


The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739356

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 9:25 am

4th Sunday: All Age Service 11:00 am
Choir Mondays 6:30 pm
St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road

4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm
Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)

Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Anne Feather.....................kennington.pc@ntlworld.com.....................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults).........................................................................0800 317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577.........................................101
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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Services in October

Sun 7th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 14th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 21st 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Methodist Anniversary Service (in the Methodist Church)—all welcome

Sun 28th 9:30 am Holy Communion
11:30 am All Age Service
6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church

Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is an All Age 
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.

Freewave

Freewave, a group for ages 9–14, meets at the Kennington Youth Club at 9:25 am Sunday mornings 
(apart from All Age Worship Sundays – usually the 4th Sunday of the month). The dates in October 
are 7th,  14th and 21st.

Craft Mornings

This month’s craft morning will be on Saturday 13th, 10 am–12 noon—bring your children (aged 
4–11) and head home to enjoy the weekend papers!

Lost for Words?

Come to a six-session course this autumn! This course will help us to think about our faith and how 
we tell others about it. It doesn’t assume much knowledge and is designed to help those who would 
like to explore sharing their faith in a step-by-step way. It is interactive  and visual, and involves 
small discussion groups, practical exercises, and time for questions.

It will be held on Tuesdays 2nd, 9th,16th, and 30th October, and 6th and 13th November, all at 7:30 pm. 
The first three will be in Radley and the last three in Kennington. Booking forms at the back of St 
Swithun’s Church or ring Isabel Baggott on 730950 for more details.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister: Telephone:
The Rev Rosemary Davies 01865 763676
9 Ramsay Road
Headington Email:
Oxford minister@limewalk.org.uk
OX3 8AX

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our 
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite 
you to join us.

SERVICES FOR OCTOBER

7th 10:30 am We welcome Dr Neville Shepherd, from Headington.

14th 10:30 am Our Minister, the  Rev Rosemary Davies, leads our monthly  Holy Communion 
service.

21st 10:30 am

6:30 pm

45th CHURCH  ANNIVERSARY:  Our  Morning  Service  is  led  by  the  Rev 
Jonathan Todd and Dr Julie Todd from Woodstock Methodist Church.
We invite our friends from St Swithun’s and the Good Shepherd churches to join 
us  in  a  special  united service of celebration for our  45 th birthday led by  Prof 
David Matthews from Wesley Memorial Church in Oxford. Everyone is invited!

28th 10:30 am We welcome Jennifer Thompson from Chalgrove.

MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS

Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge is held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. We next 
meet on Wednesday 17th at 10:30 am. Do come and join the residents for 30 minutes of informal 
worship. All are welcome.

Ecumenical  Afternoon Fellowship: This  newly-formed group meets  at  a  different  home each 
month at 2:30 pm. We share a short time of Bible study and prayer together, followed by a cuppa. 
We next meet on Tuesday 23rd to continue our study of the Philippians. Please contact Dilys Cale 
on 01865 739774 for details of where we are meeting this month.

MN8 (Monday Night at 8 pm): This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a 
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of  
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 1st at 8 pm. Further 
details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.

Come along and join the services held on Sunday 21st.
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Person’s Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House

The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.

Coffee Morning—Tuesday 9th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring & Buy 
Stalls available. Enjoy a  cuppa with old friends and new! The September Coffee Morning 
raised £  276.50   for the Macmillan Cancer Fund.

Our November Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 13th November 13th at 10 a.m.
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HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett 
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist 
premises and that currently the Church is not available for bookings on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Churches Together in Kennington

There are many jokes that involve the role of St Peter at the gate of 
heaven.  One of the oldest  and corniest  concerns  the arrival of a 
group of Protestant Christians, singing joyfully in anticipation of 
their coming bliss. St Peter asks them to quieten down, and points 
to  a  high  wall  on  one  side,  from  beyond  which  some  strange 
murmurings can be heard. A member of the group asks St Peter about the source of these sounds. 
“Oh,” he says, “that’s the Roman Catholics. They think they are the only people here.”

That story, in some form, must be at least fifty years old, although it is certainly older. I say that  
because 11th October this year is the fiftieth anniversary of the inauguration by Blessed Pope John 
XXIII of the Second Vatican Council. Pope John was quite old when he was elected, and was seen 
as clearly a holy man, but a bit of a ‘caretaker’. It was therefore rather a shock when he summoned 
bishops from all over the world to take counsel together with a view to grappling with the role of  
the Church in the modern world. Indeed it would be fair to say that the Catholic Church as a whole 
is still trying to assimilate the teachings of that great assembly.

I am writing about it here, because without it there would have been no ‘Churches Together in 
Kennington’. Or if there had been, it would not have included the Catholics. They were not even 
allowed to join other Christians for prayer; if they were present they were supposed to keep their 
mouths shut! The story with which I began was in fact painfully serious.
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The Second Vatican Council changed all that. It declared that at the deepest level there could only 
be  one  Church  of  Jesus  Christ,  into  which  all  Christians  are  incorporated  by  their  Baptism. 
Therefore working together, and seeking to become ever more closely one in Christ, was now an 
absolute imperative. Another landmark of the Council was an emphasis on the fact that lay people  
were  not  just  there  to  ‘turn  up,  pay  up  and  shut  up’ while  the  clergy  ran  the  church.  The 
proclamation of the Good News of Jesus Christ was the task of the whole People of God, clergy 
and laity together. And in a way the laity had the more important role, because their proclamation 
was the witness of their ordinary lives in the midst of the world.

