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“It’s not fair…!”

A few  weeks  back,  the  changing  rooms  at  my  gym  were  swapped  over.  There  were  some 
maintenance works going on in the women’s changing room, presumably by some workmen, so the 
men  used  the  women’s  changing  room whilst  the  women  used  the  men’s.  This  caused  some 
consternation.  Not  only  was  it  rather  disorientating—the  changing  rooms  have  a  completely 
different layout to one another—but it also created a previously unknown comparison.

To be honest, the women’s changing room is much nicer! It is significantly bigger, and has much-
needed (and much used) ‘pampering’ areas with hair dryers and mirrors galore. The conversation in 
the café (are you starting to understand the appeal of this particular gym?) that morning amongst 
the men was the unfairness of it  all.  “It’s  not fair” were the exact words uttered by one man, 
strongly supported by his male counterparts.

That  exact  phrase is  one  my six year  old daughter  expresses  with increasing  regularity,  and I 
respond, somewhat predictably, “Well, life isn’t.” And it is not, is it. I am sure that with just a bit of 
thought we could all list circumstances, events and situations that bear testimony to the unfairness 
of it all.

The season of Lent, and in particular the events of Holy Week themselves, speak volumes about 
unfairness. The perfect son of God was crucified, not for any crime he had committed, but as the 
means by which the gap between sinful humanity and God could be bridged. The needs of the 
entire world; need for forgiveness, love, another opportunity to live in freedom, were put first as 
Jesus, the suffering servant, gave his life to win others.

And yet, Jesus’ last words as he hung on the cross were not “God, it's not fair,” but “Father forgive 
them, for they don’t know what they are doing.” Right to the end, Jesus’ love, compassion and 
forgiveness  overcame any sense  of  unfairness.  It  is  all  too easy  to  allow ourselves  to  become 
disillusioned or bitter by unfair circumstances that don’t work out in our favour. But, this Lent, may 
we be struck by the ongoing generosity of God that means his love, his forgiveness, his offer of life  
outweigh any other considerations. Because God's ‘unfairness’ works for us all.

— Em Coley

Services in March

Sun 4th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 11th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 18th 9:30 am Mothering Sunday All Age Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 25th 9:30 am Holy Communion
11:00 am All Age Service
6:30 pm Compline
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Children’s Church

Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a family 
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome. Freewave, a 
group for ages 10+, meets at the vicarage at 9:25 am on the first and third Sundays of the month.

Craft Mornings

This  month,  the  craft  morning  10 am–12 noon  will  be  on  Saturday  10th March—bring  your 
children (aged 4–11) and head home to enjoy the weekend papers!

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister: Telephone:
The Rev Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington Email:
Oxford minister@limewalk.org.uk
OX3 8AX

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.

We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our 
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite 
you to join us.

SERVICES FOR MARCH AT 10:30 AM

4th (Lent  2)  Mission  in  Britain  Sunday.  Worship  led  by  the  Rev  Em Coley,  from St  
Swithun’s Church.

11th (Lent  3)  The Rev Dr Martin  Wellings,  the Superintendent Minister of  the  Oxford 
Methodist Circuit, leads a Communion Service.

18th (Lent  4)  Mothering  Sunday.  We  welcome  Prof  David  Matthews,  from  Wesley 
Memorial Church.

25th (Lent 5) Passion Sunday Our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, leads worship.

After the service we shall be holding our Annual Church Meeting when we have an opportunity to 
review the life of the Church over the past year and make plans for the year ahead. All are welcome 
to come along.

MONTHLY WORSHIP: Wednesdays at Edith Court

We invite you to join the residents in Edith Court Lounge for the monthly informal 30-minute act of 
worship. This will take place on Wednesday 14th March at 10:30 am and all are welcome! Please 
note that the worship takes  place on the second Wednesday this  month and not the third.  The 
informal worship will be led by our Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies.
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Sundays at local care homes

Come along and join the services held on Sunday 18th March
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Person’s Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House

The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.

Other Activities

Midweek Study Group

During Lent  there will  be an ecumenical  study group meeting on each  Tuesday afternoon at 
2:30 pm in the Methodist Church.

The course we shall follow is called Handing on the Torch—sacred words for a secular world. We 
shall begin each week by listening to a short reflection on CD from four Christian thinkers and then 
participate in group discussion. A course book is available, priced £3.25. For further details, contact 
Rosemary Davies.

Tuesday 13th March—Coffee Morning in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring 
& Buy Stalls available. Enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! February’s Coffee Morning 
raised £100.10.

HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH

If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Mrs Doreen 
Biggadike on 01865 433910 or Mrs Thelma  Marson on 01865 735145. Please be aware that no 
smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is 
not available for bookings on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Churches Together in Kennington

The whole of this month of March falls within the season 
of Lent. It is a season of ‘fasting and abstinence’, which is 
intended to prepare us for the supreme celebration of the 
year  for  Christians,  the  celebration  of  the  death  and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ at Easter. Even those who have 
almost forgotten what Lent is  about remember that it  is 
time of ‘giving up’, although this often links in their minds 
simply with some intention to  lead a  more healthy life. 
Christmas, in many minds, is the season for ‘giving’ (and receiving), Lent for ‘giving up’.

