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I was listening to Radio 4 a few weeks ago, and I was particularly struck by an item about a lady
called Amanda Whittle. Amanda lives in Kent, but has been subjected to vandalism by some local
“youths in hoodies”, who set fire to her fence, which burned with such intensity that a hosepipe
made no difference, and 30 feet of a tree was damaged. The broadcaster commented:
“In you and me this might induce a raging desire to reintroduce the pillory and birch. Amanda,
however, pursued the youth not for vengeance, but with a proposal.”
Amanda admits to a desire to find the young vandals who damaged her property in order to give
them a “clip round the ear hole”, but instead she transformed the local common grounds which had
been allowed to fall into disrepair and created a five-a-side football pitch, a mini badminton and
tennis court, with new fencing and new gates.
This is an inspiring story for the new year that emphasises the importance of forgiveness, and new
opportunities.
I am sure that we can all cite a list of grievances that we have against a variety of people. Whether
we feel we have been wronged collectively (discriminated against according to our age, gender, or
social background for example) or individually—by friends or family members perhaps—we can
all carry around with us a sense of being badly treated. And how we react to this varies widely. For
some, it means a chip on the shoulder that grows into a giant forest, for others it marks a permanent
family breakdown. For others still, a hard-hearted approach to life grows out of bitterness and
grudge-holding. All of this is damaging and destructive.
I wonder whether we can start this new year with a different approach—one that embraces
forgiveness and transformation. I wonder whether we are strong enough, and big enough, to react
with grace as Amanda did, seeking not to punish or avenge, but to transform and heal. We are all
good at justifying our own positions—we are, are we not, always in the right?— but an entrenched
and unforgiving attitude does as much harm to ourselves as it does to others.
May we then, find it within ourselves, to let go of grievances, and to offer to others a new start; a
new start that brings with it hope and possibility.
— Em Coley
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Services in January
Sun 1st 9:30 am Holy Communion
(no Children’s Church or
Freewave)
6:30 pm No service
Sun 8th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:00 pm Refresh

Sun 15th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 22nd 9:30 am Holy Communion
11:00 am All Age Unity Service
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 29th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Songs of Praise

Children’s Church
Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a family
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome. Freewave, a
group for ages 10+, meets at the vicarage at 9:25 am on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month (but
not on Sunday 1st January).
Craft Mornings
This month, the craft morning 10 am–12 noon will be on Saturday 14th January—bring your
children (aged 4–11) and head home to enjoy the weekend papers!

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise.
Our services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit
and we invite you to join us.
SERVICES FOR JANUARY AT 10:30 AM
1st

(New Year’s Day) Worship led by Mrs Marion Hingley-Hickson from Wesley Memorial
Church.

8th Communion service led by Rev John Rowland. This is our annual Methodist Covenant
Service when we renew our promises to follow Christ in our lives.
15th Worship led by Miss Judith Atkinson from Wesley Memorial Church.
Continued overleaf
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18th–25th): During this particular week the 3 Churches in
Kennington will be sharing together in worship as follows:
Thursday 19th 10:30 am Communion at St Swithun’s Church
Monday 23rd 6:30 pm Mass at the Good Shepherd Church
Tuesday 24th 2:30 pm Worship at the Methodist Church
22nd 11:00 am: United service at St Swithun’s Church. There will be no 10:30 am service at the
Methodist Church on this particular Sunday.
29th Our informal Café style worship, which includes the opportunity to share with one another
in discussion in small groups as well as offer prayer and sing songs, is led by our own
Minister, Rev Rosemary Davies. Fairly traded refreshments will be served on arrival at
Church.
Midweek worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month in
2012 starting on Wednesday 18th January at 10:30 am. Do come and join the residents for 30
minutes of informal worship. All are welcome.
OTHER ACTIVITIES
10 am onwards. Our Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Stall takes place on
Tuesday 10th
the 2nd Tuesday of each month in the Church Hall. Do come along and bring
your friends with you for an enjoyable ‘morning out.’
Sunday 15th

The monthly service at Mon Choisy Elderly Persons’ Home takes place at
3 pm followed by a service at Kirlena House at 3:45 pm.

HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Mrs Doreen
Biggadike on 01865 433910 or Mrs Thelma Marson on 01865 735145. Please be aware that no
smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently, the Church is
not available for bookings on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Churches Together in Kennington
I hadn’t seen one of the assistants at my local Co-op store
for a while. When I queued at the till to pay for my goods
last week, I was shocked to see that she had lost a lot of
weight. Behind those physical changes lay a story of
changes in her personal circumstances . She told me that
her husband had walked out on her and she was struggling
to hold the family together. These unforeseen changes had
taken their toll and life was very hard.
Change is at the heart of human life whether it is thrust upon us through circumstances or it comes
about as a natural development—like the progress from childhood to adulthood, the increasing grey
hairs of middle age or the aches and pains of old age. However, coping with any kind of change is
usually something we resist because we are creatures of habit and we get used to familiar patterns
of living and working.
Change is also at the heart of Christian faith. The Apostle Paul said that anyone who is in Christ is a
new creation—the old life has passed away, the new has come and as a result we are called to live
as children of the light. Throughout the Bible there are many stories of people who have been
changed by their encounter with Jesus but this change is not just confined to the pages of Scripture,
for it happens today too.
As we begin another year, we carry all sorts of thoughts and feelings about changes we might
experience in 2012. There may be some changes we yearn for in our lives but don’t quite have the
courage to do anything about; there may be changes that we dread but our fear overwhelms us and
stops us living in the present; there may be changes that we know will happen and we need the
courage to face them honestly.
In all the changes of our society, perhaps it’s time to seek out the God of unchanging love who
never gives up on His creation and yearns for the world to change their ways and discover the new
life He offers whatever the circumstances.
Change is also at the heart of the ecumenical movement. From 18th– 25th January, Churches around
the world mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and make it a priority to share in one
another’s traditions of worship and celebrate their common faith in Christ.
This year, the theme of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is, ‘We will all be changed’, and
comes to us from the Churches in Poland. Christians living in that country have reflected upon their
own experience as a nation, and in particular how, as a nation they have been changed and
transformed by the many upheavals of their history, and sustained by their faith.
So, the three Churches in Kennington will be taking up the challenge of the theme as they meet for
worship and fellowship together and extend a warm invitation to anyone who cares to join them:
Thursday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday

19th 10:30 am
22nd 11:00 am
23rd 6:30 pm
24th 2:30 pm

Communion service
United service
Mass
Service

St Swithun’s Church
St Swithun’s Church
Church of the Good Shepherd
Methodist Church

The Churches Together Committee will be meeting at the Methodist Church on Thursday 19 th
January at 8 pm when we’ll be planning future worship and events in the village.
— Rev Rosemary Davies
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Kennington Youth Club
We continue to thrive. With an increased current membership of 113, the members requested a
fuller Christmas holidays programme, which I was encouraged to plan. With the help of my
committee and volunteers it began with a schools out party as term finished. It was fabulous that
the members did much of the planning of this themselves! The following weekend, with Oxford
Association of Young People, 25 went midnight skating at the ice rink—scary or what? Then, in
the week before Christmas a new venture was tried, breakfast morning from 10 to noon. To work
off the excesses of Christmas, the café club opened in the week following Christmas for a day, and
will open again on Friday 6th January from 3:45 to 5 pm. New ideas and opportunities come
forward regularly. All this was in addition to our normal Monday evening openings which took
place as usual. How did it all pan out? Watch this space in February for our memories. My thoughts
are now focussing on the 2012 programme, but more of that in next year’s Chronicles.
HELP! One item of equipment the members enjoy is the bean bags that act as alternative seating
and soft landing strips! However, they are not as hard-wearing as we would like. So, is there
anyone out there who knows how they could be sewn to increase durability? Alternatively, if you
know someone who does industrial type oversewing and could put me in touch, I would be
indebted. Our e-mail address for all correspondence, requests, and information is
kenningtonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk.
THANKS. I am most grateful for the gift of a portable pool table. This is a valuable addition to our
equipment, and will enable more members to get the chance to play this popular game.
Consequently the gift is much appreciated.
— Alice Dore, Youth Leader.