Pope Benedict is calling Catholics to assimilate further the teaching of this Council by inaugurating 
a ‘Year of Faith’ to run from this month to next November. May it be a year in which all Christians 
in Kennington grow in their understanding of their faith, and their commitment to Jesus Christ and 
his Gospel.

— Fr Paul King

Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship

The next meeting will be

Tuesday 16th October, 2:30 pm

3 Cranbrook Drive

All are warmly invited to this friendly meeting.
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Kennington Cricket Club: Brian Sutton retires

Brian Sutton retires from Kennington Cricket Club (KCC) Youth Cricket

For  the  past  18  years,  Brian  Sutton  has  organised,  managed  and  led  the  coaching, 
training and development of the Youth section of Kennington cricket. Now he is retiring 
from that role. On Sunday 5th August, many of his past young cricketers, parents and 
friends gathered at the Pavilion to honour Brian. The plan was to have a testimonial 
20-over cricket match… but the inclement weather forced a change of plan and instead a version of  
paired soft-ball cricket was played! To anyone passing by, it would have seemed a rather strange 
version of the game: 22 men and boys in whites running around in pouring rain, getting muddier by 
the minute, with two fully-robed umpires keeping them out on the field of play! What would have 
been unmistakeable, though, was the fun they were all having.

At the end of the match, the gathering enjoyed a really special “high tea” followed by a series of 
presentations. President of KCC, Dick Matthews, welcomed everyone and thanked Brian for his 
years  of  service.  Norm  Robins,  Chairman  of  KCC,  continued  the  thanks  and  made  several 
presentations to Brian: a voucher courtesy of Elmer Cotton Sports;  a voucher from  Blackwells 
courtesy of money given by various members; a specially engraved silver tankard from the Club; 
and a very special gift sent to Brian from the England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB)—a limited 
edition of a painting by artist and former England wicket-keeper  and batsman, Jack Russell. The 
painting depicts the “moment that England became World Number 1 Team” and is of the match 
against  India at  Edgbaston in  2010.  This was  a  special  recognition  indeed  of  Brian’s  years  of 
coaching, not only at Kennington, but also at County level.

Brian was overwhelmed by the presentations and thanked all the boys who turned out to play in the 
match, some from his very earliest days of coaching, right up to the present. He thanked the parents  
and friends who were present for their support. Earlier, Norm had calculated that during those 18 
years, Brian had contributed over 2,500 hours to the role, and roughly 500 boys and girls had 
received coaching at KCC, over a hundred of whom had gone on to play cricket at County level. A 
wonderful legacy!

Brian intends to continue his involvement with KCC and will continue to do some coaching, but the 
mantle of the organisation of KCC Youth cricket now passes to Graham Rowley. Thank you, Brian, 
and good luck to Graham!

— Norm Robins, Chairman, Kennington Cricket Club

Winter Warming Lunch

Kennington Women’s Institute invites You to a

WINTER WARMING LUNCH

Monday 15th October, 12 noon–1:30 pm
Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington

Home-made Soup, Rolls, Desserts — Tea or Coffee

Cost: £4.50—pay at the door

CRAFTS FOR SALE — CAKE STALL — RAFFLE

ALL VERY WELCOME
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre
You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Flu jabs will be available in October—if you have not yet booked your appointment please contact 
the reception as soon as possible.

Please help us to help you when booking appointments. The more flexible that you can be with 
regards to the doctor, day and time, the more likely it is we can find an appointment that is not too 
far away. More “conditions” to the request will probably mean a longer wait to see a GP.

We are sometimes asked why the receptionist is asking questions about why you need to see a GP. 
There are two main reasons:  Firstly, they wish to ensure that you book an appointment with the 
correct clinician, e.g you do not need to see a GP if you suspect a urine infection. Secondly, they 
will have spoken to a GP while you were holding and the GP has asked for some more details so 
they will be better prepared when they call you. All staff at the practice are governed by strict  
confidentiality procedures. The more information you are willing to give the receptionist the more 
help we can provide you.

The notice board in the waiting board is for use by local groups to display their work. If you wish 
to book the board for a month, please speak to the practice manager.

“Emergency” appointments are for patients with genuine clinical needs to see a GP urgently. They 
should not be used for routine matters. Please consider asking for a telephone appointment rather 
than taking up an emergency slot if you feel that you cannot wait for a routine appointment.

We  will  shortly  be  upgrading  the  telephone  system.  This  will  enable  us  to  divert  calls  for 
non-priority matters which should help to alleviate the waiting times. You can help us and patients 
trying to get through with an emergency by calling for repeat prescriptions after 10:30 am, and for 
test results after 3 pm.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net

Jubilee wall hanging

There is still time to “create” a panel for the hanging for the Village Centre.

I would like to have all the panels by the end of October. We shall put them all together to make  
one hanging.

If anyone would like to add a panel or have more information, please call me on 01865 730961.

Thank you.
— Alison Peedell

Macmillan Cancer Support

We thank everyone who supported Kennington’s contribution to the World’s 
Biggest Coffee Morning, held in the Methodist Church in September this 
year.

The event raised the wonderful total of £276.50 for Macmillan Cancer Support.

We also say a big thank you to all the helpers and those who made cakes, donated prizes for the 
raffle, or sent donations. Without your contribution our event would not have been such a   great 
success.

