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A New Era
After three years, sadly, the Rev Em Coley has left St Swithun’s for a new post as Priest in Charge
of St Leonards in Sandridge and Associate Diocesan Director of Ordinands in the St Albans
Diocese.
St Swithun’s has been revitalised under her charge; several young families have joined, the
congregation has increased and many children have joined in the Children’s Church activities. The
church doors are always open and the grounds are now a welcoming and peaceful place in which to
sit.
We hope that St Swithun’s will continue to grow under the care of our Priest in Charge, Pam
McKellen, who together with the team at Radley ensure that our services and the other care of the
Parish continues as before.
Services in September
Sun 2nd 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Refresh
Sun 9th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 16th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 23rd 9:30 am Holy Communion
11:30 am All Age Service
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 30th 9:30 am Holy Communion
Harvest Celebration followed
by Bring & Share Lunch
6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church
Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is an All Age
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
Freewave
Freewave, a group for ages 10+, meets at the vicarage at 9:25 am on the first and third Sundays of
the month.
Craft Mornings
This month, the craft morning 10 am–12 noon will be on Saturday 8th September—bring your
children (aged 4–11) and head home to enjoy the weekend papers!
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER
2nd
The beginning of a new Methodist year.
10:30 am We welcome Professor Ian Leck from Woodstock.
9th

Racial Justice Sunday
10:30 am We welcome Mike Trinder from Kidlington.

16th 10:30 am The Rev David Bull, a Supernumerary Minister, leads our Communion Service.
6:30 pm We join our friends from St Swithun’s and the Good Shepherd Church for
Evening Prayer at the Good Shepherd Church led by Father Paul King.
23rd 10:30 am We welcome Heidi Cottrell from Wesley Memorial Church.
30th

Harvest Festival & Café Church
10:30 am An informal style of worship to mark the season of Harvest and the climax of our
Harvest Home celebrations (see page 37).

MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge is held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. We next
meet on Wednesday 19th September at 10:30 am. Do come and join the residents for 30 minutes
of informal worship. All are welcome.
Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship: This newly-formed group meets at a different home each
month at 2:30 pm. We share a short time of Bible study and prayer together, followed by a cuppa.
We next meet on Tuesday 25th to continue our study of the Philippians. If you would like more
details about the group, please contact Dilys Cale on 01865 739774 for details of where we are
meeting this month.
MN8 (Monday Night at 8 pm): This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 3rd at 8 pm. Further
details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
Come along and join the services held on Sunday 16th.
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Person’s Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House
The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.
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Coffee Morning—Tuesday 11th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring & Buy
Stalls available. Enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The July Coffee Morning raised
£80.10, and the August Coffee Morning raised £106.50.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available for bookings on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Churches Together in Kennington
Every time I go away on holiday there always seems so much to
do to get ready and to ensure that everything has been taken care
of, whether it’s asking the next door neighbour to check the post
or ensuring the plants in the garden get watered (not that I’ve had
that particular problem this Summer!).
Sometimes I’m tempted to think that going away on holiday isn’t worth the effort, but deep down I
know it is. We all need to take some quality time to do something different or to give ourselves
space to think about things in a new way.
There was a tremendous amount of preparation needed before the Olympics Games took place. So,
many people ensured that everything was in order. The general consensus seems to be that in spite
of the hard work it was well worth it. As the memory of those Games begin to disappear, the nation
is left to ponder the possible legacy of the Games. Will life resume its normal, familiar pattern, or
has the Olympic spirit inspired people to work and play together? Have the Games and the
subsequent Paralympic Games engendered a new sense of building community?
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Christians hold on to the vision that we are all created in God’s image and likeness whatever the
colour of our skin, the language we speak or the physical condition of our human bodies. We are
one race—the human race—and therefore, as the Apostle Paul reminds us, we are ‘to love one
another as sisters and brothers should and have a profound respect for each other’ (Romans 12:10).
We sin against God when we turn away from a stranger’s suffering, believing it doesn’t affect us;
we deny God when we prejudge another person, seeing ethnic or religious differences as something
to fear or distrust. We turn our back on God’s love when we don’t appreciate the richness that the
diversity of people brings to our lives.
I truly believe that when we understand each other’s point of view, we broaden our horizons, our
lives become less insular and we are changed as a result. Moreover, if we want a civilised society to
survive, we need to have a global perspective. It might mean hard work but it is certainly worth it!
— Rev Rosemary Davies
Update
Since May, an ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship has been meeting in the homes of various Church
members each month on a Tuesday at 2:30 pm. We normally begin with a short time of Bible study
looking at Paul’s letter to the Philippians, then pray for local and world concerns, and finish with a
lovely cuppa prepared by the host! If you would like more details about the group or feel you
would like to host one of these meetings, please contact Mrs Dilys Cale on 01865 739774.
The Churches Together Committee next meets on Thursday 20 th September at 7:30 pm at the
Methodist Church, Upper Road. If you have any items you would like the Church representatives to
discuss please contact Mr Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
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Kennington History Society
In June the History Society had a visit from Brian Moylan, an ex-employee of MG at Abingdon,
who gave an interesting illustrated talk, ‘The Story of the Development of the MG’. Brian’s talk
covered not only the early development by Morris Motors of the MG Sports Car but also MG’s
success in motor racing and the related outstanding achievements of the Abingdon-based Mini
Cooper in the Monte Carlo Rally.
During the Society’s summer break there was a local history
walk, which was Part Two of last year’s successful event, ‘The
Search for Oxford’s Medieval Walk’. It was led again by Roger
Gelder and George Ross, on this occasion touring the western
side of the city. It commenced in Brewer Street, which has a
section of the wall on the
north side, progressing in a
clockwise
direction
following the line of the
medieval
fortifications
examining evidence of the
wall along the way, and
concluding with a private viewing at the best-preserved section
of the medieval wall in New College. ‘First time I’ve ever been
in the Turf Tavern without having a drink!’
‘this month’
The History Society resumes its events programme following the summer recess on Monday 17th
September at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church, when Bert Prigeon will tell us about the origins
of ‘Oxfordshire Place Names’.
‘next month’
The Society’s next event will be held on Monday 15th October at 7:45 pm in the Methodist
Church, when member and lifelong supporter of the local Girl Guide movement, Margaret Biggs,
will give Part Two of her story of ‘The Girl Guides in Kennington’.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.
As previewed in reports over the last few months, this year’s coach visit is to the ancient Roman
town of St Albans in Hertfordshire, scheduled for Thursday 20th September.
St Albans has the second-largest Cathedral in the United Kingdom (only Winchester is larger), with
much of its present architecture dating from Norman times. Also of interest is the striking Clock
Tower, built by the townsfolk in the early 1400s, with a climb to the top affording wonderful views
of the City. As Verulamium it was the third largest City in Roman Britain. There are many Roman
remains to be seen. Verulamium was set ablaze in 61 AD by Boadicea, the Queen of the British
Iceni Tribe, who led an uprising against the occupying forces. Verulamium was later rebuilt.
Another of the City’s claims to fame is the record number of Public Houses; and for those into
retail therapy, there is a good mix of large chain stores and small independents.
As usual the coach will pick up from the village bus stops (west side) starting at Manor Grove at
9:30 am and returning to Kennington at about 7 pm. The cost this time will be £10 for Members
and £12 for Non-Members. You can book one of the few remaining places on the bus by
contacting either the Chairman on 01865 739208 or the Treasurer on 01865 730321.
George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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Parish Council Matters
July 2012 Meeting
Minutes available on-line. See page 21.
Sadly the dry stone wall, part of The Links
Children’s Play area, was vandalised during
July leaving it exposing the maintaining wall
for the slide. The dry stone waller who
originally built it has been contacted. By the
time you read this, the wall should have been
rebuilt and be as good as new.
The Links Play area is also in need of a little
maintenance. Quotations have been sent out
and hopefully, and again should all have been
carried out and repaired by now.
Many of you I’m sure ‘dropped in’ to the
Thames Water information afternoon in the
Village Centre on 22nd August, regarding the
Flood Relief work for the beginning of
Kennington Road. This is planned for the week
commencing 29th October, when the main road
will be closed.
It was decided that a closure would be best as it
is the far safer option for the men working on
laying the two pipes across the road and far
quicker, too—to have traffic lights at the
project could have taken up to five weeks.
More on this relief scheme next month.
Despite the dreadful weather at the beginning
of August the Oxford Conservation Volunteers
came back to Kennington Pond to carry out
more conservation work.

