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St Swithun’s Church Newsletter
See the church website for more information and updates: www.stswithunskennington.org
Well, how are you feeling about Christmas? As I write, there are few shopping days left, five
Sundays, at least 12 Carol services and simply hundreds (it feels!) of Christmas cards and presents
to get organised! And it’s the same for all of us.
So what’s happening? Is Christmas becoming so pressurised that we are losing a sense of what it’s
all about? The season of Advent begins on 2nd December, and that evening we will gather in the
Methodist church for an Advent Carol Service. As we sing and think and listen to readings we will
look forward through the eyes of the struggling people of Israel to the coming of a King: a baby
who was to bring light into darkness. The light was to be beautiful and pure: a light that brought
warmth and healing and peace, but it was also the sort of light that would shine into dark places and
show up the dust and dirt that had been hidden for ages. The thing was, that those who welcomed
the light danced in it, full of joy and hope, and those who pushed it away and ignored it stayed with
the restless messiness and sadness they’d lived in before.
The weeks between now and Christmas are a time of preparation, not just in practical ways but in
looking at ourselves and getting ready to celebrate the coming of the Light of the world. If we
really do it honestly, we look again into the dark places and come before God and ask him to clean
them up. The church calls it a season of penitence.
It is interesting to see that the hymn that has just topped a recent Songs of Praise popularity list,
‘Shine Jesus Shine’, reflects the idea of Jesus, the light of the world, shining into our darkness and
giving freedom and new beginnings:
Lord, the light of your love is shining,
In the midst of the darkness, shining:
Jesus, light of the world, shine
Set us free by the truth you bring us
Shine on me, shine on me.
Looking again at the stories of the preparations in the months before Jesus’ birth, we see Mary and
Joseph coming to terms with the challenge of the amazing, life-changing secret that they carry;
Mary and her cousin Elizabeth jumping for joy; the shepherds, oblivious of what is to happen; and
the wise men searching out info and packing up their camels. They will begin a journey that will
mean following a star of light, to the place where they will meet the light of the world. Recognising
him and rejoicing, they will offer him the best gifts they have as they worship him. And after that
life-changing experience, no doubt they would never be the same again!
As we again follow the well-loved story and make our own preparations, maybe we can find a bit
of space to look at the dark places we would like to be flooded with light, both in our lives and in
the world. Our prayer, as we look towards Christmas, might be:
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Shine, Jesus, Shine.
Fill this land with the Fathers glory;
Blaze, spirit, blaze
Set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow,
Flood the nations with grace and mercy;
Send forth your word,
Lord, and the there be light
— Pam McKellen, Vicar of Kennington, Radley and Sunningwell
Services in December
Sun 2nd

9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Advent carols in the Methodist Church

Sun 9th

9:30 am Holy Communion
6:00 pm Carols around the Tree (followed by mulled wine and mince pies provided by
the Parish Council in the Church)

Sun 16th 9:30 am Holy Communion
11:00 am All Age Service
6:30 pm Carols by Candlelight (followed by mulled wine and mince pies)
Sun 23th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 24th 4:00 pm Nativity
1130 pm Midnight Communion
Sun 25th 10:00 am Christmas Morning Communion
Sun 30th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline
Children’s Church
Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is an All Age
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.
Craft Mornings
This month’s craft morning will be on Saturday 8th December, 10 am–12 noon, with a Christmas
Theme. Bring your children aged 4–11 and head home to read the paper or do some Christmas
preparations.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed on the next page.
We look forward to seeing you.
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WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES FOR DECEMBER
2nd Advent 1
10:30 am We welcome the Rev David Bull, one of our Supernumerary Ministers, to lead
our service, during which we shall light the first candle on our Advent ring to
mark the beginning of the Advent season.
6:30 pm We shall hold an ecumenical Advent Carol Service in our Methodist Church,
when we shall hear readings and sing hymns appropriate to the Advent season
before we get overtaken by the singing of Christmas carols! Everyone is invited.
th
9 Advent 2
10:30 am We welcome our Superintendent Minister, the Rev Dr Martin Wellings, to lead
our monthly Communion Service.
th
16 Advent 3
10:30 am We welcome Matthew Stammers, a local preacher from Wesley Memorial
Church, to lead our morning worship.
th
23 Advent 4
10:30 am CAROL SERVICE, led by Jim Hewitt. An opportunity to sing your favourite
Christmas carols.
th
24 Christmas Eve (Monday)
3:00 pm A quiet, reflective service in preparation for Christmas which will include the
celebration of Communion led by the Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies.
th
25 Christmas Day (Tuesday)
9:30 am Come and worship Christ, the new-born King! A Christmas service led by Paul
Spray, a local preacher from Wesley Memorial Church.
th
30 Christmas 1
10:30 am CAFÉ CHURCH. An informal act of worship led by the Minister, the Rev
Rosemary Davies. A special welcome to everyone.
MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS
There will be NO mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge this month.
There will be NO meeting of the ecumenical house fellowship this month.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm): This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 3rd at 8 pm. Further
details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
Come along and join the services held on Sunday 16th.
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Person’s Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House
The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.
Coffee Morning—Tuesday 11th in the Methodist Church from 10 am. This will be a Christmas
Special. Bring & Buy Stalls. Enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The November Coffee
Morning raised £129.16. Our January Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 8 th January at
10 am.
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HIRING A ROOM AT THE METHODIST CHURCH
If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist
premises and that currently the Church is not available for bookings on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday

6:30 pm (Vigil Mass)
9:15 am
11:15 am
6:30 pm

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
– The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Special Events and Services during December
Saturday 1st, 4 pm, Holy Rood Church, Folly Bridge, Oxford
4:00 pm

Advent Lessons & Carols – Music by the Newman Consort

Saturday 8th
10 am–3:30 pm

Day of Recollection for Advent

Christmas Eve, Monday 24th
5:30 pm

Family Mass with Nativity Play at Our Lady of the Rosary, Botley

9:30 pm

Mass of Midnight at Holy Rood, Folly Bridge, Abingdon Road

Christmas Day, Tuesday 25th, Good Shepherd, Bagley Wood Rd, Kennington
10:00 am

Mass of the Day

Penitential Services, with opportunity for individual confession, at English Martyrs’, Didcot on
Monday 17th at 7:30 pm and at Our Lady & St Edmund, Abingdon on Thursday 20th at
7:30 pm.
Short Penitential Service for children (adults welcome) at Holy Rood on Saturday 22nd at
9:30 am.
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Parish Council Matters
November 2012 Meeting
Minutes available on-line. See page 33.
Is your child 3 or 4 years old? If your child
was born on or between 1st September 2008 and
31st August 2009, you need to apply for a
primary school place now. You must still apply
even if your child already attends a nursery
attached to the school. Closing date is Tuesday
15th January 2013. You can apply online at
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
The planned works in play areas at both Forest
Side and Playfield Road, recommended by
RoSPA, were not in fact completed in time for
November’s issue—but I’m sure all is
completed now!
You might have noticed that the replacement
dog bin in the alleyway at the side of the
Tandem is a general litter bin and not just for
dog waste. The Vale of White Horse District
Council is no longer installing dog waste bins,
as dog waste no longer needs to be dealt with
separately. It can also be put in your grey refuse
bins for disposal. Where there are two bins—a
dog and general waste bin side by side—either
bin may be used for your poo bags, as both will
be emptied at least weekly.
The District Council explained that there are
also financial savings to be made—if the
Council installs only one bin that does two jobs,
rather than both a litter bin and dog bin, it saves
money when buying, storing, installing and
emptying bins.
Preparations are underway for the Carols
around the tree, with the mulled wine being
mulled and the mince pies and sausage rolls
ordered. The Council hopes you can come
along on Sunday 9th December at 6:00 pm.
With regard to recycling your Christmas trees
after Christmas, we hope that you will be able
to take them to either of the Forest Side or
Playfield Road playing fields car parks, where
they will be collected on the normal recycling
day. This has not been confirmed as yet, but
seems probable.

Oxfordshire County Council has asked the
Parish Council to display the Waste Recycling
Centre’s Christmas opening hours, which has
been done, however I thought it worth
including in this month’s article. They are as
follows:
Christmas Eve

8:00–15:00

Christmas Day

CLOSED

Boxing Day

CLOSED

Thursday 27th–Sunday 30th

8:00 – 17:00

New Year’s Eve

8:00–15:00

New Year’s Day

CLOSED

Wednesday 2nd January returns to normal:
8:00–17:00
On behalf of the Parish Council, I wish
everyone a healthy and happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year.
— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council
Dates of Council Meetings
December 2012
All meetings are normally held in the
Village Centre and are open to you all.
No Saturday Office in December.
Tuesday 4th at 8 pm
Planning Committee Meeting
Thursday 6th at 7:30 pm
2013/2014 Budget Meeting
Thursday 13th at 7:30 pm
Kennington Parish Council Meeting
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan as it has only 21 days to
send in its comments. Therefore please
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you
receive notification to ensure the Parish
Council members are aware of any neighbour
objections. Plans can be viewed by
arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
To contact the clerk write or call
20 Kennington Road, 01865 421126
kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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News from St Swithun’s School
This month, we have three separate submissions for St Swithun’s School.
We have been very pleased to welcome Helen Atkinson as our new headteacher at St
Swithun’s at the beginning of September. We have also been pleased to welcome a
number of new parent and foundation governors to the school governing body, and
together we are working hard to ensure our school continues to be a good and improving school so
that our children benefit from a positive learning experience.
We are now looking to appoint an organised, efficient and committed Clerk to the Governing Body
—a role that is central to the effective organisation of the Governing Body’s work and a valuable
source of expertise. The post will offer the successful applicant an interesting position to make a
significant contribution to the smooth running of the village school and to the education of our
children.
Duties will include the preparation and distribution of electronic agendas, minutes and reports, and
minute-taking at three governing body meetings per school term. Meetings are held in the evenings
between 6:30 and 8 pm. The role would suite someone who is looking for part time work, or to
supplement their existing income. Working hours are anticipated to be 80–100 hours per annum at
an hourly rate of £7.64.
Previous experience of minute-taking and Clerk to Governors is desirable, but not essential, as full
support, guidance and training will be available from the Oxfordshire Governor Services team.
How to Apply
If you would like to support our village school and work in a team where you will be well
supported we would like to hear from you. Please contact Margot Nelson via the school office on
01865 438933 or email office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk.
Applications Close: Friday 21st December 2012
Start Date:
As soon as possible.
— Margot Nelson, Chair of St. Swithun’s School Governing Body
01865 438933, office.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
It is always lovely to welcome everyone back into school after a break, rested, refreshed and ready
for what is probably our busiest term in the run-up to Christmas. We are all as busy as ever, with
many exciting lessons and visits. Our Year 6s have visited JR Hospital in Oxford to take part in
IMPS—the Injury Minimisation Programme for Schools. This is a programme that aims to
demystify hospitals and teach children important first-aid skills.
The Upper Juniors have lots of events coming up in the next few weeks. To support their Wild
Earth topic about Africa, an artist will visit the school to inspire the children to create willow
sculptures of African shields and masks. Jonathan’s Jungles will be coming with a range of African
animals. To consolidate learning in science, Science Oxford will also be visiting to run workshops
with the children.
Our Year 2 children enjoyed a visit from fire fighters from Oxfordshire’s Fire and Rescue Service
recently—along with a fire engine. The children were able to learn how to make a fire safety plan
for their families. They got to sit in the fire engine and learn about all the equipment on board. The
children also learnt about fire fighters’ uniforms and the special features that keep them safe when
fighting fires.
We are all looking forward to an exciting term!
— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, St Swithun’s CE Primary School
01865 438933, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk
Continued on page 13/…
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…/Continued from page 10
Lucy and Mia, two of our journalists, have written an exclusive report for the Chronicle about an
exciting event in the lower juniors.
Aliens Come to St. Swithun’s School!
th

