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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
The harvest is safely gathered in and the fields have been sown with the next crop. St Swithun’s
Church and School have held Harvest Celebrations in the church giving thanks for the good things
we enjoy and sending contributions of food to organisations helping those who are struggling.
We delight in watching the garden birds as they come into our gardens again to feed as the weather
grows colder. Migratory birds are already collecting in flocks and will soon sweep off to other
climates for the winter. As we watch them we learn!
Canada Geese migrate from September through November, often flying thousands of miles. Their
journeys are exhausting. They fly in a V formation, rotating the lead but always choosing those to
lead who can handle turbulence. The bird in the back gets added lift from the bird in front of it and
scientists believe this formation makes collisions much less likely and allows all the flock members
to keep track of each other. And as they fly, they honk. The honking is not protest or breathlessness
—it is encouragement to their leaders! The teamwork of those leading and the honking
encouragement to those with the difficult task are two things we might learn from them. All around
us there are people who are struggling one way or another and so often we are silent or grumbling
when a word or two of encouragement might transform the day for those going through a bit of
turbulence!
As the season changes from summer to autumn and a new term is well under way it is time to think
about the many opportunities and challenges we are facing. We are making plans so that the good
things going on in St Swithun’s continue and grow. I have been meeting with groups of people in
the church who share leadership of our activities and am so encouraged by their enthusiasm and
commitment. Perhaps we should all think about how we can help and encourage those who take up
leadership roles in the church and in the wider community of Kennington.
But back to the birds! And to Jesus’ words about them: He tells his disciples to look at the birds …
“They do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.” He
tells his followers that they should not worry… Let us trust our loving Heavenly Father for our
future and his provision and blessing.
Services in November
Sun 4th