Some 19 turned up on that Sunday morning,
working through thunder and lightning and
getting completely soaked.
They cut down many big willows that were
overhanging the water, concentrating on the
ones that couldn’t easily be reached from the
bank.
They also completed the second otter holt and
covered it with plenty of scrub, being really
pleased that the one built in January looks like
it is probably still there undisturbed.
There is more to do, so maybe, if you couldn’t
help out this last time, or the weather was just
too bad to go out, you can offer a hand when
they next come to the village. This will
hopefully will be each next year, when they
plan to cut more willow, especially from the
southern end of the pool.
— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council
Dates of Council Meetings
September 2012
All meetings are normally held in the
Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday 1st at 10–11 am
Saturday Office
Thursday 13th at 7:30 pm
Kennington Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 11th at 8 pm
Planning Committee Meeting
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan as it has only 21 days to
send in its comments. Therefore please
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you
receive notification to ensure the Parish
Council members are aware of any neighbour
objections. Plans can be viewed by
arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
To contact the clerk write or call
20 Kennington Road, 01865 421126
kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington Road Closure week commencing 29th October
Kennington Road’s north end (at the mini-roundabout) will be closed to motorised vehicles over the
October half-term from 29th for one week. Pedestrians and cyclists will still have access.
A shuttle bus will run for bus users.
If possible, please try to avoid using Bagley Wood Road during this period, as this will be used by
the buses—rather use Sugworth Lane.

Kennington Overseas Aid
Charles Swaisland
It was with great sadness that friends of KOA learnt on 2 nd July that our Honorary Life President,
Charles Swaisland, had passed away.
Charles with his wife Cecillie came to support the Jubilee Fête at the beginning of June. Since then
he had looked increasingly ill but until two weeks before his death was still going, as a volunteer, to
the Bodleian library every week to work on colonial records.
A lifelong Quaker, after retiring from the diplomatic service and academic life, the Swaislands
came to live in Kennington and immediately became active in KOA. For four years, Charles was
our chairman (prior to Tony Hillier). He then served on the committee in the role of Publicity
Secretary. We were delighted to make him Honorary Life President so that we could enjoy the
benefit of his experience in so many parts of the world.
There will be a memorial service for Charles at the Friends Meeting House in St Giles on Saturday
15th September.
KOA Shop
At the time of writing the KOA charity shop is coming to the end of its annual few weeks in
business. Many thanks are due to all those who helped run the shop, to those of you who so
generously donated goods, and not least to all of you who bought goods. We hope you found some
good bargains!
Charity Opera Concert
Our last fund-raising event of the season is the Concert to be given by Charity Opera on Saturday
22nd September, followed by a buffet supper. There may still be some tickets left (£5 for concert
only, £12.50 for concert and supper), so if you would like to attend please ring either Val Martin on
580881 or Sylvia Vetta on 739071.
KOA Annual General Meeting, St Swithun’s Church Hall, Thursday 15th November, 8 pm
This is much more fun than it sounds, as it’s the occasion on which we will present the cheque for
the amount we have raised this year to our 2012 charity, Lunch4Learning. It’s an open meeting for
anyone from Kennington who wishes to attend.
So do come along to find out the results of this year’s fund-raising, get an update on the progress of
Lunch4Learning, and share a glass of wine and some nibbles. We look forward to seeing you there.
Sylvia Vetta (739071)
KOA Chairman

www.koa.org.uk

Marilyn Farr (326519)
Vice Chairman
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Kennington Pro Wrestling
History was made on 25th June 2011 when
Kennington hosted its first ever Pro Wrestling event,
when a sell-out crowd of 100 residents and guests
filled the Village Hall.
By popular demand a return visit was organised on
30th June this year.
What makes these shows so special is that they starred
and were organised by Kennington’s own local Police
Community Support Officer, Adi Wright (with proceeds going to the
Kennington’s Youth Club).
One cannot help but be awed upon entering the hall and seeing a wrestling
ring up close along with the entrance on the stage set up with colourful
lighting. The whole thing is truly a spectacle!
Entertaining from start to finish, full of colourful and outrageous characters
such as ‘The One Man Wolf Pack’ Kid Lycos, ‘The Aztec Curse’ Sancho
Cortez, ‘The Male Model’ Kay Jutler, and local female performer ‘The 80’s
Child’ Lucy Cannon. There really is something for everyone whether you
like the hard hitting athletic styles or the more comedic pantomime style—
it’s all there.
The show has received nothing but positive reviews. Local business owner
Nicola of Nicola’s Body and Soul said, “This is the second year we’ve
attended and we love it. We will definitely
be back next year. I cannot recommend it
enough!”
Some parents expressed concerns over potentially inappropriate
content but were reassured that the shows were primarily aimed
at families, with a strictly limited amount of offensive material in
order to make it suitable for younger audiences.
With a licensed bar, snack table, pictures, meet and greet passes
and DVDs available, attendees are provided with everything they
could possible need for a great evening out.
If you missed the previous shows, don’t worry—a return in 2013
has already been proposed…