Campaign to Save the Kennington Library
Groupings
The OCC rated Kennington with the “Community” libraries, scheduled to lose 50% of its funding.
The request to move Kennington Library up by a band, due to the incorrect assumption that
Kennington has a circular shape, and supported by the Parish Council, MP Nicola Blackwood and
County Councillor Arash Fatemian, was refused. The shortfall for the rural libraries is intended to
be made up by volunteers. Volunteers would be trained to exactly the same level as the librarian
managers that they would replace, including Health & Safety and Fire Hazard (at the OCC’s cost),
but the Friends would bear the cost of the CRB checks.
What this means for Kennington Library
As with the other affected libraries, the Friends are volunteers, who also have other commitments
such as work, family and indeed other volunteer roles. The Friends spend a significant time raising
funds for the library. They thus feel unable to take on the responsibility of managing the volunteers,
with all the ramifications that involves (contracts, sick leave, etc.). That is why the library needs to
raise a significant amount of money—to pay for the shortfall.
The Friends are hoping to be able to raise sufficient funds to keep the library open without any loss
of services. If you are not a member, but would like to become one (just £3 per year, or £5 for a
family!), please ask at the library.
— Paddy Landau — savekenningtonlibrary.blogspot.com — savekl2011@gmail.com
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Kendall Copse—work in Autumn 2011
At the end of October, with a couple of seed trays of cowslips still in leaf in my garden, the
Kennington Guides were seeking work in Kendall Copse. So, for a couple of hours we planted
these in the Eastern field to complement those already growing in the path verges in the Western
field, together with seeds of the evergreen iris.
The following month, stalwart helpers rallied to the call to help clear burdock from around the
roadside edge in order to help the struggling trees in that part. We hope to burn off this in front of
and at the sides of the old concrete stable block base in order to provide weed-free access for Guide
barbecues this coming year.
One thing became clear as the burdock came out and that was the trees there had suffered badly
with over-shading or drought; only a dozen out of some 30 or 40 planted had survived. However,
those trees along the southern boundary by the bypass, which appeared to be even more
‘smothered’ by burdock, had not only survived but had prospered, with no losses there! With trees
failing beside the roadside, the following month we planted half a dozen replacements.
With Network Rail having finished the ‘new’ Redbridge, the earth-moving gear was removed and a
new piece of fencing erected across their access. Unfortunately hard core had had to be laid to get
the machines in and out, resulting in an unplantable patch behind the fence… I will think of
something that can grow in stone chippings but not this year. Watch this space!
— Roger Gelder, Friends of Kendall Copse

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs gave four performances of The Pirates of
Penzance just before Christmas. The first concert was in Witney, which raised the splendid sum of
£725.00 for Christian Aid. The second concert was at OXSRAD, where £482.00 was raised.
Finally, the last two concerts took place in Kennington where almost £5,000 was raised with the
help of an anonymous gift, and all of this has gone to Penhurst Special School for very severely
disabled children and young people.
The concerts were a great success, and the choir thanks those who helped and gave so generously.
Members of the choir also sang carols in the Westgate Shopping Centre in Oxford for two hours
and raised over £225 for Save the Children.
After a short break for Christmas, the choirs will be meeting again on Friday 13th January to start
rehearsing Verdi’s Aida, for a concert in Oxford later in the year. We are always looking for new
singers, and there are no subscriptions or auditions. Copies are available. Rehearsals are held in the
Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road on Friday evenings at 7:45 pm. All singers are most
welcome.
For more information ring Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885 or visit www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.
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Kennington Pool
The Oxfordshire Conservation Volunteers will be working at the Kennington Pool on Sunday 8th
January at 9:45 am.
You are very welcome to come along and assist. You would need to wear old clothes and meet at
the entrance at 9:45 am for a safety briefing.
Children aged 5–16 are welcome but must be accompanied by a responsible adult.
The entrance to the Kennington Pool can be found at the end of the slip road at the north end of the
village, by the Kennington Village sign.

Kennington Overseas Aid 2012
KOA’s AGMs are like no other—rather more a celebratory party than a
meeting. On 17th November we handed over to Tools for Self Reliance
the money raised this year. A few days later we received the following
message from TFSR:
“This makes a very impressive total of £26,001.04 for our project with
TRAX in Ghana [TSFR’s partner organisation there]. This is a massive
achievement in the middle of one of the worst economic downturns in
memory. Congratulations to you all. We have really enjoyed working
alongside KOA and so very much appreciate the generous and ongoing
support given by all on the committee and within the Kennington
community.”
So you see that, despite the dreadful economic climate, the people of Kennington have not lost their
generosity. In fact, once a few small inconsistencies in the figures had been sorted out, the final
total was £26,058.86, which makes it KOA’s all-time fund-raising record. Thank you from the KOA
committee to everyone in Kennington for a magnificent result.
KOA’s ethos has always been that working together to create events that people enjoy is good for
our own community as well as for the village in the developing world that we befriend for a year.
At the meeting, retiring chairman, Halcyon Leonard, described her visit, with a car laden with tools
and sewing machines, to Tools for Self-Reliance headquarters near Southampton to see a similar
atmosphere—the local community very much involved, in this case in work such as the
refurbishment of the tools before they are sent out to TSFR’s projects abroad. If anyone is
interested in hearing more about it, Halcyon will be delighted to talk to you.
We have the three proposals for next year’s charity. You can see the details on our website
www.koa.org.uk or telephone our Treasurer, Clive Rodgers, or Sylvia Vetta, Chairman in 2012, for
paper copies. The selection meeting is on Thursday 12th January at 8 pm in St Swithun’s Hall. It’s
an open meeting, so please come along to have your say and vote for the project of your choice and
give your feedback on events. We would love to see you and hope that some of you might want to
take a more active part in next year’s fund-raising.
— Marilyn Farr
Sylvia Vetta (739071)
KOA Chairman

