


The Parish Church of St Swithun
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The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN
The Rev Em Coley 01865 735135

The New Vicarage, Ross Court, The Avenue, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5AD

The Hon. Asst. Priests
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Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 9:25 am

4th Sunday: All Age Service 11:00 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Mrs J Evans, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Anne Feather.................................................................kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults).........................................................................0800 317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577.........................................101
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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I was completely mesmerised by John Bishop's “week of hell”. For those of you who missed it, this 
was a comic relief fund-raiser, and John Bishop cycled 180 miles from Paris to Calais in a day,  
rowed the Channel the next, and ran more than a marathon over the subsequent three days in order 
to reach London give days after having left Paris. As I said, it was mesmerising!

Watching the documentary reminded me very much of watching the documentary about  Eddie 
Izzard, who ran 43 marathons in 51 days across the whole of the United Kingdom. Just watching 
was exhausting! And breathtaking. These men have an enormously impressive inner strength. They 
are driven by determination, resilience and a spirit that will just not allow them to give up. I cannot 
imagine ever having the mental strength to put my body through such an ordeal, yet somehow these 
men aimed high, and achieved their goal.

At the end of this month we celebrate Pentecost. We remember Jesus returning to heaven and God 
leaving his gift of the Holy Spirit on this earth. Jesus said, “You will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and 
to the ends of the earth.” In many ways, the Holy Spirit is the inner strength God leaves his people. 
It is his presence on Earth and it gives us the strength, the determination and the resilience to work 
for  all  that  God wants  on Earth.  As his  agents,  we are called  to  campaign for  justice,  mercy,  
equality, love and forgiveness. We are commissioned by God and equipped by his Holy Spirit.

There are  many things  for which we will  need our  inner  strength.  Whether  it  is  some feat  of  
physical endurance, or the need to cope with something emotionally difficult and draining in our 
lives, from somewhere we will find the strength. But my prayer is that we will also allow God’s 
strength in us to stand up for the things that make this world a better place. May we know his  
courage, his determination and his help to fight for his priorities in our homes, our village, our 
communities, in our world.

Services in May

Sun 6th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 13th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm KOA Commissioning Service

Sun 20th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 27th Pentecost
9:30 am Holy Communion
11:00 am All Age Service with Baptism
4:00 pm Informal Praise Service

Children’s Church
Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a family 
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome. Freewave, a 
group for ages 10+, meets at the vicarage at 9:25 am on the first and third Sundays of the month.

Craft Mornings
This month, the craft morning 10 am–12 noon will be on Saturday 12th May—bring your children 
(aged 4–11) and head home to enjoy the weekend papers!
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Followed at 7:15  pm in the Church Hall
by a presentation from Lunch4Learning.

— Em Coley
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister: Telephone:
The Rev Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington Email:
Oxford minister@limewalk.org.uk
OX3 8AX

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our 
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite 
you to join us.

SERVICES FOR MAY AT 10:30 AM

6th 10:30 am We welcome the Rev David Bull, a supernumerary Minister in our Circuit.

13th Christian Aid Week:

10:30 am We welcome Mr Phil Palmer, a member at Wesley Memorial Church.

6:30 pm We join the congregation at St Swithun’s Church for the KOA service, followed 
by a presentation of the current KOA project in the Church Hall at 7:15 pm.

20th 10:30 am Aldersgate Sunday:  We  welcome  Mr  Andrew  Maisey,  a  preacher  from  the 
Witney & Faringdon circuit.

27th 10:30 am Pentecost:  Our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, leads a Communion 
service.

MONTHLY WORSHIP: Wednesdays at Edith Court Lounge is held on the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month. We meet on Wednesday 16th May at 10:30 am. Do come and join the residents for 30 
minutes of informal worship. All are welcome.

Ecumenical  Afternoon Fellowship: This  newly-formed group meets  at  a  different  home each 
month at 2:30 pm. We share a short time of Bible study and prayer together, followed by a cuppa. 
This month, we meet in Edith Court Lounge. If you would like more details about the group, please 
contact Dilys Cale on 01865 739774.

MN8, which stands for Monday Night at 8 pm: This group meets on the first Monday of the 
month at 8 pm for a time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a 
wide range of contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 6th May 
at 8 p.m. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.

Come along and join the services held on Sunday 20th May
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Person’s Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House

The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.

Coffee Morning—Tuesday 8th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring & Buy 
Stalls available. Enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The April Coffee Morning raised 
£132.56.

HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH

If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett 
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist 
premises and that currently the Church is not available for bookings on a Saturday.
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The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Churches Together in Kennington

For those of us who pray, a survey conducted for the church in the 
week  before  Easter  was  enlightening.  It  was  a  random  online 
survey of two thousand people and drew an 85% positive response 
to the following question:

Irrespective of whether you currently pray or not, if you were to pray for something at the moment,  
what would it be for?

The most popular response was prayer for other people; nearly half said, ‘for a family member’ or 
‘healing for someone’, and a quarter for ‘peace in the world’. A sign of our times was revealed in 
the four hundred or so who would or do pray for ‘less stress in their life’, and nearly as many would 
pray  for  ‘an  end  to  world  poverty’.  Smaller  numbers  had  specific  petitions  for  ‘guidance’, 
‘prosperity’ or ‘forgiveness’, and at least three hundred said their prayer would be of thanksgiving. 
Only fifteen percent recorded that ‘they would never pray for anything’.

This is encouraging for those of us who believe in the power of prayer, especially at this time as the 
churches progress through the Easter season to celebrate Pentecost on 27th May.

Pentecost or Whitsun is the time when the church recalls the coming of the Holy Spirit on his 
followers after Jesus had returned to heaven. This Spirit was then and is now the means by which 
God in Christ works in the world. In powerful creative ways or as a still small voice it enables us in  
the good things we attempt.

This, those seventeen hundred or so people who responded positively above to the question the 
church posed, would have realised if they did pray. For God’s Spirit always responds to prayer 
though not always in expected ways. It is the essence of what Pentecost is all about and we invite  
you to celebrate with us.

— Roy King
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Kennington History Society
In March the Society had the long awaited rearranged visit (cancelled Christmas 2010 due to heavy 
snow)  of  Thea Young,  the  Visitor  Manager  of  Sulgrave Manor, who  gave  an  outstanding 
illustrated talk entitled ‘Easter at Sulgrave Manor’. Not only did Thea tell us about the history of 
the House and its links to the ancestors of George Washington, America’s first President, but also 
how many of the traditions of Easter evolved and how they are celebrated at the Sulgrave. It may be 
that a group visit can be arranged to the Manor sometime in the future.