9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 11th 10:45 am Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial followed by Service in Church
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 18th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 25th 9:30 am Holy Communion
11:00 am All Age Service
6:30 pm Compline
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Children’s Church
Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is an All Age
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
Freewave
See page 14 for details of Freewave activities, dates and times.
Craft Mornings
This month’s craft morning will be on Saturday 10th November, 10 am–12 noon. Bring your
children aged 4–11 and head home to enjoy the weekend papers!
Lost for Words?
Come to a six-session course, this autumn. This course will help us to think about our faith and how
we tell others about it. It is interactive and visual, and involves small discussion groups, practical
exercises, and time for questions. Held on Tuesdays at 7:30 pm in St Swithun’s Church, the last
two sessions will be on 6th and 13th November. Ring Isabel Baggott on 730950 for more details.
Advent Sunday 2nd December at 6:30 pm: United Service of Advent Carols in the Methodist
Church—all welcome.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road
01865 763676
Headington
Oxford
Email:
OX3 8AX
minister@limewalk.org.uk
You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES FOR NOVEMBER
4th 10:30 am The Rev John Rowland, one of our Supernumerary Ministers, leads a service of
Holy Communion.
11th 10:45 am Remembrance Sunday: We join with members of the other Kennington churches
and with the whole village for the Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial
followed immediately by a United Service at St Swithun’s led by the Village
Clergy.
18th 10:30 am World Church Sunday: We welcome Paul Spray from Oxford to lead our
worship.
25th 10:30 am Graham Kirby from Kidlington leads our worship for the Sunday before Advent.
MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge is held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month. We next
meet on Wednesday 21st at 10:30 am. Do come and join the residents for 30 minutes of informal
worship. All are welcome.
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Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship: This newly-formed group meets at a different home each
month at 2:30 pm. We share a short time of Bible study and prayer together, followed by a cuppa.
We next meet on Tuesday 20th to continue our study of the Philippians at the home of Dilys Cale,
69 Upper Road. All are welcome to this friendly meeting.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm): This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 5th at 8 pm. Further
details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
Come along and join the services held on Sunday 18th.
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Person’s Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House
The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.
Coffee Morning—Tuesday 13th in the Methodist Church from 10 am onwards. Bring & Buy
Stalls. Enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The October Coffee Morning raised £131.80.
Our December Coffee Morning on Tuesday 11th December at 10 am will be a Christmas
Special.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH:
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available for bookings on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Churches Together in Kennington
Every time I travel from Headington to Kennington I notice a bunch
of flowers fixed to a lamp-post along the eastern bypass and
provides a poignant reminder of an accident that happened there
many years ago.
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Such visual signs stir up memories, which help us to relive our experiences. But it is what we do
with our memories that makes the difference. Personal memories give us identity; they shape us
and make us the kind of people we are. A nation’s shared memories are its history.
In the Bible we read that when the children of Israel crossed over the River Jordan into the
Promised Land, Joshua ordered that one man from each of the 12 tribes should take up a stone from
the river bed, hoist it on his shoulders, and take it over to the far side of the river; the 12 stones
should then be set us as a memorial, ‘a sign’ of a significant event not just for the pilgrim Israelites
but also for the children who would come after them.
The expectation is that the Israelite children in the future will ask, “What do these stones mean to
you?” and they will hear the story of how God was faithful to them in the past and enabled them to
cross the River Jordan at flood stage. They will learn that God is indeed worthy of their trust for the
present and hope for the future.
Things that can be seen and touched aid our memory, the more so as the occasion being
remembered recedes into the distance. Furthermore they can be of help to succeeding generations
for whom an event was not a first hand experience but something read about.
So we wear our poppies, we build a cenotaph in Whitehall, erect a war memorial in villages up and
down this land and across the world, and promise that “at the going down of the sun and in the
morning we will remember them”. And so we, too, will wear our poppies and gather at the War
Memorial in our own community on Sunday 11 th November at 10:45 am for an Act of
Remembrance, followed by a special service in St Swithun’s Church.
Some of us who stand at the War Memorial will have no personal memory of war. And yet we can
all remember what it is like to feel scared; to feel sad; to lose something precious to us. So we use
our own memories to understand what this act of remembrance is all about so that we can join our
prayers with those who do remember.
For whether poppies or stone monuments are the visual aids to our remembering, what is important
are the personal stories behind them, which need to be told and heard again so that the act of
remembrance which we will share in Kennington becomes another story in the memory of our
community.
Above all, at every war memorial and in every Church there stands a cross to remind us of the
greatest story of selfless love and sacrifice ever told. A cross that reminds us of the significant
moment when God entered our world, giving His Son to share in our human experience and
offering us new life in Him.
At every war memorial and in every church there stands a cross which reminds us that death has
been swallowed up in victory—that the risen Christ can lead us from darkness to light, from sorrow
to joy and from despair to hope and so our act of remembrance becomes a shared affirmation of
trust in the One who calls to follow in His way of love and service so that God’s vision of peace
and justice may come one step closer.
— Rev Rosemary Davies
Churches Together update
• All the Churches will be taking part in the Act of Remembrance and Church service on Sunday
11th November in our village.
• We are planning to hold an Advent Carol service on Sunday 2 nd December at 6:30 pm at the
Methodist Church, in which we shall hear readings and sing hymns appropriate to the Advent
season before we get overwhelmed by the Christmas carols!
• The ecumenical afternoon study group continues to meet on the third Tuesday of the month at
2:30 pm at various venues. New members are always welcome. Please contact Dilys Cale on
739774 for more details.
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Kennington History Society
The Society’s September meeting, the first
following the summer break, was a quite
outstanding event with Bert Pridgeon giving
a fascinating and amusing illustrated talk
about the origins of ‘Oxfordshire Place
Names’. Bert entertained the well-attended
gathering, including a good proportion of
visitors, with stories of how these sometimes
strange place names had evolved over the
years from their ancient beginnings. Whilst many of these stories explained how different ways of
spelling places changed their name over time, I don’t think this will happen with this amusing
modern signpost misspelling (pictured), at the eastern end of Sugworth Lane.
Later in the month almost 50 members and their friends made a successful coach visit to the ancient
Roman town of St Albans. With both the Chairman and Mark Horseman unable to go, Peter Biggs
kindly stepped in and volunteered to act as group leader. Reports suggest everyone had a good time.
As with all of the Society’s past excursions the weather on the day was excellent and there proved
to be many interesting places to visit in this historic city. ‘Thank you, Peter!’
In October, member and lifelong supporter of the local Girl Guide movement, Margaret Biggs,
told us in pictures the second part of her story of ‘The Girl Guides in Kennington’. Those not
present at this meeting certainly missed a treat, as Margaret delightfully related how Guiding had
changed over the years both with the ongoing development of the new uniform and the provision
more exciting modern activities.
‘this month’
This month the History Society welcomes back a speaker with
a famous name, none other than James Bond, who on his
previous visit in October 2010 gave members a delightful talk
about ‘The History of Parks and Gardens in Oxfordshire’. On
this occasion, which will be Monday 19th in the Methodist
Church at 7:45 pm, James will give an illustrated talk
entitled, ‘The Deserted Villages of Medieval Oxfordshire’.
‘next month’
The Society’s next event will be held on Monday 17th December at 7:45 pm in the Methodist
Church when the well known local historian Liz Woolley will give another one of her popular
illustrated talks, entitled ‘The Common Lodging House in Victorian England’.
As with the History Society’s Christmas events in previous years, the talk will be followed by
Seasonal Refreshments.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.
— George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

KADS update
Well—is it that time again? (OH YES IT IS!)
We are well into rehearsals for ALADDIN.
Tickets are already selling well so if you would like to book please call Kay on 01865 739025. Full
details on page 19. If you are wanting last night or matinée tickets don't leave it to late!
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Luke’s Fund Bingo
Due to popular demand we are having a
Bingo on Friday 2nd November in the Village Hall.
Doors open at 7 pm. Eyes down 7:30 pm.
Lucky number entrance ticket £2 includes Nibbles. Drinks will be on sale
There will also be a raffle;
if you would like to donate a raffle prize that would be appreciated.
Luke took part in the British Transplant Games. He has requested that some
of the money raised be given to Birmingham Transplant Games Charity.
For further information please ring Margaret 01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.

Kennington Road closure 29th October–4th November
See page 13 for the details and reasons for the work that will be taking place.
Kennington Road’s north end (at the mini-roundabout by Upper Road) is closed to motorised
vehicles over the half-term from Monday 29th October to Sunday 4th November.
Pedestrians and cyclists will still have access.
A shuttle bus is running for bus users.
If possible, please try to avoid using Bagley Wood Road during this period, as this will be used by
the buses—rather use Sugworth Lane.

