
Helen Franklin will attempt to swim the English Channel in
mid-September in aid of Cancer Research and the M S Society.
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The Parish Church of St Swithun
www.stswithunskennington.org

The Priests
The Rev Pam McKellen 01235 554739

The Vicarage, Kennington Road, Radley, Abingdon, OX14 2JN

The Hon. Asst. Priests
The Rev Tony Johnson B.Sc. 01865 739751
The Rev Peter Stanway BD AKC 01865 739342

Churchwardens
Isabel Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950
Gerry Bowen-Thomas 22 Upper Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5LJ 01865 739356

Parochial Treasurer
Brian Baggott 1 Woodcroft, Kennington, Oxford OX1 5NH 01865 730950

Hall Bookings
Mary Dennett 01865 739979

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS
Children’s Church 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 5th Sundays 9:25 am

4th Sunday: All Age Service 11:00 am

Choir Mondays 6:30 pm

St Swithun’s Guild Mrs Barbara Boyne, 82 Upper Road
4th Wednesday in the month 2:30 pm

Day School (Voluntary Controlled, ages 3–11)
Head: Helen Atkinson, Grundy Crescent 01865 438933

CHURCH SERVICES
Every Sunday Parish Communion 9:30 am
4th Sunday All Age Service (with Baptism) 11:00 am

Evening Service 6:30 pm
Thursday Holy Communion 10:30 am

Holy Baptisms and Banns of Marriage By arrangement with the Priests

Useful Telephone Numbers

Kennington Health Centre.........................................................................................01865 730911
NHS Direct............................................www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk..................................................111
POLICE (24-hour non-emergency).......Area PC Adi Wright C9577.........................................101
Parish Clerk: Anne Feather....................kennington.pc@ntlworld.com.....................01865 421126
Village Hall Bookings...................................................................07831 661365 or 01865 730353
Good Neighbours Organiser......................................................................................01865 735634
Vale of the White Horse District Council (DC) (Main Switchboard)........................01235 520202
Vale of the White Horse DC (Out of hours)...............................................................01235 524886
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (Main switchboard)..........................................01865 792422
OCC Area Highways Department..............................................................................08453 101111
OCC Street Lighting (to report faults).........................................................................0800 317802
County Councillor: Bob Johnston.........bobtjohnston@gmail.com...........................01865 730209
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Yet again I have been challenged about people having preconceived ideas that sometimes get set
almost into stone! It is a challenge to keep a generous open mind that embraces new experiences
yet be clear and real about right and wrong, truth and untruth.

Some time ago I began to read a book that I didn’t get on with particularly well, so I left it alone
and mentally put onto a ‘don’t like’ list. However I recently had some holiday: a few days on the
south coast and time catching up with friends, with music, plays and exhibitions, time in the garden
and watching a film!

The film ‘Life of Pi’ bowled me over—or perhaps I should say won me over!

I  still  visualize  tigers,  storms,  flying  fish  and  meerkats.  It  might
sound silly  and a  bit  far  fetched,  but  it  had some thoughtful  and
sometimes profound moments. Pi, a young Indian boy, and Richard
Parker, a man-eating tiger, ended up on a boat together when the ship
they had been travelling on was wrecked. There are some beautiful
and often amusing observations of how Pi creatively worked out how
to survive—and the affection that grew as man and tiger co-existed.

For  me,  some  interesting  thoughts  and  challenges  emerged  as  I
reflected on it all.

Pi had grown up in a multi faith context, yet he had a sense of God who loved him and took care of
him. He was not an overly pious or unreal person but he had a real sense of His good loving God,
the father of Jesus Christ, who was with him in all circumstances. He recognized the sacrifice of
Jesus and followed him. At one stage he said, “God I give myself to you—I am your vessel—do
what you want with me…” And so he lived with a certain sense of security as he moved on in a life
full of challenges.

Pi’s father was killed as a result of the shipwreck; Richard Parker eventually disappeared into the
jungle and was never seen again.  Later,  Pi talks with his  friend about  the sadness of loss and
partings: such a real experience for so many of us. Perhaps we need to think a little about how we
learn to express appreciation and thanks and love, a bit more openly and frequently… before we
suffer the loss… and then have regrets?

Pi never gave up. The challenges he faced were immense but he hung in and came through. The
Bible tells us about David the King and his words to Solomon his son as David was about to die,
leaving Solomon some  huge responsibilities  to  deal  with!  David  said  to  him,  “… be of  good
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courage for the Lord your God will not fail or forsake you until all the work is done.” Solomon and
Pi encountered great challenges and so do we. So let us press on too.

Finally… I was challenged about the discoveries I made when I saw the film of  the book I had
disliked and about which I had become prejudiced. It made me think about how we tend to form
ideas  about  people  and  situations  and  stick  with  them,  sometimes  being  very  self  righteous,
sometimes entirely wrong! How many times do we hear the comments, “I don’t like that person”,
“It’s wrong to do that”, “So and so’s hopeless about…” or even, “He hurt me 20 years ago and I’ve
never forgotten it”? We too are weak and silly at times! But how often we do not look at others
generously, or recognise God generously. How often do we hear or sense people who think that
God is no good or not worth bothering about… or the church… or… or… It is so easy to condemn
rather than to engage or seek with integrity.

But for us, perhaps our prayer should be for open generous minds that can recognise the goodness
of God and the good things in life and the gifts and goodness of other people—and not make rash
and final judgements too quickly! We might find that we are in a happier place!

— Pam McKellen, Vicar of Kennington, Radley and Sunningwell

Services in September

Sun 1st 9:30 am Parish Communion with music group
6:30 pm Refresh

Sun 8th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 15th 9:30 am Messy Church
9:30 am Morning Prayer in

Church Hall
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 22nd 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Sun 29th 9:30 am Parish Communion
6:30 pm Compline

Every Thursday: Short Communion Service at 10:30 am.

On the third Sunday of each month we will be having a Messy Church at St Swithun’s. Messy
Church, fun for the whole family, is church with craft activities that help people encounter Jesus as
Lord and Saviour. Adults and children of all ages enjoy it. We use hands-on activities to explore
Bible stories, to reflect a God of creativity. As well as doing things together, we eat breakfast and
have a short time of worship. It starts at 9:30 am and usually finishes by about 11. If you want to
know more,  come along and sample it!  You would be very welcome. Messy Church began in
Portsmouth in 2004 and since then thousands of other churches throughout the world have enjoyed
it. Its fun!

Children’s Church starts at 9:25 am in the Church Hall. All are welcome. It runs alongside our
Sunday morning services (except when there is a Messy Church).

Craft Mornings: Next craft morning will be on Saturday 14th. For children aged 4–11, 10 am–
12 noon.

