


The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342
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Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 9:25 am

4th Sunday: All Age Service 11:00 am

Choir Mondays 6:30 pm

St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road
4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm

Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Parish Clerk Anne Feather.....................kennington.pc@ntlworld.com.....................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings....................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser.......................................................................................01865 735634
Kennington Health Centre..........................................................................................01865 730911
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults).........................................................................0800 317802
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577.........................................101
County Councillor Arash Fatemian.......Arash.Fatemian@oxfordshire.gov.uk.........07500 930522
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Writing before Christmas, I am thinking of my nephew David’s son, who is 2. He isn’t looking 
forward to Christmas because he has decided that he doesn’t like Father Christmas! Dilemma! His 
sister, in an attempt to reassure him, told him that he should not worry: Father Christmas is very 
kind and on Christmas Eve will come into his room very quietly and leave him some presents!

For some of us, the trappings of Christmas are something of a challenge, and Christmas rushes on 
to us and we have hardly time to think. Sometimes we don’t want the real Christmas to impinge on 
our lives: it almost passes us by and we heave a sigh of relief when it’s all over! We don’t really 
like the thought of Jesus, challenging us and prefer to let him pass us by… He’s not really welcome 
or real.

Joseph came to Somerstown, behind the Euston Road,
Evicted from his caravan, and now of no abode;
Mary sought a lodging there, shelter for her head,
But all the jostling houses could offer them no bed.

But others did welcome him…

So Mary came to Euston, where a porter found them room
In a shunted unused guard’s van half shrouded in the gloom;
And there, with no possessions, no midwife standing by,
There rang throughout the station her newborn baby’s cry.

The Church is packed on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. The Crib service is for many the 
beginning of Christmas, and perhaps then we stop and glimpse the wonder of the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, God’s beloved Son. God entrusted his Son and his work and the future of the 
world to a tiny vulnerable baby…

The porters came, and wished her luck
and brought them cups of tea,
And as the rumour spread around,
there came to platform three
The other weary travellers, who travelled on Christmas Day
And offered him a tribute, then turned and went their way.

The question for us is what happens after Christmas… It is easy to think we’ve done our bit with 
God  until  next  Christmas—or  Easter—or  the  next  time  we  have  a  family  celebration  in  the 
Church…

Stay! O stay! Good travellers all, for God is born a man
And lies wrapped in a table cloth within a railway van.
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Maybe we can stop for a few minutes and look again at the Christ Child, Emmanuel, God with us, 
and consider that he is ‘King of Kings and Lord of Lords’. Maybe as we listen again to Christmas 
Carols we can vow to find out more about him.

We don’t know what my little nephew will decide about Father Christmas, but really, it doesn’t 
matter! What will count is what he thinks and learns about Jesus Christ, and I hope that he will be  
captivated by the wonder of Christmas, Christ with us, and the story of the baby in a manger and 
the extent of his love for him and for you and for me. And that that story will not fade.

I hope you have a Happy and joyful Christmas and a good year ahead!

— Pam McKellen, Vicar of Kennington, Radley and Sunningwell

Services in January

Sun 6th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 13th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 20th Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
9:30 am Parish Communion
4:00 pm Afternoon tea, followed by:
5:15 pm United Service led by Churches Together in Kennington

Sun 27th 9:30 am Parish Communion
11:30 am All Age Service
6:30 pm Compline

Children’s Church

Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except when there is an All Age 
service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall, and all are welcome.

Craft Mornings

This month’s craft morning will be on Saturday 12th, 10 am–12 noon. Bring your children aged 
4–11 and head home to read the paper.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington
Oxford Email:
OX3 8AX minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our 
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite 
you to join us.
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SERVICES FOR JANUARY

6th 10:30 am (Epiphany) We welcome  Judith Atkinson, from Wesley Memorial Church in 
Oxford, to lead our worship.

13th 10:30 am Covenant Service led by our own Minister, the  Rev Rosemary Davies. From 
the earliest days of he Methodist movement, John Wesley invited the Methodist 
people to renew their covenant relationship with God, a tradition which continues 
to inspire Christians to follow Christ in the good times as well as in the more 
difficult moments of their lives. This service will include the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion.

20th 10:30 am We welcome Graham Kirby, from Kidlington, to lead our morning worship.

27th 10:30 am We welcome Jan Grimwood, from Tackley, to lead our morning worship.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY—18th–25th January
Theme: What does God require of us?

Sunday 20th, 5:15 pm. Churches Together service at St Swithun’s Parish Church to mark the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity. Tea and cake will be served from  4 pm onwards so please come 
along and share in fellowship over a cup of tea before worship commences at 5:15 pm.

Monday 21st, 6:30 pm. Mass of Unity at the Good Shepherd Roman Catholic Church of the Good 
Shepherd.

Wednesday 23rd, 2:30 pm. Worship in the Methodist Church.

Thursday 24th, 10:30 am. Parish Communion at St Swithun’s Church.

MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS

The monthly service at  Edith Court will be held on Wednesday 16th at 10:30 am. The residents 
would be delighted to welcome you to share in the service. It lasts about half an hour.

The Ecumenical Home Fellowship Group is not meeting this month. Instead, it will join with the 
Church Service on Wednesday 23rd at 2:30 pm in the Methodist Church.

MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm): This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a 
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of  
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on  Monday 7th at  8 pm at the 
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.

Come along and join the services held on Sunday 20th.
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Person’s Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House

The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.

Coffee Morning—Tuesday 8th in the Methodist Church from 10 am. Enjoy a cuppa with old 
friends and new! The December Coffee Morning raised £165.05.

Our February Coffee Morning will be held on Tuesday 12th February at 10 am.

HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH

If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett 
on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking, gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist 
premises and that currently the Church is not available for bookings on a Saturday.
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The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Boundary Commission changes for Kennington
Back in 2011, the  Vale of White Horse  District Council, in an effort to reduce costs, suggested 
reducing the number of elected councillors from the current 51 to around 34. It asked the Boundary 
Commission to review the ward boundaries.

The Boundary Commission has as an objective to try to give each 
ward the same number of electors per councillor, as close as is 
reasonably possible. The commission decided on a number of 37 
councillors to ensure equality across each ward.

