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I have a ‘usual’!
And I have a ‘usual’ table.
You know when you have arrived somewhere when the man serving coffee knows what you want
to eat and drink, and where you want to eat and drink it!
And I shall admit to I feeling stupidly proud and at home to discover that I have eaten so regularly
at my gym (that possibly says too much about the appeal of the gym for me!) that I can now order
my ‘usual’.
But of course, there is nothing usual about life for the Coley family at the moment, as we are
heading towards the end of an era here in Kennington—moving to the St Albans diocese to a new
job for me, a new school for Ellie, a new nursery for Jack, and a new home for us all. Life is
actually all about finding ways to end well, to say goodbye and to harness the excitement and the
trepidation about the unknown.
But change and new starts offer us a great opportunity to re-look at the life God has given us. It is
too easy to get stuck in a rut. It is easy, isn’t it, to follow familiar routines and see familiar faces,
and whilst there is something comfortable about the familiar, the Bible tells us that God’s mercies
are “new every morning”. This suggests to me that every day has the potential to offer something
refreshing, something joyful, something challenging, and that in order to experience life in all its
fullness, we have to have the courage to move beyond the familiar to have our lives enhanced by
the unexpected or the unusual.
Because there is nothing usual about God. The Anglican church may be familiar in its traditions,
possibly old fashioned in its views, but God is a radical—loving the unlovely, forgiving the
unforgivable, welcoming the unwelcome. And he is a God who wants the best for us, “life in all its
fullness”. He sacrificed his son that we might know him and the fresh, exciting, full life that he has
for us. So may you have the courage to move away from the familiar, to find your life blessed by
the unusual; may you have the courage to look at life differently in order to appreciate the new and
unexpected; and may you have the courage to look beyond the traditional image of church, to find
the God who loves you and who is waiting.
— Rev Em Coley
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Services in July
Sun 1st

9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 8th 9:30 am Holy Communion
followed by Hog Roast for Em’s last Sunday;
tickets £7 from Isabel Baggott
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 15th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 22nd 9:30 am Holy Communion
11:00 am All Age Service
6:30 pm Compline

Services in August
Sun 5th

9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 12th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 19th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 26th 9:30 am Holy Communion
11:00 am All Age Service to celebrate
the Holiday Club
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 29th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Songs of Praise
at St Swithun’s
Children’s Church
Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is a family
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
Freewave
Freewave, a group for ages 10+, meets at the vicarage at 9:25 am on the first and third Sundays of
the month. There will be no Freewave in August.
Craft Mornings
This month, the craft morning 10 am–12 noon
will be on Saturday 14th July—bring your
children (aged 4–11) and head home to enjoy the
weekend papers! There will be no Craft Morning
in August.
St Swithun’s Holiday Club
The St Swithun’s Holiday Club will run 10 am–
2:30 pm from Wednesday 22nd to Friday 24th
August. Booking forms are available at the back
of the church and from the School office.
Children’s church continues as usual throughout
August, but there will be no Freewave or Craft
Morning.
Goodbye, Em!
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES FOR JULY
1st 10:30 am Methodist Conference Sunday: Dr Julie Todd from Woodstock Methodist
Church. We pray for the Rev Adam Stevenson, a member of our Circuit staff, who
will be ordained at Truro Methodist Church today.
8th 10:30 am Action for Children Sunday: We welcome Derek Lyseight-Jones to talk about
Penhurst School, which looks after severely disabled children and young people,
and is a Methodist project we support.
6 pm

Circuit Farewell Service for Deacon Stephen Richardson and his wife Gillian to
be held at Rose Hill Methodist Church.

15th 10:30 am The Rev Bob Whorton, Chaplain of Sobell House, leads our Communion service.
22nd 10:30 am Simon Pillinger, the Student and Young People’s Worker from Wesley Memorial
Church.
29th 10:30 am Our own Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies together with Andrew Dunsdon
will lead our informal Café Style Worship, which will take an Olympic theme.
SERVICES FOR AUGUST
5th 10:30 am Sue Barratt, from Lime Walk Methodist Church, Headington.
12th 10:30 am Professor Ian Leck, from Woodstock Methodist Church.
19th 10:30 am The Rev Rosemary Davies leads our monthly Communion service.
26th 10:30 am Graham Kirby, from Kidlington Methodist Church.
MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge is held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. We next
meet on Wednesdays 18th July and 15th August at 10:30 am. Do come and join the residents for
30 minutes of informal worship. All are welcome.
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Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship: This newly-formed group meets at a different home each
month at 2:30 pm. We share a short time of Bible study and prayer together, followed by a cuppa.
In July we meet at 3 Cranbrook Drive on Tuesday 17th July; and in August we meet at 69 Upper
Road on Tuesday 21st August. If you would like more details about the group, please contact Dilys
Cale on 01865 739774.
MN8 (Monday Night at 8 pm): This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meetings take place on Mondays 2nd July and 6th
August at 8 pm. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
Come along and join the services held on Sundays 15th July & 19th August
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Person’s Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House
The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.
Coffee Morning—Tuesdays 10th July & 14th August in the Methodist Church from 10 am
onwards. Bring & Buy Stalls available. Enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The June
Coffee Morning raised £117.80.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available for bookings on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
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Sunday