In April we welcomed back, for the fifth time, very popular local historian Martin Way, who on 
this occasion gave an illustrated talk entitled, ‘The Cotswold Wool Trade and Shepherding’. There 
was again a packed hall.  Members and several  visitors enjoyed an exceptional presentation by 
Martin, perhaps his best so far. He told the fascinating story of the local Wool Trade and its historic  
and important part in this country’s economy.

‘this month’

The Society’s next event is on  Monday 21st May  at  7:45 pm  in the  Methodist Church  when 
members will see the return of another very popular speaker, Graham Sutherland, who will tell us 
about ‘Curious Clerics & Dastardly Doctors’.

‘next month’

An early  date  for  your  diary,  on  Monday 18th June  in  the  Methodist  Church, 
starting at  7:45pm, local historian  Brian Moylan is to give an illustrated talk on a 
subject of great local interest entitled, ‘The Story of the Development of the MG’.

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50

As previewed last month, this year’s coach visit is to the ancient Roman town of  St Albans in 
Hertfordshire and is scheduled for Thursday 20th September. As usual the coach will be picking 
up from the village bus stops (west side) starting at  Manor Grove at  9:30 am  and returning to 
Kennington at  about  7:00 pm.  The cost this  time will  be  £10  for  Members  and  £12  for  Non-
Members. You can book one of the limited places on the bus by contacting either the Chairman on 
01865 739208 or the Treasurer on 01865 730321.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

Annual Garden Competition 2012
Kennington Parish Council

The Annual Garden Competition will be judged on Saturday 14th July

Preliminary Judging will take place on Friday 13th July from 6 pm

— Peter Biggs, Chairman: Kennington Parish Council

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition

Please remember to fill in the Kennington Diary (in the Post Office)

and send us your entries for both July and August in time for the July edition.

Deadlines: 10th June for adverts and 15th June for articles.
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KOA Run Run & Walk 2012
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KOA Fun Run & Walk 2012 Entry Form
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Kennington Youth Club

Over the Easter holidays Kennington Youth Club hosted a 14-hour youth 
club. The young people arrived at the club at 7 pm and began figuring out 
how to put up their tents. After such hard work they tucked into their fish 
and chips (this was quite possibly the quietest they were all night).

We left the youth club at 9 am the next morning. The event was put on to help raise funds for the 
club.  The  young  people  did  not  disappoint,  with  Darren  smith  raising  over  £100—well  done 
Darren! I am looking forward to the next 14-hour youth club.

Another event that happened over the holidays was a trip to Thorpe Park. All the young people that 
went on the trip had a fun time and behaved perfectly. There will be more exciting trips to come.

Over the next few weeks I will be turning my attention to plans for opening through the summer 
holidays, so if you have any suggestions please email me.

— Alice Dore, Youth Leader, kenningtonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs spring concert of Verdi’s Aida on 29th April 
had not yet taken place when this article was being written. We will give full details in the June  
edition of the Chronicle.

The choirs are now rehearsing  The Sorcerer by  Gilbert & Sullivan  for concerts in Witney and 
OXSRAD at the end of June and two concerts in Kennington at the beginning of July. We are 
always looking for new singers, and there are no subscriptions or auditions. Library copies are 
available. Rehearsals are held in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road every Friday evening at 
7:45 pm. All details are available from Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. We shall be pleased to 
welcome you.

Flower ban
As you know by now, there is a water shortage and a hosepipe ban.

To support the conservation of water, Kennington Parish Council has decided not to 
have the usual flower baskets in the village this year.

Author’s Talk

Kennington Library

Wednesday 2nd, 11 am (refreshments from 10:30)

The Friends of  Kennington Library present

David Butler
On Keeping a Commonplace Book

For more information contact Kennington Library
01867 730763 or see www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Kennington Women’s Institute
April Meeting

Do You Know BOB?

The President Mrs Palma welcomed us all to the meeting. We started with a brisk 
review of the News and Views magazine. It was lovely to see a photograph of the 
glorious afternoon we spent last summer in June Maine’s beautiful garden enjoying a scrumptious 
afternoon tea. Initial plans about our contribution to the forthcoming Diamond Jubilee celebrations, 
and our role is this, were then discussed.

Then onto the main part of the evening, a presentation by Sir Tim Jenner, Chairman of the Trustees 
of  the  Thames  Valley  and  Chilterns  Air  Ambulance  Trust.  The  service  covers  Berkshire, 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire (hence BOB).

The helicopter,  which is based at  RAF Benson, flies during daylight hours on approximately 3 
missions every day, so it undertakes around 1,000 missions per year. Since 1999 they have helped 
more than 13,000 people in urgent need of assistance. What is staggering is that this service is run 
entirely through donations, receiving no government or lottery funding. Given that each flight costs 
between £1,000 and £2,000, a considerable sum of money is required to keep the service going.

The distinctive red and yellow EC 135 helicopter can be airborne in 2 minutes in response to an 
emergency and can reach anywhere in the region in less than 15 minutes. On board there are 2 
paramedics along with the pilot, and interestingly they will have no idea of the identities of the 
people that they are assisting. Currently there are around 14 staff and 150 volunteers involved in 
keeping everything happening.

Running the service is  soon going to  become more expensive for a number of reasons.  These 
include plans to offer a night-time service, which in addition to extra staffing will also require 
lighting at the hospital facilities; following a decision that major injuries in our area are soon to be 
sent to 2 major trauma centres in either Southampton or Oxford longer journeys may be necessary; 
and at some stage soon a doctor along with one paramedic will be on board, all of which will need  
to be funded by the service.

To find out more about BOB see  www.tvacaa.org, we were left thinking perhaps it’s time to get 
involved in supporting this valuable service and that none of us knows when we or someone we 
know might be very grateful that it is there for us.

Our next meeting will be at 7:15 pm on Wednesday 9th May in the Village Centre when we will 
hear from Jeanette Allsworth about ‘Resolutions and Wildlife Above and Below the Water’. New 
members welcome!

The Apple Café

The Apple Café (formerly Kennington Community Café) 
will  now  open  on  Thursdays,  10 am–12:30 pm, 
serving tea, coffee, juice and cakes.

This non-profit-making café is in St Swithun’s Church 
Hall, The Avenue, Kennington.