The Church is open during the day. Please come in to spend a little time in quiet if you would like
to. We do not keep valuables in the church.
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Kennington Methodist Church
Upper Road (adjacent to Edith Court)

‘We exist to worship God and spread God’s love in our local community’

Minister:
The Rev Rosemary Davies Telephone:
9 Ramsay Road 01865 763676
Headington
Oxford Email:
OX3 8AX minister@limewalk.org.uk

You are most welcome to attend the worship and activities listed below.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORSHIP takes place in our Church at 10:30 am each Sunday unless specified otherwise. Our
services are led by Ministers and Local Preachers from the Oxford Methodist Circuit and we invite
you to join us.

SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER

1st 10:30 am We welcome Andrew Maisey from the Witney & Faringdon Circuit to lead our
worship today.

8th 10:30 am Racial  Justice  Sunday: We  welcome  the  Rev  Charlotte  Bannister-Parker
from the University Church of St Mary the Virgin in the High Street, Oxford.
Charlotte  is  the  Chair  of  the  Children’s  Radio  Foundation,  which  is  the
Kennington Overseas Aid Project for 2013.

15th 10:30 am Our Morning Service is led by the Rev Leslie Marsh, one of our Supernumerary
Ministers. He will lead our monthly service of Holy Communion.

6:30 pm Circuit Service at Watlington Methodist Church.

22nd 10:30 am We welcome Heidi Cottrell from Abingdon to lead our morning worship.

6:30 pm We  are  invited  to  join  our  friends  from  the  Good  Shepherd  Church  and  St
Swithun’s Church for a service of Evening Prayer led by Father Paul King.

29th 10:30 am Café Church: An informal style of worship led by the  Rev Rosemary Davies
and Andrew Dunsdon.

MONTHLY WORSHIP & GROUPS

Mid-week worship in Edith Court Lounge will be held on the second   Wednesday   this month  
ONLY. We extend a warm invitation to come on Wednesday 11th September at 10:30 am for 30
minutes of informal worship. All are welcome.

Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship. Our meeting resume on Tuesday 10th September at 2:30 pm
when  we’ll  be  looking  at  some  of  the  parables  of  Jesus.  Further  details  about  the  group  are
available from Dilys Cale on 01865 739774.

MN8 (Monday Nights at 8 pm): This group meets on the first Monday of the month at 8 pm for a
time of lively, informal Bible-based discussion as we try to apply our faith to a wide range of
contemporary issues and situations. Our next meeting takes place on Monday 2nd September at the
Methodist Church. Further details from Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.
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Come along and join the services held on Sunday 15th September.
3:00 pm Mon Choisy Elderly Persons Home
3:45 pm Kirlena House

The residents and staff would be pleased to see you.

Coffee  Morning—Tuesday  10th in  the Methodist  Church from 10 am.  Bring & Buy Stalls
available. Enjoy a cuppa with old friends and new! The July Coffee Morning raised £76.05.

HIRING A ROOM AT THE CHURCH:  If you are interested in hiring a room for a party or
private function, please contact Trevor Cowlett on 01865 735885. Please be aware that no smoking,
gambling  or  alcohol  is  permitted  on  Methodist  premises  and  that  currently  the  Church  is  not
available for bookings on a Saturday.

The Good Shepherd Church

BAGLEY WOOD ROAD

Priest-in-Charge: Father Paul King
60 Abingdon Road
Grandpont
Oxford
OX1 4PE
Telephone and fax 01865 247986 or 01865 437066
Email: paulking@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

nhinksey@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

The Good Shepherd is part of the Hinksey Catholic Parish.

Masses in the Parish are as follows:

Saturday 6:30 pm (Vigil Mass) – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 9:15 am – Our Lady of the Rosary, Yarnells Hill, Botley

Sunday 11:15 am – Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford

Monday 6:30 pm – The Good Shepherd, Kennington

Churches Together in Kennington

After  the Summer break,  many of  our  activities  and group meetings
start up again.

The ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship group, which meets in the homes
of various Church members, will begin on Tuesday 10 th September at 2:30 pm at 45 Cranbrook
Drive. The format of the afternoon is that we normally begin with a short time of Bible study, then
we pray for local and world concerns, and finish with a lovely cuppa prepared by the host!

This month we begin a series looking at some of the parables  that Jesus told and that connect so
much with daily life. If you would like more details about the group or feel you would like to host
one of these meetings, please contact Mrs Dilys Cale on 01865 739774.

The  Churches  Together  Committee  next  meets  on  Thursday  12th September  at  8 pm  at  the
Methodist Church, Upper Road. If you have any items you would like the Churches in this village
to discuss, please contact Mr Andrew Dunsdon on 01865 453899.

— Rev Rosemary Davies
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Greenbrook’s grass verges: long or short?
The article written by St Swithun’s school children about their environmentally-friendly village,
‘Greenbrook’, in  the April edition of this magazine was inspirational. They asked for a response
from Kennington.

Do we want our grass verges to help contribute to wildlife and reduce our carbon footprint, or do
we want  them ‘neat  and tidy’?  Maybe there  is  an  in  between stage.  I  am led  to  believe  that
strimming the verges once in February, and then again at the end of summer may be an option.
Many butterflies have their caterpillar stages in long grass.

However,  I  am no expert.  So  here  is  one  Kennington resident,  responding to  the  residents  of
Greenbrook. Can you help by researching this issue? What are the financial and carbon costs of
managing  our  verges  in  a  different  way?  Are  any  other  villages  doing  this?  Then  maybe  the
residents of Kennington could be surveyed with your analysis, and asked what they would prefer.

— Rosey Hollinrake, 01865 327969

Helen’s Channel Challenge
My swim across The Channel is now only a couple of weeks away and I am
looking forward to it.

My training has been going from strength to strength and I have completed
my six-hour qualifying swim. The temperature of the sea has risen to almost
16°C so I can spend longer in it. I have been travelling to Dover every other
weekend to swim for 7 hours on Saturday and 6 hours on Sunday. Between
my excursions  to  Dover  I  have  been  swimming  in  Mudeford and  Lake
Windermere for swims of 4 or 5 hours. I still anticipate that the swim will
take me approximately 18–20 hours but am mentally prepared for longer.
My previous fear of being stung by jelly fish has diminished as I have now
experienced stings to my arms, legs and face
during  training  and  I  know  I  can  still  keep

going. As I write this, some of my fellow Channel aspirants have been
successful in their swim to France this year and others have not. All I
can do is keep up with the training and maintain a positive mental
attitude.

Many thanks to all of you who have kindly sponsored me. I set a huge
target of raising £10,000 each for Cancer Research UK and the MS
Society, and I am approaching the halfway point in my fund-raising
efforts.  I  could  not  do this  without  your  support  and sincerely  appreciate  every  pound that  is
donated. I have met all costs for the swim myself, so if you would like to sponsor me, please do so
online at www.justgiving.com/teams/helenschannelchallenge, or drop in a cheque made payable to
either MS Society or Cancer Research UK, to Helen Franklin, ℅ Brian Baggott at 1 Woodcroft.