In the afternoon of the 26 September, when Years 3 and 4 were in singing practice, something very
strange happened. Mr Dando (Deputy Headteacher) came bursting in with an important message.
He told us that there was something in the middle of the field, so we got pencils and paper to sketch
the object. Eventually all of Years 3 and 4 were in a big circle around the amazing object. We
discovered that a rocket ship had landed in our school field!
Mrs Thomas saw something inside it. It was a black box! She carefully opened it and looked inside.
She found that there was a code in the box. The children went back their classes and worked hard to
crack the code. It was from Pim and Pom, two Maths aliens from the planet Posiv, who are now
exploring in Kennington (you might have seen them!).
We are helping Pim and Pom to find out about our planet and our village. We are doing lots and lots
to help them, but so far nobody has seen them at our school. People have seen them at the Co-op,
the hairdressers, the post office and the library. Years 3 and 4 are learning all about space, the Earth,
Sun and Moon. We are also going to be learning about Kennington in History and Geography to tell
Pim and Pom about our fantastic village. If you see Pim and Pom around the village, please contact
the teachers in Years 3 and 4. Thank you!
— Lucy and Mia

The Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
Why not call in and have a go on the new self service machine?
December Monthly Talk, Wednesday 5th
Food and Homemade Gift ideas for Christmas
Bring along your favourite recipe and your ideas for homemade gifts, and look
out for the displays in the library for more homemade gift ideas.
Watch out for news in the library and on the website for confirmation of the
speaker for this event!
Refreshments will be served from 10:30 am with the talk from 11 am to 11:45 am.
Come along and share your ideas or just enjoy listening to them!
Advance Notice: There is no talk in January, but…
Mary Cavanagh will be the guest speaker on Wednesday 6th February
with a talk entitled “Love In The Third Age”
Watch out for news in the library and on the website for more information about this event.
We are always looking for new members. Details of how to join can be found at the library and
on our our web site www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk.
Volunteers provide refreshments at all the library events. If you would be interested in volunteering
in the Library helping Dominique and Kirsty in 2013 or helping with events please sign up on the
Friends notice in the library or contact Sylvia Vetta on vettasylvia@aol.com. As the saying goes:
“Many hands make light work!”
— Helen Hurrell, Secretary to The Friends of Kennington Library
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Santa Claus at the Christmas Tree Lights
Kennington Parish Council

Christmas Tree Lights
Santa Claus will be joining us when we switch on the Christmas Tree Lights
at the War Memorial at 6 pm on Sunday 9th December.
Kennington Band will be playing the music.
Come and join us and sing some Carols.
Enjoy a Mince Pie and a glass of Mulled Wine.
A collection will be taken for Local Charities