Initially, the District Council was  proposing to split Kennington 
into two; one councillor for north and central  Kennington, and 
another for Radley and south Kennington. However, members of 
all  political  parties and the Parish Councils  of Kennington and 
Radley  thought  that  it  would  be  a  better  idea  to  have  a  two-
member  ward  for  Kennington  and  Radley  combined.  That 
become the District Council’s preferred choice.

The Boundary  Commission  is  now  recommending  a  three-
member  ward,  which  would  combine  Kennington,  Radley, 
Sunningwell,  South  Hinksey,  and  the  south  part  of  North 
Hinksey.

The  District  Council,  with  the  support  of all  political  parties, 
which  met  on  12th December,  and Kennington  Parish  Council, 
which met on 13th December, both unanimously decided to write 
to the Boundary Commission to object to this plan.

It  was  felt  that  while  Kennington  and  Radley  have  a  natural 
affinity  and connection (we share not only a boundary, but also 
the  №  35  bus,  the  Radley  vicar,  the  library  and  the  railway 
station),  there is little affinity with Sunningwell, South Hinksey, 
and North Hinksey.

It  was also felt  that  with three councillors  responsible  for  five 
parishes, it would be hard to share the responsibilities equally.

The  Kennington  Parish  Council  is encouraging Kennington 
residents  to  make  your  opinion  known  to  the  Boundary 
Commission. Comments from individual residents carry a great 
deal of weight with the Boundary Commission, even with only a 
few comments.

The  Boundary  Commission  is  consulting  until  Monday  7th 

January, so please make your feelings known before that date.

To comment on the proposal online, the Boundary Commission’s 
website,  where  you  can  view  the  existing  and  the  proposed 
boundaries, is: https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/696/la=155

Select the “”Have your say” button. You do not have to log in or 
register; just fill in the left-hand side; select “Next”;  fill in your 
comment; and select “Submit”.

If you prefer to write to the Commission, the address is: The Review Officer (Vale of White Horse), 
Local  Government  Boundary  Commission  for  England,  Layden House,  76–86  Turnmill Street, 
London, EC1M 5LG.
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Kennington4Fairtrade (K4F)

A new year and a fresh start. What have you resolved to change in 2013? You 
might have promised to start doing more exercise or to stop a bad habit. Now, 
how about changing your shopping habits? You could resolve to buy more 
ethically-sourced goods. You might switch your savings to an ethical bank 
account. At Kennington for Fairtrade we are keen to promote the sale and use 
of fairly traded goods within the village and to maintain Kennington's status 
as a Fairtrade village.

Why should we be buying Fairtrade goods?

➢ It helps producers, by making sure that they are paid an agreed minimum price for 
their crops or goods. This means that people in the Developing World can be sure 
that their work will give them a sustainable living.

➢ It gives workers a fair trade premium, which they can use towards improving their  
environment.  (Typically  workers'  cooperatives  vote  to  use  this  money  to  build 
schools, improve sanitation, dig wells, provide loans for when harvests are bad, etc.)

➢ It helps to improve the environment, because Fairtrade producers have to agree to 
strict standards with respect to water use and deforestation.

➢ It  empowers  small  farmers  by  giving  them advice  on  business,  technology  and 
methods of production.

➢ It brings us, the consumers, closer to the producers. We can eat the chocolate, wear 
the clothes, drink the tea, also read about how our cash has been of benefit to change 
people's lives—see, for example, www.fairtrade.org.uk/producers/.

If you want to get involved you can contact us on 01865 321044. Find more details about 
Fairtrade  producers  and  Fairtrade  villages  at  www.fairtrade.org.uk,  and  more  details  of 
Fairtrade savings at  the websites www.fairtrade.org.uk/get_involved/donate/save.aspx and 
www.shared-interest.com.

Luke’s Fund

Luke and his family thank everyone who came to the Bingo on Friday 2nd November, those 
who gave raffle prizes or donations, and those who helped in other ways.

We raised a massive sum of £1,143, which will be split between the fund and Birmingham 
Children’s Hospital Transplant Games Charity.

We wish you all a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year.

For further information please ring Margaret
01865 730353 or email mdbiggs@virginmedia.com.
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Girlguiding: Kennington Senior Section

➢ Are you aged 14 or over?

➢ Are you looking for a new challenge?

➢ Do you want to make new friends & have fun in a girl-only space?

We are pleased to announce an exciting opportunity for girls aged 14+ in Kennington as 
part of Girlguiding UK. Opening in February 2013, Kennington Senior Section will offer a 
flexible  programme  with  a  huge  variety  of  challenges  and  opportunities  for  personal 
development—sure to impress universities and potential employers!

The Girlguiding UK Look Wider programme offers a range of activities and challenges and 
motivates  members  to  try  out  new things—it  could  be  learning  a  language,  playing  a 
musical instrument, running a marathon, camping in the wilds or volunteering overseas. It is 
flexible, and participants can take their chosen activities as far as they wish, from taster 
level all the way to gaining a qualification that is recognised outside guiding.

Senior Section members can undertake a wide range of awards and qualifications. These 
include the internationally-recognised  Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme,  and other 
prestigious awards specific to guiding.

There are many international opportunities open to Senior Section members.  They range 
from attending guiding events abroad to volunteering on community projects in developing 
countries.

You don’t need to have been in Guiding before to join. The unit will meet once a fortnight, 
giving you the flexibility to plan around your study.

We will be running a taster evening early next year for any girls interested in joining our 
unit.  To  register  your  interest,  please  email  Jo  and  Kerry  on 
kenningtonguides@hotmail.com or  call  Jo  on  07940 537992.  We  look  forward  to 
welcoming you.

For more general information, please go to http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/seniorsection.

What do young women say about the Senior Section?

“Because of guiding I’m a lot more confident meeting new people. And I’ve got a really 
diverse bunch of friends because of it too.” (Megan, 20)

“I’ve had amazing experiences no other organisation can offer. And we really do get to have 
our say in stuff that matters.” (Lucy, 23)

“Guiding lets girls think, learn and develop without 
having to put up with boys trying to be the centre of 
attention all the time!” (Philippa, 16)
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Kennington Athletic Football Club
Happy New Year…

This season, the Oxford Mail Boys League (OMBL) has arranged the U8’s teams 
into  five  leagues,  each  with  six  teams.  During  the  Autumn  term  Kennington 
Athletic Under 8’s have played in the Red League and have been up against some 
of the best  teams in the local  area including Marston Saints,  Oxford City and 
Abingdon Youth.