But in fact the theme of giving is also relevant to Lent. Traditionally it is a season when we are 
invited to consider ‘almsgiving’—our giving to help the poor. There has never been a time when 
there have been no poor people in need of help, although agencies such as Christian Aid continue to 
campaign to ‘make poverty history’, and Kennington Overseas Aid continues its excellent work in 
the same field, and is always on the look-out for new support.

But Pope Benedict XVI in his encyclical ‘Caritas in Veritate’ has emphasised the importance of 
‘gratuity’—free gift—in every aspect  of  human life.  He argues that  it  is  partly  because of the 
elimination of this aspect from the world of economics that the capitalist system faces its present 
crisis. Indeed some major companies have already realised this, and contribute serious resources 
not just to bogus ‘free gifts’ as incitements to purchase, but to a real enhancement of the common 
good. Most of us,  I  imagine,  take free access to  ‘Google’ for granted.  But it  is  in  fact  a  life-
enhancing free gift from a successful commercial enterprise.

Why should ‘giving to the poor’ be an aspect of the observance of Lent? It  could seem rather 
patronising. Are we who are relatively comfortably off invited just for a moment to do something 
for ‘those less fortunate than ourselves’? Pope Benedict in his encyclical reminds us of the much 
bigger context in which all ‘free gift’ is to be considered. The Christian understanding of the One 
God as  a  ‘Trinity  of  Love’ puts  the  free  exchange of  love  at  the  heart  of  the  Being of  God.  
Christmas is a time of gifts because that Love overflowed in the free gift of God sharing our human 
life in Jesus. Lent prepares us for the celebration of the total gift of that life out of love on the 
Cross, and the sequel, which reveals that Love as indestructible. We are called to be givers, in Lent 
but in all of life, because in fact our life and all that we have is itself a gift—a gift from Love and  
for Love.

— Fr Paul King
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The Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock

Keep Oxfordshire’s history alive—volunteer with The Oxfordshire Museum 
in Woodstock.

Volunteers make an invaluable contribution to Oxfordshire’s Museums Service by 
enriching and extending the service we offer.

We need your help in the café, reception, museum galleries and education 
centre.

For more information please contact our Volunteer Co-ordinator; telephone 
01993 811456 or email volunteer.museum@oxfordshire.gov.uk.

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/museumvolunteering

Kennington History Society

As this  copy goes  to  press  the  History  Society’s  Committee  is  repairing  for  the  group’s  ninth 
Annual General Meeting, which as usual will be followed directly by a ‘Members’ Evening’. This 
year’s annual opportunity for members to make presentations about things of an historic nature will  
feature  two  presentations.  In  the  first  of  these  Roger Gelder  and  George  Ross  will  give  an 
illustrated  talk  about  local  ‘Standing  Stones  and  Ancient  Burial  Chambers’.  Then  member 
Roland Bradbury will tell us about ‘The Fire Engine at the bottom of my garden’.

One important thing to be decided at the AGM is the destination of this year’s annual coach outing 
to be undertaken on Thursday 20th September… ‘Watch this Space’.

‘this month’

The Society’s next event to be held on 
Monday  19th March  at  7:45 pm  in 
the  Methodist  Church  will  be  the 
long-awaited visit of Thea Young, the 
Visitor  Manager  of  Sulgrave Manor, 
who  will  give  an  illustrated  talk 
entitled  ‘Easter  at  Sulgrave Manor’:  A Talk about the 
Traditions of the Season (this is a change of subject due 
to the timing of the talk).

‘next month’

An early date for your diary, on Monday 16th April in the Methodist Church starting at 7:45 pm, 
the Society will welcome popular local historian  Martin Way,  who will give an illustrated talk 
entitled ‘The Cotswold Wool Trade and Shepherding’.

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50

Just a reminder, this year’s subscriptions were due on 1st January 2012. If you have not already 
renewed this can be done at any of the Society’s monthly meetings or directly to the Treasurer, 
Doreen Horseman, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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Silver Pendant Lime of the Highest Degree
Reprinted with thanks with permission from the Tree Register

A recent invitation from Nick Bishop, Head Groundsman at the Saïd Business School in Oxford, 
resulted in the discovery of a splendid Silver Pendant Lime (Tilia tomentosa “Petiolaris”). At 32m 
in height and 4.45m at 1.2m in girth, it ranks as one of the Top 10 trees in Britain and easily the 
tallest recorded in Oxfordshire—and second in the county in girth to a tree at The Old Rectory, 
Wiggington.

The tree stands in the grounds of the Business School at  Egrove Park, amid 37 acres of land, 
previously owned by St John’s College, Oxford, which also features specialist flower meadows. 
Tree Register co-founder Alan Mitchell advised the college on species for tree planting, which took 
place in 1969.