www.koa.org.uk

Marilyn Farr (326519)
Vice Chairman
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St Swithun’s School
We have had a very busy and enjoyable term.
Four year-6 pupils, Isaac, Cara, Ella and Sam, represented the
school in the Young Mathematician of the Year competition and
were area runners-up. A fantastic achievement—they had to work
co-operatively as a team, as well as solve some tricky mathematical
puzzles. Well done to them!
Twenty pupils represented the school in the Oxford Festival of Light on 2nd
December. They worked with Miss Moon and a local artist Sean to make gorgeous
lanterns, which were lit with LED lights. They paraded through the streets of
Oxford as part of the 12 days of Christmas procession. A magical event!
Full Circle continues to meet every Wednesday lunchtime. This is an
intergenerational project in which some of our senior citizens work on craft activities
with a small group of children. They have lunch together and enjoy a really good time.
We had a visit from a team of OFSTED inspectors, who spent two days observing
lessons, talking to children, reading paperwork and talking to staff and governors.
The inspection team reviewed many aspects of the school’s work. It looked in detail
at a number of key areas.
•

•

•

•

The involvement of pupils in their own assessment and the impact on their
progress and learning.
The effectiveness of subject coordinators in sustaining the quality of teaching
and pupils’ achievement and progress.
The extent to which the curriculum supports the development of key skills
across subjects and areas of learning.
The progress made by higher attaining pupils.

We were delighted when they came to the following conclusion:
“This is a good and improving school. Pupils, parents and carers, with whom it engages
well, hold it in high regard. One parent wrote, ‘I am delighted to see my child so
eager and enthusiastic regarding all her school activities… including homework!’
Another added, ‘The school has far exceeded my expectations and personal
experiences of schools in the past.’ As a result, pupils are eager to learn, enjoy
attending and behave well.”
What an excellent way to end 2011!
— Jill Evans, Head Teacher, 01865 438933, www.st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
St Swithun’s CE (C) Primary School, Grundy Crescent, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PS
14

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

15

16

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Vacancy for Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
Kennington Parish Council
Kennington Parish Council is looking for someone able to take responsibility for all
administrative aspects of the Council and to act as Responsible Financial Officer.
Kennington is a fairly large village of about 4,000 inhabitants on the outskirts of
Oxford. The role is varied and interesting. Duties include producing agendas and
minutes for all meetings, carrying out all the Council’s decisions, advising the
Council on procedural matters, supervising a small team of litter wardens, managing contracts, and
producing brief monthly updates for the local magazine and village web site www.kennington.org.
The Precept for 2011/2012 was £79,102.
Parish Council financial work includes dealing with the payment of bills, PAYE for all employees
and managing the computerised accounts and annual audit, budget preparations and dealing with
VAT issues relating to Parish Projects. Good communication with the Chairman is essential.
The post is part-time, averaging 20 hours per week with hours to suit. The Clerk works from home
and attends Parish Council meetings, which are usually held at 7:30 pm on the second Thursday of
each month (except August). In addition there are planning meetings every three weeks and
occasional committee meetings and working parties.
The salary will be located on Spinal Column point 23 (hourly rate £10.498) to point 26 (hourly rate
£11.549) according to experience.
The ideal candidate will have good organisational and computer skills, including MS Word and
Excel spreadsheets. Broadband internet connection is essential and will be supplied with a
dedicated phone line. Training is available.
For further information or to make an application, please contact the Chairman, Peter Biggs, on
peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com or 01865 730353. Deadline for an application is Sunday 15th January
2012.
Applications should be made by letter or email, describing yourself and what you would bring to
the post, with a full Curriculum Vitae and the names and contact details of two referees and sent to:
Mr P Biggs, 5 Grundy Crescent, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5PS or peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Kennington Toddler Group
Dear Community,
I am the chairperson for Kennington Toddler group at the Village Hall on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
9:30–11:30 am. We are finding it hard to get volunteers to open and close on these days, as parents
and carers have other commitments with other children, etc.
So I am writing to see if there are any volunteers that would like to come in and help to put out the
play items at 9 am and put away the items at around 11:20 am. We have our own rota and this will
stay in place, so you will have help and assistance.
If you would like more information then please let me know or email me.
Thank you.
— Jenny Forder, Email jenny.forder@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Women’s Institute