— Carole, Yvonne and Joy
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Kennington Festival Group

It  is  on  a  sad  note  that  I  write  this  today.  Olive  Cox,  one  of  our  stalwart 
members, passed away on 1st September. Olive was a lovely person who had a 
smile and kind word for everyone. A respected member of the committee who 
helped in every way she could from filling the sugar bowls to giving out the 
Bingo cards. Our sympathies go to her family and friends. She will be fondly 
remembered.

We welcomed our new Bingo caller Alec on the 10th September, who soon got used to our 
ways and vice versa, and we look forward to seeing him again.

At this point we thank Joan Bellerby, who has been the caller for many many years but is 
unable to continue due to ill health.

We have now been given permission to use the Community Mini Bus and are hoping to 
have one or two outings in the near future maybe in time for Christmas shopping. We just 
need to find a driver with the appropriate License. Any offers? ☺☺☺

If  you  would  like  to  visit  us  please  come  along  to  any  of  our  meetings.  You  will  be 
welcomed by a friendly lot of people and you can stay as long as you like.

Our next  three  meetings are  in the Village Hall on  Mondays  8th &  22nd October and 5th 

November. Arrive at 1:45–2 pm and finish 3:45–4 pm. Tea and cakes served at 3:15 pm.

We have a brilliant  team of  volunteer  drivers  so if  you require  transport  or  need more 
information please ring me.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Kennington Good Neighbours

Two years have passed since the current Village List was published.

This autumn preparation will begin on the list for 2013–2015. This will be ready for delivery in  
January next year.

If your organisation  or  society is not in the current list (the bright green booklet) and you would 
like it to be, please contact me with details and a contact name and phone number.

The deadline is Friday 23rd November.
— Barbara Boyne, 01865 735634

British Legion Poppy Appeal

Late  October  sees  the  start  of  Remembrance  Tide  culminating  in  Remembrance  Day itself  on 
Sunday 11th November.

The two weeks leading up to this day will be the period in which the army of “Poppy People” go  
house to house around the village selling poppies.

We always need new volunteers. If you can spare a little time and would like to help this worthy 
cause, please get in touch with either Barbara Boyne on 01865 735634 or Sheila and Michael Prior 
on 01865 739796.
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New from St Swithun’s School

A sunny start to the school year in every sense! I am delighted to have taken up my post  
as the new headteacher of the village primary school at the beginning of September. I 
have  been  made  to  feel  very  welcome  by  everyone  in  the  school  and  the  wider 
community. The sun has shone, the children have been able to play on the field, which is 
always a bonus, and the new year has got off to a really positive start. I consider myself fortunate 
indeed  to  be  at  St  Swithun’s.  We  have  a  highly  professional  and  skilled  staff,  enthusiastic, 
motivated pupils, and supportive governors who are committed to the development of the school. I 
am impressed with the children’s positive attitude to learning: they are determined to be the very 
best that they can be.

Our curriculum is rich and varied. Already this year, in addition to the National Curriculum, we 
have pupils undertaking cycle training, others learning cooking skills, and the usual wide variety of 
extra-curricular clubs will be getting under way in the next week or two.

As  a  school,  we  really  value  our  links  with  the  village  community.  If  there  are  any  village 
organisations that would like to work with us in some way, do let  me know. Maybe you have 
particular skills or interests that you would be willing to share with a group of children (a chess  
club, for instance)? Again, we would be delighted to hear from you.

Looking forward to a busy and successful school year,

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, St Swithun's CE Primary School
01865 438933, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

This  month  the  Choirs  are  continuing  their  autumn  rehearsals  of  Handel’s  Messiah  and  The 
Yeomen of the Guard by Gilbert & Sullivan for concerts in November and December. The Choirs 
are  always looking for more singers,  and if  you would like to join them, then come along to  
rehearsals every Friday evening at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road. Copies 
will be available and there are no auditions or subscriptions. Further details are available from 
Trevor  Cowlett  on 01865 735885,  or  from  trevor@cowlett.co.uk.  Why not  have  a  look at  the 
Choirs’ website—www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk where you can find out all about us. You will be 
made most welcome if you come along.

Parent Partnership Oxfordshire

Parents  of  a  child  with  Special  Educational  Needs  or  Disabilities  really 
appreciate having support at a meeting or help with sorting out paperwork and, 
most of all, the chance to talk things through.

Sometimes it takes little more than a phone call to make a great difference to a 
parent who has worries about their child’s education.

You too could make a difference and be a ‘Godsend’, as some parents describe the volunteers who 
have helped them.

Free training is provided, so you’re not thrown in at the deep end.
All expenses are paid so you won’t be out of pocket.

Interested?  For  more  information  and  dates  of  next  training  course  available,  phone  Parent 
Partnership Oxfordshire on 01865 810516 or email parentpartnership@oxfordshire.gov.uk.
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Is your electric blanket safe?

Get a free safety check before you use your blanket this winter!

Abingdon: Thursday 11th October

Wantage: Thursday 25th October

Pre-booked appointments only

Book your safety check appointment on 01865 815607 or 
communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Organised by Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue, Trading Standards and Age UK

Dentistry surveys

Volunteers needed for Oxfordshire Dentistry Survey

The Oxfordshire  LINk is  recruiting volunteers  to carry out  a 
survey  of  information  provided  for  patients  by  NHS  Dental 
Practices. The survey will look at information on the range of services offered, the charges relating 
to those services, and entitlement to receive certain services on the NHS.  LINk volunteers who 
conduct the survey will find out if the information is clear and helpful to patients and highlight 
areas of good practice.

