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Do not be afraid…
In many situations in life we know what lies ahead. Sometimes it is good, fun, joyful and lifegiving. Other times we are filled with apprehension or even great dread or fear. When, in the
second World War, Richard Wurmbrandt was a prisoner of war, he counted the number of times the
phrase “Fear not” appears in the Bible. Any idea how many there are? It’s 366. That’s one for every
day of the year and one extra! There must have been a lot of fearful people around… But perhaps
that’s predictable.
Fear crosses our paths almost every day in all sorts of different circumstances: fear of the future, of
failure, for our family or friends, about life choices, finances or health,
or even of other people—we can find plenty of things to fear if we look “I learned that courage was not
the absence of fear, but the
for them.
triumph over it. The brave man

As we approach Easter I wonder how much Jesus feared the path that is not he who does not feel
was ahead of him. He knew what it was to be. He knew how painful and afraid, but he who conquers that
fear.” — Nelson Mandela
ghastly it would be yet he faced up to it, for our sakes.
It is interesting to look at a few instances when people in the Bible were told not to be afraid. God
saw the plight of his people when they were slaves in Egypt and devised a plan for a timid man
called Moses to lead them out, constantly visiting and challenging Pharaoh. A very tall order! “Fear
not,” God said to Moses…
Ruth, suddenly widowed, had to move to a strange land with her old mother-in-law and begin a
new life. It was a hard prospect but we read that she was conscious of God caring for her and
protecting her as he told her not to fear.
To the disciples battling against a great storm on Galilee, Jesus said “Fear not” and brought calm to
the seas and their fearful hearts.
The Bible is full of stories of fearful people who found strength and help to live through situations
that were greatly challenging and sometimes seemed impossible.
As we look around we see others who had great fears but nonetheless made a huge impact on the
lives of everyday people. Mother Theresa’s life was a great struggle at times, with many doubts and
fears; but courageously she went on and had a great effect on the lives of the poor of Calcutta.
Life is full of testing situations that we need to face up to; we all have them. But very often when
we have looked them in the face, we find that we can cope with them and need not fear. But for
Christians, the one who says “fear not” is the one who promises to walk beside us and to be with us
through all the changing scenes of life.
Plato can have (almost) the last word. He says “We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the
dark; the real tragedy of life is when men are afraid of the light.” The one who said “I am the light
of the World” is the one who promises to guide and lead us through every situation this world
throws at us. He understands what it is like to be a real human being!
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For him it was to be a terribly cruel, painful death on a cross. But we
celebrate that that was not the end. That utterly dreadful death led on
to resurrection and new life. The risen light of the World offers
comfort and hope into even our darkest places. At Easter we celebrate
that it is on offer to us all!
Happy Easter!
— Pam McKellen, Vicar of Kennington, Radley and Sunningwell
Services in April
Sun 7th 9:30 am Holy Communion
Sun 21st 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Refresh
6:30 pm Compline
Sun 14th 9:30 am Holy Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 28th 9:30 am Holy Communion
11:00 am All Age Service
6:30 pm Compline
Children’s Church: Activities for children run alongside our Sunday Morning services (except
when there is an All Age service). Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am; all are welcome.
Freewave, a group for ages 10 and over, meets at the Kennington Youth Club at 9:25 am Sunday
mornings (apart from All Age Worship Sundays – usually the 4th Sunday of the month). The next
dates are 7th, 14, and 21st April.
This month’s Craft Morning will be held on Saturday 13th, 10 am–12 noon. All children aged
4–11 welcome.
The Church is open during the day. Please come spend a little time in quiet if you would like to.

Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)
‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’
Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies
9 Ramsay Road
Headington
Oxford
OX3 8AX

Telephone:
01865 763676
Email:
minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.
WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.
SERVICES FOR APRIL
7th 10:30 am We welcome David Harper from Long Hanborough, to lead our morning
worship.
14th 10:30 am The Minister, the Rev Rosemary Davies, leads our morning worship, followed
by the Annual Church Meeting.
21st 10:30 am The Rev John Rowland, one of our retired Ministers, leads our worship today
This service will include the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
28th 10:30 am Mission in Britain Sunday
Our Morning Worship will be led by Simon Pillinger, from Kidlington.
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MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS: The monthly service in the Residents’ Lounge at Edith
Court will be held on Wednesday 17th at 10:30 am, when we sing a couple of hymns, hear a short
Bible reading and reflect on it together before we offer our prayers for our community and world to
God. You’d be most welcome to come along and share in this informal worship.
The Ecumenical Home Fellowship Group meets at 3 Cranbrook Drive on Tuesday 16th at
2:30 pm. New members of the group would be welcome.
MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm): Because of the Easter Bank Holiday, this group will not be
meeting this month.
Come along and join the services held on Sunday 21st.
3:00 pm

Mon Choisy Elderly Persons Home

3:45 pm

Kirlena House

The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.
Coffee Morning—Tuesday 9th in the Methodist Church from 10 am. Enjoy a cuppa with old
friends and new! The March Coffee Morning raised £101 exactly. Our May Coffee Morning
will be held on Tuesday 14th May at 10 am.
HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH: If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling or alcohol is permitted on Methodist premises and that currently the Church is not
available for bookings on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church
BAGLEY WOOD ROAD
Priest-in-Charge:

Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.
Masses in the Parish are as follows:
Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley
Sunday

9:15 am

– Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday

11:15 am

– Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday

6:30 pm

– The Good Shepherd, Kennington
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Kennington Festival Group
Two people in the last week have referred to the group as the ‘Disabled Group’.
May I remind everyone that it is NOT THE DISABLED GROUP and if you
have decided not to come because you think it is you couldn’t be more
WRONG.
The Festival Group is mainly for the over 60’s but anyone who is on their own and would
appreciate some company is welcome to come along.
THOSE OF YOU WHO WOULD LIKE TO COME BUT NOT ON A REGULAR BASIS
ARE ALSO WELCOME.
The ‘Fish and Chip Lunch’ was a great success and we thank The Tandem for supplying the
delicious Fish and Chips. Everyone enjoyed them and even I, who doesn’t usually like
them, ate the lot.
Following the AGM we now have two new committee members: Linda Pollock and June
Arif. We thank Jean Lloyd, who had to stand down during the year, for all her hard work
over the years. Jean is a founder member and now can enjoy the meetings without feeling
guilty that she is unable to help. This is also true of Joan Bellerby who is unable to call at
the Bingos any more. I still rely on them for their words of wisdom and knowledge on
occasions.
Next meetings are on Mondays 8th and 22nd April and 6th May. Although our meetings start
at 2 pm, we are there from 1:45 pm so you could have time to go to the Library or shops
beforehand.
If you need transport please ring Peter on 01865 730353. For more information please ring
Margaret on 01865 730353. And please leave a message on the answer phone if necessary
—we don’t always get to the phone in time!
— Margaret Biggs, 01865 730353, mdbiggs@virginmedia.com

Rhymetime
Wednesday 17th, 10:45–11:15 am
We welcome all young families with babies and toddlers
to sing along with some English and French seasonal verses.
Free refreshments kindly provided by The Friends of Kennington Library.