Notes from Kennington Health Centre
You can order repeat prescriptions online from our website www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
December sees the launch of our new website! This provides us with a platform to keep you up to
date with what is happening. It also provides you with many links to other health sites and
organisations. The site still provides the facility to order prescriptions, and introduces a facility to
cancel appointments online. Please take a look at the site and let us know if there is anything else
we can add. www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
We provide a range of toys and books to keep children occupied while you are waiting to see a GP.
We ask parents to ensure they are put back when they are called to see the GP. Toys and books
abandoned on the floor become trip and slip hazards for members of staff and other patients, many
of whom have mobility problems. Help us to keep the Health Centre a safe and friendly
environment.
Electronic prescribing. We will be moving to this early 2013. What does this mean? Well, it will
mean that we no longer issue paper prescriptions. The GP will ask you where you want to pick up
your medicines and at the push of a button the prescription will appear at the pharmacy of choice. It
will also mean that those patients on a steady course of drugs will no longer have to contact the
Health Centre each month to get a repeat—it will automatically appear at your nominated
pharmacy each month. Please do not worry about this at the moment. We will provide more
information at the start of the year.
The Health Centre will close at 12 noon on Monday 24th December and reopen at 8:30 am on
Thursday 27th December. We will also be closed on Tuesday 1st January. Please ensure that you
submit requests for repeat prescriptions early—we suggest that you ensure they are with the
practice by Thursday 20th December to ensure that we can process them before we close.
We have our new telephone service in place. This system helps to manage the increasing volume
of calls by diverting patients to voicemail or letting them know that they should call back at certain
times for certain services. Please be aware that when you come to the end of the message there may
be a wait to speak to a receptionist. We are working with the telephone company to add a message
to let you know that you are still in a queue.
There are still 40–50 appointments a week where a patient does not turn up. If you cancel your
appointment this can be offered to other patients who are waiting. You may cancel in a number of
ways including: leaving a message on our voicemail; via our website; and by text (07880 540028).
Please help us to manage our appointments more efficiently by letting us know you do not need it.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243
Attracting Moths to a Garden
It is article-writing time; what should I write about? How about moths! Something we often take
for granted, but also something that, if we can attract them into our garden, really does indicate we
have the micro-ecosystem reasonably in balance.
The choice of plants in our gardens is key, as some plants attract key species of moth.
Leaving a moderate patch of Willow Herb, often thought of as weeds, can attract Elephant Hawk
Moths. The caterpillar is a fantastic looking things, like a furry slug with huge eyes. Well, you may
think that they are its eyes, when actually these markings are on its back end, which rears up at you
quite fearsomely if it feels threatened. Its head is at the other end. It has a long nose which is why it
is called Elephant Hawk Moth. When in its adult moth form, it can be very pink; just stunning!
Verbascum, or Mullein as it is sometimes known, both white and dark, are the food plant of the
larvae of the Striped Lychnis Moth. These larvae have also been
found on ornamental Verbascum, so they seem adaptable as most of
the ornamental types are foreign to this country.
If you are planting a new hedge, try incorporating some native
Berberis, as these in turn attract a rare and protected species of moth
called the Barberry Carpet Moth. I had the privilege of visiting a
site in Oxfordshire two days ago, where you can still find this moth
(I may not reveal the confidential site, one of only three in the
country where it can be found, as it is a protected species).
Also two days ago, a huge Convolvulus Hawk Moth was found in
an Oxford garden, attracted by white Nicotiana (pictured).
So you see, wildlife gardening is a mosaic of interconnected parts. I hope these articles are
encouraging you to think a little more carefully about how you garden to give the wildlife a chance.
Happy gardening!

Kennington Artists Christmas Show
www.kenningtonartists.co.uk
St Swithun’s Church Hall, Kennington, OX1 5PL

We invite you to our
Christmas Show
Six Kennington artists will be exhibiting, and this year there will also be a wide
range of work by invited artists and makers—including ceramics, glass, cards,
painting and jewellery. There will be a café on Saturday and Sunday serving
homemade and seasonal refreshments.
Opening Times
Friday 30th November
Saturday 1st December
Sunday 2nd December

6–8 pm
10 am–4 pm
12 noon–4 pm
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Kennington Library Newsletter
The library’s last day this year is Saturday 22nd December.
It will reopen Wednesday 2nd January.
“Why not explore the library online during the festive season when you can't visit us in person?”
Now is the best time of year to join if you aren't a member already.
Reference Online offers free access to a range of subscription websites including historical
newspapers, encyclopædias, dictionaries and biographies. It is also a brilliant place to go when you
are writing general knowledge questions for the Christmas or New Year quiz; simply whiling away
the festive holiday with brainteaser competitions; or taking it easy listening to the Naxos Music
Library music streaming service. With over 50,000 tracks to choose from, all you need is your
library membership number! www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/referenceonline
If you are lucky enough to receive an e-reader for Christmas, don't forget to combine it with the
best Christmas card that you can have—your Library card—and download free e-books from our
selection. Simply go to www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/libraries and click on the e-books link.
To find out more news from Oxfordshire Libraries, follow us on Twitter at #oxonlibraries. Hope
this sparks something for you.
Remember too the Christmas break also means extra time to watch one or more good films. “Two
weeks for the rental price of one!” We have over 400 DVDs in Kennington alone and many more
on catalogue countywide. Offer available one week Monday 17th to Saturday 22nd December.
Please make your reservation the first week of December if you would like to borrow it before
Christmas. Thank you.
The staff at Kennington library all wish you all a
“Sparkling Christmas and Happy New Year 2013!”
— Dominique Henderson, 01865 730763, kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Rhymetime
Wednesday 19th, 10:45–11:15 am.
Book now and collect your free ticket to join us for our
“Arbre de Noël” party.
Sing along to Christmas rhymes and carols both in English and French!
Free refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.

All children under 10 to be accompanied by an adult carer.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.

