
The Royal British Legion
celebrates 90 years since is foundation in 1921.

Military Repatriations have moved from Wootton Bassett to Carterton.
Kennington’s Service of Remembrance takes place on

Sunday 13th November starting at 10:45 at the War Memorial.

“It’s in the CHRONICLE”
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The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
The Rev Em Coley 01865 735135

The New Vicarage, Ross Court, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD
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Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 9:25 am

4th Sunday: All Age Service 11:00 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Pam Johnston.........................................................................................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults)........................................................................0800  317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577........................08458 505505
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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There is a spin off of Doctor Who called  Torchwood. The most recent series of this was called 
Miracle Day. I am not sure I understood all the nuances of this gripping 10-week drama, but the plot 
revolved around the idea of immortality coming into the world. People were fatally injured but they did 
not die. The old got older and more decrepit but they did not die. People were sick and got sicker but they 
too did not die.

Interestingly,  the  programme turned on its  head the  idea  that  immortality  is  something to  be 
sought after, for as the population grew, the standard of living decreased. The morality of those in charge 
became  frightening  to  behold,  and  people  were  categorised—not  into  the  living  and  the  dead  but 
according to the quality of life they were living.

The heroic  team saving the  world,  searching for  a  way to end immortality,  were  in  the  end 
successful and so the heroine mused:

In a pit in Old Shanghai, I brought death back to the world. It was like a breath. A  
breath that went around the whole wide world.

The last breath. And then no more.

We said goodbye to them then, the dads and the  mams, the sick and the old, the  
friends and the neighbours. And the people we once met. And the people whose names we  
never knew. We said goodbye to them all on the day that death came back.

I felt somewhat cheated by the ending mainly because it is so at odds with my faith. I believe that 
Jesus conquered death. Not in a way that brings immortality to the world, but I believe that through his  
death and resurrection he took the power out of death.

Paul, writing to the church in Corinth claims, “The last enemy to be destroyed is death”; the very 
familiar hymn ‘Abide with Me’ contains the words, “Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? I 
triumph still, if Thou abide with me”; and at the end of a funeral service I use the following words: “We 
leave this service knowing that love is never defeated by death, that in the end it is the harvest of a new 
beginning.”

These words remind us that God has turned death into a doorway. Unlike the characters in a 
science fiction drama, we cannot enjoy, or endure, immortality, but God offers the gift of everlasting life.  
He promises a better place, a place where there will be no more crying and no more pain and his will for 
each of us is that we know the hope, comfort and courage that the gift of eternal life brings.

— Em Coley
Services in November

Sun 6th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:00 pm “The Bible set to Music”, 

St James, Radley

Sun 13th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 20th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 27rd 9:30 am Parish Communion
11:00 am All Age Service
6:30 pm Advent Carols (Churches 

Together)
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Children’s Church

Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a family 
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome. Freewave, a 
group for ages 10+, meets at the vicarage at 9:25 am on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the Month.

Craft Mornings

This month, the craft morning 10 am–12 noon will be on  Saturday 12th November—bring your 
children (aged 4–11) and head home to enjoy the weekend papers!

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

Minister: Circuit Office:
The Revd Rosemary Davies Wesley Memorial Church
9 Ramsay Road New Inn Hall Street
Headington Oxford
Oxford OX1 2DH
OX3 8AX 01865 243216
01865 763676

SERVICES FOR JULY

Morning Worship each Sunday at 10:30 am.

Holy Communion will be celebrated Sunday 9th October at 10:30 am.

PREACHERS FOR OCTOBER AT 10:30 am WILL BE:

6th We welcome Mr Graham Kirby from Kidlington to lead worship.

13th (Remembrance Sunday) There will be NO service in the Methodist Church as we shall be 
joining  in  the  Village  Service  of  Remembrance  commencing  at  10:45 am  at  the  War 
Memorial, followed by a United Service in St Swithun’s Church.

20th (World Church Sunday) We are pleased to welcome Rev Nicole Sims who has served the 
Church in Ghana. This service will also include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.

27th (Advent Sunday) We welcome Dr Robert  Protherough, a member of Wesley Memorial 
Church, to lead worship.