9:15 am

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

11:15 am

– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday

6:30 pm

– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website. Go to On-line Archives at
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: Oxfordshire Rural Community Council News Bulletin; Cornerstone
Adults’ and Children’s Workshops; Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Finance, Planning, and
Amenities, according to availability).
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Kennington Parish path survey
Kennington Parish’s Path Warden, Jim Parke, surveys existing paths, and notes problems to report to
the County Council. Here is Jim’s fourth—and final—report. More information is available on-line
from www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/definitive-map-and-statement-online
Thirteen footpaths and one bridleway form the present Public Rights of Way (PROW) network in
the Parish of Kennington. The most important footpaths are those designated 263/10 and 263/8,
which form part of the 184 miles of the Thames National Trail as it winds through Kennington.
These two footpaths have a combined length of just over one mile. In contrast the shortest footpath
in Kennington is 263/16. This is only 10 metres long and forms a short connecting link from path
263/3 to Bagley Wood road, located some 96 metres north of the road junction with St Swithun’s
Road. This particular footpath must be one of the shortest PROW in the whole of Oxfordshire.
Twenty metres in length is path 263/7, which runs from the
parish council boundary at Sandford Lock, via the recently
improved footbridge over the Thames backwater as far as the
end of Sandford Lane at the Radley parish boundary.
As well as having one of the shortest footpaths in the county,
Kennington’s only bridleway 263/14—30 metres from Boars
Hill Road connecting with Sunningwell’s Parish path 372/17—
could be one of the shortest. Unusually, the parish boundary here
between Kennington and Sunningwell runs across the middle of
a field. It is more usual for a parish boundary to follow a natural
feature of the ground, such as the edge of a wood or field, or
often a river or stream.
Probably the most interesting footpaths are 263/1 and 263/2.
Initially there was one footpath (263/1) running from
Kennington Road north-westwards to the woodland—Colley’s
Ladder East. However, when Upper Road and its associated
Footpath 16:
residential development was built, the footpath was divided into
The
shortest
in the county?
two sections: the northern section from Upper Road to Colley’s
Ladder (designated 263/1) and the section from Upper Road to
Kennington Road (designated 263/2). The northern section now starts at 192 Upper Road, and
continues along the rear of the grounds behind the Methodist Church and alongside Edith Court. It
would appear that this section of the footpath has never officially been closed. However, it is
unlikely to be used, since it has a dead-end when it meets the woodland at Colley’s Ladder. The last
remaining vestiges of the path can be seen on the north-western boundary of the grounds of Edith
Court. Finally footpath 263/5 from Poplar Grove (between 224 and 225) to Sandford Lane is
recorded in the November 1950 survey as having been given to Berkshire County Council by a Mr
J E Cammell. I have not been able to establish who Mr Cammell was or why he gave the land for
the footpath to the County Council.
The Oxfordshire County Council’s Countryside Service website provides a wealth of information.
The current Definitive Map published in December 2006 shows all the PROWs for every parish.
The website also has an Interactive Countryside Access Map which enables the user to view
Ordnance Survey maps on a computer, and to search for information on leisure walks and rides,
areas of open access land and public rights of way. It can also be used to report problems on the
PROW network. The website also has a list of circular walks: the nearest to Kennington starts from
the Redbridge Park and Ride and proceeds through the village of South Hinksey, over the A34
footbridge, up the Chiswell Valley to Chiswell Farm before returning via a bridleway that skirts the
Oxford Garden Centre.
— Jim Parke, jmh.parke@btinternet.com
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Parish Council Matters
June 2012 Meeting
Minutes available on-line. See page 9.

tree roots. The pavement also seems to be
suffering. The Council is in the process of
contacting the owner of this plot asking for the
long overdue maintenance work to be carried
out.

The walkers of the village will be pleased to
hear that Footpath 13, through Chandlings
Manor School has been re-opened, which is
great news for us all.

The Council maintains the grass cutting and
general tidying of this area, which, by the time
of printing will have been carried out for this
planned visit.

As promised in the March edition of the
Chronicle, the Oxford Conservation Volunteers
are returning to Kennington Pool on Sunday 5 th
August 2012.

On behalf of the Parish Council, I hope you
have a great summer, and that the holiday
feeling that was so evident at the recent
Diamond Jubilee celebrations continues
throughout the next few months. We hope to
see you on Sunday 5th August at the Kennington
Pool.

