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Every now and again I kick myself for having missed out on the first (or more) series of what I 
have since discovered to be a thoroughly enjoyable TV programme. Slightly late in the day, I have 
come across the Secret Millionaire. This programme sends self-made millionaires into pockets of 
society  where  there  is  a  significant  amount  of  poverty  and social  deprivation.  The millionaire 
spends time with different individuals and organisations, with a view to giving away thousands of 
pounds. This is, of course, kept from the individuals and organisations until the final reveal at the 
end of the programme, when the surprise comes, cheques are handed out, and naturally tears flow 
freely (not just on the TV, I might add, but on my sofa as well!).

What touches me about this programme is that the millionaires seem to be people who have been 
touched by some of the heartbreak of life, and who are motivated by their own grief and struggle to  
help others. The one I have just watched was a man in his 60’s, who had made his fortune through 
property development, in part spurred on to work by the death of his 14-year old son to cancer.

I am also challenged by this concept, for I think it is applicable to us all. The question is this: How 
are we moved to help and serve others through the means that we have, and inspired by our own 
experience of life? It is easy, isn’t it, to get caught up in our immediate world of home, family, job, 
school, an so on, and to forget to look wider: at people with fewer resources than ourselves, at 
people living in  very different  contexts  to us,  yet  people touched by the same difficulties  and 
challenges that touch us all.

May we take the time to look beyond ourselves, and to reach out—possibly with our hands on our 
wallets—to the people who need our help and encouragement.

— Em Coley
Services in February

Sun 5th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 12th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 19th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 26th 9:30 am Holy Communion
11:00 am All Age Service
6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church

Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a family 
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome. Freewave, a 
group for ages 10+, meets at the vicarage at 9:25 am on the first and third Sundays of the month.

Craft Mornings

This month, the craft morning 10 am–12 noon will be on  Saturday 11th February—bring your 
children (aged 4–11) and head home to enjoy the weekend papers!
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister: Telephone:
The Rev Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington Email:
Oxford minister@limewalk.org.uk
OX3 8AX

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.

We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our 
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite 
you to join us.

SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY AT 10:30 AM

5th Worship led by Mrs Jan Grimwood from Tackley

12th We welcome Mr Mike Trinder from Kidlington Methodist Church

19th Our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, leads a Communion Service

26th We welcome the students from the John Wesley Society, based at Wesley Memorial 
Church, to lead our worship.

MONTHLY WORSHIP  : Wednesdays at Edith Court  

We invite you to join the residents in Edith Court Lounge for the monthly informal 30-minute act of 
worship. This will take place on Wednesday 15th February at 10:30 am and all are welcome!

SUNDAYS AT LOCAL CARE HOMES

Come along and join the services held on Sunday 19th February
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Person’s Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House

The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Tuesday  14th February—Coffee  Morning in  the  Methodist  Church  from 10 am onwards. 
Bring & Buy Stalls available.  Enjoy a  cuppa with old friends and new! January’s Coffee 
Morning raised £126.80.

HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH

If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Mrs Doreen 
Biggadike on 01865 433910 or Mrs Thelma  Marson on 01865 735145. Please be aware that no 
smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is 
not available for bookings on a Saturday.
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The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Churches Together in Kennington
As of 2012 my husband Lee and I have decided to have a film night once a 
week.  This  is  the  sort  of  ‘quality  time’ that  good  wedding  preparation 
courses recommend, and in nearly 14 years of marriage, this is the first time 
we are managing it!

A film night comes with additional problems however—Lee and I have completely different tastes 
in films! Slightly predictably, Lee enjoys “shoot ’em up” films, particularly if they have aliens in 
them. I, other the other hand, am quite partial to a good love story, especially if it involves George 
Clooney somewhere along the line!