Road closures—the A34
Road closures from October to December for those using the A34. They will all take place at night.
1st–26th Oct

Kennington–Peartree northbound

th

th

21:00–05:30 (07:00 Sat & Sun)

Convoy

29 Oct–16 Nov Peartree–Botley southbound

22:00–05:00 (06:00 Sat & Sun) Closed

19th Nov–3rd Dec Botley–Kennington southbound

21:00–05:30 (07:00 Sat & Sun) Convoy

4th–21st Dec

Kennington–Peartree both directions 21:00–05:30 (07:00 Sat & Sun) Convoy

Kennington road closure 11th November
Kennington’s Act of Remembrance
The following roads will be closed Sunday 11th November, 10:30–11:30 am.
➢

Kennington Road & The Avenue: from Edward Road to Poplar Grove

➢

Bagley Wood Road: from St Swithun’s Road to Kennington Road

New Year’s Day Walk 2013
Next year’s NYDW will start promptly at
11 am on Tuesday 1st January 2013
Meet at Village Centre Car Park
— Roger Dennett, 01865 739979
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Kennington Artists Christmas Show
www.kenningtonartists.co.uk
St Swithun’s Church Hall, Kennington, OX1 5PL

We invite you to our
Christmas Show
Six Kennington artists will be exhibiting, and this year there will also be a wide
range of work by invited artists and makers—including ceramics, glass, cards,
painting and jewellery. There will be a café on Saturday and Sunday serving
homemade and seasonal refreshments.
Opening Times
Friday 30th November
Saturday 1st December
Sunday 2nd December

6–8 pm
10 am–4 pm
12 noon–4 pm

Flooding on Kennington Road
See page 10 for details of the Kennington Road closure
Currently there is a serious problem with flooding at the north end of Kennington Road (by Upper
Road). When there is heavy rain, the levels in the Hinksey Drain rise, flooding the surrounding
area. One of the main sources of the flood water is a low area of bank between the Kennington
Pools and Kennington Road. A series of measures is being taken to lower the top water level and
prevent the highway from flooding.
One of these measures is to raise the level of the bank between the ponds and the highway by
forming a small raised bank. To achieve this The Vale of White Horse District Council will be
working together with Thames Water and their delivery contractor Optimise. The raised bank,
which is being installed by the Vale, will be formed from surplus excavated material from the work
to remove silt from the Hinksey Drain and from laying new sewers.
The water in the pools is still and clear. These qualities will be given greater protection because the
frequency that the Hinksey Drain will rise sufficiently to overflow into them will be greatly reduced
by the increase in flow in the Hinksey Drain. This will also help protect the local wildlife. Other
works being carried out in the area by the Environment Agency, Network Rail, Oxford City Council
and Oxfordshire County Council will also help to improve the situation.
Extensive ecological surveys to determine the impact on the pools have been carried out by both
Optimise and the Vale of White Horse; the surveys include flora and fauna and great crested newt
surveys. Unfortunately some willow trees will have to be removed and some ground clearance
undertaken to allow space for the machinery and men to work safely. The affected areas will be
made good after the works have been completed.
Erin Merlin of BBONT is aware of the planned works and is happy with what is proposed He is
confident that there will not be any ecological damage to the fauna and flora near the pools.
— Rachel Groves, Optimise
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Freewave
Freewave is a youth group for 9–14s that meets every Sunday at 9:25 am (except for the fourth
Sunday of the month) to eat, play games and learn about God.
We will be meeting up at 9:25 am at the Kennington Youth Club on the following Sundays in
November: 3rd, 10th and 17th.
At around 10:20 we head over to St Swithun’s Church to have communion with the adults.
Anyone is welcome to join so do come along to try it out—we’d love to have you with us!
The Visit
We are organising a group of young people to see Rob Gillion’s One Man Show on Saturday 24th
November at 7:30 pm in Wesley Memorial Church Oxford. If you would like to join us or would
like more information about Freewave, contact Sam Partington on www.samsolutions.co.uk
or
ring him on 01865 327575.