Bingo Caller wanted
… any age
Every other Monday afternoon starting 10th September 2:15–3:30 pm for The Festival Group
Tea and cake provided
Interested?
Ring Margaret on 01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
14
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Jubilee wall hanging
There is still time to “create” a panel for the hanging for the Village Centre.
I would like to have all the panels by the end of October. We shall put them all together to make
one hanging.
If anyone would like to add a panel or have more information, please call me on 01865 730961.
Thank you.
— Alison Peedell

Thames (Kennington) Trefoil Guild
We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month, except August, in the Methodist Church
Hall from 7:30 to around 9:30 pm. We have 24 members at present and several others
who, due to family commitments, come when they can. We are mostly elderly exGuides and Guide Leaders but some are from Scouts or simply join Trefoil as we all
enjoy having a fun night out. New members are always welcome.
Our programme is varied with Speakers from all walks of life, quizzes, entertainment evenings, and
outings. This year we have had a very interesting talk about Egypt; a Gentleman told us the History
of the RNLI and a moving talk about SEE-SAW, the Oxfordshire Child Bereavement Charity. We
look forward to Brenda Groth with a Fairtrade Challenge in September and hearing all about Red
Kites in October. We celebrated Thinking Day (Lord and Lady Baden-Powel’s birthday) with an
international evening trying different types of bread, and ended in song. We had great fun one
evening with soap carving, and another enjoyable evening
with our own adaptation of the Olympic Games at Jubilee
House (the Guide outdoor centre near Beckley).
In April our annual Coach trip took us to Worcester to see
the wonderful sites this city has to offer. The journey gave
us time to view and reflect on our beautiful countryside. The
coach parked by the Porcelain Museum and several of us
toured the three collections there. Some visited the
Cathedral and others the Comandery—a very successful
day.
Using our bus passes we visit as many towns and villages around
Oxford as we can in a day. For example, starting in Oxford we
went to Henley via Wallingford. After a stroll around the town we
had lunch by the river. We went on to Reading via all the small
villages, changed buses and came back via Shillingford Bridge to
Abingdon for a coffee before heading home.
We end our year with a Lunch out to celebrate Christmas. Our
aim is to enjoy ourselves and we are a very friendly group and
welcome any female who wishes to join us.
— Jan Paterson, Secretary to Thames (Kennington) Trefoil Guild
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243
Can Man and Wildlife live Side by Side—Our Findings
Last edition’s article explored the idea of man and wildlife living side by side. My company was
Sponsoring the Sunningwell Festival, which had its main stage constructed within the village pond.
We recorded some material for our wildlife radio programme Going Wild with Wildlife on Radio
Cherwell exploring these ideas.
As I said in my last article, I feel although gardens and streets are artificial, so is the countryside.
What we see as countryside is a product of thousands of years of farming and management.
However, if we manage it wisely, wildlife will still come.
Our findings were that the festival did not have much of a detrimental effect on the wildlife, and in
some areas it might have had a positive effect.
Mallards happily raised two young, and festival goers could almost see the juveniles grow day by
day. The moorhens also continued to raise their young, often spending much of their time under the
stage.
Bats had a feeding frenzy during the performances. Lights attracted moths, which the bats happily
hoovered up. At times, it was raining moth wings as the bats discarded their remains!
Much erosion occurred on the grass areas around the pond. The bare earth is now great for basking
dragonflies, ground nesting bees, and house martins, which need wet mud to build and repair their
nests.
The cutting-back of some of the undergrowth for the stage’s construction may help provide growth
of different ages, which in turn may attract more wildlife than if there had only been growth all of
the same age and stage.
It was interesting to hear people’s assumption of wildlife gardening. Some felt it meant doing
nothing and letting the wildlife fend for itself; others thought it was only about wild flowers and
never weeding. Our job was to educate people into realising that wildlife gardening is more about
growing many different plants and not allowing anything to dominate.
The choice of plants is up to you—it is the variety that matters.
Happy Gardening

Macmillan Cancer Support
All proceeds from the Methodist Coffee Morning in September this year
will be donated to Macmillan Cancer Support.
Please come and join us to help this worthy cause.
Methodist Church Upper Road
Tuesday 11th September 2012, 10 am onwards
Raffle — Cakes — Bring & Buy — Refreshments
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Annual Garden Competition 2012
Kennington Parish Council
The Annual Garden Competition took place Saturday 14th July.
The winners were as follows.

