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Recently Lee and I watched The Adjustment Bureau. It is a science fiction film (a good choice for
film night?) that is based on the premise that a person’s path of life is set out—that it is
predetermined. If someone’s life is about to deviate from this path, however, an ‘adjuster’ will
intervene.
It poses the question, “Do we control our destiny, or do unseen forces manipulate us?” The film
unfurls as David, the hero, has to make a decision about the woman he loves—“In the face of
overwhelming odds, he must either let her go and accept a predetermined path… or risk everything
to defy Fate and be with her.” I won’t spoil the ending; it is a good film and worth watching!
But it raised the issue of predestination—a concept I have never believed in—the idea that life is
already mapped out for us. I believe in a God who knows us so well that he knows what choices we
will make, but ultimately the path of life with all its twists and turns is an adventure for us to
explore, and choose. And that for the most part, we do not know the impact of our choices.
The gospel accounts lead us to believe something different for Jesus as he approached the moment
of crucifixion. The narratives suggest that Jesus knew exactly what lay ahead, he understood the
suffering and ultimately separation from God that he would experience, but that he embraced it
anyway. This makes Good Friday all the more harrowing. A suffering Jesus, not taken aback or
taken by surprise, but willingly beaten, whipped, and crucified. And it makes Easter Day all the
more joyful. Jesus rises again to reassert that God’s plan was borne and carried to fruition because
God’s essence is one of love, and he would do anything for his creation.
I showed Saplings, the Foundation Unit of St Swithun’s School, around the church the other day
and was stopped by one 4-year-old girl who simply wanted to know why Jesus died. And my
answer matched hers in simplicity—because God loves us and wants to be friends with us. Jesus
willingly took on the pain of death in order to win for us a life of fulfilment—a life with God. May
we know the joy of that life this Easter as we pause to thank God for his sacrifice, and to celebrate
the love and life that triumph as a result.
— Em Coley
Services in April
Sun 1st
Palm Sunday
Sun 15th 9:30 am Holy Communion
9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline
6:30 pm Refresh
Sun 22nd 9:30 am Holy Communion
Sun 8th
Easter Day
11:00 am All Age Service with Baptism
9:30 am All Age Communion Service
6:30 pm Compline
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 29th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:00 pm Songs of Praise, Radley
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Children’s Church
Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a family
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome. Freewave, a
group for ages 10+, meets at the vicarage at 9:25 am on the first and third Sundays of the month.
Craft Mornings
This month, the craft morning 10 am–12 noon will be on Saturday 14th April—bring your children
(aged 4–11) and head home to enjoy the weekend papers!

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise.
Our services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit
and we invite you to join us.
SERVICES FOR APRIL AT 10:30 AM
1st

10:30 am: Palm Sunday. We welcome Mr David Harper from Woodstock Methodist
Church.

5th 2:30 pm: Maundy Thursday. Communion service led by Rev Rosemary Davies.
6th 10:30 am: Good Friday. We join in an ecumenical service at St Swithun’s Church, then
begin a walk of witness through the village leaving the War Memorial at 11:15 am. We
finish at the Methodist Church for a short service commencing at 12:15 pm, led by our own
Minister, Rev Rosemary Davies.
8th 10:30 am: Easter Sunday. Rev Philip Beuzeval, a retired Methodist Minister, leads our
Communion service as we celebrate the Risen Christ.
15th 10:30 am: We welcome Mrs Jennifer Thompson from Chalgrove.
22th We welcome Dr Julie Todd from Woodstock Methodist Church.
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29th Our 5th Sunday in the month special service takes the form of our Café Church led by
Rev Rosemary Davies & Mr Andrew Dunsdon. This informal worship begins with
refreshments. We then sit around tables and share in discussion on the theme of the day.
Regulars enjoy the informality of the service and the opportunity to talk about life and faith
—so why not come along?
6:30 pm: Circuit service at Wesley Memorial Church. We hear a speaker from the group
Methodist Women in Britain, and dedicate the Easter Offering, which goes to support
mission projects in Britain.
MONTHLY WORSHIP: Wednesdays at Edith Court Lounge is held on the 3rd Wednesday of
the month. We meet on Wednesday 18 th March at 10:30 am. Do come and join the residents for 30
minutes of informal worship. All are welcome.
Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship: This newly-formed group meets at a different home each
month at 2:30 pm. We share a short time of Bible study and prayer together, followed by a cuppa. If
you would like more details about the group, please contact Dilys Cale on 01865 739774.
MN8—which stands for Monday Night at 8: This group meets on the 1 st Monday of the month
at 8 pm for a time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a
wide range of contemporary issues and situations. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on
01865 453899.
Come along and join the services held on Sunday 15th April
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Person’s Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House
The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.
Other Activities
Tuesday 10th April—Coffee Morning in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring &
Buy Stalls available. Enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The March Coffee Morning
raised £142.90.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available for bookings on a Saturday.

