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CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 9:25 am

4th Sunday: All Age Service 11:00 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am
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Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests
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I joined a gym!

This, in itself, is quite a staggering revelation. I am not an athlete, I have never been attracted to or  
good at sport, and the last time that I was a member of a gym was about 12 years ago, and I  
managed to go precisely once!

But, feeling the need to get fit, and encouraged by a friend, I joined a gym, and what is more having 
been going regularly,  I  am enjoying discovering that  I  have some muscles,  I  am feeling more 
energetic, and have dropped a dress size in the process!

I still, however, feel completely out of my comfort zone when I am there. I feel faintly ridiculous in  
my gym gear, (catching rather too many unflattering glimpses of myself in the enormous mirrors 
they insist on covering the walls with) and am more than a little intimidated by the athletes and 
body builders -  the people who look as  if  they actually  belong there.  But  I  have come to the 
conclusion that being somewhere slightly uncomfortable and doing something uncharacteristic is a 
good thing as it has introduced me to experiences that I would otherwise have missed out on.

Since last year’s BBC production of the nativity I have given more thought to the experience of 
Mary and Joseph. Imagine just how far out of their comfort zone they found themselves! First they 
end up in a stable; mucky, smelly, dark and somewhat isolated. Then, a baby, the promised son of 
God. God’s demonstration of love for the world, brought into the world in their care. Then, the 
visitors; a group of awestruck and rejoicing shepherds, and travellers from a distant country, all 
marvelling  and worshipping this  tiny  baby.  And it  strikes  me that  had  Mary and Joseph been 
unwilling to step outside their comfort zone then the whole of the human race would have missed 
out—missed out on the opportunity of a relationship with the God who, motivated by love for the 
world, puts aside his majesty and embraces the humility of a birth in a stable and death on a cross.

Maybe embracing the religious element of Christmas is not your thing. Maybe church makes you 
feel awkward, or out of place. Well, maybe this year you could put aside this discomfort and try 
something that takes you out of your comfort zone. You can be assured of a very warm welcome,  
and it may well be a life changing experience that you have been missing out on.

— Em Coley

Services in December

Sun 4th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:00 pm Carols around the Tree

Sun 11th 9:30 am Parish Communion
4:00 pm Christingle

Sun 18th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Carols by Candlelight

Sun 25th 10:00 amChristmas Celebration All 
Age Communion
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Children’s Church:  Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except 
when there is a family service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are 
welcome.  Freewave,  a group for ages 10+, meets at  the vicarage at  9:25 am on the 1st and 3rd 

Sundays of the Month.

Craft  Mornings:  This  month,  the  craft  morning  10 am–12 noon  will  be  on  Saturday  10th 

December—bring your children (aged 4–11) and head home to enjoy the weekend papers!

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister: Telephone:
The Rev Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington Email:
Oxford minister@limewalk.org.uk
OX3 8AX

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below. We look forward to seeing 
you.

WORSHIP THIS MONTH at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise.

Our services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit:

SERVICES FOR DECEMBER

4th Communion service led by our own Minister, Rev Rosemary Davies.

11th We welcome Mrs Joanna Tulloch from Wesley Memorial Church.

18th Come and sing your favourite carols at a service led by Rev Adam Stevenson.

24th Christmas  Eve,  3 pm: A quiet,  reflective  Communion  service  led  by  Rev  Rosemary 
Davies.

25th Christmas Day, 9:30 am: Christmas service led by Rev Bob Whorton.

WE WISH EVERYONE A HAPPY CHRISTMAS AND A PEACEFUL NEW YEAR!

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Tuesday 13th
10 am onwards. Our Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Stall takes place on 
the 2nd Tuesday of each month in the Church Hall. Do come along and bring 
your friends with you for an enjoyable ‘morning out.’

Sunday 18th The monthly service at Mon Choisy Elderly Persons’ Home takes place at 
3 pm followed by a service at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.

Tuesday 20th & 
Thursday 22nd 6:30 pm. Carol singing round the village Please see page 10.

HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH

If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Mrs Doreen 
Biggadike on 01865 433910 or Mrs Thelma  Marson on 01865 735145. Please be aware that no 
smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently, the Church is 
not available for bookings on a Saturday.
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The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King

60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Hinksey Catholic Parish Christmas Services

Tuesday 20th December
10:30 am: Children's Christingle Workshop and Reconciliation Service at Our Lady of the 

Rosary, Botley

Saturday 24th December—Christmas Eve
5:30 pm Family Mass with Nativity Play at Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley
9:30 pm Mass of Midnight at Holy Rood, Folly Bridge, Abingdon Road

Sunday 25th December—Christmas Day
10:00 am Mass of the Day at Good Shepherd, Kennington
10:30 am Mass of the Day at Holy Rood

Penitential  Services,  with  opportunity  for  individual  confession,  at  St  Edmund’s  Abingdon  on 
Friday 16th December at 7:00 pm; and at English Martyrs’, Didcot on Monday 19 th December at 
7:30 pm.

Confessions at Our Lady of the Rosary Friday 23rd December 6–7 pm and at Holy Rood Saturday 
24th December 9–10 am.

Churches Together in Kennington
One  of  the  more  shameful  events  in  the  history  of 
twentieth-century Oxford occurred at the opposite end of 
the  city  to  Kennington,  namely  the  building  of  the 
Cutteslowe  walls  in  1934.  These  defences,  intended  to 
segregate  the  tenants  of  the  Oxford  City  Council  estate 
from their neighbours in the adjoining private estate, were 
two metres high and topped with spikes. Various attempts 
to demolish them were made at various times, including 
that  by  a  runaway  tank  during  the  Second  World  War. 
However  they  were not  finally  pulled down until  1959. 
Anecdotes from the time suggest that they were regarded as a nuisance by people on both sides, and 
that the fears of the private developer who originally built them were largely imaginary.

This piece of local history may seem to have rather little to do with the approaching festival of 
Christmas. However I was reminded of it by a short but powerful film which was recently lent to  
me, drawing attention to the plight of the residents of ‘the little town of Bethlehem’. The romantic 
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image of this town suggested by both carols and cards is in sharp contrast to the present-day reality. 
The  Israeli  government  has  built  a  wall  around  it  much  higher  and  more  menacing  than  the 
Cutteslowe wall, turning it into a virtual prison. And this for no other purpose than to separate the 
Palestinian population from the Jewish settlements recently developed on Palestinian land.

As we celebrate again the birth of the One who was prophesied to be ‘the Prince of Peace’, may we 
also  remember  those  who  in  his  birthplace  suffer  so  sharply  the  pain  of  division  and  the 
deprivations which flow from it. Our own history shows that we are not exempt from promoting 
such division, so we have no reason to be self-righteous. But we may also draw hope from St Paul’s 
words about Jesus Christ: ‘He is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the 
middle wall of partition between us.’ Christmas is the starting point for a new and united humanity.

— Fr Paul King
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: December 2011 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

There is no event in December. The Committee wishes all members a very happy Christmas and 
prosperous New Year.

Forthcoming Events

Social evening on Wednesday 18th January, when the nights will definitely be getting shorter! 
There will be plenty of cheese, wine & nibbles, a quiz, photos of some of last year’s events and the 
chance to swap some gardening gossip. Village Centre 7:30 pm. Members only.

Wednesday  15  February,  7:30 pm:  Peter  Sheasby returns  with  an  illustration  presentation 
entitled,  Spring in Patagonia. Members £2 and non-members £3, which includes complementary 
refreshments.

Personal Notices
Quiz Night

Thank you to all my quiz friends who have supported the Social Club Quiz for many years. You 
may be aware that we have left the club and are now holding the quiz in St Swithun’s Church  
Hall. Thank you all for your continued support. See you on Quiz Night!

— Glyndwr Ellis

Bert Brown

It is with regret that we pass on the news that Bert Brown, who lived in Kennington for 30 years, 
passed away on 11/11/11. He passed away peacefully with both his daughters, Sue and Pam, by 
his side. He celebrated his 90th birthday on 9th July this year and some of his friends travelled from 
Kennington to celebrate. He will always be remembered on Remembrance Day—as an old soldier 
that would have pleased him.

— Pam and Sue

Kennington History Society
It  was certainly a  case of  ‘tales around the camp fire’ at the Society’s October  meeting when 
Margaret Biggs gave members a delightful illustrated talk, which told members ‘part one’ of the 
story of The History of the Girl Guides in Kennington. The evening was further enhanced by the 
added contributions from some of the many ‘mature’ ex-guides in a packed hall.

Margaret has agreed to give us part two late next year.

In November, when it is traditional to remember our brave countrymen and women who made the 
ultimate sacrifice, the History Society’s event is an illustrated talk by  John Giddings MBE,  the 
Chairman of the Burma Star Association, entitled ’My Far Eastern War.’