Chris Skepper, the Task Programmer, explained
that the plan in August will be to remove
overhanging branches at the southern end of the
pool and build another otter holt at the northern
end. They will be bringing their waders because
of the need to get in the water.
Any volunteers who would like to come along
will be very welcome, as always. If you are
interested in getting involved you need to be at
the Kennington Pool at 9:45 am. Chris will kick
off the day’s toil with a short but vital safety
briefing. However if you find this is just too
early on a Sunday morning for you—you will
still be welcome to muck in and help later
during the day whenever you turn up.
The grass cutting in the village and cemetery
seems to have caused some comment over late.
The main reason, the Parish Council has been
told, is due to the weather—it has been so wet
that grass cuttings have remained on the grass
making it even wetter and more difficult to cut
the next time. Now that there have been several
cuts made, this situation should improve.
During last month it was so wet that a
programmed cut had to be cancelled.
Several residents have reported on the state of
the amenity area in Colley Wood. The trees are
overhanging the adjacent property, with the
concrete slabs raising some 2” in parts due to

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council
Dates of Council Meetings
July & August 2012
All meetings are normally held in the
Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday 7th July, 10–11 am
Saturday Office (no office in August)
Thursday 12th July, 7:30 pm
Kennington Parish Council Meeting
(no meeting in August)
Tuesdays 10th & 31st July, 21st August, 8 pm
Planning Committee Meeting
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan as it has only 21 days to
send in its comments. Therefore please
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you
receive notification to ensure the Parish
Council members are aware of any neighbour
objections. Plans can be viewed by
arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
To contact the clerk write or call
20 Kennington Road, 01865 421126
kennington.pc@ntlworld.com

Reminder: The Chronicle has no August edition
Join us again in September!
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Annual Garden Competition 2012
Kennington Parish Council
The Annual Garden Competition will be judged on Saturday 14th July
Preliminary Judging will take place on Friday 13th July from 6 pm
— Peter Biggs, Chairman: Kennington Parish Council

Kennington Library Newsletter
Join up and enjoy these free, fun-filled
holiday adventures at Kennington Library!
This summer, Oxfordshire Libraries are taking part in
Story Lab, the national Summer Reading Challenge as
part of the Cultural Olympiad for the Olympics.
We had an excellent result (72% of medals awarded) in
last year’s children summer reading challenge, and we are
hoping to have the same success if not better this year! So we have great events planed for the
younger readers, but we need some help from our adult readers too (page 29)!
Although we are focusing on children’s reading, we also cater for the adult reader. So why not try
your own challenge this summer, six books from different authors over 10 weeks. The poor weather
this spring resulted in fewer visits to the library, so I hope to see more of you this summer.
Events this July and August
➢

Go for Gold this summer at Kennington Library!
Story Lab is coming to Kennington Library from 14 th July to 15th September. Go on a reading
journey across the globe to recover three lost items. During your exciting journey, collect a 3D
Story Lab model, stickers and prizes as you read six books, making your way to the Olympic park
for your prizes and Gold medal!
Start the adventure by joining at our Story Time World Experiment…

➢

Story Time World Experiment, Saturday 21st July, 10:30 am–12:30 pm
You will be able to enjoy stories and food from round the world, including M G Harris, who will
tell you Mayan legends that inspired the Joshua Files Books.

➢

August Story Time & Craft, Wednesday 29th August, 11 am–12 noon
All events are free.
Please book a place at the library.
Children under 10 years old must be accompanied by an adult.

➢

The Medal award ceremony will be held Saturday 22nd September, 1:30 pm. More in the
September newsletter.
Look out for fantastic new books, exciting puzzles and fun activities at Kennington Library.
There is also a brilliant interactive website at www.story-lab.org.uk.
Don’t forget our usual Rhymetime for babies and toddlers on Wednesday 17 th July, 10:45–
11:15. Seasonal song and rhymes in English and French.
We look forward to seeing you—Have a Great Summer!
— Dominique Henderson, 01865 730763, kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Macmillan Cancer Support
All proceeds from the Methodist Coffee Morning in September this year
will be donated to Macmillan Cancer Support
Please come and join us to help this worthy cause!
Methodist Church Upper Road
Tuesday 11th September 2012, 10 am onwards
Raffle — Cakes — Bring & Buy — Refreshments

Kennington Overseas Aid
First of all, a big thank you to all those people who helped to man the stalls run jointly by KOA and
St Swithun’s Church at the Jubilee Fête, and to those valiant people who braved the torrential rain
to help serve tea and cakes at the rather soggy Jubilee picnic. Thank you too, to everyone who
patronised our stalls and helped us on our way to our target in aid of Lunch4Learning. I hope very
much that a good time was had by all at these events.
We have plenty to keep you entertained in July too, with several musical events.
At 7:30 pm on Friday 6th and Saturday 7th July, Kennington United Choirs will be presenting
Gilbert and Sullivan’s The Sorcerer in the Methodist Church Hall. This is always a very popular
and most enjoyable event, so turn up early to get a seat, as space is limited. There are no tickets, but
there will be a Coin and Note Collection.
We have another concert for you at 6 pm on Friday 13th July in the Village Centre, when Kids for
KOA will entertain you with music and dance. Admission is £3 for adults, with accompanied
children free, and there will be refreshments. Please come along and support the young people of
Kennington, who always put on a terrific show.
Finally, Kennington (Oxford) Band will play at a Tea Party in the grounds of St Swithun’s
Church at 3 pm on Sunday 22nd July. Tickets are £5 for adults, and £4 for children and seniors.
With a bit of luck, by then we’ll have forgotten our wet May and June, and be enjoying blazing
sunshine. But if it does rain we’ll retreat into the shelter of the church and church hall.
Right at the end of the month, on Monday 30th July, the KOA Shop opens. For anyone new to
Kennington, this is our charity shop, which will run for three weeks this year in St Swithun’s
church hall. Because of the shorter run we will open for slightly longer hours each week:
• Mondays–Fridays
• Saturdays
• Tuesday & Thursday evenings