For more information please contact Martin Morse martin@morseanalytics.com
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Work in Kendall Copse
Friday 18th is Hats for Headway—when Headway Oxfordshire 
asks local schools and businesses to get involved and, in return 
for a small donation, participants get to wear a “hat” to school 
or to work. It is hoped this national event will raise awareness, 
particularly amongst children, of the importance of safety head-
wear.

Sunday 13th May, 10 am–12 noon and then 1–3 pm

It is that time again when I ask for help in clearing burdock weeds from around the hedgerows of 
Kendall Copse. Burdock is a particular nuisance, since its annual growth is vigorous and over-tops 
the smaller hedgerow trees, reducing their size.

We will be working from
mid-morning 10–12 and again in the afternoon from 1–3

If you can spare an hour in either period, it would be much appreciated.

Tools needed are either small tree saws—very effective on the burdock stems—or bill-hooks to 
slash  them  flat.  Loppers  work  fine,  and  gloves  are  recommended  for  getting  in  between  the 
hedgerow trees to get at the burdock.

The original layout of the hedges is now beginning to show the effective choices that were made at 
the time,  with colourful  displays  in pinks and whites  which can only get  better  as  the hedges 
achieve their full growth, provided we limit the burdock.

Hope to see you there!

— Roger Gelder for Friends of Kendall Copse

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update

I have been informed that there has been a small number of individuals found in possession of 
cannabis  on the play fields in  the village.  Adding this  to  the large number of  ‘baggies’ found 
recently it gives a clear picture of a drug culture starting to manifest. Fortunately this is only on a 
very small scale right now and I’d like to keep it that way or preferably remove it all together. I 
urge all residents to be vigilant in looking out for this behaviour. If you come across anyone using 
or supplying drugs, please contact me or another member of your Neighbourhood Policing team on 
101, or call ‘Crime Stoppers’ ANONYMOUSLY on 0800 555 111.

We need to send a clear message that we do not want this kind of activity in our village.

On another matter;  an Ornamental Pheasant has been removed from a roof on the Kennington 
Road. We believe this to be the actions of mindless folk with nothing better to do. If something like 
this has appeared in your garden or you come across something matching its description please give 
me a call on 101.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
Non-emergency telephone: dial 101 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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Kennington Link WI
April Meeting

It is surprising how many small alleyways in Oxford lead to parts of the old city wall.  
This month’s  talk,  entitled  The Search for Oxford’s  Medieval  Wall,  provided both 
interest and entertainment as our two speakers Mr George Ross and Mr Roger Gelder took us on 
a virtual tour of the city. We enjoyed many anecdotes together with reminders of long-gone days, 
and were surprised at how many blue plaques we pass without really seeing them. Splendid slides 
showed the old wall in attractive and familiar surroundings. These were always taken in beautiful 
weather and at a time when few tourists were about, so we saw Oxford at its best. Mrs Mollie 
Clarke gave a vote of thanks on behalf of all the members as she presented the speakers with two 
bottles of wine.

Business Matters We were pleased welcome two visitors to the meeting, and it was a pleasure to 
have  Mrs  Joan  Bowen  Thomas  back  with  us  after  her recent  illness.  The  President  gave  a 
comprehensive  report  on  the  Annual  Meeting,  which  had  taken  place  at  the  Town  Hall.  Our 
Institute will be represented at the KOA Sponsored Knit by Mrs Vera Fanning. Orders were taken 
for 2013 Calendars and Diaries and for the News & Views magazine, but there will be another 
chance to order this in May.

Refreshment  time  gave  everyone  an  excellent  opportunity  to  catch  up  with  friends  and 
acquaintances while enjoying our customary cup of tea and seasonal hot cross buns.

The next meeting will be on May 2nd when we will discuss this year's Resolution.

Notes from Kennington Health Centre

Welcome this month to our new receptionist, Clare, who joins our team. Dr Emma Warren has 
started work and provides GP sessions on Wednesdays and Fridays.

Our patient and checking-in systems seem to be working well. In the background we have also 
made changes to the way that the reception and office staff work. This should enable us to ensure 
that the functions that make up a working day are carried out.

The practice staff try to have a lunch break between 1 and 2 pm each day. Please note that during 
this time the reception desk will not have anyone there—if you have an EMERGENCY and need to 
alert a member of the team please use the bell, which will be on the reception desk. It would be 
helpful if all non-emergency enquires can be made after 2 pm.

For the comfort and safety of all the patients may I ask that you please refrain from using a mobile  
phone in the waiting room or corridors of the practice.

Please note that we strive to achieve an AVERAGE of 48 hours to process a request for a repeat  
prescription. Please also note that we now process all requests at midday—the 48 hours start from 
then. Many requests are processed within 24 hours but some may take longer, for example if a GP 
has to reauthorise medication or discuss the request with the patient or a colleague.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net

You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
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Ted Perkins—Honorary Freeman of Kennington
In 1954 Roger Bannister started a race in Oxford that lasted 3 minutes and 59 
seconds.  In  the same year  Ted  Perkins started out  as  a  Parish Councillor  and 
served our village for 57 years.

Ted was elected to our council in 1954 and there joined some of the founding 
fathers of the parish in George Simpson and Reg Jackson. In 1962 Ted became 
Chairman of the Council and held that post until 1974.

Ted has many skills and interests, some of well-known and some not so, but I wish to pay tribute to  
a man of service—a man of dedication—a man of vision—and a gentleman.

Many are aware of Ted’s war service but how many know he spent his 21 st birthday in a separate 
room from the  other  70  patients  on  the  ward—all  Germans—after  being  shot  down over  Le 
Touquet in 1941. Ted had been hit in the leg by shrapnel and as he couldn’t bale out his only 
alternative was to land the plane. He recalls it didn’t enter his head his number might be up as he  
just  concentrated  on  getting  the  plane  down.  The  injury  was  sufficient  to  get  Ted  eventually 
repatriated as part of an exchange with German prisoners in 1943. On his return he married Barbara 
Taylor at St Luke’s in Cowley. He returned to flying again but with the air transport auxiliary until 
his demob in 1944.

In 1946 Ted and Barbara moved to Kennington to a bungalow in Poplar Grove. He had been on the 
old Abingdon Rural District Council since 1957 as one of the South Ward Councillors and in 1974 
when the Vale was created he was elected to serve Kennington.