Mitchell returned in 1983 and 1987 recording the growth of the young trees, including  Aesculus  
turbinate,  Pterocarya fraxinifolia and  Quercus frainetto.  However,  it  would appear that the big 
Silver Pendant Lime remained hidden from his view, as it still is to casual visitors to the site, and  
was never recorded—until now.

Kennington Youth Club

How time flies!  Kennington  youth  club  has  now been up and 
running for 6 months.

Encouraged by our consistent membership, the committee and I 
are  now in  the  process  of  discussing  many ideas  to  make the 
club’s future equally attractive. One idea is to find out more of 
what members’ parents think of the club’s offerings, and possible 
ways to best progress. From my meeting with some parents since we reopened, I feel you have 
valuable input, which my committee and I would like to hear about. We intend exploring informal 
contact in the near future.

Those who went bowling at the begin of February enjoyed the experience.

We are grateful yet again for the kind and generous people who have recently helped us in other 
ways. Our worktop counter needed attention, and Paul Farns has offered to help with that. We are 
indebted also to Dave Rist of Kennington Flooring Ltd, who has given us a dartboard and surround, 
giving us an extra club activity. Finally, those of you who used the electrics in the club up until the 
middle  of  January  will  know  that  Stuart  Crawley  of  S C Electrics  has  so  helpfully  fixed  our 
previously-unreliable heating.

There is still a vacancy for a regular weekly volunteer to help with the continuity of running the 
club so that more projects could be started, so if you missed last month’s appeal please get in touch. 
Meanwhile, thanks to the regular rota of volunteers who help keep the club from going to strength 
to strength—it really couldn’t run without you!

The Club runs on Mondays 6:30–8 pm for years 6, 7 and 8, and 7:30–9 pm for years 9, 10 and 11.

If you are interested in volunteering or have ideas for the development of the club please email me.

— Alice Dore, Youth Leader, kenningtonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk
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Kennington 4 Fairtrade

‘Take A Step in 2012’

Fairtrade Fortnight Event

Saturday 10th March, 10 am–12 noon, Village Hall

Everyone welcome!

For further details go online to www.fairtrade.org.uk

Contact Robin Mason on 01865 321044 for further details

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update

There has been a small number of burglaries in Kennington recently. Although I would say it’s far 
from time to panic I would also remind residents to be vigilant with their home security; simple 
things like locking and chaining doors and windows at night, keeping house and car keys out of 
sight and having your valuable goods security marked.

For any advice or assistance with home security please don’t hesitate to contact me or dial 101 and 
ask for a Crime Prevention Officer. We will do our best to help.

A growing number of small ‘baggies’ are being found on Playfield Road Park and in the village 
itself. These small clear plastic bags are used to store  cannabis and often have a green cannabis 
leaf design. If you have any information or suspicions about these bags or who is using them please 
call 101 and pass the information to either me or another Neighbourhood Officer. Alternatively call 
CRIMESTOPPERS anonymously on 0800 555 111.

We do not want this element in our village and with your help we will do our best to remove it.

I attended St Swithun’s School for a bike-marking event on Thursday 19th January where 16 bikes 
and scooters were marked. If you want your bike or scooter marked, I carry the kit on me so feel 
free to contact or just grab me while I’m out and about.

I have continued to monitor the  parking issues in the village, specifically outside the Co-Op, St 
Swithun’s School and on the main roads—which has included issuing tickets. By now all residents 
should be aware of what is being looked for in regards to incorrect parking and are asked to take 
responsibility for their guests’ and their own cars’ positioning. Cracking down on parking issues 
like  blocking  pathways  is  intended  to  benefit  residents  by  reducing  unnecessary  risk  to  both 
pedestrians and other motorists—the last thing anyone wants is an accident in the village caused by 
something as simple as a car’s position.

I  have been attending  Kennington Youth Club,  which is  still  going from strength to strength, 
although more volunteers are needed to help with running the club and for potential group trips in 
the future. If you are interested then come along on a Monday evening and speak to Alice.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
Non-emergency telephone: dial 101 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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Kennington Overseas Aid

As  we  reported  last  month,  KOA’s  project  for  2012  is  the  charity 
Lunch4learning,  which helps schools create gardens in  which pupils  and 
teachers grow basic food crops for use in preparing a simple lunchtime meal. 
By the time you read this we will have finalised our fund-raising plans for the 
coming months. These will include most of the usual events, some of them 
with a bit of a twist. For example, rather than holding our usual joint fête 
with St Swithun’s Church and the primary school, we will be participating in 
the Grand Fête to be held on the Diamond Jubilee weekend.

Can you help?

KOA is always in need of new helpers, so, if you haven’t been involved in our activities before, 
perhaps because you are new to Kennington, please consider volunteering to help out at one of our 
events. Whether it’s taking part in our House-to-House collection in early May, helping on stalls at 
the Fête in June, being a steward for the Fun Run later in the month, or serving in the KOA Shop 
in August, your help would be greatly appreciated. If you’re interested please ring Marilyn Farr on 
326519.