With many thanks.
— Helen Franklin

Macmillan Cancer Support
All proceeds from the Methodist Coffee Morning in September this year will be
donated  to  Macmillan  Cancer Support.  Please  come  and  join  us  to  help  this
worthy cause.

Raffle — Cakes — Bring & Buy — Refreshments

Methodist Church Upper Road, Tuesday 10th September, 10:00 am onwards
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Bandwaves Concert

KOA presents our
Fabulous New

Bandwaves Concert

Kennington Village Centre, Saturday 21st September

At 7 pm, Kennington’s own Radio Reporter, Naiha Masih, will interview
Colin Greenwood of Radiohead

who will open the concert on behalf of the Children’s Radio Foundation

Musical entertainment with
Rebecca Allison, Nia Williams and Charity Opera, Music Mayhem and Kennington Band

£8 entry ticket includes free drink and finger buffet

Bring-and-share food for the buffet much appreciated

Tickets from Sylvia Vetta on sylviavetta@gmail.com or 07809 054969

Garden Competition
Kennington Parish Council

The Annual Garden Competition took place on Saturday 22nd June. The winners were as follows.

The ‘Geoffrey Blackman Cup’ for best front garden

1st Janet & Alistair Erskine of 31 Colley Wood

2nd Peggy & Brian Howe of 89 Bagley Close

3rd Jill Bond of 70 Meadow View

Best Hanging Basket

Won by Lynn & John Lydon of 51 Bagley Close

Best Business Premises

Won by Edith Court

This year we again used last year’s method of selecting the finalists by using local people to carry
out the preliminary judging on the Friday night. We feel this was again a great success and we will
repeat the format next year.

The Judges and the Parish Council congratulate all the people of the parish who have taken the time
to work on their gardens, making our village a pleasant place to live.

Well Done!

If you would like a full result sheet, please ring or email me and I will send you a copy.

— Peter Biggs, 01865 730353,  peterrbiggs@virginmedia.com
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Life’s questions
“What…?” “How…?” “When…?” “Where…?” “Why…?”

A five-part DVD-based series looking at some of those question.

Headway, Bagley Wood Road, fortnightly on Thursday evenings from 8 ’til 9.

Starts Thursday 26th September.

*** Look out for the posters with more details. ***

Kennington Overseas Aid
THANK YOU KENNINGTON!

At the time of writing the KOA Shop is still open but the takings in the first two
weeks have beaten the records. Thank you to all of you who donated goods,
came and shopped. We have been given a wonderful quantity of excellent items
this year. A big thank you also to the very many volunteers who have helped us
run the shop, which would be impossible without you all. We will give you the
final result in the October issue.

Final fund-raising event for the year: KOA taking to the airwaves?

Charlotte Bannister Parker of The Children’s Radio Foundation  (CRF) arranged for some pupils
from  Matthew  Arnold  School  to  receive  training  in  radio  reporting  at  Brunel  University.
Kennington student  Naiha Masih was one of them, and she will demonstrate her new skills on
Saturday 21st September.

Colin  Greenwood  of  Radiohead is  Global  Ambassador  for  CRF  and  has  agreed  to  come  to
Kennington to open KOA’s final event of the year, our Bandwaves Concert.  Naiha will interview
him before the audience and it will be recorded for use on CRF networks.

BANDWAVES is a new event so we hope it has your support. (See page 10.)

Rebecca Martin,  Nia Williams and the fabulous Charity Opera will join our delightful children’s
choir, Music Mayhem, and the Kennington Band to entertain, both separately and together. There
will  be an extended interval for a ‘bring and share’ finger buffet  with wine and non−alcoholic
drinks included in the price of £8.

Do book your tickets now with Sylvia Vetta: sylviavetta@gmail.com or 07809 054969.

The AGM, when the final total raised for the Children's Radio Foundation will be announced, will
be on Wednesday 6th November at 8 pm in St Swithun’s Church Hall.

www.koa.org.uk Joint Chairs:
Sylvia Vetta (739071) Marilyn Farr (326519) Halcyon Leonard (452783)

Winter Warming Lunch
Kennington Women’s Institute invites you to our

Annual Winter Warming Lunch

Methodist Church Hall, Upper Road, Kennington
Monday 14th October, 12 noon–1:30 pm

Home-made Soup, Rolls, Desserts — Tea or Coffee

Cost: £4.50—pay at the door

Sales Table; Raffle; and more!

ALL VERY WELCOME
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The Apple Café
www.applecafe.co.uk

Apple Café—Kennington’s very own community café—will open its doors again on Thursday 5th

September!

We’re looking forward to welcoming you back after the summer break, and here’s just a sneak
preview of some of the events we have coming up this Autumn to accompany your tea, coffee,
cake, or bacon butty!

For  the  smaller  members  of  our  community  we  have  a  Kennington  Playgroup  craft  session
(Saturday 21st September), a half-term recycling bonanza (Thursday 31st October), and Children’s
Christmas Carols (Saturday 14th December).

For those still young at heart we’ll be visited by the History Society (Saturday 7th September), and
the fantastic Phoenix Cards lady Becky Bowers (Saturday 14th September), plus we’re hosting a
drop-in session on Life Writing and eagerly anticipating a visit from a local Masseuse! To keep up
to date with forthcoming events please visit our website www.applecafe.co.uk.

Having celebrated our first birthday this year we also  say a big ‘thank you’ to all our volunteers
who keep the café running.  Without them, Kennington would be a much quieter community. If
you’ve recently enjoyed your visit to the café, or have a few hours to spare, we’d love to hear from
you. The more volunteers we have the more successful the café can be. Volunteer tasks can range
from helping in the café itself to assisting with behind-the-scenes activities—if you have the time
we’ll have a task for you!

If you can help please get in touch on 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk, or speak to Jane Hull
or Martin or Helen Morse.

Please note Saturday opening times have changed to 10:30 am–12:30 pm.

— The Apple Café Team, 01865 326641, info@applecafe.co.uk

Apple Café, St Swithun’s Church Hall. Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm.

Round Closed Goal

Anyone visiting the playing field at  Playfield Road will now find  something new almost in the
corner next to the Memorial Field. This is a Round Closed Goal. It is essentially a beefed up kick
wall  of which some of you will  have heard.  It can be used to kick or throw balls  against,  for
knocking up with tennis balls, and much more. There is also a netball type ring for lobbing balls
through. It is already being used, and elsewhere has proved extremely popular. We
hope that it will lead to fewer balls being kicked over the hedge, with less need to
retrieve them. It has not done the hedge much good in recent times.

The funds have been raised by the Kennington Playing Field Association over the
last two years. The project has cost just over £6,500 and was largely paid for by a
grant from WREN, which derives funds through a levy on landfill taxes. The grant
was  £6,000,  topped  up  by  a  grant  from Kennington  Parish  Council.  The  Vale
awarded the £700 administration fee necessary to unlock the WREN grant. We are grateful to all
the funders. We are also grateful to all the clubs and individuals who signed petitions and letters
and demonstrated the necessary level of public support for the project. Finally we are grateful to the
Kennington Chronicle for helping in the original consultation process by publicising the project.