All children under 10 to be accompanied by an adult carer.
Kennington Library, Village Centre, 01865 730763.
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Headway Oxfordshire celebrates 25 years in the county
Headway Oxfordshire strives to improve services for anyone affected by brain
injury (caused by trauma, stroke and other neurological conditions) across
Oxfordshire. The charity provides advice, information and practical support
from the Activity and Rehabilitation Centre at Bagley Wood Road Kennington,
and through community support workers across the county.
Headway Oxfordshire’s 25th Anniversary Dinner,
sponsored by local solicitors Withy King, will be
held at Exeter College on Thursday 18th April. Guest Speaker at the
Dinner is Cpl Johnson Beharry, the youngest living recipient of the
Victoria Cross, who sustained a brain injury whilst on active duty.
Johnson is now a Special Ambassador for Headway. Other guests
include Mrs Helen Baker, Deputy Lieutenant of Oxfordshire,
Professor Graham Upton, newly appointed High Sheriff and local
MPs, Councillors and business people. The after-dinner Auction will be hosted by celebrity
auctioneer, Eric Knowles.
On Friday 19th April at midday Headway Oxfordshire will unveil the “Headway Milestone” at
its premises at The Church of the Good Shepherd, 4 Bagley Wood Road. The Milestone is a
beautiful piece of engraved Portland stone, kindly donated
by APS Masonry and Davis Stonemasonry, engraved to
commemorate the 25 years of service provided by
Headway Oxfordshire. The Milestone will be officially
unveiled by Cpl Johnson Beharry. The Centre will be
open from 11:30 am, with displays and activities.
Everyone at Headway would be delighted if you would
join us for the unveiling and light refreshments.
Activities and therapies at the Centre
include IT, yoga and T’ai Chi,
occupational and speech therapies,
quizzes and brain gym, as well as
bowling, gardening, lunches and other
social activities. The Centre includes a well equipped physio suite, enabling
individuals to engage in individual rehabilitation programmes to maximise
strength and co-ordination.
Support is also provided to the Carers and family members of anyone
affected by brain injury, helping them to adapt to changes in their
relationship and lifestyle. Headway Oxfordshire provides opportunities for Carers Support Groups
and regular respite breaks, whereby the carer may enjoy “me” time in the company of people who
know the difficulties of caring for someone with a brain injury.
Headway Oxfordshire supports over 400 individuals
affected by brain injury every year and provides
services five days a week through its Activity and
Rehabilitation Centre at Kennington, and through
community support workers. Community workers
also help to re-engage individuals with vocational
opportunities when they are ready to do so, including
voluntary work and training or retraining courses.
Continued on next page/…
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Referrals to Headway services may be made from the point
of discharge from hospital or at any time therefore, via a
GP, social services, by the individual or family, or through
the website www.headwayoxford.org.uk.
Although affiliated to the national charity, Headway UK, all
branches and groups are separately registered charities
relying entirely on
their
own fundraising efforts.
Events will be held
throughout
the
Anniversary Year, including a Cream Tea afternoon on
Friday 12th July. Other events include Charity Golf Day,
Parachute Jump, London to Brighton Cycle Ride and a Quiz
Night. Look out for details later in the year—or let Headway
know if you would like to take part in any activity.
Telephone 01865 326263.

Village Hall Management Committee AGM 2013
The Annual General Meeting of the Village Hall Management Committee will be held on
Wednesday 3rd April at 7:30 pm in the Village Hall
All residents are welcome to attend. Those over 18 are eligible to vote.
— Peter Biggs, Hon Secretary

Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243
Hoverflies
These brightly-coloured insects look like wasps sometimes, but are stingless flies. They are cleverly
avoided by predators as they look like dangerous wasps.
Britain has over 240 hoverfly species. Adults are found on flowers throughout spring, summer and
autumn. Hoverfly larvae sometimes resemble small slugs. They all have different feeding habits.
They may eat plants, feed on rotting wood and fungi, or dine on dead insects.
Hoverflies can be found between March and November, depending on the species.
Keep an eye out for them hovering near and resting on flowers. Many also enter conservatories and
greenhouses.
The adult hoverflies like flowers where there is easy access to the nectar. Good plants to encourage
these helpful insects are Aster, poached eggplant, baby blue eyes, ice plant, phacelia, ivy and
poppies.
Some of these plants are great for growing in tubs and containers on patios, so even if you don’t
have a great expanse of garden, you can still play your part in attracting them.
Have a look out in your garden and see what other plants hoverflies are attracted to; we would love
to know and expand our own knowledge.
12
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KOA Sponsored Knit
A reminder that the KOA Sponsored Knit is on Saturday 13th April, 2–4 pm, at Edith Court.
A very social afternoon with tea and lots of chat!
All knitters very welcome. We knit strips which are then made up into blankets.
These are given to local charities.
Easy knitting!
Sponsor forms can be obtained from Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road, telephone 01865 835634.
Come and join us!

Fairtrade Event
Report of the Fairtrade Event held Saturday 9th March, 2–4 pm
There was a real air of excitement as children and adults flooded into the Village
Centre at the recent Fairtrade event at the Village Centre last month. Most of them
were clutching the cakes they had made to enter the ‘Fairtrade Bake-off
Competition’ and in the end there were 29 entries.
There were banana cakes, chocolate cakes, cakes with cream, cakes with jam, cakes
with multi-layers and cakes with wonderful decorations on them. But the one thing
all the cakes had in common was that many of the ingredients used were fairly
traded products. Helen Peacocke, Patron of Kennington4Fairtrade, had the unenviable task of
choosing a winner for each of the five age categories of children and the one adult category. Whilst
Helen was carrying out her responsibilities, the hall was filled with people looking around the
various stalls and buying fairly traded food and clothes items.
Thanks to Waitrose, the Co-operative store, and donations from the K4F Steering Group, we had
good prizes for the raffle. Traidcraft, the Co-op and Percol between them supplied free fruit and
chocolate bars as well as sachets of tea and coffee. There also an activities table for the children and
they had a great time colouring a cake picture as well as making and decorating Fairtrade bags for
all their free samples!
David Bowman (non-executive director of the Traidcraft company) gave a presentation about the
benefits of fairness in trade. The main theme of the talk was “choices”. He talked about the choices
that we make as consumers and the choices that might be available to developing-world producers.
Using examples of producers in Chile, Peru, India, Malawi and Kenya, he explained how paying
people guaranteed fair prices enabled them to have more choices. Wine, honey, paper, cocoa and
coffee producers are now able to make new choices such as installing village water pumps or
sending their children to University.
Two of the Fairtrade committee had a busy time serving free tea and coffee to those who wanted
refreshments and then everyone waited for the moment when the prizewinners of the cake
competition were announced and we could then have a taste of all the cakes—yummy!
The event was hailed a great success and shows how committed this village is to maintaining its
Fairtrade Village status. Long may it continue !
If you would like to get more involved please contact
K4F via Robin Mason on robinmason@hotmail.co.uk.
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Who wrote the TV sitcom ‘Keeping up Appearances’?
Who is Mrs B’s husband, next door neighbour, and admirer ‘with good breeding’?
Come and join us for tea and light… er… entertainment?
Win a quiz prize for the ‘most correct’ answers!
Bring and buy, or simply enjoy a cake of your choice.
Raffle Prize and sale of books and clothes included.
Fancy Character Dress (optional).
The Kennington Methodist Church, Upper Road, Kennington, Thursday 16th May, 3–5.30 pm
Hosts: Margaret Vaughan, Yvonne Enock and Doreen Biggadike
If you would like to help us with the arrangements, please
call 01865 735220 or 07833 398466, or email vmargaret58@yahoo.com
Posters will be displayed around the village at the beginning of April
In aid of the Department of Urology Oxfordshire DUO (Charitable Trust),
Registered Charity № 1104819. www.duooxfordshire.org.uk