In 1980 Ted became Chairman of the Vale and held that post  for three years.  He was a great 
supporter of ‘Twinning’ but in particular the exchange of youth organisations. Whilst on the Vale he 
was also at various times Chairman of Housing and Chairman of Planning. He remained a member 
of the Vale until the election of 1995 when he lost his seat.

His involvement  with organisations in  Kennington is  quite  diverse.  His support  for the village 
playing fields  was  recognised  and rewarded when he  was invited  to  reopen the  pavilion  after 
refurbishment in 1995. But I believe one of his favourites is Kennington Band, to which he was 
very supportive in their formative years and now is their very proud president.

Last December Barbara died and their wonderful life together sadly ended.

The  Parish  Council  is  tremendously  proud  of  Ted’s  achievement’s  and  is  delighted  to  have 
conferred the office of Honorary Freeman of the Parish of Kennington upon him on 8 th September 
2011.

— Peter Biggs

The presentation to Ted Perkins will be made at 7:30 pm before the Annual Parish Meeting (see  
page 26) on Thursday 24th May in the Youth Club (refreshments served from 7:15 pm).

Kennington Youth Club AGM

Wednesday 16th May, 7:30 pm, Kennington Youth Club

Everyone welcome.

Car parking over the Jubilee Bank Holiday

To help celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, parking will be free for the entire Jubilee Bank 
Holiday weekend (from Saturday 2nd–Tuesday 5th June inclusive) in all Vale of White Horse District 
Council car parks. This will allow people to attend events in the towns to enjoy the celebrations 
with friends without having to worry about the cost of parking.
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Kennington Overseas Aid 2012
At around the time this edition of the Kennington Chronicle drops onto your 
doormat you should also receive the KOA programme for 2012, along with 
an envelope for our annual House-to-House Collection. This marks the start 
of the main phase of our activities for this year.

How does KOA work?

Two  key  aspects  to  the  work  of  KOA impressed  me  when  I  moved  to 
Kennington a few years ago and first came across the organisation. The first 
is to do with the type of charities and projects we support. KOA prefers to 
ally itself with smaller charities with a proven record of successful projects, 
and as far as possible with locally-based organisations, so that we can involve members of the 
charity in some of our events. This year’s charity, Lunch4Learning, certainly fulfils those criteria, 
having its UK office in Boar’s Hill, and having already established projects that help to feed 45,000 
schoolchildren in the Jinja region of Uganda. We look for projects that are self-sustaining and that 
will help those in receipt of aid to take better control of their lives.

Educational projects

It  is  therefore no surprise  that  a number of  our  projects  in  recent  years have been to  do with 
education and training, which we can all recognise as vital for the prospects of a better life for 
individuals as well as for the economic development of the countries concerned. So, for example, in 
2006 KOA raised money to rebuild a preschool in South Africa, and in the following year supported 
the construction of a school library in Benin. Cecily’s Fund, our charity in 2009, supports Zambian 
HIV & Aids orphans through their schooling. Some of you will have donated tools last year to 
Tools for Self-Reliance, which trains people in Ghana to use them to earn a living.

2012 Project: Lunch4Learning

So again this year we have an educational project. One of the things that can cause children in 
Uganda to drop out of school or not to benefit fully from it if they do attend, is there being no 
midday meal. Imagine having a long, hot walk to school in the morning, a full day of lessons, and 
then a walk home again after school with nothing to sustain you. Lunch4Learning helps establish 
school gardens where food crops can be grown, so that the schools can provide a simple meal for 
their pupils. The money we hope to raise in Kennington this year should help  Lunch4Learning 
establish gardens to feed a further 21,000 children—for an outlay of less than £1 per pupil! The 
charity’s work is clearly valued by the local authorities in Jinja, which have recently made a further 
100 acres of land available for school gardens.

21
Continued overleaf/…



You can find out more by visiting the Lunch4Learning website  http://lunch4learning.org. If you 
want to know more about KOA’s programme for this year and some of its activities over the last 44 
years, it’s all on www.koa.org.uk.

Community involvement

But back to the things that impressed me about KOA. The second key thing was the fact that KOA 
brings  so many people in  our  own community  together  in  its  various  activities.  Just  consider: 
around 50 people help us run the KOA Shop in August alone, not to mention all those who help 
with the  Fun Run (which, by the way, can also be a stroll,  so no excuse for not taking part),  
undertake catering for all sorts of occasions, or host individual events such as the  Cheese and 
Wine Evening.  Then there are the various organisations who give their  time for KOA: all  the 
Kennington Churches,  Kennington United Choirs,  Kids for KOA,  Charity Opera and the 
Kennington (Oxford) Band. I hope I’ve forgotten no one.

The next KOA community event will be the KOA United Service at 6:30 pm on Sunday 13th May 
in St Swithun’s Church. Ike Garson from Lunch4Learning will speak about the charity’s work 
over coffee in the Church Hall, so come to both the service and Ike’s talk, or just the latter if you 
prefer.

Interested in getting more involved?

Despite all those people listed above, we always need extra helpers. So if you are interested, please 
give me a ring on Oxford 326519. We’ll have information stands at both the Kennington Jubilee 
Fête on Saturday 2nd June and the Fun Run on Sunday 24th June, where you can talk to us and 
find out more about how we work.

Back to the nitty-gritty

Which is, of course, raising money. Here are two ways in which you can help to maximise the 
amount we raise this year for Lunch4Learning:
• If you are a tax payer, please remember to fill in the Gift Aid form that comes with the House-

to-House Collection envelope, as it adds 25% to your donation at no additional cost to you. The 
person who collects your envelope will not mind waiting while you do this.

• Secondly,  here’s  something to  do with all  those  coppers that  weigh down your handbag or 
pocket. Ring Brenda Groth on 739229 and ask for a KOA jam jar sticker. Use the jar as a useful 
deposit for those pesky little coins. Get your friends to add theirs too.

Thank you in advance for your generosity.
We look forward to seeing you at all our KOA events this summer!