10 am–12:30 pm and 2–4:30 pm
10 am–12:30 pm
6–8 pm

We’ll be setting up the shop on Sunday 29th July, so turn out your unwanted good-quality goods of
all kinds (except knives and other sharp objects, mains electrical goods and large items of
furniture), and bring them along from noon on that day. And, from Monday 30 th, come along and
buy bargain books, DVDs, clothes, household textiles, kitchen equipment, shoes, handbags,
etc. You’ll be surprised what you’ll find.
And don’t forget, every penny you spend will go to support Lunch4Learning’s work helping feed
schoolchildren in Uganda.
Sylvia Vetta (739071)
KOA Chairman

www.koa.org.uk

Marilyn Farr (326519)
Vice Chairman

Cover photographs…
… With thanks to Roger Gelder and Lisa Scott-Russell.
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Kennington History Society
In May almost 60 members and visitors attended the Society’s event at the Methodist Church, when
Graham Sutherland gave a talk entitled, ‘Curious Clerics & Dastardly Doctors’. Although
Graham had some problems with his slides, nevertheless it was still a very enjoyable evening.
As this report is being prepared members are awaiting the visit of local historian
Brian Moylan, who is to give an illustrated talk on a subject that should be of
great local interest: ‘The Story of the Development of the MG’. Report next
month. This will the last Talk before the summer break.
Also as we go to press efforts are being made to arrange a repeat of last year’s
successful Local History Walk on Sunday
15th July entitled ‘The Search for Oxford’s Medieval
Walk’. Details from the Chairman on 01865 739208.
The History Society resumes its events
programme following the summer
recess on Monday 17th September in
the Methodist Church, when Bert
Prigeon will tell us about origins of
‘Oxfordshire Place Names’.
Kennington History Society talks are
free to members with visitors welcome at £2:50.
As previewed in reports over the last few months, this year’s coach visit is to the ancient Roman
town of St Albans in Hertfordshire, and is scheduled for Thursday 20th September.
St Albans has the second-largest Cathedral in the United Kingdom (only Winchester is larger) with
much of its present architecture dating from Norman times. Also of interest is the striking Clock
Tower, built by the townsfolk in the early 1400’s with a climb to the top affording wonderful views
of the City. As Verulamium, it was the third largest City in Roman Britain and there are many
Roman remains to be seen. Verulamium was set ablaze in AD 61 by Boadicea, the Queen of British
Iceni Tribe, who led an uprising against the occupying forces. It was later rebuilt.
Another of the City’s claims to fame is the record number of Public Houses; and for those into
retail therapy, there is a good mix of the large chain stores and the small independents.
As usual the coach will be picking up from the village bus stops (west side) starting at Manor
Grove at 9:30 am and returning to Kennington at about 7:00 pm. The cost this time will be £10 for
Members and £12 for Non-Members. You can book one of the remaining places on the bus by
contacting either the Chairman on 01865 739208 or the Treasurer on 01865 730321.
George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District United Church Choirs will be performing The Sorcerer by Gilbert
& Sullivan on Friday 6th & Saturday & 7th July in the Kennington Methodist Church Hall at
7:30 pm. Entrance is free, but a collection will be taken for our Overseas Aid Project of
Lunch4Learning.
Our Principals include Katie Nye, Marilyn Moore, Wendy Lewis, Charlotte Elkins, Kevin Pope Joe
Haynes, Peter Wright, Andrew Moore and Bert Branker. The accompanist will be Nia Williams, and
the conductor Trevor Cowlett. As always, come in good time for a seat and remember our audience
numbers are restricted to 75. Whatever you do, don’t miss it!
We look forward to seeing you.
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Jubilee weekend
I’m sure those of you who came to the celebrations on Forest Side enjoyed the occasion.
The Fête on Saturday was a real community gathering and it was heartening to see so many people
enjoying the fun. It was also great to have Trevor Cowlett MBE open the event. The Juggler who
turned up a day early (!) entertained all ages with his array of equipment. The village stalls did
good trade and over £3,000 was
raised
for
the
various
organisations. No Fête is
complete without a band, and
Kennington Band did us proud
with their performance during the
afternoon. Allied to a band is a
Tea Tent, and the ladies in the
marquee were doing a roaring
trade with queues for their
excellent teas and cakes.
The Dance and Pig Roast in the
evening was a great success with
Velvet
Tones
and
Shine
providing the live music, and Greg Parrott fronting with his Disco. Over 250 people managed to
pack in the marquee with groups outside also enjoying the event. There is nowhere in the world but
Britain when people will stand patiently in a queue in the rain to get their beer and food.
The Fireworks fell victim of the weather and had to be cancelled. The Parish Council had
considered arranging another evening but felt it difficult to find a convenient date, and has instead
decided to let the Scouts use them for their display in November.
Sunday morning brought rain but we were determined to carry on and although the external events
were cancelled we gathered in the marquee for Kids games and more tea and cake.
The weekend concluded with the Ecumenical Church service conducted by all the village Clergy
and ably supported by Kennington Band.
I thank all of the team that were involved with the planning and execution of the weekend. We held
our first meeting last November and the success of the event was due to the commitment and
dedication of this group. Special mention to Anne Feather, our new Parish Clerk, who only started
as Clerk in February but coordinated all the paperwork with so many suppliers and organisations
that made the event successful.
Well done everybody!
— Peter Biggs