The ‘Geoffrey Blackman Cup’ for best front garden
1st

Pauline & Alan Cross of 18 St Swithun’s Road

2nd Tony Miles of 37 Upper Road
3rd

Jane & Derek Nutland of 14 The Avenue

Best Hanging Basket
Stephanie Owen of 44 The Avenue

Best Business Premises
Edith Court
This year we again used last year’s method of selecting the finalist by using local people to carry
out the preliminary judging on the Friday night. We feel this was again a great success and will be
repeating the format next year.
The Judges and the Parish Council congratulate all the people of the parish who have taken the time
to work on their gardens and make our village a pleasant place to live.
Well Done!
If you would like a full result sheet please ring or email me.
— Peter Biggs, 01865 730353, peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website. Go to On-line Archives at
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: ORCC Bulletin, Headway Newsletter, Parish Council Minutes
(various).
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre
You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
We are pleased to inform you that both Dr Katharina Winkle and Dr Emma Warren will be staying
with us. We hope that this will enable the practice to continue to provide a full number of sessions
each week, and that you will get to know these GP’s and welcome them as part of the team.
Flu clinics will start in early October. We hope to have the appointment screens set up by the start
of September. If you are over 65 or have been recommended for the flu jab, please call in
September to book an appointment.
We still find that around 40–50 patients per week do not turn up for their appointments. We do
understand that things may change after you have made your appointment—if you no longer need
your appointment please call us and cancel it as this will allow us to offer the appointment to
someone else.
We are often asked why GP’s run late. There are a number of reasons why this may happen,
including: dealing with an emergency; managing a particularly complicated consultation; patients
bringing a “list” of problems; needing time to write up notes after consultations; and so on. It is not
in the best interests of the patients to “time watch”. Please be patient while waiting and remember
that the GP’s have your best interests at heart.
At the time of writing, work was scheduled to commence on a new roof on 20 th August. This should
not interfere with the day to day running of the practice and appointments will run as normal. You
may hear some noise from the roof while in the practice but please be assured that your
consultation will still be private and workers will not be able to see into rooms.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net

Berks, Oxon and Bucks Air Ambulance needs you!
During National Air Ambulance Week (24th–
30th September) we want everyone to Be a
Hero and be sponsored to dress up as their
favourite superhero for the day. Now is your
chance to be Superman, Batman, your
favourite Olympian or even a Paramedic!
As well as raising vital funds for your local
Air Ambulance you will also be in with the
chance of winning a flight in a Leisure
Helicopter, kindly donated by Fresh Air UK.
For more information about how to enter, please visit www.supportbob.co.uk.
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Winter Warming Lunch
Kennington Women’s Institute invites You to a
WINTER WARMING LUNCH

Monday 15th October, 12 noon–1:30 pm
Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington
Home-made Soup, Rolls, Desserts
Tea or Coffee
Cost: £4.50—pay at the door
CRAFTS FOR SALE — CAKE STALL — RAFFLE
ALL VERY WELCOME