If you want to help with the survey please contact LINk on 01865 883488 or link@oxonrcc.org.uk. 
Website: www.oxfordshirelink.org.uk

Oxford Homeless Pathways

The  collection  for  the  Oxford  Homeless  Pathways will  be  made  by  Kennington  Churches 
Together on Sundays 14th & 21st.

Items needed:

➢ Blankets, towels and toiletries

➢ Household items for the re-homing project: Crockery, pots, pans, cutlery, household linen

➢ Food: Cereals,  long-life milk,  canned beans and spaghetti,  soup, minced beef,  Marmite, 
breakfast cereals, canned tuna

➢ Urgently needed: Underwear, socks, Value toothbrushes

If you are unable to leave your donations at one of the Churches in Kennington, please contact any 
one of us.

Many thanks for your help; The Oxford Homeless Pathways greatly appreciates it.

Ann Coulter David Butler John Marson
01865 739271 01865 739487 01865 735145
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Dog warning in Kennington

In a recent incident, a Kennington resident reported to the police that he was bitten by “a dog that 
looked like a pit bull terrier” while walking home. The owner refused to give his name.

This is especially worrisome as children (sometimes without adults) and the elderly often walk in 
the Village.

Incidents like this are classed as ‘Allowing a dog to be dangerously out of control’ and must be 
addressed before the animal attacks again and potentially causes serious injury.

If you have any information about an owner of a pit bull in the area, please telephone 101 or email 
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk.

— PCSO Adi Wright C9577

Grand Fireworks Party

Kennington Scouts presents…

Best Ever!

Grand Fireworks Party

Toasted Marshmallows

Mulled Wine!

Burgers — Hot Dogs — Drinks

Luminous Face Paints!

Saturday 3rd November, Scout HQ, Otters Lane

Gates open 5 pm — Bonfire lighting 5:30 pm — Display starts 6:15 pm

This event will go ahead unless the weather is extreme, so come ready to party!

Adults £4 — Children £3 — Under-5s Free.
Family tickets: 2 + 2 for £10, 2 + 3 for £12

Advance Tickets from section Leaders, and from Christian 07880 716633 and Maria 07727 363594

Headway Oxfordshire AGM

Headway Oxfordshire’s Annual General Meeting

4 Bagley Wood Road, Kennington

Friday 19th October, from 1 pm

Headway Oxfordshire supports people who are affected by brain injury,
both the individual and family members, throughout Oxfordshire.

We welcome any resident interested in the work of this local charity—please join us for coffee.

Further details from admin@headway-oxford.org.uk or Carole Newbigging on 01865 326263.
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Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in 
the Kennington Library.

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website. Go to On-line Archives at 
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.

Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras. 
New since last notification: Cornerstone; Abingdon Community Hospital League of Friends events;  
Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Finance, Planning, and Amenities).

Kennington Athletic Football Club

After a successful Academy season, the Under 7s Team is really looking forward 
to playing friendly matches against teams from the local area for the first time.

We have 18 players, most of whom are from the Village and attend St Swithun’s 
School. We are also proud to have players selected for the Oxford area Reading 
FC Academy.

In  accordance  with  the  new  Youth  Football  guidelines  from the  Football  Association,  all  our 
matches will be 5-a-side and played under ‘Mini Soccer’ rules, using smaller pitches and goals 
more suited to young children. Smaller pitches and smaller team sizes mean that players have more 
touches  of  the  ball,  and playing friendly  matches  means  players  are  free  to  enjoy themselves 
without the pressure of the ‘win at all costs’ mentality.

This is a big change for Youth Football, focusing on enjoyment and aimed at creating technically 
gifted players for the future. It follows similar methods used on the continent in countries such as 
Spain and Italy and we all know how successful it has been for them. You can learn more about the 
FA’s Youth Development strategy at www.TheFA.com/youthdevelopmentreview.

— Dave Wiggins, Under 7s Manager

Rhymetime

Wednesday 17th, 10:45–11:15 am.

We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers
to sing along with some English and French seasonal verses.

Free refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of 
Kennington Library.

All children under 10 to be accompanied by an adult carer.

Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.

21

http://www.thefa.com/youthdevelopmentreview
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/on-line-extras.html
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/chronicle-on-line.html


Kennington road closure 29th October–4th November

Kennington Road’s north end (at the mini-roundabout) will be closed to motorised vehicles over 
the October half-term from 29th for one week.

Pedestrians and cyclists will still have access.

A shuttle bus will run for bus users.

If possible, please try to avoid using Bagley Wood Road during this period, as this will be used by 
the buses—rather use Sugworth Lane.

More road closures—the A34

Road closures from October to December for those using the A34. They will all take place at night.

1st–26th Oct Kennington–Peartree northbound 21:00–05:30 (07:00 Sat & Sun) Convoy

29th Oct–16th Nov Peartree–Botley southbound 22:00–05:00 (06:00 Sat & Sun) Closed

19th Nov–3rd Dec Botley–Kennington southbound 21:00–05:30 (07:00 Sat & Sun) Convoy

4th–21st Dec Kennington–Peartree both directions 21:00–05:30 (07:00 Sat & Sun) Convoy

Kennington History Society

As this report is being prepared, members are looking forward to their first meeting following the 
summer break, when  Bert  Prigeon will tell us about the origins of  ‘Oxfordshire Place Names’ 
whilst preparing this year’s coach trip, which is to the ancient Roman town of St Albans. Reports 
of both of these events next month.