— Cllr Bob Johnston, Secretary Kennington Playing Fields Association
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Kennington Cancer Fund
We thank all who supported our Summer Event, especially our helpers. The gamble we took in
changing to  the  Village Centre  paid  off,  with  everything on hand making life  easier  for  those
helping.

The amount raised was £1,150.00, only slightly down on last year.

On Saturday 14th & Sunday 15th September, we shall be selling tea, coffee, cakes and more in
County Hall Oxford at the Open Doors weekend. Please do come and see us if you are in Oxford
on those days.

— Pearl Livett

Kennington Horticultural Society
Newsletter: September www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk

Forthcoming Events

Saturday 7th September. Doors open at 2:15 pm. Village Centre.

Annual Show of Flowers Fruit & Vegetables.

Also… handicraft, cookery, photography and children’s classes.

Admission 50p. Children under 16 free.

Do come along to this very interesting and sociable afternoon.

Sunday 29th September: Malvern Autumn Show

The Malvern Autumn Show remains a favourite destination with members, and this will be our first
visit for a few years. Demand for places has been high with a few seats remaining. Places can be
booked with the treasurer on 01865 730961. The combined cost of coach and admission is £28. A
deposit of £14 is required at the time of booking with the balance payable on the day. Those who
have booked places are requested to pay their deposit as soon as possible.

The coach will depart Manor Grove at 8:00 am calling at bus stops through the village.

Looking ahead…

Wednesday 23rd October, 7:30 pm: Village Centre

Rod  D’Ayala kicks  off  our  autumn  and  winter  season  of  talks  with  an  illustrated  talk  on
‘Amphibians’. Admission £2 for members and £3 non-members. Complimentary refreshments.

Kennington Women’s Institute

We will  have been to Aston Pottery for our summer outing by the time this is
published, so hopefully an afternoon tea and retail therapy will have been enjoyed.

Some dates for your diary

Due to unforeseen circumstances, Julie Summers, our speaker for September, is unable to come, but
we will be arranging for her to visit at a later date. However, we will be very pleased to welcome
Liz  Woolley, who will talk to us about “Children's Experiences during WWII in Oxfordshire” at
7:15 pm on Wednesday 11th September in the Village Centre. New members welcome.

We would be delighted for anyone to join us at our ‘Winter Warming Lunch’ on Monday 14th

October from 12 noon–1:30 pm in the Methodist Church Hall. There will be homemade soup with
bread, desserts, tea and coffee, and a sales table and raffle, along with some good conversation.
Tickets are £4.50 and can be bought at the door on the day.

17

http://www.kenningtonhortsoc.org.uk/


Kennington Youth Club
Good news aplenty this month. On Monday  16th September the  Youth  Club
will  recommence with  Tabatha  Welham as  our  new leader.  Tabatha  lives
locally, and as some will know who have met and worked with her, she has
been active in Kennington in other ways before joining us. We feel fortunate
to be able to draw on her experience and enthusiasm as she leads us in continuing to make opening
times at the Youth Club a fun place to be.

Good news doesn't stop there. There will be an added attraction provided by our recently-installed
Broadband IT hub, which will enable a second opening each week as an Internet Kafé. We are
grateful  to  Oxfordshire  County  Council's  Positive  Activities  Fund,  our  own Parish  Council,  a
substantial anonymous donation in providing much of the funding for this  and of course to our
young members,  who successfully bid for the funding of this their  own project.  So at  last  our
former  café can reopen as soon as possible, as our Internet Kafé running from 3:45 till 5 pm on
Thursdays, which Tabitha will also lead. More news of when next month. The Kafé will provide an
opportunity for homework and supervised leisure usage with the usual Table Tennis,  Pool,  Air
Hockey, and Table Football available too.

Membership forms will require completing by both new and existing members. If you are new to
the village or have thought of joining, now is your chance. On Mondays, for school years 6 to 8
the time is 6:30 till 8 pm, and from year 9 upwards 7:30 till 9 pm. On Thursdays the time is the
same for everyone.

Help so generously given by the Kennington Community is vital to our existence enabling us to
spend more on our young members.  We really appreciate and thank those who help in so many
ways. Particularly over the summer we have cause to be indebted to Phil Westell, who installed the
huge amount of IT cabling, and Mark Horseman who commissioned the IT hub. Dave Wild too
who is trying so willingly to cure the roof leaks caused by inconsiderate youth trespassing on and
breaking roof tiles. Our club night volunteers deserve special thanks.

If you enjoy  volunteering your  help with young people, we are seeking to expand our rota, and
whatever your age we would welcome you as one of our club afternoon or evening volunteers.
Experience is not required and in this well-run club it is a satisfying experience. Please get in touch
with  either  Pam  Johnston  our  Secretary  on  01865 730209  or  Roy  King,  Chairman,  on
01865 735864 to volunteer or to ask any questions you may have.

— Kennington Youth Club Management Committee

Personal Notices
The Kennington Chronicle accepts notices for births, weddings, thank-you’s and bereavements. Please 
keep notices short as they may be edited if too long. (Submissions to the Editor page 43).

David Noel

Due to ill health David Noel has decided to retire early and thanks all his customers for their loyalty
and support over the past 41 years of trading as D A Noel & Company in Kennington. He also
thanks all those who have sent such kind messages and cards.

— Doreen Noel

Race for Life

Thank you to all my friends in Kennington who supported me in the Race for Life on 14 th July. I
raised £500 for Cancer Research UK.

— Sue Willbery
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A4183 Oxford Road, Bagley Wood—update

To date:
22 Dec 2012 Road closed
29 Dec 2012 Embankment slippage
Feb–Mar 2013 Ground investigation
21 Apr 2013 Report submitted
May–Jul 2013 Design & procurement fast-tracked
26 Jul 2013 Works begun

Planned:
Dec 2013 Projected re-opening of road (but see notes below)

The dates  above show that  the  A4183 has  been fast-tracked as  urgent.  There  is  a  tremendous
amount of work to do, including not only rebuilding the embankment and the road, but also adding
measures  to  prevent  recurrence.  Services  need to be reconnected,  and all  works  need to  avoid
disturbing the existing Internet and telephone lines, which service much of South Oxfordshire.

The road is due to reopen in December, but if an unexpected problem such as new flooding occurs,
it could delay reopening until Spring 2014.

For  safety  reasons,  the  hotel  area  is  constantly  monitored  by  automated  sensors,  although the
Council does not expect a problem.

Updates including bus changes are available on-line: http://j.mp/a4183-update
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The Kennington & District United Church Choirs
www.kenningtonchoir.org.uk

AMAZING: The Kennington& District United Church Choirs’ two performances of The Merry
Widow by Franz Lehar on Friday 5th & Saturday 5th & 6th July in the Methodist Church raised
the incredible total of £12,553.52 for the Kennington Overseas Aid Project for Children’s Radio
Foundation.  An anonymous  gift  of  £9,000  helped  us  on  our  way,  but  nonetheless  it  was  an
amazing achievement.