The Apple Café
Apple Café—Kennington’s very own community café
—closed during August whilst the church hall was busy
with the KOA shop and a week of children’s activities
run by the church.
The doors will open again on Thursday mornings from the beginning of September. However, they
may have to close again—because of good, not bad, news.
We are expecting to soon receive confirmation that the kitchen refurbishment can go ahead. Many
of you will have completed a questionnaire regarding what you would like from a café, and one of
the most requested items was a light lunch. The kitchen refurbishment will make this possible.
We are naturally excited about this further development, and whilst it has taken a long time to get
this far, we are happy that the steps we are taking are building a firmer base for the café to grow.
Along with the kitchen refurbishment we are planning to give the hall a spruce up—yet another
step closer to a pleasant, friendly, welcoming environment for everyone to use.
We thank the volunteers for their commitment: for sticking with us and giving up much of their
time whilst we work towards our aim to fulfil what the residents of Kennington have asked for in a
community café. There is a long way to go and in order for this to be a success we need more
people to get involved. We welcome ideas and input; we need more volunteers to run the café and
be involved in all that goes on behind the scenes; AND we will soon need people to help to spruce
up the hall. If you cannot commit time long term but can hold a duster, cleaning cloth or paint brush
we would appreciate you joining the team to achieve making a non-profit, open to all, welcoming
café for Kennington.
If you can help please get in touch on 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk, or speak to Lisa ScottRussell, Jane Hull or Martin or Helen Morse.
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Kennington Festival Group
“So you think you are too young to join us?”
Half of our members are in their 60’s and 70’s, and would like a few more of
you to join us. Of course some of our members are in their 80’s and 90’s, but
they only prove the adage that you are ‘only as old as you feel’, and we all
enjoy socialising over a cup of tea and a cake.
All right—so we play a game of Bingo or Scrabble but these keep the grey matter working!
Aren’t we all meant to train our brains these days ?
Please do come along… you don’t have to join straight away.
Next meetings on Mondays are:
➢ 10th September
➢ 24th September
➢ 8th October
Arrive at 1:45–2 pm and finish 3:45–4 pm. Tea and cakes served at 3:30 pm.
In the Village Hall
We have a brilliant team of volunteer drivers so if you require transport or need more
information please ring me.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Active Women Project
www.oxfordshiresport.org/activewomen
Sport England identified that 7 out of 10 women would like to
take part in more activity, but lack opportunities. The Active
Women Project has been created to offer more opportunities.
Back to Netball is running near Kennington: Whether you have
never played or haven’t played since school, come and join us for
a fun social netball session.
10-week courses:
➢

Starts Wednesday 12th September 6–7 pm, Wootton Community Centre, £2

➢

Starts Sunday 23rd September 7–8pm, The White Horse Leisure & Tennis Centre, £4
— Lil Roe, 07801 203539, lil.roe@southandvale.gov.uk
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
Absolutely Amazing. The Kennington & District United Church Choirs’ four performances of
The Sorcerer by Gilbert & Sullivan raised the magnificent sum of £12,078.18 for
Lunch4Learning, the Kennington Overseas Aid Project for 2012. In the previous week, the
performance at Witney raised £900 for Christian Aid, and the concert at OXSRAD raised £456 for
OXSRAD funds.
All in all, the Choirs raised a fantastic total of £13,434.18 for charity with their four summer
concerts. A really wonderful result.
After their summer break, the Choirs are meeting again on Friday 14th September at 7:45 pm to
begin the autumn rehearsals of Handel’s Messiah and The Yeomen of the Guard by Gilbert &
Sullivan.
The Choirs are always looking for more singers, and if you would like to join them, come along to
the first rehearsal. Copies will be available and there are no auditions or subscriptions. Further
details are available from Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885 or trevor@cowlett.co.uk. Why not have
a look at the Choirs’ website—www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk—where you can find out all about us.
You will be made most welcome if you come along to join us.

The Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
It is with sadness that I have to report the passing of our President Charles Swaisland. When the
library was first threatened in 2000, Charles formed the Friends of Kennington Library which
successfully kept the library open this year.
The next major event supported by the Friends will be the Medal Award Ceremony for the
Summer Reading Challenge: Story Lab. All young people who read their six books required to
complete the challenge will be invited to
the Village Centre on Saturday 22nd at
1:30 pm. More information can be
found at the library or by ringing
01865 730763 during opening hours.
The usual events will resume after the summer break:
➢

Monthly Talk in the Village Centre on Wednesday 5th at 11 am.
Refreshments from 10:30 am.

➢

Children’s Rhymetime in English and French for under-5’s in the Village Centre on
Wednesday 19th at 10:45–11:30 am.

We are always looking for new members. Details of how to join can be found at the library and on
our web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
— Helen Hurrell, Secretary to The Friends
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Jackdaws of Kennington II
Initially it was with some surprise and amusement that I read
the item on Jackdaws in the July Issue of the Chronicle,
written by that unlikeliest of twitchers, Roger Gelder.
It was as if a flock, or more correctly a clattering or train, of
these smallest members of the crow family was in some way
rare, whereas around my home in Bagley Close they are
noisy visitors in very large numbers on a daily basis.
Many of these said visitors are in fact residents nesting each
year in the chimney pots of the Close, with their constant squawking down the flue sometimes
making it difficult to hear the television—not always a bad thing when X Factor is on!
My near neighbour Trevor Cowlett’s roof always attracts more birds than mine, but then he does
have an MBE!
I doubt the Jackdaws that Roger saw in the Avenue live in Bagley Close
unless they were on their way to School!
Whilst many of these birds undoubted roost communally
in Bagley Wood, in an effort to show where at least one
of the numerous local colonies of Jackdaws live, I took
some photographs in my garden—mind you, my
grandchildren have told me one of these birds actually
lives in their Lego Box!
— George Ross