Road closures—the A34
Road closures from October to December for those using the A34. They will all take place at night.
19th Nov–3rd Dec Botley–Kennington southbound
th

st

4 –21 Dec
18

21:00–05:30 (07:00 Sat & Sun) Convoy

Kennington–Peartree both directions 21:00–05:30 (07:00 Sat & Sun) Convoy
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Meningitis Research Foundation
Thank you
Earlier this year many people generously supported my
charity sponsored climb of Mount Kilimanjaro in aid of the
Meningitis Research Foundation.
I am pleased to announce that at 7:30 am on Tuesday 28th
August I reached the summit (Uhuru Peak) of Kilimanjaro. It
was extremely challenging yet at the same time an incredible
and enjoyable experience (although I did tend to find that the
enjoyment came more in hindsight, a couple of days after
leaving the mountain).
The final total raised was £2,535. A massive thank you to
everyone who contributed towards this and helped me with
fund-raising. The Meningitis Research Foundation has
recently been in touch with me to express its gratitude so I am
passing on the foundation’s thanks as well.
— Lisa Macready

New Year’s Day Walk 2013
Next year’s NYDW will start promptly at
11 am on Tuesday 1st January
Meet at Village Centre Car Park
— Roger Dennett, 01865 739979

Kennington Festival Group
We are looking for a few of you to join us, particularly if you live on your own
and would like some company.
Don’t sit there thinking, “Shall I go?” “No, I can’t be bothered”, or “It’s too
much effort.” Surprise yourself and who knows what may happen!
If you would like to visit us please come along to any of our meetings and you will be welcomed by
a friendly lot of people. You can stay as long as you like.
Our next Monday meetings in December the Village Centre are 3rd and 17th (Christmas Tea).
Arrive 1:45–2 pm and finish 3:45–4 pm. Tea and cakes served at 3:15 pm.
Raffle drawn at 3:40 pm.
We have now been given permission to use the Community Mini Bus and are hoping to have one or
two outings in the near future, maybe in time for Christmas shopping. We just need to find a driver
with the appropriate license. Any offers?
We have a brilliant team of volunteer drivers, so if you require transport or need more information
please ring me.
Happy Christmas everyone!
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Is your child 3 or 4 years old?
Primary School Place: You must apply now!
If your child was born between 1st September 2008 and 31st August 2009,
you need to apply for a school place now.
You must still apply even if your child already attends a nursery attached to the school.
Closing date: Tuesday 15th January
Apply online: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
Information: admissions.schools@oxfordshire.gov.uk or 01865 815175

Kennington Youth Club
The management and I have our fingers crossed as you read this. For it is
about now that I will learn if we have won a Microsoft Hub in a nationwide
competition we entered for one of thirty Microsoft outfits. Winning will
enable the club to run a peer education programme, which will ensure that a wider group of young
people have improved IT knowledge. It will also give access to other skills relevant to the digital
workplace. Don’t hold your breath for us though, it has to be hope over expectation with all the
youth clubs that might enter nationwide!
I am serious about the IT though, and together we will continue to seek funding wherever we can,
should we not win a Hub. For it is IT that is a key to an ambition to bring our purpose-built
premises into more than once a week use. Lack of finance prevents this at present. With IT the
potential for extra use is huge, and we gear this to a vision that integrates our members more into
the whole community in a variety of mutual self-help ways. That is the future for young people in
Kennington that I and my colleagues work towards.
Back to the present, however… November kicked off with National Youth Work Week. Each of
these weeks centres around a single theme, which this year was Connecting Cultures. Our members
celebrated this with a multicultural food evening. The Bombay mix and frankfurters were popular,
but sushi proved to be an acquired taste! Always ready to try something different, later in
November we have a Youth Club exchange with North Leigh. This should be fun as both clubs
have said they would like to visit the other.
It is good to report that four volunteers have come forward as a result of our appeals, and should a
few more of you be thinking it might be something you could do there is still room for more. With
your help we could get a good rota going. Contact Lynn Matthews after school or on 453954, or
Roy King on 735864 for full details. Our thanks go to the Holliday family for the donation of some
useful pool cues, the Sturgess family for a supplementary table football and to our own committee
members who have repaired the vandal damage to our roof yet again. We seek ways of preventing
roof access completely—repairs cost us significantly. It is a bit audacious, but is there anyone out
there able to look at our Wii TV to tell Roy King on 735864 if it is worth sending for repair?
On Friday 7th December, I shall as usual be opening Kennington Kosta from 3:45 to 5 pm, it being
the first Friday. On Thursday 20th, we have a trip opportunity to see Starlight Express with other
Youth Clubs at the Theatre, and then to Ice Skate into Christmas Eve at the rink. Both events are
timed to finish a good 2012 on a high. Happy Christmas!
— Alice Dore, Youth Leader, kenningtonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk
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Gentle Daytime Exercise Class
Register your interest in a daytime, midweek exercise class in Kennington
starting in the New Year.
The sessions are for you if you want to gently raise you heart rate and to
keep up your general health and well-being levels.
Please contact me for information or to register your interest.
— Ashley Chapman, 01235 547646, 07717 714477, ashley.chapman@southandvale.gov.uk