We had two remarkable evenings with the audience joining in some of the well-known waltz tunes,
and  the  pièce  de  résistance was  of  course  the  Can-Can,  which  brought  the  house  down and
demanded an encore. To everyone who came and gave or helped in any way we say a very big
“Thank You”. Our concerts in Witney and Marston raised a further £600 for Christian Aid and £350
for Oxsrad funds.

Rehearsals start again on  Friday  13th September at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church Hall in
Upper Road. We shall be preparing Princess Ida by Gilbert & Sullivan for concerts in December
and Handel’s Messiah for a performance in the Holywell Music Room on Sunday 3rd November at
2:30 pm. We invite everyone who enjoys singing to come along and sing with us. There are no
subscriptions and no auditions. Library copies will be available. You will be made most welcome.

The Friends of Kennington Library
For all the latest information visit our web site: www.friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk

Our coffee mornings are free and open to anyone. Coffee and tea served from 10:30 am, and we
welcome our speaker at 11 am. Mary Cavanagh has put together an exciting programme beginning
with:

Ian Johnstone,   Wednesday   4  th   September,   10:30     am  

‘The Bell Between Worlds’ is Ian’s celebrated first book and the first in The Mirror
Chronicles trilogy. His publisher, Harper Collins, has likened Ian’s storytelling to
that of Philip  Pullman and C S Lewis. His core audience is children and young
adults, but this book is termed crossover fiction because it offers a splendid read to
those who are seeking fantastical escape and adventure.

If you haven’t come before? You will be warmly welcomed!

Our Autumn Gala event

If  you  want  your  library  to  thrive  as  a  so  called  ‘community’ library,  it  is
important to support its two Gala Evenings. The good news is that they are great
fun and good value,  and the funds raised will  be our means of  keeping  your
library open.

Italian Gala Night, Saturday 5th October, 7 pm in the Village Centre.

Former Kennington resident,  Simonetta Agnello Hornby, is one of Italy’s best-
selling novelists. Simonetta’s novels have sold 4 million worldwide! Three of her
books have been published in English. The meal will include some of Simonetta’s
Sicilian recipes from her childhood in a 4th Century manor house near Agrigento.

Those who have been before know that not only are our Gala Evenings entertaining but  also  the
food is great for just £13! You can reserve a group table if you wish.

Reserve your ticket now! Ring Helen on 07809 054969 or email helen.forey@btinternet.com.

Chairman: Sylvia Vetta — 07809 054969 Secretary: Helen Hurrell
chairman@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk secretary@friendsofkenningtonlibrary.org.uk
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Wildlife and traditional gardening
A series from Stuart Mabbutt, Wildlife Gardening Specialist, 01865 747243

Plant a Poppy Commemoration of the Outbreak of WWI and Beyond

On hearing about the Royal British Legion’s 2014 Real Poppy Campaign to commemorate the
outbreak of the First World War, which could see the British countryside turn itself back to how it
looked back in 1914, I felt that if many people were to engage with this, social benefits would far
exceed the British Legion’s aims.

To commemorate WWI, the Royal British Legion is distributing poppy seeds to the public to scatter
in various places, e.g. hedgerows, traffic roundabouts, empty back garden borders and planters (but
not somewhere mown regularly). This time next year when they all flower, we will see a display of
poppies in remembrance of all that happened during the Great War. We could make this a global
movement! This not only benefits the countryside but also, if communities get involved, could be
the trigger that ignites a lifelong interest in nature for children.

Poppies are a poignant reminder of The Great War, as the battlefields after the war were colonised
soon after with poppies. Poppy seeds need to be on the surface of bare soil to germinate, not where
vegetation is already growing. Plough almost any area of the countryside, leave the area bare, and
poppies will grow. This is much the same as what happened after the end of WWI or what happens
when areas are disturbed by road works, etc.

I must warn, though, that care needs to be taken in this project. Although I am not aware of poppies
being on any list  of prescribed weeds  such as  Ragwort and Creeping Thistle,  this needs doing
methodically.  Some areas  may contain rare  species in  themselves,  which need protecting from
unfocused  acts  of  seed  sowing.  However,  many  areas  would  benefit  from an  increased  plant
diversity, improving food chains. It’s the balance we strive for. To do nothing won’t  always help
that balance.

Many of our wild-flower meadows have disappeared, so there is room for redressing that without
causing an imbalance.  If,  for  example,  practices  in  agriculture changed,  poppies  would spread
again. That would probably be accepted, so giving a properly-managed helping hand isn’t much of
an issue in my view, especially as much of our soil contains poppy seeds anyway.

We must avoid spreading the seed near Sites of Special Scientific Interest. To avoid farmers having
to spray more herbicides, do not sow near farmland.

Perhaps the problem on farmland is as follows. In the old days crops were harvested in late August
and September. By this time, the  poppy seeds had burst out of their pods and were lying on the
ground so they would not get mixed in with the crop seed. Nowadays, crops are harvested much
earlier, and before the  poppy seeds have dispersed, so the crop seed gets mixed with the  poppy
seed. This apparently is not a good thing.

I am promoting this idea in my wildlife gardening tutorials, lectures, articles, and my independent
wildlife radio. I’m happy to assist with anyone who wants to get involved.

It is my belief that we should start  to build on the  British Legion’s idea yearly until we get our
poppies back. People need to be aware that the bare soil they are sowing needs to be disturbed each
year and not compacted, otherwise the seed won’t germinate. How can this fail if we all do our bit?

If this works, we can all in some small part experience the countryside as our past generations did,
while bringing communities together with grandparents working alongside children. This time next
year, when they flower, we would all be looking at  poppies in remembrance of those who fell
during the 1914–1918 War.
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Kennington Community Library Newsletter
Dear Kennington Library Readers

I hope you have had a good summer and enjoyed the lovely weather. We have
had a busy summer at the library with the children’s Summer Reading Challenge—the theme this
year was ‘Creepy House’. We launched the read in July with a party and have had several craft
events  throughout  the  summer,  during  which  we  made  flapping  bats,  stick  mummies,  creepy
crawlies and snake pencil toppers, all of which we were able to run thanks to the support of the
Friends of Kennington Library.

The Summer Read finishes on Saturday 14th September, so there is still time to finish or even join
and give it a go! Make sure to finish the challenge to collect all your prizes and get your invitation
to the Summer Reading Challenge party, which takes place on Saturday 21st September. We will
be joined by special guest, St Swithun’s headmistress, Helen Atkinson.