Starting with a bang

The first event of the season will be the Titanic Concert on Saturday 21st April, at which we will 
be showing a 20-minute film made by local director Philip Hind. Then Rebecca Martin, Marilyn 
Moore, Steve Mullin and Andrew Moore, with Nia Williams on piano, will entertain us with songs 
that were sung on the Titanic and others. Tickets are £13 from Sylvia Vetta on 739071. The price 
includes a three-course meal, but bring your own bottle.

With your help we’re looking forward to another fruitful and enjoyable season of fund-raising.

Sylvia Vetta (739071) Marilyn Farr (326519)
KOA Chairman www.koa.org.uk Vice Chairman

Kennington Overseas Aid—Sponsored Knit

As  you  will  have  read  in  February’s  Kennington  Chronicle,  this  year’s  project  is 
Lunch4Learning.  This  charity  is  based  in  Oxfordshire,  and  is  working  in  Uganda 
helping schools to create gardens in which basic foodstuffs are grown. The Sponsored 
Knit is part of the fund raising for this project.

As  usual  it  will  be  held  in  the  lounge  of  Edith  Court from  2–4 pm.  The  date  is 
Saturday 14th April. Those who have taken part in this event in before will know what a 
friendly and sociable gathering it is. Simple knitting—the results are a blanket, which is given to 
local charities, and money for the project.

Can you help? Either in donating double knitting wool that is no longer needed or by joining the 
knitters in raising as much money as we can for KOA—or both!

Sponsor forms and details are available from, and wool can be left with, Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper 
Road. Telephone 01865 735634.
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Thames District Girlguiding

Saturday 3rd March, 10 am, Kennington Village Centre

Are You Prepared for Thames District Guides Table Top Sale on Saturday 3rd at 
Kennington Village Centre? Doors open at 10 am. Bring you friends and chat 
over a tea or coffee, be tempted by the home made cakes and try your luck in the 
raffle—but above all support our table holders. There are still tables available at £5 from Margaret 
on 01865 730353 or Liz on 01865 730053.

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: March 2012 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events

Wednesday 28th March, 7:30 pm, Village Centre

Harriet  Rycroft,  Head  Gardener,  Whichford Pottery,  will  demonstrate  the  preparation  and 
maintenance of garden containers and also take questions on general gardening matters. Members 
£2 and non-members £3, which includes complimentary refreshments.

Wednesday 25th April: staging at 7 pm, show starts at 7:30 pm, Village Centre

Mini Spring Show: This show is a very informal event. Members are invited to bring along a few 
exhibits and try their luck. Judging will be undertaken by those present if they wish to do so. There  
will be a bottle of wine for the exhibitor with the highest points overall. If you do not want to  
exhibit come along and see the show anyway.

Class Description
1 1 vase trumpet daffodils 3 stems, same variety
2 1 vase miniature narcissi 5 stems, any variety, each less than 2 in across
3 1 vase trumpet daffodils 1 stem
4 1 vase tulips 5 stems, any variety
5 1 vase wallflowers Up to 5 stems, any variety
6 1 vase of Spring flowers 5 stems
7 1 vase of flowering shrubs or blossom 3 stems not exceeding 2 ft overall
8 Spring flower arrangement Not to exceed 18 inches overall
9 1 vase scented narcissi or daffodils Up to 5 stems judged for scent

Saturday 28th April

Coach Outing to  Thenford Arboretum, home of Lord and Lady  Heseltine.  Members will  recall 
visiting in the autumn of 2010 during fantastic weather. By popular demand we are visiting again, 
this time in springtime. Thenford Arboretum is open for only for groups for four days per year. The 
cost is £22 per member and £23 for non-members. Bookings can be made with the treasurer on 
730961. Full names are required as a list of attendees has to be submitted one week before the visit,  
together with payment. Telephone bookings must be confirmed with payment within seven days of 
booking.

All bookings must be completed by Saturday 14th April. The coach will depart Manor Grove at 
1:30 pm calling at bus stops through the village. Estimated return time 7 pm.
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Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Weekend

Saturday 2nd & Sunday 3rd June

Forest Side Playing Field

The  village  has  begun  to  discuss  what  we  can  organise  and  enjoy,  to  celebrate  the  Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee later this year. Earlier this month a group of villagers came together and agreed to 
work towards preparing and organising four events over the holiday weekend.

Saturday 2nd June

2–4 pm Family Fête, with stalls, tea & cakes and bar

7 pm–midnight Evening event, with marquee, bands, pig roast and fireworks

Sunday 3rd June

2–5 pm Picnic  &  Mad  Hatter’s  Tea  Party,  with  fancy  dress  competition, 
entertainment and teas

5–5:30 pm Ecumenical Church Service

We hope you will support these village events. As part of the afternoon Fête many stalls are being 
planned including

➢ Craft

➢ Jewellery

➢ Preserves

➢ Tombola

➢ Plant

➢ Cosmetics

If you would like to set up your own stall you would be obviously more than welcome—there can 
never be too many stalls, can there?