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: December 2012

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events
Saturday 8th December 2012: Christmas coach outing to RHS Wisley
We still have plenty of seats for this outing; telephone the treasurer on 730961. The all-inclusive
cost is £12 per person. The coach will depart from Manor Grove at 8:30 am calling at bus stops
through the village. Estimated return time to Kennington is 5:30 pm. This trip is excellent value as
only the coach is charged for. The normal gate price at Wisley is £9, but entry is free under our
RHS affiliated membership. Although winter, there is still much to see at Wisley both inside the
glass houses and outside.
Thursday 8th–Monday 12th August 2013: West Midlands & Shrewsbury Show
Since this holiday was announced in the November Chronicle, 30 people have so far booked. Places
can be reserved by telephoning the treasurer on 730961. A deposit of £50 per person is required
within seven days of booking. Cheques should be made payable to Norman Alan Group Travel Ltd.
For next year we have negotiated the cost so that the more members that travel the cheaper the trip
will be. We therefore expect the cost for twin or double to be in the region of £312–£326, and for
singles £356–£370. This will include four nights half-board at the Radisson Park Hotel, Telford,
coaching for five days, and admission to Shrewsbury Flower Show. As in the past, all other
excursions will be charged extra on a pay-as-you-go basis.
Insurance is not compulsory and members need to consider their circumstances before deciding
whether to take out insurance. Insurance is offered by Norman Allen at £19 per person. Note: it will
be a few weeks before cheques are presented for payment.
Here is a summary draft itinerary, which as always is subject to change.
Thursday 8th Depart Kennington for Telford. Visit en-route to Birmingham Botanic gardens.
Friday 9th

Dorothy Clive gardens, Hodnet Hall gardens or Wollerton Old Hall gardens.
th

Saturday 10
th

Sunday 11

Seven Valley steam train; visit to Bridgnorth; afternoon: Iron Bridge Gorge.
Shrewsbury Flower Show.

Monday 12th En-route to Kennington, visit to National Memorial Arboretum.
Wednesday 16th January 2013, 7:30 pm, Village Centre: Social Evening
This event will follow the format of similar social evenings, with free cheese & wine, quizzes, and
photographs taken by members throughout the year.
The committee wishes all members a very happy Christmas and New Year.
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District Church Choirs will be giving two concert performances in costume
of The Yeomen of the Guard by Gilbert & Sullivan in the Methodist Church Hall in Upper
Road on Friday 14th & Saturday 15th December at 7:30 pm.
There will be the usual star-studied cast with Nia Williams at the piano and Trevor Cowlett
conducting. The collection will be for Penhurst Special School at Chipping Norton and Action
For Children. Seating is limited to 75 at each performance, so come in good time for a seat.
It will be an evening of music, sparkle and fun for all the family. Don’t miss it!
Further details are available from Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885 or trevor@cowlett.co.uk. Or
why not have a look at the Choirs’ website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk? You can find out all about
us there.
The Choirs’ performance of Handel’s Messiah in the Holywell Music Room in Oxford on 4 th
November raised the astounding total of £3,500.00 for the Renal Unit of the Churchill Hospital. It
was a splendid afternoon and the Choirs were joined by singers from other choral societies. Trevor
Cowlett thanks all those who took part and all the folk who gave so very generously. We must do it
again in 2013!

Kennington Link WI
November Meeting
Breathtaking slides illustrated this month’s talk on The Mountains of Britain. Our
speaker, Mr Clive Jones, is a holiday guide both in this country and abroad and so
knows his subject well. Starting in the region of the Brecon Beacons (which is used for
SAS training), we travelled through Snowdonia to Anglesey and Conwy Castle before moving on to
the Lake District. We saw stunning waterfalls, which one could walk behind, an extinct silver mine,
and beautiful countryside. The mountains and hills were perfectly reflected in the water of the
lakes, and were seen in their different moods and seasons. Finally, Mr Jones showed us the West
Highlands of Scotland with Glencoe and unexpected swathes of bluebells at the foot of Ben Nevis.
The photographs were magnificent with both rocks and climbers balanced in precarious positions.
At the end of the talk Christine Ravenscroft thanked the speaker for sharing with us the beauty of
Britain.
Earlier the President, Ann Coulter, had opened the meeting and welcomed back several members
who had recently recovered from illness. A lovely pot plant had been provided for the President’s
Table by Iris Butler, and after the meeting this would be given to Rosalie Whiteley.
Business Matters. A bursary is to be sent to Denman College in memory of our friend and late
member, Joan Bowen Thomas. Several letters of thanks had been received including one for our
donation to the Kennington Chronicle. The photographic competition for the 2015 WI calendar was
brought to the attention of our enthusiastic photographers. Members visiting the Ashmolean on
Saturday 1st December (11 am–4 pm) will be able to participate in the Big Stitches exhibition.
Information had been received from Mears Home Improvements, which could be helpful for
elderly people.
Do it for Denman. Next month members will be asked to donate £1 towards refreshments. The
money collected will be sent to Denman College as a contribution to the Denman heating system.
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 5th December when Mr David Holt will speak on “The
First Tay Bridge.” There will be a SALES TABLE at this meeting, and contributions will be
greatly appreciated.
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Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F)
For further details see the Fairtrade website www.fairtrade.org.uk
With Christmas slowly approaching, we have an opportunity to perhaps enjoy
making Christmas Cakes and eating a little more without the guilt!
There are many websites promoting recipes for a variety of celebratory cakes.
Amongst them are of course the Fairtrade Foundation & Traidcraft; Oxfam’s Cool Planet Christmas
cake; Mary Berry’s Very Best Chocolate Cake; and Axel and Sophie Steenberg’s blog.
All these recipes use Fairtrade products, so go on… bake a Fairtrade Christmas cake and send a
message to all those whose livelihood depends upon you. Share the goodwill in a positive way.
Happy Christmas!
Contact Robin Mason on 321044 for further information.