Kennington Link WI
October Meeting
Members stood in silence at the beginning of this meeting as we remembered Mrs Joan Bowen
Thomas, recently deceased. Joan was an important member of our Institute; she was President
three times serving nine years in all, and was a dedicated committee member—we will miss her
greatly.
The speaker this month was Dr Ann Borrowdale telling us about Tales from the Exam Hall and
how the position of an invigilator is not always as easy as it seems. Several exams frequently take
place in one hall at the same time, therefore invigilators must be aware of how long each exam
takes and which students are allowed extra time. We heard that the main thing is to keep completely
focused, unlike the invigilator who was unconsciously playing with a cigarette lighter in his pocket
and managed to set fire to his trousers, or the man who rocked back and forth on his chair until he
fell backwards and knocked himself out. The speaker also explained some of the cunning
malpractices which can take place, and although students do sometimes fail to hand their mobile
phones in, it was encouraging to be told that they rarely want to cheat. This lively and interesting
talk provoked many questions before a vote of thanks was given by Mrs Sheila Prior.
Our congratulations go to Mrs Margaret Young who won first place in the Oxfordshire round of
the Lady Denman Cup for a story entitled ‘My moment of Glory’. Members were greatly
entertained by this story with its twist in the tail and it now goes forward to the national
competition so we hope it does well. It is lovely to know we have such talent in our institute.
Business matters & Correspondence
Tickets were on sale for the forthcoming Group meeting.
The evening WI invited members to a Winter Warmer Lunch on 15th October.
A survey seeking opinions on our ‘News & Views’ was discussed and filled in.
A letter from Mrs Mollie Clarke thanked members for their concern after her fall.
Financial Statement. Although several donations were about to be paid, out the Treasurer gave a
very satisfactory Financial Statement.
THE NEXT MEETING will be on 7th November when Mr Clive Jones will speak on ‘The
Mountains of Britain’. We meet at the Methodist Church at 2:15 pm. Visitors are most welcome.
14
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New from St Swithun’s School
As the days draw in and we find ourselves surrounded by the wonderful colours of
autumn, here in school we have all settled down into our new classes. In fact, we are
coming towards the end of our first term in this school year. We are celebrating our
children’s many successes, not only with their learning in school but also with the
activities that many of them are lucky enough to do after school and over the weekend. Our
curriculum is as vibrant and exciting as we can possibly make it, so that it inspires and motivates
the children, and makes learning irresistible.
Our Year 5 children were lucky enough to visit The Living Rainforest near Newbury. Below is a
report from some of our St Swithun’s journalists.
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, St Swithun's CE Primary School
01865 438933, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
The Living Rainforest was an awesome trip! The temperature was 25 degrees.
As we walked through the humid wilderness the toucans squawked, the
monkeys chattered, Courtney the crocodile snapped and the frogs ribbitted!
The dark gloomy water contained no reflection.
The birds, plants and animals were all amazing! We were all impressed with
the courtesy of all the staff, and we learnt a lot about the specialised species
and their adaptation to the rainforest habitatit was a wonderful trip! It was
also an incredible experience to see not only animals roaming free but birds
flying free! AMAZING!
Comments:
– James, Yr 6 pupil: Brilliant, like I was really there!
– Miss Moon, Teacher: I was really impressed with the size of the plants and how established the
green houses were!”
— Aaron, Charlie, Natasha and Charlotte.

Kennington Playing Fields Association
The Memorial Field Committee relaid the hedge between the Memorial Field and the playing field
some years ago at great cost with significant aid from the Parish Council.
Unfortunately, the hedge is suffering damage from young people kicking balls against it. The KPFA
is keen to prevent further damage to the hedge. Having sought advice from various parties,
including the Development Officer of the Oxfordshire Playing Fields Association (of which I am
Chairman, but with no financial interest in the project), KPFA has decided that the very best option
is a round closed goal.
A round closed goal (pictured) is a steel and steel-mesh construction that young
people can use for training or just to kick balls against. This would deter young
people from using the hedge, whilst providing them with a suitable play area.
The item would be situated as far away from the houses as possible, and should not
increase the volume of noise on the site as a whole. KPFA is to have a site meeting
with the Parish Council to agree exactly where it should go.
Expressions of support from the public would be very welcome.
With thanks,
— Bob Johnston, bobtjohnston@gmail.com
17

Grand Fireworks Party
Kennington Scouts presents…

Best Ever!
Grand Fireworks Party
Toasted Marshmallows
Mulled Wine!
Burgers — Hot Dogs — Drinks
Luminous Face Paints!
Saturday 3rd November, Scout HQ, Otters Lane
Gates open 5 pm — Bonfire lighting 5:30 pm — Display starts 6:15 pm
This event will go ahead unless the weather is extreme, so come ready to party!
Adults £4 — Children £3 — Under-5s Free.
Family tickets: 2 + 2 for £10, 2 + 3 for £12
Advance Tickets from section Leaders, and from Christian 07880 716633 and Maria 07727 363594
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British Legion Poppy Appeal
Late October sees the start of Remembrance Tide culminating in Remembrance Day itself on
Sunday 11th November.
The two weeks leading up to this day will be the period in which the army of “Poppy People” go
house to house around the village selling poppies.
We always need new volunteers. If you can spare a little time and would like to help this worthy
cause, please get in touch with either Barbara Boyne on 01865 735634 or Sheila and Michael Prior
on 01865 739796.