Churches Together in Kennington
I’d be the first to admit that I’m not very technically
minded so that even setting up the DVD player to record a
TV programme seems to take me a long time and I don’t
always get it right. So you can imagine my sense of
frustration the other week when I sat down to watch a
programme I thought I had recorded only to discover I had
not set the timer properly and I had lost the end of the
story. I felt really cheated!
Years ago a man walked along Princes Street in Edinburgh
and spotted an impressive window display of some paintings. One of the pictures, entitled
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Crucifixion, portrayed the death of Jesus Christ. The man was transfixed. It was not simply the
artist’s skill that made him stop but that the painting stirred within him some long-forgotten
memories.
Suddenly he realised he wasn’t alone. A small boy was standing nearby, staring at the same
painting. As their eyes met, the boy launched into an uninvited explanation. “That’s Jesus, sir, on
the cross. They nailed him there with that crown of thorns on his head and they killed him. He was
a good man who died for us. That’s his mother standing there, watching what they did to him.”
The man felt a lump rise in his throat. The lad continued, “Jesus died to pay for our sins and then
they buried him yonder.” It was too real for the man, who simply nodded and walked away. He had
only gone a few yards when he felt a tug at his coat. Turning, he saw the boy, who blurted out
breathlessly, “I forgot to tell you, sir. I forgot to tell you—Jesus rose again!”
Any account of the Easter event that omits the earth-shattering message of the empty tomb has no
good news to offer. So pivotal is the resurrection of Jesus to his claim to be the Son of God that
Paul, the Christian leader, bluntly declared, “If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless
and so is your faith!” (1Corinthians 15:14 NIV)
The little boy got it right. You need the whole story to complete the picture, for without Easter there
would be no gospel, no message, no church, no faith. We could still talk of the birth of Jesus, his
life, his ministry and his death, but without the empty tomb and the risen Christ, all this would
finally be a tale of tragedy rather than triumph.
“He is not here. He has risen.” These words not only changed the lives of those who first went to
the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus, but they also changed the whole course of human history.
What looked to be a conclusive end turned out instead to be a new beginning, holding promise not
just for one but for all; and across the centuries, countless people have experienced the full wonder
of that promise for themselves.
There are no easy answers to the harsh realities of life, no glib explanations as to why suffering
continues or evil goes unchecked and good is seemingly unrewarded. But Christ has shown us
through his resurrection that, whatever we may face, God’s love cannot be extinguished, and that
where faith has died and dreams have faded, God can come again in His living power and bring
new life if we are willing to receive it.
— Rev Rosemary Davies
Walk of witness on Good Friday
The events of Holy Week and Easter are an important part of the Christian story, and so the
Churches in Kennington have planned a walk of silent witness through the village on Good Friday
as we recall the journey Jesus made to the cross.
There will be an ecumenical service at St Swithun’s Church at 10:30 am focusing on The Darkness
of the Cross. After the service we shall gather at the War Memorial at 11:15 am and begin our
procession through the village, stopping at various places along the way and reflecting on The
Silence of the Cross. Finally we shall make our way to the Methodist Church in Upper Road for a
short act of worship beginning at 12:15 pm when we shall focus on the theme of The Glory of the
Cross.
Anyone is welcome to come and share in the two Church services or to join us on the walk through
the village as we journey with Christ to the Cross and anticipate the joy of the empty tomb and
Christ’s resurrection.
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The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington

EASTER TRIDUUM SERVICES
5th Maundy Thursday Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley
10:30 am–12 noon

Children’s Easter Workshop with Short Penitential Service and
Confessions for Children and Adults

8 pm

Mass of the Lord’s Supper and Watch until midnight

6th Good Friday
10:30 am

Stations of the Cross—Good Shepherd Church

Kennington Churches Together—The Cross: Darkness & Glory
10:30 am

Service—St Swithun’s

11:15 am

Walk of Witness from war memorial to Methodist Church

12 noon

Service—Methodist Church

3 pm

Liturgy of the Passion—Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

7th Holy Saturday
9–10 am

Confessions—Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

8 pm

Easter Vigil & First Mass of Easter—Our Lady of the Rosary,
Botley

8th Easter Sunday
9:15 am

Mass—Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

10 am

Mass—Good Shepherd, Kennington

11:15 am

Mass—Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
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Cake Decorating
Would you like to learn a new skill or share your skills with others? Would you like to create your
own decorated cakes with flowers, animals, lace-work and piping?
The local branch of the Sugarcraft Guild is looking for new members.
We meet on the third Saturday of every month at The Community Centre in Ridgefield Road,
Cowley from 1:30–4.00 pm. There is a mixed programme of workshops and demonstrations
throughout the year. We will consider running a beginners course if we have sufficient demand.
For further information, please contact Kathy on 01865 735218.