WI

December 2011
Members were welcomed to our Christmas meeting on Wednesday 14th December.
It was with great regret that the President had to inform the meeting that one our
longest serving members, Mrs Kath Lawson, has sadly passed away in November.
Kath had joined our Institute in 1962, and for at least 25 years was our
representative on the Village Hall Management Committee. She also managed our sales table each
month for several years.
The party was then able to commence with everyone partaking of the food which the Committee
had provided. There was a lovely selection of savoury dishes followed by tempting desserts.
After this we settled down to the entertainment provided by KADS. This was a very varied
programme and really enjoyable and we were encouraged to join in the carols. All in all it was a
very happy and successful evening.
Author Valerie Calderbank will be the speaker at our meeting on Wednesday,11 th January. The title
of her talk is Bomber Jack. It is sure to be very interesting and we will be pleased to welcome
anyone who would like to come along and join us. We meet in the Village Centre at 7:15 pm.
Meanwhile, your President and Committee would like to wish all our members a very happy New
Year.

New Year’s Day Concert
The Oxford Brass Players
Sunday 1st January 2012 at 8:00 pm
A most varied programme of Music & Excellent Soloists
A great night out on New Year’s Day!
All proceeds to Oxford Alzheimer Vale House, Botley.
Cowley Conservative Club, Between Towns Road (by kind permission).
Tickets £3
Please contact Frank Wolff, 01865 326271 ,14 Rowles Close, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LX
(or the Club, 01865 779354). Cheques payable to Oxford Vale House Charity № 299766

Rhymetime
Wednesday 18th January, 10:45–11:15 am.
We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers
to sing along seasonal verses in English and French.
Free refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.

All children under 10 to be accompanied by an adult carer.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.
18
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243
Gardens are not just about having well manicured lawns with crisply trimmed edges, bedding
flowers in nice tidy blocks of colour, nor having perfectly straight rows in the vegetable garden.
Just as much enjoyment, I believe, is gained by sharing the space with other living creatures from
birds to moths, bats to badgers.
You don’t have to have a large garden to attract wildlife; small gardens are just as important,
especially when you put together an entire row of small gardens that in the eyes of wildlife looks
just like one big, linked habitat. They don’t care if there is a fence dividing your garden from your
neighbours. Wildlife sees it as one block of space, uniting entire communities.
A good place to start is to have a lawn that has varying lengths of grass in different areas, not just
mown within an inch of its life all over. Although birds like to feed on short grass, insects love
longer areas.
To increase the biodiversity in your garden, build from the insects up as they are near the foot of the
food chain. Everything else will follow.
Grow as many varieties of plant as possible, and leave some seed heads when you are cutting
deadheads, as this will increase the insect and bird life in your garden. When pruning down all your
herbaceous perennials in autumn after they have finished flowering, leave about 5 inches of stem
uncut above ground. Not only will this protect the crowns of your plants from the severe winter
weather, but it will also give insects somewhere to hibernate, which in turn are a good food source
with which to attract birds in winter.
Maybe you have room for a small tree that fruits or berries, and again can be a good food source for
birds. If you are growing trees and shrubs, try to focus on native plants that naturally grow in this
country, as they are more attractive to native wildlife.
Ponds are great ways of encouraging wildlife to pay your garden a visit, but never plant overly
invasive plants that will soon overrun, and keep in mind fish in a pond will reduce some of the
insect and amphibian populations you may wish to attract and enjoy.
The main thing to consider when you are gardening with wildlife in mind is not to be to tidy—
wildlife doesn’t like too much housework. Leave some piles of dead wood and some piles of rocks
to give small creatures places to hide, and if you have a large garden, standing dead wood is
valuable. By that I mean if you have a tree that is dead or dying, leave it standing for as long as
possible provided it is not dangerous. That encourages insects and other animals that live higher up
and off the ground.
Green Woodpeckers love standing dead wood they cannot hammer easily into hard wood with their
soft bills. That is often why you can observe them feeding on the ground as they try to find ant
nests in your lawns and borders.
Have a go at gardening a little differently and see if you too can attract more visitors into your
garden.
Happy Gardening!