So, Lee and I have come up with an ingenious way to choose a film for our film night. We both  
choose four films that we would like to watch. Then we exercise our right of veto on one of the 
other person’s choices.  That whittles it  down to six. We line the DVDs up, and then choose a 
number 1–6 out of a hat. Whichever film the number corresponds to, is the film for that night. A 
slightly laborious process, you may think? So far, it seems to work…

This is perhaps a silly example of the differences we all have. Different likes and dislikes, different 
pastimes, different beliefs. The difficulty arises when different choices or approaches are put in 
conflict against one another. This has happened in relation to the Christian faith in a number of 
ways. This Lent, the Churches Together in Kennington will be looking at some of these seeming 
conflicts in a course loosely based on Alister McGrath’s book, Why God Won’t Go Away? led by my 
mum, Rev Liz Johnson. The course is called Making Sense of Faith, and the sessions are:

1. Faith and Reason
2. Faith and Science
3. Faith and Conflict
4. Faith and Suffering
5. Faith and…?

They will be held every Thursday evening in March in St Swithun’s Church Hall from 8 pm.

Whatever your view is what the Christian faith may or may not conflict with, you are more than 
welcome to come and join the discussion.

— Rev Em Coley
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Kennington Youth Club
My working with different youth groups has taught me that no 
two young-people groups respond exactly the same. Consequently 
three months since reopening, our recent Christmas programme 
was not only enjoyable but gave useful insights into what works 
best at Kennington Youth Club. The breakfast club, which opened 
in the week before Christmas, proved very popular. Also highly 
successful was the late night Ice Skating with the Oxford Association of Young people. This was 
amazing and enjoyed both by members and those volunteers who took to the ice with them—
though some might have felt the strains next day! Insights gained from that event prompted me to 
devise standard policies for future out of club trips.

Trips planned. These necessary policies are designed to increase the confidence of members and 
parents by ensuring that everyone is clear about requirements, and I look forward to our next trip, 
Ten Pin Bowling on Monday 6th February at the Kassam Bowlplex under the new system. If that 
too is successful I am thinking of a Thorpe Park visit in the Easter Holidays.

These trips will  be subject to finding suitable volunteers; yes, we are always looking for more 
volunteers,  especially  anyone  who enjoys  working  with  young people  and  would  find  regular 
weekly experience of youth work useful in their professional life or in achieving qualifications. 
With the New Year, in addition to the usual Pool Tables, Table Football, Music, Air Hockey, Table 
Tennis, and the Wii and PlayStation, a programme of activities will be introduced. The Details of 
this and any questions about the Youth Club can be obtained by emailing me.

Friday 3rd February is the off-the-buses café day, 3:45–5 pm, 50p, entrance.

Club nights on Mondays, £1 entrance:

• 6:30–8 pm for years 6, 7 and 8

• 7:30–9 pm for years 9, 10 and 11

The first Friday of every month there is a after school café 3:45–5 pm, 50p entrance.

Thanks again! One of the things that makes leading Kennington Youth Club so rewarding is the 
support and help received from both Kennington folk and the wider community. Most recently the 
club has received IT assistance from Sam Partington, a gift of furniture from the Health Centre, and 
extra to contract assistance from Executive Alarms. It helps tremendously to feel that both village 
and community are supportive in the challenges of working with Young People. So on behalf of the 
Management Committee and me, thanks so much.

— Alice Dore, Youth Leader, kenningtonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk

Kennington Memorial Field

The Memorial Field needs a little looking after!

Can you spend a Saturday morning helping the Abingdon Green Gym and members of the 
Kennington Memorial Field Committee to do some scrub clearance in the Memorial Field?

Meet outside the Sports Pavilion at the top of Playfield Road
Saturday 25th February, 9:30 am–12:30 pm

Bring (if you have them) gardening gloves, secateurs, loppers, bowsaw.
Some tools will be available.

Call Alison on 01865 735995 evening or weekend for more information.
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Kennington History Society

December saw the return of one of 
the  Society’s  favourite  speakers, 
Graham Sutherland, who on this 
occasion  gave  a  fascinating 
illustrated  talk  entitled  ‘Grave 
Tales and Monuments’. Over the 
course of the presentation Graham 
showed  us  pictures  of  a  wide 
variation of monuments and other 
markers  which  commemorate 
important  events  that  have 
happened throughout the world.

A happy evening concluded with the consumption of delicious seasonal refreshments.

The first event of the New Year held in January was a delightful illustrated talk by one of our  
members, Ruth Clarkson , about ‘The Oxford Pageant of 1907’. Ruth, with great humour, told a 
very good audience, given the extremely cold weather, the story of this week-long event that took 
place at the end of the Broad Walk in Christ Church Meadow. She explained there was  a cast of 
between 3,000 and 4,000 local people who re-enacted memorable scenes from Oxford’s history 
from the legend of St  Frideswide, the birth of the University and the story of Henry II and Fair 
Rosamund to the St Scholastica’s Day Riots and the Civil War.