During December we took part in an OMBL pilot tournament which, if successful, will be run two 
or three times a year. The team played very well, coming third in our finals group.

From this month (January), the leagues will be adjusted based on the results from the tournament so 
that teams’ abilities are matched as best as possible—to ensure that every team has an enjoyable 
and motivating experience of football.

We currently have 15 regular players of varying ability—so just enough for two 7-a-side teams. 
Along with the  4 coaches, the children all train hard and put their best efforts into every game. 
We’ve been working hard on playing as a team and these efforts are really beginning to show.

Wish us best of luck for the rest of the 2012–13 season!
— Gordon Nelson, Under 8’s Manager

Robotscool!
Hi, I’m Nicola of the Beauty Salon on the Kennington Road. I’m writing to tell you all about a  
different kind of event that was held in my shop on 24th November: “The Chicken Run?”

A small area in the back of my shop was handed over to Robotscool, a new school hoping to start in 
Kennington and other nearby villages from January.

A feast for the eyes was set up, large simple posters were put up explaining ideas about robotics, a 
well-planed program of the event was displayed, a large centrepiece table wonderfully designed & 
coloured in the middle, boxes of Lego parts were spread out, and interesting robots & text books 
were  on  display.  Sixteen kids  and  adults  squeezed  into  that  area.  Mr  Robotscool (Barry) got 
everyone introduced. He handed out instructions and had everyone work as a group to pass out all 
the pieces. They then built the err “Chick-Bot” as he called it.

I know Lego but I know nothing of robotics; I didn’t even know you could build a robot from Lego; 
but from what I could see the kids were enthralled by this and ate it up. After the kids tweaked their  
chick-bots it culminated with a competition. In teams kids explained what their robot should do, 
and put it to the test. I was amazed by how well the kids could do this and how well their robots 
performed, and considering that all of this was done within 1½ hours. The atmosphere was electric 
from beginning to end. Kids and parents alike thoroughly enjoyed it, and even afterwards there was 
a buzz of excitement outside the shop.

After the event I spoke to Barry, who said, “Today there were some pretty brilliant kids and very 
articulate  about  their  ideas.  This  never  fails  to  impress  me,  kids  love  this,  and  it’s  easy  to 
understand why, when you give kids the tools of discovery there are no limitations. I love my job!” 
I got the feeling that he has this Robotscool idea down to a fine art. He’s put a lovely report on his 
blog at blog.robotscool.com— have a look at that and other events they’ve done, and if you have 
kids I’d recommend this. The idea behind this is what  Barry calls “21st Century Skills”.  Do you 
want to know more? Better ask Robotscool! The kids love it and I think that’s what counts.

— Nicola of Nicolas, Body and Soul, 166 Kennington Road
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Kennington Youth Club

Last month you would have read that we entered a competition for a Microsoft 
IT hub in February 2013. It was as we said then “hope over expectation,” and 
the reality is that we were unsuccessful. What entering did for us however was 
make us think through and write up our aspirations. This we were obliged to do as a condition of 
the competition,  and though we failed to  win,  our write  up will  become a blueprint for going 
forward. Because such competitions are rare we had to apply for a hub when on offer, though the 
club as yet has no broadband access! So we have put in hand installing broadband access into the 
club. That part of the blueprint is in hand despite of being unsuccessful.

Broadband is  being  requested  because  the  youth  club  members  ask  for  it,  and  the  leader  and 
committee feel it is essential to have permanent IT in the club. We see it as being both for youth 
club use and, under supervision, for any other community group that wishes to use it. It seems to us 
at Kennington Youth Management an ideal place to have an IT suite for community use. We have 
the only underused public buildings in Kennington, which could be an asset to groups of young and 
old. It would also benefit the ongoing continuity of the Youth Club.

We had our first Table Top Sale in November, which was a well organised and successful financial 
venture, and plan more such activities, essential in helping to meet our running costs. No amount of 
such activity will bring an IT suite closer though. Serious fund-raising from official and charitable 
sources  is  required  for  such  larger  ventures.  Most  of  these  require  matching  funding  to  be 
successful, and for that we need the backing of the Kennington community. So both I as leader and 
the  youth  club  management  ask  the  following  question.  Does  Kennington  feel  that  to  have  a 
supervised IT facility for community use would be of benefit to the village? A facility that, for 
example, young people could use for leisure and homework, and older people for getting to grips 
with with twenty-first century communication methods. If the answer is yes,  please encourage us 
by getting in touch. You may be able to think of other uses for an IT suite, or sources of funds that 
might give us grants to place in a ring-fenced account against the cost of such a venture.

The danger with all youth clubs in an age of austerity is that they fail because government cannot  
provide funding. We do not want that to happen here and face again the despair of 2008 when we 
closed for lack of resource. Your encouragement would be such a boost to our new year resolution 
to have broadband at KYC as a reality.

We are planning exciting events for 2013. To find out more about them ring 07905 249790 or speak 
to Roy King on 01865 735864. You can also e-mail kenningtonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk.

Happy New Year from us all!

— Alice Dore, Youth Leader & Kennington Youth Club Management Committee 
kenningtonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk

Kennington Good Neighbours

The Village List for 2013–2015 is now out. Hopefully, by now the bright yellow booklet will have 
been delivered to all the homes in the village.

It contains all you need to know about Kennington, its history and its activities, its groups and 
societies. The life of the booklet is two years and it is hoped that the information contained within it 
will be found useful.
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre
Cancel bookings & renew prescriptions on-line: www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Happy New Year to you all. Thank you all for the cards and kind gifts that you donated to 
the doctors and staff. It is very pleasing to know that our patients appreciate the hard work and 
dedication that all the staff put into providing a high quality service.

Our new-look web site is now up and running. A number of patients say they can’t access it and it’s 
not working. If you are using Google to get to the site it will still pick up the old site: we are  
informed that it can take eight weeks or more before the new site is picked up by google properly. 
Please use our web address www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk directly and go straight to our new 
site. The site has plenty of new information along with an increased range of online forms. Please 
visit our site and see what’s new.

We welcome Kerry to our reception team. Please be patient with us while she learns the duties. We 
also welcome Drs Arjun Chanda and Rachel Clarke, our trainee GP’s who will be with us until 
April.