6:30 pm:  United  Service at  St  Swithun’s  Church to  celebrate  the beginning of  Advent. 
Come and sing Advent carols and hear readings and reflections appropriate to this special 
season.

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN KENNINGTON offers a real welcome to everyone, with your 
family, to share in worship and friendship with them. There is always a very warm welcome for  
newcomers and visitors to the village.

OTHER DATES FOR NOVEMBER
EVERY SUNDAY The Church Instrumental Group rehearses at 10 am.

Tuesday 8th The Monthly Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy in the Methodist Church 
Hall from 10 am onwards.

Wednesday 16th
Short  Service  of  Informal  Worship  in  the  Lounge of  Edith  Court  at 
10:30 am. Do join the residents if you can. Please note the change from the  
second to the third Wednesday, for this month only.

Sunday 20th The Monthly Service of Prayer and Praise at  the  Mon Choisy Elderly 
Persons Home at 3 pm and at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.
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COFFEE MORNING AND BRING & BUY. This next Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy will 
be held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on TUESDAY 8th NOVEMBER from 10 am 
onwards. There will be many bargains, and all the proceeds will go towards Church Projects.

Our Coffee Mornings are organised by Yvonne Enock, Carole Ross and Joy Margetts. Do come 
along, and bring your friends with you. It will make a most enjoyable ‘morning out.’

We thank Yvonne, Carole, and Joy, with their many helpers, for the work they do month by month 
to make these Coffee Mornings such a financial success, and such a happy time of friendship for 
everyone who comes. A very big “THANK YOU” from us all.

IF YOU WISH TO USE THE METHODIST CHURCH PREMISES for a party or a private 
function, please contact  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885.  No smoking, gambling, or alcohol is 
allowed on any Methodist  Church premises. Kindly note that the Church is  NOT available for 
bookings on ANY SATURDAY.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Churches Together in Kennington

A couple of years ago my husband Lee bought me a DS 
with the game “Brain Trainer”. The idea of this game is 
that you work on a series of mental agility puzzles in order 
to  improve  your  memory.  The  aim  is  to  work  towards 
having the quality of memory of a much younger person.

I was useless at it. Initially my memory was of a 72 year 
old, and it degenerated! In the end, I gave up and gave the 
DS to a friend.

This doesn’t mean, however, that I think memory is unimportant.

On the contrary, at periods when I have struggled to remember times, places, conversations, or that 
significant piece of information that will win an argument (!) I find it enormously frustrating. It 
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strikes me that November is a month that centres on the theme of memory. We have All Saints Day 
on 1st November, when we remember those we have loved, remembering their companionship in 
this life, and giving thanks for all that their memories still mean to us. We remember, remember 
with a squeal  of  excitement  the 5th of  November,  then with a  sharp change in  tone,  we reach 
Remembrance Sunday (this year on 13th November), and we remember all those who have died in 
the pursuit of peace.

Year after year, across the country more and more people turn up for the Act of Remembrance on 
this  important Sunday. This marks, I think, both an increased awareness of conflict  around the 
world, and the commitment to ensure that the memory of those who died in the World Wars does  
not fade out of this country’s consciousness.

Remembrance Sunday offers us the opportunity to honour those who were and are prepared to lay 
down their lives in the cause of peace in our world, to pray for those caught up in conflict not of 
their own doing or desire, and to give thanks for all those, individuals and organisations, who work 
tirelessly and bravely for peace.

I hope we can make the most of the opportunities this month to sharpen our memories—individual 
and communal—to give thanks, and to pray.

Sunday 13th November: Act of Remembrance at  10:45 am at the War Memorial,  followed by 
service in church.

Sunday 27th November: Advent Carols (Churches Together) at 6:30 pm in St Swithun’s Church

— Rev Em Coley
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Kendall Copse for 2011

This  has  been a  quiet  year,  with  trees  planted  three  and four  years  ago growing quite  nicely, 
although we have lost some with the early dry spell.

It is more difficult to assess the hedge growth. Although the eastern field hedge (the first) is doing 
quite well, the second seems to be struggling. The difficulties arise from the weed growth, burdock 
in particular, over-shadowing the much smaller saplings.