‘this month’

The next event sees the return of one of the Society’s favourite speakers,  Graham 
Sutherland,  who on  Monday 19th December at  7:45pm in the  Methodist Church 
will give an illustrated talk entitled ’Grave Tales and Monuments.’

‘next month’

An early date for your diary. The first talk of the New Year will be held in the Methodist Church 
on Monday 16th January at 7:45pm when one of our members, Rose Clarkson, will tell us about 
‘The Oxford Pageant of 1907.’

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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Kennington Carol Singing Christmas 2011
The tradition of carol singing around the village, led by Trevor Cowlett,  celebrated 50 years in 
2010. By attempting to visit every house in the village large sums of money were raised for the 
disabled children at Penhurst School, Chipping Norton.

Unfortunately, this year we will be unable to continue this tradition. Trevor is unwell and will not 
be able to lead us, and our thoughts are with him at this time as his condition continues to improve. 
In addition many of our collectors and singers are finding covering the whole village more difficult. 
It has become clear that the carol singing cannot continue in its present form.

To the many people who have contributed so much of their time, some from the beginning, singing 
and collecting, we give our thanks. Many of us look back with fond memories but now feel it’s time 
to move on and trust carol singing will continue with your support.

Instead this year we will be singing at a number of locations in the village on two evenings before 
Christmas, and we will not be taking any collection. At each location we will be singing for about 
15 to 20 minutes and everyone is welcome to come and join us singing or just listening.

Tuesday 20 December 6:30 pm Playfield Road Shops
7:00 pm Poplar Grove Green (formerly shops)
7:30 pm Grundy Crescent (opposite Poplar Grove)

Thursday 22 December 6:30 pm Upper Road (near Jackson Drive)
7:00 pm Upper Road (near Bagley Close & Edward Road)
7:30 pm Edith Court

— John Marson and Andrew Dunsdon, Kennington Methodist Church

Location of Salt Bins
The Parish Council proposed to put three extra Salt Bins around the village and in the November 
Chronicle invited residents to nominate sites for these bins.

We were delighted to receive nearly 50 responses who suggested 18 sites.

At the Council meeting on Thursday 10th November the following three sites were chosen by the 
Parish Councillors.

• Junction of Bagley Wood Road with St Swithun’s Road
• Southern Junction of Meadowview Road with Poplar Grove
• Upper Road, top of the slope near the rear entrance to Egrove Park (opposite № 19)

The Parish Council thanks all of you who took the time to send in the suggestions and trust you will 
appreciate it was a difficult task and unfortunately we could not select more than three.

Salt store

Thanks to the kind donation of a container by the Social Club we now have the facility to store salt  
within the village and so should be able to service all 10 bins within the Parish.

We also thank Kevin Dighton, Mick Hutton and George Casserley with his crane for their help in 
moving the container from the Social Club’s premises.

— Peter Biggs

Friends of Kennington Cancer Fund
We thank all our helpers and supporters for another very successful year.

The Bazaar in November raised £1,167.06. We have donated £15,000.00 to Prof Harris this year, 
making £290,000 to date in this 22nd year of fund-raising for the Professor’s projects.

We wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
— Pearl Livett
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Kennington’s Remembrance Day

Sunday 13th November  was the  date  that  Kennington closed  its  main road to 
traffic  to  commemorate  the  Act  of  Remembrance  along  with  the  rest  of  the 
country, and indeed a number of commonwealth countries throughout the world.

It was heartening to see a record attendance of people wearing their poppies at 
this annual event to remember and honour those who fell in the line of duty in 
both World Wars, and more recently servicemen and women killed or injured 
during service to their country. The residents of Kennington again welcomed a 
contingent  of  servicemen  and  women  from  Dalton  Barracks,  and  just  after 
11:00 am two helicopters flew by.

The act of remembrance starts with a parade from the Tandem to the war memorial, where hymns 
are sung, two minutes silence is observed, wreaths laid and the names of Kennington’s fallen are 
read, along with prayers.

The Kennington Band provides the music as they have done for many years.

Although closing the road meant some difficulty for a few people, it is important to remember the 
sacrifices that people made to allow us to have the life we live today.

Thank you everyone who attended.

Kennington Community Café Update
The Kennington Community Café initiative now has over 50 volunteers on its 
books—people in the village who want to support the core team (there are seven 
of us) as we move ahead with our plans to create a café in Kennington.