St Swithun’s Guild
The Guild meets in the Church Hall on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 2:30 pm.
We welcome members from all denominations. Our aims are Talks, Discussions, and to promote
Christian Fellowship.
We start with a short informal service, followed by a speaker. Talks vary, but are all on an
interesting subject.
Every May, we hold our AGM and Tea Party; in July, a Coffee Morning; and in February, a Bring
& Buy for a local charity.
We end the afternoon with a welcome cup of tea and time to talk.
If interested, please contact Mrs Barbara Boyne on 01865 735634.
You will be most welcome.
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Kennington Link WI
July Meeting
Members and one visitor were welcomed by the President, Mrs Ann Coulter, to our
July meeting. Minutes of the June Meeting were on the table for reference. A
comprehensive account was given of the National Annual General Meeting, which
had taken place at the Albert Hall on 30th May.
Plans were made for a forthcoming lunch at the Bowyers Arms and arrangements
were discussed for our August Coffee Morning.
Our speaker was Renate Calvery, who told of her experiences during the second world war as a
Jewish child in war-time Poland. She was only two years old at the outbreak of war and spoke of
the disappearance of her father, the death of her grandmother and then the death of her mother. This
resulted in a succession of relatives looking after her as circumstances changed.
Unexpectedly there were some amusing incidents and we were delighted to learn that she was
reunited with her father in England after the war.
Mrs Jean Mundy thanked the speaker, on our behalf, for an enthralling story.
The August Coffee Morning provided a relaxed environment for members and visitors to enjoy
their time together. We thank all who contributed to making it a happy event.
We next meet on Wednesday 5th September to learn about Rag Rugs with Dinny Page. All are
welcome.

Kennington Athletic Football Club
The Under-15 Boys’ Team is excited about the start of the new football season. It will be the team’s
first season playing at the top level of the Oxford Mail Boys’ League after clinching promotion in
April 2012.
The team members have been preparing themselves throughout the summer playing in various 6-aside tournaments. Last of these events ended in success, winning the Highworth Town tournament
at the end of June. Twenty-four entrants from Bristol & Avon, Northamptonshire, Oxfordshire and
Wiltshire attended, and the football was of a very high standard.
Kennington had to endure extra time and penalty shoot-outs in two rounds before reaching the
final. Trowbridge made it with Kennington to the final, and both teams put on an exciting end to
end match, with Kennington grabbing the only goal of the game.
The summer weather has disrupted many events this year, and the last day of our mini soccer
tournament in April was affected. This has been rescheduled for Sunday 2nd September. All
members of the village are welcome to support the boys and girls representing Kennington. If you
are unable to attend why not follow progress of our teams in the Oxford Mail newspaper and
website.
— Trevor Briggs, Under-15 Manager
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Girlguiding: We need you!
It’s a new school year—so how about starting something new?
We have spaces for new Guides to join us now.
We provide a girl-only space for girls aged 10–14 to learn new
skills, meet challenges, discover themselves and more importantly
to have fun. Along the way you will make new friends, gain badges
and have adventures.
This summer we went to Adelboden in Switzerland. We had a fantastic time visiting cheese farms,
tobogganing, swimming, visiting the Adventure Park and taking part in a traditional Swiss evening.
The highlights were a trip on the Jungfrau railway (the
highest in Europe) and a visit to Our Chalet, one of the
World Centres of Guiding.
Next year’s Summer Camp is in the UK but we are
already making plans for 2014.
You do not need to have been a Brownie to join Guides;
just to be aged between 10 and 14.
If you would like more information or arrange a visit,
please contact Jo on 07940 537992 or email kenningtonguides@hotmail.com.
Visit our website at www.kenningtonguides.org.uk.
We look forward to welcoming you.