Giant moles at work?
Not quite! A team of dedicated volunteers from the church and community.
The plan: a Contemplative Garden space at the entrance to St Swithun’s Church Grounds. Like
all gardening projects, it takes time. We meet most 3 rd Saturday mornings to do our dastardly work
in the grounds around the church.
If you are passing by, do pop in and give us encouragement. Our aim is to convert this massive
space at the heart of the village into a beautiful and wildlife-friendly place for all to enjoy. If you
are interested in any way, do phone me.
— Rosey Hollinrake, 01865 327969
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Keeping our summer holidays mess-free
The summer holidays will be upon us soon. Time for sun, vacation… and dirty shoes and carpets!
Please remember to bring dog bags when you walk your dog, use them when your dog makes a
mess—and don’t leave them lying around the village!
Some people have told me of their distress at finding other people’s dog bags or mess in their
hedges, gardens, and even their recycling bins. Please take your dog bag with you and dispose
of it responsibly.
For your convenience, Kennington has a number of dog bins located around the village; you
may also place the mess in your black garbage bin (not your neighbour’s!), provided you
wrap the mess securely.
Let’s keep Kennington the clean and beautiful place that it is!

News from St Swithun’s School
We celebrated the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee with a red, white and blue picnic; luckily
the weather was fine and we had a great afternoon. Each class elected a king and a
queen using criteria that each class thought were important characteristics of a good
leader, and they were crowned at the start of the picnic.
The children created portraits of the
queen, and some of these were
displayed in the front entrance. A
representative picture from each year
group was entered into a national
competition.
Through out the year children across
the school have been out and about in
the local area and beyond to extend
their learning. Year 6 visited Osmington Bay in Dorset for a week in October; Years 5 and 6
Cadbury’s World in the Spring term; Year 4 Kilvrough Manor in South Wales for a week; Years
3 and 4 the Ashmolean Museum; Years 1 and 2 Kassam Stadium, and spent a day at Hill End
Camp; and the Foundation stage pupils visited the Museum of Modern Art and the Natural
History Museum as well as going out to Forest School each week.
Learning through first hand experience is so important at all ages so I am pleased to say that all of
our children have benefited from these experiences this year.
We also have a commitment to ensure that every child takes part in some form of performance each
year. Sometimes it could be a sharing assembly for parents or it could be a play like our Christmas
Nativities, the Year 3/ 4 musical Peacechild or the Year 5/ 6 musical Going for Gold.
We have worked closely with our local church to support the Christian ethos of the school but have
also given children a chance to understand other religions, helping them to grow as tolerant
citizens.
We have used our new Food Technology room to the full with children of all ages cooking and
learning about healthy diets. Year 6 pupils all planned and cooked a three course meal, which they
served to invited staff members over the course of the year.
OFSTED came before Christmas and recognised all of the hard work that had been going on in
school, saying: “This is a good and improving school. Pupils, parents and carers, with whom it
engages well, hold it in high regard… pupils are eager to learn, enjoy attending and behave well.”
(OFSTED 2011) … overall we have had a very good year!
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Goodbye to Jill Evans
This school year says goodbye to St Swithun’s School Head Teacher Jill Evans,
who will be replaced next year by Helen Atkinson. Here is Mrs Evans’s farewell.
I started teaching 1968 and my love of this job has in no way diminished—
although successive government initiatives have tested that to the limit!
I have often thought how lucky I have been to have a job that I enjoy going to
every day, and my 15 years here in Kennington have only served to reinforce
that feeling. The pupils and the staff have changed in those years but I have
been excited by the achievements and successes of every new group or staff
member.
There have been some characters whose memory will always bring a smile to
my face or a shake of the head, but mainly there have been fantastic children
and supportive parents whom I shall always remember.
I have worked alongside some outstandingly good teachers in that time, none
more so than the present staff who are a committed and loyal group who share my vision and
passion for making St Swithun’s an outstanding place for children to be educated.
I guess September is going to be the hardest month—not coming back to a new school year and not
having the anticipation of the school year ahead—however I will have other things to look forward
to and they will challenge and excite me in a completely different way.
I wish my successor Helen Atkinson every success. I have already spoken to her about what a great
place to work she is coming to, so all that remains is for me to thank everyone for my time in
Kennington whether I worked with you as a pupil, parent, staff member, governor or in some other
way.
Thank you and goodbye.