Kennington Women’s Institute
November Meeting
The meeting started as usual with the business and news and views. The main point
of interest was some consideration of upcoming events next year.
We then spent a pleasant hour being entertained and informed by Christine Whild,
who kindly stepped in when the Mitford Sisters presenter was unable to join us. Christine bought
with her an amazing selection of autograph books and albums. The oldest one incredibly dated back
to 1819 and it was wonderful to see the care and attention that had been put into these very personal
records.
Christine took us through a social history of life and interests, in both dark and happy times, from
the early 1800s until the mid 1950s when unfortunately the interest in such collections seems to
have waned. The journals contained all sorts of entries, beautiful paintings, poems, amusing tales,
embroidery, pressed flowers, autographs and messages, and even handwritten illustrated chapters
from books.
We spent time reminiscing on old sayings, such as ‘By hook or by crook, I’ll be the last in your
book!’ and times long since gone. Many of the old sayings are perhaps as true and relevant today,
for example:
Whatever you are—be that;
Whatever you say—be true;
Straightforwardly act—
Be honest—in fact,
Be nobody else but you.
— Goldbury in Gilbert & Sullivan, Utopia (Limited); or, The Flowers of Progress
In Marcham they have regained an interest in the Victorian album and have started to collect a
village album with entries that include poetry, lace and drawings along with pages of names and
messages, capturing life in the village today. A gauntlet has perhaps been laid down to Kennington
to record village life in a similar manner?
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 12th December at 7 pm in the Village Centre, when we will
enjoy a bring-and-share supper that will be accompanied by entertainment with Mary Tilston.
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City of Oxford Silver Band: 125th Anniversary
A capacity audience of brass band music lovers packed the Cowley Conservative Club Concert
venue on the evening of Sunday 4 th November for an excellent and varied programme conducted by
the newly-elected musical director, Stephen Sizeland.
The special guest and virtuoso ‘Tuba’ player Steve Sykes displayed his outstanding skill of many
musical sounds covering five octaves and half-a-dozen solos, including the famous Csardas by
Victorio Monti, all performed in his amazing styles, with beautiful accompaniment of the band.
His brief explanations of each item kept the audience spellbound, while his circular breathing
technique captivated everyone present.
Some of the listeners came from as far as Bridgewater (Somerset), Birmingham and Cambridge—
and of course from our village, Kennington. I also had great pleasure in welcoming from Australia
the one-time band member Nigel Anns and his charming wife.
Many thanks to everyone for your support.
The concert, in aid of the Rosy charity (respite nursing for Oxon’s sick youngsters), collected
£1,000 in donations. Thank you all who made this possible!
Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year 2013. The next concert will be on New Year’s Day, same
place and same time—Tuesday 1st January, 7:30 pm, Cowley Conservative Club. See you then!
— Frank Wolff, President: City of Oxford Silver Band, 01865 326271

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements.
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 41).
Bill Hunwick
We thank the members of St Swithun’s Church and Clergy and Mrs Pearl Livett and her helpers
for making the services of thanksgiving and afterwards, for Bill’s life, such a memorable
occasion. We also thank his many friends and colleagues who travelled from far and wide to join
us at the services on Thursday 18th October.
Over the past few years Bill had led an active life both socially and helping others in all sorts of
ways. He will indeed be greatly missed. Thank you all.
— Bill’s friends David, Jean, Terry and Pat
Doug Gardner
Thank you all those who sent messages of sympathy in the loss of my husband, Doug.
— Gladys Gardner

KADS update
Well—is it that time again? (OH YES IT IS!)
We are well into rehearsals for ALADDIN.
Tickets are already selling well so if you would like to book please call Kay on 01865 739025. Full
details on page 11. If you are wanting last night or matinée tickets don’t leave it to late!
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Prayer Request Box in St Swithun’s Church
Did you know that there is a prayer request box in St Swithun’s church?
If there is something for which you would like a prayer, please do drop a note into the box in the
far-right corner of the church (by the blue prayer corner display boards), and members of the
church will pray about it. You do not have to be a churchgoer—this is available to everyone.
You may keep your notes anonymous, and they can be about anything at all! We will pray for the
requests received at our prayer meetings on Mondays at 6 pm.