Ruth concluded by quoting Mark Twain’s very complimentary eyewitness report, which appeared 
in the New York Times in the same week as the Pageant.

‘this month’

The  History  Society’s  next  event,  to  be  held  on  Monday  20th 

February  in the  Methodist Church  starting at  7:45 pm, will be 
the  Society’s  Annual General  Meeting,  which as  usual  will  be 
followed  directly  by  a  ‘Members’ Evening’.  This  is  an  annual 
opportunity  for  members  to  make  a  short  presentation  about 
something of an historic nature that interests them. This year there 
will two presentations. Firstly Roger Gelder and George Ross will 
give an illustrated talk about local  ‘Standing Stones and Ancient  
Burial Chambers’,  and then member  Roland Bradbury will tell 
us about ‘The Fire Engine at the bottom of my garden’.

‘next month’

An early date for your diary on Monday 19th March in the Methodist Church at 7:45 pm: we will 
have the long-awaited visit from Thea Young, the Visitor Manager of  Sulgrave Manor, who will 
give an illustrated talk entitled, ‘Easter at Sulgrave Manor’: A Talk about the Traditions of the 
Season (this is a change of subject due to the timing of the talk).

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.

Just  a  reminder:  this  year’s  subscriptions  were  due  on  1st January.  If  you  have  not  already 
renewed, this can be done at any of the Society’s monthly meetings or directly to the Treasurer, 
Doreen Horseman, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations 2nd–5th: Planning

Forest Side Festivities

The Parish Council will be organising activities at Forest Side Recreation Ground on Saturday 2nd 

and Sunday 3rd June.

If you would like to help and get involved please let the Chairman, Peter Biggs, know by email on 
peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com

Street Parties

Kennington Parish Council would be pleased to hear if anyone was thinking of organising a Street 
Party for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee weekend.

If you want to close the road for your party you must get permission from Vale of White Horse 
District  Council  at  least  seven  weeks  before  the  event.  That  means  for  the  Queen’s  Diamond 
Jubilee the deadline is before 13th April. All requests must be submitted in writing and sent to Julie 
Green,  Vale  of  White  Horse  District  Council,  Commercial  Services,  The  Abbey  House, 
Abbey Close, Abingdon, OX14 3JE, fax 01235 540397, or email julie.green@whitehorsedc.gov.uk. 
Full  details available on the website  www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk under “road closures”. You will 
probably need insurance.

There is an excellent website which can give you lots of ideas and clear instructions for planning an 
event at www.streetparty.org.uk.

Monday 6th February, 7:30 pm, Village Hall

Following the meeting in November to discuss ideas for celebrating the Jubilee described below, it 
is now urgent to get together a team of people to project manage the activities. The Parish Council 
has budgeted £5,000 in order to allow the essential items needed such as a marquee and public 
toilets to be hired. Another meeting is planned for Monday 6th February in the Village Hall at  
7:30 pm. If you are interested to help but cannot make the meeting please let the Chairman of the 
Parish Council, Peter Biggs, know via email peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com

Saturday 2nd June

Fête on Forest Side in the afternoon, and any organisation is welcome to have a stall to raise money. 
In the evening perhaps a Dance in a Marquee at Forest Side with a Pig Roast or Barbecue with the 
evening culminating with Fireworks.

Sunday 3rd June

Again on Forest Side in line with the national Big Lunch, a village picnic including entertainment 
for all such as children’s races.

An Ecumenical Service later in the afternoon.
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Thames District Girlguiding

Be Prepared! Girlguiding Thames District is once again holding its annual Table 
Top Sale in the Village Centre on Saturday 3rd March. As usual there will be 
a cake stall, refreshments and a raffle. If you would like a table, they are still 
only £5 and can be reserved from Liz  Gaskell on 01865 730053 or Margaret 
Biggs on 01865 730353.

Kennington Girlguiding

We Need You!

1st Kennington  Guides,  for  girls  aged  10–15,  is  part  of 
Girlguiding UK and we are in need of new members. We meet on Fridays during term time and it’s 
all about having fun, learning new skills and being a part of our community.