There is much to do between now and June, and the more help, the easier and more fun it will be  
for us all. If you are interested in helping in anyway or would like to prepare a stall please call me.

— Anne Feather, 01865 730075, kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

Last month’s cover

Thank you to Martin Hull for the photographs that graced last month’s cover.
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Kennington Memorial Field—Annual General Meeting

Wednesday 7th March at 8 pm in the Kennington Village Centre

Members of the public are invited to hear about what has been going on in Kennington Memorial 
Field over the past year. Come and join us at our AGM in the Village Centre.

After the AGM, there will be an illustrated talk, The Incredible World of the Honey Bee, by Steve 
Moll.

Following the talk there will be light refreshments. All are welcome.

The Kennington Chronicle needs you!

The Kennington Chronicle is created, maintained and delivered by volunteers.

There is an urgent need for new volunteers to help deliver the Chronicle, particularly 
at the northern end of the village (Upper Road and Kennington Road).

Most delivery rounds take about 20 minutes to complete and are close to your home, 
and delivery is at a time convenient to you.

If you enjoy reading the Chronicle or just use it for the advertisements and can spare a 
few minutes around the end of each month then please contact John Maine on 01865 736841 or 
email distribution@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.

— John Maine

Kennington Festival Group

Following our plea in last month’s Chronicle we have a volunteer to come and help 
with the teas. We are ready to welcome her on 20th February.

Unfortunately due to the snow we had to cancel the 6th February meeting so the jazz 
pianist who was going to entertain us had to be postponed. Hopefully he will be able 
to come along later in the year.

If there is anyone else who could come along to entertain us in any way for half an hour we would 
be pleased to hear from you.

Next meetings are on:

Monday 5th March when the members are having a Fish and Chip lunch. You are invited to join us 
for the AGM at 2pm followed by the usual activities.

Monday 19th March

We would be pleased to welcome more people to join the group and hope you will consider coming 
along to join our happy band if you are 60 or over.

We have a brilliant team of volunteer drivers so if you require transport, or need more information, 
please ring me.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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RNLI Coffee Morning

We thank everyone who supported the Coffee Morning held in Edward Road on 14 th February to 
raise  funds for the Royal  National Lifeboat Institution The event raised the wonderful total  of 
£173.00. We also say a big thank-you to all those who helped and or donated prizes for the raffle or  
for sale. Your contribution helped make the event such a great success.

KOA Fun Run & —change of date

Sunday 24th June

Due to a clash with other events we have had to change the 
date of the Fun Run and Walk to Sunday 24th June. We are 
hoping that this year there will be a large number of people 
taking part to get into the spirit of the Olympic Games. As 
always we are calling not only the runners, but also joggers 
and  walkers  to  come  and  join  in  the  fun.  We  are  even 
considering an extra category for the veteran runners.

The length of the course is just 3 miles, all in the glorious Bagley Wood behind the village. Please 
make an entry in your diary now to take part. Entry details will be in the April Chronicle.

— Sylfest Muldal, 01865 735995, and Eckhard Groth, 01865 739229

Quiz Night
In aid of the Meningitis Research Foundation

Friday 23rd March, 7:30 pm, Village Centre

Teams of up to 6. Tickets £5 per person available from Alison 01865 450946

Bring your own drink (including glasses) — Raffle

This August I am undertaking the gruelling challenge of climbing Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania 
to raise much needed funds for the Meningitis Research Foundation. Meningitis is a lethal disease, 
often diagnosed all too late. Those who survive can be left with devastating disabilities such as 
blindness and amputated limbs. Several strains now have vaccinations available, and the Meningitis 
Research Foundation believes that more vaccinations will become available over the next decade. It 
aims to completely eradicate the disease. To achieve this, it needs vital funding, which is where my 
Mount Kilimanjaro trek will help.

My personal target is £2,500 of which I am paying a significant chunk, but I do need support to 
raise the remainder, all of which will go to the Meningitis Research Foundation.

Please come—we need as many quizzers as possible to ensure the Quiz Night is a huge success and 
raises as much money as possible for this worthwhile cause. If you are not able to attend but would 
like to help in some way, a raffle prize donation would be most welcome. For further enquiries 
please ring Alison on 01865 450946 or email me at lisamacready@hotmail.co.uk.

Thank you.

— Lisa Macready
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Friends of Kendall Copse

We need your help!

The trees and hedges which so many of you helped to plant will soon be coming 
into leaf and we are looking forward to watching our woods develop.

The Friends need enthusiastic people to help take us on into the next stage. A 
meeting to discuss how we go forward is being held on

Thursday 22nd March, 7:30 pm, Village Centre

If you are interested please do come along, especially if you have any expertise in environmental 
matters.

This is your chance to have your say in how the environment around Kennington can be 
improved to everyone’s benefit.

— David Ward (Chair) 01865 327095; Roger Gelder (Secretary) 01865 436081

Pat’s Coffee & Tea

Most Mondays 10–11:30 am

A very happy time, lots of chat, and a very warm welcome to all

I’m delighted to tell you that £220 has been raised. The following donations have been made.