We are grateful to St Swithun’s Church for offering the use of the church hall as 
a café for one day a week from March and April 2012 for six months. As part of this arrangement,  
the  Café  Team  will  work  with  the  Church  on  a  refurbishment  of  the  kitchen  and  some 
improvements to the décor.

Before this venture in the spring, we plan to do the following:

• Visit groups and organisations in the village to spread the word about the café.

• Possibly run an ad hoc café in the winter.

If you would like to know more, or to register your interest as a volunteer, please contact Martin  
Morse on 326641 or email martin@morse.org.uk.

Please ‘like’ our Facebook page! (Search for Kennington Community Café on Facebook.)
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Kennington Artists Festive Art Fair
Kennington Artists — Christmas Art Fair

Friday 2nd, Saturday 3rd & Sunday 4th December, 12 noon–6 pm, St Swithun’s Church Hall

As usual, we will have a variety of handcrafted Christmas gifts, all at affordable prices. There will 
be  a  mix  of  paintings,  printing,  photography,  textiles,  pottery,  silver  &  beaded  jewellery,  all 
produced to a high standard.

As well as 8 familiar artists there will be a number of guest artists, who will bring along some new 
and exciting art, including pottery, handmade felt & crochet.

Some of the comments from last year include:

What a fantastic way to start the festive season. I have bought some  
wonderful gifts for my family, which are totally unique.

Great fun for all of the family… a warm and inviting atmosphere.

Why buy a mass produced print from a department store, when you  
can get a work of art for a similar price?

This year we have decided to produce a new piece of art inspired by the theme 
“red”. See how each artist interprets this to create a unique work of art.

And  even  if  you  are  super-organized  and  you  have  done  all  of  your  Christmas  shopping  by 
November, still come to enjoy some mulled wine, mince pies and a chat with the local artists, who 
will be happy to share their ideas and inspirations.

On Saturday 3rd, 10–11:30 am, our very own Natalie  Ellett will be holding a printing workshop 
where you can create Christmas cards. The charge for this is just £10 and for this Natalie will  
demonstrate printing techniques and provide all materials and equipment. To book for this please 
contact Natalie on natalie_ellett@yahoo.com.

We will have a range of Christmas children’s activities, so that you can enjoy the art and café whilst 
the children make their own art.

For more information have a look at our website: www.kenningtonartists.co.uk

Kennington Women’s Institute WI
November 2011

After  the business part  of  our November meeting,  the President  introduced the 
speaker,  Mr  Ian  Gourlay,  who  is  a  member  of  the  team  involved  in  running 
Bridewell Gardens at  Wilcote, near Witney. Bridewell is situated in a very large 
walled garden in which beekeeping, willow work, and blacksmithing are carried 
out in addition to the growing of vegetables, flowers and fruit. They also have a 
five-acre vineyard with 2000 vines.

Mr  Gourlay gave a very informative and interesting talk, with slide show, about the history and 
work carried out in this organic garden. Bridewell Gardens, started in 1993, is an award-winning 
charity. Its aims are to promote the mental and emotional well-being of adults who are affected by a 
range of mental health difficulties.

Further to a letter received from the Clerk to Kennington Parish Council members were asked to 
think of suggestions for ways the village can celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012.

14 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
http://www.kenningtonartists.co.uk/
mailto:natalie_ellett@yahoo.com


15



16 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


New Year’s Day Concert
The Oxford Brass Players, Sunday 1st January 2012 at 8:00 pm

A most varied programme of Music & Excellent Soloists — A great night out on New Year’s Day

All proceeds to Oxford Alzheimer Vale House, Botley

Cowley Conservative Club, Between Towns Road (by kind permission). Tickets £3.

Please contact Frank Wolff, 01865 326271 ,14 Rowles Close, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LX
(or the Club, 01865 779354). Cheques payable to Oxford Vale House Charity № 299766

Kennington Youth Club
A BIG THANK-YOU from Kennington Youth Club Management to all in Kennington and those 

outside who helped reopened the Youth Club in September. Restarting Kennington Youth Club as 
an unrestricted local drop in club when many around us have had 
to close was an act of faith that such clubs are still needed. With a 
current membership of 87 we have the proof that they are.