The new Redbridge seemed pretty disastrous at first, with fences down and large machines across 
the eastern field, but all was put back as good as new, including the hole in the old fence needed for 
access. Even the railway sleepers in Hinksey Brook, reducing the depth from four foot to six inches 
(oops—floods?) were tidied away.

A group of Kennington Guides was out last week, helping to plant-up a couple of dozen primroses 
along the first block of trees and then on to clearing the last ragwort from the eastern field central  
blocks of trees. This made a real difference.

Finally, I would like to clear a lot of the dead burdock and the Japanese knotweed and to burn it 
around  the  concrete  base  of  the  old  stable  block.  This  would  make  an  ideal  spot  for  future  
barbecues but is currently surrounded and overgrown by weeds. Clearing it would make a real 
difference for users of Kendall Copse in years to come.

So… can we ask for help in clearing and burning this old burdock, please?

Sundays 6th & 13th November, early 10:30 to 12, later 1:30 to 3

Hope you can help!

— Roger Gelder, Friends of Kendall Copse, 01865 436081, roger.gelder@ntlworld.com

Kennington Festival Group

Now the Summer has truly gone and the inclination to  go out and 
about is not so great, or you just feel you need a bit of company, why 
not come along and join us on a Monday afternoon for an hour or two 
of social therapy.

You are invited to an open afternoon on Monday 21st November when 
are having a new clothes sale brought to us by Yvonne. Please come 
along at 2 pm. We will be having a game of Bingo or Scrabble from 
2:30–3:15. If you would rather not join in these please come along after 
that when we will be having tea and cakes.

Our next meetings are on Mondays 7th & 21st November and 5th December, 2–4 pm.

If  you  require  transport  or  need  more  information  please  ring  Margaret  on 
01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.
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Kennington Link WI
October 2011 Meeting

After opening the meeting the President congratulated Mrs Barbara Bayliss and Mrs 
Joan Bowen Thomas, who had both celebrated their Diamond Weddings a few days 
earlier.

Our speaker for the afternoon was Mr Turner who spoke on ‘The History and Preservation of 
Milestones’.  We saw detailed slides of fine and varied milestones,  most of which were in the 
Oxfordshire area. Our attention was drawn to the one at the end of Bagley Wood Road, and another 
one situated on the corner of Iffley Turn, which was dated 1635 and is now in a sad state of repair. 
As we reflected on the different shapes and styles it was interesting to learn that Roman numerals  
indicate  an  18th century  milestone  while  the  19th century  specimens  display  Arabic  numbers. 
Unfortunately, some were lost during the war years being either buried or defaced, however there is 
still  a considerable variety left  for us to see today. Mr Turner stressed the need to interest  the 
younger generation in old milestones if we want to preserve our heritage.

Business  matters: The  President  would  be  grateful  for  any  thoughts  or  ideas  for  next  year’s 
speakers. Arrangements were made for a lunch outing, and ideas for “Selling a Million Cups of Tea 
for Denman” are in hand.

The next meeting will be on 2nd November when the speaker will be Daphne Sinclair. Her talk is 
entitled, ‘Italian Roundabout’.

KADS update—Cinderella is coming
Rehearsals have started and ticket sales are good for this much-loved  panto. Last performed by 
KADS in 1993 and believe it or not some of us are still treading the boards albeit older and wiser. 
We have a cracking cast and toe tapping tunes to brighten those dark days of winter for everyone 
from 5 to 95. Again we will be donating a percentage of ticket sales and bucket collections to a 
local charity.

DON’T DELAY! Ring BOX OFFICE on 01865 739025 to reserve your seats now (see page 17).

LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU THERE—BIBBIDI-BOBBIDI-BOO!

The Parish Clerk, Pam Johnston
Following an emergency admission on 7th September to the John Radcliffe Hospital,  the Parish 
Council Clerk, Pam Johnston, was transferred to the Churchill on 25 th September and has been 
diagnosed with Primary CNS Lymphoma.

