the meeting closed.
“The History of Jewellery” is the title of the talk at our next meeting on Wednesday 12 th October at
7:15 pm in the Village Centre. A representative from Phoenix Cards will also be joining us with a
selection of Christmas and other types of greeting cards for sale.
Just to remind readers of the Kennington Chronicle that we are holding a Winter Warming Lunch
on Monday 17th October, 12 noon–2 pm in the Methodist Church. All are welcome.

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements.
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if insufficient space. (Submissions to the Editor
page 41).
90th Birthday Party
Thank you to all my friends from Edith Court and Kennington who came along to my recent 90 th
birthday party and many thanks also for all my wonderful gifts. I hope you all enjoyed the day as
much as I did.
— John Davis
Ronald Edward Cousins 1927–2011
The youngest of four, Ron was born in St Ebbes, Oxford. He moved to Bagley Close a few years
after he married Pamela and was one of the ‘originals’ in the Close. Working as an oar and scull
specialist, crews in the Olympic Games won medals using many of Ron’s oars. Later, he worked
in semi-retirement as a Waterman for Merton and Worcester Colleges. Not many people can say
they can punt to work, which he did every day to cross the river. Ron grew dahlias and
chrysanthemums, winning many a trophy or certificate at Kennington Horticultural Society and
around Oxfordshire. Sadly, Pamela died in 2007 after 53 years of happy marriage, but he carried
on with the support of his daughter, Sue, and her family, with Ron doing everything he could to
encourage his grandchildren. In his later years, his gardening tips were in demand at the Festival
Club where he played Bingo with friends new and old. Ron will be sadly missed by his family and
friends, and I take this opportunity to thank everyone for all their cards and kind messages at this
very sad time.
— Sue, Michael, Barry & Claire Graves
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Parish Council Matters
September 2011 Meeting
Minutes available online. See page 30.
Plans for the BMX Track on Forest Side has
been given the go-ahead with a grant of
£11,390 from Waste Recycling Environmental
Limited (WREN). Construction begins in
October and will take around six weeks to
complete.
In agreement with the Vale, the new Simpson’s
Way development will continue the existing
numbering rather than being given a new road
name.
The Parish Council considered its Library
Consultation response, and has decided to
submit a letter supporting the request by the
Friends Group to change the Kennington
Library’s banding, along with some concerns
about the methodology used.
Motorcycles have been used on the Water
Meadows. The police are aware of this misuse,
and will impound any vehicles untaxed or
uninsured.
The Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust
(BBOWT) and the Oxford Conservation

Volunteers (OCV) will start work early next
year to tidy the Kennington Pool site. They will
create a suitable habitat for an otter holt.
Dates of Council Meetings
October 2011
The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 13th October at 7:30 pm.
Parish ‘Office’ will be held on Saturday 1st
October from 10am to 11am.
The Planning Committee meets
Tuesdays 4th & 25th October at 8:00 pm.
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan as they have only 21 days to
send in their comments. Therefore please
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you
receive notification to ensure the Parish
Council members are aware of any neighbour
objections. Plans can be viewed by
arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
All meetings are held in the Village Centre
and are open to the public.
To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

Kennington and District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will be singing Handel’s Messiah in the
Holywell Music Room in Oxford on Sunday 9th October at 3 pm. Entrance is FREE with the
collection going to Headway Oxfordshire.
Our soloists will be Claire Barratt (Soprano), Rebecca Martin (Contralto), Ian Barratt (Tenor)
and Stephen Barratt (Bass). The accompanist will be Linda Ang Stoodley and the conductor will
be Trevor Cowlett.
It will be a “Sing-In” performance, so bring your copies with you if you would like to join the choir
for the afternoon, or come and enjoy listening to this famous oratorio. Everyone is more than
welcome.
For more information, ring Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885 or visit www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
➢
➢
➢
➢