This, together with two bits of good fortune, makes us feel that we 
can continue to buck current youth service trends. Firstly we were 
fortunate that with the hard work of two of our young members 
and help from Oxford Association of Young People, our premises 
are now attractive and well  equipped. Then by appointing Alice 
Dore as  club  leader  we have a  young experienced person who has  the professionalism that  is 
essential to the success of the club. She lives locally, and has a combination of energy and ambition 
which give us confidence that the opening success of the club will be ongoing into the future.

Challenges: Success brings its challenges, however, and to ensure the best for our members we 

still need further community help in assisting Alice on club evenings. Experience is not essential as 
systems are in place to integrate volunteers, but CRB checks will be necessary. Other areas of help 
that are needed are with fund-raising events, or in the use of youth related talents that some of you 
may have that will benefit the membership. Such help even if it can only occasionally be given will  
be appreciated.

So to sign up or find out more please e-mail on kenningtonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk and we will 
get back to you.

New club opening times: We open each Monday evening for school years 6 to 11. Because of 

our large membership we extended our opening hours in November, opening from 6:30 to 8 pm for 
school years 6, 7 & 8, and 7:30 to 9 pm for years 9, 10 & 11. In doing this our intention is to give 
all members greater chance to use the equipment, and overcome a potential members’ waiting list.

New club day: As the after school café in September proved so popular, Alice has decided to 

open it again on the first Friday of every month from 3:45 to 5 pm starting on 2nd December. 
Entrance for all members is 50p.

Facebook: For more info, join Kennington youth club’s Facebook!

KADS Box Office
Tickets for “CINDERELLA” will be on sale in the village hall SATURDAYS 17TH DECEMBER 
AND 7TH & 14TH JANUARY during library hours (10 am–1 pm), weather permitting.

If you have tickets reserved and would like to pick them up on those dates please ring me and I will 
have them ready. If you are puzzling over what to buy your loved ones for Xmas why not treat  
them to a fun packed afternoon or evening with CINDERELLA (see page 30.)

Please contact Kay on 01865 739025. Thank you.
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Kennington Library Newsletter
“What will December 2011 bring?”

For our youngest readers… The Christmas  Rhymetimes will be the second instead of the third 
Wednesday of the month (see below).

The monthly Friends of Kennington Library coffee morning will remain on the 
first Wednesday but there is no guest speaker this time. But you can be the guest 
speaker—if you want—as it is time to review our favourite book of the year (see 
below).

Next  month  the  author  talk  and  coffee  morning  will  be  on  Saturday  7th January,  11 am to 
12 noon. More details in next month’s newsletter.

Library Service Consultation Update

The proposals for the future of the library service will  be considered by the County Council’s 
Cabinet at 1 pm on Monday 12th December.

At this meeting Cabinet will consider the report on the outcomes of the library service consultation, 
Have your  say  on  the  future  library  service  for  Oxfordshire.  Cabinet  will  also  agree  the  way 
forward for the library service and its saving targets for 2012/13 to 2014/15.

Information about Cabinet meeting including agendas, minutes and reports is available on-line at 
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/meetings.

Christmas & New Year opening hours

We are open until Saturday 24th December and are closed over Christmas and New Year. We will re-
open on Wednesday 4th January at 10 am.

Lyndsay, Kirsty, and I wish you a stress free Christmas and we hope to see you soon in the New 
Year 2012!

For  further  information  on  all  the  Oxfordshire  Libraries  Services  please  log  on  to 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries.

Opening hours
Mon 2–5:30 pm; Wed 10 am–12:30 pm; Fri 2–7 pm; Sat 10 am–1 pm.
Kennington Library 01865 730763 — www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries

Rhymetime

Wednesday 14th December, 10:45–11:15 am.
We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers

to sing along with our Christmas Special.
Free refreshments kindly provided by
The Friends of Kennington Library.

All children under 10 to be accompanied by an adult carer.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.

Library Coffee Morning

Reader’s Review 2011
Wednesday 7th December, 10:30 am–12 noon

Come and join us to share your favourite books of  this year,
and maybe get some ideas for your Christmas list!

For more information contact Kennington Library 01867 730763
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Parish Council Matters

November 2011 Meeting

The  members  of  the  Parish  Council  were 
pleased  with  the  response  to  the  requests  for 
locations for new salt bins. There is a separate 
report (page 10) written by the Chairman of the 
Parish Council, Peter Biggs. The salt cabinet to 
store  the  free  salt  offered  by  the  County 
Council had now been re-located to the car park 
at Playfield Road. The members of the Parish 
Council  thank  Mr  Mick  Hutton,  Mr  Kevin 
Dighton and Mr George Casserley for arranging 
the move of the container from the Social Club 
to Playfield Road.