Members take part in a wide range of exciting activities at our regular meetings and at special 
events  or  holidays.  Past  activities  have  included  video  editing,  outdoor  cooking  (and  eating), 
sleepovers, making things—in fact girls do everything from adventure sports to playing fun games, 
and from taking part in community action projects to the performing arts.

We are so proud to have members taking to the stage as part of this year’s Oxford Gang Show.

This year’s summer camp will be in  Adelboden, Switzerland and will include a range of action-
packed activities as well as exploring the traditions and cultures of Switzerland. Our highlights will  
be a trip to Our Chalet, the home of World Guiding, and a trip on Jungfraujoch, Europe’s highest 
railway.

Guides work together in small groups or ‘Patrols’ and, with the support of an adult Leader, choose 
and run some of the activities themselves using Go for It! resource packs.

With Girlguiding UK, girls can just be themselves in a girl-only space—making friends, learning 
new skills and having fun. Guiding is for girls of all backgrounds, abilities and nationalities.

You can join straight away, as Kennington Guides does not currently have a waiting list. You do not 
need to have been a Brownie or Guide before to join. Just contact Jo to arrange a meeting to visit—
we may be away from the meeting place so please don’t just turn up!

Email  kenningtonguides@hotmail.com or  call  Jo  on  07940 537992.  For  more  general  info  on 
guiding see www.girlguiding.org.uk or our new website www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.

Don’t Miss Out—Come and Join the Fun!

Kennington 4 Fairtrade (K4F)

Renewal of Fairtrade status success!

I am delighted to report that we have managed to successfully renew our status as a 
Fairtrade village.

Fairtrade Fortnight Event, Village Hall, Saturday 10th March, 10 am–12 noon

For further details go online to www.fairtrade.org.uk

Contact Robin Mason on 321044 or Brenda Groth on739229 for further information.
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Kennington Pools this January

Sunday morning (9th January) and I was feeling slow (must be 
an age thing) to help with the planned clearance work at the 
Kennington Pools. By the time I arrived at 10:30, the Oxford 
Conservation  Volunteers  (www.ocv.org.uk)  were  clearing  the 
under growth with a vengeance on what proved to be a rather 
fine day for the work.

There seemed to be a hundred or more, but this was misleading, 
with ‘just’ 25 very busy Volunteers taking out the deadwood and cutting back the overgrown parts 
of the pool area that had become badly shaded. Chris Skepper, the Task Leader, was busy building 
an otter holt, which we hope will encourage otters to take up residence as they have in other local 
areas along the Thames.

I must admit I envy the enthusiasm and energy shown by this working party and the excellent result  
arising from their effort, all helping to maintain and improve this corner of Kennington.

Our thanks for the work done.
— Roger Gelder

MBE Award in Kennington

We are all delighted to hear of the award of an MBE to Trevor Cowlett for his services to music 
and charity. It is certainly well deserved.

A stalwart member of the Methodist Church in Kennington, Trevor has spent 50 years arranging 
carol singing round the houses in Kennington and has helped to raise thousands of pounds for 
severely disabled children at Penhurst School in Chipping Norton, an Action for Children special 
school. There is a huge number of people within the village and beyond who have benefited from 
Trevor’s skills as a music teacher and as Musical director of the Kennington & District United 
Church Choir. We look forward to hearing all about the visit to the Palace and seeing the photos in 
due course!

— Rev Rosemary Davies

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

The Kennington  & District  United  Church  Choirs are  now rehearsing  Verdi’s Aida,  for  a 
concert  in  Oxford  later  in  the  year.  We are  always looking for  new singers,  and there  are  no 
subscriptions or auditions. Copies are available. Rehearsals are held in the Methodist Church Hall 
in Upper Road on Friday evenings at 7:45 pm. All singers are most welcome.

For  more  information,  ring  Trevor  Cowlett on  01865  735885,  or  visit  our  website  at 
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.

RNLI Coffee Morning

13 Edward Road

Saturday 4th February, 10 am–12 noon
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Air Ambulance

Your local Air Ambulance needs new volunteers to help us with our busy events calendar. If you 
like  meeting  new  people,  trying  new  things  and  joining  a  fantastic  social  network—why  not 
volunteer a few hours per week for the Air Ambulance? We do not receive any Central Government 
or National Lottery funding so without volunteers we would not be able to continue saving lives in 
your community, 365 days of the year.