Kennington Women’s Institute
March Meeting
This was a busy evening! We started with the usual updates, and we were pleased that the proceeds
of the sales table last month were donated to Professor Harris in support of his work in cancer
research.
There are some interesting events coming up in the local WI groups:
Thursday April 4th: Radley WI is hosting an open meeting with circle dancing.
Tuesday April 16th: The Abingdon Group WI meeting will be a talk by Mike Payne about the
Pinewood Film Studios. Also a bring-and-buy plant stall. Tickets are £2.50.
Tuesday April 30th: There is a briefing on this year’s resolution, ‘The decline of our high streets and
town centres’ in Botley.
We moved on to the AGM. We reminisced on the year that has passed in the President’s address
and approved the formal statements.
Our speaker was Graham Sutherland, who came to talk to us about ‘Wicked Women’. At the
beginning he suggested it was up to us to decide whether these women were in our own opinion
actually wicked, suggesting that beauty, like wickedness, can also be seen differently according to
an individual’s perspective.
Suffice to say that much of the wickedness that he recounted concerning women in the 19 th and
early 20th century involved various administrations of arsenic. There could be little doubt about the
degrees of wickedness that these women had displayed, certainly food for thought.
Our next meeting is on 10th April at 7:15 pm in the Village Centre, when we will hear from the
Dayle Hoyland about the work of the United Sustainable Energy Agency. Visitors welcome.
16
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Girlguiding Thames District
The Guides, Brownies and Rainbows and their leaders thank all those who braved the cold and
supported our recent Table Top Sale. The event raised enough to support Girlguiding locally for the
coming year.
We will return in 2014.

Grand Fête
This year’s Grand Fête will be back in the heart of the village!
Saturday 22nd June, 12 noon–3:30 pm, St Swithun’s Church grounds
Join us for a fun-filled afternoon, in aid of
St Swithun’s School, Kennington Overseas Aid and St Swithun’s Church

Our poorly building—Kennington Playgroup
Travelling along The Avenue during the latter part of last year, you are sure to have noticed our
poorly building.
Hungry bees and other small creatures had destroyed much of the mortar in the gable end of our
building. That, together with large amounts of damp, meant we could not return after the long
summer holiday.
Thanks to the kind generosity of St Swithun’s School we were able to operate from Willow class
for the Autumn and Winter term. The remedial works were completed during January, so we could
return home and recommence Playgroup sessions in our building.
The staff, parents, carers and children of Playgroup all think the improvements that have been made
are fantastic and are now keen to bring the rest of the building up to the same high standard.
The Old School Building is well over 100 years old and is an historic part of the village. Playgroup
has been part of village life for nearly 50 years, and with its ‘Good’ OFSTED rating it provides a
friendly and stimulating environment for the 2½–5 year-olds in the village.
I’m sure most of you reading this will have had children attend playgroup, attended yourself or
know someone who has been part of playgroup at some time. You might even have been a pupil at
the Old School Building!
To ensure this village landmark remains for the next 100 years we need to continue with the
building work. Our aim is to replace the fascias, guttering and widows… and so the fund-raising
begins.
Please keep your eyes peeled around the village for news of our fund-raising events; we would
greatly appreciate your support. Or pop along to the community sale held every Thursday from
3 pm outside Playgroup (inside if raining).
If you are a local builder and feel you may be able to help our cause, please pop in to see us or ring
326606.
— Kate Rawlings, Chair of the Committee, Kennington Playgroup.
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Friends of St Swithun’s School
The Friends of St Swithun’s School (FOSS) are holding a Quiz and Curry evening on Friday 26th
April at 7:30 pm in the Key Stage 1 Hall. Tickets cost £7, which includes curry (meat or
vegetarian) and dessert, and are available from the School Office on 01865 438933. Come as a
team of up to six people—or teams can be formed on the night. Everyone welcome!
We will also be holding our May Fair on Saturday 18th May. This year’s Fair will have a musical
theme. If there are any music groups in the village or surrounding area who would like to perform
at the Fair, please leave your contact details with the school office on 01865 438933, or contact
FOSS on friendsofstswithuns@gmail.com.

Appeal for adults to join Kennington Scouting
I’ve been a Beaver and Cub Scout Leader for nearly 12 years, but my
term is coming to an end this summer. My youngest child will be going to
Scouts in September, and my Thursday evenings will in future be spent at
Oxford Ice Rink, facilitating his passion for ice hockey.
In the last eleven years, I’ve sat in a private jet, fired a fireman’s hose, shot air rifles and arrows,
brandished a police riot shield, and had 17 nights away without my husband (and sometimes even
without my kids). I’ve eaten tons of toasted marshmallows round loads of camp-fires, singing
ridiculous songs. I’ve learnt why the moon changes shape, sign language and sawing. I’ve caught
crayfish from the Thames, scrambled along the climbing wall at Brookes, and splashed in the sea in
Bournemouth.
I’ve seen kids do their first ever washing-up, crack an egg, get a sleeping-bag into its sack, hold a
chicken (bring-a-pet night), light a match, climb a tree, address an envelope, wade in a stream in
wellies, and buy a bus ticket which they had to keep safe for the return journey.
I’ve made kids aware (even if just for a moment) of stranger danger, foreign food, water safety, the
environment, war heroes, and how to change a tyre (cars and bikes).
I’ve cheered on my Beavers winning the football challenge many times, had success with a
Christmas-tree-made-from-recyclables competition (naked umbrellas) but not quite so much joy in
the kitchen (not my strength!). We’ve made bikes’ brakes safe, checked who should still be using a
booster seat in the car, agreed whom you should approach if you are lost (anyone pushing a pushchair), “sung-along-with Santa” and worked out fire-evacuation-plans from our own homes. I have
had parents report that their kids refused to watch TV or eat crisps during “health and fitness
week”, and following a visit to Botley Commonwealth War Graves, 100% turnout at Remembrance
Day Parade with the smartest marching, best behaved kids you could hope for.
I responded to an advert in the Chronicle when my older child was just one, and got thoroughly
sucked in. At that time, Beavers had a motto: “Fun and Friends”. I can assure you that is exactly
what I got. Thanks to the fellow leaders who supported me and more importantly to all the parents
who trusted me with their children, it’s been a privilege.
Please do think about what kids get out of Scouting, and more importantly, what YOU could get
out of it. If you like being outside, making things, and going places, then share it with a bunch of
kids. You never know what you could open their eyes to.
To volunteer, email kenningtonscouts@gmail.com.
— Kit Smith, 40th Oxford Sea Scout Group
20
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Garden Competition
Kennington Parish Council
The Annual Garden Competition will be judged on
Saturday 22nd June
Preliminary Judging will take place on
Friday 21st June from 6 pm.
Please note that the date has moved from July to June for this year.
— Peter Biggs, Kennington Parish Council