Sylvia Vetta (739071) Marilyn Farr (326519)
KOA Chairman www.koa.org.uk Vice Chairman
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Kennington Parish Council Annual Report 2011–2012

Annual Parish Meeting

Thursday 24th May 2012 7:30 pm
(refreshments from 7:15 pm)

in the Youth Club behind the Village Centre

All Welcome

25
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Kennington Parish Council Annual Parish Meeting 2012

Thursday 24th May 2012 7:30 pm
(refreshments from 7:15 pm)

in the Youth Club behind the Village Centre

There will be a presentation before the meeting to award
Ted Perkins the First Honorary Freedom of the Parish

All electors of Kennington are welcome to attend and participate

Cllr Peter Biggs
Chairman of the Kennington Parish Council

Please send any suggestions for item 9
by Monday 21st May 2012 to

The Clerk to the Council, Mrs A Feather,
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5NZ

or email Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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AGENDA
1. Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting

2. Report of the Chairman

3. Financial Statement of the Parish Council 2011/2012

4. Matters arising from Reports

5. Election of three persons to Kennington Memorial Field Committee

6. Reports from the District Councillors

7. Report from the County Councillor

8. Reports from Local Committees and Organisations

9. To consider suggestions from parishioners
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2011 BMX Dirt Track is completed

Background

In 2009 the members of the Parish Council were approached by a group of 
young  BMX riders  who wanted a  small  track  in  the  village  so  they could 
practice their sport.

Why Forest Side?

It was agreed that the best place for the track would be at the western boundary 
of  the  Forest  Side  recreation  field,  partially  behind  the  old  Leylandii  trees 
following a public meeting. The Parish Council investigated whether it needed 
planning  permission,  which  it  did  not.  It  also  sought  agreement  from  the 
landowner, St Johns College, which had no objections especially as there was 
to be no permanent structure and the site could be restored easily.

Some members of the Parish Council’s Play Area Working Group went on a 
fact-finding visit to look at other villages in Oxfordshire with BMX dirt tracks. 
Everyone was impressed with the Hailey track, which had been professionally 
installed.  The  members  of  the  Parish  Council  met  David  Turner  from  DT 
Leisure who had designed and built the Hailey track to discuss the layout and 
request a quotation.

How was it financed?

A grant of  £11,390 from Waste Recycling Environmental  Ltd (WREN) was 
confirmed in August 2011. The Vale of White Horse District Council acted as 
the third-party funder paying a 10.1% fee to WREN to release the grant. The 
Parish Council paid the balance of £1,350 towards the cost of the track and tree 

removal, and paid for the installation of the new 
litter bin.

Why is it called PJ’s track?

The  Parish  Council  decided  to  call  it  PJ’s  to 
acknowledge  the  work  of  the  recently  retired 
clerk,  Pam Johnston,  for  her  work  in  securing 
thousands  of  pounds  of  grant  aid  for  play 
facilities  in  the  village  at  Playfield  Road  and 
Forest Side in the last few years.

The  BMX Track  is  now  open  for  all  young 
people in the village to enjoy.
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How much did your Parish Council cost you in 2011–12?

The precept was £79,102. This was the Parish Council’s share of the Council Tax for the year. It 
costs a band ‘D’ property £45.91 (the same as for 2010–11, and remains unchanged for 2012–13).

Additional income of around £32,200 came from grants, other payments and bank interest.

Regular Commitments

• Clerk’s and Wardens’ salaries

• Maintenance of the playing areas

• Maintenance of the War Memorial

• Grass cutting of the highway verges

• Grass cutting of the cemetery

• Repair and cleaning of the bus shelters

• Emptying the dog waste bins

• Flower baskets

• Garden Competition

• Carols around the Christmas tree

Additional spending in 2011–12

• BMX Dirt Track

• Water supply for the War Memorial

Grants to Local Community Groups and Charities made 2011–12

• Kennington Village Hall £1,500

• St Swithun’s Church 150

• St John Ambulance 110

• Friends of Kennington Library 250

• South and Vale Carers Centre 220

• Royal British Legion 900

• Abingdon & District Citizen’s Advice Bureau 425

• Relate 25

• Ryder-Cheshire Volunteers 25

• 1st Kennington Guides 350

2011/12—A Year of Goodbyes and Hellos

In May 2011 there were Parish Council elections and three long-serving councillors decided to 
retire: Doreen Horseman, Ted Perkins and Charles Swaisland. Also another long-serving councillor, 
Michael  Holland,  had  died  just  before  the  elections.  This  meant  that  there  are  now four  new 
Councillors:  Martin  Feather  (a  previous  councillor),  Roger  Gelder,  Paddy  Landau  and  Ron 
Mansfield.

In September 2011 the Parish Clerk, Pam Johnston, became seriously ill and she has had to retire 
after nearly ten years as Clerk. Denise Cattell worked as an interregnum until a replacement was 
found in Anne Feather, who started at the beginning of February as the new Clerk. Anne lives on 
Kennington Road.
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Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Weekend

SATURDAY 2nd AND SUNDAY 3rd JUNE

FOREST SIDE FIELD
A further  two meetings  were held  during  April  to  make sure  that  June’s 
celebrations are enjoyed by everyone. What is really good news is that more 
and more people seem to be coming forward to help and contribute to this 
exciting weekend for the village.

However there is still a lot more help that we could do with! Please let me 
know if there is anything you can do.

You  all  know  by  now  the  format  for  the  weekend—if  you  missed  last 
month’s article regarding the Jubilee weekend you can still see a copy on the Parish Notice Board 
in  the Village Centre.  There you will  also find a  list  of  the stalls  that  are  being organised by 
Kennington’s organisations—a decision was made at the first meeting in April that we would only 
have charity stalls, as it was felt that there may be too many if private stalls were included too. 
Apologies to all  those ‘would-be stall holders’ who contacted me asking for more information; 
please don’t let this deter you from involving yourself in other village events.

Still on the subject of stalls, there are a few spaces left for charity stalls—if your organisation does 
not know exactly what to do yet you could provisionally book your position and confirm details 
nearer the date.

Tickets for the Family evening in the Marquee,  dancing to  The Velvet Tones,  Shine and Greg 
Parrott’s Disco, including pig roast, can be purchased from Lisa Scott-Russell 07762 862280 or 
l.scott-russell@virgin.net. The price is £10 per adult, £5 for children aged 5–15, and under-5 free.

Don’t forget the Firework display taking place around 10:15 pm up at the field.

Then to the Sunday, when the scene changes on Forest Side, giving room for everyone to bring 
their own picnics and enjoy an afternoon of family fun, with races, fancy dress competitions and 
‘What to Do’ for children.

Don’t forget if you are interested in helping in any way just give me a ring.