‘this month’

The Society’s next event will be held on Monday 15th at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church when 
member and lifelong supporter of the local Girl Guide movement, Margaret Biggs, will give part 
two of her story of ‘The Girl Guides in Kennington’.

‘next month’

Next month the History Society welcomes back a speaker with a very famous name, none other 
than James Bond , who on his previous visit in October 2010 gave members a delightful talk about 
‘The History of Parks and Gardens in Oxfordshire’. On this occasion, Monday 19th November at 
7:45 pm in  the  Methodist  Church,  James will  give  an illustrated  talk  entitled  ‘The Deserted  
Villages of Medieval Oxfordshire’.

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.

In November each year our thoughts turn to the brave young 
men from the village who gave their  lives in  the two World 
Wars. Recently I saw again the plaque that for many years was 
fixed to the wall of the old Village Hall, which was demolished 
in  1987  to  make  way  for  the  new  Village  Centre.  The 
photograph shows this historic plaque commemorating the local 
residents  who  raised  the  funds  allowing the  purchase  of 
Kennington Memorial Field.

George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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Headway Oxfordshire (HWO) quiz night
Quiz Night

Friday 9th November, 8 pm, Kennington Village Hall

HWO is a registered charity based in Kennington. It provides information, support and 
services  to  people  with  a  brain  injury,  their  families  and  their  carers  across 
Oxfordshire.  We are  currently  raising  funds  to  go  towards  further  developing key 
facilities and activities within the Activity and Rehabilitation Centre at Kennington. 
These improvements include:

➢ Additional Physiotherapy Equipment

➢ Redevelopment of our kitchen facilities, including a small  café to support vocational and 
training opportunities

➢ Development of our gardens to enable horticultural activities for those with green fingers 
and, all being well, some produce for our café

Doors will open at the Village Hall at 8 pm for an 8:30 pm start.

Teams 4–6 people
Tickets £30 per team — includes nibbles

Licensed bar and raffle

For further details please email admin@headway-oxford.org.uk or telephone Charlotte Carlisle on 
01865 326263 or 07775 037049.

Kennington Overseas Aid

KOA’s fund-raising efforts have come to an end for another year, but already we are thinking ahead 
to 2013 and identifying overseas aid projects that we might support in the coming year. Details of 
our  three  candidate  charities  will  be  available  at  the  Annual  General  Meeting  and we will  be 
holding our usual meeting in January to vote for the project for 2013. All Kennington residents are 
invited to attend this meeting.

Again it has been a successful fund-raising year, for which we have to thank you, the people of  
Kennington, and Ike  Garson, of  Lunch4Learning,  and his family,  who have given very active 
support to all our events. To find out just how successful we have been this year, do come along to:

KOA Annual General Meeting
Thursday 15th November, 8 pm, St Swithun’s Church Hall

This is much more fun than it sounds, as it’s the occasion on which we will present the cheque for  
the amount we have raised this year to our 2012 charity, Lunch4Learning. It’s an open meeting for 
anyone from Kennington who wishes to attend.

So, join us to find out the results of this  year’s fund-raising,  get an update on the progress of 
Lunch4Learning, and share a glass of wine and some nibbles. We look forward to seeing you there.

Finally, if you have enjoyed any of KOA’s events this year, please think about getting more closely 
involved in 2013 by becoming one of our band of organisers and helpers. To find out how you 
might help, ring Marilyn on 01865 326519.

Sylvia Vetta (739071) Marilyn Farr (326519)
KOA Chairman www.koa.org.uk Vice Chairman
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Kennington Link WI
September Meeting

A brilliant display of rag rugs, decorated baskets and ornamental wreaths met our eyes 
as we entered the hall for the September meeting. The speaker,  Dinny Page,  had 
brought along a delightful collection of her own work, all made in bright cheerful 
colours and light materials. She told us that after attending many enjoyable courses 
the only craft that held her interest was making Rag Rugs. She now finds this to be 
a peaceful and therapeutic occupation. In days gone by rag rugs used to be made 
from heavy dark material, often with a red diamond in the centre, and the story goes 
that if the devil looked down the chimney and saw a red diamond in front of the hearth he wouldn’t  
come in.  As well  as  guidance on how to make attractive rugs  we were enthralled  to  hear  the 
speaker's memories of her early days on the stage, and the well-known TV actors she had worked 
with.

Mrs Jean Perella was pleased to give a vote of thanks on behalf of all the members.

The President, Mrs Ann Coulter, had opened the meeting in the traditional way with Jerusalem, and 
our thoughts were given to several members who were not well enough to be with us.

Business  matters  were  discussed  and  the  President  guided  us  through  the  many  items  to  be 
considered and the significant amount of literature  that had been received. Of special interest to 
members was the announcement that subscriptions next year will be £33.

Beautiful flowers, which adorned the President’s Table,  had been given by Valerie Bale.  These 
would later be taken to Grace Seccombe.

The next meeting will be on Wednesday 3rd October when Ann Borrowdale will speak on “Tales 
from an Exam Hall”. Tickets for the October Group Meeting will be on sale at this meeting.

The Group Meeting will take place at the Village Centre on Tuesday 16th October at 2:30 pm.