Did  you  know that  you  do  not  have  to  see  a  doctor  for  a  range  of  common problems?  Our 
receptionists are able to deal with possible urine infections, prescriptions, work certificates, letters, 
and a range of other minor requests. All of our staff are bound by confidentiality, so please consider  
asking them to help rather than taking up a doctor’s valuable time.

Electronic Prescribing will be with us in early February. This will mean that you no longer need 
your green slip when you need a prescription—it can be sent electronically at the time of your 
consultation or when request a prescription. For some patients on long-term prescriptions you will 
no longer need to contact the  Health  Centre to get a repeat; it will be automatically sent to your 
pharmacy each month. Please do not worry about this, as it will be explained when we swap over to 
the new system. It will reduce errors, reduce the need to drop off a prescription and collect it, and 
save time all around for staff to carry out other duties in support of our patients. If you have a 
preferred  pharmacy  you  can  speak  to  them now and  ask  them to  register  you  with  them for 
electronic prescriptions when they go live.

Did you know there are now four ways you can cancel an appointment  that you no longer need? 
Call  into the health centre and speak to a receptionist; via telephone and leave a message on the 
voicemail;  via  our  text  service; and now online  via  our  new website.  We have  had  over  700 
appointments missed in the last  six months—this equates to 117 hours or  around 20 GP working 
days! Over 80 patients have missed  three or more appointments. These appointments could have 
been used by patients who had urgent requirements.  We need to reduce the number of missed 
appointments so that we can offer more appointments to patients who need them, so please please 
contact us and cancel appointments as soon as you know they are not needed: someone else has 
had to wait to see a GP because you did not cancel.

A gentle reminder that, while we do understand that having to wait to see a clinician who is running 
behind can be annoying, this can be for a number of reasons including dealing with an emergency 
or a particularly complex matter. This is out of the hands of the reception team so please do not 
“complain” to them. Please remember that what the clinicians do is always in the best interest of  
the patient—one day it may be you that requires a bit of extra time.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net
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Kennington Festival Group

Happy New Year everyone. Let’s all hope it will be a good one.

As you may know the Festival Group is a social gathering for over-60’s, 
meeting  every fortnight  on a Monday afternoon. We have a couple of 
activities you can take part in, and we are willing to provide more.

We have pondered and racked our brains to find ways to encourage you over-60’s to 
come along, particularly if you find life a bit boring. It is sometimes an effort to get 
out but maybe the company would bring a little more sunshine into your life.

Do any of you like to chat but have no one to talk to? Well come along and I can 
guarantee someone will be only too willing to listen and make you feel at home. At 
present we have 38 members, all of them young at heart. They all enjoy the afternoon 
meetings and find them a pleasant way to spend a couple of hours.

Next  meetings  are  on  Mondays  14th and  28th January,  1:45pm–4 pm  in  the 
Village Centre.

Please ring Margaret or Peter on 01865 730353 for more information or if you need 
transport due to mobility or health problems.

— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Parish Neighbourhood Police Update

There  has  been  some  dispute  over  parking  on  and  near 
junctions in Kennington and Radley. In this instance I shall 
quote Highway Code 243: “DO NOT stop or park within 10 
meters  (32  feet)  of  a  junction.”  I  understand that  in  many 

small side roads this is not practicable and as long as it does not cause a significant hazard 
then there is no problem. However, when the junction is on the main roads I shall be issuing 
tickets as “Unnecessary Obstruction.” I have been monitoring the area for 5 years and I can 
confirm there is sufficient parking space for those who need to be there during school runs 
or commuting. I hope this makes things clearer.

I  mentioned  previously  about  dog  attacks.  Realistically,  dogs  will  be  dogs  so  a  bit  of 
barking and growling is to be expected. Issues begin when biting occurs.  If a dog runs a 
distance to get at another dog, THAT is considered “Out of control” and must be addressed. 
If you witness this behaviour and suspect the owner is making no effort to control their 
animal, please contact me.

PCSO Adi Wright C9577 Crime Stoppers
Rural Abingdon Neighbourhood Team (Kennington and Radley) 0800 555 111
Non-emergency telephone: dial 101 www.crimestoppers-uk.org
Adrian.Wright@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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Kennington Health Walks becomes Kennington Walks in 2013

In November, at an  Exceptional General Meeting, Kennington Health walk leaders and 
over 40 walkers decided that they wished to change their name from Kennington Health 
Walks to simply Kennington Walks.

The main reason for this change is that the group no longer wanted to be part of the national  
Walking for Health scheme operated by the Ramblers. For some time it has been difficult to  
recruit new walk leaders who were willing to attend a training day.

In becoming an independent walking group we will no longer have to follow the Walking 
for Health rules of completing a register at the start of each walk, asking walkers to fill in a 
health screening questionnaire (which the Ramblers then used to monitor who attended the 
walks) or use trained walk leaders. It is hoped that new walk leaders will come forward to 
lead walks in a more informal way without the need for any walk leader training.

Kennington Walks will still provide two walks a week in the local area. The EGM also 
agreed that a short walk will still be available as part of the main walk. However, as 
we have too few walk leaders at present, it may not always be possible for a leader to 
walk at the back with slower walkers.

The previous Health Walks had been in existence since 2003, so 2013 would have been 
their tenth year of walking for health! At present we only have six walk leaders and so it is  
vitally important that more leaders come forward to help with the walks to give the six 
existing leaders a rest. The walks are open to all in Kennington and beyond the village. We 
are welcoming, sociable and friendly!

If you are new to the area or simply want to get out more to enjoy exercise, please join the 
walks. Just turn up whenever you feel like it—there is no cost.

We look forward to meeting new walkers and welcoming back existing walkers in 2013, so 
make your resolution today to enjoy a healthier New Year with Kennington Walks!

Kennington Women’s Institute
December Meeting

There was no important business discussion this month, other than receipt of 
the bills for membership next year. We spent a pleasant evening enjoying 
some good conversation and supper, with the crowning glory of some super 
puddings.

Following Mary Tilston’s unfortunate accident there was no entertainment per se, although 
we were treated to some amusing readings by Mary’s envoys and a stretching Christmas 
anagram quiz. The next meeting will be on Wednesday 9th January at 7:15 pm in the Village 
Centre when we will join the travels of Rosalie Whiteley. New members welcome!
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The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk

A big thank-you to all customers of Apple Café in 
2012! We are looking forward to welcoming you back in 2013!