21

British Legion Poppy Appeal
Well done, Kennington! We’ve passed the 2010 total by a wide margin.
The Poppy Appeal 2011 raised the grand total of £4,347.48. This is over £300 more than last year.
All this money was raised despite the theft of a poppy tin from one of the commercial outlets in the
village. In all the very many years of poppy selling in Kennington this has never happened before.
What a despicable act!
On a happier note grateful thanks go to the faithful army of poppy sellers and also to all those who
gave. The combined effort made this great total possible.
— Barbara Boyne and Sheila & Michael Prior

The Friends of Kennington Library
A BIG thank-you to all who helped before and on the
day with the Victorian Gala Evening. It was a sellout, and enjoyed by everyone who came and put
£1,280 in the Friends bank account, which we shall
need. Special thanks to our young and efficient
volunteers, Victoria, Jenny, Hannah and Jean-Americ,
and to artist Weimin He, who has been recording
many events in the Kennington calendar with his
brush and pen.
The Future
A Victorian Gala Evening as Helen Rappaport talks

This time last year we were faced with the closure of
about her new book. 26/11/2011, Weimin He
our library. Thanks to the fantastic support you gave
to the campaign to Save Kennington Library, we have a future. It is not going to be an easy one—
Kennington was put in the “community” library group, which the council regards as half paid staff
and half volunteer. It is the committee’s view that we do not want to put volunteers in charge of the
library.

The Friends intends to organise fund-raising events in support of the library. Our manager
Dominique now has a delightful and efficient assistant, Kirsty Shearer, and the Friends will use the
money raised to keep her employed. Then there will always be a professional in charge of the
library but we will welcome volunteers willing to help.
We have a fantastic programme in the planning. If you like it and support it, we will have a vibrant
library.
Our County Councillor, Arash Fatemian, asked John Jackson if he will, as promised, tailor the
implementation to individual libraries. It is recorded that he will meet with us and Arash in an
open-minded manner. We shall keep you posted.
Membership
Please come for coffee on Saturday 7th January from 10 am and renew your membership. We
need signed-up members more than ever! We have organised a fun limerick workshop run by poet
and friend of the Pythons, Jenny Lewis, from 11 am–12 noon (see page 29).
A HAPPY NEW YEAR—THANKS TO YOU!
— Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, vettasylvia@aol.com
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Parish Council Matters
November 2011 Meeting
It was very pleasing to see a good crowd for the
carols around the village Christmas tree and the
lights switched on. Due to the damp weather
the carols took place in St Swithun’s church
followed by seasonal eats and drinks. A
collection was made and £200 was sent for
Lymphoma Cancer Research.
The BMX track has now been completed and is
already proving to be very popular with local
youngsters.

The work by Network Rail to replace the
footbridge over the railway behind the Tandem
is progressing. The Parish Council has been
sent an artist’s impression of the completed
bridge, which looks very similar to the one at
Radley station.
A grant for £425 to Abingdon Citizens Advice
Bureau was agreed at the December meeting.
Mrs Denise Cattell
Acting Clerk to the Council
Dates of Council Meetings
January 2012
The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 12th January at 7:30 pm.
Saturday Office: 7th January, 10–11 am.
The Planning Committee meets
Tuesdays 3rd & 24th January at 8:00 pm.

The public meeting about the village’s
celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
took place on Friday 25th November. Those
present expressed an interest in supporting
events on Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd June
2012. Ideas mentioned were a carnival, barn
dance, fireworks, BBQ or pig roast, Big Lunch
on Sunday, races for the children, and a church
service. The Parish Council will set aside funds
in the budget to enable this.

Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan as they have only 21 days to
send in their comments. Therefore please
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you
receive notification to ensure the Parish
Council members are aware of any neighbour
objections. Plans can be viewed by
arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
All meetings are held in the Village Centre
and are open to the public.
To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
➢

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and
in the Kennington Library.

➢

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

➢

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Go to On-line Archives.