Kennington History Society
In February it was Kennington History Society’s ninth Annual
General Meeting. Following the reports from the officers,
during which it was agreed to finally increase the annual
subscriptions, postponed this year due the Society’s very healthy
financial state, the existing committee was re-elected with the
addition of Charles Swaisland. By a show of hands, the Members
present agreed that this year’s annual coach outing will be to the
ancient Roman town of St Albans.
As in previous years the formal part of the Meeting was followed directly by a Members’ Evening.
This year Roger Gelder and George Ross gave an illustrated talk about local ‘Standing Stones
and Ancient Burial Chambers’, which was followed by Roland Bradbury from Poplar Grove,
telling the fascinating story of ‘The Fire Engine at the Bottom of my Garden’.
As we go to press the Society’s next event is the visit of Thea Young, who is to give an illustrated
talk entitled ‘Easter at Sulgrave Manor’: a talk about the Traditions of the Season. Full report
of this long awaited event next month.
‘this month’
The next scheduled event is on Monday 16th April in the Methodist Church
starting at 7:45 pm, when the Society will welcome back popular local historian
Martin Way, who this time will give an illustrated talk entitled, ‘The Cotswold
Wool Trade and Shepherding’.
‘next month’
An early date for your diary: On Monday 21st May at 7:45 pm in Methodist Church the Society
will see the return of another very popular speaker, Graham Sutherland, who will tell us about
‘Curious Clerics & Dastardly Doctors’.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50
Final reminder, this year’s subscriptions were due on 1st January 2012. If you have not already
renewed this can be done at any of the Society’s monthly meetings or directly to the Treasurer,
Doreen Horseman, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
George Ross
Chairman Kennington History Society
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Women v Cancer Cycle Kenya
On 13th February I began a five-day epic challenge, cycling 400 Km (300 miles) across the Rift
Valley in Kenya with 89 women raising money for three women cancer charities: Breast Cancer
Care, Jo’s Trust (fighting cervical cancer), and Ovarian Cancer Action.
Day 1: A tough introduction, cycling 99 Km from Nyeri to Nyahururu, with a long steady climb
and several downhill stretches through lush countryside and over small river valleys. At 83 Km we
crossed the equator for the first time.
Day 2: A shorter day of only 57 Km with some uphill cycling, through beautiful countryside
passing vast tea plantations and stopping at 14 Km at a viewpoint over the valley (2,550m).
Day 3: Exceptionally challenging. The ride began with 18 Km downhill, parts of which were quite
steep. After 28 Km we encountered a serious climb on windy roads, divided into sections of bronze,
silver and gold. I could only manage bronze as it was too steep for me and it was an extremely hot
day. At the top of the escarpment we were rewarded with fantastic views across the Rift Valley. The
rest of the ride was generally much flatter.
Day 4: Another hot day with temperatures of over 35°C (95°F). The 92 Km ride began on very hilly
roads, which undulated through plantations and farms with a few steeper longer hills. The rest of
the ride was much easier and flatter.
Day 5: 53 Km mainly downhill with some steep climbs. At 39 Km we had our first view of our
final destination—Lake Victoria. The final part was a steep downhill section into the busy town of
Kisumu where the traffic stopped to enable us to cycle to the finishing line.
It was an experience I shall never forget. It was extremely tough, exhilarating, emotional and
fulfilling. The support of the other cyclists and the locals who cheered us on as we cycled by helped
us achieve something I thought I never could.
The minimum amount I needed to raise was £2,800—the total amount raised is over £5,000 and
money is still coming in. Thank you to everyone who supported me and Women v Cancer; your
kindness and generosity is greatly appreciated.
— Sally Beauchamp

Oxford Homeless Pathways
Kennington Churches Together collection for Oxford Homeless Pathways
The collection for the Oxford Homeless Pathways will be made on Sundays 22nd & 29th April.
Items needed:
Blankets, towels, toiletries.
Household items for re-homing project: Crockery, pots & pans, cutlery, household linen.
Food: Cereals, long-life milk, tins of beans and spaghetti, soup, minced beef, Marmite,
breakfast cereals, tuna.
Other items: Underwear, socks, Value toothbrushes.
Many thanks for your help; it is greatly appreciated by Oxford Homeless Pathways.
If you are unable to leave your donations at one of the Churches in Kennington, please contact one
of us:
Ann Coulter
01865 739271
10

David Butler
01865 739487

John Marson
01865 735145
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Kennington parish path survey
Kennington Parish has a new Path Warden, Jim Parke. He has
already surveyed the existing paths noting problems, which will be
reported to he County Council. Here is Jim’s first report.
The Oxford Fieldpaths Society and the Ramblers, the two
organisations that promote walking in the Oxfordshire
Countryside, have recommend that Path Wardens should be
appointed in every parish. Following an approach to the Parish
Council, I have been appointed as Kennington’s Path Warden.
My main task will be to undertake regular walks in the parish,
undertaking any small trimming back of vegetation with secateurs,
and replacing any damaged or missing way marks. Any problems,
such as a broken stile, an obstruction or a bridge in poor condition,
will be reported to the Countryside Service of the County Council,
who would take any required action. This Service looks after 2,500
miles of Public Rights of Way (PROW) in Oxfordshire.

Path 10: A muddy section
of the Thames Path

The County Council’s Definitive Map published in December 2006
shows the Public Rights of Way. You can find Kennington’s map
on-line by searching for Oxfordshire Definitive Map and entering
Kennington, which is parish № 263. Each path in the parish is
numbered and therefore labelled 263/1, 263/2, etc. Twelve of the
PROWs in Kennington are footpaths. (A footpath is pedestrianonly. Pedestrians, horse-riders and cyclists are all allowed to use a
bridleway.) There is only one short bridleway, from Sunningwell
Parish boundary at Chiswell Lane to the Boars Hill Road. There are
many other paths in the parish, for example those in the Memorial
Field and along the Thames Meadows and in Bagley Wood, but
these are not PROWs. Similarly the Sustrans cycle path № 5
alongside the railway line is not a PROW.
A survey of the PROWs in Kennington undertaken mid-November
showed that there are over 2½ miles of paths in the parish, of which
just over half have a grass surface, 16% are asphalt, while the
remainder are in woodland with some stone surface. In general I found the paths to be in good
condition with no obstructions; gates and stiles are in good repair.
Path 6: Well trimmed;
needs some resurfacing