We  have  been  open  since  April  serving  the  people  of  Kennington  with  good  quality 
Fairtrade hot and cold drinks and delicious homemade cakes sourced from a local business, 
Sue’s Cakes.

It is time for the next stage of the café’s development—serving a wider range of food items
—so the café will close during January while the kitchen is refurbished. We will re-open in 
February on Thursdays and Saturdays, serving breakfast items at our Saturday sessions. If 
you didn’t make it to the café in 2012, give us a try in 2013!

Children’s activities, newspapers and magazines are available at all sessions.

Apple Café is a non-profit community café that provides a relaxed central meeting place in 
the heart of Kennington where everyone is welcome. The café is a community venture, run 
by the community,  for the community.  We always welcome new volunteers.  If  you are 
interested  in  volunteering  at  the  café  please  contact  us  on  326641  or  321401or  at 
info@applecafe.co.uk.

To find out more about us, visit us at www.applecafe.co.uk! Or visit our Facebook page. We 
look forward to welcoming you in 2013.

Best wishes,
— The Apple Café Team

Apple Café, St Swithun’s Church Hall.
Opening hours (from February):
Thursdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm

Saturdays 10 am–12 noon

Thames Valley Alerts

Thames Valley runs a free alert system. It  sends “messages of information, crime alerts or 
witness appeals local to the area in which you live or work in a way that suits your needs 
and lifestyle.”

If  you  are  interested,  you  can  register,  free,  to  receive  alerts  by  email,  SMS  text  or 
automated phone calls (your choice). If you prefer, you can follow the alerts on Twitter. By 
registering, you can also view crime maps.

The website allows you to fine-tune which messages you receive, so you get only what you 
are  interested  in  and  nothing  else.  Depending  on  what  you  choose,  these  can include 
messages about fire, local schemes, scams,  thefts,  lost  people with dementia,  schools,  bus 
stops, flood warnings, caravans, parks, and more!

Of course, you can change your mind or completely opt out at any time.

Register now at the Thames Valley Alert Page www.thamesvalleyalert.co.uk.
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Parish Council Matters

December 2012 Meeting

Minutes available on-line. See page 33.

In  last  month’s  issue  it  was  mentioned  that 
hopefully  you  would  be  able  to  take  your 
Christmas  trees to  either  the  Forest  Side  or 
Playfield Road playing field car  parks,  where 
they  would  be  collected  on  the  normal 
recycling  day.  Unfortunately  at  the  time  of 
writing,  this  still  is  to  be  confirmed.  I  have 
looked on the Vale’s  website where it explains 
that  they  will  shortly  be  publishing  a  list  of 
locations. All that can be suggested is to check 
this web page: http://v.gd/vowhxmas2012

It  also  stated,  “If  you  are  a  garden  waste 
customer,  please  leave  your  tree  out  next  to 
your brown bin (so we know you are a garden 
waste customer) in your normal garden waste 
week.  Please  note  that  there  are  no  garden 
waste collections between Christmas Day and 
Wednesday 9th January. Please don’t put the tree 
in the bin, even if the bin is empty because it 
can be difficult to get them out again.”

At the end of November the County Councillor 
Arash Fatemian arranged a meeting to walk the 
length  of  the  Village with  the  Chairman, 
several councillors, the Area Stewart and other 
highway representatives, in an effort to draw to 
their attention the state of the main road. There 
are  plans  to  resurface  sections  of  the  road; 
Council  is not,  at  present clear in which year 
this  may  happen  and  which  sections  are 
planned.

The Parish Council  has asked these questions 
and  has  proactively prioritised  sections  of 
Kennington Road & The Avenue, and sent this 
to  Oxfordshire  County  Council.  The  highest 
priority  will  obviously  be the section between 
the War Memorial and St Swithun’s Road.

A meeting is being arranged with the  Oxford 
Bus Company, giving Council an opportunity 
to express its dissatisfaction at the bus service, 
as it would seem to becoming unreliable, with 
the overhead display at bus stops not reflecting 
reality.  I  will  report  the  outcome  in  next 
month’s edition.

Could all dog owners be reminded that:

Under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 a 
person who is in charge of a dog must clean up 
after  it  when  it  fouls  any  footpath,  highway, 
verge or other open space to which the public 
has access. It is therefore a crime to allow a dog 
to foul in any public area without clearing it up. 
Those  that  fail  to  do  so  could  face  a  fixed 
penalty notice of £50 or prosecution.

If you see a dog owner allowing their  dog to 
foul  and  not  picking  it  up,  take  details  of 
anything that might help to identify them and 
contact the council using the following details: 
Vale  of  White  Horse  District  Council,  Abbey 
House,  Abbey  Close,  Abingdon,  OX14 3JE, 
01235 540555.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council

Dates of Council Meetings
January   201  3  

All meetings are normally held in the 
Village Centre and are open to you all.

Saturday 5th, 10–11 am
Saturday Office

Tuesday 8th, 7 pm
Amenities Committee Meeting

Tuesday 8th & 29th, 8 pm
Planning Committee Meeting

Thursday 10th at 7:30 pm
Kennington Parish Council Meeting

Planning applications are considered by the 
Parish Council at the next meeting following 
receipt of the plan as it has only 21 days to 

send in its comments. Therefore please 
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you 

receive notification to ensure the Parish 
Council members are aware of any neighbour 

objections. Plans can be viewed by 
arrangement with the Clerk or online at 

www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk

To contact the clerk write or call
20 Kennington Road, 01865 421126

kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs

At the time of writing, the Kennington & District Church Choirs are in the middle of their four 
concerts of The Yeomen of the Guard by Gilbert & Sullivan. So far audiences have been good in 
Witney and OXSRAD and we look forward to the two final performances in Kennington. We will 
give the financial details next month.

Meanwhile, the Choirs will be starting their 2013 rehearsals on Friday 11th January at 7:45 pm in 
the Methodist Church Hall in Upper Road. The programme for the concert in Oxford in April will  
be  An Afternoon of Grand Opera.  We shall be singing choruses from the main classical opera 
repertoire and we invite as many singers as possible to join us.

Further details are available from  Trevor Cowlett  on 01865 735885 or  trevor@cowlett.co.uk.  Or 
why not have a look at the Choirs’ website, www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk? You can find out all about 
us there.