Kennington4Fairtrade Village Update
At the start of 2012 the Fairtrade Foundation set a target of 1½ million ‘additional
steps’ to be taken by the Nation in favour of Fairtrade products and promotions.
On the afternoon of the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations parishioners were able to
sample Fairtrade cakes and cookies; take away a recipe for those they especially
enjoyed; take away Fairtrade bananas (courtesy of Waitrose) ; take away boxes of
tea bags (courtesy of Clipper); enter a free raffle for £30 of Fairtrade goods from our local Co-op;
and make a pledge, if they so wished, to buy at least one additional Fairtrade product in 2012.
Seventy four people pledged and those cards have now been sent to the Fairtrade Foundation HQ in
London to add to the National figure, which we hope will total 1½ million before December 2012.
A big thank-you to all the villagers who continue to support Fairtrade and who supported this great
afternoon of celebration!
For further details see www.fairtrade.org.uk or www.kennington.org/organisations/K4Fairtrade/

Answers to the Fun Run Quiz
1. Maize. 2. Seeds. 3. Porridge. 4. Giraffe. 5. Flour. 6. Chimpanzee. 7. Starling. 8. Papyrus.
9. Gorilla. 10. Butterfly. 11. 19%. 12. Fern. 13. Seven. 14. Parrott. 15. Buffalo. 16. Waterfall.
17. Pelican.
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Kennington Link WI
June Meeting
The President, Ann Coulter, welcomed members. The meeting began with business
matters, which included the following items. We were sorry to hear that Joan Bowen
Thomas, a long standing member, was in hospital—a card bearing our best wishes had
been sent to her. The President had attended the Annual Kennington Parish Meeting, at which The
Honorary Freeman of Kennington Award was made to Mr Ted Perkins. The WI will reach its
Centenary in 2015, and after discussion on how we would like this to be celebrated a Questionnaire
was completed and will be returned to the NFWI.
The NFWI Annual Draw tickets were available, and although they were not sold at the meeting, we
were invited to take books home and purchase them at a later date.
The Sales Table was organised by Mrs Perella and Mrs Fanning. Members had contributed
generously and enjoyed choosing their preferred bargains.
A talk on The History of the Lifeboat Service, together with graphic slides, was given by Mr
Trevor Woods. The Lifeboat Service was founded in 1825 when the loss of ships and cargo
carrying imports and exports, to say nothing of the loss of lives of crews and passengers, was
increasing with the spread of trade between Britain and the rest of the world. The boats progressed
through the years from sail to steam, motor-driven by petrol and now diesel engines. The crews are
all volunteers, and the service is maintained by Public Support, collections, and legacies.
Mrs Joyce Leach thanked Mr Woods for a fascinating talk by an enthusiastic, good speaker.
We next meet on Wednesday 4th July to hear Renata Calvery speak on “A Jewish Childhood in
Wartime Poland”.
THERE WILL BE A COFFEEE MORNING
WEDNESDAY 1st AUGUST, 10 am–12 noon
Bring your friends and neighbours—all are welcome

Kennington Festival Group
‘Here we are again happy as can be all good pals and jolly good company’
And if you don’t believe it come and join us on Monday afternoon and see for yourself.
We hope you enjoyed the Jubilee celebrations… Two of our members sold
approximately 170 ice cream cornets at the fête and made £155. Thank you everyone
who bought one. The Group also thanks the Parish Council and all the people who
helped organise and run the events both days. Shame about the weather but nothing stops the
indomitable British.
You will have missed our Strawberry and Cream tea on the 25 th but we will be pleased to see you at
our next meetings, which are as follows.
The next meetings are on the following Mondays in the Village Hall.
9th & 30th July

Please note no meeting 23rd July

13th & 27th August
10th September
Arrive 1:45–2 pm and finish 3:45–4 pm. Tea and cakes served at 3:30 pm.
We have a brilliant team of volunteer drivers, so if you require transport or need more information
please ring me.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Apple Café
Thursdays 10 am–12:30 pm
St Swithun’s Church Hall
Very good atmosphere and excellent coffee!
A nice place to be, nice food and good service!
full of happy faces and just a really nice environment to be in!
A great place to come in with the kids—they play while I drink coffee!
Lovely cuppa and refill! Plus very tasty cake.
These are quotes from customers at Apple Café, Kennington’s own community café. Apple Café is
open for business on Thursday mornings, 10 am–12:30 pm in St Swithun’s Church Hall. We
provide a relaxing café environment for the people of Kennington. We have toys, newspapers and
magazines, and a very warm welcome from our wonderful team of volunteers.
Our delicious cakes are supplied by a Kennington business, Sue’s Cakes. We have a range of
healthy Fairtrade snacks from a local supplier and allergy-free products. We serve hot and cold
drinks (Fairtrade), including cafetière coffee.
The café is co-ordinated by a voluntary steering group. We are working to grow a café that is
sustainable, both financially and in terms of its volunteer team, with a vision to expand beyond
Thursday mornings. Proceeds are ploughed back into the café’s services.
If you would like to hear more through our regular email update (or a paper copy) or would like to
explore volunteering at the café, you can contact us on 01865 326641 or at info@applecafe.co.uk.
And finally… do come and give the café a try. Whether meeting with friends, neighbours or family,
getting out with your toddler or baby, or seeking some quiet space just to be, the café provides a
relaxed space. We look forward to welcoming you.
— The Apple Café Team