The most important PROW in Kennington is the stretch of the Thames Path designated №
263/10/8. The Thames Path is designated as one of the country’s National Trails. A long-distance
walking route, it follows the River Thames for nearly 184 miles. The stretch that lies in Kennington
runs from the northern parish boundary at the Southern Bypass Overbridge to the southern parish
boundary at Sandford Pool, where the parish boundary leaves the main river and follows the
backwater below the weir. While most of the length of the footpath is on grass, there are stretches
where the surface is uneven and becomes muddy in wet weather. For most of its length the Thames
Trail is only open for pedestrians, but there is a section of the Trail through Oxford where it is
permissible to cycle. This includes section 263/10 running through Kennington between the A453
Overbridge to Kennington Junction railway bridge (part of Sustrans Route 5). The surface along
this section has many potholes and becomes muddy in winter. It would be hoped that the surface
will be improved to the standard that was provided and completed last year where the Thames Path
continues through the City of Oxford.
— Jim Parke
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Kennington Overseas Aid
Late last month KOA, which has been running for well over 40 years, held an
open meeting to consider its longer term future and was pleased to welcome a
few new faces.
There was considerable discussion as to whether we should continue with the
current model or seek to establish a different kind of relationship with
disadvantaged people in other parts of the world, one that is perhaps more
appropriate to the 21st century.
The general feeling of the meeting appeared to be that people liked the system where we choose a
different charity out of three proposals each year. However, it was not felt appropriate to make any
final decisions at that meeting. For the moment it was recognised that if KOA is to continue, in
whatever form, we need to get new people involved, and so, alongside our usual fund-raising (this
year for Lunch4Learning), that will be a priority over the coming months.
So, can you help?
KOA is always in need of new helpers, so, if you haven’t been involved in our activities before,
perhaps because you are new to Kennington, please consider volunteering to help out at one of our
events. Whether it’s taking part in our House-to-House collection in early May, helping on stalls at
the Fête in June, being a steward for the Fun Run later in the month, or serving in the KOA Shop
in August, your help would be greatly appreciated. If you’re interested, please ring Marilyn Farr on
326519.
By the time you receive this at the beginning of April the first event of the season, the Titanic
Concert on 21st April, might well have sold out. But it may be worth giving Sylvia Vetta a call on
739071 to see if there are still any places for a Titanic-themed evening of film and song. Tickets are
£13. The price includes a three-course meal, but bring your own bottle.
The complete KOA programme for the year should arrive in your letterbox at the end of April.
Sylvia Vetta (739071)
KOA Chairman

www.koa.org.uk

Marilyn Farr (326519)
Vice Chairman

Kennington Overseas Aid: Sponsored Knit
Saturday 14th April, 2–4 pm, Edith Court, Upper Road
All knitters are welcome to this friendly, social afternoon. The knitting is simple, we enjoy a chat,
tea and biscuits, AND we raise money for this year’s project.
Eventually we have an end product—a blanket, which is given to local charities.
Any unwanted DK wool will be gratefully received. Sponsor forms can be obtained from me. Wool
can be collected and forms delivered—please phone me.
— Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road, 01865 735634
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Kennington Fairtrade Village
Fairtrade Fortnight ‘Take A Step in 2012’
A big thank you to all the stallholders and villagers who continue to commit to Fairtrade and who
supported the annual event on Saturday 10th March. It was nice to see some of our usual supporters
as well as some new faces. We thank the following stallholders and the village community
organisations who completed the original form stating that they used at least two Fairtrade products
on a regular basis.
Stallholders and Helpers at the Event
Kennington Mid-Counties Co-op; Kennington Overseas Aid; The Windmill Traidcraft Shop,
Headington; Neema Crafts—Tanzania; Hinksey Catholic Church of the Good Shepherd;
Kennington Methodist Church; UK Friends of Khwendo Kor-Pakistan; Emellie Clothing Boutique;
St Swithun’s Church.
Community Supporters
The Friends of Kennington Library; Kennington History Society; Headway Oxford; Kennington
United Church Choirs; Kennington Health Centre; FOSS—Friends of St Swithun’s School; The
Jack & Jill Club; The Small World Nursery; Kennington Horticultural Society; Kirlena House and
Mon Choisy.
As Kennington is now a Fairtrade Village we hope that as many organisations as
possible will increase their support in 2012 by:
•

Buying more Fairtrade products

•

Asking in a shop for Fairtrade products

•

Joining the local Fairtrade group

•

Or in any other way that you can think of, promoting this worthy cause

It has been suggested that we all eat more chocolate. The Fairtrade Foundation has set a target of
1½ million new steps to be taken in 2012 by organisations and individuals in the UK towards
sustainable third world cooperative activity. For further details go online to www.fairtrade.org.uk.
See Kennington4Fairtrade on www.kennington.org under Leisure and Social and Charitable.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
➢

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church
and in the Kennington Library.

➢

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

➢

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website. Go to On-line
Archives at www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.

➢

Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line
Extras. New since last notification: Introduction to Community Action; Oxfordshire Museum;
Abingdon Air & Country Charity Flying Shows.
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Free membership of county oil scheme
Oxfordshire Warm Homes Healthy People
If you use oil to heat your home you will be acutely aware of how much it costs. Oil
is an expensive heating fuel. Many thousands of properties in Oxfordshire rely on
oil as a heating fuel and many of those households struggle to afford the cost of oil.
To save local residents money, the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council (ORCC) set up an oil bulkbuying scheme, procuring oil centrally at a discount; this discount is passed onto scheme members.
With support from the Department of Health’s Warm Homes Healthy People fund, ORCC offers free
membership to this scheme to 250 households who struggle to afford heating their homes with oil. If
this is you or you know someone who could benefit from this scheme call ORCC on 01865 883488.
The free membership package is part of a range of assistance available from Oxfordshire Warm Homes
Healthy People. There is more help available:
•

Unsure whether you are entitled to benefits? Use our Benefits Entitlement Check service
run by CAB and AGE UK.

•

Is your house draughty? Do you have any heating controls? Contact your local Home
Improvement Agency Handyperson scheme.

•

Are you in fuel debt or struggling to pay your energy bills? Call 08448 870005 and ask
about the Surviving Winter Fuel Voucher scheme.

•

Have you had to choose to heat and not eat? Call 0844 887 0005 and ask about our Food
Box Scheme.