— Anne Feather, 01865 421126, kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

PLANNED EVENTS
Saturday 2nd June

Band — Beer — Cakes — Stalls 2–4 pm

Bands in Marquee — Pig Roast 7 pm–midnight

Fireworks Display 10 pm

Sunday 3rd June
Royal Tea Party & Picnic; Children’s Races; Juggler; Fancy Dress; BBQ;
Church Service in Marquee

2–6 pm
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Kennington’s Biggest Family Street Party
Monday 4th June from 1 pm

Kennington Village Hall Car Park

Organised by Kennington Youth Club and Kennington Social Club

Free Entry to all Kennington Residents

Fancy Dress come as a King or Queen

Live Music — Foods from around the world — Face Painting — Fun and Games

Family Disco and BBQ from 7 pm to late
(in Youth Club and Social Club if raining)

or relax and play in the Texas Holdem Poker Tournament (£10 entry)

For more info see posters or phone 01865 236909

St Swithun’s School May Fair
FOSS Presents the School May Fair

Saturday 19th May, 12 noon–3 pm
Crafts

Bouncy Castle
BBQ

International Food
Tombola

Donkey Rides
Many Stalls

Raffles
Plants, Books, Gifts & More!

www.friendsofstswithuns.org

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: May 2012 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events

Saturday 5th May, 10 am–12 noon, St Swithun’s Church grounds: Plant Sale

See page 44 for details.

Wednesday 23rd May, 7:30 pm, Village Centre:

Talk by Sue Bedwell: “Friends & Foes (in the garden)”

Sue has a well-known garden in Bletchingdon, north of Oxford, which we shall be visiting in June 
(see below). She will have plants for sale after her talk.

Saturday 2nd June, 2–4 pm: Diamond Jubilee Fête

KHS will be running a plants and produce stall at the Fête. Please bring donations of goods for sale 
on the stall to the Forest Side Playing Field on the day.

Wednesday 20th June: Evening visit to “Monkshead”, Sue Bedwell’s garden

If you would like to join this visit please ring Maureen  Winkfield on 454326 or Pat  Leggett on 
326403. The cost is £6, including refreshments. Participants should meet in the village car park at 
5:45 pm. Let Maureen or Pat know if you need transport, or if you can offer lifts to other people. 
Sue Bedwell will have plants for sale.
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Headway Oxfordshire
Headway Oxfordshire has a full week of activities planned for Acquired Brain Injury 
Week (ABI), Friday 11th to Sunday 20th May. This regular event is promoted by the 
national charity, Headway UK, to raise awareness of brain injury. Although affiliated to 
the  national  charity,  Headway  Oxfordshire  is  completely  independent  and  relies 
entirely upon its own fund-raising activities.

This year, ABI week will focus on the vital role that carers play in the lives of people with brain 
injury. Caring for someone with a brain injury can be challenging and requires a great deal of 
patience and sacrifice.

Headway’s first event is a Tin Collection at Sainsbury’s at Heyford Hill on Friday 11th. We hope 
that anyone shopping that day will stop and talk to us, and we look forward to meeting you.

This is followed on  Saturday 12th by a  5Km Fun Run in the  University Parks organised by 
Oxford Rotary. A successful sponsored event, involving service users, carers, staff and volunteers.

The Dragon Boat Race on the  River Thames at 
Abingdon takes place on Sunday 13th. Not for the 
faint-hearted  but  certainly  something  to  be 
remembered.  Previous  years  have seen teams of 
staff from local solicitors  Withy King, and from 
Headway  Oxfordshire  itself.  We  are  hoping  to 
encourage other teams to participate this year, and 
to raise funds for Headway Oxfordshire.

Our first ever  Charity Golf Day will be held at 
Frilford Heath on  Thursday 17th.  Headway is  inviting entries from Teams of 4.  We are also 
seeking raffle prizes and sponsorship for the day, for individual holes and individual events. An 
excellent  day  for  networking,  enjoying  golf  on  this  first-class  course,  and  a  3-course  evening 
dinner.

Meningitis Research Foundation
A huge  THANK YOU to  everyone who attended or  donated  a  raffle  prize  to  the  recent  quiz 
evening. It was an amazing evening and thanks to everyone’s kind contributions over the course of 
the evening I am thrilled to announce that a grand total of £1,000 was raised.

I really appreciate everyone’s generosity; the money is going to a
wonderful cause.

Thanks again.
— Lisa Macready
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Kennington Parish path survey

Kennington Parish’s Path Warden, Jim Parke, surveys existing paths and noting problems to report  
to the County Council. Here is Jim’s second report.

Some of our paths in England are of great antiquity. The most important of these in Oxfordshire is 
the Ridgeway National Trail, which runs parallel to the Berkshire Downs and the Chiltern Hills in  
the south of the county. This Path-Highway was used by Prehistoric man long before the Romans 
invaded Britain  in  the  1st century  AD. However,  the  majority  of  Oxfordshire’s  2,500 miles  of 
footpaths date from the mediæval period when the only means of travel for the vast majority was on 
foot. Only the wealthy could afford to travel on horseback. Thus a closely-knit network of paths 
developed across the open fields of the countryside in order to link up the various settlements of  
hamlets, villages and towns. When the open fields were Enclosed (from the mid-18th–19th centuries) 
most of the existing footpaths were registered and defined 
on the Enclosure maps as Public Rights of Way. They also 
appeared on the various editions of the Ordnance Survey 
Maps that became available  during the latter  part  of the 
19th century.

Kennington  Paths  Numbers  3  and  13  illustrate  this 
development.  They  are  shown  on  the  1876  Ordnance 
Survey 25 inch to the mile edition (1/2500 scale). Path 3, 
with  a  length  of  800  metres,  starts  from  a  point  along 
Bagley  Wood  Road,  crosses  St  Swithun’s  Road,  and, 
skirting Little London and St  John’s Cottages,  continues 
via  a  wooden  chicane  along  the  edge  of  the  village 
recreation ground, passing through two gates. It continues 
over  a bridge crossing the brook at  the parish boundary 
with Radley.  Path 3 would have provided a pedestrian route between the towns of Oxford and 
Abingdon through what was then the tiny hamlet of Kennington, grouped around its Manor. Both 
Oxford and Abingdon were important towns in the mediæval period because of the establishment of 
Colleges in Oxford and the large Abbey in Abingdon. These towns would have generated a great 
deal of pedestrian traffic travelling from one to the other.

Unfortunately the bridge at the crossing of the brook (see photograph), because of its narrowness 
and lack of handrails, is considered to be unsafe. It has been reported to the Countryside Service of 
the County Council with a request that it be made safer.