Pam has  resigned as  Clerk  to  the  Parish Council  with  immediate  effect  to  concentrate  on  the 
treatment  she  will  be  receiving.  The  next  5  months  will  see  her  go  through  a  course  of 
Chemotherapy. She will be in and out of hospital during that time but her husband, Bob and family 
and friends would welcome contact. Pam has a new phone and is happy to receive text messages 
only on 07818 799123.

Please note the usual service to the village provided by the Parish Council and the Clerk will be 
disrupted during this time. We are working on appointing someone to assist in the short-term but 
ask Residents to be patient during this difficult time.

You are welcome to contact me if you require assistance.

— Peter Biggs, Chairman Kennington Parish Council
01865 730353 or 07831 661365. peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Act of Remembrance

KENNINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE AT KENNINGTON WAR MEMORIAL

SUNDAY 13th NOVEMBER at 10:45 am

You are invited to join together for an Act of Remembrance

The procession to the War Memorial will start at the Tandem car park at 10:45 am. There will be a 
service of Remembrance and wreath laying after the Silence at 11am, concluding with a service in 
St Swithun’s church.

An Order of Service and Hymn Sheet will be available on the day. The Parish Council is looking  
for volunteers who can help give out the order of service; please contact the Clerk, Pam Johnston 
on Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com or 01865 421126.

Please assemble at the War Memorial by 10:45     am.  

ROAD CLOSURE & BUS SUSPENSION

Kennington Road and The Avenue will  be closed to traffic from Edward Road to Poplar 
Grove 10:30–11:30 am. Bagley Wood Road will also close at the War Memorial end. Please let 
any visitors know about the road closures. The 35 bus route will also be suspended for a 
period. The Parish Council apologises for any inconvenience but there is a need to protect the 
safety of people who will be attending the service.

Kennington Women’s Institute WI
October 2011

Our President, Mrs Palma, welcomed members to our October meeting. Various 
items of business were discussed and a Science and Skills survey from OFWI was 
completed.

Our  speakers,  Mr  and  Mrs  Jeffries,  had  been  busy  setting  up  their  eclectic 
collection  of  jewellery  in  preparation  for  their  talk  on  the  History  of  Jewellery.  This  was  a 
fascinating and broad ranging subject beginning with Georgian jewellery and on down to the very 
modern techniques of today. They showed us many examples of the different eras of jewellery and 
explained how and why tastes changed. They also gave us tips on how to look after and clean our 
jewellery. Did you know that you can clean a silver necklace using toothpaste?

After the talk Mr and Mrs Jeffries took time to talk to the members about their own jewellery and to 
judge  our  competition.  There  were  16  entries—members  had  been  asked  to  bring  a  piece  of 
jewellery. Mr and Mrs Jeffries decided the winners not on the most expensive but on which were 
the most interesting pieces.

Vickie from Phoenix Cards had a stall of Christmas and other types of greetings cards for sale and 
members made full use of the stall.

Will our members please note that ‘Pandemonium’ is NOT able to attend our November meeting. 
We will however, have another interesting mystery Speaker to entertain you.

Kennington Women’s Institute meets on the 2nd Wednesday in the month at 7:15 pm in the Village 
Centre. Do come along and join us.
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New Year’s Day Concert

A most varied programme of Music & Excellent Soloists

The Oxford Brass Players — Sunday 1st January 2012 at 8:00 pm

A great night out on New Year’s Day

All proceeds to Oxford Alzheimer Vale House, Botley.

Tickets only £3

Cowley Conservative Club, Between Towns Road (by kind permission).

Please contact Frank Wolff, 01865 326271 ,14 Rowles Close, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LX
(or the Club, 01865 779354).

Cheques payable to Oxford Vale House Charity № 299766

BMX track

In 2009 a group of young BMX riders asked the Parish Council for a small track in the village 
where they could practice. It was agreed that the best place for the track would be at the western  
boundary of Forest Side recreation field. At that time, the Parish Council was developing Playfield 
Road with Play Builder grants.

After  investigating  planning 
permission  and  obtaining 
permission  from  St  John’s 
College (the landowner), a public 
meeting  in  March  2010  showed 
support for the project.