TVACAA needs YOUR help to ensure the Air Ambulance can continue to provide a life saving 
emergency service in Oxfordshire. Can you help us make a difference?

— Eleanor Green, Oxfordshire Fund-raising Manager, eleanor@tvacaa.org, 0300 999 0135

Abingdon Air & Country Charity Show 2012

In aid of Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust and Helen & Douglas House Respite

Amongst the participants will be a World War Two P51 Mustang and World War Two Hurricane 
from Didcot. Rock guitarist Rick Chase will be returning, and we hope to have a show car from one 
of the locally-based Formula One teams. There will be a small Static aircraft area featuring around 
40 types, including the United States Army Blackhawk helicopter based in Belgium, and possibly 
RAF Benson based Merlin & Puma helicopters, frequent users of the airfield, subject to operations.

The 2011 event raised £8,075.00 for the Air Ambulance Trust after essential running costs were 
paid for. The show has raised £23,075.63 for the Air Ambulance since 2007, and a further £14,000 
from 2001–2006 for the Oxford based Helen & Douglas House Respite Centres.

Advance Tickets on sale from Wednesday 1st February at selected local Tourist Information Centres 
and  online  from  our  website  www.abingdonfayre.com.  On-the-day  prices  are  £15  adults,  £10 
senior citizens, £5 children aged 5–15, free for under-5.

Kennington Festival Group

Having missed the last edition I now wish you all a belated Happy New Year on behalf of 
the group.

We would be pleased to welcome more people to the group and hope you will consider 
coming along to join our happy band if you are 60 or over.

If there is someone out there who would like to come along to make and serve 
cups of tea every other Monday that would be wonderful.

Next Meetings are Mondays February 6th and 20th, 2–4 pm.

We have a brilliant team of volunteer drivers so if you require transport or need 
more  information  please  ring  me  on  01865 730353  or  email 
mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

— Margaret Biggs
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243

Moon Gardens for Bats

Gardens  stocked  with  the  numerous  flowers  producing  evening  blooms  are 
called Moon Gardens, great for people who work all day. Moon Garden plants 
often are white, which reflects the moon’s light even more, and they are fragrant 
in the evening. Foliage is also sometimes white which adds to the reflective 
quality of the garden.

Evening Primroses, Yucca and Night Scented Stocks are good plants for evening enjoyment, while 
in the herb garden, mint, thyme and even basil often flower in the evening.

Plants flowering and fragrant during the day usually attract daytime insects, but plants with evening 
and night interest attract insect that are on the wing or active in the evening. So it’s clear that the 
advantage of evening and night flowering plants having white flowers and foliage that stand out in 
the moonlight is that they are easier to spot by the pollinating insects.

My point behind all this is that if you attract and keep these insects in your garden in the evening 
you can then expect to attract predators like bats.

Bats use huge amounts of energy so can hoover up vast quantities of insects, so if you try to grow 
native plants to Britain, you will attract native insects and native bats.

Growing trees and shrubs in a linear fashion helps bats find their way around as they memorize 
where the features are to help navigate. Removing one, breaking that line of growth, may confuse 
them and they may not cross that void to get to the next tree. Often early-flying bats don’t like to  
break cover so losing part of a row of trees may disrupt their movements. Later-flying bats are 
often more adventurous and fly in more open pastures, probably due to less predation from owls 
and predators.

So go on, have a go at Moon Gardening and watch the bats share it with you! Happy Gardening.

Personal Notices

The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. 
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 37).

Trevor Cowlett

Thank you all the folk who have sent cards, e-mails, phone calls, etc. of congratulations on my 
MBE. I appreciate them all very much.

— Trevor Cowlett

KOA Fun Run—Sunday 17th June
Calling all Runners, Walkers and Helpers!

The Fun Run is happening again this year on Sunday 17th June.

Please put the date into your diary.
— Eckhard Groth
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Where to, KOA? We need your opinion!
Kennington Overseas Aid 2012

KOA’s 2012 project

A difficult choice faced us at the January selection meeting, and the project 
chosen for 2012 is  Lunch4learning, a small charity run from Oxfordshire 
and working in Uganda.