➢

Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: ORCC News Bulletin; Headway Newsletter.
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Kennington Link WI
December 2011 Meeting
A happy afternoon was spent as we learnt the art of Christmas flower arranging. Our
thanks were given to Mrs Nazeem Afzal, who gave a demonstration and provided
large amounts of flowers, greenery and Christmas baubles so that everyone could
join in the activity and create their own arrangement. The perfection of Mrs Afzal’s
larger flower displays showed her great expertise and encouraged our own efforts.
Photographs were taken for the album and these will remind us of our achievements in
time to come.
Business Matters & Reminders. Envelopes for the January subscriptions were distributed. A
reminder was given that payment will also be due in January for the Founders Day Tea. Members
were asked to bring their Resolution Forms from WI Life to the next meeting.
The well-stocked Sales Table was well supported as members searched for seasonal bargains.
Christmas refreshments provided by the committee were greatly enjoyed, and it was our privilege
to sing “Happy Birthday” to Mrs Alma Perman, who is the oldest member of our group.
Daylight was beginning to fade as the President closed the meeting and wished everyone “A Very
Merry Christmas”.
The next meeting, on Wednesday 4 th January, will be a Members’ Meeting—several short
articles and readings have been planned but more items would be most welcome. At this meeting
there will also be a speaker to tell us about personal alarms.

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: January 2012

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events
Wednesday 18th January, 7:30 pm, Village Centre—Members only

Social evening when the nights will definitely be getting shorter! There will be plenty of cheese,
wine & nibbles, a quiz, photos of some of last year’s events and the chance to swap some gardening
gossip.
Wednesday 15th February, 7:30 pm
Peter Sheasby returns with an illustrated presentation entitled Spring in Patagonia.
Wednesday 28th March, 7:30 pm
Harriet Rycroft. Head gardener, Whichford Pottery, will demonstrate the preparation and
maintenance of garden containers and take questions on general gardening matters.
Both events: members £2 and non-members £3, which includes complimentary refreshments.
This will be the last event in this years’ programme. The committee is currently working up next
year’s programme, which will commence in April. We hope to have a draft by February.
Happy New Year!
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre
Dr Katharina Winkel is settling in at the practice and will be joined by Dr Alex Novak until the end
of March. Lisa, our Health Care Assistant, will now be doing 4 days a week at the practice. She will
be taking bloods as well as helping with blood pressure monitoring, ECG and audio testing.
May I please remind you that we can only accept repeat prescriptions by phone (after 10:30 am) for
those who are over 65. It may seem strange that we cannot accept all prescriptions by phone but we
do not have the resources to be able to offer this service to every patient. Please note that you can
order online via our website or you can drop your request off at the practice (through the letter box
if we are closed). Please note that all requests take 48 working hours to process.
During the month of January we will trial a new approach to appointments. We hope that this,
coupled with our new GP’s, will help to alleviate the waiting times that you have experienced over
the last few months.
In February we will be swapping our patient booking system. This will mean that we are unable to
make any bookings beyond Friday 17th February until the new system is up and running. Please be
patient with us while we get this system installed—it will help us to provide you with an efficient
service in the future.
We are still offering flu vaccinations for those over 65 and for patients who have other conditions
such as diabetes or heart disease. Please contact the Heath Centre to arrange your injection, or if
you are attending for another reason please ask if you can have your injection at the same time. It
only takes a minute.
You should see a new addition to our practice this month—our electronic checking in system. It is
easy to use and will save you waiting in the reception area until a receptionist is available to check
you in. Please ask to be shown how it works if you are uncertain.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Author’s Talk and Workshop
Kennington Library
Saturday 7th January, 11 am
The Friends of Kennington Library are delighted to welcome

Jenny Lewis
Singer songwriter, poet and dramatist.
Jenny, good friends of the Pythons, will also run a
fun workshop on creating nonsense rhymes and limericks.
An event for all the family