Why not come and share in a fantastic concert? Rehearsals are on every Friday from 7:45 to 10 pm 
and there are no auditions or subscriptions. Can we look forward to welcoming you?

Kennington Link WI
December Meeting

A sprinkling of snow lay on the ground as we gathered for our December meeting. 
The speaker Mr David Holt (assisted by Jean) gave an excellent talk on The First 
Railway Bridge across the Firth of Tay. We heard that the Chief Engineer, Thomas 
Bouch, was a well-respected and experienced engineer, and building began in 1860. The bridge was 
an amazing  two miles in length, the entire length of Kennington from Upper Road to Sugworth 
Lane, and it proved to be a great attraction. However, on the evening of 28 th December 1879 a huge 
storm, combined with full moon and extra high tide, all contributed to its demise. Unfortunately a 
train carrying 60 passengers was crossing the bridge at the time it collapsed. How terrifying it must 
have been as the train together with a large section of the bridge plunged down into the water. 
Regrettably there were no survivors. The actual cause of the accident was never known (although 
the Chief Engineer seemed to take most of the blame) but we were glad to learn that a new bridge 
was constructed next to the old one and this is still in use today. A sincere vote of thanks was given 
to both David and Jean by Rosalie Whiteley.

Business Matters and Reminders

The President told of how she had enjoyed taking part in The Big Stitch. She also updated us on the 
last Group Meeting.

Envelopes for the January 2013 subscriptions were handed out. We were requested to complete 
the Denman College Questionnaire in the Nov/Dec Issue of WI Life and send it to the address 
indicated. Also, in the same copy of WI Life is the 2013 Resolution Selection Form; please bring 
this back to the next meeting.

The Sales Table, presided over by Jean  Perella and Vera Fanning, was well supported and we 
enjoyed a leisurely chat with seasonal refreshments. All too soon our pleasant afternoon was over 
and it was time for the President to close the meeting and wish everyone “A Very Happy Christmas 
and New Year”.

The next meeting will be a Members’ Meeting on 2  nd   January   when a representative from 
Mears Home Improvements will also be coming to speak to us.
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Kennington History Society

In November the History Society welcomed back local historian,  James Bond, whose popularity 
was clearly  illustrated by the packed hall, which included 20 visitors. On this visit James gave a 
highly informative talk entitled, ‘The Deserted Villages of Medieval Oxfordshire’.

This illustrated presentation showed where most of these lost Oxfordshire villages were located, in 
many cases by the use of aerial photographs. James also explained the many and varied reasons that 
brought about the demise of these medieval settlements.

December will see the return of well-known local speaker, Liz Woolley, who will give another one 
of her illustrated talks entitled, ‘The Common Lodging House in Victorian England’. As this will 
have been the History Society’s Christmas event, as in previous years, the talk is to be followed by 
‘Seasonal Refreshments’.

‘this month’

The History Society’s first meeting of the new year will be on Monday 21st January at 7:45 pm in 
the  Methodist Church  and will  be an illustrated talk by Society member and popular speaker 
David  Holt  entitled,  ‘Charles  Babbage—his  life  and  achievements’,  subtitled,  ‘200  Years  to 
Recognise a Genius’. We can’t wait, David!

‘next month’

On  Monday  18th February  in  the  Methodist 
Church  at  7:45 pm  the  Society  will  hold  its 
Annual  General  Meeting,  which  will  be 
followed directly by a  Members’ Evening. The 
members’ evening presentations will  include an 
illustrated  talk  by members  Roger Gelder  and 
George  Ross  entitled,  ‘Our  Summer  Visit  to  
The Tower of London’.

Kennington History Society talks are free to 
members with visitors welcome @ £2:50.

As previewed in the December Report, Members’ Subscription are due 1st January 2013. The new 
fees for  2013  are  Single Membership £12  and  Family Membership £20 and represent the first 
increase in Annual Subscriptions for  5 years. They are payable at meetings or to the  Treasurer, 
Doreen Horseman, 9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

‘Happy New Year’

— George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for  births, weddings,  thank-you’s and  bereavements. 
Please keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 45).

Paul Gordon

Our son Paul, born in Kennington, was tragically killed in a road accident on Friday 7 th December 
near Wing. Paul  (aged 46) had many friends here, and was living near Leighton Buzzard at the 
time.

— Ian Gordon
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243

Keeping Room for Woodlice in our Gardens

My scribblings this month have been inspired by a sighting I have just had in my own garden, 
of a woodlouse going about his business in my compost heap.

Believe it or not, there are 37 species of woodlice in Britain, and although some are only 10mm 
long, the sea slater can be up to 30mm in length.

The hard  shell  of  a  Woodlouse can  be grey,  pinky brown, 
white and yellow, or just white. They have seven pairs of legs 
and rather interesting antennae.

Some species of Woodlouse are 
widely  seen,  but  others  may 
only be seen by the coast or in 
southern counties of Britain.

To keep them in our gardens we need to provide damp places, 
especially during daytime hours. Leaving a pile of leaves, having 
grassland of different lengths, deadwood in a woodland, or even a 
compost heap in our gardens are often all we need to do. There is 
even a type of woodlouse that lives within ant nests, so don’t be 
too keen on destroying every ant nest you see.

Mainly, woodlice eat plant material that is already rotting; only 
very occasionally will they attack young seedlings. They are one 
of the key creatures in recycling the nutrients  from our plants 
back into the soil.

So when you see these little beasts running around your garden, 
don’t recoil in horror. They are our friends, and only a pest if you 
choose a mindset that sees them in that way.

Happy gardening!

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church 
and in the Kennington Library.

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer a larger size.

Archives  of  the  Chronicle since  July  2008 can  be  found  on  our  website.  Go  to  On-line 
Archives at www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.

Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to  On-line 
Extras. New since last notification: Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Finance, Planning, and  
Amenities).
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KADS update

Well—is it that time again? (OH YES IT IS!)

We are well into rehearsals for ALADDIN.

Tickets are already selling well so if you would like to book please call Kay on 01865 739025. Full 
details on page 19. If you are wanting last night or matinée tickets don’t leave it to late!

Tickets will be on sale in the Village Hall, unless ice or snow prevents it:

Saturday 5th 10 am–12 noon

Monday 7th 2–4 pm

Monday 14th 2–4 pm

Rhymetime

Wednesday 16th, 10:45–11:15 am

We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers
to sing along with some English and French seasonal verses.