•

Do you want to help others? CAB Oxfordshire is running energy advice training sessions.

For more information on Oxfordshire Warm Homes Healthy People or advice on staying warm and well
please contact 0844 887 0005.
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Kennington Artists
Kennington Artists will be exhibiting as part of Oxford Artweeks
Thursday 24th– Sunday 27th May, 12 noon–6 pm
(except Thursday until 8 pm)
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Our fabulous café will be open throughout the exhibition, plus there will be
our usual free children’s activity table. We will also be holding an art
competition for children—details in next month’s Chronicle.
www.kenningtonartists.co.uk

Kennington Link WI
March Meeting
The President welcomed members, and the meeting began with business matters.
Calendars for 2013 were ordered, and we were very pleased to see that two of the
pictures had been taken by our own members. Catalogues of autumn bulbs were
available for gardeners. Tickets were on sale for the Group Meeting in April.
The A.G.M.
The Treasurer presented her financial statement and distributed detailed copies of the balance
sheet.
The Secretary’s report reminded us of tasks undertaken by the committee and other officers. She
brought to mind the varied meetings and activities we had enjoyed during the past year including
participation in the Flower Festival and KOA activities. We now have 24 members.
The President began her report by thanking the Secretary, Treasurer, and Deputy Treasurer for all
their work. Sadly, Mrs Joan Bowen Thomas retired from the committee this month (she is a past
President and long-standing committee member) and Mrs Margaret Young was welcomed onto the
new committee. During the past year the Institute has helped charities at home and abroad, and the
experimental lunch outings have been enjoyable and successful in helping members get to know
each other better.
Mrs Carolyn Bevorage from the Sovereign Vale Housing Association spoke to us about personal
alarm systems. There were leaflets and brochures that explained the different services available;
these were of considerable interest to many members.
A cheerful social time lifted our spirits, reminded us of the “good old days” and guaranteed we all
went home in a light-hearted frame of mind.
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 4 th April when Mr Roger Gelder and Mr George Ross will
speak about the Old Walls of Oxford.
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The Friends of Kennington Library
We noticed that the latest Focus leaflet incorrectly stated some of the facts in relation to the
campaign to save Kennington library. The successful campaign not only prevented the library being
closed, but also increased the subsequent proposed staffing from ⅓ to ½ of current staffing.
The library was saved by all of you who took part in the Pied Piper procession, who wrote
letters, or responded to the consultation. Not only that, but your actions also contributed to
saving the other threatened libraries in Oxfordshire. We also thank the Save Oxfordshire
Libraries group, the Kennington Parish Council, and the political support from Kennington’s
MP Nicola Blackwood, County Councillor Arash Fatemian, and Bob Johnston, who backed
our campaign.
At the AGM on Saturday 3rd March, there was unanimous support for the committee’s approach to
retain the professional staffing of the library by raising funds to meet the deficit and to continue to
use volunteers to support the professional staff. It was great to see so many people there and to have
the committee’s views endorsed. The librarian reported that an unforeseen result of the campaign
was a positive effect on all aspects of the library as it brought the libraries to the notice of more
people, and all libraries throughout Oxfordshire have increased issue numbers especially for
children’s books.
The end result of the campaign is that ongoing help is required to maintain the current opening
hours. How can you help? Firstly by renewing your membership of the Friends, £3 per individual
and £5 per family, and secondly by supporting the fund-raising events. We realise not everyone will
be able to attend every event, but you can still help by: telling your friends about the events;
offering a raffle prize; making a salad or dessert; setting up the hall; etc. Maybe you have a great
idea for a future event! With your ongoing support the library will not only continue, but thrive.
Following the Tropical Gala Evening the next Fund Raising event will be:
Film Night—Anyone can play guitar, Friday 11th May
Local film-maker Jon Spira’s documentary paints a portrait of Oxford’s 30-year-strong music
scene. Featuring new interviews and rare archival material from Radiohead, Supergrass, Ride,
Swervedriver, Foals, Talulah Gosh and many others.
Recommended donation: £5 on the door. Reserve a place in advance by contacting the library on
01865 730763 or Sylvia Vetta 07809 054969 or vettasylvia@aol.com.
Full details on our web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
— Helen Hurrell, Secretary to The Friends

Easter Holiday Activity at the Kennington Library
Friday 13th April.
Two sessions: Either 2:30–3:30 pm or 4–5 pm
All children aged 6 to 11 are invited to meet Gwen Brookes,
author of Berthe the Witch, who will lead Storytime with songs &
games all in French.
Only 12 places available at each session, so please book your (free) place at the library or by phone
on 01865 730763.
Refreshments kindly provided by Friends of Kennington Library.

22

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

23

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Weekend
Forest Side Field, 2nd & 3rd June 2012
As was reported last month, the village has begun to discuss what we can organise and enjoy, to
celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee weekend. Earlier this month a further meeting took place,
bringing together all interested parties to work towards organising the agreed four events over the
holiday weekend. They are as follows.
All to be held at Forest Side playing field in June
Saturday 2nd
2–4 pm

Family Fête with a marquee for tea &
cakes, Beer Tent, face painting, and stalls
galore.

7 pm–midnight Family evening in the Marquee dancing to
The Velvet Tones, Shine and Greg Parrett’s
Disco. The evening includes a pig roast.
10:15 pm

Firework spectacular!

2–5 pm

The Royal Tea Party and Picnic with teas in the marquee, with the
Kennington Band serenading us as we eat. There will be children’s
entertainment, including races and a fancy dress competition.

5–5:30 pm

Ecumenical Church service with the Kennington Band adding to
the atmosphere.