Did you spend your childhood in another country?
If Yes, please share your knowledge with our local children!
As Kennington Library’s contribution to the Cultural Olympiad, we are planning an International
Story Time Experiment to kick off the Story Lab—our summer reading challenge. The
Experiment (page 14) will take place in the Kennington Village Hall, Saturday 21st July,
10:30 am–12:30 pm.
The idea is for the children to experience the excitement of travelling a round the world in one
room over two hours.
Can you help? Were you brought up in another country in Europe?
Asia? Africa? The Americas? Australasia? Would you be willing to
share a short story?
We are looking for many people who spent their childhood in countries
other than England. We would love you to share a typical story, myth,
poem, rhyme or song in English or even in your native language, or
bring a plate of food representative of your country.
Maybe you have a flag, postcard or photo of you as child in your
native country that you can lend to us for the day. Traditional or typical dress would be very
welcome too.
If so, please let me know! As soon as possible, please, or by Saturday 14th July at the latest.
Many thanks for your help from me and my staff on behalf of all the children that will attend.
— Mrs Dominique Henderson, Library Manager,
01865 730763, kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre
You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
Please help us to help all our patients by providing us with a minimum of 48 hours notice for repeat
prescriptions. Please remember that we do not work on Saturdays or Sundays so if you leave your
prescription with us on Friday afternoon it will not be ready for collection on Monday morning.
There is a handy reminder leaflet available from the front desk which clearly indicates when your
prescription will be ready depending on when you submitted it.
Requests for repeat prescriptions via email: Again, please allow 48 working hours for these requests
to be processed. We print off all emails at around about 12 noon each day. If you submit a request
online after that time it will not be printed and processed until the next working day.
We are often asked why we cannot accept all requests for repeat prescriptions over the telephone.
The answer is that we have to ensure that the lines are kept as free as possible for patients who may
require urgent access to book an appointment or talk to a doctor. We therefore restrict telephone
requests to those aged over 65 or housebound. It would also help all our patients if such requests
are made after 10 am when the telephone lines are quieter. If you are unable to drop your request
into the health centre during the working day you can use our online request facility or drop the
request through our letter box, and we will pick these up the next working day.
We are unable to offer blood tests in the afternoons or on a Friday, because of the need to get the
samples to the hospital on time for testing.
A growing number of our patients are telling us how pleased they are with the facility to have a
telephone consultation with a GP. This service provides a quick and easy way to discuss immediate
concerns so that you may be given advice, reassurance or medication until a routine appointment
can be arranged for you if still necessary. Please consider asking for a telephone consultation if you
feel that you cannot wait until the next available face to face appointment.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net

Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243
Can Man and Wildlife live Side by Side?
… That’s what I have been exploring in depth recently.
My wildlife gardening company sponsored the Sunningwell
Festival, a music and arts festival, 1st–10th June.
The main stage was constructed within the village pond. We not
only gave talks about wildlife gardening, but also recorded some
material for our wildlife radio programme, Going Wild with
Wildlife, on Radio Cherwell, every Wednesday, 1:30–2pm. Our
recordings explore the idea of man coexisting with nature as long a
little consideration takes place. Please listen live via the Radio Cherwell website and give your
comments, whether you agree or disagree. Some of the recordings are also available to hear via the
Sunningwell Festival website.
I however feel our gardens, streets and even the countryside are synthetic. What we see as
traditional English countryside is a product of thousands of years of farming and management.
But having said that, if we manage it wisely, wildlife will still come.
At previous Sunningwell Festivals the ducks quacked along to the singer, perhaps something to do
with the resonance. It will be interesting to explore.
Listen in to our recordings—they should be good. Happy Gardening!
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Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: July 2012

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events
Tuesday 17th July to Sunday 22nd July: Floriade Dutch Holiday
This holiday remains full with a waiting list.
Saturday 11th August:
Coach Outing to Webb’s of Wychbold Garden Centre and Spetchley Gardens Worcestershire
Three miles from Worcester, Spetchley Park Gardens has remained largely unaltered in the last
century. Spetchley is a 30-acre Victorian paradise belonging to Mr and Mrs John Berkeley, and has
been created by successive generations of the Berkeley family. It boasts an enviable collection of
plant treasures from every corner of the globe. It is a garden of contrasts, where formal clipped
hedges, rose beds and sweeping lawns meet tumbling herbaceous borders and walls festooned with
rampant climbers, and where winding paths lead you from the quintessentially English to the
unmistakably Mediterranean. (Extract from web site.)
The coach will depart from Manor Grove at 8:45 am calling at bus stops through the village. Our
first stop will be Webb’s Garden Centre at Wychbold near Droitwich. This is an exceptionally large
garden centre with a riverside garden adjacent to it (admission free). There is a good restaurant. The
coach will depart Webb’s at approximately 1:30 pm for arrival at Spetchley at 2 pm. Projected
departure at 4:30 pm for arrival in Kennington 6–6:30 pm. The all-inclusive cost is £18 per person
payable at the time of booking. Bookings can be made with the treasurer on 730961.
Saturday 8th September: Village Centre 2:15 pm
Annual show of fruit flowers & vegetables, with children’s classes, photography and handicrafts.
Full details in the September Chronicle.