Free refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.

All children under 10 to be accompanied by an adult carer.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.

Keep warm, keep well in Oxfordshire this winter

The Warm Homes Healthy People Partnership, an initiative involving community and voluntary 
sector organisations from across Oxfordshire, aims to tackle the adverse effects of cold 

housing during the winter months and protect people across the county to stay warm 
and avoid serious illnesses such as flu and pneumonia.

If you are over 60, struggling to find money to pay for heating, have a long-
term health condition, or are disabled, you struggle to keep warm.

➢ Keep  the  heat  in  your  home: Insulate  your  home  and  keep  your 
thermostat to around 21°C.

➢ Get  financial  support: Grants,  benefits  and  advice  on  home 
efficiency are available for people on low income. Call 0800 107 0044.

➢ Eat well  & keep moving: Food is  vital  for energy.  Have hot meals  and drinks 
regularly. Keep active to generate body heat.

➢ Get a flu jab: Available free from the Health Centre if you are over 65, have a 
long-term health condition, or care for someone.

➢ Look after yourself:  If you have to go out,  wrap up warmly. If you have older friends,  
relatives or neighbours, look out for them to make sure they are safe and well.
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British Legion Poppy Appeal

The results are now in for the 2012 appeal. Although not as high as last year’s record total, it is still  
a good total at £4,093.58.

Many thanks go to the poppy sellers and to the various organisations who gave so generously for 
the wreaths.

Thanks too to all those who gave in the house-to-house collection.

— Barbara Boyne and Sheila and Michael Prior

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: January www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events

Wednesday 16th January, 7:30 pm, Village Centre: Social Evening. Members only.

This  event  will  follow the  format  of  similar  social  evenings,  with  free  cheese  & wine,  raffle,  
quizzes; and, photos taken by members throughout the year. Elderly or infirm members who find 
difficulty attending in the winter months can telephone Pat  Leggett on 326403, who will try and 
arrange a lift.

Wednesday 20th February, 7:30 pm: Village centre

Marilyn Farr will give an illustrated talk on ‘Flowers of the Eastern Cape.’ Members £2 and non-
members £3. Complimentary refreshments. Again, elderly or infirm members who find difficulty 
attending in the winter months can telephone Pat Leggett on 326403, who will try and arrange a lift.

Thursday 8th–Monday 12th August: West Midlands & Shrewsbury Show

Since this holiday was announced in the November Chronicle, 37 people have so far booked. Places 
can be reserved by telephoning the treasurer on 730961. A deposit of £50 per person is required 
within seven days of booking. Cheques should be made payable to Norman Alan Group Travel Ltd.

For next year we have negotiated the cost so that the more members that travel the cheaper the trip  
will be. We therefore expect the cost for twin and double to be in the region of £312–£326 and for 
singles  £356–£370.  This  will  include  4 nights  half-board  at  the  Radisson Park  Hotel,  Telford, 
coaching  for  five  days  and  admission  to  Shrewsbury  Flower  Show.  As  in  the  past,  all  other 
excursions will be charged extra on a pay as you go basis.

Insurance is not compulsory and members need to consider their circumstances before deciding 
whether to take out insurance. Insurance is offered by Norman Allen at £19 per person. Note: it will  
be a few weeks before cheques are presented for payment

Here is a summary draft itinerary, which as always is subject to change.

Thursday 8th Depart Kennington for Telford. Visit en-route to Birmingham Botanic gardens.

Friday 9th Dorothy Clive gardens, Hodnet Hall gardens or Wollerton Old Hall gardens.

Saturday 10th Seven Valley steam train; visit to Bridgnorth; afternoon: Iron Bridge Gorge.

Sunday 11th Shrewsbury Flower Show.

Monday 12th En-route to Kennington, visit to National Memorial Arboretum.
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Kennington Cancer Fund

Happy New Year to all; I hope you have had a Peaceful Christmas.

Our thanks to  all  who donated  to  the  fund in memory of  Bill  Hunwick.  The total  raised was 
£1,802.60. As many of you will know, Bill never missed the events that we organised, was always 
generous and a very willing worker. We shall miss him greatly.

2013 will start with Quiz Night on Friday 1st February. There will be Cheese and Wine on Friday 1st 

March. Call 01865 735851 for tickets.

We look forward to meeting you all again!
— Pearl Livett

The Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

Annual membership renewal!

The effects of Kennington becoming a community library will start to impact us in 2013, so please 
renew your membership!

The membership subscriptions allow us to host the many Friends events such as the wonderful 
Cressida  Cowell visit, the  Story and  Rhyme  Time events, the  Coffee  Mornings, the atmospheric 
Halloween Tales, the Round the World Story Experiment and the Summer Read Party. To keep it 
up we need your support.

The Friends table for renewal of membership will be open during library hours from Monday 7th to 
Saturday 19th January in the Village Centre foyer. Alternatively, print off a form from our website 
www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk. The website is also an effective way to keep in touch,  so 
you can see what is coming up and for you to volunteer to help with events.

Saturday 12th January, 10–12 am: Membership Renewal Coffee Morning

All Friends welcome to our special membership renewal morning with free coffee and box office 
opening for ticket sales for our amazing gala evening and advance notice of 2013 events.

Saturday 2nd March, 7 pm: Story & Spice Gala Evening with special guest Ted Dewan

Many of you will have enjoyed the two fund-raising events in 2012: the tropical Gala Evening and 
the film night showing ‘Anyone can play guitar’. This year there will be two further gala evening 
events.

Ted Dewan, author, film-maker, artist in residence at The Story Museum, aka “resident 
mischiever”.  Between  courses  a  mystery  activity  for  all  with  the  help  of  famous 
supporters,  Bill  Heine,  Korky Paul,  Liz  Harris,  etc.  Tickets  include  top  class 
entertainment and a 3 course meal for only £13.50.

Advance  notice:  February  Author  Talk: There  isn’t  a  talk  in  January,  but  Mary 
Cavanagh will be the guest speaker on  Wednesday 6th February with a talk  entitled, 
“Love In The Third Age”. Pick up a leaflet in the library.

Best wishes and a Happy New Year from all the FOKL Committee.