Sunday 3rd

Tickets for the evening dance can be purchased from Lisa Scott-Russell on 01865 326606 or
emailed on l.scott-russell@virgin.net. £10 per adult; £5 for children between 5–15; under-fives free.
Stalls Galore! Stall holders are beginning to book their pitches, including:
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢
➢

Craft
Jewellery & Smellies
Preserves
Tombola
Plant
Apple Café
Newly New toys, books, clothes
Cakes
Wine & Water
Face Painting
BBQ
150 Squares to Fill

KOA & Church
KOA & Church
KOA & Church
KOA & Church
Horticultural society
Kennington Toddler Group
Kennington Toddler Group
KOA & Church
KOA & Church
KOA & Church
KOA & Church
KOA & Church

You will be welcome to set up your own stall—please contact the Clerk on 01865 421126.
There is plenty to do between now and June and the more help, the easier and more fun it will be
for us all. If you are interested in helping in anyway or would like to set up a stall just give Anne
Feather a ring on 01865 421126 or email kennington.pc@ntlworld.com.
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Parish Council Matters
March 2012 Meeting
Before the end of March all the Royal Mail
postboxes should be refurbished; as you can
see, they are extremely tired and in need of
freshening up!
Many thanks to the parishioner who made a
special trip to last month’s Saturday office to
thank the Parish Council for what they do—
comments like these are so very much
appreciated.
Those of you who use or walk through Forest
Side Playing Field will have noticed a new
litter bin, placed near the BMX Track. It has
been sited there especially for all the youngsters
to use as they enjoy their new facility.
There are plans for more conservation work to
be carried out at Kennington Pools later in the
year—a request for volunteers will be placed in
the Chronicle nearer the time.
Unfortunately, some shrubs were ripped up and
thrown over a fence at the Playfield Road
Field. Luckily half have been recovered and
replanted. More shrubs, less inviting to pull up,
are planned to be planted in their place.
The grass-cutting season is now upon us
again, and this year, to stop any confusion over
number of times when verges are cut, it was
decided that all verges would be cut 12 times
during the coming year. This should keep the
village looking tidy and well-kept for all
visitors and those travelling through the village.
Two grants were agreed at the meeting. The
first was £350 for the 1st Kennington Guides
to go towards an exciting adventure trip to
Switzerland. The activities they are planning
whilst away sound wonderful. We hope they
have a great time.
The second grant was £25 to the RyderCheshire Volunteers Oxfordshire, which is a
charity run for the benefit of physically
disabled people in Oxfordshire. They are

changing their name from April to ENRYCH
Oxfordshire, which is a blend of ENRICH and
RYDER CHESHIRE. The enrichment of lives
for those with a disability is what they are all
about.
New flags are on order to replace our rather
tatty and ripped ones.
Finally, the meeting could not have been
complete without talk about June’s Diamond
Jubilee celebrations. More details on how the
preparations are going on and how you can get
involved can be found on page 24.
— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council
Dates of Council Meetings
April 2012
All meetings are held in the Village Centre
and are open to the you all.
Saturday 7th, 10–11 am
Saturday Office
Tuesday 10th, 8 pm
Amenities Committee Meeting
Thursday 12th, 7:30 pm
Kennington Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 17th, 8 pm
Planning Committee Meeting
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan as it has only 21 days to
send in its comments. Therefore please
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you
receive notification to ensure the Parish
Council members are aware of any neighbour
objections. Plans can be viewed by
arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
To contact the clerk write or call
20 Kennington Road, 01865 421126
kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
25
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Rhymetime
Wednesday 18th April, 10:45–11:15 am.
We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers
to sing along with some English and French seasonal verses.
Free refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.

All children under 10 to be accompanied by an adult carer.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.

Kennington Library Newsletter
I am delighted to report that in partnership with The Oxford Children’s Book Group and The
Friends of Kennington Library the celebration of World Book Day 2012 at Kennington Library was
an overwhelming success for the 80 children and their
parents. With the volunteer helpers, over 180 people had the
pleasure to meet Cressida Cowell, author of the series How
to Train Your Dragon.
We also received over 200 entries to our drawing
competition. I was very grateful to the Friends of Kennington
Library, Robin Mason and Gill Cox for the pre-selection and
for setting up the display of over 100 entries (3 hours of hard
work!).
Cressida and I were impressed by the quality of the entries,
so it was difficult to choose the winners in each age group. Cressida Cowell & the Schneider family
All the wining entries can be viewed in the visitors’ book
kept in the library. Many thanks to all the children who entered.
I am sorry that we were fully booked 12 days before the event, but Moria Da Costa, the chair of
Oxford Children’s Book Group, has promised to help us to organise another children’s event at
Kennington Library some time in the autumn.
All our events are advertised by posters displayed around the village and in your library.
Meanwhile, as well as our monthly term-time-only Rhymetime (above), we will have an Easter &
Spring Holiday Break Special Story, Song & Game (page 22), all in French, for the primary school
children. Free event but please book your ticket at the library. The place is limited by the size of
the room to 12 children accompanied by adults, therefore we have arranged for two sessions hoping
to satisfy all our interested readers.
There is no Adult Author & Coffee Morning in April, but keep Wednesday 2 nd May in your diary
for David Butler’s talk, On Keeping a Commonplace Book. More details in the library and next
month.
Please note! We are closed for Easter—Friday 6 th, Saturday 7th & Monday 9th. We reopen
Wednesday 11th at 10 am.
Lyndsay, Kirsty and I are looking forward to seeing you.
— Mrs Dominique Henderson, 01865 730763, www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries
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KOA Fun Run and Walk
Just a reminder that this year’s Fun Run & Walk through Bagley Wood is on Sunday 24 th June,
starting at 11:30 am on Forest Side Playing Field. Registration will finish at 11:15 am to allow for
an orderly start. There will be prizes for runners and walkers as before, with an extra prize for the
over-50s!
This year we are supporting a very exciting project through LUNCH4LEARNING working in
Uganda. They are providing capital for establishing School Gardens to grow sufficient crops to give
all pupils a midday meal. Just £15 will buy enough seed to grow maize to feed pupils for a term. It
would be great if walkers and runners could raise this additional amount through sponsorship.
Forms available from us. Also any offers of help on the day please contact us:
— Sylfest Muldal 01865 735995 and Eckhard Groth 01865 739229

Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243
Trees and shrubs to attract wildlife
Want more wildlife in your garden? An easy first step is to think about the types of trees, climbers,
flowers and shrubs you grow in your own garden. These components not only look good and give
us enjoyment, but also can attract many wild creatures by providing shelter and a source of food.
Autumn and winter are good times to plant new things provided that soil conditions are suitable.
The best things to introduce when gardening with wildlife in mind are native plants that naturally
occur in this country, as they are more attractive to our native creatures.
Deciduous specimens are also preferable to evergreens in many instances. Non-native plants are
OK but our native wildlife has yet to adapt to these introductions fully.
The type of soil and environment in your garden dictate what you can
grow just as much as if you were gardening conventionally. Looking at
what can be successfully grown in your neighbourhood is a good place
to find inspiration.
If you are trying to make your new plantings look less contrived and
more natural, try using curved edges to borders. This quickly makes
things look more natural and less ornate and dressy.
Leave slots and interludes in any new planting of trees or shrubs for an
understorey planting layer of herbaceous perennials to make your new
habitat more varied.
Be resolute though and show ample tolerance when allowing your new
plants to mature as it takes time, even years, for wildlife to recolonize.
Try to provide a mixed environment to make your garden attractive to
as many creatures as possible. Start with attracting more insects, and
then most other things should adopt your garden as their new home.
Honeysuckles are a wonderful addition to any garden especially for a wildlife gardener. They
attract many moths, which in turn attract bats. The bats in this country are nowhere near as big as
the fruit bats that can be found in India, but with around 16 or 17 species of bats still found in this
country, you have plenty to choose from.
Happy gardening.
29

Kennington Youth Club AGM
A preliminary notice of the club’s AGM.
This will be held in the club at 7:30 pm on Wednesday 16th May.
Everyone welcome.

Textile Wall Hanging
There is a plan to create a Textile Wall Hanging, in Celebration of The Diamond Jubilee.
We extend an invitation to everyone to take part.
If you can stitch, knit, crochet, appliqué or paint with fabric paint, then you can help us.
The idea is to collect panels of A4, or multiples of A4 (A3), and mount them all together. Represent
an organisation, a Family, or just create a panel.
For more information, or to register, please contact, Alison Peedell, 730961 or Pat Leggett, 326403.

Kennington Festival Group
We were very pleased to welcome our new tea lady particularly at the AGM, as our
regular Bingo caller was unable to do having been taken to hospital the week before.
Luckily she was able to come to the meeting but I had to call so I couldn’t do the teas
as usual.
The lunch of Fish, Chicken or Sausage and Chips was enjoyed by all. The Apple
Crumble and Pineapple Upside Down cake, both served with custard, went down a
treat.
We are still looking for new members ESPECIALLY MEN who may be a bit reluctant to join what
they may consider to be a women’s group. We can offer scrabble, dominoes and card games as an
alternative to bingo and with a few more men there would be an opportunity to ‘not listen to
women’s chatter’ … it’s a man thing. The Gentlemen who already attend quite like the female
company and enjoy the varied conversation.
If there is anyone who could come along to entertain us in any way: Sing, dance, show us some
slides, play the piano, perform ‘ magic’ or anything that may interest our members for half an hour,
we would be pleased to hear from you.
Our meetings for April are on Mondays 2nd, 16th and 30th. Arrive any time after 1:45 and finish
about 3:45. Tea and cakes served at 3:30.
We have a brilliant team of volunteer drivers, so if you require transport or need more information
please ring Margaret on 01865 730353.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Kennington Women’s Institute
March 2012
Our President, Mrs Palma, welcomed us to our 86th Annual General Meeting, but
before the formalities there were a number of general business items.
Our Sales Table this month raised £45 to be sent to Professor Harris for Cancer
Research. The collecting box for ACWW raised £14. We are very grateful to our
members for their generosity.
The formal part of the meeting included the President’s Address, the Secretary’s Report and an
explanation of our financial situation. We welcomed Vivien Weeks to our Committee and hope that
she enjoys the challenge.
This year’s winner of the Rose Brook Cup is Mary Tilston who was rewarded for her efforts during
the year in our competitions with a small silver cup and an M&S voucher.
Our speaker, Carol Newbigging from Headway Oxfordshire, gave a clear and interesting talk on the
help and support that Headway can offer people with ABI (Acquired Brain Injury). After a cup of
tea and lots of laughter the meeting closed.
Our next meeting is Wednesday 11th April at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre, when the talk will be
about the Air Ambulance Service. Why not come along!