In  December  2010,  the  Parish 
Council’s  Play  Area  Working 
Group  examined  other  existing 
sites,  including   Minster  Lovell, 
Hailey,  Long  Hanborough and 
Cumnor.  Their  fact-finding 
mission  led  to  meeting  David 
Turner from DT Leisure, who had 
designed  and  built  the  Hailey 
track.  He produced  the  plan  for 
Kennington (shown).

The Parish Council bid for a grant from Waste Recycling Environmental Ltd (WREN), 
which succeeded in August 2011. The White Horse District Council (WHDC) paid the 
10.1% fee to WREN to secure the grant, and the Parish Council also contributed £2,000.

The work will begin in November and finish in December (weather permitting). This 
project  will  allow  the  very  patient  young  riders  to  have  their  dream  ready  for  the 
Olympics in 2012.
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Kennington Thames Rainbow Guide and Kendal Copse

If you go down to the woods today…

You  may  meet  a  Kennington  Thames  Rainbow  Guide 
who  has  adopted  one  of  the  young  trees  in  the  new 
Kendal Copse. Rainbows, who are the youngest branch of 
Girlguiding UK, will grow along with the trees, but to see 
how much  they  grow each  Rainbow chose  a  tree  and 
measured its girth.

Its  position  was  recorded  using  GPS and  the  occasion 
marked with a photograph of each Rainbow with ‘her’ 
tree. We will be returning next spring and summer to see 
how the trees have fared.

Planning for winter snow and ice
Early this year the Parish Council purchased six new salt bins for the village. These are located:

• Upper Road at the junction with Kenville Road
• Upper Road at the junction with Edward Road
• The junction of Poplar Grove and The Avenue
• Playfield Road
• Meadow View Road
• The junction of Manor Grove in Poplar Grove

There had been a salt bin in Otters Reach for many years. The County Council has confirmed that 
they will top up the bins at the beginning of the main winter period. They are also supplying a free 
one-tonne bag of salt to use to top up locally any empty bins if the snow comes again this year. The 
Parish Council is investigating where to store this salt safely.

The members of the Parish Council would like to purchase some more bins before the winter and 
would like to know where you think are the areas with greatest need. Please complete this proforma 
and return to the Clerk by Thursday 3rd November.

Suggested Location for new salt bins

I would like to request a salt bin in the following road or location.

Name of road ..............................................................................................................

Location in road ..............................................................................................................

Reason it is needed ..............................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

My name, address, telephone number and (if applicable) email address

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

Please return by  Thursday 3  rd   November   to the Clerk at  102 Kennington Road or by 
email  Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com so  that  the  members  of  the  Parish  Council  can 
consider your suggestion at their Thursday 10th November meeting.
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Kennington Library Newsletter
The highlight of October at Kennington Library was the Literary Festival, which had an excellent 
turnout. The Festival was opened on Friday night by Councillor Peter Biggs.  Bill  Heine, former 
owner of the Penultimate Picture Palace, introduced a film by  Philip Hind about the 100-year 
history of the Jeune Street cinema.

On Saturday we had seven varied and fascinating authors for the adults including the famous and 
charming science-fiction author Brian Aldiss. The children were brilliantly entertained by Korky 
Paul. MG Harris gave a great illustrated talk to the teenagers and treated them to a preview of the 
fifth and last Joshua Files book to be published in April 2012.

Many thanks to all who helped on the day but a special and most grateful thanks to the small  
dedicated committee of The friends of Kennington Library for organising such a successful event.

In November, the Friends are not resting on their laurels. There is our usual: Coffee Morning and 
Guest Speaker, Rhymetime for babies & toddlers (see below), and…

… one more exciting literary evening: the Magnificent Obsession, Helen Rappaport’s explosive 
latest biography of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert (page 24). Be sure to pre-book your seats to 
avoid disappointment.

In the library itself you can view the winners of the children’s  Illustrated Poetry Competition, 
and  we  will  have  a  small  book  sale  of  deleted  stock.  In  October  we  also  welcomed  Marie-
Christine’s replacement Kirsty Shearer as my new library assistant.

We all hope to see you soon at Kennington Library.