Path  13  is  a  footpath  of  some  470  metres  connecting  Kennington  with  Bayworth.  Originally 
Kennington was, like Bayworth, a settlement in the Parish of 
Sunningwell. This footpath would have provided a pedestrian 
link between them. The footpath starts from Oxford Road, and 
after running through a strip of woodland, a shallow ditch and 
a low stile, continues in a straight line across the grounds of 
Chandlings Manor  School,  via  a  gently  arched  footbridge, 
before reaching the Parish boundary with Sunningwell. On the 
right  of the path as you enter  the school  grounds the 1876 
Ordnance Survey map recorded the existence of a monastery. 
The footpath across the school grounds has been attractively 
defined by two parallel rows formed by nearly 400 trees (see 
photograph) planted by the pupils of the school in November 
2004 to celebrate National Tree Week.

— Jim Parke

36 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/


37



The Friends of Kennington Library

The  guests  came dressed  in  a  holiday  mood,  making  our  wonderful  interactive  Tropical  Gala 
Evening highly successful and colourful, thoroughly enjoyed by all.

Sylvia described how she came to 
write  the  castaway  series  for 
Oxfordshire  Limited  Edition and 
introduced  each  participating 
castaway  with  stories  about  them 
or  their  role  in  Oxtopia.  Sylvia’s 
island is not like the BBC’s: her 50 
castaways  are  being  sent  together 
to create a new society—hopefully 
one with a library!

The  Kennington  Castaways,  Air 
Commodore  Bob  Martin,  Charles 
and  Cecellie Swaisland  and 
Professor  James  Leonard  were 
joined by Sister Frances Domenica, 
founder  of  Helen  House,  Ray 
Foulk, who brought Bob Dylan to 
the Isle of Wight, our MP, Nicola 
Blackwood,  and  illustrator  Korky 
Paul and MG Harris who both led our Pied Piper Procession last year. In the audience sketching 
was castaway Weimin He, and watching was radio personality Bill Heine, and historian biographer 
Helen  Rappaport who entertained  us  last  November.  Also  present  was  the  youngest  castaway, 
Robin Bennett, founder of Truck Festival.

We have received many thanks for the entertainment and food. Korky Paul used a flip-chart for his 
amusing presentation and proposes to come to Kennington on our Film Night to auction it for The 
Friends of Kennington Library funds.

We raised £1,100 thanks to the hard work of our wonderful team. This is a good start to help us to  
maintain our library next year. Our challenge now is to increase our income in subsequent years to 
have a professionally-led library in Kennington and to allow us to continue with our regular free 
activities including the coffee mornings and all children’s activities (see pages 42 & 11).

We hope to  do this  with  your  help  by  running interesting  events  appealing  to  all  our  reading 
community.

Next up is our Film Night:

Anyone can play guitar on Friday 11th May, 7:30 for 8 pm

Local  film-maker  Jon  Spira’s  documentary  paints  a  portrait  of  Oxford’s  30-year-strong  music 
scene.  Featuring  new interviews  and  rare  archival  material  from  Radiohead,  Supergrass,  Ride, 
Swervedriver, Foals,  Talulah Gosh and many others. Recommended donation: £5 on the door for 
the show and beer, soft drinks, popcorn and nibbles. Please reserve places in advance for you and 
your friends at the library on 01865 730763 or visit  www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk for the 
committee’s contact details.

— Helen Hurrell, Secretary to The Friends

All libraries will be closed on bank holiday Monday 7 th May, and Jubilee holidays Monday 3rd June 
and Tuesday 4th June.

38 www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Left-to right: Ray Faolk; Robin Bennett; Sister Frances Domenica; 
MG Harris; Helen Peacock (unfortunately hiding Helen Rappaport); 
James Leonard; Sylvia Vetta; Korky Paul; Nicola Blackwood; Bob 
Martin; Charles Swaisland; Bill Heine; Weimin He. Dominique won 

the sketch, and will display it in the library after framing it.
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Parish Council Matters

April 2012 Meeting

Minutes available on-line. See page 44.

Most  of  you  will  have  noticed  the  water  on 
Kennington Road between the Best One and the 
roundabout at the north end of Kennington. The 
leak’s progress is given on Thames Water Live 
www.thameswater.co.uk.  However,  hopefully 
by the time this goes to print Thames Water will 
have sorted it and no more wet road!

It  has  been  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
Council that a ‘poo’ bag containing dog mess 
was  found  in  someone’s  front  garden!  The 
Council  would remind dog owners to use the 
poo bins within the village for their dog’s mess. 
Responsible dog owners would never dream of 
not  taking bags  when walking their  dog—the 
Council  would  remind all  dog owners  not  to 
forget bags as reports of dog mess have been 
recently made. Many thanks.

The Council received the following information 
regarding the Jubilee weekend from the Vale of 
White Horse:

To  help  celebrate  the  Queen’s  Diamond  
Jubilee,  it  has been decided that parking will  
be  free  for  the  entire  Jubilee  Bank  Holiday  
weekend (from Saturday 2 June until Tuesday 5  
June  inclusive)  in  all  Vale  of  White  Horse  
District  Council  car  parks.  This  will  allow  
people to attend events in the towns to enjoy  
the celebrations with friends without having to  
worry about the cost of parking.

A further topic the Parish Council felt it would 
like to  share  is  that  after  months  of  planning 
and consultation,  Carers Oxfordshire is  happy 
to  announce  the  launch  of  its  new  website 
www.carersoxfordshire.org.uk.

The  Website  offers  valuable  information  to 
carers for various aspects of their caring role, 
and is much easier to navigate so that relevant 
information can be found.

The Council agreed five grants during April.
• St John Ambulance Kidlington: £120 to help 

in  keeping  St  John  Ambulance  volunteers 
going for another year.

• Kennington Good Neighbours: £400 to help 
produce  the  Village  List  brochure  for  the 
whole village.

• Kennington Women’s Institute: £250 towards 
the  cost  of  hiring  the  Village  centre  each 
month.

• Kennington  Festival  Group:  £250  towards 
the cost of hiring the Village centre.

• The Royal British Legion: £15 to help ensure 
the  Legion  can  keep  providing  help  and 
support to many service men who sustained 
life-changing  injuries  when  they  served  in 
the Falklands.