There is plenty going on at the library throughout the autumn, so please do come and join us. The
Friends of Kennington Library Coffee Morning returns on Wednesday 4th September with guest
Ian Johnstone, author of The Bell Between Worlds. Pop into the library to see the programme of
events for coffee mornings for the rest of the year, covering a variety of topics, both fiction and
non-fiction. There is also another gala night coming up, this one with an Italian theme in honour of
our guest, Simonetta Agnello Hornby, on Saturday 5th October.

September also sees the return of Rhymetime. Children under 5 and their parents are invited to join
us  on  Wednesday  18th at  10:45–11:15 am.  Refreshments  kindly  provided  by  the  Friends  of
Kennington Library.

Finally  I  am  pleased  to  inform  you  that,  after  being  out  of  action  for  most  of  the  summer,
Dominique will be returning to library duties this month, so please do drop in and say ‘Hello’ to
her! She is looking forward to seeing everyone.

Dominique, Priscilla and I all hope that you have been able to make the most of the good weather,
reading in the garden (or shade!), and we are looking forward to seeing you all in the library soon.

— Kirsty Shearer, Library Assistant, 01865 730763, kennington.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk

Kennington Strollers change of location
Pam Johnston and Rosemary Aldgate have been leading short health walks for people managing
long term health conditions around the Playing Field, Playfield Road, over the summer months
(May continuing to end of September).

In October we will still offer short walks at 2 pm on Tuesdays but will change the starting point
of the walk to the Play area, next to the Village Centre car park. We hope that those who have
enjoyed the summer walks will continue in October and that  the new starting point  will be more
convenient for new walkers to join us.

The emphasis will still be on a short walk lasting about half an hour followed by refreshments at
the Tandem pub. We will start at a gentle pace and gradually increase pace and distance if people
are able to.

Our thanks go to Linda and John Pollock, who have regularly supported our summer health walks
as helpers. We look forward to welcoming new walkers who might be recovering from illness or
managing a long term health problem during October. Please note if the rain is especially heavy on
Tuesdays at 2 pm we understand that you may not want to go for a walk—but let’s hope the good
weather continues!

For more information contact Rosemary 01865 735419 or Pam 01865 730209, or see the website
www.walkingforhealth.org.uk; use Kennington Strollers’ post code OX1 5RS in the walk finder.
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Parish Council Matters
September newsletter. Minutes available on-line—see page 34.

The Parish Council replaced defaced panels on the bus shelter opposite Sandford Lane and hopes
not to need any more replacements. If you do see more defacing, please let a councillor know.

The flower baskets throughout the village are looking lovely. Thanks go to those watering them as
they have needed a great deal of water during this very hot and dry spell.

Traffic lights at the beginning of Kennington Road have gone. Thames Water with its partners is
hoping to complete the scheme by the end of August.

Parish Councillors met with County and District Councillors and the Chief Executive of Vale of
White Horse District Council to enquire what plans are in place to minimize the accumulation of
rubbish outside Red Bridge Hollow. The Council is assured that the rubbish will be cleared. A 3m
fence is to be erected along the back of Red Bridge Hollow stopping anyone gaining access onto
the field beyond to dump rubbish.  It  is hoped this  will  be up by the end of August. A further
meeting will take place if no progress is made by end of September.

Sustrans has been contacted to request that maintenance work  be carried out all along the cycle
track and pathway both to the north and south of the Tandem Bridge.

You might have noticed that the trees in Playfield Road playing field have had some maintenance
work, with some having to be felled and others cut back, keeping the field safe for public use. A
survey is being carried out of the line of leylandii at the top of Forest Side playing field to ascertain
the safety of these trees and what work is necessary for the Parish Council to carry out. You will be
kept up to date with the Survey outcome.

From next year, the small amenity plot in Colley Wood, which is owned by Pye Homes, will not be
maintained by the Parish Council.  Pye Homes has stated that its “intention is not to maintain this
land area to the standard of a landscaped area, but to leave it with minimal disturbance to flora and
fauna.” Pye “will visit the site each year and carry out land maintenance works as deemed required
at that time.” The Parish Council has forwarded an invoice for work carried out on this land already
this year to  Pye Homes, but  it stated, “It is not our Company Policy to pay for any maintenance
work carried out by others,” and returned our invoice.  If  residents have any complaints please
contact Pye Homes direct on 01865 373903.

Oxfordshire Waste Partnership has been launching some campaigns over the summer.  It was too
late to inform you of the first two, however the final campaign promotes the national Love Food
Hate Waste campaign and is giving away free leftover recipe books and providing information to
help residents waste less food. See www.lovefoodhatewaste.com for more details.

Finally, the Council has been reliably informed that the embankment reconstruction works on the
Oxford Road should be completed and the road reopened after Christmas this year.

— Anne Feather, Clerk to the Council, 01865 421126, kennington.pc@ntlworld.com,
20 Kennington Road, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NZ
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Dates of Council Meetings: September

All meetings are normally held in the Village Centre and are open to you all.

Saturday Office Parish Council Meeting Planning Committee Meeting
Saturday 7th, 10–11 am Thursday 12th, 7:30 pm Tuesday 17th, 8 pm

Planning applications are considered by the Parish Council at the next meeting following receipt of
the  plan  as  it  has  only  21  days to  send  in  its  comments.  Therefore  please  contact the  Clerk
immediately you  receive  notification  to  ensure  the  Parish  Council  members  are  aware  of  any
neighbour  objections.  Plans  can  be  viewed  by  arrangement  with  the  Clerk  or  online  at
www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk.

mailto:kennington.pc@ntlworld.com
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Churches Together Afternoon Fellowship

The next meeting will be on Tuesday 10th September at 2:30 pm at 45 Cranbrook Drive.

All are welcome to this friendly meeting.

Kennington Link WI
July Meeting

In July our speaker, Judy Gibbons, talked about the donkey sanctuary at Brightwell
cum Sotwell. Twelve years ago a local farmer owned one donkey and a wooden shed
—this was the humble beginnings of a sanctuary that now looks after 110 donkeys, 2
sheep and 3 goats. As the number of donkeys increased the shed had to be renewed and
has now been replaced with large substantial buildings to house all the animals.

We heard that £9,000 is needed each month to keep the sanctuary going, however as all staff earn
only the minimum wage no money is ever spent on high salaries. Volunteers work hard to raise
sufficient  funds for  the sanctuary but  are  rewarded by a  great  sense of achievement  when the
donkeys are involved in seasonal church services, some even participating at Gloucester Cathedral.

The donkey sanctuary is open to visitors every day, 11 am–4 pm, except on Christmas Day.

Business matters from the July meeting included an invitation from the evening WI to a Rag Rug
Workshop on Tuesday 29th October. Mollie and Eric Clarke were congratulated on their recent 65th

Wedding Anniversary. The President read out a comprehensive and very interesting report on the
latest AGM with speakers Griff Rhys Jones and John Humphrys.

Later in July members met for a pleasurable and leisurely lunch at The Bowyers Arms. We also
held a successful Coffee Morning in August and thank all friends and visitors who came along to
help make this a happy social occasion.