Kennington Women’s Institute
July Meeting
In August several of our members attended an afternoon tea party in the garden of
one of the committee. We were very fortunate to have a wonderfully pleasant,
warm and sunny afternoon, which displayed the garden in all its glory. The
refreshments were prepared by June and other members of the committee and
amounted to a lovely spread of sandwiches and cakes together with tea and cold
drinks. This was all greatly enjoyed.
We thank June and her husband, John, for giving us such a happy afternoon outing and for opening
their garden to the members.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 12th September, taking place as usual in the Village Centre
at 7:15 pm. Our speakers will be George Ross and Roger Gelder, who will be talking about the
Search for Oxford’s Medieval Wall, and we look forward to that.
Please come along and join us for an interesting evening.
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Harvest Home
A series of activity mornings for older people
who are still young at heart!
Come and celebrate the season of ‘mists and mellow fruitfulness’ and
the wonder of God’s creation.
A very warm welcome awaits you at Kennington Methodist Church when we shall host Harvest
Home on three separate days: Thursday 27th, Friday 28th & Saturday 29th September between 10 am
and 12 noon.
Start off with a warm cuppa, take a browse of the daily papers and try your hand at some of the
creative activities that will be on offer, from creating vegetable sculptures, doing a flower
arrangement, or making cards, bookmarks or a collage to celebrate this wonderful season of the
year.
There will also be a chance to share your Harvest memories, listen to some Harvest stories and hear
a ‘Thought for the Day’.
You are invited just to turn up on one or all of the days as each day will be different and each
session will cost you just £1.50. So why not make a note in your diary now?
For further details please contact Mrs Joy Margetts on 01865 327176 or Rev Rosemary Davies on
01865 763676.

No better time to think, “Community”!
Please support the Jubilee Fund for Oxfordshire
The chances are you have heard of a local group or an individual who has been
supported by the Oxfordshire Community Foundation (OCF), a registered
charity established in 1995. Part of the nationwide Community Foundation
Network, OCF connects people who generously want to ‘give’ to others with
community groups who need financial support, allowing them to continue providing caring and
often life-changing services across the county.
OCF works with hundreds of voluntary groups in towns and villages through Oxfordshire, and
supports any non-profit group acting to make life better for local people. It has contributed over
£3½ million in over 1,500 grants to community projects. The Jubilee Fund will support future
grants for local voluntary groups.
Registered and non-registered charities are eligible for Jubilee and other grants, so please get in
touch with us on 01865 798666 or email jubilee@oxfordshire.org if you are a small voluntary
group working in Oxfordshire.
If you can help with a small donation—every donation really makes a difference irrespective of
the amount!—it would go a long way towards our target of £4 million.
To make a text donation of up to £10, text ‘JBLE 12’ to 70070. Cheque donations can be made to
Oxfordshire Community Foundation, 3 Woodin’s Way, Oxford, OX1 1HD.
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Village Diary
September
Sat
1 Parish Council Office
Wed 5 Kennington Link WI
Mon 10 Festival Group (730353)
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy (Macmillan Nurses)
Tue 11
Parish Council Planning
Wed 12 Kennington WI
Thu 13 Parish Council Meeting
Sun

16 Service

Mon
Wed
Thu
Sat
Mon

17
19
20
22
24

Kennington History Society: Oxon Place Names
Short Service
Kennington History Society: St Albans visit
KOA Concert: Charity Opera & Supper
Festival Group (730353)

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
start at Manor Grove
Village Centre
Village Centre

10–11 am
2:15 pm
2–4 pm
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
7:45 pm
10:30 am
9:30 am
7:30 pm
2–4 pm

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Village Centre

8 pm
2:15 pm
10–11 am
10 am–12 noon
2–4 pm
10 am
7:30 pm
7:30 pm
12noon–1:30 pm
7:45 pm
10:30 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm

October
Tue
Wed

2 Parish Council Planning
3 Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Office
Sat
6
Kennington Cancer Fun: Ladies’ Shoe Sale
Mon 8 Festival Group (730353)
Tue
9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Thu 11 Parish Council Meeting
Sat 13 Oxford Ceilidh: Diatonics
Kennington WI: Winter Warming Lunch
Mon 15
Kennington History Society
Wed 19 Short Service
Sun

21 Service

Mon 22 Festival Group (730353)
Tue 23 Parish Council Planning

The Village Diary is in the Post Office. Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
Enter them by the 10th of the month to be sure to have them included in this diary.

Are you an artist or photographer? Would you like to see your image on the cover of
the Kennington Chronicle? Contact the Editor (page 41) if you have something to share!

Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message
out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 41) is happy to help.
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