What is it all about? Education is highly prized in Uganda, but, in rural 
areas, the children walk long distances to school on empty stomachs. As there 
are no school lunches and often no water, their learning is impaired.

How does Lunch4learning work? The charity helps schools create gardens 
in which pupils and teachers grow basic food crops for use in preparing a simple lunchtime meal.  
45,500 children are already benefiting from better nutrition and hence a greater ability to learn. 
With KOA’s help they will extend the scheme to a further 32 schools. After 3 years schools are 
often self-sufficient—so the charity can move on to another district. £20,000 will benefit 21,000 
boys and girls.

Where to KOA?

Our February planning meeting will be somewhat different from usual. We would like to start at 
7:45 pm and finish discussion of the 2012 programme by 8:30 pm. Then we need to have a serious 
blue skies discussion.

We are in our 44th year, and many of the founders of KOA are still involved, but while their hearts 
are willing, they no longer have the energy to drive KOA forward. A new generation has to become 
involved if KOA is to have a future in which it can build on the successful work of the past. The  
committee  has  positive  suggestions,  such  as  that  of  ’twinning’ with  a  village  in  a  developing 
country—everything  is  up  for  discussion.  We want  to  hear  your  ideas—about  how we  might 
support development projects in future, new ways of fund-raising, and the kind of organisation we 
should be.

So please come to our open meeting:

St Swithun’s Church Hall, Thursday 23rd February at 7:45 pm

Sylvia Vetta (739071) Marilyn Farr (326519)
KOA Chairman www.koa.org.uk Vice Chairman

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

➢ Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library.

➢ A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

➢ Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 are on our website www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. 
Go to On-line Archives.

➢ Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
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The Friends of Kennington Library
We hope to see as many supporters as possible at our  AGM on Saturday 3rd March at 11 am–
12 noon (refreshments from 10:30). The current committee is prepared to stand again but we need 
helpers for events so that we can keep the library running. We also have suggestions to improve it  
and run workshops but need to run them by as many Friends as possible—so do come.

We have an exciting programme for you! Dates for your diary:

Saturday 10th March, 2–4 pm: World Book Day

We have secured another coup for Kennington! Oxford Children’s Book Group presents  How to  
Tame your Dragon author, Cressida Cowell (aimed at children aged 5–10 years).

Saturday 24th March, 6:30 for 7 pm, Kennington Village Centre

Cabaret style gala evening public launch of Oxford Castaways by Sylvia Vetta: Don’t miss the 
opportunity to meet some of the 50 inspiring people Sylvia has interviewed for Limited Edition 
magazine of the Oxford Times including the Kennington castaways, Prof James Leonard, Charles 
and Cecillie Swaisland, and Air Commodore Bob Martin. Artist and castaway, Weimin He, who has 
illustrated the book, will record the evening with his brush and pen. You’ll be able to hear from 
Korky Paul and other castaways too. Sylvia promises to make it fun. Tickets will be £12.50—
including a two course meal! (Bring a bottle; glasses provided.) Reserve your seats now!

Friday 11th May, Film Night—watch this space…

Don’t forget our regular events (below)!
— Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, vettasylvia@aol.com

Rhyme Time
Wednesday 15th February, 10:45–11:15 am.

We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers
to sing along with some English and French seasonal verses.

Free refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.

All children under 10 to be accompanied by an adult carer.

Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.

Author’s Talk
Kennington Library

Wednesday 1st February, 11 am

The Friends of  Kennington Library are delighted to welcome

John Kitchen
John’s début book won two prestigious international awards:

The New Generation Press Publishing Prize in the UK and
the 19th Writers’ Digest Book Award in 2011 in the US for

“The best self-published novel for the Middle Grade and Young Adults”

Refreshments kindly provided by Friends of Kennington Library
from 10:30 am.

For more information contact Kennington Library
01867 730763 or www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: February 2012 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events

Wednesday 15th February at 7:30 pm

Peter Sheasby returns with an illustrated presentation entitled Spring in Patagonia.

Wednesday 28th March at 7:30 pm

Harriet  Rycroft,  Head  Gardener  of  Whichford Pottery,  will  demonstrate  the  preparation  and 
maintenance of garden containers and take questions on general gardening matters.