News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School
We’re all enjoying seeing the days gradually lengthening, with the children being able to
play on the field on dry days. Our term has been as busy as ever, with lots of exciting
learning activities planned for the children. We had Science Week recently, enjoying
visits from the education team at Science Oxford. We also really appreciated many
parents coming into school to talk to the children about their science-related jobs.
Science Week coincided with the second week of Fairtrade Fortnight and many of the children
entered the Kennington Fairtrade Bake-off, making and decorating cakes, using Fairtrade
ingredients where possible.
By the time the Chronicle is published, our Year 4 children will also have been on their residential
visit to the beautiful Gower in South Wales.
Our journalists have been busy this month, with reports, which we hope you will enjoy, from
Sycamore Class (Year 2, 6–7 year-olds) and Redwood Class (Years 5 and 6, 9–11 year-olds). You
will find Sycamore’s report below, and Redwood’s on page 24.
From everyone in school, we wish you a very happy Easter.
Sycamore’s Spectacular Snowy Poetry
Reported by Audrey and Ilka
As you all know recently we had snow as white as the clouds land in Kennington. We loved it! In
fact we loved it so much that we decided to write some poetry about it. We started by gathering lots
of wow words which described what the snow looked, felt and sounded like (our list was vast). We
then used these ideas to create some wonderful similes, such as “my garden looked like it was
covered in a glistening blanket of white”. We also had a go at using personification such as
“dancing snowflakes”. We then used our ideas to create cinquain poems by counting the syllables in
each line.
Here are some examples.
“Snow Fall” by Lydia
Snowflakes
Falling down white
As pretty as glitter
Dancing snowflakes falling quickly
Snowflakes

“Falling Snow” by Leona
Snowflakes
Twirling whirling
Around in the thick air
A deep blanket on the bare ground
Crunch crunch
23

Sustainable villages and how they compare to Kennington
Redwood’s report (see page 23) by Anna Pitt-Francis, Mae Cullen, Connie Richardson, Anna Rimmer
Redwood class and many other children in years 5 and 6 recently experienced a freezing cold but
inspiring day at Earth Trust, an organisation that teaches people about being more eco-friendly. It is
on the site of Wittenham Clumps.
As part of our project we have been learning about which is the best renewable energy source to
replace the Didcot cooling towers. One of these possible future alternatives was shown to us by Dr
Graham Naylor from the Culham centre for Fusion energy. He explained how scientists were trying
to make atoms fuse together to make fusion energy.
As well as learning about ‘What’s the Alternative?’ to Didcot, we have also been designing and
creating a sustainable village inspired by ones we thought about whilst on the visit. We named our
village Greenbrook.
The many features of this remarkable community include the important five essentials: where to get
food, how to generate energy, a way to collect water, how to dispose of waste, and transport. To
solve these problems we decided, as a team, on a list of features to put in to Greenbrook; including
a river and reservoir, as a supply of water and for energy—a hydro-electric turbine, a wind farm and
solar panels.
Also, we have been thinking about what jobs we could do in the future to help with being more
eco-friendly; for example, builders and architects that design and construct houses may now be
more environmentally friendly in the materials they choose to use. So we have been designing more
sustainable houses of our own. As we grow and make decisions for ourselves, we might decide to
be a council member or planner and help with the organisation of wind, hydro, solar and other
energy projects in our communities. Even if we aren’t any of these, our project still will help us
when we own a house of our own, maybe with water management or for getting an Energy
Efficient Certificate, which we were taught about.
We wondered if there were any energy-efficient houses in the village of Kennington, because we
would like make a start at our village being more eco-friendly. The features of these houses may
include solar panels. We know that many of us have them but we hope to improve the number of
people with solar panels after we have written this article. We also thought of those people who
compost and recycle.
Our sustainable village of Greenbrook has been growing over the last few days, which has made
some people come up with problems to solve. For example, Mae came up with this marvellous
question: How do you make the Launderette in the village sustainable? So we asked all the people
in the class, and here are our ideas:
We decided to make it work by changing the water supply by using rain-water harvesting, Some of
this would be filtered for drinking and washing while the rest would be used for flushing the toilets
and other general uses. We also needed to think about electricity to run the washing machines and
dryers. So we made wind turbines to provide cheap clean energy for our village.
What we have discovered is that it is possible to make a whole village more sustainable and
friendlier to the environment.
So come on Kennington—now it’s your turn. If we can do it, you can!
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Kennington Parish Council

Kennington Parish Council
Annual Report 2012–2013

Annual Parish Meeting
Thursday 25th April
7:30 pm in the Village Centre
All Welcome
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Annual Parish Meeting

Kennington Parish Council

Annual Parish Meeting
Thursday 25 April at 7:30 pm
in the Main Hall at Kennington Village Centre
All electors of Kennington are welcome to attend and participate

AGENDA
1. Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting
2. Report of the Chairman
3. Financial Statement of the Parish Council 2012/2013
4. Matters arising from Reports
5. Election of three persons to Kennington Memorial Field Committee
6. Reports from the District Councillors
7. Report from the County Councillor
8. Reports from Local Committees and Organisations
9. To consider suggestions from parishioners

Cllr Peter Biggs
Chairman of Kennington Parish Council

Please send any suggestions for item № 9 by Tuesday 23rd April to
The Clerk to the Council, Mrs A Feather
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, OX1 5NZ
email Kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
Kennington Parish Council set aside some money to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee over
the weekend of 2nd–3rd June 2012. A small committee was set up, led by Peter Biggs (Parish
Council Chairman). The idea was to have an event on the Forest Side playing field, including a
grand village fête, entertainment for both young and old, and an informal religious service.
The village organisations were invited to have stalls at
the fête, which was held on the Saturday afternoon, and
in the evening there was to be professional entertainment
in the marquee, with a hog roast & barbeque. A beer tent
was arranged by the Tandem. The marquee was
decorated, the field set out, the hog captured, beer
barrels lined up, buns and onions for the burgers sliced,
and lovely teas made by the ladies of several
organisations. On the Sunday there was to be a Royal
Tea Party, with children’s sports followed by a short service.
On Friday morning a large lorry arrived with the marquee, flooring, tables and chairs, whilst the
field was being marked out for the stalls and races. The weather was a bit dull, and there were some
clouds in the sky, but all was going well.
Saturday arrived and whilst it was a bit breezy and cool, the
weather was clear enough. People arrived and set up their stalls.
The Guides and Brownies set up a radio station, the teapots
were warmed, the jam, cream and scones readied, and we were
all ready to go. The Kennington Band arrived to provide music
and Trevor Cowlett (Recently awarded and MBE) opened the
fête.
It was a pleasant event but the weather had an effect on the
numbers visiting. However, the cream teas were enjoyed, the
crafts were bought, and games played, and for a while the sun actually shone. There was a juggler,
who provided some amusement, and some children had a go themselves.
The evening event went ahead starting well, but rain was
forecast for about 9:00, which duly arrived, coinciding
with the hog roast and burgers being available. It was
quite a sight seeing people queuing up in the rain for
their food and beer! Kenningtonians are a hardy lot. But
once back inside the marquee in the warm and dry, it was
soon forgotten, and a great atmosphere prevailed, the
dancing continuing into the night.
Sunday saw more and almost continuous rain, but the
events continued
in the marquee. Probably fewer people came along, but for
those who did, it was a lovely afternoon, with more teas and
delicious cakes.
The Parish Council thanks all the people who made this an
event to remember, in particular Peter Biggs (Chairman) and
Anne Feather (Parish Clerk), who did so much to make the
event a success.
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Parish Finances
Kennington Parish Council
How much did your Parish Council cost you in 2012–13?
The precept was £79,102. This was the Parish Council’s share of the Council Tax for the year. It
costs a band ‘D’ property £45.91 (unchanged from 2011–12).
Additional income of around £8,000 came from grants, other payments and bank interest.