Unexpected school visitor
On Tuesday 29th May, St Swithun’s School received an
unexpected visitor in the form of a hot-air balloon. The
Virgin balloon landed in the school field, having decided
that this would be a safe place to land!
Thank you to Margaret Biggs for the photographs.
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Jack and Jill Club
Jack and Jill Club has been running in Kennington for almost 25 years, providing children and
babies with the opportunity to enjoy songs, rhymes and instruments with an adult. For all that time I
have been involved with it, initially helping out, then running it as the tutor. The time has now
come for me to retire and I would like to thank the several hundred children and adults who have
supported Jack and Jill Club and participated over the years, and for all the music and fun we have
enjoyed together. I shall still be involved with the Library Rhymetimes with Dominique, our
Librarian, on the third Wednesday morning of the month.
I am delighted that I am leaving Jack and Jill Club in the very capable hands of Claire Naylor.
Claire is a Kennington resident who is well known as a music teacher and as a mum at St Swithun’s
School. The club will continue to run on Friday mornings with two sessions, one for babies and one
for older pre-school children. Please continue to support for Kennington’s own valuable local
activity. If you would like to know more about the sessions for September, look out for more details
in the September Kennington Chronicle, or contact Claire at the club, on 01865 435144 or email
claire@grahamnaylor.com.
Best wishes to all past and present Jack and Jill Club members, and happy singing, dancing and
playing music to you all. Long may Jack and Jill Club continue to flourish!
— Isobel Birse

Kennington Women’s Institute
June Meeting
Our President welcomed everyone to our Founders’ Day Party including our guests
Jean Mundy and Christine Ravenscroft from Kennington Link WI.
The two long tables looked very colourful with their bright tablecloths and small
Union Jacks as table decorations. Jean Holt had provided a pretty rose corsage for
everyone there. They did look good pinned to our lapels.
The buffet was splendid: quiche, sausage rolls, cheese crusty bread and plenty more. The desserts
were wonderful—strawberry trifle, rhubarb crumble, fruit salad and meringues. All provided by our
Committee who worked very hard to produce this feast.
While we were having our coffee, Christine Whild entertained us with readings of some of her own
poems and she played the piano for us. We joined in the singing of some of the old songs such as
Look For The Silver Lining and Just An Old Fashioned Girl, and we finished with God Save The
Queen in honour of the Diamond Jubilee.
Why not join us next month at our meeting on 11 th July in the Village Centre at 7:15 pm. The talk
will be History of Teddy Bears, to be given by Bess Harris. We look forward to seeing you then.

Jackdaws of Kennington
Along the Avenue from the school to the Church, you can usually see a few and
sometimes up to two dozen jackdaws, working their way along the grass verges,
pecking out the insects for food.
“Jackdaws usually nest in colonies in cavities of trees, cliffs or ruined and
sometimes inhabited buildings, usually in chimneys, and even in dense conifers.”
They are also notorious for stealing jewellery!
When disturbed, these birds seem to fly south—but to where?
I am curious—we have a jackdaw colony nesting somewhere around Kennington but
does anyone know where for certain? If you know, please email me!
— Roger Gelder, roger.gelder@ntlworld.com
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Village Diary
July
Wed
Fri
Sat
Sat
Mon

4
6
7
7
9

Tue

10

Wed 11
Thu 12
Fri 13
Sun

15

Tue
Wed
Sun
Sat

17
18
22
28

Mon 30
Tue

Methodist Hall

2:15 pm

Kennington United Choirs: The Sorcerer

Methodist Hall

7:30 pm

Parish Council Office
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting
Kids for KOA: Music & Dance £3
K. History Society Walk: Oxford’s Medieval Walls

10–11 am
2:30 pm
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
6 pm

Kennington Horticultural Trip to Floriade
Short Service
KOA Band Concert and Tea Party
Kennington Cancer Fund: Summer Fête

Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Oxford
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Belgium
Edith Court Lounge
St Swithun’s Church
St Swithun’s Church

KOA Shop—OPENS

St Swithun’s Church Hall

Service

Festival Group
31 Parish Council Planning

Wed 1
Sat 11
Mon 13
Tue 14
Sun

Kennington Link WI

19

Tue 21
Wed 22
Mon 27

Village Centre
Village Centre

August
No Parish Council Meeting or Office this month.
Kennington Link WI Coffee Morning
Methodist Hall
Kennington Horticultural Coach
Spletchley Gardens, Worcs.
Festival Group: Lunch
Village Centre
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Methodist Hall
Mon Choisy
Service
Kirlena House
Parish Council Planning
Village Centre
Short Service
Edith Court Lounge
Festival Group
Village Centre

3 pm
3:45 pm
5 days
10:30 am
3 pm
2 pm
10 am–12 noon
2–4:30 pm
Tue–Thu 6-8 pm
2:30 pm
8 pm

10 am–12 noon
2:30 pm
10 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
8 pm
10:30 am
2:30 pm

September
Sat
1 Parish Council Office
Mon 10 Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Tue 11
Parish Council Planning
Thu 13 Parish Council Meeting
Sun

16 Service

Wed 19 Short Service
Mon 24 Festival Group

Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre

10–11 am
2:30 pm
10 am
8 pm
7:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
10:30 am
2:30 pm

The Village Diary is in the Post Office. Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
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