Kennington Youth Club
Whey! We  are  up  and  running  into  our  second  year!  Attendance  is  good,  and  we  began  our 
ambitious  autumn  programme  with  birthday  cake—what  better  way  to  start!  Encouraged  by 
consistent membership, many ideas are being discussed to make the club’s future equally attractive. 
Some of these are in our newsletter, which is available by calling 07905 249790.

Our first  year passed  in  an  exciting  blur.  Cooking,  arts  and  crafts,  team  games,  sleepover, 
tournaments, bowling, ice-skating, Thorpe Park, extra Christmas openings, and a taster evening to 
the now-new Year 6. We got a members’ committee meeting regularly working together as a group.

M  embership forms   need completing by new and existing members. If you are new to the village 
or have thought of joining, now is your chance! Come along any Monday evening—you will be 
made  welcome.  For  school  years  6–8  the  time  is  6:30–8 pm,  and  from  year  9  upwards 
7:30-9 pm. You can call us on 07905 249790 with questions.

T  his month   will include cooking, tie-dye, a games night, and Spa & comedy club. Monday 29th we 
set  off to Adrenaline Alley in the  Midlands.  Kosta Café will reopen on Friday  5th October, and 
subsequently the first Friday of every month.

Extra help is always appreciated. If you enjoy working with young people, are an older young 
person  who  has  left  school,  or  are  in  the  6 th Form,  please  e-mail,  Facebook  us,  or  ring 
07905 249790. Regular volunteering looks very good on CV’s, and helps me tremendously.

Fund  -  raising:   We continually need to raise  funds  to pay our running costs  and purchase new, 
exciting  equipment  for  our  members.  All  your  fund-raising  ideas  and  support  will  be  most 
welcome! We plan a village car wash, car boot sales, supermarket bag packing, and much more. 

— Alice Dore, Youth Leader, kenningtonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk
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Freewave

Freewave is a youth group for 9–14s that meets on Sundays to eat, play games and learn about God.

We will be meeting up at  9:25 am at the  Kennington Youth Club on the following  Sundays in 
October: 7th, 14th and 21st.

At around 10:20 we head over to St Swithun’s Church to have communion with the adults.

Anyone is welcome to join so do come along to try it out—we’d love to have you with us!

Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243

Picking Fungi

This time of year is when you often see fungi collectors out in the countryside, foraging for fruiting 
fungi and taking them home to eat afterwards.

Obviously  great  care needs to be taken for this: some fungi  are toxic to humans and you should 
never take wild mushrooms from nature reserves or land protected for the benefit of wildlife.

The majority of fungi are made up of water, and the dry substance is 
a mixture of fat,  carbohydrates, vitamins and protein.  So one can 
instantly see why these fruiting bodies are sought after.

A good rule to stick to when collecting fungi  to eat is  to  only take 
those that  you can identify  with certainty  and  that  are  not  a  rare 
species. Cut the fungi off carefully near to the hole, leaving the hole 
in the soil.  Clean the  fungi where you picked  them so the spores 
spread in an area that each particular species likes. Take the produce 
home  in  containers  with  good  air  circulation;  never  in  paper  or 
plastic bags. Keep edible fungus separate from any you are unable to 
identify in the field and are transporting home to look at under the 
microscope,  otherwise  you  could  contaminate  the  edible  ones 
rendering them inedible.

Once home, you can freeze fungi, but only the ones freshly harvested and that have the flesh intact 
and firm. Fungi must be sliced then cleaned before freezing, and once frozen can last for up to five 
months. When you are ready to use them, do not thaw them out; fry them in a pan from frozen.

As I say though, be very careful with picking fungi, as many are toxic. Also plenty of destruction is 
caused during the fungus forays that are organized around Oxfordshire, as people pick everything 
they find only to realise most is not fit for consumption. It is better to only pick what we know we 
can eat, and not lay waste to entire swathes of countryside in the hope that what we get home may 
just about be fit to cook.

Fungi  play  an  important  and  fascinating  role  in  the  local  ecology,  so  make picking  fungi 
responsibly a part of the enjoyment of your activity.

Happy gardening

29



Library Friends Coffee Morning
Travellers’ Tales
with David Butler

Wednesday 3rd, 10:30 am for 11 am–12 noon

Come along and share your Traveller’s Tale, or just enjoy listening!

For more information contact Kennington Library 01867 730763

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: October 2012 www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Annual Show 2012.

A big thank you to all those who supported the annual show held on Saturday 8 th September 2012. 
Despite the dreadful weather this year members managed to exhibit over 200 entries. It was good to 
see a number of members exhibiting for the first time and winning classes. The full list of trophy 
winners is as follows.

1. Kennington Cup for most points in vegetable classes: Brian Maisey
2. Millenary Cup for the most points in flower classes: Marilyn Farr
3. Rose Bowl for best exhibit of roses: Margaret Young
4. Floral Art Cup for most points in floral art classes: Margaret Gardner
5. Millennium Cup for best exhibit in floral art classes: Jenny Roberts
6. Challenge Cup for most points in preserves & cookery: Margaret Buck
7. Gladys Prior Junior Floral Art Cup: Jamey Kirton
8. Miniature Cup: child up to age 7 group: Jamey Kirton
9. Junior Cup: child 8–11 years group: Jessica Walsh
10. Senior Cup: child 12–16 years group. No entry
11. Banjo Cup: best vegetable exhibit: Brian Maisey (Tomatoes)
12. Horton Cup: best vase of chrysanthemums: Brian Peedell
13. Dahlia Challenge Cup for most points in dahlia class: Tony Gunn
14. Peter Baker Cup for best photograph in show: Candy Morley

Forthcoming Events

Wednesday 24th October 2012, 7:30 pm: Village Centre

Our autumn programme commences with a welcome return of Ian Butterfield with a presentation in 
3D entitled, China in Autumn.