Both events: members £2 and non-members £3, which includes complementary refreshments.

The programme for 2012–2013 has just gone to the printer. Once again we have a full and varied 
programme, commencing on 25th April with a return of the mini spring show after a few years’ 
absence. Full details in the March Chronicle.

Saturday 28th April

Coach Outing to  Thenford Arboretum, home of Lord and Lady  Heseltine.  Members will  recall 
visiting in the autumn of 2010 with fantastic weather. By popular demand we are visiting again, this 
time in springtime.  Thenford Arboretum is open for only four days per year to groups only. The 
cost is £22 per member and £23 for non-members. The entrance fee of £12 is donated by Lord 
Heseltine to a local charity, the details of which are yet to be published for this year.

Bookings can be made with the treasurer on 730961. Full names are required as a list of attendees 
has to be submitted one week before the visit, together with payment. Telephone bookings must be 
confirmed with payment within seven days of booking. All bookings must be completed by 14 th 

April.

The coach will depart Manor Grove at 1:30 pm calling at bus stops through the village. Estimated 
return time 7 pm.

Coming soon…

Saturday 5th May: Plant sale, St Swithun’s Church grounds, 10 am–12 noon. Further details in due 
course.

Wednesday 23 May: Talk by Sue Bedwell, Friends & Foes.

Headway Oxfordshire

Headway  Oxfordshire  has  three  unallocated  places  for  the  Brighton  Marathon  on 
Sunday 15th April. Would you like to enter and raise funds for this local charity?

Headway is also inviting entries for a Charity Golf Day on Thursday 17th May: 27 
holes of golf, coffee & bacon rolls, sandwiches and a two-course carvery at  Frilford 
Heath,  near  Abingdon.  Enquiries  please  to  the  fund-raiser,  Carole  Newbigging,  on 
01865 326263 or email carole@headway-oxford.org.uk.

Headway offers advice and practical support to anyone affected by an Acquired Brain Injury—the 
individual,  family and carer—throughout  the county.  The Activity  and Rehabilitation Centre  is 
based at the Church of the Good Shepherd, 4 Bagley Wood Road. Please do call in and see us.
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Parish Council Matters

January 2012 Meeting

The  Parish  Council  has  appointed  a  new 
footpath warden, who has produced a report on 
the footpaths within the village. More details to 
follow in a later Chronicle.

As  you  might  have  noticed,  the  replacement 
footbridge over the railway near the Tandem is 
now  in  place.  Inevitably  there  is  a  certain 
amount  of  making  good  to  be  done.  Several 
members of the Parish Council have visited the 
site and are keeping in touch with Network Rail 
to ensure that the area is left in a satisfactory 
state.

The Parish Council agreed a new Tree Policy to 
ensure  that  the  trees  in  the  village  are 
monitored.  Any remedial work needed should 
be reported to the County Council.

A grant for £25 to Relate was agreed.

Mrs Denise Cattell
Acting Clerk to the Council

Dates of Council Meetings
February 2012

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 9th February at 7:30 pm.

Saturday Office: 4th February, 10–11 am.

The Planning Committee meets
Tuesday 14th February at 8:00 pm.

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 

receipt of the plan as they have only 21 days to 
send in their comments. Therefore please 

telephone or email the Clerk immediately you 
receive notification to ensure the Parish 

Council members are aware of any neighbour 
objections. Plans can be viewed by 

arrangement with the Clerk or online at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

All meetings are held in the Village Centre 
and are open to the public.

To contact the clerk, write or call at
102 Kennington Road, Tel. 421126

Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

Kennington Link WI
January 2012 Meeting

The President,  Ann Coulter, opened the January meeting and wished everyone a 
Happy New Year.  Subscriptions  were  taken and  Membership  Books  distributed. 
After official business, the President expressed our pleasure in hearing of Mr Trevor 
Cowlett’s award in the New Year’s Honours List.

Next month is the Founder’s Day Tea, and  donations of raffle prizes will be very 
much appreciated.  Posies to decorate the tables will be the competition this month 
and we look forward to meeting the Federation Chairman, Sue Cox, who is to be our special guest.

This was a Member’s Meeting and there were two speakers whose contributions were both very 
interesting. Firstly, Sheila Prior told of a special day in childhood, when her family travelled to 
London to visit a well-known milliner whose customers included royalty. She recalled a blissful 
time of being allowed to try on all the hats and the day was rounded off with a rare trip to the 
theatre—what a happy memory.