Refreshments kindly provided by Friends of Kennington Library from 10:30 am.
For more information contact Kennington Library 01867 730763
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Kennington History Society
In November, when it is traditional to remember our brave countrymen and women who made the
ultimate sacrifice in war, the Society’s event could not have been more suitable or timely. Our
monthly talk by John Giddings MBE, the Chairman of the Burma Star Association, entitled
‘My Far Eastern War,’ whilst being amusing at times was nevertheless very poignant. John took us
from when he became a teenage RAF volunteer in 1940, through his active service in India and
Burma, culminating with his part in the historic battle of Kohima in 1944.
As he told us, this was the turning point in this theatre of the war, and the Japanese Army’s
relentless advance had finally been halted, saving India from invasion. The line had been held and
plans could now be prepared for an offensive into Burma. A remarkable story told by a truly
remarkable man.
As we go to press members are eagerly awaiting the return of one of the Society’s favourite
speakers, Graham Sutherland, who is to give an illustrated talk fascinatingly entitled, ‘Grave
Tales and Monuments.’ Full report next month.
‘this month’
The first talk of the New Year will be held at 7:45pm in the Methodist Church on Monday 16th
January when one of our members, Ruth Clarkson, will give an illustrated talk about one of her
interests, ‘The Oxford Pageant of 1907.’ This somewhat forgotten week-long event took place at
the far end of the Broad Walk in Christ Church Meadow, when a cast of between 3,000 and 4,000
people re-enacted memorable scenes from Oxford’s history. Scenes included the legend of St
Frideswide, the birth of the University, the story of Henry II and Fair Rosamund, the St
Scholastica’s Day Riots and the Civil War. The Prince and Princess of Wales were patrons!
‘next month’
The History Society’s next event to be
held on Monday 20th February in the
Methodist Church at 7:45pm will be the
Annual General Meeting, which will be
followed directly by a Members’
Evening. Details of member’s talks next
month.
Kennington History Society talks are free
to members with visitors welcome @
£2:50
Subscriptions for the next 12 months, pegged at 2011 level, are due Sunday 1st January.
‘Renewal of Membership’ is payable at the Society’s monthly meetings or directly to the Treasurer,
Doreen Horseman, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
Happy New Year
George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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RNLI Coffee Morning
RNLI Coffee Morning
13 Edward Road
Saturday 4th February, 10 am–12 noon

Make the most of your energy
The sixth of an occasional series from the United Sustainable Energy Agency, www.usea.org.uk
The cost of household gas is almost twice what it was in 1999. Energy Saving Trust says the
average household could still save around £340 a year on its energy bills.
Are you missing a trick?
1. Have lofty ambitions
Loft insulation is one of the easiest and most cost effective ways to save energy. If your loft
has no insulation, laying mineral wool to a depth of 10½" (27cm) could save you £205 a
year.
2. Look for the logo
Energy Saving Recommended appliances are more efficient. Fridges and freezers that carry
this logo use around 60% less energy, saving you up to £39 a year.
3. Make the switch
The better energy saving light bulbs last around 10 times longer than the equivalent oldfashioned bulb. Each one will save you up to £45 on electricity over its lifespan.
4. Insulate wall cavities
When your house isn’t insulated, around ⅓ of the
heat you pay for is lost through the walls. Cavity
wall insulation could reduce your annual heating
bills by £160.
5. Give your home an energy health check
Still not sure which are your home's weak
spots? Complete a free Home Energy Check
at www.est.org.uk/check to find out more.
Insulating your home remains the best first line of
defence against rising fuel bills. Grants are
available. Over 70s and those who receive certain
benefits may even get the work done FREE.
For more money saving tips, contact the Energy Saving Trust
on 0800 512 012.
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Village Diary
January
Wed
Sat
Tue
Wed
Thu
Sat

4
7
10
11
12
14

Kennington Link WI Members’ Evening
Clerk’s Office
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington WI: “Bomber Jack”
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh: All Blacked Up

Sun

15 Service

Mon
Wed
Tue
Fri

16 Kennington History Society: Oxford Pageant of 1907
18 K. Horticultural Society: Social quiz, wine & cheese
24 Parish Council Planning
20

Sat

21

Sun

22 KADS Pantomime

Fri

27

Sat

28

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

Village Centre

2:15 pm
10–11 am
10 am–12 noon
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
7:45 pm
7:30 pm
8 pm
7:30 pm
2 pm
7:30 pm
2 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
2 pm
7:30 pm

February
Wed 1
Sat
4
Wed 8
Thu
9
Sat 11

Kennington Link WI: Day Party
Clerk’s Office
Kennington WI: Reinventing your Wardrobe
Parish Council Meeting
Oxford Ceilidh: What’s Up Folks
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Tue 14
Parish Council Planning
Wed 15 Kennington Horticultural Society: Spring in Patagonia
Sun

19 Service

Mon 20 Kennington History Society
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Methodist Church Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Methodist Hall

2 pm
10–11 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
8 pm
7:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
7:45 pm
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