There  was  discussion  on  the  new  footbridge 
that would replace the old bridge crossing the 
railway behind The Tandem. Network Rail had 
contacted the Parish Council about using Cow 
Lane  for  access  during  the  footbridge 
replacement.  They  had  to  be  careful  of  the 
services  running  along  the  track  including 
132kV and 22kV cables in the embankment and 
the  need  to  minimise  interface  with  these 
services. Network Rail had done some work in 
Cow  Lane  to  allow  vehicle  access  to  the 
railway line and had cut back vegetation. The 
Chairman had been to look at the site. However 
it  had  now been  confirmed  by  Network  Rail 
that the crane needed to put the new bridge in 
place  would  not  use  Cow Lane  for  the  main 
access. The workmen would get to the railway 
by the access near 107 Kennington Road. The 
plan  was  that  the  new foot  bridge  would  be 
erected  before  the  old  bridge  was  removed 
during the Christmas holidays when there were 
no trains travelling on the railway. This work 
was needed to allow taller  container  trains  to 
travel  along  the  line  and  was  the  reason 
Redbridge was replaced last year.

Two grants  were  agreed  at  the  meeting.  The 
first was £900 for the Royal British Legion for 
the  poppy  wreaths  that  were  used  at  the 
Remembrance  Day.  The  Service  this  year 
seemed to attract more people than ever.

The other grant was £100 towards the cost of 
reinstating the Fish Gate on the Water Meadow 
along the Sustrans Route by the Thames. There 
had  been  a  meeting  with  Sustrans,  Oxford 

Preservation  Trust  and  the  Police  to  discuss 
how to deter motorcycles and it was hoped that 
by doing some work at this point there might be 
some deterrent to the nuisance caused by riders 
especially in the summer.

Mrs Pam Johnston, Clerk to the Council

Flag Days 2011 & 2012

December 2011

None

January 2012

20th Birthday of HRH The Countess of Wessex

Finally the members of the Parish Council and 
the Clerk wish you a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy  New  Year.  You  are  invited  to  the 
Carols  round the  Tree  and  Christmas  tree 
lights  switch  on  Sunday  4  th   December  at   
6     pm  at  the  War  Memorial   followed  by 
Mulled  Wine,  Soft  Drinks,  Mince  Pies  and 
Sausage Rolls in St Swithun’s Church.

Dates of Council Meetings
December 2011

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 8th December at 7:30 pm.

Budget meeting: 15th December, 7 pm.

There is no Saturday office in December.

The Planning Committee meets
Tuesday 6th December at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 

receipt of the plan as they have only 21 days to 
send in their comments. Therefore please 

telephone or email the Clerk immediately you 
receive notification to ensure the Parish 

Council members are aware of any neighbour 
objections. Plans can be viewed by 

arrangement with the Clerk or online at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

All meetings are held in the Village Centre 
and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre
A message from the Partners

We are  writing  to  update  you on events  at  the  health  centre  especially  in  view of  the  recent  
difficulty you might have had in obtaining routine appointments with any of the GP partners.

As you know Dr Frankum retired earlier in the year. At that time Dr Erin and Dr Jones each decided 
to work an extra session each week and therefore took on the responsibility for ¼ of Dr Frankum’s 
patients. We appointed Dr Azaz to look after the remaining patients. Unfortunately he became ill 
soon after joining us and after a period of uncertainty he resigned.

This left us with an increased workload until we were able to recruit again, which we have covered 
by  locum  doctors  (long  term  where  possible)  and  by  the  partners  taking  on  increased  work. 
Understandably a lot of patients want to see the permanent GP’s and this increased demand on the 
remaining partners combined with us having to set time aside for the partners to cover the extra 
behind the scenes work (it is common to have to look at 100 hospital letters and 100 laboratory 
results when one of the remaining partners is on holiday and we do not feel we can delegate this to 
locums); this has resulted in longer waits for routine GP partner appointments.

We also need to ensure that we have enough capacity for emergency appointments. This has led to a 
gradual increase in the wait  for a routine appointment with a GP partner, which we appreciate 
causes frustration for patients.