Kennington Women’s Institute
October Meeting
The meeting began with the usual business reports and news. Nothing startling
except for the disappointment that the Oxfordshire evening with Adam Henson was
oversubscribed meaning that some members are unable to attend—clearly an
evening with Adam Henson was an appealing prospect for many! We were
entertained with a presentation by David Holt on the building of the first Tay Bridge, ably
supported by his assistant on the projector. He had been advised not to make it last too long and he
didn’t—we were engaged throughout!
In the mid 1800s the journey from Edinbugh to Dundee by train was a long one due to having to
travel over land around the river estuaries. Bridges were an accepted way of crossing valleys for the
railways and it was decided to build a bridge over the Tay estuary from Newport on Tay to Dundee.
This bridge would be incredibly long, in fact the length of travel was equivalent to going from
Upper Road at the Oxford end of the village through to Sugworth Lane at the Abingdon end. The
bridge had more than 80 piers to support the construction. The design was complicated due to the
necessity of leaving the busy shipping lane clear, requiring a clearance of around 90ft for the sails,
therefore it had a higher section to allow for this in the centre of the bridge.
After safety inspections the bridge was opened in May 1878. It was the longest bridge in the world
at this time and even Queen Victoria travelled across it. Just 18 months later the tragedy happened.
On a dark, windy and stormy evening in December 1879 the central section of the bridge collapsed
as a train was crossing and more than 60 people perished when the train toppled into the sea. The
higher central section of the bridge had collapsed; this piece of the bridge was equivalent in length
to travelling from the War Memorial to Cranbrook Drive in the village.
The following enquiry established factors that had contributed to the disaster, but to this day there
is still controversy about what might have happened. One theme was that there was a chattering
sound as the trains crossed the bridge, but what was this due to? Incredibly when the engine was
recovered it was still intact and inside the girders of the bridge. Subsequently, it was refurbished
and put back into service, and the railway staff unsurprisingly nicknamed it ‘Diver.’ Within 10
years a new, more substantial bridge was built next to the foundations of the first bridge. It still
stands to this day. It is reassuring to know that the potential impact of the wind is now taken into
account when designing such structures, although many of us will remember the delay in opening
the Millennium Bridge in London!
Over tea and coffee we enjoyed listening to Redmond Lawson talk a little about his wife Kath, a
long standing member who sadly is no longer with us, so some reminiscing was done.
The next meeting is in the Village Centre on Wednesday 14 th November at 7:15 pm when we will
hear about the Mitford Sisters. New members will be very welcome.
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Kennington Festival Group
The members will have enjoyed another home-cooked lunch followed by the
usual afternoon meeting, by the time you read this.
We are looking for a few of you to join us particularly if you live on your
own and would like some company.
If you would like to visit us please come along to any of our meetings and you will be
welcomed by a friendly lot of people. You can stay as long as you like.
Our next Monday meetings in the Village Centre are on 5th and 19th November.
Arrive 1:45–2 pm and finish 3:45–4 pm.
Tea and cakes served at 3:15 pm.
We have now been given permission to use the Community Mini Bus, and are hoping to
have one or two outings in the near future maybe in time for Christmas shopping. We just
need to find a driver with the appropriate License. Any offers? ☺
We have a brilliant team of volunteer drivers so if you require transport or need more
information please ring me.
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Headway Oxfordshire (HWO) quiz night
Quiz Night: Friday 9th November, 8 pm, Kennington Village Hall
HWO is a registered charity based in Kennington. It provides information, support and
services to people with a brain injury, their families and their carers across
Oxfordshire. We are currently raising funds to go towards further developing key
facilities and activities within the Activity and Rehabilitation Centre at Kennington.
These improvements include:
➢

Additional Physiotherapy Equipment

➢

Redevelopment of our kitchen facilities, including a small café to support vocational and
training opportunities

➢

Development of our gardens to enable horticultural activities for those with green fingers
and, all being well, some produce for our café

Doors will open at the Village Hall at 8 pm for an 8:30 pm start.
Teams 4–6 people
Tickets £30 per team — includes nibbles
Licensed bar and raffle
For further details please email admin@headway-oxford.org.uk or telephone Charlotte Carlisle on
01865 326263 or 07775 037049.
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Kennington Youth Club
Youth Clubs—a thing of the past? Not if the healthy footfall coming into KYC
as our Autumn programme rolls out is anything to go by! Fajitas and fruit
kebabs got October off to a good start. These were the result of hard work by
our Kim Smith and the generosity of Sainsbury’s, who Kim persuaded to give
us £100 to encourage healthy eating. There was a bit of money left over too, with which we boosted
our kitchen equipment to enable more cooking opportunities—can’t wait! Then we did Tie-Dye,
producing some attractive pillow cases and one green T-shirt that some found hilarious and good
fun!
Thanks to Paul Farns’s carpentry skills and the organisation of our Ty Smith and others, we now
have a professional dartboard set up that can be folded ‘invisibly’ against the wall and has a built-in
oche. Good Health and Safety thinking this, which is a must with all our equipment in a club
heaving with members.
Sadly our chairman, Arash Fatemian, recently resigned due to pressure of work. This was a blow
but thanks Arash for stepping in when it was essential for the rebirth of KYC, and for all you did.
Roy King has replaced him as chairman, and Lynn Matthews is now vice chair.
To keep the club thriving, fund-raising and volunteers are essential. We can never get enough of
both. Our November fund-raising highlight will be a TABLE TOP SALE in the Youth Club
building (behind the Village Centre) on SATURDAY 24th NOVEMBER from 10 am to
12:30 pm. Refreshments available. £6 per table. Please call Kim on 07503 181430 or Roy on
01865 735864 to book your table.
Though the club is successful, concern for the future is always on our agenda. Has anyone out there
done any grant fund-raising and knows the do’s and don’t’s of the process? Our chairman would
like to hear from you please on 01865 735864. We are concerned too about insufficient volunteers
on Monday evenings. The club cannot exist without them and no experience is needed; we are a
non-threatening, friendly, and professionally organised club so helping is fun. Volunteer times are
6–8, 8–9 or 6–9 pm to suit, and details can be obtained by ringing 07905 249790 or speaking to
Roy King on 01865 735864.
— Alice Dore, Youth Leader, kenningtonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk

Kennington Athletic Football Club
We have started first year of league football well after playing a number of
friendlies and tournaments. We have had a successful and enjoyable two years
winning the majority of our games, but now the challenges are tougher.
At the end of last season three of our players were offered academy forms with
newly-promoted Premier League sides, two by Reading and one by Southampton,
we are proud of their achievements and wish them every success.
Since the start of this season we have lost two more to Oxford United, but we are also pleased that
all our other players from last season signed on with us again.
We have a great group of players who enjoy playing both with and for each other, and they have
reacted well to the loss of the boys to professional clubs. The effort they have put in, both in
training and matches, has been fantastic and they have been rewarded by winning some close
games that could have been lost.
We have played 5 league games so far, winning 3, drawing 1 and losing 1, and are currently sitting
second in the league, a good reward for the boys hard work.
— Simon Lewington, Under 9’s Manager
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Kennington Good Neighbours
DON’T FORGET: If you want your club or society to be mentioned in the new Kennington Good
Neighbours Village List for 2013–2015, and it is not already in the current booklet, please send all
contact details to me.
The deadline is Friday 23rd November.
— Barbara Boyne, 01865 735634, b.boyne@virgin.net, 5 Grundy Crescent

Kennington Overseas Aid
KOA’s funding-raising season for Lunch4Learning in 2012 has now come to
an end. Ike Garson, the charity’s Director, has sent the following message to all
those in Kennington who contributed to the success of this year’s campaign:
The trustees of Lunch4Learning express their sincere gratitude to the KOA
committee members, and to their many helpers and residents of Kennington
generally, who have made 2012 such a special year for us.
With your support 30 schools and around 30,000 children will now be able
to join our expanding programme. Individual school grants will enable
planting to take place in mid-January and first crops should be harvested in July 2013.
Please sign up for our newsletter at http://lunch4learning.org/site/ to be kept informed in 2013
of what your funds are doing in a very impoverished rural area of Uganda.
In fact, Ike set off for Uganda in mid-October to see how things are progressing on the ground, but
he will be back in time for KOA’s AGM on Thursday 15th November at 8 pm in St Swithun’s
Church Hall, when we will be presenting him with a large cheque. Until then the amount raised
this year is a secret; so, to find out by how much Lunch4Learning will benefit and to hear the latest
news of the charity’s work in Uganda, do come along to this meeting. We shall also be electing the
KOA committee for 2013 and will have available details of the three charities from which we will
choose our project for the coming year. Finally there will be a chance to mingle over a glass of
wine and some nibbles.
If you cannot come to the meeting, but would like to know more about KOA and to be kept
informed about our work please ring or email Marilyn Farr (marilyn@upperroad.demon.co.uk).
Sylvia Vetta (739071)
KOA Chairman

Marilyn Farr (326519)
Vice Chairman

www.koa.org.uk

St Swithun’s Fairtrade Morning
Come to our Coffee morning and Sale of Fairtrade goods!
Saturday 3rd November, 10 am to 12 noon, St Swithun’s Church Hall
There will be Fairtrade refreshments, tea and coffee, cake and biscuits.
There will be stalls with many Fairtrade goodies to buy. Come along and help us to support the
producers to get a fair price for their goods and improvements for their community too.
This is a one-off in the hall where usually the Apple Café is held, so come and meet your friends
here as usual.
Kennington is a Fairtrade village and St Swithun’s is a Fairtrade church.
More info from Brenda Groth (739229).
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District Church Choirs will be singing Handel’s Messiah in the Holywell
Music Room in Oxford on Sunday 4th November at 2:30 pm. Entrance is FREE with the
collection going to the Renal Unit at the Churchill Hospital.
The soloists will be Claire Barratt (Soprano); Rebecca Martin (Contralto); Ian Barratt (Tenor);
Stephen Barratt (Bass); Nia Williams (Accompanist); and Trevor Cowlett (Conductor). The
afternoon will be introduced by Dr Christopher Winearls, Renal Unit Consultant.
It will be a “Sing-In” performance, so if you would like to join the choir for the afternoon, bring
your score with you. Or just come to listen to this famous oratorio. We hope there will be a large
audience. Everyone is invited.
Further details are available from Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885 or trevor@cowlett.co.uk. Why
not have a look at the Choirs’ website—www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk? You can find out all about us
there.