Regular Commitments
•

Clerk’s and Wardens’ salaries

•

Maintenance of the playing areas

•

Maintenance of the War Memorial

•

Grass cutting of the highway verges

•

Grass cutting and maintenance of the cemetery

•

Maintenance of the paths and alleyways

•

Repair and cleaning of the bus shelters

•

Emptying the dog waste bins

•

Garden Competition

•

Carols around the Christmas tree

Additional spending in 2012–13
•

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee weekend

•

Water supply for the War Memorial

•

Refurbishment of noticeboards

Grants to Local Community Groups and Charities made 2012–13
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•

Parent and Toddler Group

£ 250

•

Kennington Festival Group

£ 250

•

St John Ambulance

£ 120

•

Royal British Legion

£ 915

•

Kennington WI

£ 250

•

Thames Valley & Chiltern Air Ambulance Trust

£ 300

•

Abingdon & District Citizens Advice Bureau

£ 425

•

Apple Café

£ 1,000

•

South and Vale Carers Centre

£ 225

•

ENRYCH (Ryder-Cheshire Volunteers)

£

•

Kennington Good Neighbours

£ 400

•

Playfield Road playing field

£ 500

•

Oxfordshire PlayBus

£

25
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Welsh Choir in Kennington
Ospreys Supporters Choir Concert
St Swithun’s Church, Sunday 5th May, 7 pm
in aid of
Kennington Cancer Fund
and
Kennington Overseas Aid

Kennington Community Library Newsletter
Dear Readers
I hope you have all had a good Easter. March was an interesting month at the library for us with
World Book Day. We had a wonderful response from you for book recommendations and had two
displays of very diverse titles! There are also now two folders listing these recommendations in the
library, so if you find yourself looking for something to read you can come and browse them for
inspiration; and we are always eager to hear what other books you recommend. We also had a prize
draw from the entries, which was made on 9th March. Thanks to the Friends of Kennington Library
for their help with organising the prize of free DVD hire.
We also had several acrostic poems written by our junior readers on the subject ‘My Library’, such
as this one by Sheeya Purahoo:
Libraries are great fun.
I love reading, so do my friends.
Books suck you into their story;
Reading books makes you part of the story.
A good book is always entertaining.
Read on reader, don’t stop now;
Yes for reading, go, go, GO!

We liked these so much that we have put them in the folder with junior recommendations for
everyone to read.
In other news, the popularity of our Rhymetime sessions is growing and as a result we have moved
into the big hall. This month, Rhymetime (see page 8) will be on Wednesday 17th April, 10:45–
11:15 am. All families with babies and toddlers are welcome.
We thank everyone who came to the fantastic gala night and to the Friends of Kennington Library
for their hard work and dedication in organising the event.
Lyndsay and I look forward to seeing you in the library soon,
— Dominique Henderson, 01865 730763, kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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Kennington Youth Club
We have lift off! Our Broadband and IT Hub project left the runway last
month due to generous donations from two sources. St Swithun’s ecumenical
Guild held a raffle, bring-and-buy sale, and even emptied their ‘pennies jar’ to
send us £50 to start our ‘match funding’ account! Immediately following that,
from an anonymous source, we were overjoyed to receive a further sum of money to boost our
match funding account. In giving this sum, the donors hope it will prove an investment that both the
Youth Club and the wider community might benefit from in the not-too-distant future. Happily it is
too a gift that can be doubled, for we intend to use it to apply for match funding. Indeed as leader I
immediately had members work on a youth activities fund application, which will be ready for the
new financial year.
It is not only in that area that we have been fortunate. Ever since the building was renovated we
have been plagued by heaters malfunctioning. Our shivering is over however thanks to the
generosity of Mark Mulvany, who investigated and made adjustments to hopefully cure the
problem—touch wood! We are indebted to him, and for other electrical work he did to improve our
comfort in the kitchen and living room—thanks Mark.
My recent programme has included boxing training, quiz nights, clay modelling, and games nights,
including a bit of indoor football. By the time you read this we might well have unveiled our new
DJ equipment too. This comes to us due to the generosity of Oxford Round Table who were
amazing in granting the funding for it. Thank you Round Table, we will have much fun with the
equipment and maybe earn a bit with it for match funding too.
Our Kosta Café will not open in April, as the first Friday comes within the Easter holidays.
To keep up to date with what is happening at Kennington Youth Club, ring or email me, or speak to
Roy King on 01865 735864. We badly need more volunteers who can help 6–8 pm, 6–9 pm, or
7:30–9 pm. Our ambitious programme depends on having volunteers just mingling with members
and helping where they can. Some of our volunteer team have moved on and now we are short. You
do not need to be young; it is a well-run club. Details are available from the leader or chairman.
— Alice Dore, Youth Leader & Kennington Youth Club Management Committee
Telephone 07905 249790 — Email kenningtonyouthclub@hotmail.co.uk

KADS update
Well, what a terrible start we had to our panto run! The very first Friday we were
greeted with a heavy snowfall and fears were that the cast and crew would not make it.
Thankfully everyone arrived, albeit by foot or sleigh, and we were able to open as usual.
The first week was affected by the weather and we were down in numbers, but by the second week
some of the shortfall was made up.
Thank you to everyone who braved the conditions! By your generosity we have raised £1,000 for
Friends of Kennington Cancer Fund from bucket collections and percentage of ticket sales.
Our next project is a first for us as we will be joining forces with The Harold Elmey Big Band (see
page 35) to present four concerts of Singing with a Swing: Kennington on 15th, 22nd and 23rd
June, and Kidlington (Exeter Hall) on 16th June. There will be many familiar songs such as In
the Mood, All of Me, Wonderful World, Candyman, and many more. All tickets will be
unreserved at £8 (no concessions).
We are still looking for singers, male and female, to join us for these concerts. If you are interested
in singing with us or would like ticket info, please contact Kay on 01865 739025 or Alan on
01865 735944. You can also order tickets on-line: go to www.kenningtonads.org.uk and click on
“Contact Us ” to leave your message. We hope to see you there!
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Parish Council Matters
March Meeting
Minutes available on-line. See page 53.
Temporary EMERGENCY Road Closure:
Oxford Road, Kennington
In last month’s Chronicle it was reported that
the Oxford Road would be closed until 31 st July
2013. A geotechnical engineer is looking at the
issues and the possible fix. Once this has been
determined they will inform us and update their
web page. The Parish Council contacted the
Area Steward (Oxfordshire County Council
Highways) and it was her understanding that
this work was to be carried 2014/15 and would
take some 18 months to complete. However she
has heard that this is being brought forward—
all depends on what can be done to stabilise it.
Highways has prioritised the resurfacing of the
main road through Kennington. The following
sections are in order of priority:
1. St Swithun’s Road to Kennington Road
(including the footpath) scored high and is in
the capital programme for 2014/15.
2. 110 Kennington Road to The Avenue just
missed out on the scoring as although it was
high it was not high enough for 2014/15, so
should be in the 2015/16 programme.
3. Sandford Lane to St Swithun’s Road.
4. Upper Road to Kenville Road.
The Highways department will inspect the road
every month, filling big pot holes for the time
being.
The Parish Council is planning to meet with
Cllr Rodney Rose soon to voice the village’s
unhappiness, as the council had been lead to
believe that section 1 was to commence in
2013/14.
Kennington Pools: The Oxford Volunteers
spent another day at Kennington Pools early
last month. Although the weather was miserable
they did such a lot and put a full day in!