We have just appointed a new part time doctor, Dr  Katharina Winkel, to join our team and look 
after some of the patients that were Dr Frankum’s as well as providing us with some extra sessions. 
Some of you might have met her as she has been doing some locum work for us over the last few 
months. We hope that this alongside some other measures that we are taking in providing extra 
locum sessions will improve the situation and decrease the time it takes to get an appointment with 
your own doctor.

In the meantime if you feel that you have a problem that cannot wait until the next available routine 
appointment with your doctor, please be reassured that all the doctors that we have doing sessions 
for us are extremely competent, have access to all your records and can speak to your doctor if they 
need to. Alternatively you can always ask the receptionists to get your doctor to telephone you to 
assess the problem and agree on the appropriate course of action.

— Drs Ros Hall, Richard Erin, Linda Jones and Mary Akinola
01865 730911, www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Christmas Tree Lights and Santa Claus
Kennington Parish Council

Santa Claus will be joining us when we switch on the Christmas Tree Lights at

The War Memorial at 6 pm on Sunday 4th December
Come join us and sing some Carols accompanied by the Kennington (Oxford) Band

Enjoy a Mince Pie and a glass of Mulled Wine afterwards in St Swithun’s Church

A collection will be taken for Local Charities

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
➢ Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 

in the Kennington Library.
➢ A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.
➢ Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
➢ Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 

New since last notification: Oxfordshire Museum.
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Kennington Link WI
November 2011 Meeting

Most  people  love  travel  films  and  this  month’s  slide  show,  entitled  Italian 
Roundabout, was especially pleasing. Mrs Daphne Sinclair told of many holidays she 
had enjoyed while travelling round the cities and countryside of Italy. We savoured the 
atmosphere of Venice and appreciated colourful flower gardens round Lake  Garda. There were 
intricate carvings and frescoes to admire; we also saw a wooded area above Assisi where St Francis 
spent most of his time and which is still populated by numerous animals. Interesting scrapbooks 
and souvenirs were displayed for all  to see and although the speaker was once caught up in a 
frightening earth tremor her love of Italy was unmistakeable—it was a pleasure to be able to share 
her enjoyment.

Included in Business Items was an invitation to sign a WI Libraries Petition, a questionnaire from 
the Oxford Federation regarding Scientific Activities, and an invitation from The Leys WI to their 
Christmas Bazaar. The WI flowers this month were sent to Mrs Grace Seccombe who was unable to 
be with us at the meeting.

The next meeting will be on 7th December when Mrs Nazeem Afzal will give a Christmas Flower  
Demonstration and we will have the opportunity to create our own individual arrangements. There 
will be a Sales Table at this meeting and contributions will be most appreciated.

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update
Following letters being sent out to educate parents I am pleased to say the Parking issue outside St 
Swithun’s School has improved. I will, however, continue to monitor the area. Any feedback from 
residents would be very welcome to help maintain the improvement.

More silver gas canisters have been found on the playing fields; more concerning is a balloon found 
with them, which confirms my concerns that individuals are partaking in solvent abuse where the 
gas is released into a balloon and then inhaled. This is obviously extremely dangerous to the point  
of life-threatening, so I ask residents to let me know if they see anyone engaging in this activity.

Also would parents please keep an eye out for these small silver canisters at home as they would 
have to be ordered online and delivered in a box of 12 or more.

It  is coming up to Christmas time again so I’d like to remind residents to be extra vigilant in 
protecting your properties: keep doors and windows locked and don’t leave boxes outside for those 
rotten burglars to see, otherwise they will know that you have a new 54" TV or games console! Let  
us prevent making ourselves targets to those individuals.

There has been a spate of thefts of milk and other similar items from doorsteps recently, if you have 
anything delivered to your doorstep, get a container or receptacle of some kind for the deliverer to 
put these items in so they are out of view; this should stop the opportunists. Also it would help if  
these receptacles were left out even when deliveries are NOT expected, as this will keep those with 
sticky fingers guessing further.

In good news I have some crime statistics for the area of ‘South Hinksey, Kennington and Radley’
• Theft of Vehicle down 25%
• Robbery  of  personal  property  down 

100%
• Criminal damage down 67%
• Shoplifting down 46%

• Damage to vehicles down 75%
• Public order offences down 50 %
• Overall  ‘Serious  Acquisitive  crime’ 

down 4.5%
• ‘Other crime’ down 37.3%

This all adds to the fact that we live in one of (if not the) lowest crime areas in the country. We will  
continue to strive to keep the figures falling. As always if anyone has any questions, queries or 
concerns get in contact with me by either:

• Call the new non-emergency number: dial 101 and ask for C9577 WRIGHT; or
• Email me on Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Have a peaceful Christmas. — PCSO Adi Wright C9577
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Kennington flood-relief scheme
On 12th October at The Oxford Area Flood Partnership meeting at the Oxford Town hall, it was 
announced that Thames Water and their consultants Opertimise would build a flood-relief scheme 
for Kennington in the spring of 2012.