Wednesday 21st November 2012, 7:30 pm: Village Centre

An illustrated talk by Timothy Walker entitled Plant Hunting Turkey. The Annual General meeting 
will precede Timothy’s talk.

Both events: Members £2, non-members £3.

Saturday 8th December 2012: Christmas coach outing to RHS Wisley

Bookings  can  now  be  taken  for  this  outing;  please  telephone  the  treasurer  on  730961.  The 
all-inclusive cost is £12 per person available in the first instant to members only. The coach will  
depart from Manor Grove at 8:30 am calling at bus stops through the village. Estimated return time 
to Kennington is 5:30 pm.
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Christmas Craft Fayre
Edith Court, Tuesday 9th October, 11 am–4 pm

A variety of hand made articles for sale, and many items can be made to order!

Coffee and Tea 50p — Raffle for Charity

For information, contact Mary on 01865 327444

Kennington Women’s Institute
September Meeting

The Search for Oxford’s Medieval Wall and More

This month there was plenty of business to catch up on. We started with the good 
news that just over £150 had been raised at the Summer outing in June and John’s 
garden and that this will be donated to Headway. The members thanked the committee and our 
hosts for a perfect afternoon that had every eventuality covered.

We heard about the two National Federation campaigns. The first, incredibly ongoing since 2005, is 
in response to the dairy price reductions announced in July. Ruth Bond, Chair of the NFWI urged 
members and the public “… to get behind our farmers… we are asking everyone to shop with those 
retailers that we know are doing the right thing by British farmers.’ (When shopping we might 
consider  what  we  pay  for  bottled  water  as  opposed  to  fresh  milk).  The  second  is  the  ‘more 
midwives’ campaign that is seeking to bring attention to the increasing pressures midwives face due 
to chronic staff shortages and that require increased investment in the training and employment of 
midwives.

We then considered a request to get involved with the ‘Big Knit’, knitting little hats for Innocent 
drink bottles. The knitting patterns looked challenging, so look out for the bottles being sold in 
Sainsbury’s and Boots from early November. This is part of a fund-raising effort with 25p from 
each bottle sold being donated to Age UK.

After this there was a lively discussion about what had been happening and was coming up in the  
Oxfordshire WI as reported in News and Views. Finally we heard about a modest increase in WI 
subscriptions  next  year  and a  request  for  volunteers  to  lead the  very popular  Health Walks  in 
Kennington (contact Rosemary Aldgate 735419).

Then at last, onto the search for Oxford’s Medieval Wall! We were informed and entertained by 
George Ross and Roger Gelder, who gave us a lively tour of the remaining medieval wall and its 
bastions in Oxford. We were surprised at some of the uses that the more than 24 bastions are put to 
today. George and Roger advised that regarding the wall ‘you’ve seen it, but haven’t realised what 
you were looking at.’ So next time in Oxford, whether in Brewer Street, on Deadman’s Walk or in 
the Turf Tavern, we will be looking out for the wall. For those wishing to see more, a good starting 
point is the Church of St Michael at the North Gate (the Saxon Tower is the oldest building in 
Oxford), or perhaps a trip up the tower in the University Church of St Mary the Virgin in High 
Street.

Finally, over tea and coffee we enjoyed a reading by Vivienne Weekes who had won third place in 
the Oxfordshire round of the Lady Denman Cup. In five hundred words she told us of her marathon 
dreams. Well-done Vivienne!

October will be a busy month. On Wednesday 10th at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre we will hear 
about the first Tay Bridge; on Monday 15th at 12 noon in the Methodist Church there will be a 
Winter Warming Lunch; and on the afternoon of Tuesday 16th at 2:30 pm in the Village Centre 
the Abingdon Group Meeting will host a visit from Waitrose that will offer a tempting cheese and 
wine tasting.
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Parish Council Matters

September 2012 Meeting

Minutes available on-line. See page 21.

Those of you whose children or grandchildren 
play in The Links Play Area will have noticed 
that the repair and maintenance works have not 
yet  been  carried  out,  as  promised  in  last 
month’s edition. This is because whilst quotes 
were  being  sourced,  the  council  received  the 
annual inspection report, which  RoSPA carries 
out  every  year.  It  was  felt  that  all  necessary 
actions, including those mentioned in RoSPA’s 
report, should be dealt with together.

There is some work needing to be carried out as 
a  result  of  RoSPA’s  findings,  in  Forest  Side 
Play Area too,  with the main action being the 
wear of the floor within the multi-play unit.

‘This is an excellent facility. Well used and well  
maintained,’ is  how  RoSPA described  the 
BMX track in  Forest  Side.  This  is  lovely to 
hear  and  the  Council  still  receives  positive 
comments  on  this  facility.  Users  of  the  track 
will  have  noticed  that  the  ‘start’  has  been 
re-aligned, making it  a more natural start and 
finish.

Just a reminder of the road closure at the end 
of  Kennington  Road,  from  Monday 29th 

October for one week, due to the flood relief 
works  being  carried  out  around  the  first 
roundabout along the Kennington Road at the 
bottom of Upper Road (see page 22).