They removed lots of willows that were
overhanging the water or had collapsed into the
water. They removed a couple of sycamores,
but tried not to touch any of the hawthorn, alder
or ash on the banks. They also pollarded a few
of the willows just above head-height so they
will be easy to re-pollard in future.
The Parish council has booked Oxfordshire
Volunteers again during the summer to repair
the dipping platforms.
As part of the Community Governance Review,
the Parish Council has requested a boundary
change to the Parish to include the Sandford
Lane Industrial Estate together with Sanford
Lane and Car Park by the river. At present this
area is in the parish of Radley, but it was felt
that this area directly affected Kennington more
than Radley.
A resident raised a concern about litter in the
village and by the river. The Parish Council will
keep an eye on this.
— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council
Dates of Council Meetings: April
All meetings are normally held in the
Village Centre and are open to you all.
Saturday 6th, 10–11 am
Saturday Office
Tuesday 2nd & 23rd at 8 pm
Planning Committee Meeting
Thursday 11th at 7:30 pm
Kennington Parish Council Meeting
Planning applications are considered by the
Parish Council at the next meeting following
receipt of the plan as it has only 21 days to
send in its comments. Therefore please
telephone or email the Clerk immediately you
receive notification to ensure the Parish
Council members are aware of any neighbour
objections. Plans can be viewed by
arrangement with the Clerk or online at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk
To contact the clerk write or call
20 Kennington Road, 01865 421126
kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Kennington History Society
In February the History Society held its Annual General Meeting. The Chairman opening the
meeting said he felt the Society was at a crossroad because, although he was able to report yet
another very successful year, many members of the committee had served since the Society’s
formation in 2003 and some, including himself, were looking to reduce their commitment in the
future. Treasurer Doreen Horseman reported the Society’s continuing healthy financial position and
Membership Secretary Margaret Biggs said membership numbers remained constant. The
Chairman thanked both officers for their work and paid tribute to Charles Swaziland, a strong
supporter of the Society, who had sadly died last year. The retiring committee members with the
welcome addition of Gerry Bowen-Thomas, Pam Johnston and Bob Johnston, were elected to serve
on the new committee. It was also agreed at the AGM that the Society’s Annual Coach Trip this
year scheduled for Thursday 26th September would be a return to Portsmouth.
At the close of the Meeting the Committee was thanked from the floor and the Chairman added his
personal thanks to the Secretary, Jean Holt, for all her support through out the year.
As in previous years the formal part of the AGM was followed
directly by a Members’ Evening. On this occasion it was an
illustrated talk by members Roger Gelder and George Ross
entitled, ‘Our Summer Visit to The Tower of London’. The talk
covered both the history of the building and the many famous people
who were imprisoned, and in some cases died there, over almost 900
years. The presentation appeared well-received. As Kennington
History Society is now ten years old, the well-attended evening
concluded with the cutting and, more importantly, the eating of
delicious Anniversary Cake baked by Mrs Suckling.
As we go to press members are looking forward to a talk by one of
their fellow members, David Butler, entitled, ‘Passport to Paris:
The Start of a Family Story’.

Thank you for the cake, Kath!

‘this month’
On Monday 15th April in the Methodist Church at 7:45 pm local historian and popular speaker
Bert Pridgeon is to give an illustrated talk on ‘King Alfred the Great’. This should be very
interesting as Alfred was born locally at Wantage and went on to become arguably the most
outstanding Saxon King, reigning from 871 to 899. Considering the recent success in finding
Richard III’s grave and proving the authenticity of the remains, perhaps efforts can now be made to
find Alfred’s bones, although they were buried 600 years earlier. Originally in the Saxon Minster in
Winchester the remains were later moved to nearby Hyde Abbey and are now lost!
‘next month’
On Monday 20th May we have a talk by Richard Smith entitled ‘Oxford Eccentricity’: How
madly and badly the City and University have behaved over the last 900 years.
Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2.50.
— George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society
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Kennington Cancer Fund
Please note the time stated for the Shoe Sale on Saturday 20 th April in last month’s Chronicle was
incorrect. Our opening times will be 10 am to 12 noon as usual in the Village Centre.
Thanks to all who came to the Cheese and Wine evening, where £1,201 was raised. Many thanks to
all who donated raffle prizes.
— Pearl Livett

Notes from Kennington Health Centre

Kennington Health Centre

www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk
Thank you to all who contributed to the small survey, which was conducted by the Patient
Participation Group. The results were reviewed by the group and an action plan drawn up.
The action plan took full consideration of your comments but also considered what the practice
could reasonably achieve within the resources available to us. The full report is on our website and
will be displayed in the practice. Please let me know if you would like a copy of this. The group
will continue to meet and discuss matters.
One of the points raised is that some people did not know we had a website,
www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk. It is a one-stop place for information about the practice. It also
contains many useful links to a lot of general information about health matters. Check out the
online forms—order your repeat prescription, change your details, cancel an appointment, and
leave a comment for the practice. You should receive an acknowledgement—if not then it might not
have got to us. If you’ve not had the chance to look at it yet why not give it a go.
If you wish to contact the practice, the preferred method is via the online form mentioned above.
The practice manager’s e-mail, dave.dixon@nhs.net, may be used—but please be aware that this
should NOT be used for MEDICAL matters. Also be aware that if he is away from office then it
will NOT be monitored or checked. You should call the practice for all urgent and medical matters.
Confidentiality is of utmost importance to us. If a child is 18 or over then, sorry, we cannot enter
into any conversation about them with a parent unless both parties have signed a confidentiality
waiver. If you are over 18 but wish your parents or a partner to be able to discuss matters about you
with us then call into the practice and collect a confidentiality waiver form for both parties to sign.
Times are changing in the NHS, which means that we have to change as well. We all have fond
memories of what things were like many years ago, but things have to change to keep within the
resources we have available. We will endeavour to keep patients informed of changes through local
magazines, our website and notices in the practice. Please help us to make these changes work—if
you have any questions please raise them with the Practice Manager who will be happy to discuss
them with you.
Demand for appointments is increasing. This is not unique to Kennington but is happening across
Oxfordshire and nationally. The staff try to provide you with an appropriate appointment that works
for you but sometimes this is not always available. Telephone appointments provide quick access to
a GP to discuss your concerns and agree an appropriate course of action for you. They are not a
second best choice—they are working, and patients who try them say they are very good. Please
consider accepting a telephone appointment if you are offered one by the reception team.
— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net
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Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 18th April at 2:30 pm at 3 Cranbrook Drive.
All are welcome to this friendly meeting.