Dominique, Kirsty and Lyndsay

Opening hours
Mon 2–5:30 pm; Wed 10 am–12:30 pm; Fri 2–7 pm; Sat 10 am–1 pm.
Kennington Library 01865 730763 — www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Rhymetime — Kennington Library
Wednesday 16th November, 10:45–11:15 am

We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers
to sing along with some English and French seasonal verses.

Free refreshments kindly provided by
The Friends of Kennington Library.

All children under 10 to be accompanied by an adult carer.

Author’s Talk: Story Time for Grown Ups

Kennington Library
Wednesday 2nd November, 11 am.

The Friends of  Kennington Library are delighted to welcome

Marguerite Osborne
Our local storyteller is back!

“Scary & Haunted Tales”

Refreshments kindly provided by Friends of Kennington Library from 10:30 am.
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Parish Council Matters

October 2011 Meeting

Minutes available online. See page 26.
There  was  a  busy  meeting  on  13th October; 
amongst  the  items  discussed  was  the 
installation of the BMX dirt track. As the track 
will go around the Leylandii trees, a few have 
to be felled before work can start on the track. 
On inspection the ones to be removed are in a 
poor state. It is expected that this work will be 
completed  by  the  end  of  October.  The  main 
contractor will be delivering a large amount of 
soil to build up the mounds. He will endeavour 
not to disturb neighbours.

The members of the Parish Council agreed to 
the cost of installing a water supply at the War 
Memorial.  This  will  ensure  that  the  lawn 
surrounding the Memorial will be cared for in 
the  summer.  As  the  new  setting  of  the  War 
Memorial was the village’s Millennium Project 
it was felt that while the capital cost was high it 
was essential work.

There was a discussion about how the village 
would celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
weekend of 2nd to 5th June 2012. It was decided 
to hold a public meeting open to all individuals 
and representatives of local organisations. This 
has been arranged for Friday 25th November, 7–
9 pm.  If  any ideas  come forward that  require 
funding  by  the  Parish  Council  this  date  will 
allow any suggestions to be considered at  the 
budget  meeting  of  the  Parish  Council  in 
December. If you cannot attend the meeting but 
have  an  idea  please  send  it  to  the  Clerk  by 
email Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com or by mail 
to 102 Kennington Road.

The  Parish  Council  considered  three  grant 
requests:  The  Friends  of  Kennington  Library 
was awarded £250, The South and Vale Carers 
Centre  £220  and  Oxfordshire  Association  for 
the Blind £150.

The  ROSPA play  inspection  report  has  been 
received  for  the  two  play  areas  at  Playfield 
Road and Forest Side. There were one or two 
items that would be dealt with urgently.

The  Vale  has  been  informed  that  the  Parish 
Council would like the numbering of the new 

housing development to be based on Simpson’s 
Way to avoid confusion.

The members of the Parish Council checked all 
dog waste bins in the village to make sure that 
there  were  not  any  overflowing,  following 
complaints about the one by the Memorial Field 
entrance in The Avenue. An approach would be 
made to  Vale  officers  to  ensure  that  the  bins 
were emptied weekly.

On a personal note, I would like to thank all the 
many people  in  the  village  who have wished 
me  well  while  I  receive  treatment  at  the 
Churchill  Hospital.  The  plan  is  that  I  am 
working  from  my  home  office  doing  Parish 
Council business. A locum has been appointed 
to attend meetings. The Parish Council will in 
the New Year consider the procedure to appoint 
a new Clerk.

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

Flag Days 2011

November
11th Armistice Day
13th Remembrance Day
14th Birthday of The Prince of Wales
20th Her Majesty’s Wedding Day

December: None

Dates of Council Meetings
November 2011

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 10th November at 7:30 pm.

Saturday Office: 5th November 10–11 am.

The Planning Committee meets
Tuesday 15th November at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 

receipt of the plan as they have only 21 days to 
send in their comments. Therefore please 

telephone or email the Clerk immediately you 
receive notification to ensure the Parish 

Council members are aware of any neighbour 
objections. Plans can be viewed by 

arrangement with the Clerk or online at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

All meetings are held in the Village Centre 
and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: September 2011 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Annual Show 2011

Our annual show took place on 10th September and was well  attended. Over 240 wide-ranging 
exhibits were on display. The Society wishes to thanks all those who sponsored the event and took 
part and the help from members on the day, making the show the success that it was.