Finally,  on  Thursday  24th May  it  is  the 
Kennington Annual  Parish meeting,  details  of 
which can be found on pages  25 & 26. Please 
come along, enjoy a cup of tea and cake and 
learn more about what goes on in your village.
Please note: this meeting is being held in the 
Youth Club, behind the Village Centre.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council

Dates of Council Meetings
May 2012

All meetings are normally held in the 
Village Centre and are open to the you all.

Saturday 5th, 10–11 am
Saturday Office

Tuesdays 8th & 29th, 8 pm
Planning Committee Meeting

Thursday 10th, 7:30 pm
Kennington Parish Council Meeting

Thursday 24th, 7:30 pm
Kennington Annual Parish Meeting

in the Youth Club, behind the Village Centre

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan as it has only 21 days to 

send in its comments. Therefore please 
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you 

receive notification to ensure the Parish 
Council members are aware of any neighbour 

objections. Plans can be viewed by 
arrangement with the Clerk or online at 

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

To contact the clerk write or call
20 Kennington Road, 01865 421126

kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Festival Group

We are still looking for new members ESPECIALLY MEN who may be a bit reluctant 
to join what they may consider to be a women’s group.

We offer scrabble, dominoes and card games as an alternative to bingo and with a few 
more men there would be an opportunity to ‘not listen to women’s chatter’.

The Gentlemen who already attend enjoy the female company and the varied conversation.

If there is anyone who could come along to entertain us in any way—sing, dance, show us some 
slides, play the piano, perform ‘ magic’ or anything that may interest our members for half an hour 
we would be pleased to hear from you.

Next meetings on Mondays 14th & 28th May, and 11th June.
Arrive 1:45–2 pm and finish 3:45–4 pm. Tea and cakes served at 3:30 pm.

We have a brilliant team of volunteer drivers so if you require transport or need more information 
please ring me.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Artists

Kennington Artists will be exhibiting as part of Oxford Artweeks

Thursday 24th– Sunday 27th May, 12 noon–6 pm
(until 8 pm on Thursday)

St Swithun’s Church Hall

Our fabulous café will be open throughout the exhibition, plus there will be 
our  usual  free  children’s  activity  table.  We  will  also  be  holding  an  art 
competition for children—details in next month’s Chronicle.

www.kenningtonartists.co.uk

Rhymetime

Wednesday 16th May, 10:45–11:15 am.

We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers
to sing along with some English and French seasonal verses.

Free refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.

All children under 10 to be accompanied by an adult carer.

Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.
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Plant Sale
Kennington Horticultural Society presents a Plant Sale!

Saturday 5th May, 10 am–12 noon grounds of St Swithun’s Church

If you want to buy a good range of plants at knock-down prices then come along to our plant sale. A 
limited number of tables is available at £9 each. Tables must be booked in advance with Brian 
Peedell on 730961 and are available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.

We would be grateful for donations of plants for the Horticultural Society’s own stall at the sale.

Admission Free — Can you afford to miss it?

Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243

Wildlife on allotments

Wildlife  gardening,  when  growing  food  crops, 
encourages huge ranges of insects which in turn offer a 
natural  control  of  the  pests  that  infest  our  crops. 
Companion planting bases itself in the same theory.

Spreading  compost  increases  soil-based  invertebrates 
(creatures  without  backbones),  which  hoover  up  vast 
quantities of pests.

Growing flowers  with  flat  petals  such as  daisies  and 
chrysanthemums attract hover flies, which eat aphids.

Having a patch with deadwood and good ground cover gives beetles somewhere to inhabit, which 
again feed on our pests.

Growing clover in the paths between the allotment plots will encourage bees that pollinate your 
crops.

Often we grow more on the allotment than we need. If you have a surplus, why not leave them to  
go  to  seed  and  all  winter?  This  will  give  the  birds  a  food  source  and  insects  somewhere  to 
hibernate.

Weed only if you have to, as this limits moisture loss when disturbing the ground, and encourages a 
natural ground flora that in turn attracts insects.

The main thing is not to be too tidy when allotment gardening—let everything grow but allow 
nothing to dominate.

Happy Gardening

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and 
in the Kennington Library.

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website. Go to On-line Archives at 
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.

Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last notification: Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Planning, Amenities, Finance).
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Village Diary

May

Wed 2
Author’s Talk & Coffee: David Butler Kennington Library 10:30 am
Kennington Link WI: Resolutions Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 5
Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Kennington Horticultural Plant Sale St Swithun’s Church 10 am–12 noon

Tue 8
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 9 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 11 Library Film Night: Jon Spira: Anyone Can Play Guitar 7:30 pm
Sat 12 Kennington Cancer Fund Shoe Sale (Ladies) Village Centre 10 am–12 noon
Mon 14 Festival Group Lunch Village Centre 12:30 pm

Wed 16
Short Service Edit Court Lounge 10:30 am
Rhymetime & refreshments for babies & toddlers Kennington Library 10:45–11:15 am

Sat 19 Friends of St Swithun’s School May Fair St Swithun’s School 12 noon–4 pm

Sun 20 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 21 K. History Society: Curious Clerics & Dastardly Doctors Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Thu 24

Kennington Artists: Artweek Exhibition St Swithun’s Church Hall

9:30–11:30 am
12 noon–8 pm

Fri 25 12 noon–6 pm

Sat 26
9:30–11:30 am
12 noon–6 pm

Sun 27 12 noon–6 pm
Tue 29 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

June
Sat 2 Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am

Sat 2
Jubilee 
Party

Band — Beer — Cakes — Stalls
Bands in Marquee — Pig Roast
Fireworks Display

Forest Side Playfield

2–4 pm
7 pm–midnight
10 pm

Sun 3
Royal Tea Party & Picnic, Children’s 
Races, Juggler, Fancy Dress, BBQ, 
Church Service in Marquee

2–6 pm

Mon 4 Kennington’s Biggest Family Street Party (see page 32) Village Hall Car Park 1 pm–late
Wed 6 Kennington Link WI: Lifeboats Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Mon 11 Festival Group Village Centre 2:30 pm
Tue 12 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 13 Kennington WI Village Centre 7 pm
Thu 14 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 17 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 18 Kennington History Society: Story of the MG Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 19 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 20
Short Service Edit Court Lounge 10:30 am
Kennington Horticultural Visit Sue Bedwell’s Garden Evening

Sun 24 Kennington Cancer Fund: Church Service St Swithun’s Church 6:30 pm
Mon 25 Festival Group: Strawberry Tea Village Centre 12:30 pm
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