Notes from Kennington Health Centre
You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
We are pleased to inform you that Kennington Health Centre has been selected to become a
training practice. Only those practices that achieve the highest standards are considered for this
role. We hope to get our first GP Registrar in August 2013.
NHS 111 service. Please note that you may now call the 111 service for non-999 calls in order to
get advice and to be directed to the appropriate service. This service is available 24/7 and should be
used when the surgery is closed.
Life on the go: Don’t have time to call the practice to cancel your appointment? You can now text
a cancel message to 07880 540028. Please leave your name, date of birth, and date and time of
appointment. This number will not be answered and will only be used to receive cancellation texts.
Cancelling unwanted appointments helps us to offer them to other patients needing a doctor.
Not everything we do in the practice is free of charge. Services such insurance reports, exam
certificates, holiday cancellation and HGV medicals attract a charge. These services are often
complex and require GP’s to undertake additional work on your behalf outside of normal surgery
hours. Such charges are governed by the British Medical Council. If you request such work please
understand that there will be a charge and we are unable to offer any kind of credit or payment plan.
Also understand that NHS clinical and administrative work takes priority over such requests. Please
ask the receptionist for more details.
We now have a new telephone system, which we hope will reduce the time that you will have to
wait to speak to a receptionist by diverting calls and asking patients to call back for non urgent
matters. Please listen to the messages and follow them where possible. This new system will allow
you to leave a request for a repeat prescription in a voicemail box as well as leave a message to
cancel an appointment. In order to make it work well, we ask that you help us by waiting until after
10:30 am to call about repeat prescriptions and to call after 3 pm for test results.
Christmas is approaching. The surgery will close at midday on Monday 24 th December and reopen
on Thursday 27th. It will also be closed on Tuesday 1st January 2013. We will remind you in the next
edition of the Chronicle about ordering repeat prescriptions.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net
29

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: November 2012
Forthcoming Events

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Wednesday 21st November, 7:30 pm, Village Centre: Annual General Meeting, followed by an
illustrated talk by Timothy Walker entitled Plant Hunting in Turkey. Members £2; non-members £3.
Saturday 8th December 2012: Christmas coach outing to RHS Wisley: Bookings can now be
taken for this outing; please telephone the treasurer on 730961. The all-inclusive cost is £12 per
person available in the first instant to members only. The coach will depart from Manor Grove at
8:30 am calling at bus stops through the village. Estimated return time to Kennington is 5:30 pm.
Thursday 8th–Monday 12th August 2013: West Midlands & Shrewsbury Show
For several years now, we have run short holidays to various locations in Britain and the continent.
This year’s holiday to Holland was oversubscribed and although some ‘regulars’ did not travel, ten
members who had not travelled previously did so.
In the past, we have endeavoured to publicise the event so that as many members as reasonably
possible hear about the planned holiday simultaneously. Because of the likelihood of being
oversubscribed next year we have decided, as not everyone receives their Chronicle on the first day
of the month, to accept bookings on a first-come-first-serve basis with effect from 9 am on
Monday 12th November by telephoning the treasurer on 730961 or by personal visit to 131
Kennington Road. Bookings before this date will not be accepted. A deposit of £50 per person is
required within seven days of booking. Cheques should be made payable to Norman Alan Group
Travel Ltd.
For next year we have negotiated the cost so that the more members that travel the cheaper the trip
becomes. We therefore expect the cost for twin/double to be in the region of £312–£326 and for
singles £356–£370. This will include four nights half-board at the Radisson Park Hotel, Telford,
coaching for five days, and admission to Shrewsbury Flower Show. As in the past, all other
excursions will be charged extra on a pay-as-you-go basis. Initially the offer is restricted to people
who were members on 1/10/2012, or who have travelled on a similar holiday in 2011 or 2012.
Insurance is not compulsory and members need to consider their circumstances before deciding
whether or not to take out insurance. Insurance is offered by Norman Allen at £19 per person. Note:
it will be a few weeks before cheques are presented for payment.
Here is a summary draft itinerary for August 2013, which as always is subject to change.
Thursday8th Depart Kennington for Telford. Visit en-route to Birmingham Botanic gardens.
Friday 9th

Dorothy Clive gardens, Hodnet Hall gardens or Wollerton Old Hall gardens.

Saturday 10th Seven Valley steam train; visit to Bridgnorth; pm: Iron Bridge Gorge.
Sunday 11th

Shrewsbury Flower Show.

Monday 12th En-route to Kennington, visit to National Memorial Arboretum.

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website. Go to On-line Archives at
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: ORCC Newsletter; NSPCC request for help; Armed Forces Community
Covenant Grant Scheme; Headway Oxfordshire; Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Finance,
Planning, and Amenities).
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The Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
During October the library has seen the carpet cleaned, a new storage cupboard, and reuse of the
remaining space in preparation for the delivery of the self service machine. Why not call in and see
the new look and have a go on the new machine!
This month we invite you to meet author Liz Harris on Wednesday 7th November at Kennington
Library. Talk about her new book The Road Back over coffee (see below).
Advance notice:
December Talk, Wednesday 5 December: Food and Homemade Gift ideas for Christmas
th

Bring along your favourite recipe and your ideas for homemade gifts, and look
out for the displays in the library for more homemade gift ideas.
Watch out for news in the library and on the website for confirmation of the
speaker for this event!
Come along and share your ideas or just enjoy listening to them!
We are always looking for new members. Details of how to join can be found at the library and on
our our web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
Volunteers provide refreshments at all the library events. If you would be interested in volunteering
in the Library or helping with events during 2013 please sign up on the Friends notice in the library
or contact Sylvia Vetta on vettasylvia@aol.com. As the saying goes: Many hands make light work!
— Helen Hurrell, Secretary to The Friends of Kennington Library

Rhymetime
Wednesday 21st, 10:45–11:15 am.
We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers
to sing along with some English and French seasonal verses.
Free refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.

All children under 10 to be accompanied by an adult carer.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.