A REMINDER TO ALL MUSIC LOVERS

On Wednesday 4th September at 2:15 pm in the Methodist Church, we will hold a
MUSICAL AFTERNOON IN MEMORY OF JOAN BOWEN THOMAS. Performances will

be given by Nia Williams and Rebecca Martin, and this will be followed by tea and cake.

Free admission.

EVERYONE IS INVITED, DO COME ALONG AND JOIN US.

Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock

Until Sunday 15th September: Bare Bones… Explore what lies beneath the skin. A collection of
stunning displays providing a fascinating insight into the adaptation and evolution of species.

Until Sunday 1st September: Lost Airfields. Oxfordshire has more WWII airfields than almost any
other county. Mark  McArthur-Christie’s photographs evoke powerful emotions that still surround
these sites today.

TOT Tots: Crafts, action songs and rhyme for the under 5’s Tuesdays 10:30–11 am. £1 per family.

Family  Learning  Drop-ins: Craft  sessions  linked  to  exhibitions  and  collections  within  the
museum. Tuesdays & Thursdays 2–4pm. £1.50 per child.
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Notes from Kennington Health Centre
www.kenningtonhealthcentre.co.uk

Dr Mary Akinola is making a slow recovery after her accident. She thanks all her patients
for their patience and understanding and for the kind words and cards she has received.

A message  from  the  partners: “When  calling  the  practice,  we,  the  partners,  have  asked  the
receptionists to ask patients to provide some information on why they wish to talk to or see a GP.
There are a number of reasons why we have asked them to do this, which include: we can prioritise
our phone calls; we have time to think about what we can do before contacting you; some things
can only be done by certain doctors and some things are NOT done by doctors. All our reception
team  members  are  trained in  confidentiality  and will  handle the  information you provide with
sensitivity. We do not expect detail but if you are able to provide some indication of what you need
we will be in a better position to help you. So please help the doctors to help you by telling the
reception team a little bit about what you want.”

Up and down the country practices are using practice nurses to carry out diabetic checks without
the need for the patient to see a GP every year. We are going to trial this approach with Dr Linda
Jones’s patients over the coming months. Donna and Pat have been trained to do the checks and
will start to carry them out from now. Please be assured that this does not mean that Dr Jones will
no longer be involved in your care. Donna and Pat will ensure that you have access to Dr Jones if
they have any concerns about the check they carry out.

Every day the reception team processes around 200 telephone calls, handles 100 letters or forms,
deals with 100 face-to-face enquiries, processes 75 requests for repeat prescriptions, and books 100
appointments, along with many other tasks that the GP’s ask of them. The team looks looking after
6,800 patients at  our practice, undertaking  plenty of work on ALL of  your behalves. Please be
patient  and  courteous  with them; remember that they are there to help you but they do have to
manage many tasks within limited resources.

We are often asked why we cannot modernise and let you email a GP. It sounds like a simple thing
to do but after considering it and trailing a few instances we have found that it does not work. In
one instance the GP and patient had to exchange 10 e-mails over a period of 4 days in order for the
GP to find out enough information. This patient effectively waited 5 days for something to happen
and the practice staff spent probably 30–40 minutes processing emails. One five-minute phone call
with the GP would have enabled the GP to understand the issues and act the same day. So, please
contact the surgery and request a telephone call, which will save time and help you to get a plan in
place sooner.

Thank you to those patients who take the time to send a message of thanks to our staff for the good
work that  they  have  done.  We do  take  all complaints  seriously,  but  it  is  nice  to  balance  any
complaints with messages of thanks. Our staff work very hard to help to provide a high-quality
caring service to our patients.

It’s that time of year again when we offer flu injections. We will be running our Saturday flu clinics
in October. Please call and make your appointment any time from Monday 9th September.

— Dave Dixon, Practice Manager, 01865 730911, dave.dixon@nhs.net

Dementia Friendly Communities
Would you like to make your community Dementia Friendly? Get involved with the Dementia
Friendly Communities project through ORCC and we can support you to do just that! We support
you to galvanise your community, provide FREE training, and devise a practical plan.

We need your help to make communities across Oxfordshire better places for people with dementia
to live. To find out how you can make a difference, contact Beth Weston at ORCCC telephone
01865 883488 or email beth.weston@oxonrcc.org.uk.
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Kennington History Society

Before the summer break in June the Society maintained its recent cultural theme when members
were treated to a fascinating illustrated talk by regular speaker historian,  James Bond, entitled,

‘Monastic Estates and Land Exploitation in the Middle Ages in the
Thames  Valley’.  James  explained  how  the  Church  owned  enormous
areas of the country until the dissolution of the Monasteries in the 16 th

Century,  when  most  of  the  Monasteries,  Priories  and  Convents  were
disbanded, had their income appropriated and their assets disposed of.
James  made  the  talk  particularly  interesting  by  concentrating on
Monastic Estates that existed in the immediate locality.

‘this month’

As in previous years the Society did not  meet in July and August.  The first  meeting after the
summer break will see the return of Thea Young, Visitor Manager from Sulgrave Manor, who on
Monday 16th September at 7:45 pm in the Methodist Church will give an illustrated talk entitled
‘Cousins in War’, intriguingly subtitled, The Priest, The Farmer and The Soldier.

‘next month’

The  History  Society’s  next  event  will  be  held on  Monday  21st October at  7:45 pm  in  the
Methodist  Church,  when  popular  speaker  Graham  Sutherland will  give  an  illustrated  talk
entitled, ‘Women at Work’ .

Kennington History Society talks are free to members with visitors welcome @ £2:50

As previously reported, on Thursday 26th September members and friends will make a Coach trip
to  Portsmouth and its  Historic Dockyard. Conveniently, the £35 million  Mary Rose Museum
has opened in the Dockyard and is already becoming a special attraction.

The Museum is a giant ’air lock’ and time capsule around the preserved hull of the Mary Rose,
finally reuniting the ship with the 19,000 artefacts raised over the years from the wreck site.

Shopping group note: right next door to the attractions of the Historic Dockyard is the excellent
Gunwharf Quays with its 95 Designer Shopping Outlets and 30 restaurants and cafés.

A small number of Tickets are still available from Treasurer Doreen Horseman on 01865 730321.

— George Ross, Chairman Kennington History Society

Spare Copies, A4 size, and On-line Extras & Archives
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

Spare copies of the Kennington Chronicle are available at the back of St Swithun’s Church and in
the Kennington Library.

A4-size colour copy is available at The Kennington Library for those who prefer larger print.

Archives of the Chronicle since July 2008 can be found on our website (go to On-line Archives).

Extra articles too large or too late for publication, also from our website (go to On-line Extras).
New since last notification: Parish Council Minutes (Meeting, Finance, Planning, and Amenities).
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News from St Swithun’s CE Primary School

Amazingly, a whole year has gone by since I started at St Swithun’s as the school’s new
headteacher. Over that time, I have been made to feel so welcome, both in school and in
the wider community. It has been a pleasure to get to know very many people and to
become a  small  part  of  what  I  now know is  the  incredibly  vibrant  and welcoming
community of Kennington.