Kennington History Society
As we go to press members are eagerly awaiting to welcome back a speaker with a famous name,
none other than James Bond, who on his previous visit in October 2010 gave members a delightful
talk about ‘The History of Parks and Gardens in Oxfordshire’. This time James is to give an
illustrated talk entitled, ‘The Deserted Villages of Medieval Oxfordshire’. Full Report next month.
‘this month’
The Society’s next event will be held on Monday 17th December at 7:45 pm in the Methodist
Church when the well-known local historian, Liz Woolley, will give another one of her popular
illustrated talks entitled, ‘The Common Lodging House in Victorian England’. As with the
History Society’s previous Christmas season events, this talk will be followed by ‘Seasonal
Refreshments’.
‘next month’
The History Society’s first meeting of the New Year will be on Monday 21st
January at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church. It will be an illustrated talk by
Society member and popular speaker David Holt entitled, ‘Charles Babbage—
his Life and Achievements’, subtitled, ‘200 Years to Recognise a Genius’. We
can’t wait, David!
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome at
£2:50.
As we approach the end of the History Society’s tenth year, it is Subscription time again, due on 1st
January. The fees are Single Membership £10 or Family Membership £16. This represents the
first increase in Subscriptions for five years and are payable either at meetings or to the Treasurer,
Doreen Horseman, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.
— George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website. Go to On-line Archives at
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Finance, Planning, and Amenities).
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Aid for Aids Orphans
I am putting together a parcel to send to a South Africa
charity, KasCare (www.knit-a-square.com).
The charity provides blankets, clothes and toys for
Aids Orphans. KasCare asks for 8-inch knitted squares,
which can be sewn into blankets and clothes.
So far my ‘parcel’ consists of only three squares and a teddy bear! As many hands make light work
I would love it if anyone else in Kennington would like to get involved.
The squares can be knitted or crocheted, in any pattern or
colour, but should be 8-inch square. If anyone is interested in
helping please get in touch with me.
— Beth Ash, 01865 327281, ash.elisabeth@gmail.com

Kennington Overseas Aid
KOA’s Annual General Meeting took place on Thursday 15th November. As
usual, the high point of the evening was revealing the final total for this year’s
fund-raising. This amounted to a magnificent £29,728.53. We are, as ever,
grateful to everyone in Kennington who contributed their labour, donations
and attendance at our events to achieve this outcome.
A large cheque was consequently presented to Ike Garson of
Lunch4Learning, who showed some photos of his recent visit to the schools
that will benefit from the money raised by KOA. Apart from helping the
schools establish gardens in order to provide the children with a midday meal, Lunch4Learning is
helping them to improve the nutritional level of meals, undertake income generation projects such
as growing bananas and raising poultry, and improve the provision of clean drinking water. An
exciting new project involves making briquettes out of maize husks, banana leaves, etc. to be used
as fuel in school kitchens, and so avoid cutting down trees.
If you would like to stay in touch with Lunch4Learning, you can do so by signing up for their
newsletter at www.lunch4learning.org.
In the coming year we will be trying out an alternative way of leading KOA, in that the normal
tasks undertaken by the Chair and Vice-Chair will be jointly shared between three people. This
proposal was made in order to lighten the load of those concerned, who all have many other
commitments, and was accepted by the meeting.
Copies of the proposals of the three charities from which we shall pick our project for next year
were distributed. If you would like to receive a copy, please go to www.koa.org.uk or ring one of
the numbers below. The selection meeting at which we will vote for our 2013 project will be in St
Swithun’s Church Hall at 8 pm on Thursday 17th January. All are welcome.
Joint Chairs:
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Sylvia Vetta (739071)

Marilyn Farr (326519)

Halcyon Leonard (452783)
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Village Diary
Apple Café: St Swithun’s Church Hall, Thursdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm and Saturdays 10 am–12 noon.
No Apple Café Saturday 1st, Thursday 27th or Saturday 29th December.

December 2012
Sat

1 Kennington Artists Christmas Show
Kennington Artists Christmas Show
Sun
2 Carols around the Tree
A United Advent Carol Service
Mon 3 Festival Group (730353)
Tue
4 Parish Council Planning
Wed 5 Kennington Link WI
Thu
6 Parish Council Budget Meeting
Sun
9 Christmas Carols Around the Tree
Tue 11 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Wed 12 Kennington WI
Thu 13 Parish Council Meeting
Fri 14
Yeomen of the Guard by Gilbert & Sullivan
Sat 15
Sun

16 Service

Festival Group (730353)
Kennington History Society
Sun 23 Carol Service
Mon 24 Christmas Eve Service of Communion
Tue 25 Christmas Day Service
Mon 17

St Swithun’s Church Hall
St Swithun’s Church Hall
War Memorial
Methodist Church
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Memorial & Church Hall
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre

10 am–4 pm
12 noon–4 pm
6 pm
6:30 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm
2:15 pm
7:30 pm
10 am
10 am
7 pm
7:30 pm

Methodist Hall

7:30 pm

Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church

3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
7:45 pm
10:30 am
3 pm
9:30 am

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Edith Court Lounge
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre

10–11 am
10 am
8 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
10:30 am
3 pm
3:45 pm
8 pm

January 2013
Wed
Sat

2 Kennington Link WI
5 Parish Council Office
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Tue
8
Parish Council Planning
Wed 9 Kennington WI
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting
Wed 16 Short Service
Sun

20 Service

Thu

29 Parish Council Planning

The Village Diary is in the Post Office.
Please enter your times and venue to prevent clashes with other events.
42

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

43

44

www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