£ 28 — A lady in Kennington whose purse was stolen

£100 — Save the Children

£ 50 — NSPCC

£ 50 — The Salvation Army

Thank-you letters have been received for you to see. Thanks to Yvonne for three gorgeous cakes. 
Thanks to Linda, who gave mincemeat for the mince pies at Christmas.

I’ve missed you all—thank you for your support. We open again early spring.

— Pat & Freddie

The Friends of Kennington Library AGM

AGM: Village Centre, Saturday 3rd March 11 am–12 noon (refreshments from 10:30 am)

The current committee is prepared to stand again, but please come and discuss the future of the 
library. We have suggestions to improve it and to run workshops but we need your feedback.

Tickets for the Tropical Gala Evening will be on sale.

— Sylvia Vetta, 07809 054969, vettasylvia@aol.com
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Friends of St Swithun’s School

Tabletop Sale, Saturday 24th March, 10 am–1 pm

Do you still have unwanted Christmas presents hanging around? Is it time for a 
spring clear out?

If so, the Friends of St Swithun’s (FoSS) will be holding a TABLETOP SALE 
on SATURDAY 24  th   MARCH   in the KS1 hall from 10 am to 1 pm. Tables will 
be £7 in advance (via the school office) or £10 on the door. Entrance will be 
20p and will include a lucky raffle ticket to win an Easter Egg. There will be 
refreshments (teas, coffees, cakes and biscuits).

All money raised will go towards stage and lighting for the children’s drama productions.

For more information, email friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com or call the school office on 438933.

Notes from Kennington Health Centre

Thank you for your patience recently while we installed a new patient booking 
system. I am pleased to say that it is now fully installed and seems to be working. 
We ask that you continue to be patient with us for a while. The GPs, nurses and 

receptionists need to get up to speed with the system and understand how everything works.

Thank you also to those of you using our new self check in system. This frees up receptionists to 
deal  with  other  matters  such  as  telephones,  making  appointments  and  dealing  with  repeat 
prescriptions. Please note that it is not compulsory that you use the system. Our receptionists will 
still book you in if you require and are happy to wait if they are busy dealing with someone else.

Our telephones open at 8:30 am. We are often told, “I can’t get though.” Please be assured that our 
receptionists are working hard to answer calls as quickly as possible. One way you can help us to 
help you is that if your call is routine (e.g. booking an appointment in three weeks’ time, or blood 
test results) please call after 10 am. This means that those with emergency requests can get through 
easier.

Next month we will be starting a series of “a day in the life of…” so you can all understand what 
we do and the types of things we have to deal with each day.

We advertise dave.dixon@nhs.net as an email address that you may use. Please remember that this 
email box is the practice manager’s, and he may be on leave or at a meeting. Therefore it should 
only be used for general enquires that can wait up to 48 hours for a response and  not medical 
matters. It should not be used for repeat prescriptions or to try and get a medical diagnosis. If you 
need anything clinical the best way of contacting the health centre is to call and request that a GP 
calls you back.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net

You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
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Calculate your carbon footprint
The seventh of an occasional series from the United Sustainable Energy Agency, www.usea.org.uk

Web-based  carbon calculators can help us move from agreement 
on climate change to action. To use one, simply enter details of your 
energy use.  The calculator  will  then translate  this  into estimated 
carbon dioxide emissions. Once you have your estimate, you can 
use the calculator to test the impact of doing things differently.

The  carbon  calculator (http://carboncalculator.direct.gov.uk) 
focuses on your home, appliances and transport. It compares your 
emissions against the national average and UK target and suggests a 
personalised action plan.

This  is  great  for  getting  some  perspective  on  the  size  of  the 
challenge ahead.

The  UK government  is  committed  to  an  80% reduction  in  CO2 

emissions  from  1990  levels  by  2050.  In  1990  UK  emissions 
averaged 10 tonnes per person. This will need to fall below 2 tonnes 
a year by 2050 to meet the target. 

Cutting our emissions will bring us closer to living within our share 
of the planet’s environmental resources.

An article in the New Scientist estimated that 3 planets would be required to sustain the current UK 
lifestyle were everyone in the world to adopt it.

Carbon Calculators usually come with advice. You might opt to insulate your home, switch to a 
green  electricity  tariff,  or  buy  only  energy efficient  appliances.  Generating  solar  hot  water  or 
electricity may also be an option for some households.

For further impartial advice on acting to reduce your carbon footprint, contact the Energy Saving 
Trust free on 0800 512 012.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

➢ Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available  at  the back of St Swithun’s 
Church and in the Kennington Library.

➢ A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger 
size.

➢ Archives  of  the  Chronicle since  July  2008  are  on  our  website 
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk. Go to On-line Archives.