A shuttle bus is being arranged  to  run at  the 
same intervals as the normal service, with the 
scheduled bus turning into St Swithun’s Road 
and  using  Bagley  Wood  Road  to  bypass 
Kennington.

The  Parish  Council  considered  two  grant 
requests: The Apple Café was awarded £1,000 
and the Kennington Village Hall £1,500.

The Apple Café is a non-profit community café 
run by volunteers. Although it operates out of 

St  Swithun’s  Church Hall,  it  is  a  community 
rather than church-run venture.

The  grant awarded to  the Kennington Village 
Hall supports an application to the Vale of the 
White  Horse  District  Council  for  a  funding 
grant.  Together,  monies  generated  will  enable 
the  Kennington  Village  Hall  Management 
Committee  to  replace  the  22-year-old  light 
fittings  within  the  main  hall  and  toilets  with 
energy-efficient LED fittings.

This  type  of  fitting  is  70%  more  energy 
efficient and has a very long life span of around 
40,000 hours. As well as this energy  and  cost 
saving,  the  other  big  advantage  will  be  that 
renewing lights will be far less frequent, as this 
task is always hard due to access.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council

Dates of Council Meetings
Oc  t  o  ber 2012  

All meetings are normally held in the 
Village Centre and are open to you all.

Saturday 6th at 10–11 am
Saturday Office

Thursday 11th at 7:30 pm
Kennington Parish Council Meeting

Tuesdays 2nd & 23rd at 8 pm
Planning Committee Meeting

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan as it has only 21 days to 

send in its comments. Therefore please 
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you 

receive notification to ensure the Parish 
Council members are aware of any neighbour 

objections. Plans can be viewed by 
arrangement with the Clerk or online at 

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

To contact the clerk write or call
20 Kennington Road, 01865 421126

kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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The Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

This month we return to our regular programme of events run by our volunteers.

If you would be interested in volunteering in the Library in 2013 or helping with events please sign 
up on the Friends notice in the library or contact Sylvia Vetta on  vettasylvia@aol.com. As the 
saying goes: “Many hands make light work!”

The next monthly talk, Travellers’ Tales chaired by David Butler, will be a Friends coffee morning 
on Wednesday 3rd October  (page  30). Refreshments will be served from 10:30 am with the talk 
from 11–11:45 am.

Advance notice:

The November monthly talk on Wednesday 7th November will be an Author Talk. Liz 
Harris will present The Road Back, a beautiful tale of love and tragedy with the heart of 
it set, unusually, in the Indian Himalayan state of Ladakh. India is a wonderful location 
for  romantic  settings—a  land  of  immense  contrasts  in  its  peoples,  languages, 
landscapes,  cultures  and religions.  In  Liz’s  book passion  crosses cultures  against  a 
Buddhist background.

There will be children’s Rhymetime in English and French for the under 5’s in the Village Centre 
on Wednesday 17th October, 10:45–11:30 am (page 21).

We are always looking for new members. Details of how to join can be found at the library and on 
our our web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.

— Helen Hurrell, Secretary to The Friends of Kennington Library

Kennington Library Newsletter

Summer 2012 was an exceptional period for many athletes from around the globe. Our Children’s 
Summer Read competitors were superb as well. On Saturday 22nd September we had a fun party 
and awarded around 100 gold medals and Story-Lab certificates.

We also had a fabulous round the world Story Time as launch for the Summer Read Challenge. I 
again thank the kind parents, adult friends of the library, 21 in total, who told fantastic stories to 
more than 50 children.  It was a true cultural experience with excellent traditional costumes and 
food included.

Halloween,  31st October,  will  be the Wednesday of  half  term,  so  in  the weeks before children 
readers will able to pick up animal mask templates. Any readers coming on the Wednesday wearing 
their mask will receive a small treat!

A parent has very kindly bought the  excellent  suggested reading list for years 5 and 6, sent by a 
school teacher. Each book has a great write-up—and a great price. To buy all the books would cost 
more than £170. Remember that your child can borrow any of those  books free,  and  can  also 
reserve them free with their own library card.

Self-Service Installation will  take place on Thursday 11th while the library is  closed.  We don’t 
envisage any interruption in service and expect to open as usual Friday 12 th at 2 pm. Please bring 
your library ticket to use this new service, thank you.

Kirsty thanks all the readers who sent get-well messages.

— Dominique Henderson, 01865 730763, kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Village Diary

October
Tue 2 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 3
Blood Donor Session Village Hall

1:30–3:30 pm
4:15–7:30 pm

Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 6
Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Kennington Cancer Fun: Ladies’ Shoe Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Mon 8 Festival Group (730353) Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 9 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 10 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 11 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 13 Oxford Ceilidh: Diatonics Village Centre 7:30 pm

Mon 15
Kennington WI: Winter Warming Lunch Methodist Hall 12noon–1:30 pm
Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Wed 19 Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am

Sun 21 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 22 Festival Group (730353) Village Centre 2–4 pm
Tue 23 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

November
Sat 3 Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Mon 5 Festival Group (730353) Village Centre 2–4 pm
Wed 7 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Thu 8 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Sat 10 Kennington Cancer Fund: Christmas Bazaar Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Tue 13
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 14 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm

Sun 18 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 19
Festival Group (730353) Village Centre 2–4 pm
Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Wed 21 Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
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The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.

When submitting articles to the Chronicle, please “Remember to provide a 
contact phone or email address” in case of problems!
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