The list of trophy and certificate winners is as follows:

1. Kennington Cup for most points in vegetable classes: Brian Maisey
2. Millenary Cup for the most points in flower classes: Margaret Young
3. Rose Bowl for best exhibit of roses: Pat Leggett
4. Floral Art Cup for most points in floral art classes: Margaret Gardner
5. Millennium Cup for best exhibit in floral art classes: Margaret Gardner
6. Challenge Cup for most points in preserves & cookery: Margaret Buck
7. Gladys Prior Junior Floral Art Cup: no entry
8. Miniature Cup: child up to age 7 group: Daniel Round
9. Junior Cup: child 8–11 group: F El-Barhdad
10. Senior Cup: child 12–6 group: no entry
11. Banjo Cup: best vegetable exhibit: Steve Carr (parsnips)
12. Horton Cup: best vase of chrysanthemums: Brian Peedell
13. NCS Certificate of Merit, chrysanthemums: Brian Peedell
14. Dahlia Challenge Cup for most points in dahlia class: Tony Gunn
15. Bronze Medallion for best dahlia exhibit: Tony Gunn
16. Peter Baker Cup for best photograph in show: Marilyn Farr

Forthcoming Events

Wednesday 16th November, 7:30 pm, Village Centre
AGM and illustrated talk by Timothy Walker: The Land of Giants and Volcanoes

The Pacific  States  of America are  home to a wonderful  array of huge trees  and volcanoes.  In 
addition there are some spectacular alpine meadows and some of the most dramatic coastline in the 
World. This talk looks at the botany of this region and the influence of the volcanoes.

The AGM will commence at 7:30 pm and will be followed by Timothy Walker’s talk.

Entry fee for talk is £2 members, £3 non-members.

Macmillan Cancer Support

We thank  everyone  who  supported  Kennington’s  contribution  to  the 
World’s Biggest Coffee Morning in the Methodist Church in September. 
The event raised the wonderful total of £343.55 for Macmillan Cancer 
Support.

We also say a big thank you to all the helpers and those who made cakes, donated prizes for the 
raffle, or sent donations. Without your contribution our event would not have been such a great 
success.

— Carole, Yvonne and Joy
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre

By the time you read this we should have finished the recruitment process for a new doctor. Please 
look out for further information in the surgery and next month’s Chronicle. In the meantime Dr 
Eleri Shellens and Dr Mel Phillips  will  be working with us  during October  and November  to 
provide regular cover.

Are you a veteran or a widow of a  veteran? The government has been reviewing the military 
covenant and as such we are now being asked to record which of our patients are veterans or 
widows of veterans.  Please let  our receptionists  know if  you wish us to make a note on your  
medical records.

We  are  often  asked  about  why  you  can’t  make  an  appointment  with  “my”  doctor  quickly. 
Appointments are a very complex and difficult arena to explain and manage. We have to offer a 
range of bookable and emergency appointments so we cannot open every appointment to be booked 
in advance. Additionally, the doctors have other duties, do not work everyday and wish to take 
holidays now and again. The reality is that you will wait on average ten working days to see your 
regular doctor.  We generally provide around 100 doctor  appointments each day and if  you are 
willing to see any doctor  we strive to offer  you an appointment within 48 working hours.  All 
doctors  are  equally  trained  and  have  access  to  your  medical  records.  We  do  understand  and 
appreciate that for long term medical problems it may be appropriate for you to see your usual GP, 
but please if you wish to see a doctor about a different matter then please consider seeing any of our 
highly qualified doctors rather than waiting.

Did you know that we can often process over 100 requests for repeat prescriptions each day? We 
try to ensure that each and everyone is accurate and processed on time. Please help us to help you 
by ensuring that you accurately tell us what you want. Please note that we need 48 working hours to 
process a request for a repeat prescription.

We were due to change our patient record system this month. Due to technical reasons this has been 
postponed until February of next year. We will give you more information as we get nearer to that  
time.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Did you know: You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website.