Author’s Talk
The Friends of Kennington Library present

Liz Harris
author of

The Road Back
Wednesday 7th, 11–11:45 am (refreshments from 10:30)
The Road Back is a beautiful tale of love and tragedy with the heart of it set,
unusually, in the Indian Himalayan state of Ladakh. India is a wonderful
location for romantic settings—a land of immense contrasts in its peoples,
languages, landscapes, cultures and religions. In Liz’s book passion crosses
cultures against a Buddhist background.
“A splendid love story, so beautifully told.”—Colin Dexter
To book a place, please ring or drop into Kennington Library for your free ticket.
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Parish Council Matters
October 2012 Meeting
Minutes available on-line. See page 30.
Following on from last month’s article about
the play areas in both Forest Side and Playfield
Road, by the time you are reading this, the
recommendations made by RoSPA in its annual
report will have been carried out, making these
areas as safe as they can be. I would very much
appreciate you letting me know if you notice
anything in need of sorting, although the
Village’s Play Area Warden will have more than
likely already spotted it!
The graffiti on the columns under the fly-over
bridge is coming ever nearer to the top of the
Highways Department’s list. They plan to paint
the columns with special anti-graffiti paint,
making all future defacing easier to remedy.
Local residents of Colley Wood will have
noticed that works have been carried out to the
paving on the amenity area in Colley Wood.
Pye Homes Limited, owners of this plot of
land, has replaced the concrete slabs making
the surface even as well as re-setting the lose
kerb stones under the trees. This area is far less
of a tripping hazard zone since this work has
been completed and the Council has forwarded
its thanks on behalf of the Village to Pye
Homes for its efforts.
A copy of Carers Oxfordshire’s quarterly
newsletter can be seen on the Parish
Noticeboard in the Village centre together with
information of new training for carers who are
caring for a family member with dementia. I
have left a few copies of application forms for
completed for anyone interested, also on the
noticeboard.
The village Footpath Warden was delighted to
see that the County Council has provided a
footbridge over the stream at the junction of
Kennington and Radley, at the bottom of the
Memorial field.
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The major issue now is to get the Thames Trail
path between the road bypass overbridge and
the Kennington Railway junction bridge to be
improved to the standard that was done to the
Thames Trail through the City of Oxford. This
section of path is extremely muddy and has
potholes. The Footpath Warden has raised this
matter with the relevant officer at the County
Council.
An additional road sign will be used this year,
when the Kennington Road is closed for The
Remembrance Service on Sunday 11th
November. It will be at the top of Edwards
Road, informing drivers that they need to turn
right, as in previous years drivers through
Kennington have been assuming that there is an
alternative route through the Village to Radley.
— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council
Dates of Council Meetings
November 2012
All meetings are normally held in the
Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday 3rd at 10–11 am
Saturday Office
Thursday 8th at 7:30 pm
Kennington Parish Council Meeting
Tuesday 13th at 8 pm
Planning Committee Meeting
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan as it has only 21 days to
send in its comments. Therefore please
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you
receive notification to ensure the Parish
Council members are aware of any neighbour
objections. Plans can be viewed by
arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
To contact the clerk write or call
20 Kennington Road, 01865 421126
kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Village Diary
Apple Café: St Swithun’s Church Hall, Thursdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm and Saturdays 10 am–12 noon.
No Apple Café Saturday 3rd November, or Saturday 1st, Thursday 27th or Saturday 29th December.

Sat

November
Parish Council Office
40th Oxon Scouts: Bonfire & Fireworks
Festival Group (730353)
Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Meeting
Headway Quiz (326263)
Kennington Cancer Fund: Christmas Bazaar
Remembrance Day
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Parish Council Planning
Kennington WI
St Swithun’s Christmas Market

3

Mon 5
Wed 7
Thu
8
Fri
9
Sat 10
Sun 11
Tue

13

Wed 14
Sat 17
Sun

18 Service

Festival Group (730353)
Kennington History Society
Wed 21 Short Service
Sat 24 Kennington Youth Club: Table Top Sale
Fri 30 Kennington Artists Christmas Show
Mon 19

Village Centre
Scout HQ, Otters Lane
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
War Memorial
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge
Youth Club
St Swithun’s Church Hall

10–11 am
5:30 pm
2–4 pm
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
8 pm
10 am–12 noon
10:45 am
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
10 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
10:30 am
10 am–12:30 pm
6–8 pm

St Swithun’s Church Hall
St Swithun’s Church Hall
War Memorial
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

10 am–4 pm
12 noon–4 pm
6 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am
7 pm
7:30 pm

Methodist Hall

7:30 pm

Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Edith Court Lounge

3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
10:30 am

December
Sat

1 Kennington Artists Christmas Show
Kennington Artists Christmas Show
Sun
2
Carols around the Tree
Mon 3 Festival Group (730353)
Tue
4 Parish Council Planning
Wed 5 Kennington Link WI
Thu
6 Parish Council Budget Meeting
Tue 11 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Wed 12 Kennington WI
Thu 13 Parish Council Meeting
Fri 14
Yeomen of the Guard
Sat 15
Sun

16 Service

Festival Group (730353)
Kennington History Society
Wed 19 Short Service
Mon 17

Are you an artist or photographer? Would you like to see your image on the cover of
the Kennington Chronicle? Contact the Editor (page 41) if you have something to share!
Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message
out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 41) is happy to help.
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