Chairman: Sylvia Vetta Secretary: Helen Hurrell
0780 9054969 secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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New Year’s Day Walk 2013

Next year’s NYDW will start promptly at
11 am on Tuesday 1st January 2013

Meet at Village Centre Car Park

— Roger Dennett, 01865 739979

Kennington Overseas Aid

It is time to select the project we will support in 2013 so do please come along 
to the selection meeting:

Thursday 17  th   January at 8     pm in St Swithun’s Church Hall  

There are three proposals and anyone interested can come along and vote. If 
you would like to take part, but are unable to attend the meeting, please send 
your  vote,  in  advance,  to  the  secretary,  Rebecca  Allison,  on email 
rebecca@montane.myzen.co.uk, or post to Halcyon Leonard, 40A Bagley Wood 
Road, OX1 5LY.

If a clear winner does not emerge after a first round of voting, the 2 projects with the most votes 
will go into a second round. You are therefore asked to give us a first choice and a second choice, 
which will be used if your first is knocked out in the first round.

Here is a brief summary of the three proposals:

Chipembele   Wildlife  Education Centre  :  This  was established in  Zambia by former Kennington 
residents. Its aim is to educate local children about wildlife and conservation of their environment 
so that it may be conserved for present and future generations. They are requesting funding towards 
the running of the centre.

The    Thembisia   Trust:   KOA has supported  this  South African charity before. This time they are 
hoping to develop a centre where children who have been rescued from the streets can be given a 
stable and permanent home and education.

Children’s Radio Foundation: This charity, which has strong Oxford connections, seeks to empower 
young people through radio so that they can share experiences. They are given training so that, 
through live radio,  they can talk about  issues  such as  HIV  and  AIDS,  domestic  violence,  and 
education. Over 90% of African households have access to radio and this medium reaches millions 
even in remote areas. They are asking for help to extend their projects in Tanzania.

This is just a bare outline and full details of the proposals are available on the KOA website. If you 
would like a copy please contact one of us. We look forward to seeing you at the meeting.

We would love to welcome some new people to help us carry KOA forward, so do get in touch if  
you would like to know more.

www.koa.org.uk Joint Chairs:
Sylvia Vetta (739071) Marilyn Farr (326519) Halcyon Leonard (452783)
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School

Our journalists for this edition of the Chronicle are from Poplar Class, reporting on  
their visit to Oxford University’s Museum of Natural History.

We went to the museum to find out about dinosaurs. The man who talked to us was  
Chris. He said that dinosaurs weren’t mammals because they had scales on their backs. He said 
that they were extinct now, that means they all died. We also learnt about their footprints. There 
are fossils of footprints and if you measure them four high that is how long the longest bone in 
their leg is. If you cut open fossil dinosaur poo it shows what the dinosaurs got for food.

— Millie

We went to the museum to learn about dinosaurs. We learnt 
how to understand herbivores and carnivores by looking at 
their teeth. To recognise a herbivore they have bumpy teeth 
and the sharp teeth are carnivores. We learnt how bones turn 
into fossils.  Deluca wore a dinosaur mask and pretended to 
die and fall into the sea. The scavengers ate up the meat and 
the bones were covered. The sand that had fallen built up on 
the bone and they became fossils.

— Gilda

I found out that dinosaurs aren’t mammals; they don’t have 
fur  like  us.  One  lot  had  scales  and  one  lot  had  feathers. 
Fossils  turn  into  fossils  when  the  dinosaurs  died,  the 
scavengers eat the meat, and all that’s left is the bones. Then 
the sand covers  it  up;  when the sand gets  old  it  turns  to 
stone. Then if you hammer the stone very gently you can 

find a fossil.

— Isabel

The  run-up  to  Christmas  in  a  primary  school  is  always  busy,  and  this  year  has  been  no 
exception.  Our  youngest  children  (Saplings  classes)  entertained  us  with  their  play  ‘Silent 
Night’, which told the story of the origin of the well-known carol of the same name. This was 
followed by the Key Stage 1 production ‘Christmas with the Aliens’. Both productions were 
musical plays produced to very high standards. Now we are all looking forward to the juniors’  
carol services, as well as our Christmas dinner in school. By the time you read this, Christmas 
will be over, so from everyone at St Swithun’s we wish you all a very happy and peaceful New 
Year.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher, St Swithun’s CE Primary School
01865 438933, head.3258@st-swithuns.oxon.sch.uk

Front cover

The front cover is a pen-and-ink drawing entitled Entwined from the series Into the Woods by 
Catherine Charnock. www.catherinecharnock.co.uk
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Village Diary

Kennington Health Walks, Village Centre Car Park, Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am.
Apple Café, St Swithun’s Church Hall, Thursdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm & Saturdays 10 am–12 noon.

January
Wed 2 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sat 5 Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am

Tue 8
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 9 Kennington WI Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 11 First Rehearsal: United Choirs Opera Programme Methodist Church 7:45 pm
Sat 12 Oxford Ceilidh: Haddo Village Centre 7:30 pm
Wed 16 Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Thu 17 KOA Project Choice for 2013 St Swithun’s Church Hall 8 pm
Fri 18

KADS: Aladdin Pantomime (see page 19) Village Centre
7:30 pm

Sat 19 2 pm & 7:30 pm
Sun 20 2 pm

Sun 20
Service

Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

United Service for Week of Prayer with tea & cakes St Swithun’s Church 5:15 pm

Mon 21
Mass for Week of Prayer Good Shepherd Church 6:30 pm
Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm

Wed 23 United Service for Week of Prayer Methodist Church 2:30 pm
Thu 24 Parish Communion for Week of Prayer St Swithun’s Church 10:30 am
Fri 25

KADS: Aladdin Pantomime (see page 19) Village Centre
7:30 pm

Sat 26 2 pm & 7:30 pm
Tue 29 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

February
Sat 2 Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Wed 6 Kennington Link WI: Founders Day Party Methodist Hall 2:15 pm
Sat 9 Oxford Ceilidh: Blackbeard’s Tea Party Village Centre 7:30 pm
Tue 12 Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Wed 13 Kennington WI: Rag & Rugs Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 14 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm

Sun 17 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 18 Kennington History Society: AGM, Members’ Meeting Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 19 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Wed 20 Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
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Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message

out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 45) is happy to help.

Are you an artist or photographer? Would you like to see your image on the cover of 
the Kennington Chronicle? Contact the Editor (page 45) if you have something to share!

http://www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/
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