Rosalie  Whitely then took us  on her  Voyage of  Discovery  cruise to  Oslo and the Fjords.  She 
described the  experience  of  life  on  board  ship  as  a  holiday in  itself,  with  excellent  food and 
entertainment, and plenty to do. We enjoyed hearing about the different sightseeing excursions and 
admired the beautiful photographs she had taken.

The next meeting will be the Founder’s Day Tea Party on Wednesday 1st February. Members 
are reminded it will commence at the earlier time of 2     pm  .
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre

Our new self-check-in system is up and running—thank you to all of you that are using it. We are 
finding that it frees up receptionist time to deal with other things such as answering telephones and 
processing repeat prescriptions. Please continue to use it wherever you can.

We are still on target to change our patient system on Wednesday 15th February. We are sorry 
for the continued delay in setting up our appointments for the second half of February. We are 
working to get these set up but we want to get them right in the new system rather than rush it and  
then have to cancel or change appointments.

Repeat prescriptions: please note that we aim to process these within an average of 48 hours. 
Sometimes it  may take a little  longer if  we have to speak to a doctor,  e.g.  to  reauthorize.  We 
currently process most requests well within 48 hours.

If you think you will need a repeat prescription during the week that we change over our patient 
systems, please consider making your request early. We will need extra time to get everything set 
up and working again before we return to normal.

Our aim is to be able to offer an appointment with a named GP within 10 working days—please 
note that as all our GP’s work 3–4 days a week this could mean, at particularly busy periods, a wait 
of  up  to  3  weeks. We  are  continually  working  to  reduce  this  waiting  period  and  our  new 
appointment screens seem to be helping us to achieve this. Please consider seeing the first available 
doctor if you wish to see someone sooner.

We are often asked why we cannot leave messages on answer phones or talk to family members 
about  medical  matters. The  answer  is  confidentiality.  It  is  our  policy  that  we  do  not  leave 
messages on answer machines or talk to anyone but the patient unless we have a waiver form. If 
you wish us to leave messages or talk to a family member you need to obtain a waiver form from 
reception, complete and sign it and hand it in. We can then update your records and leave messages 
and talk to family members.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Did you know: You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website.

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update

I have continued to monitor the parking issues in the village, specifically outside the Co-Op, St 
Swithun’s School and on the main roads, which has included issuing tickets. By now all residents  
should be aware of what is being looked for in regards to incorrect parking and you are asked to 
take responsibility  for  your guests  and your own car’s  positioning.  Cracking down on parking 
issues like blocking pathways is intended to benefit residents by reducing unnecessary risk to both 
pedestrians and other motorist—the last thing anyone wants is an accident in the village caused by 
something as simple as a car’s position.

I have been attending Kennington Youth Club, which I’m pleased to say is still going from strength 
to strength. More volunteers are needed to help with running the club and for potential group trips 
in the future; if you are interested then come along on a Monday evening and speak with Alice.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
Non-emergency telephone: dial 101 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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Village Diary

February

Wed 1
NHS blood donation: book on 0300 123 2323 Village Hall

1:30–3:30 pm
4:15–7:30 pm

Kennington Link WI: Day Party Methodist Church Hall 2 pm
Fri 3 Kennington Cancer Fund: Quiz Night Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sat 4
Clerk’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Conservatives Band Concert Village Centre 7 pm

Wed 8 Kennington WI: Reinventing your Wardrobe Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 9 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 11 Oxford Ceilidh: What’s Up Folks Village Centre 7:30 pm

Tue 14
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 15 Kennington Horticultural Society: Spring in Patagonia Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 19 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 20 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

March

Fri 2 Kennington Cancer Fund: Cheese & Wine Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sat 3
Clerk’s Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Girl Guiding: Table Top Sale Village Centre 10–11 am

Tue 6 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 7 Kennington Link WI: AGM Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Thu 8 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 10 Kennington 4 Fairtrade: Sales, Stands, Exhibits Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Tue 13 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am–12 noon

Sun 18 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 19 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Sat 24 Friends of St Swithun’s School: Tabletop Sale St Swithun’s School 10 am–1 pm
Tue 27 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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