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and
in the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Go to On-line Archives.
Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: Oxfordshire Craft Guild Christmas Exhibition; Anglo-German Club
Programme; Headway Newsletter.
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre
I am pleased to inform you that Lisa Boutayeb joins us as our new Health Care Assistant at the end
of September. She will work with Debbie to provide a full service of taking bloods and providing
other clinical services such as blood pressures and ECG. We welcome Lisa to our team and hope
that she will enjoy her time at Kennington.
We have received a lot of interest in our search for a new doctor. The recruitment process continues
and we hope to bring you more news next month.
May I please remind you that we do not offer a repeat prescription service over the telephone for
anyone under the age of 65. Where you are eligible to call then please do not call before 10:30 am.
You may book repeat prescriptions via our website or call into the practice. May I also remind you
that we need 48 working hours to process that request and prescriptions will not be available for
collection until 4:30 pm. This is our usual policy.
Over the last six months I have tried to keep you informed of the changes that have happened and
are in the pipeline for the next few months. We fully understand that sometimes these can be
frustrating but they are required in order for us to comply with legislation and changing NHS
directives. May I please request that you continue to work with our staff in a calm manner to ensure
that we can provide you with a service while these changes happen.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
Did you know: You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website.

Kennington History Society
Just as we go to press members are looking forward to the Society’s first meeting following the
summer break. Because of the popular nature of the subject matter a large attendance is expected at
the September event, an illustrated talk by railway historian Frank Cooper, which will tell the
story of ‘The Great Western Society: 50 years at Didcot.’
A full report of this meeting will be included in next month’s Chronicle report.
Later in the month sees the History Society’s annual coach trip, which this year is to the historic
City of Chichester on Thursday 22nd September. Report next month.
‘this month’
The History Society’s next event will be held on Monday 17th
October in the Methodist Church starting at 7:45 pm when a
member, Margaret Biggs, will give an illustrated talk telling the story
of ‘Kennington Girl Guides’.
‘next month’
Next month’s meeting will be held on Monday 21st November at 7:45 pm when
the Chairman of the Burma Star Association, John Giddings MBE, will give
an illustrated talk entitled, ‘My Far Eastern War’.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @
£2:50
George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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Village Diary
October 2011
Sat
Tue

1 Pam’s Office
4 Parish Council Planning

Wed

5

Sat
8
Sun
9
Mon 10
Tue 11
Wed 12

Village Centre
Village Centre

NHS Blood Donation Session: Give blood, save lives

Village Centre

Kennington Link WI: History of Milestones
Oxfolk Ceilidh: Panjandrum
Handel’s Messiah
Festival Group Lunch
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Short Service
Kennington WI: History of Jewellery
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington Literary Festival Film Show
Kennington Literary Festival (all day)

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Holywell Music Room
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall
Village Centre

Thu
Fri
Sat

13
14
15

Sun

16 Service

Tue
Sat

Kennington WI Winter Warming Lunch
Kennington History Society: Kennington Girl Guides
18 Trefoil Guild: BBOWT—What do they do?
22 Festival Group Mini-Sale

Sun

23 Methodist Church 44th Anniversary Celebration Services Methodist Church

Mon 17

Mon 24 Festival Group
Tue 25 Parish Council Planning
Wed 26 Kennington Horticultural Society: Flower Arranging
Wed

2

Sat

5

Mon 7
Tue
8
Wed 9
Thu 10
Sat 12
Tue

15

Wed 16

November 2011
Kennington Link WI: Italian Roundabout
Pam’s Office
Kennington Cancer Fund: Christmas Bazaar
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: Entertainment
Parish Council Meeting
Oxfolk Ceilidh: Dyer Cummings
Trefoil Guild: Woodland Trust
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Horticultural Society:
AGM; Tim Walker, Land of Giants & Volcanoes
St Swithun’s Church Christmas Bazaar

Sat

19

Sun

20 Service
Festival Group
Kennington History Society: My Far Eastern War
26 Library Gala Evening

Mon 21
Sat

10–11 am
8 pm
1:30–3:30 pm
4:15–7:30 pm
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
3 pm
12 noon–4 pm
10 am–12 noon
10:30 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
from 10 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
12 noon–2 pm
7:45 pm
7:30 pm

Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre

10:30 am
6:30 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm
7:30 pm

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre

2:15 pm
10–11 am
10 am–12 noon
2–4 pm
10 am–12 noon
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
8 pm

Village Centre

7:30 pm

Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre

10 am–12 noon
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
7:30 pm

The Village Diary is in the Post Office. Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.

Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.
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