➢ Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line 
Extras. New since last notification: ORCC News Bulletin; Oxfordshire Museum.
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Parish Council Matters

February 2012 Meeting

As you may be aware, over recent months the 
Council has been going through the process of 
appointing  a  new  clerk.  During  January  the 
application  period  closed,  applications  were 
received and candidates interviewed.  I am very 
pleased to inform you that I was the successful 
candidate and am thoroughly looking forward 
to getting to grips with the challenges that lie 
ahead  and  hope  I  can  maintain  the  high 
standard given by Pam Johnston for so many 
years.

The Chairman of the Parish Council met with 
other interested parishioners to discuss and plan 
what we, as a village, could do to celebrate the 
Queen’s  Diamond  Jubilee  over  the  holiday 
weekend at the beginning of June. More detail 
on what is planned is on page 18.

Mrs Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council
Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

Dates of Council Meetings
February 2012

All meetings are held in the Village Centre 
and are open to the public.

The next meeting of the Parish Council is
Thursday 8th March at 7:30 pm.

Saturday Office: 3rd March, 10–11 am.

The Planning Committee meets
Tuesdays 6th & 27th March at 8:00 pm.

Please note that planning applications are 
considered by the Parish Council at the next 

meeting following receipt of the plan as it has 
only 21 days to send in its comments. 

Therefore please email the Clerk immediately 
you receive notification to ensure the Parish 

Council members are aware of any neighbour 
objections. Plans can be viewed by 

arrangement with the Clerk or online at 
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243

Starlings

The noisy, once-common starling has declined by 50% 
over the last few decades, and we could still lose them 
altogether.

They  eat  insects  in  spring,  and  fruits  and  seeds  in 
winter. Being intelligent birds, they respond quickly if 
we  feed  them.  Nesting  in  holes  in  trees,  sheds  and 
buildings, it  pays for us to not be too quick with the 
DIY and make repairs.

Starlings also roost communally in conifers, which often are in our gardens, so don’t be too hasty to 
remove them.

These birds feed within ½ mile of their nests, and catch insects to feed their young. Some of the 
insects they require need short, medium and long grass to complete their life-cycles, and need a 
patch of long grass left uncut all winter in which to hibernate.

Keeping the grass in your garden at different lengths will help provide a wide range of insects for 
numerous birds. A close mown patch is important for wildlife too as that’s where the insect larvae 
often are.

To have starlings nesting in your garden, place a nest box 12 feet up a mature tree or behind the 
fascia and soffits or under the eaves of your house.

30 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
http://www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/
mailto:Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com


31



32 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


Tropical Gala Evening

Saturday 24th March, 6:30 pm

Kennington Village Centre

Fifty remarkable people cast on a desert island with objects of their choice!

Come  and  meet  some  of  the  castaways.  The 
Kennington  castaways,  Professor  James 
Leonard,  Air  Commodore  Bob  Martin and 
Charles Swaisland will be joined by  illustrator 
Korky Paul,  artist  Weimin He,  author  MG 
Harris, Sister Frances Domenica, the founder of 
Helen and Douglas House, and  Ray  Foulk, who 
lured  Bob  Dylan,  Jimi Hendrix,  Joan  Baez and 
The Who to a real island!

Reserve your place today!

Tickets £12.50 includes two-course meal (BYO bottle) from either:

➢ Kennington Library 01865 730763

➢ Friends of Kennington Library 07809 054969

All proceeds to the organiser: The Friends of Kennington Library

For more information see the web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

Author’s Talks

Kennington Library

Wednesday 7th March, 11 am (refreshments from 10:30)

The Friends of  Kennington Library present

Local Historian, Robert Sephton
who will talk about he Early History of  the Salvation Army in Oxford

Saturday 10th March, 2–4 pm

Oxford Children’s Book Group presents

Cressida Cowell
Author of  “How to Tame your Dragon”

Cressida’s books have captured the imagination of millions of young readers and been 
adapted for DreamWorks animated film, aimed at children aged 5 to 10

For more information contact Kennington Library
01867 730763 or see www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Charity Wine Tasting Event

Saturday 3rd March

Kennington Village Centre

7 pm for 7:15 start

Tickets £12.50

A fun and informative evening tasting at least 6 different wines with expert tuition from a member 
of Wine Matters, Oxford. Nibbles will be available and a raffle will be held.

To buy tickets contact Wendy Faulkner on radleyguides@hotmail.co.uk or 01865 735572, Angela 
Peel on  draf.p@virgin.new or 01235 528133, or Jo Lees on  kenningtonguides@hotmail.com or 
07940 537992.

All  proceeds  towards  the  Thames  District  Guides  trip  to  Switzerland in  July.  Thames  District 
Guides are three units: 1st Kennington, 12th Abingdon and 1st Radley Guides.

Kennington Link WI
February Meeting

Members  met  together  this  month  for  the  43rd Founders  Day  Party.  The 
President  was  pleased  to  welcome  two  special  guests:  Mrs  Sue  Cox,  the 
Federation  Chairman,  and  Mrs  Maureen  Palma,  President  of  the  Evening 
Institute.

Only a brief time was given to business matters but printed notices of key 
items were handed out for members to study later.