Cabaret Style Gala Evening

The Friends of Kennington Library present a

Cabaret Style Gala Evening

Saturday 26th November at 7:30 pm

Helen Rappaport launches her new book in  
Oxfordshire.

The Jericho Poets will entertain us between the courses.

Tickets £12.50 — includes a two-course meal

Bring your own bottle
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Kennington History Society
The History Society’s September event, an illustrated talk by railway historian Frank Cooper, told 
the interesting story of the Great Western Society’s fifty-year association with Didcot. Given the 
previously popular nature of the subject matter the talk drew a disappointing attendance, which it 
seems might have been due to the events clash with other village meetings.

Later in the month 50 members and their friends enjoyed this 
year’s annual coach trip to the walled city of Chichester. This 
was the History Society’s seventh summer visit and as with all 
the previous six trips the weather was kind. Perhaps the biggest 
attraction to members was the City’s 900 year old Cathedral 
with  its  unique  architecture  spanning  the  centuries  from 
Norman times to its superb Victorian Spire. Many chose to eat 
in  the  excellent  Cloisters  Restaurant.  There  were  those  who 
walked the walls, and a small number took the opportunity to 
visit  the  excavated  remains  of  the  Roman  Palace  at  nearby 
Fishbourne,  with  its  beautiful  mosaic  floors  and  pavements. 
This site was only discovered in 1960 when a workman was 
cutting  a  water-main  across  a  field  north  of  the  village  and 
came on a mass of  ancient-looking building rubble. It seems a 
very  good  time  was  had  by  all  with,  as  usual,  the  retail 
fraternity  returning  to  the  coach   laden  down  with  filled 
shopping bags!

As  we  go  to  press  we  are  looking  forward  to  a  talk  by  a 
number,  Margaret  Biggs ,  who is  to  give an illustrated presentation telling the story of  ‘The 
History of the Girl Guides in Kennington’.

‘this month’

This  month’s  meeting  will  be  held  on  Monday  21st November at  7:45pm  in  the  Methodist 
Church when the Chairman of the Burma Star Association, John Giddings MBE, will give an 
illustrated talk entitled ‘My Far Eastern War’.

‘next month’

The next event sees the return of one of the Society’s favourite speakers,  Graham Sutherland, 
who on Monday 19th December at 7:45pm in the Methodist Church will give an illustrated talk 
entitled ‘Grave Tales and Monuments’.

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50

George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
➢ Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 

in the Kennington Library.

➢ A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

➢ Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

➢ Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last notification: Oxfordshire Rural Community Council; Parish Council Clerk Notice.
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Village Diary

November 2011
Wed 2 Kennington Link WI: Italian Roundabout Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 5
Pam’s Office (Parish Council) Village Centre 10–11 am
Kennington Cancer Fund: Christmas Bazaar Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Mon 7 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 8 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Wed 9 Kennington WI: Entertainment Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 12 Oxfolk Ceilidh: Dyer Cummings Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sun 13 Remembrance Day War Memorial & Church 10:45 am

Tue 15
Trefoil Guild: Woodland Trust Methodist Hall 7:30 pm
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 16
Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Kennington Horticultural Society:

AGM; Tim Walker, Land of Giants & Volcanoes
Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sat 19 St Swithun’s Church Christmas Bazaar Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Sun 20 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 21
Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Kennington History Society: My Far Eastern War Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Sat 26 Library Gala Evening Village Centre 7:30 pm

December 2011
Sun 4 Carols around the Christmas Tree War Memorial 6 pm
Mon 5 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 6 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 7 Kennington Link WI: Christmas Flower Arrangements Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Thu 8 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Tue 13 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Wed 14 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 15 Parish Council Budget Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 18 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 19
Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Tue 27 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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Chronicle Contributions

Do  you  belong  to  an  organisation  in  Kennington?  Or  have  an  event?  The  Kennington 
Chronicle is a great way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article 
and a picture! It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.

Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting
Kennington-related news articles to the Editor! See page 37.

When submitting articles to the Chronicle, please “Remember to provide a 
contact phone or email” in case of problems!

The Village Diary is in the Post Office. Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events. 
Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.
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