Kennington Link WI
March Meeting
The President, Ann Coulter, welcomed members to the Annual Meeting and thanked
the ladies who had arranged the hall for us. A cheerful flowering plant adorned the
President’s table. This had been provided by Mrs Jean Mundy and was later given to
Iris Butler.
Tickets for the April Group Meeting were on sale and orders for WI Calendars & Diaries
taken. Bulb catalogues were available for gardeners to take home and study. Pennies for Friendship
will be collected next month. An invitation to attend Radley WI meeting on Thursday 4th April had
been received and there were notices of forthcoming events at Denman. We concluded the Business
Proceedings by looking through News & Views—it was pleasing to see Margaret Young’s prizewinning story in print.
The AGM
The Treasurer’s Report. Christine Ravenscoft, gave a comprehensive financial report showing our
funds to be in a healthy condition.
The Secretary’s Report. Jean Mundy reminded us of activities and outings that were undertaken
during the past year. There have been many interesting speakers and it was pleasant to recall their
varied talks. We miss our friend Joan Bowen Thomas who sadly died during the year and
regrettably not all our members were able to rejoin this January, resulting in a slightly lower
membership this year.
The President’s Report. Ann Coulter thanked the committee, especially the Secretary and Treasurer
who perform their duties so diligently. She was pleased the February luncheon had been such a
happy occasion and well supported. We shall have a special event in the autumn in remembrance of
Joan Bowen Thomas. The new committee has changed little since last year although the catering
duties have been taken over by Margaret Young, and we thank Barbara Bayliss who undertook this
task for several years.
After a welcome tea break it was time to draw the raffle, which was presided over by Jean Perella
and Vera Fanning. An exceptional number of prizes resulted in many happy winners and an
appreciable amount of money was raised.
The afternoon concluded with a beetle drive which lightened the business atmosphere and was
especially appreciated as it ended with confectionery prizes for all.
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 3rd April when Mr Brian Baggott will show slides of
his New Zealand Holiday. Vera Fanning, our representative for the KOA Sponsored Knit, will
bring her sponsorship form to this meeting. Visitors are very welcome.
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Thames (Kennington) Trefoil Guild
We started the year with our AGM in January and, as always, celebrated Lord and
Lady Baden-Powel’s birthday in February with Thinking Day.
We look forward to many interesting Speakers in the New Year telling us about things
as varied as Skin Care, Two Victorian Ladies, Helen and Douglas House and The Red Cross, to
name a few. We will help with the District Jumble Sale on 9 th March and have our annual ‘Bring
and Share’ at Jubilee House, Beckley, in July. We visit Cheltenham on our coach outing in May,
and using our Bus Passes we will take a tour of the Oxfordshire Countryside in August.
We meet in the Methodist Church Hall from 7:30 to about 9:30 pm on the third Tuesday of each
month. Several younger Members have now joined us and we would be very pleased to see many
more. Our aim is to have Fellowship and Fun.
— Jan Paterson, Secretary to Thames (Kennington) Trefoil Guild

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: April

www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

April: Wednesday 17th, 7:30 pm, Village Centre: “Our wild bees”: who’s doing the pollinating? A
presentation by Ivan Wright. Members £2, non-members £3, which includes complementary
refreshments.
May: Saturday 11th, 10–11 am, St Swithun’s Church grounds: If you want to buy a good range
of plants at knock-down prices, come along to our plant sale. A limited number of tables are
available at £9 each. Tables must be booked in advanced with Mr & Mrs Maine on 736841 and are
available to members only. Bookings cannot be accepted on the day.
June: Saturday 15th, Coach trip to Coton Manor Gardens. Northampton: This coach outing
will be combined with a visit to “The Nursery Further Afield” at Brackley en-route to Coton
Manor, a ten-acre garden originally laid out in 1925 by the grandparents of the present owner. The
garden encloses a series of smaller gardens providing interest and variety throughout. Coton has
recently been featured in ‘The English Garden’ and ‘Gardens Illustrated’ as well as local and
national TV programmes. The coach will depart Manor Grove at 9 am calling at bus stops through
the village. We aim to arrive at the nursery for opening at 10 am for a one hour (ish) visit. We then
journey on to Coton with a coffee stop at the Red Lion pub, Evenley; arriving at Coton at
approximately 1 pm. Estimated arrival time back in Kennington is 5:30 pm. Booking can be made
with the treasurer on 730961. The cost is £17 per person, excluding the coffee stop.
July: Wednesday 24th: Afternoon & Evening visit to Ball Colegrave Seeds Adderbury: A visit
to Ball Colegrave’s Summer Open Evening, where there will be displays of trial gardens, patio and
hanging basket displays, and other colourful gardens. This will be their only open evening this year.
Light refreshments will be available but you can take a picnic.
Initially the plan is to travel by coach subject to sufficient numbers booking (40 is the aim), and to
depart Kennington at 4:30 pm. In the event that the coach does not prove cost-effective, we will
revert to private cars. The projected cost, coach and admission is £12, and places can be booked
with the treasurer on 730961. At the time of booking please indicate if you are able to provide
transport or would require transport should insufficient numbers book necessitating the need to
revert to private cars. Kennington to Adderbury is 23 miles. In order to secure the booking we have
had to pay for 20 places up-front at £2 per ticket. Further pick-up details and mode of transport will
be circulated in due course.
Membership remains at £1. New members welcome; telephone the membership secretary 730961.
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Kennington Overseas Aid
This month will see the distribution of our programme of events, and we do
hope there will be something to please everyone. At the end of the month we
shall be doing a house-to-house collection for this year’s charity, The
Children’s Radio Foundation, and we are hoping to raise at least £21,000 for
their work in Tanzania. At the same time you should receive a copy of the
programme through your letter box, so please don’t confuse it with your junk
mail! We are hoping to have some volunteer students to help us; please
welcome them if they come to your door.
Film-maker Philip Hind has a surprise in mind for our “Fifties Fandango”
event with Peggy Seeger and Charity Opera. This event is now is now sold out.
Looking ahead to next month , on Sunday 12th May at 6:30 pm there will be a special service at the
church of the Good Shepherd and a chance to hear more about the project we are supporting.
If you are interested in photography and Africa keep Wednesday 15th May at 8 pm in your diaries,
when we will have a chance to hear about “Wildlife photography in Uganda and beyond.” More
details next month.
Ike Garson, from last year’s charity “Lunch for Learning”, has recently visited the school in
Uganda, which is now linked to St Swithun’s school. He hopes to visit St Swithun’s soon to show
pictures and a film as well as presenting the school with a certificate.
www.koa.org.uk
Sylvia Vetta (739071)

Joint Chairs:
Marilyn Farr (326519)

Halcyon Leonard (452783)

Kennington Churches Together
Collection for Oxford Homeless Pathways
The collection for Oxford Homeless Pathways will be made on Sundays 14 th and 21st April. Items
needed include:
➢

Blankets, towels, toiletries.

➢

Household items for the re-homing project: crockery, pots and pans, cutlery and household
linen.

➢

Food items: cereals, long-life milk, tins of beans and spaghetti, soup, minced beef, Marmite,
breakfast cereals, tuna.

➢

Urgently needed: underwear, socks, Value toothbrushes.