Notes from Kennington Health Centre
We welcome Dr Emma Warren to our practice. She will replace Dr Alex Novak
from 1st April and will work with us on Wednesdays and Fridays. This month we
also welcome Clare to our reception team.
We ask you please to think ahead for your repeat prescriptions. We always strive to be able to
process them within 48 hours. Sometimes we need to ask a GP to reauthorise prescriptions before
the reception team can process the request. The more time you can give us the better service we can
provide.
Our new patient system is working well—please bear with us for a little longer while we add
appointment screens. It is our intention to always have around 8 weeks of screens available for
advanced booking of routine appointments.
We apologise for the lack of our self check in screen at the moment. It is feeling a little sick and we
have had to send it away for repair. We hope to have it back and up and running as soon as we can.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net
You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will be giving a concert performance of
VERDI’s Grand Opera AIDA
Holywell Music Room in Oxford
Sunday 29th April at 2:30 pm.
FREE entrance
Collection for Gatehouse & Archway—the two Oxford charities for the homeless
Soloists: Sue Whorton (Aida); Rebecca Martin (Amneris); Jonathan Todd (Radames);
Stephen Barratt (Amonasro); Stephen Pascoe (The King of Egypt)
Nia Williams (Accompanist)
Trevor Cowlett (Conductor)
Do come and enjoy an afternoon of really wonderful music and support two needy local charities!
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

Kennington Village Centre Management Committee
Annual General Meeting
Wednesday 4th April, 7:30 pm, Village Hall
Residents of the village of Kennington over 18 are entitled to attend and vote at this meeting.

KADS News
Thanks to all who supported our recent pantomime Cinderella. We had record ticket sales, and
thanks to audience generosity we will be donating £1,500 to be shared between St Swithun’s
School and Kennington Youth Club.
Our next production will be an evening of comedy and drama in two one-act plays combined with a
ploughman’s supper from 24-26th May. Seating will be at tables, and food will be served during the
interval. All tickets £8 to include one drink. Please see our advert (page 15) for details.
Mailing List: If you would like to be notified of our future productions please send your name and
address to Kay Card, 6 Jackson Drive, Kennington, OX1 5LL, or telephone 01865 739025.
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: March 2012

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Wednesday 25th April, Village Centre: Mini Spring Show
Staging 7:15 pm; show starts 7:30 pm. Entry fee £2; complimentary refreshments.
This show is a very informal event and members are invited to bring along a few exhibits and try
their luck. Judging will be undertaken by those present if they wish to do so.
There will be a bottle of wine for the exhibitor with the highest points overall. If you do not want to
exhibit, come along and see the show anyway.
Class

Description

1

1 vase trumpet daffodils

3 stems, same variety

2

1 vase miniature narcissi

5 stems, any variety, each less than 2 inches across

3

1 vase trumpet daffodil

1 stem

4

1 vase tulips

5 stems, any variety

5

1 vase wallflowers

Up to 5 stems, any variety

6

1 vase Spring flowers

5 stems

7

1 vase flowering shrubs or blossom 3 stems, not exceeding 2ft overall

8

Spring flower arrangement

9

1 vase scented narcissi or daffodils Up to 5 stems, judged for scent

Not to exceed 18 inches overall

Saturday 28th April: Coach Outing to Thenford Arboretum
There are still tickets available for this outing, at a cost of £22 per member and £23 for nonmembers.
Bookings can be made with John Maine on 736841. Full names are required as a list of attendees
has to be submitted one week before the visit. Telephone bookings must be confirmed with
payment within seven days of booking. All bookings must be completed by Friday 14th April.
The coach will depart Manor Grove at 1:30 pm calling at bus stops throughout the village.
Estimated return time 6:30–7 pm.
Saturday 5th May, 10 am–12 noon, St Swithun’s Church grounds: Plant Sale
If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock-down prices then come along to our plant sale. A
limited number of tables are available at £9 each.
Tables must be booked in advanced with John Maine on 736841 and are available to members only.
Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.
Wednesday 23rd May, 7:30 pm, Village Centre
Talk by Sue Bedwell: Friends & Foes (in the garden). Further details in the May Chronicle.
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Village Diary
April
Festival Group Easter Bingo (01865 730353)
Kennington Link WI: Medieval Walls Oxford
Parish Council Office
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Short Service
Wed 11
Kennington WI
Thu 12 Parish Council Meeting
Mon 2
Wed 4
Sat
7
Tue 10

Sun

15 Service

Festival Group
Kennington History Society: Cotswold Wool Trade
Tue 17 Parish Council Planning
Mon 30 Festival Group
Mon 16

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Edit Court Lounge
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

2–4 pm
2:15 pm
10–11 am
10 am–12 noon
10:30 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
8 pm
2–4 pm

May
Wed
Sat

2 Kennington Link WI: Resolutions
5 Parish Council Office
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Tue
8
Parish Council Planning
Wed 9 Kennington WI
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting
Wed 16 Short Service
Sat 19 Friends of St Swithun’s School May Fair

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Edit Court Lounge
St Swithun’s School
Mon Choisy
Sun 20 Service
Kirlena House
Mon 21 K. History Society: Curious Clerics & Dastardly Doctors Methodist Hall
Thu 24
Fri 25
Kennington Artists: Artweek Exhibition
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Sat 26
Sun
Tue

27
29 Parish Council Planning

Village Centre

2:15 pm
10–11 am
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
12 noon–4 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
7:45 pm
12 noon–8 pm
12 noon–6 pm
9:30–11:30 am
12 noon–6 pm
12 noon–6 pm
8 pm

The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
Chronicle Contributions
Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or have an event? The Kennington
Chronicle is a great way to get your message out to the community with a newsy article
and a picture! It doesn't matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor is happy to help.
Or, if you are a budding journalist, you can practice by submitting
Kennington-related news articles to the Editor! See page 45.
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