The scheme will take flood water off the Kennington Road with the installation of a second 900mm 
surface water pipe connecting the Templeton ditch passing under the Kennington Road to the South 
Hinksey drain, which runs alongside the Railway. However before it comes into operation work has 
to be completed at Munday’s underbridge to allow the increased flood water to pass through.

This would involve taking sections of gardens at numbers 1, 3 and 5 Kennington Road.

The South Hinksey drain is to be widened from the ponds at gardens 1, 3 & 5 with steel piling to 
secure the banks of the South Hinksey drain. The piling would begin at the ponds and finish at the 
far end of  Munday bridge. The concrete head wall in front of  Munday bridge is to be removed. 
More silt will be removed, the water depth increased under the bridge, and the water course on the 
eastern side of the bridge widened.

A second meeting is to be arranged early in the New Year to explain how this work will affect the 
three properties and a start date announced.

Fairtrade at Christmas
What a huge range of goods are available to us when we do our Christmas shopping! 
Sometimes it’s difficult to choose a present for friends and family members.

Why not try to look out for a more unusual gift—one with the Fairtrade logo on it. 
There  are  plenty  of  opportunities  to  see  these  in  the  various  Fairtrade  outlets  in 
Oxford and the surrounding towns, hats and scarves, toys and crafts, bangles and 
beads, cards and calendars, chocolates and sweets and many, many more.

If you buy a Fairtrade gift, you are not only giving pleasure to a friend but also helping a Fairtrade 
producer in the developing world to support his or her family and perhaps to send his children to 
school. The Fairtrade premium helps his village to improve roads or build a clinic or provide better 
school facilities.

What a great gift this is! If everyone in Kennington bought just one Fairtrade present this Christmas 
just imagine how much difference we could make to the lives of those less fortunate than ourselves. 
Go on, do it! Just one! It really does make a difference.

— Brenda Groth, Kennington4Fairtrade

Festival Group
Now the cold weather is upon us and the inclination to go out and about is not so great, or you just 
feel you need a bit of company, why not come along and join us on a Monday afternoon for an hour 
or two of social therapy.

As you will  know by now the clothes  sale  was not  on 21 st November,  only  our  mini  sale.  A 
misunderstanding on my behalf it was the 7th. Never mind As I am writing this on 15th November I 
will see if anyone turns up for it.

Our next meetings on Mondays 2–4 pm
• 5th December
• 19th December
• The  New  Year  meetings  start  on  9th January  and  thereafter  will  be  every 

fortnight including Bank Holidays.

All the members wish you a Happy Christmas and New Year.

If you require transport or need more information please ring me on 01865 730353 or 
email me on mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

— Margaret Biggs
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Village Diary

December 2011
Sun 4 Carols around the Christmas Tree War Memorial 6 pm
Mon 5 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 6 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 7 Kennington Link WI: Christmas Flower Arrangements Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Thu 8 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Tue 13 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Wed 14 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 15 Parish Council Budget Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 18 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 19
Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

January 2012
Wed 4 Kennington Link WI Members’ Evening Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sat 7 Clerk’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Tue 10 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Wed 11 Kennington WI: “Bomber Jack” Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 12 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 14 Oxford Ceilidh Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 16 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Wed 18 Kennington Horticultural Soc. Social quiz, wine, cheese Village Centre 7:30 pm
Tue 24 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Fri 20 7:30 pm

Sat 21
2 pm
7:30 pm

Sun 22 KADS Pantomime Village Centre
2 pm
7:30 pm

Fri 27 7:30 pm

Sat 28
2 pm
7:30 pm
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Chronicle Contributions

Do  you  belong  to  an  organisation  in  Kennington?  Or  have  an  event?  The  Kennington 
Chronicle is a great way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article 
and a picture! It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.

Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting
Kennington-related news articles to the Editor! See page 37.

The Village Diary is in the Post Office. Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events. 
Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.

When submitting articles to the Chronicle, please “Remember to provide a 
contact phone or email” in case of problems!

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
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