If you are unable to leave your donations at one of the Churches in Kennington, please contact one
of:
Ann Coulter
01865 739271
David Butler 01865 739487
John Marson 01865 735145
Many thanks for your help—it is greatly appreciated by the Oxford Homeless Pathways.
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Trek the Great Wall of China
Marie Curie Cancer Care is looking for Oxfordshire residents
interested in taking part in a life-changing trek along the Great
Wall of China in May 2014, exploring one of the wonders of the
world and experiencing the people and culture of rural China.
This nine day challenge, from 16th to 24th May, offers participants
the chance to trek the 15th Century Ming Dynasty hard rock wall,
before descending on local trails to experience the rural life of
people in Hebei Province, and discovering true Chinese culture,
supported by local guides. Each night participants will be able to
camp in the wilds and enjoy eating freshly cooked food beneath
the stars. On the last day participants will have the opportunity to
discover the sights and sounds of Beijing, such as the Imperial
Palace amongst other breath taking sights.
Open to anyone over the age of 18, the trip has limited availability so it is
advisable to register early to avoid disappointment. Registration costs £299
and everyone is asked to raise a minimum sponsorship of £3,000. The trek aims to raise £120,000
for Marie Curie Cancer Care, with £180 paying for a nine hour shift for a Marie Curie nurse in a
patient’s home, or £435 for the cost of caring for in-patients at our Marie Curie Hospices.
For further information, call 01604 442313 or visit our website www.mariecurie.org.uk/fortune.

The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk
Welcome to the Apple Café update!
Despite the weather our Saturday regulars are now enjoying freshly cooked, sizzling bacon butties.
If you’ve not tried them yet then why not pop along on a Saturday morning to try them out and
relax with the weekend papers? If you have children, we always have children’s activities and toys
out to keep them occupied too.
For the big kids amongst you we’re pleased to be supporting Age UK’s ‘Big Knit’ this year. The
Big Knit is a joint campaign between Age UK and Innocent drinks to help vulnerable old people.
It’s simple and fun, and can be social if you want to bring your knitting to
the café! You knit the hats (patterns provided), Innocent drinks ‘wear’
them, and 25p of every drink sold goes to Age UK. Last year the
campaign raised over £115,000 for Age UK, and we’d like to call on all
Kennington knitters to help us contribute this year! Look out for the Big
Knit box, and let’s see how many we can make.
— The Apple Café Team
Apple Café, St Swithun’s Church Hall.
Thursdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm. Saturdays 10 am–12 noon.
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Get Walking Week
www.ramblers.org.uk/getwalkingweek
Get Walking Week is 4th–11th May
Spring into summer and enjoy an afternoon stroll on Tuesday 7 th May
at 2 pm
Meet at the Playing Field, Playfield Road, Kennington, Oxford.
Free parking is available in the car park adjacent to the field.
If you are managing a long-term health condition and want to enjoy a short stroll around the
Playing Field in Kennington please contact Rosemary on 01865 735419 or Pam on 01865 730209,
or just turn up on Tuesday 7th May at 2 pm. Please wear comfortable sturdy shoes, and dress for the
weather on the day.

Help protect the rural Vale
The Vale of the White Horse District Council published its draft Local Plan in February. It sets out
the District’s main development plans until 2026, including sites for thousands of new houses. The
Oxfordshire Branch of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) is urging people to have
their say and tell the Council how important it is to protect the rural character of the Vale’s
landscape and villages.
A new map of all the major development applications in the District over the last year can be seen
at http://j.mp/valeplanmap.
Like most local communities, CPRE supports the right development in the right place. But current
pressures mean that large-scale and unsustainable applications are getting through in some places.
CPRE is already working with the Small Villages Alliance and the Western Vale Villages
Consortium to keep a very close eye on things, but needs the support of local people—your support
—to remain vigilant and take action when necessary.
As a charity CPRE relies entirely on support from its members. Please help CPRE to protect the
character of the rural Vale by joining them or getting involved. Call on 01865 874780 or find out
more at www.cpreoxon.org.uk.
— Jane Tomlinson

The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
The Kennington & District Church Choirs will be giving their spring concert in Oxford on
Sunday 28th April at 2:30 pm in the Holywell Music Room. It will be An Afternoon of Grand
Opera. There will be excerpts from operas by Bizet, Borodin, Mozart, Purcell, Tchaikovsky, Verdi
and Wagner. The soloists will be Claire Barratt & Sue Whorton (Sopranos), Rebecca Martin
(Contralto), Jonathan Todd (Tenor) & Stephen Barratt (Baritone), with dancers from the Oxford
School of Dance. The accompanist will be Nia Williams and the conductor will be Trevor Cowlett.
Entrance is free but there will be a collection for Medic Assist International.
This year the choir celebrates its 40 th anniversary. This concert is part of the celebrations.
Come early for a good seat.
Further details are available from the Choirs’ website www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk—you can find
out all about us there.
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Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.
A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.
Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website. Go to On-line Archives at
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk.
Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website. Go to On-line Extras.
New since last notification: Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Finance, Planning, and Amenities);
Jambusters.
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
The Kennington Chronicle is a volunteer-run village magazine, distributed free to 1,800 Kennington
households every month except August.
ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the
10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee
in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.
Measurements
Per month
width×height

Size
⅛ page

Per year
(11 issues)

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts
CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

100×70 mm

£10

£60

¼ page 145×100 mm

£15

Currently full

½ page 205×140 mm

£25

Currently full

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to include the
name and contact details of the submitter.
Formats and other information: www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news
CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF
01865 429135 — editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.
Kennington Walks
Apple Café

Village Centre Car Park
St Swithun’s Church Hall

Regular events
Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Thursdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm & Saturdays 10 am–12 noon

April
Parish Council Planning
Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Office
Festival Group
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Kennington Women’s Institute
Parish Council Meeting
Kennington History Society: King Alfred
Ecumenical Home Fellowship (see page 4)
Short Service
Wed 17
Kennington Horticultural Society: Wild Bees
Kennington Cancer Fund: Shoe Sale
Sat 20
KOA Fifties Fandango (£15, bring your own bottle)
Tue
Wed
Sat
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thu
Mon
Tue

2
3
6
8
9
10
11
15
16

Sun

21 Service

Mon
Tue
Fri
Sun

22
23
26
28

Festival Group
Parish Council Planning
FOSS: Quiz & Curry Evening (book on 01865 438933)
United Choirs Grand Opera Spring Program (page 50)

Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Methodist Hall
3 Cranbrook Drive
Edith Court Lounge
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Village Centre
St Swithun’s School
Holywell Music Room

8 pm
2:15 pm
10–11 am
2–4 pm
10 am
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
7:45 pm
2:30 pm
10:30 am
7:30 pm
10 am–12 noon
7 for 7:30 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
2–4 pm
8 pm
7:30 for 8 pm
2:30 pm

Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Village Centre
Good Shepherd Church
Methodist Hall
Village Centre
Edith Court Lounge
St Swithun’s Church Hall
St Swithun’s School
Mon Choisy
Kirlena House
Village Centre
Methodist Hall

2:15 pm
10–11 am
2–4 pm
7:15 pm
7:30 pm
6:30 pm
10 am
8 pm
10:30 am
8 pm
12 noon–3 pm
3 pm
3:45 pm
12:30–4 pm
7:45 pm

May
Wed 1
Sat
4
Mon 6
Wed 8
Thu
9
Sun 12

Kennington Link WI
Parish Council Office
Festival Group
Kennington WI
Parish Council Meeting
KOA Service
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy
Tue 14
Parish Council Planning
Short Service
Wed 15
KOA Wildlife Photos of Uganda Plus
Sat 18 May Fair
Sun

19 Service
Festival Group Lunch
Kennington History Society

Mon 20

Are you an artist or photographer? Would you like to see your image on the cover of
the Kennington Chronicle? Contact the Editor (page 55)
55) if you have something to share!
Index of Contents: page 3.
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Useful contacts: page 2.

Magazine contacts: page 55.
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