We were delighted to see our friend Mrs Christine Wilde again. She entertained us magnificently 
with her selection of poetry and music. Most of her poems are self-written with a cheerful flavour, 
and  her  wide  repertoire  of  music  ensured  enjoyment  for  all.  We  were  in  good  voice,  and, 
encouraged by the lively piano accompaniment, our entertainment was concluded with a short time 
of enthusiastic community singing.

It was then time for our birthday tea with an impressive array of sandwiches, scones and cakes,  
which had been carefully prepared for us by the ladies of Kennington Cancer Fund. Photographs 
were taken as the birthday cake was cut by Sue Cox and one of our newer members, Margaret 
Young.

The competition for a floral table arrangement was won by Miss Rosalie Whitely, and Mrs Alma 
Perman was the winner of the Lucky Ticket Number.

The raffle was drawn and all too soon our happy afternoon came to a close.

The next meeting will be the Annual Meeting on Wednesday 7th March at 2:15 pm.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

The Kennington  & District  United  Church  Choirs  are  now rehearsing  Verdi’s  Aida,  for  a 
concert  in  Oxford  next  month.  We  are  always  looking  for  new  singers,  and  there  are  no 
subscriptions or auditions. Copies are available. Rehearsals are held in the Methodist Church Hall 
in Upper Road on Friday evenings at 7:45 pm. All singers are most welcome.

For more information ring Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885 or visit www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk.

As a result of our two Christmas performances of The Pirates of Penzance by Gilbert & Sullivan, 
last week we were able to take just under £5,000 to Penhurst Special School for severely disabled 
young  people.  Once  again,  our  thanks  goes  to  all  those  who  gave  so  generously  and  to  our 
anonymous donor.

Kennington Women’s Institute WI
February 2012

After  welcoming everyone to  the February  meeting on a  very  cold and wintry 
evening,  the  President  informed  the  members  that  there  was  a  fair  amount  of 
business to bring to their attention.

Mrs Palma had attended the WI Link Founder’s Day party the previous week and 
had  enjoyed  it  very  much.  A card  had  been  received  from Margaret  Biggs,  Chairman  of  the 
Kennington Festival Club, thanking us for the sending the proceeds of our December raffle to the 
Club. Members were informed of a tea party that the 40th Oxford Scout Group was holding for 
people over 75 years old in April, and names were taken to forward on to them for invitations to be 
arranged.

After looking through the News and Views magazine the President introduced Mrs Carol Hunt, 
who proceeded to talk and show us many ideas on how to ‘re-invent our wardrobe’. It was a very 
useful and interesting talk and we all went home thinking of the clothes we had and which could 
possibly be updated and worn in a different way.

The first prize for the completion of ‘a distinctive button’ went to Mrs Barrett, second prize to Mrs 
Tilston and third prize to Miss Thomas.

Our meeting on Wednesday 14th March is our Annual Meeting. This will be followed by a talk 
about Headway and the work they do. Please come along at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre.

Personal Notices

The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. 
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 41).

Barbara Perkins

Ted  Perkins,  his  three  daughters  and  all  family  members  thank  all  those  who  sent  their 
condolences and attended Barbara’s funeral.  A much-loved wife and Mum who is  very sadly 
missed.
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Village Diary

March
Fri 2 Kennington Cancer Fund: Cheese & Wine Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sat 3
Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Girl Guiding: Table Top Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Mon 5 Festival Group: AGM & meeting Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 6 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 7
Kennington Link WI: AGM Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Kennington Memorial Field: AGM & Honey Bee Talk Village Centre 8 pm

Thu 8 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 10 Kennington 4 Fairtrade: Sales, Stands, Exhibits Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Tue 13 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am

Wed 14
Short Service Edit Court 10:30 am
Kennington Link WI: AGM Village Centre 7:15 pm

Sun 18 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 19
Festival Group meeting Village Centre 2–4 pm
Kennington History Society: Sulgrave Manor Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Thu 22 Friends of Kendall Copse: AGM & Future Plans Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sat 24
Friends of St Swithun’s School: Tabletop Sale St Swithun’s School 10 am–1 pm
Tropical Gala Evening (phone 07809 054969) Village Centre 6:30 pm

Tue 27 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 28 Kennington Horticultural Society: Whichford Gardens Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 31 Kennington Cancer Fund: Cake Sale & Tombola Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

April
Mon 2 Festival Group Easter Bingo Village Centre 2–4 pm
Wed 4 Kennington Link WI: Medieval Walls Oxford Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sat 7 Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Tue 10 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am

Wed 11
Short Service Edit Court 10:30 am
Kennington Link WI Village Centre 7:15 pm

Thu 12 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 15 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 16 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 17 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Mon 30 Festival Group Village Centre 2–4 pm
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Chronicle Contributions

Do  you  belong  to  an  organisation  in  Kennington?  Or  have  an  event?  The  Kennington 
Chronicle is a great way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article 
and a picture! It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.

Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting
Kennington-related news articles to the Editor! See page 41.

The Village Diary is in the Post Office. Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events. 
Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.
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