In July, we reached the end of an extremely busy summer term. We celebrated the achievements of
all our children, and reflected on the impressive progress that they have made in all areas of the
curriculum, as well as in their personal and social development. We said farewell to our Year 6
pupils, as they move on to secondary school. They were a great year group, determined to be the
best that they could be, and providing excellent role models for the younger children. We will miss
them at St Swithun’s, but wish them well and look forward to hearing of their future achievements.

Whilst we are delighted with the children’s many successes, we aim for continuous improvement in
all areas. We aim to provide an attractive, inspiring working environment that matches the high
quality of teaching and learning in our school. Over the summer, internal building alterations and
refurbishments have resulted in some real improvements. For many years, school dinners have been
cooked elsewhere and brought to us in insulated ‘hot boxes’. Now we have a fantastic new kitchen,
and school dinners will be cooked on site.

We welcome Mrs Kim Collins as our School Cook. Children and staff are both looking forward to a
delicious and nutritious menu of school meals, which I am sure will be very popular.

One of our challenges is our split site, with our Early Years Unit (nursery and reception children,
ages 3–5) and Key Stage 1 (or ‘infants’, ages 5–7) in the top buildings off Grundy Crescent and the
Key Stage 2 children (or ‘juniors’, ages 7–11) in the buildings that can be seen from The Avenue.
Internal reorganisation of space has resulted in a larger staff room in a more central location.

The  former  staff  room will  be  used  for  meetings  and  for  teaching  small  groups  of  children.
Eventually this room will be altered and refurbished to become a classroom, conveniently located
near  to  other  classrooms.  Thank  you to  our  neighbours  in  The  Avenue for  their  patience  and
understanding, as the builders have been busy throughout the summer holidays.

Now, we are looking forward to the new school year and the many opportunities that it will bring.
We look forward to welcoming our new intake of reception and nursery children, as well  as a
number of children who will be starting with us in other year groups.

We are  starting our  year  with a  whole-school  project  called  ‘Take One Object’,  working with
education staff from the Ashmolean Museum. Each class will be visiting the museum as part of this
project.  We aim to provide an inspirational curriculum and it  will  be great  to see the children
getting out and about so early in the year.

Over the coming year, our children will be our journalists for the Chronicle, reporting on things that
they think will be of interest to the community. If there is anything in particular that you would like
to know about your village school, do let us know.

I thank the many villagers and local people who have supported our school in a variety of ways
over the last year. We look forward to seeing you in our new school year.

— Helen Atkinson, Headteacher
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Contacts and Submissions for the Kennington Chronicle
The Kennington Chronicle is a volunteer-run village magazine, distributed free to 1,800 Kennington 
households every month except August.

ADVERTISEMENTS, whether from commercial concerns or village organisations, to be submitted with
artwork, and cheques payable to The Kennington Chronicle, by the 10th of the month prior to publication.
Advertisements accepted at the Advertising Co-ordinator’s discretion, subject to availability and suitability.
All advertisements must be checked. Submit errors and alterations to the Advertising Co-ordinator by the
10th of the month. Publication of an advertisement does not imply endorsement, and the Editorial Committee
in no way accepts responsibility for goods or services supplied by our advertisers.

Formats and other information:
www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/adverts

CONTACT:
Mark Horseman, The Advertising Co-ordinator,
9 Manor Grove, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5QY.

adverts@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk

NEWS AND ARTICLES to be submitted by the 15th of the month prior to publication. The Editor reserves
the right to edit or omit any submissions. The editorial policy is News not Views. Submissions to include the
name and contact details of the submitter.

Formats and other information: www.kenningtonchronicle.org.uk/news

CONTACT: Paddy Landau, The Editor, 29 Colley Wood, Kennington, Oxford, OX1 5NF
01865 429135 — editor@kenningtonchronicle.org.uk
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Size
Measurements
width×height

Per month
Per year

(11 issues)

⅛ page 100×70 mm £10 £60

¼ page 145×100 mm £15 Currently full

½ page 205×140 mm £25 Currently full
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Kennington Village Diary
Please enter your events by the 10th of the month to have them included here.
The Village Diary is kept in the Post Office on Kennington Road.

Regular events
Kennington Walks Village Centre Car Park Mondays and Thursdays, 10 am
Kennington Strollers Playing Field, Playfield Road Tuesdays, 2 pm (01865 735419)
Apple Café St Swithun’s Church Hall Thursdays & Saturdays 10:30 am–12:30 pm

September
Wed 4 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 2:15 pm

Sat 7
Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Kennington Horticultural Society, Annual Show Village Centre 2:15 pm

Sun 8 Visit of the Rev Charlotte Bannister-Parker Methodist Church 10:30 am

Tue 10
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy (Macmillan Nurses) Methodist Hall 10 am
Ecumenical Afternoon Fellowship Tel. 01865 739774 2:30 pm

Wed 11
Short Service (note change of date this month) Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am
Kennington WI Jambusters: WI in wartime 1939–1945 Village Centre 7:15 pm

Thu 12 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Fri 13 First rehearsal: Kennington United Choirs Methodist Church 7:45 pm

Sun 15 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 16 Kennington History Society: “Cousins in War” Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Tue 17 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
Sat 21 KOA Concert Village Centre 7–9 pm
Sun 22 United Evening Service Good Shepherd Church 6:30 pm
Thu 26 Kennington History Society Day trip: new Mary Rose
Sun 29 Kennington Horticultural Society: Malvern Show 8 am

October
Wed 2 Kennington Link WI Methodist Hall 7:15 pm

Sat 5
Parish Council Office Village Centre 10–11 am
Kennington Cancer Fund: Shoe Sale Village Centre 10 am–12 noon

Tue 8
Coffee Morning and Bring & Buy Methodist Hall 10 am
Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm

Wed 9 Kennington WI: Dr John Snow (Greatest Physician) Village Centre 7:15 pm
Thu 10 Parish Council Meeting Village Centre 7:30 pm
Mon 14 Kennington WI: Winter Warming Lunch Methodist Hall 12 noon–1:30pm
Wed 16 Short Service Edith Court Lounge 10:30 am

Sun 20 Service
Mon Choisy 3 pm
Kirlena House 3:45 pm

Mon 21 Kennington History Society Methodist Hall 7:45 pm
Wed 23 Kenn. Horticultural Soc: Amphibians by Roy D’Ayala Village Centre 7:30 pm
Thu 29 Parish Council Planning Village Centre 8 pm
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Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?Do you belong to an organisation in Kennington? Or are you holding an event?
The Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your messageThe Kennington Chronicle is a great way to get your message

out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!out to the community with a newsy article and a picture!
It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page It doesn’t matter if you struggle to write, as the Editor (page 4343) is happy to help.) is happy to help.
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